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SATURDAY. Sunny and
‘ﬂ cold. Low 12. High 32
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SUNDAY. Partly sunny,
continued cold. Low 15.
High 46
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Faculty recognized for community service

Shannon Bender

~CT NEws EpITOR

Imagine yourself at a movie theater,
camping in the woods or on the ski slopes
assisting others as you earn class credit.
Students in the Adapted Physical Educa-
tion course offered by the School of Educa-
tion could dothese and similar activities as
health and physical education majors.

Assisting persons with

ings.

“That is the greatest realization stu-
dents bring back to the classroom,” she
said.

Ballinger’sis one of six faculty members
selected to become the first class of VCU
Service Learning Associates. Similar
coursesare offered by the School of the Arts
and the departments of English, foreign
languages and psychology.

Service learning,

disabilities or special
needs in the surrounding

e of the new VCU

BOARD OF VISITORS :’mtlatxves that inte-

rates service with

community through a
learning or recreational environment will
give students the opportunity to apply
knowledge learned in class.

“It allows the student to gain an aware-
ness of person’s with disabilities,” said
Debra Ballinger, assistant professor of
physical education. “Theyrealize that these
are not just people with disabilities, but

real people with real emotions and feel-

teachmgand research,
was introduced to the Board of Visitors on
Thursday.

“Service learning extends VCU into the
community through the activities of our
students and faculty,” said VCU President
Eugene P. Trani.

Service learning, defined as a course-
based, credit-bearing educational experi-

organized service activity, meets identi-
fied community needs and reflects on the
service activity in such a way as to gain
further understanding of course content.
Students learn a broader appreciation of
the discipline and are enhanced with a
sense of civic responsibility.

“More faculty believe that the best stu-
dent learning happens when students are
active in their learning,” said Catherine
Howard, director of the Office of Commu-
nity Programs and assistant professor of
psychology.

The structure of the classes work to
complement the research and theories
learned in class to the real world, Howard
said, and the community activities relate
to what students learn in class, offering a
hands-onapplication to textbook readings.

“The learning is enriched because the
students areapplying what they are learn-
ing and start to make linkages in their
readings and lectures to real world situa-
tions,” said Howard.

Apilot program was conducted last year
by Barbara Myers in the Department of
Psychology. VCU students were paired
with first- to fifth-grade children at Carver
Elementary School as part of a child psy-
chology course. Students met 2-3 hours per
week with the children and provided both
tutoring and enrichment activities.

“Thisinitiative represents exactly what
an urban university is all about,” said
Trani.

The Board of Visitors’ meeting began
with areportby VCU President Trani, who
recognized faculty members’ reaching out
to the community and introduced to the
board members faculty who exemplify ini-
tiatives to extend university resources.

In other business, the board discussed
the focus of the national media during the
last year on several VCU projects and
initiatives. The Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation featured the new School of Engi-

SERVICE continued to page 4>

Melodie Namkoong
CT StAFF WRITER

Until a permanent director comes on board, the Office
of Financial Aid will continue to operate with a transi-
tional management team of associate and assistant direc-
tors.

* After Charles Kinder, the last financial aid-director,
announced his early retirement in spring 1996, a manage-
ment team was organized to facilitate the transition for a
new director.

Assistant Director Timothy Wolfe and Associate Direc-
tors Donald Mclver and Michael Barree handle specific

ence in which students participate in an
e

Chieu Nguyen/Commonwealth Times
NEXT PLEASE — These students wait for their number to be called at the Office of
Financial Aid. Long lines are often a part of the first few weeks of school.

Search continues for financial aid chief

areas in the financial-aid office and report to Sherry
Mikuta, director of support services, who heads the team.
“Ithinkitis operating well,” Mclversaid ofthe manage-
ment team’s operation, noting that the team members
offer many combined years of financial-aid experience.
“Tim and I have had 50 years of financial-aid experi-
ence, so we are well prepared for this capacity. We're not
inexperienced. We've dealt with these processes before.”
Sherry Sandkam, associate dean of graduate studies
and chairwoman of the search committee for a new direc-
tor, said an advertisement for the vacancy appeared in

DIRECTOR continued to page 3>

Student voices plea
for college funding

Richard Taliaferro

CaprTAL NEWS SERVICE

No matter if it’s George Mason University, Virginia
Tech or the University of Virginia, the story remains the
same: Talk toany college studentand be prepared tolisten
to the struggles of someone attempting to graduate with-
out drowning in waves of debt.

Some survive working at least one job while taking a
full classload to realize a dream. Others leave early —
their dreams unfulfilled and bills waiting to be paid.

Bryan Hubbard of Southwest Virginia reached his
dream — but not without a struggle. A senior studying
government at George Mason in Fairfax, Hubbard, 21,
traveled to the Capitol in Richmond to say h_is pieceat the
final publichearing concerning amendments tothestate’s
budget.

He told a joint meeting of the House Appropriations
and Senate Finance committees how education cuts and
broken promises hit the GMU campus.

“Since the first day that I stepped on George Mason’s
campus,” the Lebanon, Va., native said, “I was acutely
aware of the fact that we were funded at 60 percent of the
doctoral average.

“I saw students standing in the aisles of my classes. I
had adjunct professors that couldn’t be reached because
they were working their regular jobs.

“Istruggled to pay $100just to park my car after paying
thousands of dollars in tuition — all because the General
Assembly said I was attending school in Northern Vir-
ginia, and ‘They have plenty of money up in Northern
Virginia.”

Hubbard especially has been disappointed in the Allen
administration. As a freshman member of the College
Republicans during Gov. George Allen’s successful bid for
office, Hubbard remembers attending rallies and listen-

PLEA continued to page 4>

VCU will be closed Jan. 20

because of Lee/Jackson/King
Day. The CT will be back Jan. 22.
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- Weird

NEWS

+Officers who can’t go with the
flow earn overtime

The New York City Police Department
has spent more than $260,000 since 1992
onovertime pay for their nightshift officers
waiting for a flow to start for their urine
drug-testing, revealed the New York Post.

Theaverage overtime reported is for 3.5
hours, and drug testing is done only during
the day hours.

eSurgeons don’t get the point

A construction worker in Brazil was
hospitalized when a barroom fight left part
ofa5-inch-longknifebladeinside hisbrain.
The blade remained inside the worker’s
brain for one week while doctors tried to
figure out how to remove it without caus-
ing further damage.

The knife was finally removed in a nine-
hour surgical process.

*Girls sure look prettier
at lock-up time

A Mexico city woman serving a six-
month jail term for robbery was selected

SUUE
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Sometimes truth is stranger than ﬁction 3

Miss MexicoJailhousein a pageant featur-
ing 14 of the city’s most physically attrac-
tive inmates in October.

eParliament in a feline frenzy

Amemberofthe Australian parliament,
Richard Evans, proposed in October for all
cats to be eradicated from Australia in 25
years. Evansalso suggested that domestic
cats be neutered until they die out, cat
curfews be put into place, and a fatal virus

- be released to kill all feral cats.

*Man'’s place not in kitchen

A Kentucky man drove himself to the
emergency room after a fight with his
girlfriend’s 16-year-old son left a meat
cleaver lodged in his head and part of a
butcher knife in his back. He was released
the following day after surgical removal of
the kitchen utensils.

*New type of drive-by
proves explosive

Acouplewereinjured by aquarter-stick
of dynamite that exploded in their car in
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September. The couple lit the dynamite to
toss it out the window as a thrill-seeking
adventure, but failed to notice that the
window was closed.

eInternet romance turns ugly

Margaret Anne Hunter of Alexandria,
Va.,, is suing Holly Anne Groves of Texas
for fraud and misrepresentation. Hunter
met Groves over the Internet, and quickly
married what she thought was a business-
man with AIDS who told her the heavy
bandages covering his chest protected his
ribs after a car accident.

