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Voter turnout nearly doubles in SGA elections

Nelson, Bryan win top posts
as 770 cast ballots

Scott Anderson
CT StAFF WRITER

Nearly twice as many students voted in
this year’s Student Government Associa-
tion student elections than voted last year,
with C. Tiana Nelson and Charlie Bryanas
president-elect and vice president-elect.

Anna Kelly, SGA Clerk, provided the
figures at Monday’s SGA Steering Com-
mittee meeting, saying voter turnout in-
creased from 400 in 1996 to 770 in 1997.

Kelly praised the senators for spread-

ing the word about the election, and for
getting students to vote. s

“I think for our campus it shows a lot of
progress,” she said.

Senators attending the Steering Com-

. mittee meeting discussed filling 27 vacant

Senate seats — the most available in re-
cent years.

Carlotta Reynolds, chairwoman of the
Appointments Committee, said applica-
tions are being reviewed and she expects
the vacant seats to be filled.

The methods of training the newly

elected senators was discussed at length.
Some current senators suggested hands-

on training to keep the
new senators’ atten-
tion. Several senators
wanted a short train-
ing period since many
of the new officehold-
ers might not have the
timeforalongone. The
new senators and the
president and vice-
preisdentwillbesworn
in April 21.

Reynolds pointed out that thenew sena-
tors need to be dedicated and willing to
commit to a full day for training.

“If you don’t want to put the time into it

then don’t get involved,” she said.

People have different learning styles,
Reynolds said, and there should be a plan
to incorporate an interactive training ses-
sion that caters to all types of learning.

Charlie Bryan, speaker of the Senate,
suggested the new-senators build some-
thing on campus as a learning drill to
promote teamwork.

“We can take that spirit of cooperation
and bring it to SGA,” he said.

William H. Duvall, associate vice pro-
vostand dean of students and an adviser to
the group, brought up a possible change in
the reading of graduating students’ diplo-
mas.

SGA continued to page 4>

repairing damage from the January fire.

Angela D. Hill
CT News Eprror

With the ash and soot removed and the damage
repaired, Cary Street Recreational Complex is once
again filled with sounds of squeaking basketball shoes
and the clanking of weight machines.

University officials, student workers, VCU staff and
construction crews have scrambled to get the building
back in shape following a January fire that caused
roughly $600,000 worth of damage.

Director of Recreational Sports Susan Boling said
renovations and cleanup efforts are almost complete and
the women’s locker room opens today.

Last night, construction workers waited until after
the complex closed to complete work on the final connec-

Chieu Nguyen/Commonweaith Times

BACK ON THEIR OWN TURF — Students get in shape for summer at the recently re-
opened Cary Street Recreational Complex. The university closed the complex while

Cary Street complex up and running

tions ofthe heatingand ventilation systems, Boling said.

The main activity areas opened March 3 and aerobics
classes are back on schedule.

Athleticstafftook the opportunity totake care of some
routinemaintenance whilethe complexremained closed:

—theweight room and vending room received a fresh
coat of paint;

— some ceiling damage that existed prior to the fire
was repaired;

— another clothes dryer was added for more efficient
towel service;

— some of the building’s exterior was painted;

— the women'’s locker room will receive new shower
partitions as well as refinished benches; and

CARY continued to page 4>

Private company
takes over operation

of VCU bookstore

Manager calls Follett ‘Ukrop’s
of college bookstores’

Scott Anderson
CT StAFF WRITER

Because of a change in VCU’s academic bookstore
management, students now can electronically order their
books, browse through an online catalog and order VCU
products from a World Wide Web page developed by
Follett Bookstores Ltd.

Follett brings years of experience to VCU in privately
operating university and college bookstores, and its web
page states its policy toward bookstor¢ management:

“We work in tandem (with universities) to provide the
best possible service for all customers.”

Dan McDonald, retail operations manager for VCU’s
Business Services, optimistically views the change.

“Couple university involvement with Follett’s experi-
ence, and I think you have a winning combination,” he
said.

Follett, one of the largest operators of college and
university bookstores in the United States and Canada,
manages an estimated 500 stores nationwide including
fivein Virginia. George Mason University, the University
of Virginia and Virginia Union University contract with
Follett for bookstore management.

In fact, Donald Finley, associate director for finance
and facilities for the State Council of Higher Education for
Virginia, said Follett manages five of the nine universities
in Virginia that have private bookstores. .

Yet, Sean P. Johnson, vice president of the Student
Government Association, continues tobe concerned about
book prices even with Follett management.

When McDonald and Darryl Atkinson, the academic
bookstore manager, addressed the SGA last November,
Johnson expressed his concern about book prices, and
several students asked about the availability of art sup-
plies.

Atkinson told the SGA that Follett will keep the markup
on new books at the current 20 percent rate for two years,
but McDonald pointed out that VCU’s markup is already
lower than the state average of 25 percent to 33 percent.

But what keeps Follett from jacking up the markup
when the two years end?

McDonald said Follett probably will increase the

BOOKSTORE continued to page 3>
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WORLD/NATION

eMexican general arrested
in drug case

Charged with offering a multimillion-
dollar bribe to a top Mexican law enforce-
ment on behalf of a cocaine cartel, a Mexi-
can brigadier general was arrested Mon-

day.

Thearrest of Brig. Gen. Alfredo Navarro
is more proof that drug traffickers have
corrupted the highest levels of the Mexican
armed forces. Navarro is the second high-
ranking official to be arrested on drug
charges in a month. -

Jesus Gutierrez Rebello, the head of
Mexico’s federal drug agency and a gen-
eral, was arrested Feb. 18. He is accused of
receiving benefits from and protecting the
strongest drug lord in Mexico, Amado
Carrillo Fuentes.

eCanadian woman sentenced
to death in Hanoi

A Hanoi, Vietnam, court sentenced a
Canadian woman to death by firing squad
Monday after it convicted her of attempt-
ing to smuggle heroin out of the country.

Nguyen Thi Hiep was born in Vietnam
but is a naturalized Canadian. She was
also fined $86,000.

Drunk Driving and Criminal

World

News from around the globe

Sl l.
KAWL (/7 4

-\

Judges from Hanoi’s People’s Court
heard final arguments from Hiep’sdefense
lawyers and deliberated for 30 minutes
before announcing the verdict. Criminal
suspects in Vietnam are considered guilty
unless proven innocent.

Hiep’s 71-year-old mother was accused
and convicted of aiding her daughter. She
was sentenced to life in prison and fined
$43,000.

*McVeigh trial to go on

Despite news stories about his reported
confession, Timothy McVeigh’s trial will
notbe delayed the judge in the Oklahoma
City bombing said Monday.

U.S. DistrictJudgeRichard Matsch said
selection of thejury will begin March 31, as
planned

The Dallas Morning News, Playboy and
Newsweek had stories about McVeigh’s
confession during recent weeks.

Matsch wrote, “Past experience with
jurors and a general awareness of public
attitudes about pre-trial publicity in simi-
lar cases strongly suggests that these sto-
ries have had neither wide exposure nor
general acceptance that the defendant’s
lawyers presume.”

*Dole sends get-well wishes
and more

Bob Dole, the GOP’s unsuccessful can-
didate for president, sent a get-well card to

Defense

Edward A. Robbins, Jr., J.D.
Attorney-at-Law

804-796-2358
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President Clinton, who is healing from a
torn knee tendon.

The note read in part: “Dear Mr. Presi-
dent. Should you need someone to fill in
and run the country during your recovery,
give me a call.” A spokesman said Clinton
got a chuckle from the card.

The White House also promised an in-
stant notification system will be put in
placeforfutureemergencies. After Clinton’s
accident last week, White House reporters
were unclear on what was happening for
hours.

*0Ole Miss students wary
of new spin

Officials of the University of Missis-
sippi, worried about the school’s academic
reputation, have hired image consultants.

However, some students are skeptical
of the plan. They think the institution is
going to stop using its controversial ante-
bellum symbols.

Thesestudentsareafraid that the school
is using this as an excuse to change the
school’s mascot, a southern gentleman,
and eliminating “Dixie” as the university’s
fight song. Some minority students want
exactly that to take place.

Robert C.Khayat, the university’schan-
cellor, said in a statement that the study
“has been twisted solely into a divisive
discussion about symbols and mascots.”

He asked alumni and students to “redi-
rect the discussion to its original intent.”

'ﬁ: VCU BASEBALL

VCU/MCV:students with valid student
- 1.D.s are admitted free of charge.

RICHMOND

*Daily Planet receives
recommendation

The Daily Planet,a center for the home-
less in downtown Richmond, will enter
next Monday’s City Council meeting with
a recommendation that it be allowed to
continue its operation.

The center has operated without a per-
mit for 12 years at 302 W. Canal St. The
Richmond Planning Commission could
have either recommended granting a per-
mit, or denied it a permit and shut it down.

The commission initially did neither,
but after member Terone B. Green said “it
would look cowardly” if they did not reach
a decision, they did, and granted a permit
with a vote of 6-2.

*City bus rider shot and killed

A man riding in a Greater Richmond
Transit Co. bus was shot to death early
Tuesday. Thevictim,whoappeared tobein
his 20s, was shot by someone outside the
bus at about 12:15 a.m., police said. The
bus was traveling in the 900 block of W.
Broad St.

Thedrivertold policethat shewas afraid
whoever shot the man might be following
the bus, soshedroveit to Idlewood Avenue
and South Randolph Street, where she

sto) s
p—pggmpiled from news sources
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VCU student diagnosed with tuberculosis

Health Services says no need for alarm

Shannon Bender
CT News Eprtor

University Student Health Services was recently in-
formed by the Richmond Health Department that a stu-
dent enrolled at VCU last semester has been diagnosed
with active tuberculosis (TB).

Althoughitis felt that the student’s level of contagious-
ness was low, USHS sent out letters to all students
enrolled the student’s classes inviting them to get tested.

“I don’t think there’s need for alarm,” student health
director Dr. Betty Anne Johnson said to those who got
letters and others who have heard about it. “We don’t want
that to happen.”

TBdisease, a seriousillness caused by active TB germs,
is a mycobacterial disease spread when people who have

L e My

active untreated TB organisms in their lungs or throat,
cough or sneeze or speak and send those organism into the
air. People who breathe these organisms can become
infected.

“We don’t know how close a contact these individuals
had with this person,” said Johnson about students in the
classes with the infected person. “It’s just to be super-
super cautious.”

People who breathe in TB organisms usually have had
very close, day-to-day contact with someone who has had
the disease, she said. Most people get TB from someone
they spend a lot of time with, like a family member, friend
or close co-worker.

“You are not likely to get TB form someone coughing in
a classroom or restaurant,” Johnson said.

Inhaled TB organisms are contained by the immune
systemin aninactive state and individuals are considered

Chieu Nguyen/Commonwealth Times

FINDING HELP IN THE STACKS — Aaron McKoy, a junior biology major and bookstore
assistant, helps Kendall Biggs, a computer science sophomore, locate books needed
for class. Students will soon be able to electronically order textbooks and other mer-

chandise online.

BOOKSTORE

continued from page 1

markup but the rate still will be lower than the state
average. Since the academic bookstore competes with
others such as The Virginia Book Co., competition could
keep prices from skyrocketing.

