WEATHER

THURSDAY — Showers,
low 31, high 55

FRIDAY — Mostly cloudy,
low 35, high 61
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Sculpture department

Stephanie Buckeridge
CT StAFF WRITER

Just how successful is VCU’s sculpture department?

One of the country’s major news magazines, U.S.
News and World Report, recently ranked.the depart-
ment among the top five in the nation.

Joe Seipel, chairman of the sculpture department,
said the sculpture students are very proud of the rank-
ing.

“We appreciate the fact that we were finally recog-
nized,” he said. “We're the only school in the South that
was recognized.”

Since the 1960s, the department’s reputation has
become more widely known, and Seipel attributes much
of its success to the department’s faculty.

o

~ Rob Byme/Commonwealth Times

PUTTING IT TOGETHER — Sculpture major John Umphlett works on his latest project
in the sculpture department, one of the top five programs in the country as ranked by

recoghized in magazine

“The faculty care about the students,” he said, adding
that it’s unusual to have teachers so devoted to their
students. “They’re completely immersed in the field.”

Connie Brown, senior secretary in the department
who coordinates all activities such as advising, schedul-
ing and planning events, affirmed that the faculty is
accessible and know the students well.

“It’s a very closely knit group over here,” she said. “I
believe it is a rare thing.”

Sarah Diepold, a crafts major who completed a sculp-
ture class, said she thinks the department is well-
equipped.

“I would recommend it to everybody,” she said.

Inall, the department serves 138 majorsincluding 13
graduates and 125 undergraduates, which Brown said

RANKING continued to page 4>
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Volunteers needed for
mentoring programs

Scott Anderson

CT STAFF WRITER

Volunteering time helping people not only benefits
others but also brings with it enormous satisfaction and a
feeling of accomplishment.

“I think everyone should be involved in community
service,” said Rachel Skyer, VCU coordinator for leader-
ship education and volunteer services. “It’s necessary
here in our world today with all our wealth.”

Skyer addressed the Student Government Association
Senate Monday during its meeting to discuss two open
volunteer positions to help area elementary students next
vear.

The Adopt-A-School program consists of VCU students
who spend at least one hour a week mentoring Clark
Springs Elementary School stu-
dents.

Skyer said the program needs
a coordinator who would, among
other things, work four to six
hours weekly recruiting mentors
for the program, facilitating
monthly mentor meetings and
meeting with Skyer and the
Adopt-A-School coordinator at
Clark Springs.

The Carver Promise Program
alsoneedsa coordinator for VCU.
This program involves college
students from J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College,
the University of Richmond, Virginia Union University
and VCU volunteering atleast one hour aweek mentoring
studentsat George Washington Carver Elementary School.

The coordinator will oversee VCU’s students who par-
ticipate in the program. The position pays $500 for the full
school year and requires four to six hours a week fulfilling
duties similar to the Adopt-A School coordinator.

SGA continued to page 4>

Student scholarships targeted by Board of Visitors

Tom Leiss

awards have increased 7 percent, while

CT StAFF WRITER

In January, VCU’s Board of Visitors
told VCU President Eugene P. Trani it
would like to see the university provide
more scholarships for students.

“We (the board of visitors) would like to
see the larger population of students have
achance to compete for and know we have
scholarshipsavailable,” said Henry Rhone,
vice provost for student affairs, adding
that students need to know they can re-
ceive scholarship awards.

Peter Wyeth, vice president for univer-
sity advancement, called obtaining more
nonloan-based financial aid for all VCU
students a high priority.

“Across the board,” Wyeth said, “the
better the financial aid package that you
are able to offer to a student the more apt
you are to create yield from that applicant

He explained that students will com-
parison shop and choose the best deal they
can get.

Trani said receiving more scholarship
money became an important topic for col-
leges and universities with the state legis-
lature this year.

“The second-highest priority of all col-
leges and universities this year,” Trani
said, “was for significant increases in
nonloan-based financial aid to Virginia
residents. Unfortunately, the legislature
did not fund that.”