Hunter discovered she had actually
married a 26-year-old woman when Grove’s
parents called and asked for “Holly.”

eGrocery store
carries new wares

A Tampa, Fla., couple received jail sen-
tences after they were convicted for trying
to sell their newborn twin sons for $25,000
in a grocery store parking lot.

Circuit Judge Chet Tharpe told the
mother that the court was shocked she

could attempt tosell her children tovirtual
strangers who could have been pedophiles,
murderers or child abusers.

The newborn’s parents were was ar-
rested by undercover-police who were pos-
ing as buyers.

*Man takes a fence-sitting stance
An Alabama man was impaled by a 3-
inch-wide, 20-foot-long steel pipe when his
truck hit a chain-link fence. The pipe went
completely through the man’s chest and
was removed by surgeons.

One surgeon said that if anyone at the
sceneoftheaccidenthad decided toremove
{;he pipe the man would have died of blood
0ss.

*New twist seen
on dental care

InNovember,amaninCalgary, Alberta,
collapsed while brushing his teeth, send-
ing the toothbrush one inch-deep into his
eyesocket below the eyeball. He was told by
an ophthalmologist thathe would suffer no
permanent injury.

—compiled from news sources

VGU BASKETBALL

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

RAMS .. OLD DOMINION

All VCU/MCV Students Admit-
ted Free with Valid Student I.D.

Buses will run every 15 minutes
beginning at 2:45 p.m.
from Johnson Hall.

-

Saturday, January 18
Rohins Genter gu

VCU Lady Rams vs. James Madison
Sunday, January 19 ¢ Franklin Street Gym ¢ 2:00 p.m.
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Photography degree may soon be offered

Sara Kukorlo
CT StAFF WRITER

Students of the School of the Arts soon may have
another major from which to choose. Interested photogra-
phy buffs perhaps not only can explore their talents and
interestsin photography butalso can earn a formal degree
while they do it.

Richard Toscan, dean of the art school, said the school
is considering offering a four-year bachelor of fine arts
degree in photography.

“The degree would be a professional, conservative
degree similar to other art programs,” he said. “We’re
trymg to put a proposal on the table to see if it makes
sense.”

Dale Quarterman, acting chairperson for the photogra-
phy and film department, said no other public institution
in Virginia offers a BFA degree for photography.

Toscan said the university has turned away students
from other states who want to earn bachelor’s degrees in
photography because the school does not offer a formal
degree in it.

“We are not meeting the needs of students around the
country who want to study photography and who want a
BFA photography degree,” Toscan said, explaining that
the school has been offering an informal degree. “The time
has come to either formalize it or do something else with
it.”

Nonetheless, Quarterman said, VCU offers a master’s
of fine arts degree in photography, so undergraduate
students wishingtoconcentrate on photography canchoose
from two options.

The first, he said, is to go through the School of the Arts
and the art foundation program then try to enroll in the
communication arts and design department and study in
the photography track.

This way a student can earn a bachelor’s of fine arts
degree in communication arts and design with a concen-
tration in photography.

The second option is to work toward a bachelor’s of
general studies degree, which allows students to complete
mostlyacademiccourses while concentratingin photogra-
phy. This alternative results in a bachelor of general
studies with a concentration in photography.

Dorothy Fillmore, coordinator for the Bachelor of Gen-
eral Studies Program, said VCU offers this type of degree
for mature students who have a goal that cannot be met
with a traditional program.

Forinstance, a student interested in a degree in photo-
journalism would take photography classes through the
School of the Arts and writing classes in the School of Mass
Communications. This would result in a BGS degree in

Two blasts hit Ga. abortion clinic

photojournalism.

To enter the general studies program, students having
completed 30 college credits and maintaining a cumula-
tive “C” grade-point average must complete an applica-
tion and write a goals statement. They then design a
curriculum in cooperation with one or two advisers before
submitting it to the admissions committee for approval.

“We would no longer admit students with that focus
area (photography) because there will already be a pro-
gram,” Fillmore said of the art school considering a
bachelor’s degree in photography. “We’ll be delighted
when the School of the Arts has a photography program.
We want to be supportive.”

Toscan said school administrators are wrestling with
the issue of how much and what kind of conventional art
background photography students should have to earn a
degree.

The school, he said, recognizes that photographers

Mary Times
PICTURE THIS — Students may soon be able to get a degree in photography from VCU.
No other public institution in Virginia offers a bachelor’s degree for photography.

need to earn a living, so commercial photography as well
as fine arts photography would be included in the curricu-
lum.

“It would be the kind of thing that the school and
photography are doing well now,” he said. “We have a
reasonable track record.

“The question is: How many students could we actually
serve with the number of students we have at the under-
graduate level?”

Quarterman, who has taught photography at VCU for
26 years, said he thinks adequate resources are available
to start the program. Quarterman also has free-lance
experience in commercial, still and architectural photog-
raphy.

“We’rein pretty good shape but could always use more,”
he said. “We’re pretty cramped but could get it started
with the existing space.”

DIRECTOR
continued from page 1

publications such as The Chronicle of
Higher Education and in direct mailings

Second clinic
receives bomb threat
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Two explosions rocked a

building containing an abortion clinic an
hour apart today, and police said it ap-
peared the clinic was targeted. Several
bystanders, including a federal agent in-
vestigating the first explosion, were in-
jured.
The first explosion was reported at 9:30
a.m. at Atlanta Northside Family Plan-
ning Services, located on the ground floor
of a five-story building that also houses
offices of lawyers, dentists and other pro-
fessionals. No injuries were reported in
that explosion, which appeared to come
from the same floor.

An hour later, an explosion erupted
from a trash container outside the build-
ing, injuring a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms agent. He was led “from the
building after the second explosion and
taken away in an ambulance.

Witnesses said there were other inju-
ries, none reported as serious.

“I saw a couple of guys that were hurt,”
said Mitchell Swain, who was sitting in his

car outside the building when the second
blast came. “They were on the ground. One
guy was bleeding. Another guy was hold-
ing his head.”

A half hour after the second explosion,
the Piedmont Clinic, another abortion cen-
ter about a half-mile from the Atlanta
Northside clinic, was evacuated after re-
ceiving a bomb threat.

Extra police officers have been sent to
other abortion clinics around the city as a
precaution; the clinics said they would
remain open.

At the Northside site, two cars near the
trash container sustamed heavy damage,
and police evacuated everyone within 500
yards of the building.

“Itappearsthat theclinicwasthetarget
of(that)explosion,”said police Lt. C.C. Cass.
“We can’t confirm, but it appears to be
some kind of explosive device.”

Witnesses who had gathered outside
after the first explosion heard a loud boom
and felt the concussion when the second
one went off. They could see a bright flash
and debris flying in the air.

The first explosion rocked nearby build-
ings as well, breaking many windows. No
lmunesweremportedfromthatexploswn
said Fulton County Police Lt. Karen Har-

ris.
“It shook -the actual wall of my office,

and I have a lot of glass around me,” said
Craig Harris, sales manager at Auto Data
Inc., across the street. “It definitely scared
me. It sounded like an extremely close
thunderstrike... but there wasnorain. My
second thought was that it was an explo-
sion.”

Swain was at the building with his wife,
Gloria, for an appointment and had ar-
rived just after the first explosion.

“We ... saw debris fly everywhere. It
blew out our back window,” Swain said.
The Swains and their 6-month-old grand-
son were not hurt.