Johnson said he initially did not have a positive atti-
tude toward a privately operating bookstore serving the
university student, but now he thinks Follett seems to
have done only good things since arriving at VCU.

Itsweb pageis one of those good things. Although a few
bugs need fixing, the Follett bookstore web page is up and
running.

The site has an online catalog, links to VCU web pages
and even games to play. The most exciting part of the site,
however, is the book-ordering option.

In the past, VCU allowed only new students to com-
plete an order form providing their class schedules so the
books would be waiting for them when they went to the
bookstore. The web page offers all students that option.

Another change could affect students looking for jobs.
McDonald said Follett probably will hire more students
through the work-study program than the previous man-
agement did.

After the state mandated public universities to explore
the option of privatization for their auxiliary enterprises
(operations not receiving state money), a committee of
faculty, university staffand students organized to oversee
the process.

Among other things, the committee was responsible

for asking companies to submit proposals, weighing the
advantages of privatization and submitting recommen-
dations to VCU’s Board of Visitors for review.

McDonald said the committee chose the academic
bookstore because of its expansion possibilities. When the
new parking deck opens on Broad Street, that deck will
house a bookstore estimated to be three times the size of
the current one.

Another reason for choosing it, he said, was its high
inventory, which Follett automatically bought when it
assumed management. The MCV bookstore, on the other
hand, does not maintain a high inventory because of the
quick turnover and revision in medical literature.

Following the bidding process, the committee selected
Follett from a group of competitors including Barnes &
Noble. McDonald referred to Follett as “the Ukrop’s of the
college bookstoreindustry,”saying the company’s general
attitude toward working with the university became a
selling point.

“The opinion of the committee was that Follett had
more of a campus-oriented and student-oriented ap-
proach,” he said.

Finley pointed out that total revenue for Virginia from
university and college privatization grew from $95 mil-
lion to $145 million in fall 1996.

“Whatweseeisthatprivatization hasexpanded greatly
over the years,” he said. “The trend is not unique to
bookstores.”

infected but do not have TB disease. Infected individuals
are identified using a skin test for TB that will turn
positive. It often takes place several months after expo-
sure to an individual with active TB disease.

“(The disease) is not very common, but it causes a lot of
commotion,” Johnson said.

Once the leading cause of death in the United States,
TB disease slowly began to disappear after scientists in
the 1940s discovered the first of several drugs used totreat
it. But it has come back. After 1984, the number of TB
cases reported in the United States began to increase.

Today, about 8 million new cases occur each yearin the
world with over 22,000 cases reported each year in the
United States.

An estimated 10 to 15 million people in the United
States are infected with the TB germ, with potential to
develop TB disease in the future.

TB bacteria usually grow in the lungs and may cause a
bad cough thatlastslongerthan 2weeks, paininthe chest,
and coughing up blood or sputum (phlegm form deep
inside the lungs). Other symptoms of the disease include
weakness or fatigue, weight loss, no appetite, chills, fever
and sweating at night.

A person can be infected with the bacteria that causes
TB and not have TB disease. Many people are infected
with the bacteria, but only about 10 percent go on to
develop the disease or “active” TB.

Individuals with inactive organism and a positive skin
test are not sick and are not contagious, said Johnson.
Those with a positive skin test will have a chestX-ray done
to confirm that there is no active TB disease in their lungs
and will be given a medication, usually either isoniazid or
rifampi, to kill all of these inactive organisms in their
body.

People who are infected with TB do not feel sick, donot
have any symptoms, and cannot spread TB. But they may
develop TB disease at some time in the future. People with
TB disease can be treated and cured if they seek medical
help.

In most people who breathe in TB bacteria and become
infected, the body is able to fight the bacteria to stop them
from growing. The bacteria become inactive, but they
remain alive in the body and can become active later.

“Your immune system walls it oft,” Johnson said, “And
it’s very likely the organisms will stay there and not cause
you any trouble.”

This can occur quickly when the body’simmune system
is weak and cannot contain the initial infection, she said.
It is also possible, even after many years, for inactive TB
organism to become active when body defenses become
weak.

“Your immune system will become weak and your wall
will not be that strong,” Johnson said, adding that this
may be due to aging, a serious illness, drug or alcohol
abuse, or HIV infection.

Any student, part-time or full-time, receiving a letter
form USHS may come to the Gladding Residence Center.
Students may also have skin tests done at the Richmond
City Health Department. :

Afterapersonhasa positiveskin test, a chest X-rayand
a physical exam will follow to make sure that person has
the active disease and that he or she is not contagious.

Bike racks to be cleared May 22

All abandoned bikes and bike locks on
VCU bike racks will be removed by
VCU Police and VCU Physical Plant on
May 22. Notices will be posted 10
days before the project begins. Any
bike with a serial number that is
removed will be kept by VCU Police for
120 days.

Clarification

In the March 3, 1996 issue the Commonwealth Times
printed a photo on page 1 under the title “Is it Spring
Break yet?”. The event depicted in the photo was
part of a Brazilian carnival sponsored by Senja Cu, a
VCU organization that works to provide a platform for
individuals from all cultures to showcase their talents
in an informal professional setting. The photo caption
did not mention this and no misrepresentation was
intended on the part of the CT.
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How many timeshaveweall heard the
cliché: “If you're not part of the solution,
you're part of the problem™?

However, how many times have we
heard someone complain about some-
thing, but not do anything that may help
correct the problem?

Too many times.

Here’s a call to all of

black and white. That’s
right, in the newspaper.—

Make a difference —
write a letter to the editor

thechroniccomplainers tu d- t
out there— complainin 5 en

ing his or her opinion in a public forum.
kay, I'm being silly.

But on a serious note, we at the Com-
monwealth Times think more letters to
the editor are a good thing. Unfortu-
nately, they are far and few between.
Bring them on— good or bad. Weneed to
know how you, the
reader, feel about what
we’re writing and pho-

I'm even complaining
right now about com-
plainers. And if you’re reading my com-
plaint, chances aresomeoneelse out there
will read yours.

The procedure is very simple, really.
Just write a letter to the editor, drop it off
in the Commonwealth Times office (lo-
cated in Room 1149 of the General Pur-
pose Academic Building across from the
Student Commons)andIcanalmostguar-
antee you'll see that pet peeve printed
within two to three days’ time.

You'll even get your name in the paper
—rightthereunderyourletter. Yes, they
do have to be signed, but look on the
bright side. You can send copies to your
parents and relatives as holiday gifts.
You know how happy parents are when
they see their child’s name in the paper.
Mom and Dad will feel as though their
money is going to produce a concerned,
caring citizen who has no fear in express-

tographingand whatwe

COMMENTARY chose to print in the
e newspaper.

Angela D. Hill Perhaps you simply

feel the need to make a

public statement on an issue we've cov-
ered. Great! Get your fingers moving on
that keyboard! This is your chance to
express that opinion. Make Madonna
proud.

Sometimes, I believe the media are a
bit out of touch with what their readers
are thinking and doing. We get trapped
inthe newsroombubble. And ifyou’d like
to burst our bubble, well, we'll print that
too. However, we don’t know if we've
missed the whole target unless you write
in and tell us.

Remember, we write and produce the
newspaper for you, ourreaders,and we’re
always interested in what you have to
say. Or in this case, write.

So the next time you read or see some-
thing that stirs you, write us a letter.

Youcould evenwrite oneon thisweek’s
student commentary.

Mars life theory gets a boost

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A theory that mi-
crobes once lived on Mars is boosted by two
new studies of a rock that was blasted
away from the red planet and eventually
landed on Earth.

Researchers at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison, and at the California
Institute of Technology said the new stud-
ies do not prove that Martian microbes
once lived in the rock.

Buttheyremoveonechallenge based on
the temperature history of the potato-size
chunk of Mars.

“We have ruled out the high tempera-
ture hypothesis” that would have madelife
impossible, said John W. Valley of the
University of Wisconsin. “Istill don’t have
final answers. There should still be skepti-
cism.”

Wisconsin scientists determined the
range of temperatures the rock was ex-
posed to by analyzing the ratios of carbon
and oxygen isotopes.

At Cal Tech, researchers traced the
temperature history by measuring mag-
netic fields within the rock. Both studies
will be published Friday in the journal
Science.

NASA scientists last summer claimed
that small globules of carbonate found
inside a Martian meteorite were the fossil-
ized remains of microbes or bacteria that
lived on the red planet more than 15 mil-
lion years ago.

Based on a microscopic and chemical
analysis of the globules, the NASA team
theorized that the microbes lived and died
in the rock, leaving behind organic chemi-
cals and fossilized remains.

The rock was then blasted from the
Mars surface by a meteorite impact, spent
thousandsofyearswanderinginspaceand
then fell to Earth in the Antarctic. The rock

was recovered from an ice field and identi-
fied by chemical composition as coming
from Mars.

A major challenge to the theory has
been that the carbonate globules actually
formed by inorganic processes at tempera-
tures of more than 1,200 degrees, far too
hot for life.

Butthenew studiesshow that tempera-
tures of the globules never exceeded 212
degrees — scalding, but still within the
living range of known life forms.

“Ourwork shows that there are noshow
stopper lines of evidence in the tempera-
ture,” said Valley.

There are other reasons to be skeptical,
however, he said, “and it will be difficult to
convince the world one way or the other.”

“Our results don’t prove there was life,”
said Joseph L. Kirschvink, head of the Cal
Tech team. But the finding proves that the
possibility of life cannot be eliminated be-
cause of temperature, he said.

The Cal Tech team determined the tem-
perature history of the rock by measuring
the magnetic field direction of tiny parts of
the samples.

The magnetic field direction in a rock
will change slightly each time it is heated
and cooled.

“To make the measurement, we had to
saw apart a specimen the size of a grain of
sand,” said Altair T. Maine, a member of
the Cal Tech team.

Kirschvink said his team found that
after the rock cooled from a melt some 4

billion years ago, it was never againheated .

to a temperature lethal to all life.

The Cal Tech study also showed that
early in the history of Mars, the planet had
a magnetic field similar to that of Earth.
Kirschvink said thismeansthe planet prob-
ably had an atmosphere. A strong mag-
netic field allows a planet to retain an
atmosphere.

Hip-hop stars honor slain star

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Rap’s royalty turned
out yesterday morning for a final farewell
to rapper The Notorious B.I.G., the Brook-
lyn-born “gangsta” gunned down ninedays
ago in a still-unsolved Los Angeles drive-
by shooting.

A funeral for the beefy rapper was held
attheFrank E. Campbell Funeral Homein
Manhattan, where the crowd included
membersofJuniorM.A.F.LA., Spinderella
of Salt-N-Pepa, Mary J. Blige, Queen
Latifah, Lil’ Kim, Sister Souljah and Fla-
vor Flav.

Ex-mayor David Dinkins and Arista
Records head Clive Davis alsoattended, as
did the head of Notorious B.1.G.’s record
company, Sean “Puffy” Combs of Bad Boy
Entertainment. Combs records under the
name Puff Daddy.

About 350 people were invited to the
wake and service in the tony Madison
Avenue funeral home.

The rapper — also known as Biggie
Smalls—layin a wooden casket open from
the waist up. He wore a white hat, and his
280-pound body was dressed in a double-
breasted white suit.

Hisestranged wife, Faith Evans, sanga
song at the service, while Combs delivered
the eulogy.

