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Abstract

THE EXODUS EXPERIMENT: THEATRICALLY BRIDGING THE CULTURAL
GAP

By Kari A. Hatfield, MFA

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Fine Arts at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Virginia Commonwealth University, 2005

Major Director: Dr. Noreen C. Barnes, Director of Graduate Studies, Department of
Theatre

As a theatre professional and a practicing Christian, I have found it very difficult
to bring my two worlds together. Theatre is a tool for education, discussion, and
understanding. In my work on this project, I have explored the ways in which theatre can
and cannot help us understand each other on the volatile subjects that divide our
contemporary culture: homosexuality and religion. Twenty-nine people with various
backgrounds and worldviews were interviewed for this project. The words from these
interviews were used to create the beginnings of a script for a play that explores the
issues of homosexuality, religion, and the so-called “culture wars” from various points of
view. While struggling to remain unbiased, this play also introduces new voices in theatre

that are not commonly heard.



Part One: Why?

In the fall of 2004, I was enrolled in a Dramatic Literature and Theory class
taught by Dr. Aaron Anderson. This class was designed to help us define who we are as
artists and scholars, and to help us define what theatre means to us. Needless to say, this
was a class that made me think. As a practicing Christian and a theatre practitioner, I am
always trying to reconcile my faith and my art. I believe that this is something that can be
done (without only doing plays of a religious nature). However, it is and has been a
struggle for me to be divided between the worlds of conservative Christian and theatre
artist. There are some (not all) people of faith who have tried to discourage my pursuit of
a career in the arts because of a belief that it is not possible for faith and the lifestyle of an
artist to co-exist. On the other hand, there are some (not all) people in the arts who hold
the belief that I am naive, unprofessional, ignorant, or unenlightened for living by
(Christian) faith in a profession that is largely based on relativism and socially
constructed reality.

This struggle was amplified during the presidential elections in the fall of 2004.
This election will go down in history as the election that divided America. During the
meeting of Dr. Anderson’s class on November 5, 2004, I remember him making the
comment to the class that, “52% of America voted for things that most theatre

practitioners are against.” During the discussion that followed, we discussed what this



meant for the theatre. Although Dr. Anderson steered the discussion in a neutral
direction, much of the class was biased in an anti-conservative way. I sat and listened to
this discussion, and I realized that for me, this meant that I wasn’t doing enough. I
realized that I passionately want these two areas of my life to co-exist. [ want my
Christian family to know and understand what my non-Christian theatre friends believe,
and I want my theatre friends to know and understand that most Christians are not
ignorant, closed-minded, bigoted, or hateful for believing that there is a difference
between right and wrong. Then I began to think about why I do theatre. Theatre is a tool
for education and a key to open up discussion, among other things. Suddenly I realized
that a theatre piece that brings these two worlds together for discussion would be a
wonderful contribution to the world, and a way for me to have my voice heard. But how
would I do this?

An issue that brings pain, frustration, and heartache to so many, myself included,
is the issue of homosexuality. This is a topic that has been often explored in the theatre,
both from a “Christian” and non-Christian perspective, but the result is usually
reactionary, meaning one group is reacting against the other in order to prove their point.
I cannot think of a single theatrical piece that truly represents my beliefs as a Christian
when it comes to this subject. (I’m not saying that none exist, but that [ have never come
across any personally at this point.) This is also an issue that has divided most of the
country — and it seems to me that anyone who speaks out against the practice of

homosexuality is automatically labeled a bigot and a hatemonger. This is an issue that has



affected my life personally because of my many friends who are gay or who fully support
the gay lifestyle, and because of my many other friends who believe the practice of
homosexuality to be morally wrong. I have found that many people in the Church come
across as a little bit bigoted because they have no experience with homosexuals, therefore
have never thought about what homosexuality really is. This lack of understanding of
homosexuality scares them a little bit, and sometimes causes them to say things before
they think about what they are saying. However, this goes for the other side of the coin as
well. Many of my non-Christian friends are afraid of Christianity, and have no experience
with people who truly try to embody the example of Christ, therefore they believe that
everyone who believes homosexuality is wrong must be hateful about it. I think this is a
huge problem. I think that theatre can be used as a tool to begin to bridge the gap in our
culture. That is what I set out to do with this project.

I realize that my experience, while broader than some, is still limited. I will never
know what it is like to have homosexual feelings. I have never personally experienced
that. I will never know what it’s like to feel like I was born in the wrong body. I have
never personally experienced that. I only know what I’ve experienced in my own life.
While my personal experience is valuable, and my opinion counts, the issue of
homosexuality cannot be addressed with only my limited experience. Therefore, I
decided to interview people with very different backgrounds and life experiences and use

their words to begin this discussion.



During the interview process, and in my research, I found that while most of the
issues are deeply divided, there are several issues agreed on by both “sides.” For instance,
both sides agreed on the need for love, compassion, and understanding; both sides are a
little bit fearful of the other; both sides feel that homosexuality is a very important issue;
and most importantly, both sides agree on the urgent need for discussion. These themes
were echoed in almost every interview I conducted, and these themes emotionally
touched almost all of the interviewees. Because of this, I felt that these themes should be
focused on in the writing of a play.

Because this is my first attempt at a project of this nature, I cannot guarantee that
I will fully realize my goal to create theatre that bridges the gap in our culture. However,
I can begin a journey that will hopefully make myself and others think, and will maybe
open some doors for the beginnings of dialogue. Everyone I interviewed agreed that this
is an important goal, and I am encouraged by the enthusiasm, the passion, and the support
I received from those who participated in this project.

In my work on this project, I read many books on the subject of homosexuality
and the Bible. The discussion of what the Bible says about homosexuality is important,
but the discussion is also divided. My desire with this work is not to prove who is right
and who is wrong. While there are books on this subject I would recommend more highly
than others because of the level of scholarship and their non-reactionary nature, I realize
that any attempt to prove someone right would not be relevant for this project. Like so

many others, I know why I believe what I believe, and so I feel it’s important to present



the evidence for both sides so that others can come to an understanding for themselves. 1
feel that the most important thing is that the discussion be allowed to happen, and
although it has been a challenge, I have tried not to focus on the outcome.

I do believe that it is important for anyone who is studying the topic of “the Bible
and homosexuality,” or “homosexuality and moral values,” to study all the information
on the subject, not just books that prove their own point. There are more books readily
available that say the Bible does not teach that homosexuality is wrong (because,
presumably, of the recent movement of our society in this direction). However, there are
several books I’ve found that are recent, thorough, and written by men of compassion and
understanding who present a study of the more traditional Christian point of view in a
non-judgmental, scholarly way. I have also found a few books from the pro-homosexual
point of view that take a scholarly approach, though I will say that it has been harder to
find books from this point of view that are not reactionary against Christianity, and
specifically against the Catholic Church. I feel that this is important to mention, because
these books are representative of the ideas that are currently shaping our society. Even
though I have decided not to focus on proving anyone right, as I stated before, I wanted
to study the available resources on this subject in order to better understand the
fundamental ideas behind the division of our culture. (For a list of relevant books for

further study of this topic, see the list of Works Consulted.)



Part 2: What?

Character List:

Greg: A 21-year-old theatre performance major at a state university
Marcus: Greg’s college roommate. Theatre major, openly gay

Dad: Greg’s father, a minister and certified counselor

Mom: Greg’s mother

Lanie: Greg’s 15-year-old sister

Peter and Lucy Brown: Church members, friends of Greg’s family
Audrey Oslow: Church member, friend of Greg’s family

Professor: A theatre professor

Classmate #1

Classmate #2

Scene 1 — Greg is in his dorm room with his friend, Marcus, who is openly gay. They are

working on a project for class.

Greg: Hey man, can I ask you something?

Marcus: Sure. Is everything okay?



Greg: Yeah, well, I don’t know, I guess. It’s just, we’ve been studying The Laramie

Project in my dramatic lit class and I just, I don’t know.

Marcus: Did you read it or watch the movie? Cause when I took that class, any chance I

had to watch the movie instead of reading the play I took, that’s for sure.

Greg: Yeah, well, we’ve actually been acting it out. I think a group of us might watch the

movie later though. But that’s not the point ....

Marcus: Well, what is it?

Greg: | just, I don’t know what to think about it, man. I guess I’ve just never really
thought about, like, you know, about what it might be like to be gay and stuff, and I’ve
really been thinking about it. I know what my parents think about it, and you know me, I
know what the Bible says about it, and I know what I’ve always believed, and I still
believe that, it’s just, I mean, I’'m sorry that I’ve never really talked to you about it.
You’ve always just been here, and I’ve never really felt comfortable asking you about it,
and I hope that I haven’t acted like some of the people in that play. I guess I have the
conflict that most Christians have; How do you really love the person when you really

hate the sin?



Marcus: Hey. It’s okay man. I mean, I was raised with parents just like yours in a church
just like yours, and I’ve always had a hard time with that whole “hate the sin” cliché.

Especially when I began to be aware of my homosexuality myself.

Greg: What was that like for you? I mean, how did it happen?

Marcus: What? You mean like how did I know I was gay?

Greg: Yeah, I guess.

Marcus: You just know, man. It’s accepting that about yourself that’s the hard part.

Greg: Well, how did you do that?

Marcus: Um ... it took a lot of time. A lot of time, a lot of prayer, a lot of study, reading

... I think that, um, one good thing that came out of me having to go through this is that it

forced me to become more educated. I think if I had grown up as a straight person I

wouldn’t have put as much time and energy finding out about myself and other people,

but because I didn’t grow up a straight person, it forced me to do a lot of reading of other

people’s experiences, other people’s processes of reconciling their religious beliefs with

their sexuality. And also, I have an uncle who is gay and is actually a minister, went



through seminary, has his M.Div. And in talking with him, he had probably a worse time
in reconciling his beliefs than I did, and his partner, who also has an M. Div. These are
two very religious men whom I respect, and I really enjoyed listening to their experiences
and that was a part of what I did. But more importantly than anything that I ever read or
anyone I talked to was my personal feeling and whether or not I felt all right with God
myself, and I took a lot of time and a lot of prayer, and I do feel that I’m just as normal
and loved by God as anybody else and that my sexuality is something that I was given. I
think I was born this way and I have this life for a specific reason. And I look forward to

finding that and I look forward to doing what I was meant and born to do.

Greg: Yeah, but what did your parents think? I know your family, and I can’t imagine

this was easy for them.