The government last year said violence
aimed at abortion clinics and people who
workinthem —including shootings, bomb-
ings, arson, death threats, chemical at-
tacks and clinic blockades —has occurred
in at least 28 states, the District of Colum-
bia and dozens of cities.

In 1994, John Salvi killed two recep-
tionists at abortion clinics in Massachu-
setts and former minister Paul Hill used a
shotgun tokill twomen outsidea P 1

sent to other institutions.

Theresponsibilities ofthedirectorwould
includeinterpretingand implementing the
federal, state and institutional policies as
well asoverseeing the effective use of funds
and the integrating process for students.
That person also will supervise personnel
and become the liaison for developing and
maintaining appropriate communications
with all constituents plus maximize rel-
evant computer applications.

The committee, Sandkam said, screens
applicants and conducts telephone inter-
views before sendingits rec dation
to Henry Rhone, vice provost for student
affairs, for further review.

“We want an experienced financial-aid
person with hands-on experience in the
kind of environment we are in,” Mclver
said. “I think itis difficult to find someone
who meets all of our expectations, so I
personally do not think the search is tak-
ing longer than

Ten people serve on the search commit-

Fla., abortion clinic. A year earlier, Dr.
David Gunn was shot to death at another
Pensacola clinic.

Hill was the first person convicted of
violating the federal Freedom of Access to
Clinic Entrances law, and was sentenced
to two life terms.

teewith Sand} Theyincluderepresen-
tatives from the financial aid department,
admissions and student services.

Feed your brain.

Rmd the CT.
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Vandallsm

A female employee reported that on 1/
8/97 between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. un-
known person(s) vandalized state prop-
erty on the fourth floor of the North Hos-
pital on the MCV campus.

Assault
Two female employees reported that
on 1/8/97 at 4:45 p.m. they were assaulted
by aknown subject on the fifth floor of the
Main Hospital on the MCV campus.

Vandalism
A female employee reported that be-
tween 4 p.m. on 12/30/96 and 9:45 a.m. on
1/8/97 unknown person(s) vandalized
state property on the second floor of
Franklin Terrace.

Damage To Property

A female employee reported that be-
tween 5 p.m. 12/17/96 and 3 p.m. 1/7/97
unknown person(s) damaged property in
the game room in the basement of the
Student Commons.

1/10
Grand Larceny

A female employee reported that be-
tween 11/18/96 and 11:50 a.m. on 1/9/97
unknown person(s)removed property from
its unsecured location on the first floor of
Harrison House.

Total value: $200.00

Grand Larceny

that be-

Crime Short

For emergencies, call
VCU police at 8281234 or
use the ERTS phones.

tween 12:15 p.m. 1/10/97 and 4:30 p.m. 1/

11/97 unknown person(s)removed alaptop

computer from its secure location on the

first floor of the Student Commons.
Total value: $1,940.00

1/14
Petit Larceny

A female employee reported that on 1/
13/97 between 1:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. un-
known person(s)removed acellular phone
from its unsecure location on the first
floor of Sanger Hall on the MCV campus.

Total value: $90

Petit Larceny
A male employee reported that on 1/
13/97 at 8 a.m. unknown person(s) re-
moved keys from an unsecure location on
the first floor of Harrison House.

1/15
Petit Larceny

Amaleemployeereported thaton 1/13/
97 between 11:15 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. un-
known person(s) removed property from
its unsecure location on the seventh floor
of New Ambulatory Care on the MCV
campus.

Total value: $17

Threatening Calls

A female employee reported that on 1/
14/97 between 7:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
unknown person(s) made threatening
phone calls to the Obstetrician/Gynecol-
ogy Emergency Room in the Main Hospi-
tal on the MCV campus.

N.H. Is King Day holdout

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CONCORD, N.H. — In his “I Have'a
Dream” speech, the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. declared: “Let freedom ring from
theprodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.”
Three decades later, New Hampshire re-
mains the only state that does not explic-
itly honor the slain civil rights leader with
a holiday. Instead, it has a compromise
Civil Rights Day on the third Monday in
January, the same day the 49 other states
honor King by name.

This year, however, with more Demo-
cratic state legislators and a Democratic
governor, even staunch opponents think a
bill that would add King’s name to the
holiday has a good chance of passage in
New Hampshire’s Republican-controlled
Legislature.

The debate over the holiday reflects the
strong beliefs — and the stubborn pride —
many Granite Stateresidentsbringto poli-
tics in this state of 1.14 million people, 97
percent of them white.

“It seems to be in the tradition of New
Hampshire’s approach to things, which is
a little different from the rest of the world,
but so what?” asked Joseph McQuaid, edi-
torin chiefof The Union Leader of Manches-
ter, which has strongly opposed a King
holiday.

“I think Civil Rights Day is bigger than
Martin Luther King. And I think there’s
been a strong sentiment in this state, since
presidents of the stature of George Wash-
ington and Abraham Lincoln have been
relegated to President’s Day — which is a
trumped-up, made-up holiday — we don’t
see why one individual in civil rights de-
serves a day unto himself.”

AKingholiday bill first came before the

Legislature in 1979 and has been intro-
duced during practically every two-year
session since. Opponent skilled the idea
over and over again, arguing that King
associated with communists, opposed the
Vietnam War and was suspected of adul-

tery.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day became a
federal holiday in 1986. By 1992, every
other state had approved some form of the
holiday, although in some Southern states
ging must share the day with Gen. Robert

. Lee.

In 1991, New Hampshire lawmakers
finally compromised and passed Civil
Rights Day, which honors “the many people
from avariety of cultural backgroundswho
fought and died in the struggle to gain
freedom and equality for all individuals.”

That did not get New Hampshire offthe
hook.

“King represents so much more than
civil rights that if you leave him out you
leave out nonviolence, you even leave out
the struggle against racism,” Arnie Alpert,
program coordinator for the American
Friends Service Committee.

King tried “to identify those things that
threatened the soul of America, of which
thedenial of civil rights was one, but grind-
ing poverty and hatred and violence and
war were also threats that King fought to
overcome.”

One of King’s daughters, Bernice, vis-
ited in 1994 and called New Hampshire’s
rejection of the King holiday “intentional,
racist and separatist.”

And lastyear,a white supremacist from
Mississippi, Richard Barrett, came to New
Hampshire and held a small rally to “con-
g'ratulate the state for its refusal to honor

States receive average grade for educatmg students

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — States have come up with a better
picture of what children should know and learn, but many
don’t provide schools or teachers good enough todo the job,
a private study says.

Millions of pupils attend classes in run-down buildings
and receive instruction from teachers who do not special-
ize in their subjects, said the state-by-state analysis
released Thursday by Education Week, a trade publica-
tion for teachers, principals and counselors.

Even when qualified teachers are available, class size
gets in the way of learning, the report said. “The reality is
that nearly halfof our elementary teachers have classes of
25 or more pupils,” the report said. “More than half of high
school English teachers teach 80 or more students a day.”

Thereport, underwritten by the Pew Charitable Trusts,
analyzed 75 different indicators from a variety of govern-

SERVICE
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neering it its Dec. 13 issue, publishing with the story a
color photo from the “Engineering 101” laboratory.

Two commentaries by President Trani have appeared
in national publications over recent months. In the Jan. 2
issue of The Chronicle of Higher Education, Trani dis-
cussed the changing nature of university presidency.

In the Nov. 28 issue of Black Issues of Higher Educa-
tion, Trani co-authored an opinion piece with former Gov.
L. Douglas Wilder, now on the faculty of VCU’s Center for
Public Policy.