“It was a peaceful event,” said mourner
Juanita Preudhomme, anold family friend.
“It wasn’t all sorrow. Everybody was hug-

ging and kissing, just like Biggie would

. have wanted.”

Many of the mourners joined a funeral
cortegeofblacklimousinesthatcarried the
rapper’s body for a final tour of his old
neighborhood in Brooklyn’s Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

Reports have suggested the dispute be-
tween Combs’ company and West Coast
rap impresario Marion “Suge” Knight’s
Death Row Records may have played arole
in the slaying. Tupac Shakur, who rapped
for Knight’s label, was gunned down in
similar fashion in Las Vegas on Sept. 7.

But The Los Angeles Times reported
today that the primary suspect in the slay-
ing of The Notorious B.I.G. is a Crips gang
member involved in a financial dispute
with the rapper. The Times, citing uniden-
tified law-enforcement sources, said au-
thorities have found no connection to the
Shakur slaying.

Born Christopher Wallace, the rapper
moved from slinging crack on Brooklyn
street corners to topping the Billboard
charts. His often-violent tales of ghetto life
even forecast his own March 9 murder.

The24-year-old, whomostrecentlylived
in Teaneck, N.J., was leaving a party cel-
ebrating the Soul Train Music Awards.

There, agunman pumped several shots
through the passenger door of a GMC
Suburban with the rapper inside.

He died a short time later at a Los
Angeles hospital.

CARY
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— the aerobics floor was re-surfaced.

She said the complex may close once
more during the summer to re-surface the
gvm floor if the staff determmes the floor
was damaged during the

“We'll have to wait and see how it all
settles out,” she said, adding that while
most of the major damage has been re-
paired, every day she finds “little things.”

Boling said she

appreciates
complex’s staff, stu
dentworkers, the uni:

Suburban Remodel-
ing for their hard work.

“The best thing (to come out of the fire)
has been the relationship of how people
have worked together,” she said. “People
really worked hard to get things done.”

Bolingsaidshewasespeciallyimpressed
by Suburban’s Warren White, whobrought
in construction crews and subcontractors
to repair the damage.

“He made it fun,” she said, “in spite of
the situation.”

White has handled much of the
university’s construction, and has also
helped in the recent renovation of Cabell
Library.

Notonlydid theconstruction crew mem-
bersgetdirtundertheirfingernails, Boling

said many student workers helped remove
soot.
“The student employees really deserve

a round of anglause she said, “and the
rest of the staff deserves a lot of credit.”

Those employees were shuffled tomany
different positions and set on several dif-
ferent tasks, said Boling, and the staff at
MCV’s recreational center accommodated
the student overflow
while the Cary Street
center was closed.
Boling said the situa-
tion did help get the
word out about the
new MCV facilities
and aquatic center
and some students
will continue com-
muting to MCV to work out.

“Some people really.like the machines
(at MCV),” she said, “but I've heard a lot of
people say, It’s really good to be home.”

Bolingsaid shelearned muchregarding
the upkeep of sufficient inventory records.

“Itwasnot a totalloss,” shesaid. “There
were lessons learned.”

The most difficult part of the clean up,
Boling said, was having absolutely no pre-
diction as to what the next day would
bring, including those first few weeks of
cold January weather and poor lighting
conditions.

“I generally have a sense of my basic
options,” she said, “but here, so much of
(what we had to do) was new.”

SGA

_continued from page 1

Current diplomas state only the school
or college, the degree and the university.
They do not state students’ majors.

When Duvall asked the committee if it
would like to see majors listed on their
diplomas, Sean P. Johnson, SGA vice presi-
dent and the head of the Steering Commit-
tee meetings, gave Duvall the committee’s
overwhelming affirmative recommenda-
tion.

In addition, the group considered the
following issues:

— letters stating responsibilities and
congratulationssent tonewlyelected sena-
tors;

— an increase in on-campus housing in
the next three years is on the university’s
agenda;

—recommittingitselftobeinga produc-
tive Senate and to work at turning the
Senate’s ideas into action; and

— VCU has received just under $100
million in its drive for $125 million in the
Partners for Progress fund-raising drive.
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How Many Monsters are Lurking Among Us

Iffederal prosecutors are correct, Timo-
thy McVeigh is a monster.

McVeigh, 29, and friend Terry Nichols
areaccused oftaking partin the Oklahoma
City bombing that killed 168 people on
April 19, 1995, the worst act of terrorism
ever committed on Americansoil. McVeigh
is suspected of being the driver of the
rented truck that delivered thebomb tothe
federal building.

It would take a monster to drive such a
truck filled with homemade explosives, set
the charge, then calmly walk away as the
blast brought down tons of steel and con-
cretedown upon men, women and children
(who were in the building’s day care cen-
ter).

Thebitterironyabout Timothy McVeigh
being the chief suspect in the bombing is
that he is a Gulf War veteran. He distin-
guished himselfin combat during the 100-
hour ground offensive of the 1991 war and
was considered a model solider by many of
his fellow veterans.

Now that McVeigh is about to go on
trial, journalists have been searching
through his past to try and understand
what could have motivated him, if in fact
he is guilty of the bombing. How could he
have possibly murdered so many of his
fellow citizens when he had once worn a
U.S. Army uniform and took an oath to
defend his country?

A clear picture of McVeigh

Inan article from the April issue of Spin
Magazine, McVeighwasinterviewed about
his experience in the military. According
totheinterviewer, McVeigh had joined the
Army as a patriot who wished to serve his
country as a solider. He had knowledge of
weapons and a dedication to his military
career that made him the ideal modern
warrior. His ultimate ambition was to
become part of the elite corps of soldiers in
Special Forces.

Unfortunately for McVeigh, he did not
make it into that branch of the military in
which he so desperately wanted to be a
member. McVeigh was not accepted into
the Special Forces and left the Army alto-
gether.

Itisin the years following the Gulf War,
distraughtat the dead end ofhis ambitions
ofjoining the elite of military culture, that
somebelieve hedrifted intogroups of people
with paranoid and radical beliefs. He is
said to have embraced the ideology of the
fringes of the militia movement, which is
wrought with fear and conspiracy. One of
the core beliefs of radical militia groups is
that the U.S. government is actually a
puppet of the United Nations, which is
secretly plotting the takeover of the coun-

try and the persecution of those who donot
accept the “new world order”.

This perception of insidious conspira-
cies run amok in the United States is
believed by some to be McVeigh’s motiva-
tion for the Oklahoma City bombing. That
the bombing was act of defiance and re-
venge against a government run by shad-
OWY powers.

Although therehasbeen plenty of specu-
lation and hearsay about McVeigh’s guilt
or innocence, it should be noted the trial
has yet to begin. There will not be a full
attempt toseparate truth from fiction until
the trial starts doing so. Until then, the
truth about whatisbeingsaid in the media
is still uncertain. But the most disturbing
part about the saga of Timothy McVeigh,
innocent or guilty, is that his disgruntle-
ment in all too common in America today.

There is a high level of distrust and ire
in our present culture. America has large
numbers of people of all ages, colors, creeds
angry and frustrated by the state of affairs
in our country. Many feel today that their
lives have no meaning or direction. That
their life, or loss of life, lacks consequence
to the rest of world.

Nowhere else to turn

Some turn this frustration upon them-
selves in the form of drug addiction or
violent behavior. Some turn it upon their
neighbors, such as the territory and re-
spect disputes waged by street gangs. But
some unleash their repressed fury upon
others. They see other people — happier,
more successful, or merely different than
themselves — as targets for their aggres-
sion.

Such is the case with many hate crimes.
When you hear of stories about an African
American church being burned, or a gay
person being beaten to death by a viscous
mob, or swastikas being spray-painted on
alocal synagogue, the origin of theseactsis
not defense against a perceived threat.
Racists and hate-mongers who stoop to
using violence often say theiractions area
means ofstandingupfor theirrights. What
is really at issue is their choice of someone
to be the punching bag or pistol target for
their frustration.

America is a country of promise and
opportunity. Millions risk their lives just
to set foot on our shores. But it is not an
easy task to find the American dream as
advertised on TV. It takes focus and work
to get anything worth having. Whether it
is making enough money to support your-
self, getting into graduate school, or get-
ting that promotion at work, it all takes
perseveranceand intelligencetogetaround
obstacles and take advantage of opportu-
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nities.

The lucky ones in our culture are those
who have found a way to survive and
prosper in our competitive society. Some
are simply born privileged, like middle-
class teenagers whose parents can pay for
the best clothes, cars and private schools.
Othershavefound ways usetheirresources
(talents, family support, ambition) to get
what they want.

Butsomearenotsolucky. Theyhaveno
concept of what they will do with their
future. Some have talents and potential,
yet have not found an outlet for them.
Brokenhomesand theready availability of
drugs (both legal and illegal) are burdens
that many people deal with.

Taking in the garbage

Some are fortunate to overcome these
trialsthemselvesorhaveothershelpthem.
But there are others, such as cult leaders,
gangs, and hate groups, who take the aim-
less of our society and harvest them for
their soldiers.

One leader of a Nazi Skinhead organi-
zation has said “bring me your garbage,”
referring tothe young people who flunk out
of school, end up in juvenile homes or are
written off by our culture as failures. A
Nazi Skinhead leader, or a cult leader like
JimJones, are going to have littleappeal to
those who have found something better to
dowith their time, or possess a sense of self

does not require someone to hate for hate’s
sake or worship blindly. But those having
trouble fitting into to a complex world, or
feel shut out of the blessing of American
society, are more susceptible to having
their minds twisted.

Domestic terrorism, hate crimes, drug
abuse, street gangs, cultsand those who
peddle fear and paranoia all have a com-
mon need. They all need those who are
willing to find something to fill a void in
their life. If Timothy McVeigh did commit
the Oklahoma City bombing, perhaps he
felt in a warped way that he was fulfilling
a sense of duty that the military no longer
gave him and nothing else in our society
gave him, either.

As Timothy McVeigh sits behind bars
awaiting trial, there are others out there
whoaresearchingforasense of meaningin
their lives. They will hopefully find some-
thing positive— perhaps families, religion
or a just a steady job — to give their lifea
purpose. Maybe you know someone whois
at this crossroads in their life. What are
you doing to help them?

Thereare also those whohave theirown
agendas to fulfill, and need fresh minds
and bodies to mold. They may ask of their
new followers tocommit deeds thatconflict
with what we consider to be decent or
moral.

How many Timothy McVeighs are out
there?

Letter

TO THE EDITOR

Bad Change in DUI Definition

DEeAr EprTor, COMMONWEALTH TIMES:
Abraham Lincoln was fond of asking his
listeners, if you call a dog’s tail a leg, how
many legs do he have?” Someone would
always answer, “Five.” “Not so,” Lincoln
would admonished them. “Just because
youcallatailalegdoesn’t meanit’sleg. It’s
a tail just the same.”

So it is with members of Congress who
seek to be seen as “tough on drinking and
driving” by changing the legal definition of
drunkenness. By using a carrot-and-stick
strategy against states that donot do their
bidding, Congress would force state gov-
ernments to do what the Constitution does
not authorize the federal government to
do: Write and enforce drunk-driving laws.