Marcus: Well, (chuckle), you’d be right about that. When I had to come out to my parents
in high school, my senior year of high school, I had the talk with my dad the minister and
my mom the minister’s wife. We proceeded to talk, and they proceeded to throw at me all
the traditional scriptural verses, which I was already very well aware of, of course. And
growing up in the church and seeing my parents in their ministry, I’d always seen them,
um, treat other people in the congregation and in the community with the utmost respect.
They were there to comfort and to educate and to inspire people, and they never judged

anybody period, and that was always to me the most impressive thing about my parents
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and their ministry and their role in society. And yet, when it came to me coming out it
was the complete opposite of what I had always seen growing up. When it came to
someone in their own family, that compassion and that same love and that same
willingness to understand was not there. Um, and so, you know, that made me realize that
there’s a fine line between things and it’s taken me a long time to forgive my parents for
not showing me the same understanding and willingness to include me in their life
anymore after I did this, and it was a long time before things returned to normal in my

family.

Greg: Man.... That’s ....

Marcus: Hey, don’t. It’s not your fault. And anyway, I know who I am. But you know,
the one thing they didn’t do in that entire interaction with me, was they never, and I love
this — I kept saying, well, this is how I feel. These are my experiences, these are my
thoughts, and more importantly, this is how I feel. The one thing they didn’t do however,

is that they didn’t believe me.

Greg: I’'m sorry, dude.

Marcus: Yeah, well. Anyway, I guess I’d better get going. I promised I’d meet some

people for dinner.
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Greg: See ya.

Marcus: Yeah, later. And hey —really, it’s okay man. Anytime you have questions, ask.

There’s too many people who don’t ask, they just assume.

(Marcus exits)

(The lights change, spotlight on Greg at center stage. He is “writing” thoughts in his

journal)

Greg: I believe homosexuality is wrong sometimes. I think it is a sin, but then I wonder
how God would really react to it. I just don’t know. It’s an endless cycle of thinking. The
problem is that I can’t see the God I worship as one who would react toward
homosexuality as the church has reacted to it. I also fully realize that the c‘hurch rarely
acts as God would. I have so many friends who are gay, or who see nothing wrong with
homosexuality. And most of the time I don’t think about the fact that they are gay.
They’re just my friends, and I love them, but it hurts sometimes to know that we are
actually so divided when it comes right down to things. I know what the Bible says. And
I know the arguments against it being literal, or true for our culture, society, whatever,

but I just can’t shake the thought that God knows things I don’t know. (Pauses to think). I
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have a theory, okay, I have a theory that the only thing that makes artists artists is that
they’re more sensitive, is that they see things more, that they feel things more deeply,
they feel things more strongly. And being more sensitive makes you more compassionate,
and it’s hard to be gay. And everybody judges you, and everybody thinks they know
things about you that they don’t know. And I can’t imagine anything more difficult. I
can’t imagine anything more challenging. (Pause) Unless it’s struggling to be a practicing
Christian in an environment where it’s cool to pass judgement on anyone who takes a
stand against something like homosexuality. You know, I’m beginning to wonder why

more people don’t see the similarity in the situation.

Scene 2 — Around the dinner table at the home of Greg’s parents.

Peter Brown: So, Greg, I hear you’ve got another play coming up.

Greg: Yeah.

Peter: Well, what astounding performance could we expect from you this time around?

Greg: I’m not sure yet, rehearsals just started this past week.
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Lucy: Well, whatever happens, Greg, I’'m sure you’ll be wonderful. You always do such

a good job.

Greg: Tell that to my professors!

Dad: (Laughing) well he does work hard, that’s for sure. At least I think he’s working
hard. We’d probably never see or hear from him if we didn’t offer free food and laundry
service every once in a while!

Audrey: Now, Gregory, tell me, how are things for you in that theatre department? When
I heard you were going into theatre, I just didn’t know what to think. No telling what
kinds of things you have to put up with out there, especially with these kids today and
their goings on.

Greg: It’s all right. I guess it is a little hard sometimes, but I have some good friends.

Mom: There certainly are a lot of liberal minds out there, from what Greg tells me.

Greg: Mom ....
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Mom: No really. Greg, it’s all right. Tell them what your professor said in class the other

day.

Greg: Well, we were talking about a play that had a lot to do with politics today, and then
somehow we got onto the subject of religion and politics, which, it always drives me
crazy when those things are lumped together anyway, because most of my classmates
think that Christianity means Catholicism anyway, which I think is too political, but

anyway, we were talking about all of these things, and he says:

(Lights dim on dinner table and come up on professor on the opposite side of the stage)

Professor: I’ve always felt for the last twenty years, the last ten years, um, religion is a
crutch. And crutch is kind’ve well, you know, it has a bad connotation. It doesn’t have to
be. There are a lot of people who truly need religion to live. They could not survive
without having this fundamental thing to fall back on. Um, especially in times of trouble
when things aren’t making sense in the world. When you don’t have a very strong sense
of self and a personal identity then it becomes very difficult. And it’s much easier if you
have a history and a culture to fall back on. Um, you’ve got a god figure, you’ve got this
Supreme Being, and that’s where you get this, “well, God has a reason for everything.” It

becomes like a mantra. “There’s a reason, I just don’t know, but God does, so it’s okay.”
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(Lights down on professor and up on dinner table.)

Audrey: Goodness. I don’t even know how you sat there and took that Greg. I probably

would have had to say something or walked out.

Greg: Well, I guess I’m pretty used to it. I’ve just been struggling a lot lately with some

of my classes where the topic of homosexuality seems to be coming up a lot lately.

Dad: What’s being said?

Greg: Well, just, you know, that the Bible doesn’t really say that it’s wrong, we just
interpret it wrongly. And then there’s the whole argument about love, that we should just
all love everybody, which I agree with, but my friends all seem to have a different
definition of love than I do. I just don’t know how to explain it to them. All I know is that
love doesn’t mean to condone every little thing. And also, I guess, I personally have been
struggling with why some people seem to be born with these feelings naturally. All my
friends say that that’s who they are, and that there is nothing they can do to change it. I
just don’t know what to think. And I know that they don’t know what I think. It’s like, I
get the feeling that a lot of them are very willing to talk to me about it because they think
that they are going to change my mind. But I’'m just not sure that they are right, only I

can’t say how. It’s just a feeling that I have. Then I ask myself, you know, am I just
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unwilling to let go of the things I was taught growing up, am I unwilling to change, or am

I uncertain of the truth?

Dad: Well, Greg, I know that’s hard on you. But I just want you to know, son, that it’s
not a bad thing to be asking these questions. It’s probably the best thing you can do, and
God loves a questioning heart. You know, I was in a counseling class one time that was
being sponsored by a homosexual group to help educate us on homosexuality, and they
came to the conclusion that homosexuals can’t be changed. They said, and this was
almost a quote, they said, “all you really do in these cases where people say homosexuals
have changed, all you’re really doing is just causing them to deny feelings that you
already have.” Like this is a bad thing, to deny feelings that you have. A lot of men deny
feelings that they have. Maybe there’s some guy who wants to have a wife and four
girlfriends, but he doesn’t do that. So he learns this is not appropriate and we don’t do
this. I’m not sure that the homosexual community understands that it’s okay to say no to
a feeling that you have regarding your sexuality like that. I mean, at least in this one case
they just told me, you know, you’re not really changing, you’re just denying feelings, and
I wanted to say, okay, but don’t a lot of men deny their feelings when they don’t sleep

around? You know?
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Laney: I know, dad. It’s not just Greg, you know? I mean, at school in my classes and

stuff, they think something’s wrong with you if you say it’s wrong, or that you’re being

bigoted.

Mom: How does that make you feel, honey?

Laney: Sort’ve, um, sort’ve secluded, I guess because you sometimes, it makes you feel

like you’re the only one who feels that way out of two thousand people.

Mom: But you have to remember you have as much right to your beliefs and your

feelings as they do.

Laney: [ know ....

Greg: Hard isn’t it?

Laney: Yeah, it is.

Peter: You know, I notice this a lot in my office too, you know, because journalism isn’t

that much better, as we all know, with the whole consideration of someone else's

viewpoint thing. I think it’s really interesting that it’s very much okay to vilify people
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who are sure of their faith. The fact that I think that homosexual behavior is sinful makes
it really okay to pass judgment on me. We put labels of closed mindedness and bigotry
and stupidity and um, if I say that I believe that a certain kind of behavior is wrong,
judgment is passed on me that I am either bigoted, that I am either a Bible banger, that I
am programmed by my church, that I just believe what my parents taught me, that ’'m
stupid, that I’'m intentionally making, you know, that I’m ignorant. It really never seems
to cross anyone’s mind that I may have made a difficult choice in good conscience. That I
may genuinely have the courage of my convictions to say I believe this is wrong. As a
result nobody gets to listen to the rest of my statement on the issue, which is I believe this
is wrong, but I’'m just as wrong. I love you anyway. God loves you anyway. And that

doesn’t change, nothing is ever going to change that.

Audrey: Well, I’ve never really had to deal with this before. I don’t know, listening to
you all, I just don’t know what to think. I know that I don’t think the church should shun
them, but I personally think that they need to be more tolerant of us than we do of them
because we are not forcing anything on them by being man and wife. Their way of life is
something that is not accepted and should not be accepted. I'm just glad my children

didn’t have to grow up around that in their schools like little Laney does here.

Lucy: Well, I don’t know about that, Ms. Audrey. I agree that it’s hard on kids in schools

these days, but it’s certainly not going away. I personally don’t think the answer is for us
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to hide from it, to pretend it doesn’t happen. Would I want this being taught to my kids in
school? Of course not, but I also feel it’s more important that I teach my kids how to love
their gay friends even if they don’t agree with them. Um, something that a friend of mine,
a homosexual friend of mine told me one time that I will never forget, um, this particular
friend of mine grew up in a church, and his father, who was estranged from him, died
very suddenly of a heart attack when he was only twenty-nine years old. My friend was
raised by a single mother, and even once he quote, unquote, figured out he was gay, he
continued in the church and he and his current partner attend church. And he told me one
time that he prayed that God would change him, change his heart and make him no
longer gay. And he told God that if he died and Jesus sent him to hell that he would go to
hell loving Jesus all the way. And for the first time when my friend told me that I
understood the struggle somebody has dealing and struggling with this issue if they have
any inclination or thoughts that they are gay, and how difficult that must be knowing

what God says about homosexuality in the Bible, and still struggling with it.