Black Issues reported on the South African Health
Care Initiative, in which VCU has teamed up with four of
the nation’s historically black medical schools to expand
health-care delivery in South Africa. Other national
media taking interest in VCU’s expansion include U.S.
News & World Report, CBS and ABC.

Other areas discussed at the board meeting include
VCU’sassociation with the General Assembly while work-
ing with other universities on salary and financial aid
funding, and repairs to Sanger Hall and to student hous-
ing.

mental and private reports and lumped them into six
categories.

States were marked highest, averaging a B, insetting
standards for what students should know and be able to
do. “But those policies have yet to change much at the
school level,” the report said.

Reasons include a lack of quality teachers: the average
was C in that category. States averaged a C-minus on
school climate, which includes class size, school safety,
parental involvement and decision-making latitude af-
forded teachers and principals.

States have started spending more on education but
still average only a C-plusin that category. Efforts to close
the gap between rich and poor, predominately white and
predominately black schools have increased to a B-minus
level but may be opening again, the report said.

And statesstill spend toolittle of their education money

— a C-minus grade — on teaching and learning.

Student performance could not accurately be mea-
sured because of too little data, the editors said, but they
noted that national tests show fewer than half the stu-
dents tested in each state do challenging work.

Although states did not receive an overall grade, and
the study does not attempt to rank them, some stand out.

Despite high poverty and a scattered population, West
Virginia received three A’s, for standards, level of spend-
ing and equally spending the money, in part because of a
state court ruling. Wealthy California, with its huge and
diverse student population and limits on taxes, took home
two D-minuses, a C-minus and an incomplete.

Besides West Virginia, some of the better report cards
went to Kentucky, Vermont, Georgia, Indiana, Maine,
New Jersey, North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, New
York and Connecticut.

PLEA
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ing to Allen’s responses to questions about higher educa-
tion.

“He’d say it’s time that Virginia families get a break
and the cost of a college education cease to rise,” he said.
“He (Allen) implemented the tuition freeze while he
simultaneously cut state support for higher-education
funding.”

A $1 million cut in funding to George Mason has been
proposed in the governor’s 1997 budget amendments.

“I don’t see where the promised break to Virginia’s
families has come,” Hubbard said. “Break their backs,
maybe. I don’t see how he has given any financial relief to
working-class families like my own trying to put their
children through school.”

Calling for the money committees to stop making
education a political issue; the GMU student asked that
the gubernatorial candidates pledge to invest more in the
state’s colleges and universities.

A graduating senior, Hubbard said completing college
in four years has been very tough. His father, the first in
the family to graduate from high school, saved for his son’s
college education since his birth.

Still, with scholarships and help from his grandpar-

ents, Bryan Hubbard worked Christmas and summer
vacations to earn money for school. Nonetheless, he con-
siders himself luckier than most of his college peers.

The soon-to-be GMU graduate said he now looks for-
ward to law school. Again, finances will be the deciding
factor in which school he attends — even Louisiana State
University is not out of the question.

“I can get a better deal as an out-of-state student at
LSU,” he said, “than I could at George Mason University
as an in-state student.”

Although he has not changed political party affiliation,
Hubbard no longer is a College Republican member, but
he already knows who’s going to get his vote for governor
in November even if he votes by absentee ballot.

“Come 1997, I'll be casting my first ballot for a Demo-
crat, and that’s (Lt. Gov.) Don Beyer,” Hubbard said,
acknowledging that Beyer is the likely Democratic nomi-
nee.

“I voted for (Republican nominee Bob) Dole in the
presidential election, but when it comes to the state of
Virginia’s priorities, it seemstome that Don Beyerand the
Democrats have at heart the needs of the people much
more than does the current Republican Party.”
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Barbarians at the Gate

When a story involving a gruesome
murder become national news, shock and
outrage are expressed by an entire coun-
try. We would like to consider ourselves a
civilized nation that cherishes the life of
every living being.

We are also a nation that loves to con-
sume magazines and TV shows, and we
will pay top dollar to get the most sensa-
tional morsels of information. It is inevi-
table that these two perspectives collide
with each other from time to time.

The latest example of this collision was
in the news this week with the investiga-

~=tion into the death of Jon Benet Ramsey, a
six-year-old girl from Colorado who was
found murdered the day after Christmas.
A sheriff's deputy and a photo lab worker
were arrested for

Jeffrey’s refrigerator.

The same goes for the fiery end of David
Koresh and his followers in Waco, Texas
and the O.J. Simpson trial. (Remember
when there was a time before the Simpson
trial? When O.J. was just another actor in
the “Naked Gun” films. Seems like eons
ago.) Most of us would turn down any
dollar sum that would encroach on our
decency. Money cannot buy love, it also
cannot buy a clear conscience.

But for every person who would turn
down the allure of quick cash, there is
someone else who sees dollar signs in the
blood smears.

This provokes the question of “who
cares?” Why not sell whatever commodi-
ties you can get your hands on for some cold

hard cash? If

selling pictures of

themurdersceneto The murder of a six year old girl is
appalling enough to cause a nation-

The murder of a Wide disgust, but to try and make a
six year old girl is tigdy profit of that death is just as

The Globe, a tabloid
magazine.

appallingenoughto

cause a nationwide Offensive to our sensibilities.

people want to
look at the pho-
tos of a mur-
dered child who
are we to stop
them? There is
a rubbernecker
in all of us, who

disgust, but to try
and make a tidy profit of that death is just
as offensive to our sensibilities.

What would motivate this breach of
common sense and morality is simple
enough to track down: the almighty dollar.
Money from tabloids was behind the more
outlandish breeches of good taste during
the O.J. Simpson trial. The real question
is why would someone offer cash on the
barlrel head for the photos of a dead little
girl?

It is the same reason why a Hollywood
actor is offered more money than could
spent in two lifetimes to star in a single
movie. Because the owners of tabloids
believe that the American public will pay
to see it. More often than not, they are
right.

Just because the publicis outraged by a
particular crime does not mean they want
to be spared all the gory details from the
trial transcripts or the true crime books
that reach the newsstands with lightning
speed. We want to hear how longit took for
someone to die. What kind of checkered
pastdid thevictimorthekillerhave? What
the mean of killing was. What sordid
compulsions drove a person to commit the
crime. And if possible, we would like to see
the bloodstained murder scene as well.

To sate our curiosity, we are willing to
pay handsomely.

When the murders of Jeffery Dahmer
were revealed as police raided his squalid
Milwaukeeapartment,aquickietruecrime
book was on the stands less than three
weeks with all the details of what was in

Commonwealth
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slows down to
look at a car crash when we see the red
flashing lights of the ambulance up ahead
on the freeway.

Look at show like “Cops” or “Real Sto-
ries of the Highway Patrol,” which occa-
sionally shows the aftermath of violent
crime on network TV. Peoplelove tolook at
theirfellow humanbeingsindifferentstates
of suffering. It is a proud tradition that
goes back to the Roman Colisseum and
feeding people to the lions. Why not make
money of an ugly but present part of the
human condition?

What thisfails toconsideristhat watch-
ing people being by lionsis fun unlessit you
who is being eaten, or someone you love.

The state of Jon Benet Ramsey’s par-
ents is uncertain at this point. They have
ducked out of sight and are even speaking
to the police through a moderator. Would
they want their daughter’s final end made
into a picture-spread next to the latest
about Kathy Lee Gifford’s or Michael
Jackson’s exploits? If someone was mur-
dered in your own home, your own child for
instance, wouldyouinvite the entire neigh-
borhood to view the corpse? Would you
invite the whole world in?