Under legislation introduced on March
6 by Rep. Nina Lowey (D-N.Y.) and Sen.
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.), states would
have to reduce their legal intoxication lim-
its or lose part of their federal highway
construction funds. Lowey and Lautenberg
claim at least 500 alcohol-related deaths
could be avoided yearly if all 50 states
adopted a 0.08 percent limit on the amount
of alcohol in a driver’s blood. Most states
currently have a blood alcohol content
(BAC) limit of 0.10 percent.

This misguided approach will have no
discernible effect on traffic accidents but
instead will waste precious law enforce-
mentresources and give politiciansa warm
feeling that they have “done something.”

Definitions have little to do with actual
impairment on the road. According to Dr.
William Hotchkiss, former president ofthe
American Medical Association, 83 to 97
percent of people tested were considered
impaired at BAC levels of 0.10 to 0.15. In

the same study, up to 86 percent of persons
at a BAC of 0.05-0.10 are not physically
impaired. This is why a 0.10 BAC has
become an accepted standard.

An unexpected opponent of the 0.08
BAC is Candy Lightner, ‘the founder of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving. Shesays:”
Half of the drinking drivers involved in
fatal crasheshavea BAC of Q.17 or greater.
Even among young people aged 16 to 24,
the great majority of deaths involve drink-
ers with a BAC of at least 0.15 percent.
Lowering the blood alcohol content won’t
make a difference to those offenders.” ...

The fact is, by changing the definition of
drunkenness, we enable the police to ar-
rest more people. That may seem tough,
but the effect is clogging the courts with
people who are not really the problem,
creating conditions whereby truly danger-
ous people are let without punishment so
that we can make room for the minor
offender. ...

MADD’s Candy Lightner makes the
pointbest when she says: “Ratherthan put
our limited resources into laws that fail to
address the real problem, we need better
enforcement of existing laws and proven
policies that have demonstrated a signifi-
cant impact.”

Our focus should continue to be on edu-
cation and on tough enforcement of exist-
ing laws. Congress should, therefore, turn
back any efforts to change the definition of
drunkenness nationwide from a BAC of
0.10 to a BAC of 0.08. All that will do is
illegitimately extend the federal web into
the domain of state lawmakers.

Sincerely,
RichardSincere
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NOT HALLOWEEN IN SPRINGTIME — Impotent Sea Snakes slither

into town for a Monday, March 24 thrill at Twisters.

Wednesday, March 19

Exhibit: VCU hosts it
annual exhibition of stu-
dent design work at-the
Anderson Gallery, 907 1/2
W. Franklin, through
March 28. For more infor-
mation, call 828-1522.

Exhibit: “Common-
wealth and Community:
The Jewish Experience in
Virginia,” tracing Jewish
experiences and culturein
Virginia from the 1600s to
the present, continues
through Sept. 14 at the
Virginia Historical Society,
Kensington Avenue and
the Boulevard. For more
information, call 358-4901.

calendar

Exhibit: “Picture This:
New Photographs from the
Collection” and “Carrie Mae Weems: Africa
Series”will be on display at the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts, 2800 Grove
Ave through May 25. Formore information,
call 367-084

Exhibit: “We Gather Together: Portraits
of African-American Families” continues
through March 30 at the Valentine Mu-
seum, 1015 E. Clay St. For more informa-
tion, call 649-0711.

Exhibit: “Exploring Virginia Legends,” a
multi-media adventure into folk tales of
Virginia’s history, continues to run through
Aug. 15 at the Virginia Historical Society,
Kensington Avenue and the Boulevard. For
more information, call 358-4901.

Exhibit: “A Woman’s War: Southern
Women, Civil War, and the Confederate
Legacy”is presented through September at
the Museum of the Confederacy, 1201 E.
Clay St. For more information, call 649-
1861.

Exhibit: “Rites of Spring” continues
through March 21 at 1708 Gallery, 103 E.
Broad St. For more information, call 643-
7829.

Theater: “Special Effects,” a look into
Hollywood’s creation of the thrilling effects

in films such as “Star Wars” and ‘Indepen-
dence Day,” continues its IMAX showing at
the Science Museum of Virginia, 2500 W.
Broad St.. For more information, call 367-
0037.

Exhibit: Paintings and prints by Todd
Drake are featured in an exhibit entitled
“Evidence” being shown at Coincidence
Gallery, 2401 W. Main St. The display con-
tinues through April 4. For more informa-
tion, call 353-5102.

Exhibit: “Into the Streets: Public Culture
and Memory,” focuses on how a shared
identity is created by public rituals and
celebrations, through Jan. 4, 1998 at the
Valentine Museum, 1015 E. Clay St. For
more information, call 649-0711.

Theater: “Having Our Say,” the story of
two centenarians, the Delany sisters, con-
tinues Thursdays through Sundays until
March 30 at Theatre IV, 114 W. Broad St.
For more information, call 344-8040.

Exhibit: An exhibit featuring paintings
by Bill Fisher and paintings and other art
work by Stephen Clark are on display
through March 30 at Artspace, 6 E. Broad
St. For more information, call 782-8672.

Concert: It's Disco Night at Twister’s, 929
W. Grace St., with DJ Mark Dooky Doo. For
more information, call 353-GAME.

Concert: “TPagliacci,” theItalian tragedy
of a betrayed clown, is performed by the
Virginia Opera at 8 p.m. at the Carpenter
Center, 600 E. Grace St. An additional per-
formanceisscheduled at8 p.m.on March 21.
For more information, call 782-3900.

Special Event: Baseball great Johnny
Bench comes to the Richmond’s Landmark
Theater, 6 N. Laurel St., to speak at the
Richmond Sportsbackers’ Forum at 8 p.m.
For more information, call 780-4213.

Thursday, March 20

Special Event: World War Il dive-bomber
pilot William Bingham tells tales of his
heroic adventures in a presentation, “Tur-
keys, Helldivers and Hellcats,” at 7 p.m. at
the Virginia Aviation Museum, 5701 Hunts-
man Rd. For more information, call 236-
3622.

Concert: “Revelations” with DJ Rick Dan-
gertakesplace at Twisters, 929 W. Grace St.
For more information, call 353-GAME.

Friday, March 21

Lecture: “Going Native: Georgia
O’Keeffe’s Cow Skull, Red, White, and Blue;”
the keynote address by Dr. Wanda Corn, is
thefeatured presentation forthe New Schol-
ars/New Ideas graduate symposium at 6
pam. at the Grace Street Theater, 934 W.
Grace St. For more information, call 828-
2784.

Exhibit: “ink paper.pressure.,”featuring
the prints of senior VCU students, opens at
the Hand Workshop, 1812 W. Main St. It
explores the artists’ research into the rela-
tionship and mechanical workings of ink,
paper and pressure. The sometimes sur-
prising results will be on display through
March 30. For more information, call 828-
1697.

Concert: BS&M with Kyle Davis per-
forms at Alley Katz, 10 Walnut Alley. For
more information, call 643-2816.

Theater: “The Complete Works of Will-
iam Shkspr (abridged),” a quirky, comedic
adaptation of all 37 plays of Shakespeare, is
presented by the Barksdale Theatre, 1601
Willow Lawn Drive Performances run
through April 19. Formore information, call
282-2620.

Saturday, March 22

Concert: “The Snake Oil City Barn
Burner,” featuring Rocket 69, Jack Ketch,
Sau, and The Halfways, takesplaceat Trade
Mark’s, 1707 E. Franklin St. Formoreinfor-
mation, call 358-2976.

Concert: Batteries Not Included, Happy
Premium, and Microwavable Hamsterblow
out the house at Twisters, 929 W. Grace St.,
starting at 6 p.m. A Skafest follows featur-
ing Instigators, Eskalators, and Boccone
Dolce. Formoreinformation, call 353-GAME.

Lecture: British and American silver ex-
pertsparticipatein “Sterling Qualities: Brit-
ish and American Silver, 1670-1900,” the
third Julia Louise Reynolds Symposium in
the American Decorative Arts at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts, 2800 Grove Ave.
For more information, call 367-8148.

Concert: The Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts’ Fast Forward Series presents DJ Chris-
tian Marclay, DJ Spooky That Subliminal
Kid, and DJ Olive for a creation of “an
orchestra of found sound.” The concert be-
gins at 8 p.m. at the museum, 2800 Grove
Ave. For more information, call 367-8148.
Marclay will also appear at Plan 9 Records,
3002 W. Cary St., at 3 p.m. for a “Meet the
Artist” event.

Lecture: “The Legal System in America”
is the topic of discussion by notable attor-
neys Marcia Clark and Arthur Miller as
they speak at 8 p.m. at Richmond’s Land-
mark Theater, 6 N. Laurel St. For more
information, call 780-4213.

Sunday, March 23

Concert: Duo-pianists Pamelaand David
Cordle perform in the final installment of
VCU’s Sunday Series Music Studio Show-
case. Theperformanceisheldat4 p.m.in the
concert hall of VCU’s Performing Arts Cen-

ter, 922 Park Ave. For more information,
call 828-1166.

Film: “Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision,”
the Academy Award-winning documentary
about the 21-year-old whose design was
chosen forthe U.S. Vietham War Memorial,
is shown at 2 p.m. at the Anderson Gallery,
907 1/2 W. Franklin St For more informa-
tion, call 828-1522.

Theater: The great Gospel musical “The
Master’s Plan”is performed through March
30 at Richmond’s Landmark Theater, 6 N.
Laurel St. For more information, call 780-
4213.

Monday, March 24

Special Event: It’s Oscar Night in the
Common Ground. The 69th Annual Acad-
emy Awards are on the big-screen TV and
prizes are awarded to those guessing who
Oscar winners will be. Show starts at 8 p.m
For more information, call 828-6500

Concert: Impotent Sea Snakesbring their
outrageous antics to Twisters, 929 W. Grace
St. For more information, call 353-GAME.

Tuesday, March 25

Special Event: The VCU Department of
Dance presents the notable Paul Taylor
Dance Company at 8 p.m. at the Carpenter
Center, 600 E. Grace St. For more informa-
tion, call 782-3900.

Concert: Theoneand only Skrew 32, Lost
Tribe, Pest, JRS, and Smegma come to
Twisters, 929 W. Grace St. For more infor-
mation, call 353-GAME :

A
SILVER
LINING — &
Incon- &
junction
with their
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W. Franklin, through
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%nad St. For more information, call 643-
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in films such as “Star Wars” and ‘Indepen-
dence Day,” continues its IMAX showing at
the Science Museum of Virginia, 2500 W.
g(x)ggd St.. For more information, call 367-

Exhibit: Paintings and prints by Todd
Drake are featured in an exhibit entitled
“Evidence” being shown at Coincidence
Gallery, 2401 W. Main St. The display con-
tinues through April 4. For more informa-
tion, call 353-5102.

Exhibit: “Into the Streets: Public Culture
and Memory,” focuses on how a shared
identity is created by public rituals and
celebrations, through Jan. 4, 1998 at the
Valentine Museum, 1015 E. Clay St. For
more information, call 649-0711.

Theater: “Having Our Say,” the story of
two centenarians, the Delany sisters, con-
tinues Thursdays through Sundays until
March 30 at Theatre IV, 114 W. Broad St.
For more information, call 344-8040.

Exhibit: An exhibit featuring paintings
by Bill Fisher and paintings and other art
work by Stephen Clark are on display
through March 30 at Artspace, 6 E. Broad
St. For more information, call 782-8672.