Greg: Wow. I think I’'m just beginning to understand that.

Dad: I wish more Christians had the opportunity to understand that.

Scene 3: Classroom at the university. Greg and several of his classmates are attending a

class.
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Professor: The ancient Greek word for the physical theatre was “theatron,” meaning
“seeing place.” I believe that the theatre should be a place for us to “see” more clearly: to
examine, to discuss, to inform, to persuade, to enlighten, to inspire, and to entertain (as in
the specific use of the word meaning “ to entertain a thought™; to consider). The ancient
Greeks, as did the ancient Egyptians before them, believed theatre to be a place where
their faith and beliefs might be extolled, examined, and grappled with; a place where
important questions might be asked and answers proposed. In this same spirit, I believe

that theatre can be of service today.

(Greg raises his hand)

Professor: Yes, Greg?

Greg: Well, I was just wondering, in light of what you just said, and in light of the kinds

of plays we’ve been studying lately, I was wondering, what would happen if a person

wrote a play to “entertain” the thought of a person who struggles with homosexual

thoughts and feelings, but decides to deny those feelings?

(Silence in the room, some of the other students start to whisper or giggle, then the

professor answers.)



21

Professor: Well, Greg, I believe that’s already been done in Angels in America.

Greg: Well, yeah, in that play the Mormon guy is struggling with it and denying it, but
it’s still glorified a lot. I mean, what if in the end he decides that he can choose to deny

those feelings, and he does so because of his religious beliefs?

Professor: Well, I think it would depend on how it was done and the connotation that was

put on the situation.

Greg: (not quite sure he understands) Okay .....

Classmate #1: Yeah, I mean, I think a play like that would be important. Um, but I think
it would be difficult not to have the message of the play impose a belief on the audience.
I think it would depend on how it was done. I think it would be important and I think that
it would ... it would be hard to decide what message should have to come across from

that.

Classmate #2: Yeah. I mean, there are a lot of people who go through denial, but I mean,
you have to accept who you are if you’re going to try to live any sort of happy life. You

know, if you’re going to fault someone for being gay then you have to fault them for
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being black or being short or being tall or being blue eyed or brown eyed. You know, it’s

all the same .... You have to be careful.

Greg: I don’t know, I mean, how come a play like this would have to be carefully written
when some other plays that have been written on this subject don’t seem to care what
kind of careful consideration is taken for the things it presents about Christianity, for
instance. | mean, half the plays out there that represent any kind of Christian either
represent them all as ignorant, or as villains. The only Christians who are portrayed in a
good light are the ones who seem to condone any kind of behavior, which I don’t think is

a realistic portrayal of Christianity either.

Professor: Well, Greg, theatre that dictates to an audience what they have to think is not
good theatre. All I’m saying is you have to be careful with the message of that play. For
instance, there used to be a lot of theatre that portrayed slavery as a good thing, because
the Bible also tells us slavery is okay. Then, when people started to realize that slavery is
a heinous thing, and uh, this is one of the things that I don’t quite understand about the
conservative right is the picking and choosing of what’s moral and what’s not. And the
ignoring of one thing and grabbing onto another. And theatre, and that’s where theatre
can become important. It can put both of those things in front of an audience and in a
non-judgmental way, if it’s well written, it can allow the audience to respond as the

audience would respond as opposed to telling the audience what to think.
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Greg: Yeah, I get that, I guess. It’s just that, well, ninety-five percent of the population in
survey believes in a higher power, believes in God. I can’t think of a whole lot of theatre
that deals with that, that ever acknowledges that. Characters in plays don’t even, you
know, barely even mention God in passing. Uh, and almost, very few of them,
particularly recently, their belief in God really, um, determines their choice of actions.
And the population at large, most people believe in God, and a huge chunk of them is
conservative Christian. And if theatre is a representation of society, of our population, the
fact that the overwhelming majority of characters in theatre behave for, and then deal
with purely materialist, naturalist perspectives and motivation. Then is theatre a lie? Are

we representing our population?

Professor: Well, Greg, polarization on this issue makes me wonder if dialogue is possible.
Under what circumstances can dialogue occur? Can theatre be a mediating force for more
thoughtful and considerate dialogue, when the dialogue thus far has been so strident as to
be referred to as the “culture wars?” These are questions that you are trying to address —
and they need addressing. I hope you can find the common ground needed for such a

dialogue.

(Lights dim, spotlight on Greg at center stage. He is writing in his journal)
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Greg: I’ve been discussing this play idea with a lot of people today, and it’s interesting
the kinds of answers I’ve been given. I appreciate the honesty my friends have had with
me, but it’s almost like, well, they all think it’s a great idea if I do it from their
perspective. Like if I show the struggle someone has when they are first making the
decision to come out. Or if I show someone in denial and how miserable they are, so it’s
better just to accept yourself for who you are. And the thing is, I believe in accepting
yourself for who you are, it’s just that from my perspective as a Christian I don’t regard
someone’s sexual feelings as his identity any more than I regard someone who gossips
about people to have his identity determined by that behavior. I think a lot of my friends
are saying that their sexual feelings determine an individual’s whole identity and
therefore when I talk about their behavior they have anger and resentment as if I’'m
denying their whole person as individuals. I believe that homosexual behavior is sinful. I
don’t believe that having homosexual feelings is sinful, it’s just acting on them that is
wrong. | believe this because I believe God. And I know all the arguments about how the
Bible is misinterpreted, but I’ve also studied what those passages in the Bible meant in
the original time and to the original people, and really, you can’t tell me that the Rome of
the New Testament was really all that much different than American society today. It just
doesn’t make sense. I don’t, however, believe that homosexuality is any worse than any
of the other sins listed in the Bible, like greed or gossip or dishonesty. And I believe these
things, not because I'm afraid that if I don’t check off my list of good deeds every day I’1l

go to hell. The things I believe and the things I do are because I love God and I appreciate
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B: I would say when, when we uh, are not able to discuss something, uh, calmly and uh,
kindly without it becoming an angry and passionate type of thing, uh, then we are
approaching the point of force. It never has been the case it seems to me that to say that
something is right or wrong and to conscientiously believe that means that you are
forcing your view on someone else but where you do not allow another person the
privilege to assume that same responsibility for himself, then that draws perilously close
to the force idea. It seems to me that God has dealt with us as morally accountable
individuals who have to make up our own minds, God has not used force in that way, and
yet God has always been in scripture and what I read there very clear about who He is
and what kinds of things He does or does not condone. For God to be able to say here’s
what’s right and here’s what isn’t right and leave us the moral accountability to make the
choices is not God forcing us, therefore for me to say here’s what I see to be right and
here’s what I see to be wrong in scripture is not forcing that view on someone else, he
still has to be responsible for that, but he has to allow me the right to be responsible also,
so I don’t think that’s forcing it on someone. But whenever force or intimidation or that
type of thing is used then it becomes forcing your views on someone else.

K: What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

B: I believe the purpose of theatre is to help us reflect on the human experience with all
of the things that are enjoyable about that and sometimes the things that are not
enjoyable. Theatre helps us to understand our humanity and to realize what being a
human being means. Theatre has also always been it seems to me important in that way
because it allows us to have a chance to have glimpses into what human relationships are
and what human experiences are. And most of us I think see some of ourselves in all
those experiences.

K: Do you think that homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas?

B: I personally don’t think so. I think our culture is struggling quite a bit with that in all
arenas right now and because there has been a political movement from both sides of this
really, it is kind’ve a hot button in our culture, but it’s present everywhere. Now since
theatre does tend to deal with human experiences that are emotional and so forth at
present, then it may be that theatre people are reflecting on this a lot right now, but I
doubt personally whether it’s more so than the rest of our culture is. Even in religious
circles right now there are a number of struggles with this, the uh, there are religious
groups that are, have been much in the current reports because of individuals being
appointed to leadership positions and so forth that maybe have been openly practicing
homosexuals and so forth, so all circles are dealing with it right now, and we’re working
our way through what the proper response is.
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K: Do you think that a play about someone who has homosexual urges but denies them
would be important or accepted in the theatre?

B: Well, uh, I believe it would be accepted, uh, I know that individual’s feelings about
sexual matters are among the strongest human feelings there are, and I don’t regard it as
inappropriate for us to examine those struggles provided it’s done in a way that’s in uh,
decent taste. But I don’t regard it as unacceptable, and it might even be necessary.

K: Do you think that artists are elitist?

B: Artists are human beings, and human beings in any field can become elitist, uh, can
begin to assume that they maybe are, have a better understanding over a wide range of
human experience and human issues than they really have. That includes ministers like
myself, but it includes politicians, it includes sports figures, ’'m certain that it includes
people in theatre also, uh, we can get to the place fairly easily where our views become
the informed views, and uh, when that happens I’m sure that it becomes a problem. I’ve
noticed just in political discussions in recent election cycles that people who work in the
arts, and maybe more in popular music and maybe movie or TV circles have become
more and more outspoken politically, and uh, in that way they seem to at least have used
their celebrity or to believe their celebrity made their opinion valuable, so in that way it’s
possible for people to become elitist it seems to me.

K: Okay, um, I may have to pause this here in a second and make some more room on the
file ...

B: Are my answers too long?
K: No you’re fine.
B: Okay.

K: How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, but any social group of
people are classified together. In other words do you feel that people should be classified
as individuals or as social groups?

B: I would, I think it would be much more appropriate personally for us to deal with
people as individual human beings. I think that that’s the way the Jesus dealt with it and
since I as I’ve said is the example of true humanity I think that that would be the way that
I’d want to do it. And I think that to suggest that any group of people are homogenous
just because of their sexual feeling would tend to overlook the wide range of differences
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in other parts of personalities. And I think if you value personality then you deal with
people as individuals, and that’s what I would want to do.

K: Do you think that homosexuals are born homosexual or do you thing they choose to
be?

B: I think there are probably a number of factors that may go into the development of that
type of preference, I’'m not sure that it’s either or in this case. I think it may be true that
individuals are born with a susceptibility to certain types of feelings or temptations. I
think environment on how strong those impulses become, then at some point or another
choices will enter in to the actions taken, but I think that there’s not just one answer to
why these kinds of things are then fashioned into an identity by some people. I think that
just as I may be born with a tendency to want to look good to people or to have the
approval of people for example, and that may be a strong impulse then I could see how
the same might be possible in other areas too, so that’s how I would approach it.