‘When police investigate a crime scene,
one of the first things they do is put up the
yellow tape that says CRIME SCENE DO
NOT CROSS. The tape is there to protect
the scene of the crime from contamination
thatcan hinder theinvestigation. People’s
lives do not have yellow tape to protect
them from the footprints ofoutsiders. That
issomethingwe canonly enforce ourselves.

Jenny Swiger

Charles Gnilka-editor
Richard Taliaferro
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Editorial e-mail: mac5rdt@atlas Mailing address: P. O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA 23284-2010. Drop
box location: 1149 General Purpose Academic Building (outside of theCommonweasthTIMES office).
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As If Another
Reminder was Necessary

Nothinghurts more thanbeingbetrayed
by someone you know and trust. To take
abuse from a total stranger, from someone
who does not know you as a person, is
easier torationalize than a family member
ortrusted friend. Thesame feelingapplies
to domestic terrorism.

Anexplosionyesterday atafamilyplan-
ning clinicin Georgia has left another welt
onan already battered national conscious-
ness. Terrorismnolongeraninvasion that
crosses borders an oceans to disrupt our
lives, it is now made in the USA.

The explosion at a Georgia family plan-
ning clinic has the unique attribute of
being cinematic. There was an initial
explosion that drove people from the build-
ing and alerted the media. As the news
crews and live TV feeds were gathering
information from the survivors of the first
incident, a second explosion tore through
thearea. Theexplosion was caughtontape
and subsequentlybeamed intolivingrooms

paraded by the FBI before the TV cameras,
and we were shocked to discover that they
were Americans. Timothy McViegh and
Terry Nichols were two Americans who
had come from the heartland of the country
and even served in our military. The faces
of the two suspects who looked, well, nor-
mal. They looked like any person you
might stand in line with at 7-11 to grab
your morning coffee and lottery ticket.

Like in the movie “Casablanca” we had
expected a round-up of the “usual sus-
pects”. To see someone with a name that
sounded foreign, or observed a religion
that was different than ours was what we
wanted. Now the news was not just unset-
tling, but downright terrifying.

It waslikea curtain had been torn away
as the implications of the Oklahoma city
bombing sank in. We no longer lived in a
country were people were willing to regard
one another or their government with re-
straint. Sure, there is tension between

across the races,
Cousntrf_ It was like a curtain had been torn away as :Lassesl andf
the chaos o the implications of the Oklahoma city bomb- government
terrorism is ing sank in. We no longer lived in a country involvement
nothingnew  ore people were willing to regard one S el
theVietnam another or their government with restraint. lieved notbe
;‘;i;wsgj;‘{i Sure, there is tension between races, classes 50, Yirent
huddled in and the role of government involvement in  stoop to out-
fzfsr :rfdb;é: our lives, but was believed not be so virulent :}g};‘ homi;
bris filled that it would stoop to outright homicide. Since
the air on Oklahoma

our evening news. But is it was always
someplace else, often in countries we had
never heard of or could find on a map.
Seeing such terror happening to Ameri-
cans on American soil is a whole new
experience.

When the first pictures of the World
Trade Center explosion appeared on CNN
in on a cold February morning in 1993,
there was an unsettling realization that
America was no longer immune from ter-
rorism.

The sight of the World Trade Center
with smoke pouring from its windows,
terrified and injured people stumbling out
of the building, police and fire trucks
clustered at the base of the twin towers,
were images we would expect in Beirut or
Sarajevo, not in downtown Manhattan.

Whentheculprits were caught, wefound
that the perpetrators were from another
country with a different culture. In a way
that was areliefto find that the attack had
come from outside, just like Pear]l Harbor.
It would be easy to portray ourselves as
innocent people victimized by hostility that
had come from our exterior.

‘When the Oklahoma City bombinghap-
pened two years later, the initial blame
again was on an outside force. The magni-
tude of the damage and loss of life was
unprecedentedin American history. Some
talk show hosts were so certain that the
attack was by a foreign power that they
demanded bombs be dropped on any coun-
try we even suspected.

Then the suspects were arrested and

City, we have become aware that tensions
are mounting in our society. The nature of
the economy had changed. The diversity of
the population has grown. Ourscience and
our re-examination of our morality has
cause some division in beliefs to become
chasms.

Most disturbing, more people feel that
our government is no longer on their side.
The belief that government is out of touch,
or even hiding an insidious secret agenda
has found more favor among those who feel
frustrated and powerless.

The result of this is that some individu-
als or groups will no longer have reserva-
tions against putting their fellow citizens
in the crosshairs of their vengeance. This
putsthe pressure on the need for those who
believe that compromise and progress can
be found without bloodshed.

We often joke how the government is
crooked. How our vote does not matter.
How no one cares if tension between differ-
ent communities builds. How it will al-
ways be this way, so why bother trying to
do anything about it.

There is a result from such thinking,
and that is to give credit to those whomake
thebombs and gain powerby turning people
against one another.

What happened in Georgia wasjust one
incident, but there is a larger trend that is
gathering strength behind it. It is time to
acknowledge that oceans, bordersoratele-
vision screen can no longer give us a com-
fortable distance from the rage lurking in
our own backyard.

Got an opinion on something?

Letus know about it.
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CALL THE IRS AND HANG UP

Study Shows Young Filers Reach Out to Touch the Tax Man

Along with the Internet and sophisticated computer
software, younger Americans have a great way to
make life easier - filing their taxes by phone.

Using a Touch-Tone phone, the file-by-phone sys-
tem called TeleFile was used last year by nearly
three million taxpayers - over half of whom were
under 25 years of age. More than 26 million people
nationwide are eligible to use the service this year,
according to the IRS.

"The TeleFile program is ideally suited for college
students and those earning under $50,000 annu-
ally with fairly basic tax returns," points out Judy
Tomaso, national director of communications.
"The procedure is quick, there's no paperwork to
mail, and it's the fastest way to get refunds," she
said. '

How It Works

Taxpayers who qualify for TeleFile get a special
tax booklet in the mail letting them know they are
eligible. They call a toll-free number from any
Touch-Tone phone and answer a series of prompts
on wage and tax information from their W-2 form.
After responding to the prompts, the system cal-
culates the total taxable income, adjusted gross
income, amount of refund or balance due and even
the earned income tax credit for those who qualify.
No tax tables are needed.

Proof of Filing

Once a caller gets a confirmation number, they just
hang up the phone, which completes the filing. The
entire call typically takes less than ten minutes and
the service is available 24 hours per day. The con-
firmation number, which should be written on the
TeleFile Tax Record and kept with other impor-
tant tax papers, is the record that shows taxes were
filed. It can be given to banks, lending institutions,

the Department of Education and the Small Busi-

ness Administration as proof of filing

One of the primary TeleFile benefits is the speed
by which TeleFile returns are processed with typi-
cal tax refunds being mailed to taxpayers within
three weeks.

This year, TeleFile users can be either single or
married, filing jointly, with no dependents, with
taxable income less than $50,000, including wages,
tips, taxable scholarships or fellowship grants, tax-
able interest of $400 or less, and unemployment
compensation. Also, taxpayers must have filed a
tax return previously and not have changed resi-
dences in the past year.

TeleFacts -

* 92 percent of users were very satisfied with
the TeleFile program

* 99 percent of TeleFile users said they would
file by phone again

* Nearly 97 percent of filers received a refund
averaging $438

* 52 percent of filers had completed some
college or vocational training and 21 per-
cent were college graduates

* 73 percent of filers were under 30 and 52
percent were under age 25

« 80 percent had income less than $30,000;
30 percent had income less than $10,000
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SLEAZY RIDER — Woody Harrelson portrays the ruin and the glory of Larry Flynt.
Courtney Love has received rave reviews for her portrayal of Flynt’s wife, Althea.