Concert: It’s Disco Night at Twister’s, 929
W. Grace St., with DJ Mark Dooky Doo. For
more information, call 353-GAME.

Concert: “TPagliacci,” theItalian tragedy
of a betrayed clown, is performed by the
Virginia Opera at 8 p.m. at the Carpenter
Center, 600 E. Grace St. An additional per-
formanceisscheduled at8 p.m.on March 21.
For more information, call 782-3900.

Special Event: Baseball great Johnny
Bench comes to the Richmond’s Landmark
Theater, 6 N. Laurel St., to speak at the
Richmond Sportsbackers’ Forum at 8 p.m.
For more information, call 780-4213.

Thursday, March 20

Special Event: World War Il dive-bomber
pilot William Bingham tells tales of his
heroic adventures in a presentation, “Tur-
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the Virginia Aviation Museum, 5701 Hunts-
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the keynote address by Dr. Wanda Corn, is
thefeatured presentation forthe New Schol-
ars/New Ideas graduate symposium at 6
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the Hand Workshop, 1812 W. Main St. It
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tionship and mechanical workings of ink,
paper and pressure. The sometimes sur-
prising results will be on display through
March 30. For more information, call 828-
1697.

Concert: BS&M with Kyle Davis per-
forms at Alley Katz, 10 Walnut Alley. For
more information, call 643-2816.

Theater: “The Complete Works of Will-
iam Shkspr (abridged),” a quirky, comedic
adaptation of all 37 plays of Shakespeare, is
presented by the Barksdale Theatre, 1601
Willow Lawn Drive Performances run
through April 19. Formore information, call
282-2620.

Saturday, March 22

Concert: “The Snake Oil City Barn
Burner,” featuring Rocket 69, Jack Ketch,
Sau, and The Halfways, takesplaceat Trade
Mark’s, 1707 E. Franklin St. Formore infor-
mation, call 358-2976.

Concert: Batteries Not Included, Happy
Premium, and Microwavable Hamsterblow
out the house at Twisters, 929 W. Grace St.,
starting at 6 p.m. A Skafest follows featur-
ing Instigators, Eskalators, and Boccone
Dolce. Formoreinformation, call 353-GAME.

Lecture: British and American silver ex-
pertsparticipatein “Sterling Qualities: Brit-
ish and American Silver, 1670-1900,” the
third Julia Louise Reynolds Symposium in
the American Decorative Arts at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts, 2800 Grove Ave.
For more information, call 367-8148.

Concert: The Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts’Fast Forward Series presents DJ Chris-
tian Marclay, DJ Spooky That Subliminal
Kid, and DJ Olive for a creation of “an
orchestra of found sound.” The concert be-
gins at 8 p.m. at the museum, 2800 Grove
Ave. For more information, call 367-8148.
Marclay will also appear at Plan 9 Records,
3002 W. Cary St., at 3 p.m. for a “Meet the
Artist” event.

Lecture: “The Legal System in America”
is the topic of discussion by notable attor-
neys Marcdia Clark and Arthur Miller as
they speak at 8 p.m. at Richmond’s Land-
mark Theater, 6 N. Laurel St. For more
information, call 780-4213.

Sunday, March 23

Concert: Duo-pianists Pamelaand David
Cordle perform in the final installment of
VCU’s Sunday Series Music Studio Show-
case. Theperformanceisheld at4 p.m.in the
concert hall of VCU’s Performing Arts Cen-

ter, 922 Park Ave. For more information,
call 828-1166.

Film: “Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision,”
the Academy Award-winning documentary
about the 21-year-old whose design was
chosen forthe U.S. Vietnam War Memorial,
is shown at 2 p.m. at the Anderson Gallery,
907 1/2 W. Franklin St”For more informa-
tion, call 828-1522.

Theater: The great Gospel musical “The
Master’s Plan”is performed through March
30 at Richmond’s Landmark Theater, 6 N.
i.;;;el St. For more information, call 780-

Monday, March 24

Special Event: It’s Oscar Night in the
Common Ground. The 69th Annual Acad-
emy Awards are on the big-screen TV and
prizes are awarded to those guessing who
Oscar winners will be. Show starts at 8 p.m.
For more information, call 828-6500.

Concert: Impotent Sea Snakesbring their
outrageous antics to Twisters, 929 W. Grace
St. For more information, call 353-GAME.

Tuesday, March 25

Special Event: The VCU Department of
Dance presents the notable Paul Taylor
Dance Company at 8 p.m. at the Carpenter
Center, 600 E. Grace St. For more informa-
tion, call 782-3900.

Concert: Theone and only Skrew 32, Lost
Tribe, Pest, JRS, and Smegma come to
Twisters, 929 W. Grace St. For more infor-
mation, call 353-GAME. :
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What's green and red
and goes 100 mph?

Lynn Hafer

CT Spectrum EpiTor

Frog Legs in a red spotlight.

(Nope, not a frog in a blender.)

Frog Legsis deservedly the area’s most
talked about unsigned band.

Love them or hate them; very few walk
away from a Frog Legs concert without an
opinion.

With a theatrical, whimsical stage per-
formance set to a kaleidoscope of music, -
the band transports the audience into a
surreal world not unlike the unsettling
world of “A Clockwork Orange” or the
bizarre world of The Who's rock opera
“Tommy.” Every note and movement of-
fers an unexpected twist that sends all five
senses reeling. There’s no thrill ride in the
world as good as a Frog Legs’ performance.

Members Tom [llmensee (guitar), Mor-
gan Huff (drums), Wrenn Mangum (vo-
cals) and Turtle (bass) live life to the max,
onstage and off, but without taking any-
thing too seriously.

When Huff, a VCU graduate with a
degreein English, tellsofbeing a Starbuck’s
“barrista” with aspace-age coffeedi
hooked tohisback orrelates road stories of
the band naming their farts or remembers
his near-death experiences of falling 12
feet onto concrete or being trapped in a
tunnel with a train coming, he is always
amused, always grinning, but speaks with
an underlying awe and respect for the
mystery that is life.

“Wework all the time at theband,” Huff
said, “We have no extracurricular activi-
ties. We have an infinite energylevel yet it
seems effortless. It seems to have a life of
its own.”

U2's latest

Tristram Coffin
SpeciAL To THE CT

UZ2reached anewlevel of preten-
tiousness in a recent television in-
terview when they said they now

consider all of
their pre-"The
Joshua Tree”
material to be
demos. It is no
coincidence
thatjokes — “How many members
of U2 does it take to screw in a light
bulb? One. Bono to hold the bulb
and the world to revolve around
him” have circulated about the
band and its singer for years.

But U2 is one of the few bands of this
generation with a right to be pretentious.
For two decades, including their “demo”

years, U2’s albums have represented a
morehonest continuing search for God and

The always joking yet insightful
Tlmensee is studying history at VCU. The
guitaristis quick toshare storiesofbrushes
with fame —seeing Twisted Sister’s Dee
Schneiderinarestaurant, waitingon Dion,
standing in line behind lotto ticket buyer
Billy Joel in a convenience store — and of
brushes with death from his asthma or
from a 12-foot shark who gave him the evil
eye. Like Huff, lllmensee seems to find fun
in analyzing life and particularly in ana-
lyzing Frog Legs.

Illmensee calls writing the songs “a
collaborative germ in every way. The gui-
tar is the sperm, the drums the egg. The
bass would be the placenta and Wrenn is
the amniotic fluid. Then we have a song.
But if we don’t like it, we take radiation
and mutate it into a huge, hairy beast.”

The band agrees the most important
thing is that they like and respect the
music they are playing.

“We want to present music on our own
terms,” Huff said. “The vision is the first
priority, success is just the consequence.
We want tomakereal whatis on ourminds
andifpeople find something meaningfulin
that then they will buy our records and
come to our shows.”

To that, llmensee added, “and any at-
tempted plan is thoroughly destroyed by
one or all members of the band.”

Bassist Turtle, a hardware-selling,
heavy-metal head from Minneapolis, is
the newest member of the group. He said
he is happy with the “urgency and the
intensitythathasevolved” within theband.

“If you have something and stand be-
hind it, then there is the hook that will
makeit popular,”he said of theirupcoming
April release.

salvation than you’ll find in anyone else’s
work.

Along the way, the band has mutated
several times, giving the listener different
angles of that search; with the mastery of
eachstagecamean
album.

The album for
their early post-
punk days was
“War.” In their

R

totheotker

HUMAN CANNONBALLS — Frog Legs (Tom llimensee, Morgan Huff,
Wrenn Mangum and Turtle) play Trade Mark’s on March 28.

Lead vocalist Mangum, who Huff and
Tllmensee described as having conscious
Torette’s Syndrome, is also a VCU gradu-
ate with a degree in printmaking. His
father, Bryant Mangum, is a VCU profes-
sor of English.

llmensee and Huff explained that
Mangum is theband’s onstage courtjester,
always doing and saying the unexpected,
always entertaining. They told stories of
him knocking a hole in a club’s wall with
his posterior then jumping through it and
shaking his butt at the audience from the
other side; of him physically picking a girl
up that had climbed onto the stage, lifting
her onto his shoulders and spinning her
around until she and her beer were on the
floor; of him jabbering about eating Jerry
Garcia’s flesh.

But the band is not all flash, they said.
They “take art and entertainment and
force the two together at gunpoint.”

Huff added, “nothing is ever planned.”

Although some may find them overly
dramatic, they are surprisingly down-to-
earth.

About shows with poorattendance, they
said, “There arenobad shows. Some shows
are rowdy beyond control. Others like one
in Charlottesville have three people there.
But in Charlottesville one person was a
Russian guy who kissed us on both cheeks
saying, ‘I came all the way to America to
see something like this.” Another person
was a Vietnam veteran in a wheelchair
and the third person was some surreal
punk girl. That’s great!”

Huff said playing live is a wonderful
experience “Complete strangers either tol-
erate you or don't tolerate you but they
have to deal with you.”

Antics and theatrics aside, Frog Legs
should be proud of their music. Their CD
“Midnight Radio”is amasterpiece of moods
and emotions and has gotten the airplay
and critical acclaim it deserves.

put together an exceptional album.

The second half of a U2 record is typi-
cally more telling of where the band is
personally and spiritually. On “POP” this
is especially true.

For arecord that has been described as
buriedin the electronic sounds of therising
techno scene, the latter half of the album is
stark. Thestripped, harrowing atmosphere
of “Please” and “If
You Wear That

bluesy discovery- Ifthese Sﬂllﬂ_‘ make “POP” the first U2 Velvet Dress” is
oﬁAmeﬁ-)ica period, recorithatwillmakeyourbootymove, morethan e;mugh
the album was 3 ” to command one’s
“The JoshuaTree» eN “Staring At the Sun” and “Hf God © w0 0 2
And in the band’s ~ WillSend His Angels” ensuresthatU2 Uy the Dead Man”
more recent, less  has lost nothing in perfecting the issochillingit will
pious, cocktail er-ballad. send shivers
lounge era, it was Pow alla through yourbody
“Achtung Baby.” and send your jaw
The pattern breaks with the release of to the floor.
“POP.” It has been two records since the On “The Play-

group’slast masterpiece and they have not
bothered to change direction. 3
Instead, with “Zooropa” andnow“POP,”
they are still wallowing in the excesses of
“Achtung Baby.”IsU2runningoutofideas?
Still, “POP” shows that the band can still

boy Mansion,” a
metaphor of peak success in the material
world, Bono reflects on the group’s simul-
taneous rise to fame and fall from grace.