K: Um, how do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and vice versa?

B: First with church-going people, uh, obviously any people who are trying to follow
Jesus ought to try to treat people as He did, and the basic, the overall ethic of Jesus is
always love. That means that certainly you should treat people with kindness and dignity
and to deal with people as valuable individuals, to be considerate and to be honorable in
treatment of people would always be in order and would always be a necessity. Uh, on
the other hand, and this might come from the vice versa part of this, it needs to be
understood by people in our world that the kind of love that Jesus practiced is not one
which is simply a warm fuzzy feeling. It doesn’t mean that always behavior is endorsed
or that it is approved. Uh, it means instead that we treat people with honor and respect
themselves. Those who are looking at people who are following Jesus from maybe the
other perspective might want to be aware that people make a choice or commitment to
follow the Lord, uh, and to try to be like Him and to try to do what He has taught us to do
by how He lived, that choice then will be reflected in the views that we take towards
other things. And in the particular behaviors for example, that we may not believe to be
acceptable, it’s not that we’ve chosen to look at individual people a certain way, we’ve
chosen to look at the Lord a certain way and then that gives us a viewpoint on everything
else that takes place. Uh, so those of us who are following Jesus need to make sure that
we never become hateful or unkind, on the other hand, those who are not following the
Lord need to realize that our view of what love is, what it means to love somebody will
be determined by our following Him too.
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K: And last question, are there any questions that you feel I should be asking that I have
not, or is there anything else that you wish to add?

B: Well, one thing that I would probably add if I were just discussing this with someone,
even if [’m just talking about my own private feelings about this. Of course I struggle like
anyone else with how to apply love to a situation like this. One of the things I’ve noticed
in the passages in the New Testament that I think speak to this issue is that this type of
behavior is always catalogued in passages that also talk about things like greed or
dishonesty or gossip and slander and those types of things, and that says to me number
one that we’re not talking about something here which as Christians we should regard as
the worst of sins or worst than other sins, and number two that we’re talking about
something here which involves the behavior of individuals and not the identity of
individuals. From my perspective as a Christian I don’t regard someone’s sexual feelings
as his identity any more than I regard someone who gossips about people to have his
identity determined by that behavior. So when I’m talking about this, I’m coming from a
different perspective from what I understand a lot of the homosexual rights groups and so
forth to be saying in our cultural debates right now. I think that they are saying as I
understand them, that these feelings determine the individual’s whole identity and
therefore when I talk about their behavior there is some anger and resentment about that
as if I’'m denying their person as individuals. But I’m talking from a whole different
perspective than what they are, and I think that might need to be understood.

5/25/05

Carrie Simpson: Female, age 31, professional costume designer, for theatre,
television, and fashion. Mother of 2.

Kari: First question, do you consider yourself an open-minded person?

Carrie: I would say yes, I mean my opinions are formed by my religious background, so I
guess some people would say that that would be a no. But since I openly live and my
religion influences my life and that’s what I live my life by I would have to say yes.

K: Do you have any kind of relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

C: Oh yes.

K: Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

C: Friends definitely, relatives, that one I’'m not sure about. To my knowledge no close
relatives, but sure lots of friends.
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K: Okay, what would you say to someone who confided in you that they thought they
might be gay?

C: [ would say that they really needed to look at the reasons why they were feeling that
way, and they needed to look at their background and find out if perhaps something in
their background is convincing them of the fact that they might be gay. For instance, I've
had friends who have had troubled backgrounds and decided hey I might be gay just to
get away from the opposite sex just because they have a very negative opinion of them.
I’m not saying that all homosexuals have troubled backgrounds, but overwhelmingly I’ve
found that is the case in speaking with my friends who do profess to be homosexual. I
would encourage them to um, really do some serious soul searching about it. I personally
don’t believe people are born gay, that may be a question you’re going to ask later on.
Um, I believe that they are socialized into becoming gay through friends or people who
pick on them, through family, through abuse, through any number of outside things. Um,
biology has proven that the male and female mind think completely differently. And if
you have to sit there and wonder if you’re gay and convince yourself that you are gay |
have real questions about that.

K: Have you ever had thoughts of homosexuality personally?

C: Not really. Um, being an art major, I mean, it was very normal for me to view naked
females, naked males, I’ve always held a great respect for the human body. I’ve always

thought women are more beautiful to draw than men, that doesn’t make me a lesbian by
any means I don’t think. No, um I wouldn’t say so.

K: What would you describe as “conventional values?”

C: Well that’s hard cause it’s very ... is it subjective to the person? Yes, subjective to the
person. And I think until you reach the point where you are actually capable of concrete
thinking, which psychology has proved that that’s in your early twenties, um ... I don’t
know, ask me the question again ....

K: What would you describe as “conventional values?”

C: Oh, until you get to the point where you start those for yourself, where you are
actually responsible for supporting yourself for living a lifestyle, I mean outside of your
parent’s home, I mean, it’s all about you and what you’re going to do for your future, I
really don’t think it’s conventional until that point for you personally. I think you can be
brought up any number of ways, in a church, not in a church, in a home where you have
homosexual parents or not, but I really think that when you get to that point you make
your own conventional values. You formulate your own. I’m not saying that’s necessarily
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right or wrong because you could, I mean there’s all kinds of religions, there’s all kind so
guidelines as far as morals are concerned. [ mean, I think most people would agree you
know, you don’t kill people, you don’t harm people, you don’t do bad things to people.
However, you do at that point in your life have to elect, am I going to abide by the rules
outlined in the Bible or for a specific religion, or am I just going to wing it and do what I
want? Um, at that point those become your conventional values. Overwhelmingly in this
country there are a lot of people that use the Bible as their guideline. I’'m not saying that
they all live by it 100% of the time, but I think it’s a pretty good safe value system to
have because it definitely encourages you to treat your fellow man with respect and to
treat yourself with respect, so that happens to be the values that my family, that I was
brought up in and that my family currently embraces and those are our conventional
values. And values that tend to want to harm, if someone has values that tend to want to
harm or afflict another person really needs to look at their conventional values and really
think about that. [ don’t care if you want to embrace Hinduism or whatever, but you need
a set of values that affects the way you handle yourself and your fellow man.

K: Okay, do you believe in God?
C: Absolutely.
K: And what are your beliefs about the Bible?

C: Well I believe that it is everything it says it is and that is the breathed word of God that
He gave to us. [ don’t question that ... any longer.

K: Some people believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference?

C: Sure, you can profess all you want that you’re religious but if it doesn’t impact your
life and the way you live it then you’re not letting it get to your spirit and your spiritual
life.

K: Do you consider yourself a religious person or a spiritual person or both?

C: I try to be both. I'm definitely more successful at the first than the second, you know,
some of the time, but it is my goal, my ongoing goal to be both.

K: How would you describe your relationship with God?

C: He’s always in the back of my mind, um, whenever I’m doing anything, like even
when I’m driving the car and I’'m like Lord, thank you for not letting me hit that person, I
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mean, it’s always something, He’s always there. And it’s not just something the Bible
says, it’s something I really believe and that I try to remember in the back of my mind at
all times. I would say that it’s my goal to always please and to honor Him and for my
children and my husband to do so. Um, I guess that’s His role in my life.

K: Do you believe in moral absolutism?
C: Meaning that something is either right or wrong, black or white?
K: That there is absolute truth.

C: I would say that yes it probably exists, but I don’t think as finite men we can
understand it, I think the only being that is capable of understanding an absolute is a holy
being and we are definitely not holy, so I believe that we have to constantly strive to look
for the black and white. I would say as long as we use our sources, like the Bible, we’ve
got to come close, because the Bible is very cut and dry about many things. But, um,
there are gray areas, [ mean, there’s no avoiding it.

K: Do you believe that homosexuality is morally wrong?
C: Yes.
K: Why?

C: Well, because um, as I stated previously, I believe the Bible and the Bible says it’s
wrong. | have not seen society improve at all in granting homosexuals more and more
and more rights. I just, um, I believe it’s wrong.

K: How did you come to that conclusion?

C: Um, throughout most of my college years, of course I was totally surrounded by a
great many homosexual and lesbian friends, and I actually was not involved in church at
the time, I had actually deliberately turned my back on church to see if maybe there was
nothing out there, you know, maybe there was no God. You know I had grown up in a
Christian home and a Christian school and you know, I had never really thought about
there not being a God, and maybe there was room for all of us here on this planet, and
you know, maybe I was wrong I guess. So I struggled with that for a majority of my
college years, and finally I would say either right around my graduation or immediately
thereafter I just made a commitment, I realized how empty I felt in my life. Um, I was
you know, married the wrong man, all of my decisions that I’d made of my own volition
were turning out empty. And finally I said okay, here’s your chance God, prove to me
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that you’re here, and I started doing things that I thought God would want me to do and
my life started to turn around and get better and I think that really proved to me that there
was a God.

K: Okay, what would you consider to be an example of someone forcing their beliefs
onto someone else?

C: Um, I think it’s okay when people can sit down and have an intelligent conversation
where people say this is what I believe and why, x, y, z, and then you say well this is why
I disagree with you, a, b, ¢, and then they can shake hands and mutually walk away from
the table without any sort of angst between them. I mean, that takes a great deal of
maturity, and I don’t think that happens very often in our society. I think everybody’s out
to prove they’re right and you’re wrong, and there’s very little room for middle ground.
Um, I think if you have to argue your point more than once why you believe something is
a problem. I mean if someone asks you again to restate something that’s one thing, but if
you continuously say this is wrong, this is wrong, this is wrong, or I believe this is right
over and over again when you’re not prompted to do so, I would say that’s an example of
forcing your opinion on someone.

K: Um, what would you say is the purpose of theatre?

C: Well I’'ve always believed that theatre could illustrate many interesting um, historical
things, factual things, um, humor, I mean, the wonderful power of laughter, um,
informative things. I think it’s a wonderful venue to make people think. I would say the
most impressive theatre that I’ve ever seen was movies or stage plays that made me think.
And you walk away from it and you’re just like man, I never really thought about that, or
man, I really appreciated how they did this or how realistic it was. I would say to educate
people or to make people think and to hold up a mirror to certain situations in life, to
make people laugh. It’s kind’ve multifaceted.

K: Do you think that homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas?