‘The People vs. Larry Fiynt is an artistic
coup and a thought-provoking work

Lynn Hafer

CT SPECTRUM EDITOR

“The People vs. Larry Flynt”
must be discussed on two levels.

The firstlevelis areview of the
film itself.

“Larry Flynt” is a wonderful
creation and deserves all of the
critical and industry harrahs it
has so far received.

Since many students are too
young to remember Larry Flynt,
a raunchy, uneducated, money-
hungry sex entrepreneur who
founded “Hustler”magazine, this
film will be unfamiliar ground. It
deals with Flynt'srise tothe topof
the lucrative sex industry, his
turbulent personal life and his
fight for pornography to be pro-
tected under the First Amend-
ment, which grants Americans
freedom of speech.

Woody Harrelson pullsout the
stopsin his portrayal of the unlik-
able Flynt.

It is a realistic portrayal that
has you cheering for Flynt one
minute and then hating him the
next. Courtney Love gives an un-
expectedly good performance as
Flynt’sloveinterest, the stripper/
drug addict Althea Leasure, and
Loveoffers someclassicand touch-
ingmoments. Criticsmaysaythat
she was just playing herself, yet
in pressreleases, producer Oliver
Stone explains why Love was cho-
sen for the role:

“(She) maybe crazy in the way
that all artists are, and eccentric,
but a responsible person, who

knew the importance of the film
and would get it done.,” Stone
explained.

Director Milos Foreman, pre-
vious winner of two Academy
Awards, kept what could have
been adrawn-outbiographymov-
ing at a steady pace. And he and
the crew did an exceptional job
converting the Memphis loca-
tions where the film was shotinto
everything from.the Kentucky
shack where Flynt was born to
strip clubs and courtrooms. Fore-
man also did an exceptional job of
motivating his cast to capture all
the extreme emotions and char-
acteristics of the real life people
the were portraying.

Asafilm, “ThePeoplevs. Larry
Flynt” is exceptional.

But its subject matter must
also be considered. It deals with
fundamental issues all Ameri-
cansmustfaceeveryday. Anditis
on this level that the film has
been controversial.

To an extent “The People vs.
Larry Flynt” does romanticize
Flynt's lifestyle and it does
downplay the extent of his and
“Hustler’s” involvement with de-
viant sexual behaviors such as
child pornography. It is interest-
ing to note that when they first
becameinvolved Leasure was still
underage.

Becauseofthis, manyreligious
and women’s organizations are
protesting this film in much the
same way they protested against
Flynt.

However, Harrelson sums up

his feelings on Flynt in the film’s
press release, “ You may not like
the fact that he’s a pornographer,
and you may not respect his out-
rageous antics, but you have to
respecthim for goingoutand fight-
ing to secure what he feels are his
basic rights.”

“The People vs. Larry Flynt”
will offend those
withastrongcon-
servative

approach to
morality.

However, allof
those who do see
the film should
askthemselvesto
what cost should
fame and fortune
be pursued? And
what price are we
willing to pay for
our freedoms?

One cannot
leave this film
withoutquestion-
ing theirownval-
ues and the val-
ues of society. It
shows us the full
spectrum of reli-
gion and moral-
ity in our society
as Flynt repre-
sentstheextreme
left and Jerry
Falwell repre-
sentstheextreme
right. Should one
have the right to
exist and not the
other?

Hollie Atkins

CT AssocIATE SPECTRUM EbITor

Creativity is something an
artisthasasurplus,butmoney
often isn’t.

The Virginia Commission
for the Arts recently granted
23 quality-based fellowship
awards to artists across the
state to provide funds for fur-
ther development of their
work.

Allan Rosenbaum, associ-
ate professor in VCU’s School
ofthe Arts, wasgranted $3,000
through this program.

“I intend to use the funds
formy studio work, formateri-
als,” he said.

Rosenbaum, who has been
at VCU since 1986, works pri-
marily with ceramics, focus-
ingon figurativesculpture. He
also draws.

Originally from Missouri,
Rosenbaum received a bach-
elor of science degree from the
Universityof Wisconsin-Madi-
son and a master’sin fine arts
degree from VCU.

Inspiration for his works
come from a variety of sources
including historical ceramics
of pre-Columbian western
Mexico, medieval Japan and
the Italian Renaissance.

“I have a diverse group of
influences including artists
such as Constantin Brancusi,
Rene Magritte, Philip Guston
and Robert Arneson.”

By combining familiar
formsinunfamiliarways, such
asbody fragments with books,
Rosenbaum attempts to cre-

Rosenbaum’s “A Fond Farewell”
earned him recognition from the
Virginia Commission for the Arts.

e

By combining
familiar forms
in unfamiliar
ways, such as
body fragments
with books,
Rosenbaum
attempts to
create pieces
that defy
categorization.

2

ate pieces that defy categori-
zation.

“I tend to bring together a
lot of image,” he said, “usually
a figure or figure fragment,
with a variety of images that
I've been developing over the
years like books, buildings,
pipes and shapes. I build ob-
jects out of these things.”

This week, Rosenbaum,
whohasexhibited worksacross
thecountry, will displaypieces
in an American Ceramic Soci-
ety-sponsored show in Kan-
sas.

In Richmond, he displays
works at the Fulecrum Gallery
in Carytown. Rosenbaum also
participates in many educa-
tional exhibits at VCU and
othercollegesand universities
across the state.

Amovement away from fig-
ures is the next step in his
work.

“Over the past several
years, all my work has dealt
primarily with the figure,” he
said. ‘T'm trying to make a
moveawayfrom thefigureand
just work with objects that are
normally associated with the
figure, chairs, lamps, build-
ings, things that afigure would
normally come into contact
with, to try and achieve the
presence of a figure without
having one in the work.”

Among other awards,
Rosenbaum was a 1996 final-
ist in the Mid-Atlantic Arts
Foundation Fellowship and
received a Faculty Grant-in-
Aid from VCU in 1994.
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See the
world from a
different
persective.

RAY LIOTTA 'lllll HOLLY

Work as a photographer for
the Commonwealth Times.
Call Coveh at 828-1058 for
more information.
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help wanted

RESEARCH EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY (PART-TIME, TEMPO-
RARY) Johnson, Bassi & Shaw,

WANTED — Counselors for resi-
dential summer program at UVA for
gifted students 6/23-8/9/97. State of
Va application required — refer to
Job Category Code Q18AB & retum
to UVA by 5 p.m. 3/1/97. Apply to
UVA Dept. of Human Resources,
914 Emmet St., POB 9007,

Inc. icy research
cunsulnng firm, is working with the Vir-
ginia Depanmenl of Mental Health,
Mental Retardation and Substance
Abuse Services to conduct a federally

for Treatment among Arrestees
(SANTA). We are recruiting interview-
ers to administer a modified version of
NIJ's Drug Use Forecasting Study via
Ia_ptop computer to arrestees in the

F acility.
training will be held January 30-Janu-
ary 31. Data collection will begin within
week following the training and con-
tinue for 5 months. Intemship credit is
possible. Work hours are flexible; ap-
proximately 10 hours perweek. Thisis
an excellent opportunity for students
interested in the criminal justice/sub-
stance abuse field and for those inter-
estedin being involved in a large-scale
Federal research study. For more in-
formation or to request an application,
please call Nancy Rivera at (800) 865-
0967, extension 3117 or Ron Klinger,
extension 3083.
$1,000s POSSIBLETYPING parttime.
Athome. Toll free 1-800-218-9000 ext
T-7127 for listings.
AUTOMATIVE SERVICE AGENT Full
or part-time position available to prep
Mustbe
mechanically inclined. Must be 21 to
drive rentalcars. Apply with DMV record
to: Avis Rent A Car, 114 W. Canal St.
Fax # is (804) 643-4479.
Telemarketing Manager needed
Enthusiastic, Assertive, Reliable, Good
Mgmt. Skills. Experience Required. $15
-20/hr. Closetocampus. Great Evening
hrs. for Students. Apply at 1203A W.
Main St. 359-2997.
Braves T
Positions — Valuable sports market-
ing experience available to articulate,
dependable students who are |nler-

Va 32906. For infor-
mauon aboutapplicationprocesscall
(804) 924-3182..