Along way from their days of hailing “I
Will Follow,” U2 expressesin “The Playboy

Mansion” that they know “... they’ve got to
believe.” In jest, Bono asks, “Have I got the
gifts to get me through the gates of that
mansion?” while knowing he has been sit-
ting in its living room for years.

The anthematic first half of the album
does experiment more heavily with elec-
tronic sounds.

Thehit single “Discotheque” and “Mofo”
race beside computerized rhythms paired
with trashy immediacy. Beyond “Disco- |
theque” and “Mofo,” only about two other
tracks delve deeper into electonica than
“Achtung Baby” did.

However, if these songs make “POP”
the first U2 record that will make your
booty move, then “Staring At the Sun” and
“If God Will Send His Angels” ensures that
}11182]}1351 lostnothingin perfecting the power-

al

The beauty of this album is that, while
it is instantly accessible, it becomes more
rewarding themoreonelistens toit. “POP”
is the best album U2 has written that has
relatively little new to offer. The addition
of techno to their sound is fresh only to the
record’saesthetic. Still, at year’send,"POP”
will be among 1997’s finest albums.
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Frog Legs in a red spotlight.

(Nope, not a frog in a blender.)

Frog Legs is deservedly the area’s most
talked about unsigned band.

Love them or hate them; very few walk
away from a Frog Legs concert without an
opinion.

With a theatrical, whimsical stage per-

formance set to a kaleidoscope of music, -

the band transports the audience into a
surreal world not unlike the unsettling
world of “A Clockwork Orange” or the
bizarre world of The Who's rock opera
“Tommy.” Every note and movement of-
fers an unexpected twist that sends all five
senses reeling. There’s no thrill ride in the
world as good as a Frog Legs’ performance.

Members Tom Illmensee (guitar), Mor-
gan Huff (drums), Wrenn Mangum (vo-
cals) and Turtle (bass) live life to the max,
onstage and off, but without taking any-
thing too seriously.

When Huff, a VCU graduate with a
degreein English, tellsofbeing a Starbuck’s
“barrista” with aspace-age coffee dispenser
hooked to hisback orrelates road stories of
the band naming their farts or remembers
his near-death experiences of falling 12
feet onto concrete or being trapped in a
tunnel with a train coming, he is always
amused, always grinning, but speaks with
an underlying awe and respect for the
mystery that is life.

“Wework all the time at theband,” Huff
said, “We have no extracurricular activi-
ties. We have an infinite energy level yet it
seems effortless. It seems to have a life of
its own.”

The always joking yet insightful
Tlmensee is studying history at VCU. The
guitaristisquick toshare storiesofbrushes
with fame —seeing Twisted Sister’s Dee
Schneiderinarestaurant, waitingonDion,
standing in line behind lotto ticket buyer
Billy Joel in a convenience store — and of
brushes with death from his asthma or
from a 12-foot shark who gave him the evil
eye. Like Huff, lllmensee seems to find fun
in analyzing life and particularly in ana-
lyzing Frog Legs. :

Illmensee calls writing the songs “a
collaborative germ in every way. The gui-
tar is the sperm, the drums the egg. The
bass would be the placenta and Wrenn is
the amniotic fluid. Then we have a song.
But if we don't like it, we take radiation
and mutate it into a huge, hairy beast.”

The band agrees the most important
thing is that they like and respect the
music they are playing.

“We want to present music on our own
terms,” Huff said. “The vision is the first
priority, success is just the consequence.
Wewant tomakereal whatis on ourminds
andifpeople find something meaningfulin
that then they will buy our records and
come to our shows.”

To that, llmensee added, “and any at-
tempted plan is thoroughly dest:myed by
one or all members of the band.”

Bassist Turtle, a hardware-selling,
heavy-metal head from Minneapolis, is
the newest member of the group. He said
he is happy with the “urgency and the
intensitythathasevolved” within theband.

“If you have something and stand be-
hind it, then there is the hook that will
makeit popular,”he said of theirupcoming
April release.

U2's latest album PO

Tristram Coffin
Speciar To THE CT

UZ2reached anewlevel of preten-
tiousness in a recent television in-
terview when they said they now

consider all of
their pre-"The
Joshua Tree”
material to be
demos. It is no
coincidence
thatjokes — “How many members
of U2 does it take to screw in a light
bulb? One. Bono to hold the bulb
and the world to revolve around
him” have circulated about the
band and its singer for years.

But U2 is one of the few bands of this
generation with a right to be pretentious.
For two decades, including their “demo”

years, U2’s albums have represented a
morehonest continuing search for God and

salvation than you’ll find in anyone else’s
work.

Along the way, the band has mutated
several times, giving the listener different
angles of that search; with the mastery of
eachstagecamean
album

The album for
their early post-

totheother

HUMAN CANNONBALLS — Frog Legs (Tom llimensee, Morgan Huff,
Wrenn Mangum and Turtle) play Trade Mark’s on March 28.

Lead vocalist Mangum, who Huff and
Tllmensee described as having conscious
Torette’s Syndrome, is also a VCU gradu-
ate with a degree in pnm:makmg His
father, Bryant Mangum, is a VCU profes-
sor of Eng].ish.

llmensee and Huff explained that
Mangum is theband’s onstage courtjester,
always doing and saying the unexpected,
always entertaining. They told stories of
him knocking a hole in a club’s wall with
his posterior then jumping through it and
shaking his butt at the audience from the
other side; of him physically picking a girl
up that had climbed onto the stage, lifting
her onto his shoulders and spinning her
around until she and her beer were on the
floor; of him jabbering about eating Jerry
Garcia’s flesh.

But the band is not all flash, they said.
They “take art and entertainment and
force the two together at gunpoint.”

Huff added, “nothing is ever planned.”

Although some may find them overly
dramatic, they are surprisingly down-to-
earth.

About shows with poorattendance, they
said, “There arenobad shows. Some shows
are rowdy beyond control. Others like one
in Charlottesville have three people there.
But in Charlottesville one person was a
Russian guy who kissed us on both cheeks
saying, ‘I came all the way to America to
see something like this.” Another person
was a Vietnam veteran in a wheelchair
and the third person was some surreal
punk girl. That’s great!”

Huff said playing live is a wonderful
experience “Complete strangers either tol-
erate you or don't tolerate you but they
have to deal with you.”

Antics and theatrics aside, Frog Legs
should be proud of their music. Their CD
“Midnight Radio”is amasterpiece of moods
and emotions and has gotten the airplay
and critical acclaim it deserves.

put together an exceptional album.

The second half of a U2 record is typi-
cally more telling of where the band is
personally and spiritually. On “POP” this
is especially true.

For a record that has been described as
buriedin the electronic sounds of therising
techno scene, the latter halfof the album is
stark. Thestripped, harrowing atmosphere

punk days was

¢¢

of “Please” and “If

“War.” In their You Wear That
bluesy discovery- ifthese wnﬂ_‘ make “POP” the first U2 Velvet Dress” is
of-Americaperiod, recordthatwillmakeyourbootymove, more thanenough
the album was  then “Staring At the Sun” and “ God % command one's
“TheJoshuaTree. ,, attention. “Wake
And in the band’s ~ WillSend His Angels” ensuresthatU2 Uy the Dead Man”
more reoent,k ies.sl has lost nothing in perfecting the isso ;hﬂliniiitwﬂl
pious, cocktai sen shivers
lﬂge era, ;i was nower-hallad. through yourbody
“Achtung Baby.” and send your jaw
The pattern breaks with the release of , , to the floor.
“POP.” It has been two records since the On “The Play-

group’slast masterpiece and they have not
bothered to change direction.

Instead, with “Zooropa” andnow“POP 2
they are still wallowing in the excesses of
“Achtung Baby.”IsU2runningoutofideas?
Still, “POP” shows that the band can still

boy Mansion,” a
metaphor of peak success in the material
world, Bono reflects on the group’s simul-
taneous rise to fame and fall from grace.

Along way from their days of hailing “I
Will Follow,” U2 expressesin “The Playboy

Mansion” that they know “... they’ve got to
believe.” Injest, Bono asks, “Have I got the
gifts to get me through the gates of that
mansion?” while knowing he has been sit-
ting in its living room for years.

The anthematic first half of the album
does experiment more heavily with elec-
tronic sounds.

Thehit single “Discotheque” and “Mofo”
race beside computerized rhythms paired
with trashy immediacy. Beyond “Disco- |
theque” and “Mofo,” only about two other
tracks delve deeper into electonica than
“Achtung Baby” did.

However, if these songs make “POP”
the first U2 record that will make your
booty move, then “Staring At the Sun” and
“If God Will Send His Angels” ensures that
11)11‘2]-1}1351 lostnothingin perfecting the power-

ad.

The beauty of this album is that, while
it is instantly accessible, it becomes more
rewarding themoreonelistens toit. “POP”
is the best album U2 has written that has
relatively little new to offer. The addition
of techno to their sound is fresh only to the
record’saesthetic. Still, at year’send,"POP”
will be among 1997’s finest albums.
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NOW IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING
PAID POSITIONS®

News Ebpmmor

AssocIATE NEws
EbDImTor

SpPeEcCTRUM EDITOR
ASSOCIATE SPECTRUM EDITOR
Srorts EDIMOR

ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

ADVERTISING/BUSINESS ASSISTANT

CALL RicHARD TALIAFERRO OR
AnGeLA HL AT 828-1058
FOR DETAILLS.
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE
BY 5 r.M. APRLL 4.
INTERVIEWS WILL BE CONDUCTED
THE WEEK OF APRIL 7-11.
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Bringing the world closer to
home...

WVCW

640 AM on VCU’s campus
and 90.5 Continental Cable
M
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SAVINGS

Dial 1-800-COLLECT and save up to 44%.

*For long-distance calls. Savings based on a 3-minute AT&T operater-dialed interstate call.
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help wanted

CRUISE & LAND-TOUR EMPLOY-
MENT—Workinexoticlocations, meet
fun people, AND get paid! For industry
ir call Cruise

Services: 800-276-4948 Ext. 053326

miscellaneous

DRUM LESSONS — Beginner, inter-
mediate; private, one-on-one. Call 355-
3148 for details.

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS!!!
Grants, AID available

(We are a research and
company.)

SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR
JOBS: Are youlookingfora challange,
fun had hard work and the best sum-
mer of your life? Camp Easter Seal in
Virginia has job openings for camp
counselors and program directors.

Workwith :
cal ities or mental in

1 Everll!
$$$ Cash for co[lege $$$ for info: 1-
800-243-2435.

$7.00 PER HOUR PLUS $150.00 per
month housing allowance. Largest
rental service on the Outer Banks of
North Carolina (Nags Head). Call Dona

a beautiful outdoor setting. All majors
welcome to apply. Great experience
especially for O.T., P.T., Speech or
recreation majors. College credit may
beavailable. Work with dgdica(ed, car-
i J

the world. Room, board and salary
provided. 1-800-365-1565; Camp Eas-
ter Seal, P.O. Box 5496, Roanoke, Va
24012 for application and information.
PART-TIME LEGAL ASSISTANT/
MARTKETING INTERN — Market re-
search; data entry; communicationwith
clients and courts; general office work
at small law firm with offices in Rich-
mondand Fairfax; flexible hours; 20-30
hrs/wk; $7.00/hr; typing 30 wpm; no
other experience required; 804-673-
8554

SUMMER SPORTS CAMP COUN-
SELORS — “National Youth Sports
Program (NYSP)” is held on campus
June 16-July 18;8a.m.-1:30p.m.Mon-
day-Friday. Campers are 10-16 year-
old disadvantaged children from area
neighborhoods. Experience working
with this age group and enjoying recre-
ational sports activities a must! Call
Carletta Pittman in Athletics at 828-
4045 for application.