C: Undoubtedly, just because of the proportion of homosexual people who are in the
theatre department. I mean there’s other industries like fashion and like, let’s see what
else, music. You know the arts are just disproportionately representative, or represented
by a large quantity of homosexual members of society for whatever reason you know,
biologically or because they are sensitive and creative or whatever reason you want to put
on that, but [ would say yeah, it’s had to be because there are so many of them there.
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K: Do you think that a play about someone who has homosexual urges but denies them
would be important or accepted in the theatre?

C: It should be accepted because theatre does not quantify or qualify things, that’s part of
the freedom of it, however, because of what I previously stated, the fact that there is a
large community of homosexuals in the theatre and television industry, there would
undoubtedly be people in the theatre that would be offended, and those people tend to be
very verbal, as they are when they are asking for more rights, they are very verbal. I see
no reason why it should be rejected, because a play on the flip side of the coin would be
accepted and I think you have to be mature enough to have a play that’s opposite of what
people would think. It shouldn’t be, but it probably would be.

K: Okay, do you think that artists are elitist?
C: Meaning?
K: Think of themselves more highly than others?

C: Don’t have to stick to social norms and things like that, that they live above, on a
different plane almost?

K: Yes.

C: No. I think to be a good artist the whole idea you know, think of communication arts,
that’s painting, that’s fashion, I mean, any sort of 2D 3D media, I mean, if you’re gonna
communicate with people then you have to be on their level, so that’s kind’ve how I feel
about that one.

K: How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, but any group of people are
socially classified together? In other words, do you think that people should be classified
as social groups or as individuals?

C: Well, I mean, all of us fall into social groups just because of who we are, the color of
our skin, our age, how many children, whether or not we’re married. I mean, we all fall
into categories, I mean, I see homosexuality as more as a category than a social group
because I have several of my friends who are homosexual but the last thing they want to
do is go scream it from the mountains, the last thing they want to do is adopt kids. I
mean, there are all sorts of homosexuals that aren’t as verbal as the ones that you see on
TV picketing this that and the other. Um, I think it’s inevitable that we’re going to
classify people in groups, and if that is your sexual orientation then like it or not that is
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your title. I mean if you walked up to me and said you’re a heterosexual I would say
yeah. [ mean that is my classification.

K: Um, do you, you may have already answered this, but do you feel that homosexuals
are born that way or do you think they choose to be?

C: I think they choose to be. I’ve sat through enough human anatomy and biology and
psychology classes and sociology classes. I’ve had friends argue both points to me. Um,
every single, almost, I’d say 95 % of the homosexual friends that I know all had troubled
childhoods or something. Something that happened. And then the whole attitude of “I
think I’m gay,” that tells me that you’re weighing out your options. To me that’s
borderline concrete thinking. You’re making a decision one way or the other. Um, does
that mean to say that you know, that little boy that was picked on all the way from the
time that he was four years old all the way through junior high school because he was
more effeminate than the other boys, does that mean that he’s going to become gay? No,
he doesn’t have to; unfortunately I’ve seen that happen to where he did. Um, I think it’s a
choice and people would be hard pressed and would have to give me some medical
evidence to prove that it wasn’t.

K: Okay, um, how do you think church-going people, that’s another label, but, how do
you think that church-going people should treat homosexuals and vice versa?

C: That’s a hard one, I mean because it’s so, it depends on your role in the church too
almost, I mean maybe that’s wrong, maybe I’'m thinking about that wrongly. Anyway, the
Bible clearly states that we are to love one another and in that verse it does not quantify
or qualify anything. All right, so that’s step one, I’ve got to love this person whether or
not I agree with them, and shoot I have that with my husband all the time (laugh). The
way that I think is helpful, um, and this is how most of my friends and I have handled this
issue, my homosexual friends and me. We always had a conversation where I stated how
[ felt and why I felt it, I gave them an opportunity to state why they felt the way they did,
and then after that it was never an issue anymore. We were on the same ground, same
level, we understood where each other was coming from, it was never necessary again to
bring it up. Um, of course they would invite me to events and things that would involve
their homosexual friends or whatever and once or twice I went um, these were usually
events that were not .... That were fun related they were not like gay pride type things
that could have been construed in any way that I was supportive of their lifestyle, um, I
didn’t hang out with them on a regular basis, but if you know, if there was a dinner
invitation or something, um, I would go. I mean, I think we have an obligation as
Christians to say you know I don’t agree with your lifestyle and this is why, in a loving,
caring manner, also giving them the opportunity to do the same, I don’t feel you’re
correct because you know, I feel I’m homosexual because of this reason. Um, and then
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once you’ve crossed that bridge I don’t think you should ever revisit it unless the other
person brings it up in a, if they ask a question. I don’t think it’s something you should
revisit without being asked. It shouldn’t be something you beat over each other’s heads
all the time.

K: Okay, last question, are there any questions you feel I should be asking that I have not
or is there anything else you would like to say?

C: Um, something that a friend of mine, a homosexual friend of mine told me one time
that I will never ever forget, um, this particular friend of mine grew up in a church, his
father who was estranged from him and died very suddenly when he was 8 years old, the
man was like 29 years old and died of a massive heart attack. He grew up with a single
mom, grew up in a church, and even once he “figured out he was gay,” he continued in
the church and he and his current partner attend church. And he told me one time that he
prayed that God would change him, change his heart and make him no longer gay, and
that he had told God that if he died and God and Jesus or God sent him to hell that he
would go to hell loving Jesus all the way. And for the first time when my friend told me
that I really understood the struggle somebody has dealing and struggling with this issue
if they have any inclination or thoughts that they are gay and how difficult that must be
knowing what God says about homosexuality in the Bible and still struggling with it.
However, and as I told this friend, I said you know, God doesn’t give you anything that
you can’t handle without His help, He promises you that. And that’s you know, all I said,
I didn’t belabor the point, I didn’t feel it was one to belabor because this boy obviously
knew exactly how God thought about his sin or whatever. Um, that just really um, that
really touched my heart and when I see Christians who are uncharitable or impatient with
homosexuals I always try to kindly remind them that they are people and that many of
them probably know exactly what the Bible says about them and their lifestyle and it’s
probably not even something that they even have to bring up to that particular person.
Um, I really wish that both sides would quit stereotyping each other. I think that the
homosexuals are just as guilty as the religious people. I think both groups tend to make
assumptions about the other group without getting to know them. They justify not getting
to know them because of the Bible, which is a horrible crutch. Um, the homosexuals
don’t try to get to know the Christian people because they assume the Christians are
going to condemn them. So you’ve reached a stand off where people, it’s almost like
they’re just staring at each other over like a 20 foot gap wishing they could be on the
other side, or wishing they could just feel love from the other side. And to me that’s very
sad because of what Jesus taught us all about love, and unconditional love and
forgiveness and sin and the fact that you know, their sin is no different than ours the only
thing is, it becomes different when they continue to, well, no, not really, when they
continue to live in it, it’s no different than the man who continues to drink even though he
knows it’s wrong or continues to do this that or the other. I mean, it’s no different it’s
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just, they need God, and I just wish both sides could find some way to quit stereotyping
each other as religious fanatics and homosexual liberals. I really do wish that. Because
another thing I’ll never forget is a lesbian friend of mine telling me you’re the first
Christian that ever has been a friend to me ever. She said, I have never had a Christian
friend in my life that didn’t constantly tell me that I was dying and going to hell because I
was a lesbian. And she calls me to this day and here I’ve been back in Virginia for five
years, and I take no credit for that, I give all the credit to God because he obviously knew
that she needed to see that you know, all Christians weren’t like that. I think we give
ourselves a bad name many times. And I think they give themselves a bad name too when
they get verbal on television about religious people and say terrible hurtful things about
us. Um, I just, I don’t know that there’s any one way to do it, there probably isn’t. I just
hope that even that one friend of mine that knows a Christian that’s not like that you
know, maybe one at a time we can just touch their lives in a positive way and plant a seed
in their heart that maybe one day you know, through the love of God they’ll find peace
with God.

4/4/05

Email Interview

Jennifer Bell: Age 26, former high school teacher, administrator at a non-profit
organization in Colorado

1. Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?
“Open-mindedness” has several definitions in our culture. Do I consider myself
open-minded in the sense that I believe every life choice that a person makes is
true, just and appropriate and that there are no moral absolutes? No I do not. I do,
however, consider myself open-minded in the sense that I know I do not have all
the answers. I have been able to extensively observe varying cultures both within
the U.S. and abroad and realize that people, to an extent, are products of their
environment. I acknowledge that free-will is granted to all human beings and
they are allowed to make their own choices. I also acknowledge that humans,
both the individuals making a particular choice and those connected in some way
to those individuals, are required to live with the consequences of those choices,
whether good or bad. I understand that I cannot fully know another person’s
reasons for choices they make (background, etc.), and while I strongly adhere to
the principal of free-will, I also believe it needs to be tempered with
responsibility.

2. Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

I have recently moved and I am not currently in proximity or correspondence with
anyone who is openly gay, but in the past I have had several relationships as such.

3. Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?
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The only people who have openly expressed to me that they were struggling with
homosexuality were some friends I had in college.

. What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?
First, I would let them know that I appreciate them confiding in me and that in no
way do I consider them less of a friend or human being. I would then tell them
that, though different people may struggle with areas due to heredity/genetics
(alcoholism, obesity, depression, and, for men, lower amounts of testosterone,
etc.), | believe a homosexual life-style is a choice. Urges and impulses can be
resisted, but it takes hard work. For example, a compulsive eater must choose to
avoid situations and foods that leads him/her to a life-style of obesity and poor
health. I believe that humanity was created with a purpose and an order.
Overwhelmingly, nature requires a male and female to unite in order to produce
offspring. While a homosexual relationship may bring some happiness and
fulfillment, it will only be a shadow of the real thing. The highest degree of
fulfillment is found in the relationship that our Creator intended and for which we
were “wired.” I do not want anyone to be cheated by a mere shadow of the real
thing.

. Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

I believe that the female body and many women are amazingly beautiful. There
have been times when media, publications, etc., have made me feel that those
thoughts bore the hint of homosexuality. I am firmly convinced, now, however,
that appreciating the beauty of women, in all aspects, is a compliment to the
Creator and creation that surrounds us. It fits in with my appreciation for beauty
in may arenas — flowers, landscape, etc. I have never had sexual desires towards
another woman.

. What would you describe as “conventional values?”