Earn up to $12 per hour- full & part-
time position available!!!!!! — Do
you want extra income? 7???We are
looking for delivery drivers that want to
work from 4 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. We are
currently hiring for the following loca-
tions: KFC — 900 W. Broad St. -— 346-
8304; KFC — 8810 W. Patterson Ave.
—741 -6287; KFC — 6909 Staples Mill

— 264-0969; Requirements in-
dude—Mustbe 18orolderwitha Valid
Drivers License. Must have an insured
automobile andagooddriving record!!!!
Com‘ﬁ'j'oin ourteam!!!! Work Full or part
time!!!!!

miscellaneous

FREE T-SHIRT + 1000 — Credit Card
fundraisers for fratemities, sororities &
groups. Any campus lion can

FRIDAY, January 17, 1997

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE

CLASSIFIEDSI

Got a newstip?
Call 828-1058, fax
itto 828-9201, or
email
maciskdb@atlas

Classifieds are
accepted Monday
through Friday in the
offices of the

raise up to $1000 by eaming a whop-
ping $5/Visa Application. Call 1-800-
932-0528 ext. 65

DRUM LESSONS — Beginner, inter-
mediate; private, one-on-one. Call 355-
3148 for details.

ADOPTION — Loving, chidless Chris-
tian couple wish to adopt an infant or
young child. Willing to pay legal/medi-
calexpenses. CallKen & Karen. 1-800-
251-7601.

NEED MONEY? — It's no longer nec-
essary to borrow money for college.
We can help you obtain funding. Thou-
sands of awards available to all stu-
dents. Immediate qualification. (800)
651-3393.

SPRING BREAK — Nassau/Paradise
Island, from $379. Air hotel, Transfers,

ested in sports i
evenings starting at $6/hr. CaII 359-
4444, Ask for Dannv.

— earn FREE trips plus commissions!
Call 1-800-9-BEACH!

Ce ith TIMES,
901 W. Main St
Classifieds must be
prepaid in cash, check
or money order.
Classifieds will be
accepted by mail if full
payment is enclosed.
The deadiline for
classifieds is noon
Friday for the following
Monday edition, noon
Tuesday for the
Wednesday issue and
noon Thursday for the
Friday issue.

Classifieds are $7 for
the first 25 words or
less, plus 10 cents for
each additional word.

Ab REPS WANTED

Caul

Paur McoanieL
AT

828-1098
FOR DETAILS.
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BARGA]
SHOPPIN

Al

Almost all the delicious food is under five bucks
(including the best™ flame grilled burger in town)

Liberal libation specials virtually complimentary™

The Half-Way Point
504 N. Robinson
2765-9645

Visit Richmond’s finest dive for darts, live music, good food
or the one of akind ambiance that our regulars are so fond of.

*We think s0
**Nothing is free in this world but your mamma’s love
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Women find Trayers’ departure

to be a blessing in disguise

Joe Rogalsky
CT StAFF WRITER

This weekend is a crucial one for VCU’s
women’s basketball team. Friday, the Lady
Ramstravel to William and Mary (3-9, 0-4)
beforereturninghome toface James Madi-
son (12-1, 3-0).Sunday.

The Tribe currently reside in the Colo-
nial Athletic
ﬁssocxatlon Wi sMEN ’§

asement
while the BASKETBALL
Dukes are
tied with Old Dominion for first(the tie will
be broken Friday when the two teams do
battle in Harrisonburg).

For VCU to be successful Gabrielle
Kyhlstedt will have to continue her superb
play. Kyhlstedt hasstepped intoherroleas
the starting pomt guard without difficulty,
and in VCU’s win against American she
tallied 12 points to go along with seven
rebounds and seven assists.

“Gabby has come out and been great,”
guard Meredith Sisson said. “The change
has been good because it opened up a lot of
opportunities for her.”

Kyhlstedt’s move from forward to the
point was made necessary by the dismissal
of Sarah Trayers from the team Dec. 30.
Besides Kyhlstedt’s change of position, the
only change to the starting five was the
addition of Chevette Waller, which, so far
has worked out for the best. Waller is
averaging 23.3 points and 6.7 rebounds as

a starter.

The loss of Trayers, Emily Grisham and
Tanisha Hubbard during the winter holi-
days has had a positive impact on team
unity. The players
have become closer
and formed tighter
bonds with each
other.

“You always hate
to lose players,” said
the team’s lone se-
nior Allyn Lewis.
“But we have taken
astep forward and it
has been a positive /
thing for us.” . X

With two games Kyhlstedt
in three days, look-
ing past W&M to focus on JMU could be a
problem but the Lady Rams don’t agree.

“Wedon’t want to look past William and
Mary because we think that is going to be
a difficult game,” VCU coach David Glass
said, “and obviously Madison will be a
difficult game as well.”

Playing on Friday and then turning
around and playing Sunday is something
that all teams in the CAA must contend
with. Not all games on Sunday, however,
areagainst teams that played the previous
Friday, as was the case when VCU played
American. The Eagleshad played at W&M
two days prior to their visiting the Rams.
Glasssaid thathisteam had anadvantage,
onethat his team won’t have against JMU,

because his team was fresher and he had
been able to better prepare them.

“It (playing two games in three days) is
just one of the quirks in the conference
schedule,” Glass said. “Everyone goes
through it.”

The return of freshman Lindsey
Mergenthal, who suffered a stress fracture
in her foot prior to VCU’s game against
Coppin State, should also help VCU in this
weekend’s games. Mergenthal saw nine
minutes of action against the Eagles Sun-
day, scoring two points, and is preparing to
get back into the swing of things.

“We (the coaching staff) are trying to
integrate her into all the different things
that we are doing, things she missed while
she was out,” Glass said.

History favors VCU Friday against the
Tribe. The Lady Rams lead the all-time
series 22-11. Against JMU, however, the
Rams have not fared well. VCU is 3-19
against the Dukes. The Lady Rams last
victory came in the 1994-1995 campaign, a
62-40 decision in Harrisonbur;

~ The Milwaukee' Tenms Classxc, held
at the Western Raquet Club in the Mil-
 waukee suburb of Elm Grove, is tone of
thetxl)l miere collegmtemdoorevent prior

e start of the start of the spring

season and this year’s tournament fea-
tured wight players ranked in the Rolex/
ITA National Singles Rankings.

Andersson, a native of Stockholm,
Sweden, won a total of four matches in
the first two days of the tournametit
despxbeasoreAchﬂleshee] Hewoneach
of his first six matches in straight sets,
including four tiebreakers.
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Ram Stat ——
M East Carolina has given the men’s
basketball team two of its four
conference losses since joining the
Colonial Athletic Association.