PART-TIME CONVERSATIONAL
TRANSCRIPTIONIST NEEDED
ASAP — Must be able to transcribe 2-
3 microcassettes/week. Salary com-
mensurate with expenence Personal

for ion and housing info 1-800-
662-2122.

IT’S NO LONGER NECESSARY TO
BORROW MONEY FOR COLLEGE!
We can help you obtain funding. Thou-
sands of awards available to all stu-
dents. Immediate qualification. 1-800-
651-3393.

FREE T-SHIRT + $1,000 — Credit
Cardfundraisers forfratemities, sorori-
ties and groups. Any campus organi-
zation can raise up to $1,000 by eam-
ing a whopping $5.00/VISA applica-
tion. Call 1-800-932-0528 ext. 65. Quali-
fied callers receive FREE T-SHIRT

FUNDRAISER — Motivated groups
neededtoeam $500+promoting AT&T,
Discover, gas and retail cards. Since
1969, we' fgroups

CLASSIFIEDS |
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MACINTOSHLCIHIICOMPUTERAND
STYLEWRITER Il PRINTER FOR
SALE. Both in impeccable condition.
Plus a black marble computer desk
with pullout keyboard pad and printer
shelf. Thousands of dollars of free soft-
ware and games,too. All for one low
price. Serious inquiries only. Please
page me at 997-9217.

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE
IN THE

TIMES.
CALL
828-1058.

Classifieds are
accepted Monday
through Friday in the
offices of the
Commonwealth TIMES,
901 W. Main St.
Classifieds must be
prepaid in cash, check
or money order.
Classifieds will be
by mail if full

raise the money they need. Call Gina at
(800) 592-2121 ext. 110. Free CD to
qualified callers.

NO.1RANKEDFUNDRAISER— Your
group, club, frat/so. can raise up to
$200...$500...$1,000in one week. Mini-
mal hrs/effort required. Call 800-925-
5548, Access Code 22. Participants
receive FREE Sport Camera just for
calling.

CRUISEANDLAND TOUR EMPLOY-
MENT — Discover how to work in ex-
otic locations, meet fun people, while

not required. Call 828-3340 or 768
7654 and leave a message.

ipto $2,000/mo. inth it-
ing industries. Cruise Information Ser-
vices: 206-971-3554 ext. c53327.

payment is enclosed.
The deadline for
classifieds is noon
Friday for the following
Monday edition, noon
Tuesday for the
Wednesday issue and
noon Thursday for the
Friday issue.

Classifieds are $7 for
the first 25 words or
less, plus 10 cents for
each additional word.

Ab REPS WANTED

Cau

Paur McoanieL
AT
828-1058

FOR DETAILS.

IMPORTANT DATES! IMPORTANT DATES! IMPORTANT DATES!
FALL REGISTRATION 1997

Friday, March 21 -- Fall Schedule Books will be available for pick-up in Room 104 of Founders Hall,
the school or college of your major, and in the University Student Commons.

Monday - Friday, March 24 - 28 -- Advising for Fall semester.

Monday, March 24 -- Advance Fall registration for University Honors students, and students with disabilities.

Monday, March 31 -- Advance Fall telephone registration begins in accordance with the following timetable:

G1,G3 Monday, March 31
Post Baccalaureate Certificate Seekers  Wednesday, April 2
Seniors Wednesday, April 2
Juniors Wednesday, April 8
Sophomores Wednesday, April 16
Freshmen Wednesday, April 23
Special Graduates Wednesday, April 30

Special Undergraduates

iy yOu nave any qu

sem mria ewris

Wednesday, April 3¢

Telephone registration hours:
Monday through Thursday: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday: 2 a.m. to1 p.m.

Phone registration number: (804) 828-1495

estions, please cail Records and Regisiration at 828-1349.

SSHoNS,

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and does nof discriminate
on the basis of race, gender, age, religion, sthnic origin, or disability. If special accommodations are required,
please contact Henri-Etta Burke at 828-2021.
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GCommons & Activities

COMMONETITE

OSCAR NIGHT
March 24, 8:00 pm

The 69" Annual Academy Awards will be shown at 8:00 pm on the
big screen television on the lower level of the University Student Com-
mons. The event is free and open to the public. Students may cnter their
best guess on who this year’s winners will be and become eligible
Night prizes. Entries are available at the Information Center in the
sity Student Commons and in the Common Ground on the night of,
event. (must be present to win)

DOLL MAKING WORKS]
March 26, 4:00 pm
Celebraxmg Women’s History Month. Come out and have yi’)ﬁ
appraised or ask questions about doll coilecting and repairs. X
Martha Jones will teach you more about doll collectmg, antique dol
and how to make your own special del The first .
fifteen people to attend will have th a doll.

=SAl

— S'tudents Acti

PRING FEST 97 Imarch 22 - 29].

Marketing Your Leadership Skills I
Wednesday, March 26, 1997 p
Noon - 1:00 pm, James River Room /
This workshop will demonstrate how you can’
co-curricular activities, community service invgl
roles as a resume enhancer. Learn more about th ilabili -
curricular transcript development software in the Student Activit]
ter.

Marketing Your Leadership Skills IT

Thursday, March 27, 1997

Noon - 1:00 pm, Capital Room D

This workshop is a continuation of Marketing Your Leadership Skills I
and will expand on the use of the co-curricular transcript.

Dining at its Finest

Thursday, April 14, 1997

6:00 - 8:00 pm, Alumni Association Board Room

This final SAIL session will focus on dining etiquette and other issues of
manners that are important to your success in the work place. This pro-
gram will be free for those who have participated in at least 4 of the 6

1 SPY TIE-DYE! Look for th

{

Conﬁratulatmns to the NEW .
Stu ent Governement
Association for 1997-98!

GREEK WEEXK
April 7th - 13th

Events (subject to change) are as follows:

oing
%)by or Link!
to one of 14 charities!

Tuesday, 4/8
igma Alpha Soronty

2 Wednesday, 4/9
n front of the Commons

Thursday, 4/10
lenic Couricil at VCU.

‘ Cyomm‘uter CoffeeBRAKES
P o B & P

ES take place bi-weekly, o

fering free cof-
18 of information for commuters. All CoffeeBRAKES
place from 9 am - 11 am on the following days:

ay, March 25, 1997
mons Lobb: :
co-sponsored by the VCU Child Care and the Parking and Transportation Office

Wednesda Apl‘ll 16, 1997
Commons 0
co-sponsored by the Wzllnes.v Program and the Parking and Transportation Of-

Jice

Tuesday, Apr% 29, 1997
ommons Lob
co-sponsored by Health Serwces and the Seigel Center Brick Campaign

* Check out any of the 185 organizations
on the Student Organization web page!
www.vcu.edu/safweb/soweb

SAIL sessions. A fee of $5 will be charged for those who have not previ-
in the Student Activities Center for more
! University Stadeat
The Student Activities Center Is lecated in the Underground on the lower level of the University Student Commens, Reom

ously attended at least 4 SAIL sessions. Pre-registration for this event is
necessary, because seating will be limited. Please contact Rachel Skyer
COMM ONS information.
O18. /U is an equal opportunitylafiirmative action insiitution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, religion, political affiliation, ethnic origin, gender or disability. If you need
special accommodation or would like more information, please contact Carolyn Farley at (804)828-6500.
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BASEBALL

continued from page 16
middle oﬂhelzggek
“We played well against Maryland and
then we turn around and just don’t play
against North Carolina and Marshall,”
Keyessaid,adding thatthe Marshall game
should have been an easy win forthe Rams.
“We should have just blown them out.”
However, hesaidhewasimpressed how
the team rebounded against George Ma-
son, which was picked to be one of the top
teams in the conference.
“This weekend we played as I thought
we were going to play all year,” Keyes said.
The Rams received three complete games
fromstarters Chad Berryman, Matt Burch
and Eric Finley.
Keyes added that at the plate the Rams
were able to get into the George Mason
bullpe, which is what he says is necessary
in order to win in collegiate baseball.
No matter how well the team can ex-

MEN’STENle

ecute, VCU’s coach said the team will win
more consistently once the players start to
mature more on and off the field.

Alackofexperience and seasoned veter-
ans has created what Keyes called “not
great chemistry” on the field, which has
the maturing process stalling.

“We lost a lot of experience (but) we're
starting to trust each other more,” Keyes
said, noting that some players were put-
ting too much of a load on their shoulders
and were pressing too much.

He said this past week was a growing
period and the players are starting to play
better as a team, but they still are going
through some growing pains. He said the
players were fighting so much for indi-
vidual playing time that they weren’t play-
ing well together — a problem that is just
started to be solved.

“It’s just going to be up and down until
we grow up a bit,” he said. In order to grow

THE RAMS HOME MATCH AGAINST
NORTH CAROLINA WILL BE THEIR FIRST
( l 8' | ) | AT HoMe siNcE Fes. 23.
[ 19 | MarcH29| M 30] THe Laoy RAns HAVE BEEN SUFFERING|
WoMEN's TENNIS o LBy | e | romastorTaceor ravens
| THe RaMs PLAY IN RALEIGH THIS
BASEBALL AFTERNOON AGAINST THE
(IO-II,Z-I) Worrpack
MarcH 28-30, FURMAN INTERCOLLEGIATE
GoLF GREENVILLE, S.C.

Track & FELD

MaRrcH 21-22, Wake FoResT RELAYS
‘WiNsTON SaLem, N.C.

[Z] INDICATES HOME GAME [ INDICATES AWAY GAME

Keyes mind, “Just play.”

The Rams will travel to N.C. State on
Wednesday to play the Wolfpack in a one-
game series.

Following the trip to Raleigh, the Rams
will notleave the state until the third week

NOTES

TheTuesdaynightgameagainst George
Washington was postponed because of rain.
A make-up game has been rescheduled at
4 p.m. Thursday March 20, at The Dia-
mond.

The parity in CAA basketball has con-
tinued to grow after the season, spreading
to the baseball field. George Mason and
VCU were the two favorites to win the
conference this year, but Keyes sees the
field as wide open.

“You could switch everyone’s uniforms
and not be able tell anyone apart,” he said.