A set of values, and even perhaps social mores, held (more strongly a few decades
ago than today) by a majority of the country’s population. I think the term now
has a negative connotation in some circles due to a belief that the act of thinking
any act or choice is immoral, is itself immoral. Some examples would be
abstinence before marriage, fidelity within a marriage, abstaining from
drunkenness, etc.

. Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Yes.

. Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

I think that the terms “spiritual” and “religious” have a wide range of definitions,
depending on their context and to whom you are speaking. For many people,
“religious” implies a person whose purpose is to adhere (or make the appearance
of adhering) to a set of rules. They are defined by the “laws” they keep and the
activities and programs they attend. They give their beliefs lip-service, but their
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words are not always accompanied by passion. Often times their religion can be a
matter of culture, ethnicity and family, rather than a personal conviction.
Spirituality, conversely, is often seen as something much more personal and
emotional. In my experience, many who consider themselves spiritual do not do
so in the traditional sense (i.e. a connection to the Biblical God), but rather in the
sense that they believe in a supernatural. The supernatural could imply ghosts,
god-like beings, angels, aliens, the earth force, nature, etc. In the context of
Christianity, I see “spirituality” as the much needed
emotional/personal/supernatural compliment to the intellectual/physical
“religion.” Spirituality is the conductor for our personal relationship with the
creator. It allows us to get beyond the idea that the Bible and Christianity are a
simple code of ethics and to develop a deep faith that the natural and supernatural
were meant to co-exist and to give purpose and meaning to life on a very real and
personal level. Spirituality can transcend the rules and regulations of religion, but
those rules and regulations are often needed to keep the spiritual side of us in
check. Emotions can often be confused for spirituality, and they are not always
righteous/beneficial. Emotions have led people throughout history to do
despicable things and thus religion plays an important part in guiding them. So,
to finally answer the question, in regards to my first definitions of religion simply
being the appearance of belonging to a particular group or adhering to and
performing certain “acts” devoid of passion and faith, and spirituality simply
being the belief in some type of supernatural, then yes, I believe they can be
separate. However, in the context of Christianity, which is my paradigm, I
believe that both aspects need to co-exist in a person, creating a set of checks and
balances.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?

I strive to be both.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

I believe in a sovereign, personal God. I believe that He has gone to great lengths
to provide an opportunity for me to live a true and purposeful life - not a shadow
of life, but the real thing. I have accepted his offer to be His child and I strive to
allow Him to guide me and to help me improve the lives of those around me.

Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?

I believe there are moral absolutes. For there to be belief in a wrong, there has to
be belief in a right. I doubt that many people could say in good conscious that
wrong does not exist, that, the Holocaust, for example, was simply someone’s
view on how life should be for a certain group of people, and that the view was as
equally right and good as any other view. If we thought the Nazis were simply
following their own innate impulses of what was morally right and good, we
would still have fought them, but would not have been able to blame them for
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their actions because at the very depth of their beings they saw no error in their
ways. They would not have been corrupted by hate, they would have been just
following natural impulses. So, to agree that there is a “wrong” in the universe
also necessitates that there be a “right.” I doubt that many would say that the
actions of Hitler were as moral as, say the actions of Mother Theresa. C.S. Lewis
states it so well:
“Whenever you find a man who says he does not believe in a real Right
and Wrong, you will find the same man going back on this a moment later.
He may break his promise to you, but if you try breaking one to him he
will be complaining “It’s not fair” . . . . It seems then we are forced to
believe in a real Right and Wrong. People may be sometimes mistaken
about them, just as people sometimes get their sums wrong; but they are
not a matter of mere taste and opinion any more than the multiplication
table. . .. The moment you say that one set of moral ideas can be better
than another, you are, in fact, measuring them both by a standard, saying
that one of them conforms to that standard more nearly than the other. But
the standard that measures two things is something different from either.
You are, in fact, comparing them both with some Real Morality, admitting
that there is such a thing as a real Right, independent of what people think,
and that some people’s ideas get nearer to that real Right than others.”
(from Mere Christianity)

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

I feel homosexuality is morally wrong for two reasons. First, as a believer in the
Bible, I feel it is wrong based on numerous scriptures, as well as teachings of
Jesus that explicitly say so. I don’t believe homosexuality is “The Great Sin” that
overshadows all sin, but it is included with pride, greed, gluttony, etc. The
reason I feel homosexuality is dealt with more severely is because to choose o
live in a homosexual life-style is to choose to continually and habitually sin (just
as those people do in heterosexual relationship who disregard the boundaries of
marriage). [ don’t believe that to have a homosexual thought or urge is
necessarily a sin. It is a temptation, just as many other things are temptations.
What we do with temptation is what eventually leads to either virtue or sin. The
second reason I believe it is morally wrong is because, as I stated earlier in the
interview, I feel it is leaves people with only an imitation of the real thing. It
mirrors the type of relationships we were created to have, but it is not able to truly
fulfill those desires. That being said, I think any ideology that tries to convince
people to settle for “good” when they could have the “best” is morally wrong.
How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)
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Most of my reasoning is included in the original answer, but to sum up, my
conclusion is primarily based on observation and religious conviction. Observing
the contrast between homosexual relationships and heterosexual relationships, as
well as listening to my friends who were struggling with homosexuality, has led
me to believe that the natural order is correct. Let me take a moment to say,
however, that I realize not all heterosexual relationships are what they should be
or what they are capable of being, but at least there is the potential if and when
people choose to act unselfishly and appropriately. My conclusion is also based
upon my faith in the Bible and teachings of Jesus, which leave no doubt as the
inappropriateness and sinfulness of practicing homosexuality.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

I think everyone should be free to express their views, and be willing to listen to
other views in return. The key is that I think this should be done in a controlled
and respectful manner. When person is put down and made to feel like less of a
human being for his/her views (i.e. being called a bigot and closed-minded for not
agreeing with homosexuality), then I think that is an example of forcing beliefs on
someone. Rarely are you going to be able to change someone’s belief system
through debate, and when those debates become emotionally heated, everyone
looses. When, in presenting our belief system to someone, we fail to respect them
as people, we force our beliefs on them.

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

As one not involved in theatre, for me it serves mostly for entertainment. At
times I do find it challenges paradigms and allows one to see life from varying
angles.

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not? '

Once again, not being involved in theatre I cannot give a very educated answer.
However, my perception is that homosexuality is more accepted in theatre. Based
on those who I have known in theatre, and media, there seems to be a culture of
“anything goes” in the theatre realm. Perhaps it is because so much of theatre
involves exploration, and therefore any findings of “one’s self” are esteemed.

Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

I think it would be important, but I’m not sure how accepted it would be. It
seems that theatre hates to cast judgment on anything, and to acknowledge that
people deny homosexual urges would be to say that there is something wrong
with them, and that would be taking a moral stance not generally attempted
(acceptance of homosexuality is the preferred moral stance). I think it is
important, however, because I know that it is reality. [ have had friends who have
struggled and overcome their homosexual impulses. It wasn’t easy, but they felt
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it was the right thing to do, and now looking back on it several years later, they
say there is no comparison and they are so glad they made the choice. I think our
society almost pushes people into homosexuality. I think it is important to let
people struggling with homosexuality know that there are options and that others
struggle with the same things they do.

Do you think artists are elitist?

I think any professional/social group can tend to be elitist, because they obviously
feel for what they do, and chose it for a reason and thus place a high amount of
importance on it. Not all artists come across as elitists, but my experiences of
being a non-artist amongst artists have indeed left me feeling that I was looked
upon differently. This is common, however, when you are in a group of people
who share interests that you do not.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

I think any time that you have a number of people who are united on one or
several points/ideologies/principals, and who actively propagate those beliefs, you
will have social classification. Admittedly it is often frustrating. For example, I
am in the classification of “Christian” with many people with whom I do not
agree and with whom I do not want to be associated. People are individuals, and
ideally should be considered as such. However, when taking a stance on an
issue/s that are somewhat controversial, people to an extent define themselves and
I believe that some classification is inevitable.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
See # 4

How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?

I think the church should treat homosexuals with respect and love, just as the
church is supposed to treat all of humanity. Homosexuals should be welcomed in
with grace. However, that being said, I also think that homosexuality is a sin and
not something that should be ignored. Therefore, I feel it is important that
homosexuals be given time to evaluate their life-style in light of the Bible (if the
teachings of the Bible are not to be accepted and heeded, one need not be in
church, and one cannot just pick out the portions of the Bible that are convenient
to believe in) and be given help and encouragement as they strive to live a holy
life devoid of homosexual practices. At some point, I feel a line must be drawn in
the sand. If a person has been in the church for a period of time and still shows no
remorse, repentance, or at least an effort to reject homosexuality, then they should
take time away from the church to search for what they truly want. God is a God
of love, but He has also given us a set of rules to live by. I would say the same of
a husband/wife who is having extra-marital affairs — something else the Bible also
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clearly identifies as a sin — either stop the sinful act and repent, or else do not
come to church and pretend to be dedicated. This point of view is obviously a
Christian one, but being someone who truly believes the Bible and its teachings, I
would assume that the Christian paradigm is to be expected. I think homosexuals
should treat church-goers with the same respect and realize that to accept the
teachings of the Bible is to accept the moral standard dictated by it. If this were
not the case, there wouldn’t be church-goers. Those in the church have made
moral decisions, just has homosexuals have, and should be allowed the same
freedom to adhere to those views as homosexuals have.

Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?

Email Interview
Anonymous: Ph.D. Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity, Professor in the Midwest
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Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

No. I consider everything to be an aspect of my Christianity. Although most
Christians would view me as (too) “open-minded,” in the larger world I don’t
believe that would be the case.

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

What do you mean by “relationship”? I have a friend who is gay.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

Yes.

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?

I would urge that person to seek counseling to address some of the deep-seated
issues that may accompany that — both the previous development of the
homosexual tendency and the stress associated with being gay. I would also offer
an opportunity to study scripture with that person to help him or her see God’s
perspective for life.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

No.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”

Ethics for a female monastery? HAH! Actually, I seriously doubt conventional
values exist. If any do exist in American society, they would be those proscribed
in the Declaration of Independence, the right to pursue life, liberty, and happiness.
Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Yes to both.

Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?
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There is a difference. Many people are religious but undergo no radical change of
lifestyle. Those who are spiritual no longer live “according to this world.”

31. Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?
Both.