FRIDAY, January 17, 1997

Pirates withstand Rams’ comeback bid

Pete Van Vieet
CT Sports EpiTor

The Rams’ last-minute bid for a come-
from-behind victory fell short Wednesday

night as
East Caro- MEN’§
lina Univer-

sityheldon BASKETBALL
towin65-61
in front of 4,371 at the Robins Center. The
bigger, stronger Pirates received 38 points
from their bench as the balance attack of
three-pointers and second-shot opportuni-
ties lifted them to victory. The Rams (6-7,
2-2) were able to cut the Pirates’lead down
to one in the waning moments of the Colo-
nial Athletic Association contest and had
opportunities to take the lead at the end of
the game before eventually subcoming to
ECU (11-3, 4-1).

With less than 20 seconds left in the
game and the Rams down by two, VCU
senior guard Patrick Lee raced the length
of the court and fired a wild three-point
shot off the rim instead of running the set
play called during a timeout. The Rams
had just cut the lead to two points after
being down by seven with just under 90
seconds left to play. The Pirates grabbed
therebound and sealed the victory by mak-
ing all of their free throws from that point
onward.

“I'felt time was running out and I didn’t
feel we had enough time to run it (the set
play) when in actuality we did,” said Lee,
who ended up with 12 points. “It was a
mental breakdown on my point. I take the
blame for that loss.”

VCU coach Sonny Smith said the play
was for Lee to take the shot, just not the
shot he attempted.

“We had a play called for Patrick. He
didn’t take the called play, he made up his
own,” Smith said. “Patrick just lost how
much time was on the clock. The play was
for him, but not the shot that he took.”

VCU coach Sonny Smith attributed the

MEN’S BASKETBALL

ECU 65, YCU 6l

ECU (11-3, 4-1)
ft rb

min m-a m-a ot a pf tp
Punt 4 0-1 -0 00 I 0 O
Basham 28 25 122 38 00 6
Kegner 19 13 0-I 12 «)="30 52
Meadows 33 39 23 -1 1 0 1l
Parham 29> 28221738 3" 38
Cink 20 47 23 00 0 0 10
Grooms 1804 .24,...36 0 3.2
Edwards 29 7-13  1-1 26 0 2 IS
Peters 20 5-10 12 14 0 2 1l
TOTALS 20024-60 11-18 17-39 6 13 65

Percentages: FG-.400 FT-611 3-point goals: 6-15,
400 ( Meadows 3-7 , Parham 2-3, Basham |-3, Dunk 0-2).
VCU (67, 2-2)

fg ft rb

min m-a m-a ot a pf tp
Archie 32 59 46 | v W )
Lee 32 413 23 17 4 4 12
Brooks b Lp L S L e e e
Hamilton M 26 221725 5 3,6
Reed 37 511 00 03 | 3 14
Miles 6 0-1 00 00 0 1 O
Drake 12 0l 00 03 0 I O
Moore I 13 00 o e [
Mills 4 0-1 00 00 0 0 O
Marston 1 00 00 00 0 O O
TOTALS 200 22-54 10-13 13-36 13 I5 61

Percentages: FG-.407, FT-769.3-point goals: 7-19,
368 (Reed 4-7, Lee 2-6, Brooks |-1, Hamilton 0-3, Drake

0-1, Mills 0-1).
ECU 24 4 — 65
vcu 27 34 — 6l

Technical fouls: none. Az 4,371

loss to the team’s breakdown in the second
half when his team was outscored 41-34
and outrebounded 17-13.

“In the second half we didn’t defend the
post as well as we needed to. They got all
the second shots that they want,” Smith
said. “I thought our execution of our of-
fense was very poor in the second half ... we
didn’t do the things we needed to do to win
the game. Giving up second shots is what
killed us.”

ECU junior guard Othello Meadows,
whoscored all ofhis 11 points in the second
half, ended up being the hero for the Pi-
rates. With 12:13 remaining, he hit the
game-tying three pointer and then sealed
the win by hitting the trey to put his team
up by seven at the 1:22 mark.

“He’s just relentless,” ECU coach Joe
Dooley said. “He knows that when he has
a good look he has the green light to take
the shot.”

Dooley said his team, which was down
by as much as nine points in the second
half, relied on getting on the glass in the
final 20 minutes to win the game.

“We had been going to the glass pretty
consistently this year. It just paid off to-
night,” he said.

NOTES

Robert Shelton, the transfer from Ohio
St., has been cleared to play. Smith said
that Shelton, a point guard, will give depth
tothebackcourt, especially since the Rams
run a three-guard lineup and until now
had only three guards. Shelton did not play
against the Pirates.

Also new to the squad is junior forward
RandyMills. Thetransfer from Hagerstown
Junior College played in his first game
during the break against George Mason
University, scoring three points. He had
been academically ineligible, but fulfilled
his requirements in time to join the team
for the season’s second half. In four games
he is averaging one point a game.
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MOORE’S NOT ENOUGH — Junior transfer Simo'r,'l't

Vol. 28, No. 41

T
ler S. Marti/Commonwealth Times

Moore puts up a

shot in the Rams’ 65-61 loss to East Carolina Wednesday night.

Game lost on boards, not by Lee

Terry Scanlon
CT Sports EpiTor

Regardless of how much Sonny Smith
may not likeit, the fact is Rams fans expect
their team to win every conference game.
Maybe Old Domin-
ion will put up a g i E i
good fight but_AL
VCU's fans still expect their former Metro
Conference school to cruise through the
Colonial Athletic Association.

This mentality is partly responsible for
what happened Wednesday night — you
know the game Patrick Lee lost or at least
that’s how fans seemed to see it.

Two years ago, the crowd would have
gone nuts if the Rams had closed a seven-
point lead in a little more than a minute. It
would’ve been thought of as a great come-
back.

The Rams, however, in the minds of
some choked against East Carolina.

Down by only two, Lee pushed the ball
down court and with about 15 ticks re-
maining jacked a three-pointer. To say he
rushed understates the fact. A 40-year-old
virgin visiting a brothel could keep from

shooting that quickly.

That would be VCU’s best chance.

Afterward, a dejected Lee put the re-
sponsibility solely on his own shoulders.

“Thatlastshot was foolish. Very foolish.
Iknow better than that,” said Lee, who has
undoubtedly been the hero on this Jeckyl
and Hyde team. “I take the blame for this
loss.”

Smith, who's as close to Lee as any of his
players, agreed that he should feel respon-
sible, but added that’s not the reason the
Rams lost.

“Patrick’s our go-to-guy. He’s got to win
the game for us,” Smith said. “(But) you
can’t say he lost the game, because the
game was lost on second shots and three-
point defense.”

Smith’s right.

Notbecausethe Pirates connected on 40
percent of their shots from beyond the arc,
but because almost every time they came
down the court in the last 10 minutes they
got second-chance shots.

Smith’s been forced by the injury to
center George Byrd to run a three-guard
offense.

It’s a simple matter of weight ratios.

Smith’s left with two relatively under-
sized guys in the post who get a lot of
minutes — Mylo Brooks and Torrance
Archie. They each played more than 30
minutes, and the only other two guys who
can be considered big men, Kevin Miles
and Simon Moore, played six and 11 min-
utes respectively.

Each of these guys hovers around the
240 pound range. ECU’s man in the middle
Dink Peters tips the scale at nearly 300
pounds. :

Smith needs to figure something out
quick as they prepare for ODU, which
features Odell “is he still playing college
ball?”Hodge. The eight-yearstarter for the
Monarchsisaveragingmorethan 17 points
and eight rebounds a game.

As far as Lee, I don’t think you need to
worry about him. If the Rams have one
thing on their side Saturday afternoon it’s
that he’s itching to redeem himself.

Lee sat quietly by himself in a somber
lockerroom before heading over to Franklin
Street Gym to work on his shooting.

“Iwas thinking about that last shot,” he
said to the lone visitor. “I think it’s going to
be with me for a while.”
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