COLLEGE BASEBALL RANKINGS

ch 16)

RANK ScHooL

| Louisiana State(20-1) 487
2 Florida State (20-5) 485
3 Alabama (19-2) 482
4 Georgia Tech (19-2) 479
5 Auburn (22-2) 476
6 Stanford (18-7) 473
7 Rice (18-6) 469
8 Tennessee (18-3) 468
9 UCLA (23-5-1) 467
10 Clemson (19-2) 465
I Florida (17-8) 464
12 Southern Calif. (22-8) 463
13 Texas Tech (18-2) 460
14 Wichita State (14-3) 458
15 Miami, Fla. (17-10) 455
16 Oklahoma State (15-7) 453
17 Arizona (22-12) 450
18 South Florida (17-6) 447
19 Cal. St. Fullerton (16-11) 446
20 Baylor (14-7) 443
Source: Collegiate Baseball Newspaper

WEDNESDAY, March 19, 1997
— S
o
Commonwealth
TIMES

Athlete of the Week

Chad Berryman
Baseball

B Junior right-hander Chad
Berryman tossed a complete game in
VCU'’s 6-2 win against George Mason.
The native of Kannapolis, N.C., al-
lowed just one earned run while strik-
ing out five: Berryman leads the Colo-
nial Athletic Associaticn in ERA, al-
lowingjust 2.64 runs per nineinnings.
On the season, he has posted a 3-2
mark.

BASEBALL :

CAA STANDINGS
(Through March 16)
Conference Overall
WL %

Richmond.... 1000 145 737
East Carolin: 1.000 I3-11 542
vcu....... 667 10-11' .476
James Madison 333 11-10 524
George Mason. 333 88 500
Old Dominion. 000 13-4 722
William & Mar; 000 129 571

UNC Wilmington...

CAABATTING LEADERS

(Through March 16)
(Min. two plate appearances per game)
AB

Matt Pusey, U
Steve Salargo,
Tony Gsell, ODU
Brian Rockers, Wi
Mike Colangelo, GMU.
Shawn Pearson, ODU.
Scott Morrison, GMU.
Ron Walker, ODUL.
Rich Rodarmel, JMUL
Randy Rigsby, ECU..

(Through March 16)
Ron Walker, ODU..

Mattt Purcy,UR... ) 92238
Anthony Forelli, ODU.. 2 32
Jake Anthony, VCU.. .21 28
Tony Gsell, ODU. 22 A

Joe Troilo, ODU
Chris Luther, UNCW...
Kevin Razler, UNCW..
Brian Rogers, W&M.
Nate Rewers, UR.....

(Through March 16)

HR
Ron Walker, ODU...... 12
Tim Flaherty, ECU....... 9
Seven tied with five

- Travis Harper, JMU..

_ CAA TRIPLES LEADERS
(Through March 16)

3B
Shawn Pearson, ODUL. 22 S
Mike Colangelo, GMU. 16 4
Antaine Jones, ECU. 22 3
Tony Gsell, ODU. 22 3
21 2

Rich Rodarmel, |

(Through March 16)
Matt Puset, UR..........

Anthony Forelli, OD!
Four ned with nine

" (Through March 16)

S SsB
Tony Gsell, ODU 22 13
Joe Troilo, ODU 22 13
Kevin Monroe, ECU. 22 12

Steve Salargo, ECUL.
Nte Rewers, UR.

(Through March 16)
(Min. five decisions)

w L
Jesse James, ODU S 0
Bryan Mazur, UNCW 4 4
Brooks Jernigan, ECU 4 4
|1 tied with three

(Through
(Min. one inning pitched per gam

-~

ﬂ ERA
Chad Berryman, VCU... Teadecs 2.64
Andy Cook, W&M.. 3 267
Scott Lavender, GM 3 284
Justin Lamber, UR 3 297
Bill Outlaw, ECU |
Robbie Preston, UR..... 2 346
Mike Huller, GMU..... 1 364

Mike Dwyer, UR..........

Shawn Camp, GMU.

.;o—w—uuowoo—»!'n
w
w
@

Brooks Jernigan, ECU...

ROLEX COLLEG E GOLF RANKINGS

(Through March 12)

BANK scHooL POINTS
| Oklahoma State 275.740
2 UNLV 265.990
3 Texas Christian 237.330
4 Arizona 213.690
> Clemson 206.475
6 Southern California 196.949
7 Texas 195.422
8 North Carolina 185.604
9 Florida 181.089
10 East Tennessee State 177711
H Wake Forest 173747
12 Arizona State 156.956
13 New Mexico 129.120
14 Ohio State 112.360
15 Virginia 106.176
16 Georgia Tech 98.589
17 Mississippi State 97.760
18 vcu 96.945
19 Auburn 95.827
20 Brigham Young 87.669

ROLEX COLLEGIATE TENNIS RANKINGS

BANK  scHooL

| UCLA .S

2 Boise State .

3 Kentucky :

4 Middle Tennessee State 31.60
S Georgia 29.22
6 Mississippi State 2870
7 Stanford 28.46
8 Mississippi 7-1 2538
9 Pepperdine 10-4 25.38
10 South Alabama 8-4 21.54
1 lllinois 64 20.32
12 Duke 53 1898
13 Texas 8-4 1839
14 Louisiana State 92 16.47
15 Virginia 8-3 16.39
16 vcu 15-0 16.35
17 Southern California 8- l6.11
18 Notre Dame 103 15.86
19 Northwestern 92 1534
20 North Carolina 50 1279

_ INDIVIDUAL RANKINGS
(Through March 12)

BANK PLAYER POINTS
| Arron Oberholser, San Jose State  150.000
2 Alberto Ochoa, TCU 142.905
3 Bo Van Pelt, Oklahoma State 135.580
4 Ray Floyd Jr., Wake Forest 133.875
5 Chris Wollmann, Ohio State 133.380
6 Mark Wilson, North Carolina 123720
7 Michael Connell, Mississippi State 118722
8 Clint Jensen, Tulsa 118.400
9 Steve Scott, Florida 112.500
10 Keith Nolan, East Tennessee State  112.500
I Marcus Jones, Texas 11510
12 Hank Kuehne, SMU 109.200
13 Brad Elder, Texas 107.925
14 John Rollins, YCU 106.095
15 Lee McEntee, North Carolina 105.258
16 Chris Haneli, Arizona State 103.980
17 Joel Kribel, Stanford 103.500
18 Greg Green, Georgia Southern 95.100
19 Leif Westerberg, Oklahoma State ~ 93.630
20 Edward Loar, Oklahoma State 91740

Other Rams ranked: No. 86 Miguel Reyes, 23.562

(Through Harch |o)

BANK PLAYER AVG
| Thomas Dupre, Mississippi State 23.55
2 Matthieu Ballay, Mississippi State 18.62
2 Mike Russell, Miami (Fla.) 17.79
4 Sebastien Dechaunac, Mississippi 16.39
s John Roddick, Georgia 1533
6 Cedric Kauffman, Kentucky 1477
7, Frederic Niemeyer, MTSU 14.66
8 Johan Landsberg, Mississippi 14.48
9 Johan Hede, Mississippi 1224
10 Paul Goldstein, Stanford 11.24
1 Richard Wernerhjelm, VCU 110
12 Eric Taino, UCLA 10.85
13 Ludde Sundin, Kentucky 10.48
14 Eddie Jacques, Georgia 10.33
IS Ignacio Hirogoyen, SMU 9.68
16 Ryan Wolters, Stanford 933
17 Simon Aspelin, Pepperdine 9.27
18 Mitch Sprengelmeyer, Clemson 858
19 Thomas Blake, Harvard 833
19 Anthony Deluise, MTSU 833

Other Rams ranked: No. 26 Olivier Tauma, 7.50; No. 35
Daniel Andersson, 5.93; No. 87 Manuel Kropfrieter, 4.28



—— Ram Stat

M In 1993-94, the men’s tennis
team won 23 games, the most in
the program’s history.

S ]

ter S. Martin/Commonwealth Times

REACHING FOR THE STARS — Sophomore Olivier Tauma is cur-
rently ranked 26th in the latest Rolex Collegiate Rankings.

Rams survive
inconsistent
Spring Break

Pete Van Vieet
CT Srorts EpITor

The VCUbaseball team spent its Spring

Break riding a roller coaster of success and
failure.
Playing BASEBALL
eight games
in 10 days,
the Rams started the break on the right
foot before slipping into a mid-week slump
and then finishing strong.

Overall, the Rams went 5-3 to raise
their record to 10-11 in the early season.
VCU swept Maryland in a three-game set
thendropped gamesto North Carolinaand
Marshall before taking two out of three
games against Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion foe George Mason.

Rams coach Paul Keyes said that al-
though taking three of four from Atlantic
Coast Conference teams is impressive, he
expected his team to play better during the

Inside

M Find out who is the CT Athlete
of the Week.

Vol. 28, No. 61

Kostin’s Rams still on course despite loss

VCU ranked No. 16

Terry Scanlon
CT Sports Eprror

The men’s tennis team’s perfect start to
the spring season ended at 16 this past
week when VCU fell 4-3 to Notre Dame at
the Blue-
Gray " No. MIEN'S TENNIS
tional Invi-
tational in Montgomery, Ala.

In all, the Rams won three of four
matches on their trip into the Heart of
Dixie that included a 4-3 win at South
Alabama earlier in the week.

Not only was the southern swing the
toughest test for the team this spring, but
it was also its first outdoor play of the year.

Coach Paul Kostin expressed frustra-
tion about the expectations placed on his
team.

“There are too many people that think
we have to play good all the time,” he said
on Monday, the day after returning from a
nine-day road trip.. “The kids are human.
They’re going to play bad sometimes.”

Against Notre Dame the Rams had to
battlecold and raininthesuspended match.
The Rams split the six singles matches
with the Fighting Irish, but lost the pivotal
doubles point as VCU’s Swedish tandem of
Richard Wernerhjelm and Olle Lundberg
lost 8-4 in the deciding match.

“I'm not going to give you any excuses.
We just didn’t play well ... period,” Kostin
said.

Wernerhjelm acknowledged they
could'vewonthethree-day event,butadded
that in a 30-game season they’re likely to
lose at least once.

“When you've got an 18-1 record every-
one wants to talk about the loss,” he said.

“There’s really nothing to say.”

While the Rams did bounce back later
that eveningand beat Texas Christian and
Harvard the following day, freshman sen-
sation Daniel Andersson dropped his first
match of the year in three sets against
TCU’s second seed.

“I give my boys credit. They rebounded
good,” he said. “That shows character.

“I'm just disappointed because people
think some of the boys shouldn’t lose. Even
the good players are going to have bad
days.”

IntherecentRolex Collegiate Rankings,
the Rams dropped from 10th to No. 16
because the poll, which is administered by
theIntercollegiate Tennis Association, was
determined by the quality of opponents.
The ITA had coaches determine the first
pollir order to set a base value for comput-
ing the following rankings.

In the individual rankings each of the
Rams’ top three players moved up —
Wernerhjelm to No. 11, Olivier Tauma to
No. 26 and Andersson’s now No. 35 in the
country.

Kostin has said repeatedly that he
doesn’t worry about the rankings.

The only one that counts is the poll at
season’s end he said. In the meantime, he’s
getting his players ready for a five-game
homestand that includes four Atlantic
Coast Conference opponents over the next
two months.

During Spring Break, university offi-
cials took down the bubble so the remain-
der of the Rams home slate will be outdoor
matches, which Wernerhjelm said work in
the Rams’ favor because both he and
Anderssonarebaseline players, which ben-
efit from the slower play in the outdoors.

SWEET SWING — Senior Jay Ashcraft and the Rams are 10-11 as they enter the heart

Pete Van Vb.'vcmnnonmth
of their conference

BASEBALL continuedtopage 15 >  gchedule. Ashcraft leads the team in hitting with a .383 batting average.
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