32. How would you describe your relationship with God?
We’re pretty friendly. We argue on occasion, but He always wins.

33. Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?
Yes and no. I believe that God instilled a certain morality in His creation but that
included free will. The unspiritual exercising of free will has resulted in society
defining morality. I believe absolute morals exist. I also believe humanity cannot
or will not work within them.

34. Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?
Yes. Apart from scripture which is unequivocal, it is wholly unnatural.

35. How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)
Probably the process has been cumulative. The values of my family, the teachings
of the church, my separate investigation of scripture, and my associations with
homosexuals have resulted in the conclusion that homosexuality is unnatural,
immoral, and usually the result of psychological trauma in the younger years or
seduction during the critical development of sexuality in the teens.

36. What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?
Roe vs. Wade.

37. What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?
I believe it is primarily to entertain. On the other hand, historically theater has
played significant roles in societal and governmental change, so education must
also play a part. (Pun intended)

38. Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?
Yes. I do not know the answer as to why. It may partially be due to stereotypes
placed upon actors from the outside, thus creating a culturally acceptable “haven”
in drama. Perhaps the larger issue of having to “act a certain role” in society (i.e.,
remain in the closet) makes acting more attractive to some since it has become a
part of a socially acceptable lifestyle.

39. Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?
I think it would be important. I think people would be divided on the issue of
acceptance. I think it would be important because of the perspective it would
share and the potential entertainment value.

40. Do you think artists are elitist?
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Some. Only a minority.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

I’m all about group identity and hate individualism. I’m not sure homosexuality is
a valid “social” definition.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?

I think it is a choice.

How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?

With understanding and the belief that all can learn from open dialogue. Of
course, Christians have a greater responsibility for displaying openness,
acceptance, and love.

Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?

No.

4/13/05
Email Interview
Anonymous: Mid-twenties, teacher

1.

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

Usually. I will always hear and consider the opinion of someone else, even if |
don’t agree with it. When it comes to morals, I consider myself closed-minded
with just anyone, but open-minded to those I admire and respect. (Hope that
makes sense).

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

No.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

Not that I’'m aware of.

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?
My first question would be: why do you feel this way? After that....... Ird
probably ask them a lot of questions, hopefully helping them to realize what
started them feeling that way.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

No.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”

Things that have been taught to your parents, and passed on to you.

Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Yes, every word.
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Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

Yes, there is a difference. Anyone could consider themselves religious if they
believe in some higher power or maybe attended a church. But being a spiritual
person makes you deeper — someone who believes with a reason for why they
believe it. Also, being spiritual means you live your life differently, that every
decision is based on your beliefs. And I would hope that someone who is spiritual
continues to study to discover more about what they believe.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?

Probably both.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

Not what it should be, I struggle to keep it new instead of routine.

Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

Yes, the Bible clearly states it..... several times.

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

No critical thinking involved, the Bible says it, and I believe the WHOLE Bible to
be true.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

To entertain. To bring to life a story written in script-form so that it becomes 3-D.
Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

Yes, I really don’t know why, maybe because in theatre straight people are
usually the minority?

Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

(Don’t quite understand what you are implying with this question).

Do you think artists are elitist?

Can’t speak for all of them-- ????

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

Yes.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
It’s a choice.

How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?
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Love the sinner, hate the sin (not sure I really know how to do that though...).

22. Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do

you have any other comments you would like to add?

I don’t know how valid my opinion is, considering I don’t interact with
homosexuals. Ever. There aren’t any that live where I do, or if they do, they’re
not coming out.

4/26/05

Email Interview

Ed Murray: Minister in Riverton, Wyoming, Licensed counselor for prisons and
private practice, father and grandfather

1.

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person?
I am open minded but think that open minded is define by individuals
and others so much that it is like asking who is liberal or dogmatic.

Depends on the individual and the setting in which it is being used
which involves the culture of the person or group.

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

Yes...Several of my clients are gay here in prison. I sit and talk
to them and acknowledge them when I see them.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

Yes. I know a lot of people in the community and some deal with the
problem of homosexuality in their lives. For many of them it is an
identity issue.

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they thought they
might be gay?

It would depend on the setting and the opportunities of discussion.

If they bring God's word into the discussion I discuss it with them but
in the context of the prison I deal with them where they are at. If they
want to change or want to discuss the behavior then I do. I think there
are a lot of deterrents to that behavior besides God’s word but in my
professional position I have to let them direct the direction of the
helping. Don't misunderstand - I do believe homosexuality, lesbianism,
bi-sexual activity are wrong and against God’s word but I do not let
their behavior keep me from helping with other issues.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

Yes. A lot of men do.. I believe it is because many men don't
understand their sexuality and are uncomfortable with identity and
feelings of inadequacy.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”’
I would understand that as the values of an idealized past. That
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which met a social norm. Anything out of the norm I think is seen as
unconventional - not an accepted way to think.

Do you believe in God? The Bible?

YES and YES.

Some people believe there is a difference between being a spiritual person nd a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?
Religious person keeps rituals-most of the time not knowing why
except their parents did it or that what I have always done. Spiritual
person is a person connected to his practices by faith-lived out of
dedication for a purpose. Most do it with joy and peace.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person?

Both- My spiritual part directs my religious part. When no one else
cares I keep doing it.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

I want to be a man after God's heart but I would hope I am a

friend.

Do you believe in moral absolutism?

Yes...I believe God's word is the standard of how we are to live

our physical lives as well as spiritual. As Jesus said - His word will
judge in the last day.

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong?

Yes - It is against God and His word which condemns it. Creation
itself declares it wrong. '

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

Proving the Bible is God’s word - evidences, history.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

Demanding conformity, submissiveness of another without the right

to and giving negative consequences unjustly.

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

Education, entertainment, I know many use it to promote their

agenda but that does not bother me...I can leave or turn it off but most

of the time I use it to understand them and look for ways to give an

account for my faith.

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

I don't know...I'm not behind the scenes in the theatre. It is

openly acknowledged here (at the prison) but it is not to be practiced. If they get
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caught then they get charges brought against them in the prison. But
again it is against the rules to masturbate also...self harming
behavior...
Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in the theatre?
Yes - it might show that choices are being made. I believe that all
behavior is purpose driven and is to meet needs in learned ways. Choices
are made for that reason in this area.
Do you think artists are elitist?
I think that is in the mind. I daily speak to fellows that think
like that and are entitled.
How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?
No problem - happens all the time depending on the issue - they do that
with Arkansas people also you know...hahah.
Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
I think that more become by choice. Most I see here were victimized
at an early age and never adapted socially, emotionally or etc. More I
see today are bi-sexual. That’s what is becoming so socially accepted.
How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?
I think they need to be invited in to study with. But as I
explained to one lesbian — you’re always welcome here but if you’re looking to
have your lifestyle condoned, it won't happen here.
Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?
No.

4/26/05
Katie Morris: Age 26, Event coordinator for Civic Center Music Hall in a
Midwestern city

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

I would like to believe I am an open-minded person, but I think as much as I try
not to judge people, there are some things I am not open-minded about.

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?
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I have friends and coworkers who are openly gay.
3. Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

Yes, there are a few people [ am very close to who have struggled with
homosexuality.

4. What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?

I would make sure he/she knew that I would still love them and our relationship
would not change.

5. Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?
No, I have personally never dealt with feelings of homosexuality.
6. What would you describe as “conventional values?”

I believe “conventional values” are, in the simplest form, the difference between
right and wrong.

7. Do you believe in God? The Bible?
Yes, I believe in God and the truth of the Bible.

8. Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

I think it depends on the context in which these two words are used. My first
instinct is a religious person is one that wants to “do good” and a spiritual person
is one that wants to “feel good™. I don’t necessarily believe this to be true, it is
just what comes to mind first.

9. Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?

In using my previous definitions, I think [ am, at times, both religious and
spiritual. Sometimes I base my decisions and worship of God on what I perceive

to be a good work, while other times I base it on what might feel good.

10. How would you describe your relationship with God?
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I believe he is the creator of the world and of me. I don’t know how to define my
relationship with Him. One day it is great and I rely on Him 100%, while other
days I feel I have completely neglected Him. Everyday it changes and hopefully I
learn something knew about God and myself.

Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?

I believe in the difference between right and wrong. There is too much “grey” in
our world. We are a society that likes to bend the rules as much as possible in
order to make ourselves feel better about the decisions we are making. [ don’t
think that is how we are supposed to operate.

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

I consider homosexuality to be a sexual sin, like that of adultery.

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

I came to this conclusion by reading the Bible and knowing that God designed sex
to be between a married man and woman.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

If someone talks about their beliefs all the time and also tells me mine are wrong
and their beliefs are the only right ones, they are forcing their beliefs on me.

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?
The purpose of theatre is to enlighten, educate, and entertain.

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

Yes, I believe it is more accepted. Those who have grown up in the theatre tend
to be more accepting individuals, in general. This has been my experience, and is
of course, not the case for everyone. There also tend to be more homosexuals in
the arts and, therefore, those in the theatre have been more exposed to it than the
general public.
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Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

I think it would be important, because it is an area that has not been exposed. In
the plays that have characters with homosexual urges, homosexuality is not only
viewed as okay, but is often glorified.

Do you think artists are elitist?
No, I do not think artists are elitist.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

Yes, I think everyone has different experiences and ideas that make them
individuals. I think it is sad when people are socially classified together. This is
the result of an ignorant and judgmental society. However, it is something for
which we are all a little guilty.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
I do not think individuals are born as homosexuals, because that is not God’s

“design. Homosexuality is very often the result of unhealthy relationships with
parents, abuse, varied experiences, as well as social stereotypes.

. How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who

agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?

We are all equal and we all sin. No one should act as if they are not guilty of
sinning. We should embrace and love those who are homosexuals.

Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?

It looks great to me!
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4/26/05
Email Interview
Anonymous: mid-twenties, college admissions counselor in Oregon

1.

10.

11.

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

Somewhat. I have the conflict I think most Christians have; how do you really
love the person when you really hate the sin?

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

Yes.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

Yes.

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?

I have no idea. I have even had this happen and I still don’t know. I don’t
remember what I said, but I know it wasn’t much.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

No.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”

In what sense? The church? Conventional “Christian™ values in this area have
been that homosexuality is a sin. In a general sense, “conventional values” in the
US are what we think of as the American ideal in the 50’s. Dad works, Mom
keeps house, kids do what is expected. No drinking, drugs, sex, or any of the
“big” sins.

Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Most of the time.

Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

Yes. I see a spiritual person as someone who is concerned about their spirit/soul,
and who is looking for higher answers. A strictly religious person could be
personified as one immersed in rules and rituals. I think there is also a movement
of seeing someone as “spiritual” who is really just someone who focuses on
emotions. I think that may be coming from the new-age movement. Crystals, and
flowing dresses, and dreamy voices.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person?

I think they go hand in hand. To be spiritual without religion is just an aimless
wandering. A chasing after wind. To be religious without spirituality is basically
living under the old law, when it is no longer necessary.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

Turbulent.

Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?
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Sometimes, and yes I see the irony in that. It’s hard to remain absolute in a post-
modern world.

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

Sometimes. I think it is a sin, but then I wonder how God would really react to it.
I just don’t know.

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

It’s an endless cycle of thinking. I am not sure I will ever come to a real
conclusion. The problem is that I can’t see the God I worship as one who would
react toward homosexuality as the church has reacted to it. I do also fully realize
that the “church” rarely acts as God would.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

The stereotype of this behavior is Christians forcing their religion on others, but I
think there is an even more vicious forcing of secular beliefs onto Christians.
What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

To entertain, and to give us insights into ourselves.

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

Yes. | have no idea where it started.

Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

I think it would be very important. I have a sneaking suspicion that it would be
wholly rejected. The theatre is like a sanctuary for homosexuality To bring in that
kind of a play would be like having an Athiest guest-preacher at a church.

. Do you think artists are elitist?

Yes.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

I think it’s natural, but a little stupid. Yes.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
Ah, the question of the ages. I believe people are not born homosexual, but that it
is not always a choice. I think it happens because of experiences in that person’s
life, but that does not equal a choice for them.

How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?

Another tough question. Obviously kindness and love should prevail, but how
can that really happen? I guess I still want that to be my answer: kindness and
love.
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22. Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do

you have any other comments you would like to add?

4/29/05

Email Interview

Phil Reagan: Age 55, Professor of theatre and communication at a Midwestern
university

1.

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

If by “open-minded” is meant nonrestrictive or unrestrictive; permissive,
indulgent, lax, liberal or libertine, then I am not open-minded. If by “open-
minded” is meant tolerant, influenceable, persuadable, or accessible, then I
believe myself to be open-minded. For example, as a person who grew up in the
southern United States, | was at one time somewhat prejudiced in my views
towards African Americans. I believe that I am less so now. Likewise, my view
about the roles of women has shifted over time.

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

I do not have any close friends who are openly gay. However, I have a number of
acquaintances who are living an openly gay life.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

I have a friend who is gay, although he has never openly confessed this fact to me.
I have no immediate relatives who are gay, but in my extended family have been
one or more gay individuals.

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?

I would ask the person why he/she had decided to confide in me. I would try to
ascertain if the person had only feelings of “gayness,” or if they had become
committed to a gay relationship. I would try to assure them of my friendship and
confidentiality. I would try to be a good listener.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

Honestly, no. I guess I have wondered what it would be like to be gay. But I
have never had any desire for a physical relationship with someone of my own
seX.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”

Conventional values are those that have been understood, recognized, or
acknowledged to be such by ordinary people over the history of humankind.

Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Yes, I believe in God as he is revealed in the scriptures of the old and new
testaments of the Bible. I believe the Bible to be God’s revelation of himself to
humankind.
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Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

At times, “spiritual” and “religious” may be used as synonyms. At other times,
“religious” has the specific meaning of practicing one’s faith, being devout, or
holding to a certain doctrine, whereas “spiritual” may refer only to an interest in
the supernatural without the practice of any particular faith.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?

I believe that I am both.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

His relationship with me is alright; it is my relationship with him that I worry
about.

Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?

Yes. I believe some things are right, and some things are wrong. According to
scripture (both old and new testament), the Bible teaches that God is the same
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Jesus also taught his disciples to be perfect, even
as your Heavenly Father is perfect. Absolute perfection is not attainable by
human beings themselves, but with God’s help/grace, humans can attain it.
Christians also are taught to forgive even as we have been forgiven. We are
taught to love one another, not to condemn one another.

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

Yes. The Bible, both old and new testaments, condemns the practice of
homosexuality. See Leviticus 18:22; I Corinthians 6:9; and Romans 1:26, 27,
among other passages.

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

In my own study of the scriptures, I have concluded that the Bible sanctions
sexual union in marriage between a man and a woman. God endorsed this union
in the book of Genesis. Jesus himself endorsed this kind of relationship through
his example by attending the wedding feast in Cana as described in the gospels.
All other sexual unions are mutually excluded by this sanction of both Father and
Son. In addition, sexual unions of all other kinds other than marriage between a
man and woman are specifically condemned in scripture.

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

In the play “The Merchant of Venice” by Shakespeare, there is a specific example
of a Christianized court forcing a Jew, Shylock, to rescind his Jewish faith and
become a Christian on threat of forfeiture of his life and his property. I believe
that verbal threat, use of physical force and use of social pressure have all been
used at one time or another to force beliefs on someone else.

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?
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The ancient Greek word for the physical theatre was “theatron,” meaning “seeing
place.” I believe that the theatre should be a place for us to “see” more clearly: to
examine, to discuss, to inform, to persuade, to enlighten, to inspire and to
entertain (as in the specific use of the word meaning “to entertain a thought™; to
consider). The ancient Greeks, as did the ancient Egyptians before them, believed
theatre to be a place where their faith/beliefs might be extolled, examined, and
grabbled with; a place where important questions might be asked and answers
proposed. In this same spirit, I believe that theatre can be of service today. As
Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things.”

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

No, I do not. Questions concerning the acceptability of homosexuality are asked
within all social arenas today: the media, the government, the military, the
business world, religion, the arts, etc.

Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

A play that took this perspective would be important, yes. Would it be accepted?
Although politically incorrect, in conservative elements of our culture this
perspective would likely receive acceptance. However, in the more liberal
elements of our culture, not only would it not be accepted, it would most surely be
vehemently attached as discriminatory, biased and anti-intellectual.

Do you think artists are elitist?

Some artists are elitist; others, however, are not elitist. Some artists seek to be
influential, and to accomplish this goal, seek to become a part of the ruling elite.
To control taste is a very powerful thing — and power appeals to many people, not
just those who are artists. Some artists, however, do not seek power or influence
— but they acquire it, nevertheless, because of their talents. I don’t consider artists
like these elitist.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

Stereotyping should always be avoided. Homosexuals should be viewed as
individuals.

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
This is a difficult question, and my short answer is I don’t know. However, I
know of no conclusive studies that prove homosexuality is a genetic condition.
How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?
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I believe church-going people should treat homosexuals, and those who agree
with homosexuality, with kindness, consideration, respect and love.

Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?

Polarization on this issue makes me wonder if dialogue is possible. Under what
circumstances can dialogue occur? Can theatre be a mediating force for more
thoughtful and considerate dialogue, when the dialogue thus far has been so
strident as to be referred to as the “culture wars?” These are questions that you are
trying to address — and they need addressing. I hope you can find the common
ground needed for such a dialogue.

5/272005
Email Interview
Karen Reynolds: Age 27. Medical student in Texas

1.

Do you consider yourself an open-minded person? Why or why not?

Yes. It’s important to hear the opinions of others. This shows respect and often
opens up possibilities of friendship and trust.

Do you have a relationship with anyone who is openly gay?

No.

Do you have friends or relatives who deal with homosexuality?

What would you say to someone who confided in you that they might be gay?

I would thank them for their trust in me. The rest of what I would say would
depend on the situation.

Have you ever dealt with thoughts of homosexuality personally?

No.

What would you describe as “conventional values?”

Not to appear to cliché, but for lack of better terms, conventional values are those
that stand the test of time, values that are held in high esteem from generation to
generation. These values include, but are not limited to, honesty, integrity, and
morality.

Do you believe in God? The Bible?

Yes. Yes.

Some believe that there is a difference between being a spiritual person and a
religious person. Do you see a difference? Why? Why not?

Yes, I believe there is a difference. While the two terms often go hand in hand, I
believe people can be religious without being spiritual at all. For example, they
can go through all the motions of going to church and doing good but not have a
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personal relationship with God. My personal relationship with God, in
combination with my religious practices, defines my spirituality.

Do you consider yourself a religious person, or do you consider yourself a
spiritual person? Or both?

Both.

How would you describe your relationship with God?

. Do you believe in moral absolutism? Why/why not?
12.

Do you believe homosexuality is morally wrong? Why or why not?

Yes. I believe morality is defined by God’s law, and God does not approve of
homosexuality.

How did you come to the conclusion you have come to on this issue? (What kind
of critical thinking, if any?)

What do you consider to be an example of someone forcing his or her beliefs on
someone else?

What do you believe is the purpose of theatre?

I think theatre serves many purposes. It can provide comic relief; it can drive
home a point, and it can represent the many experiences of life.

Do you think homosexuality is more accepted in theatre than in other social
arenas? Why or why not?

I’m not sure. I haven’t been around homosexuality enough in any arena to be
qualified to answer that. But from what I’ve heard, my answer would be yes.
Do you find that a play about someone who has homosexual urges, but denies
them would be important or accepted in theatre? Why or why not?

Do you think artists are elitist?

No.

How do you feel when people, specifically homosexuals, are socially classified
together? Do you feel people ought to be classified as individuals rather than
groups?

If it’s necessary to be classified at all, then individual classification is the only
appropriate action. It bothers me when they are classified together because it’s
usually with such a negative connotation that the end result is complete
avoidance. But the bottom line is that they are all still people. And how am I as a
Christian supposed to reach them and help them if I avoid them?

Do you think homosexuals are born homosexual, or do you think it is a choice?
I don’t believe people are born as homosexuals, nor do I believe they all
consciously choose to be homosexuals. Some do choose it, but I believe it is
deeper than that. There are many studies that have revealed that homosexuality
develops because of emptiness due to a lack of relationship with their same sex
parent while growing up.

How do you think church-going people should treat homosexuals and those who
agree with homosexuality, and vice-versa?
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“Church-going people” must approach each situation with love. They must not
condemn, but first must build a relationship consisting of trust. I also do not
believe they should use the phrase “love the sinner but hate the sin.” To the
person who is struggling with homosexuality, what they do is who they are. And
we must remember that this sin is no greater than any other, and when it comes
down to it, any sin I struggle with weighs the same as the sin of homosexuality.
Are there any questions that I have not asked that you feel I should be asking? Do
you have any other comments you would like to add?
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