Even though colleges and universities
did notreceive more money thisyear, Trani
said they will continue to try to get more
next year.

InJuly 1991, VCU began trying toraise
$125million forvarious university projects.
Wyeth estimated that 10 percent of this
money will go toward scholarships. This
includes both need-and merit-based ones
for all programs at VCU.

“I think it would benefit the students,”

"Rhone said, “to be able to offer (more)

scholarships, and perhaps not as many
students would have to take out loans to
consider VCU.”

According to VCU promotional litera-
ture from Rhone’s office, during the past
two years, undergraduate scholarship

graduate professional scholarships desig-
nated s “fellowships” increased 9 percent
from 1994-95 to 1995-96.

The universityalready offers millions of
dollars in scholarships, Trani said.

“We have approxxmately $7 million of
state-funded financial aid,” he said, “and
there are millions of dollars that come out
every year in terms of private funding.”

Some of the private funding has comein
the form of endowed and current scholar-
ships provided by various different corpo-
rations. Trani mentioned Phillip Morris’
$500,000 endowmentofscholarshipmoney
for students in the School of Engineering.

SCHOLARSHIPS continued to page 4>
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*Prison protests spread

Approximately 1,200 inmates took over
aportion ofthe Modelojailin Bucaramanga,
Colombia, 190 miles northeast of Bogota,
onMonday. Prisoners took a guard captive
and declared a hunger strike to protestjail
conditions.

This stalled negotiators’ talks on the 13
peoplebeingheldhostageinthe Valledupar
jail. The hostages were taken last week
when prisoners overpowered guards and
seized weapons. Three guards and a police
officer were killed.

Negotiators said they’re waiting for in-
mates in the Valledupar jail to respond to
a government offer to discuss improving
conditions if the hostages are freed.

*Haiti’s opposition parties
want elections annulled

With a weak voter turnout and observa-
tions of tampering with result sheets,
Haiti’s opposition parties denounced par-
liamentary elections and called on the gov-
ernment yesterday to annul the results.

Haitians showed their disapproval of
the politiciins and of the evolution of de-
mocracy ir the Caribbean nation as some
polling stations reported no voters at all in
the Sunday elections.

An observer with the U.S. Republican
Party, Utah Lt. Gov. Olene Walker, said
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Monday that shesaw election officials tam-
pering with result sheets at two collection
centers in Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital.

eFrat party busted
at Utah State

All 14members ofthe Phi Gamma Delta
chapter at Utah State University have
resigned amid an investigation that mi-
nors were served alcohol at a fraternity
party.

Utah State has banned alcohol at par-
ties since 1995, and campus officials began
investigating evidence that the fraternity
broke the rules. In February, local police
officerscharged severalunderage students
whoweredrinking alcohol at a party in the
fraternity house.

The fraternity’s national office said the
chapter could rebuild itselfwith new mem-
bers who would abide by the rules.

*‘Whiteness’ studied at Berkeley

Leading scholars in the new field of
“whiteness” studies met at the University
of California at Berkeley this past week-
end. According to its organizers, “The
Making and Unmaking of Whiteness” was
the first national conference that brought
together scholars from several disciplines
to discuss the topic.

The field has developed over the past
decade asacademics havesought tounder-
stand the formation of white identity and
how whiteness has perpetuated social in-
equalities. Thesescholarshaveargued that
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white identity has been ignored in ques-
tions of race.

*Beyer to push for tax break

Lt. Gov. Donald S. Beyer Jr., the Demo-
craticcandidate for governor, said Monday
night he will push to eliminate Virginia’s
4.5 percent sales tax on non prescription
drugs if he is elected governor.

“We made a commitment to Virginians

~seven years ago to eliminate this tax, and
it’s time we lived up to it,” Beyer said on
former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder’s weekly
radio talk show on WRVA-AM in Rich-
mond.

The 1990 General Assembly passed a
bill to remove the tax, that would have
totaled approximately $20 million a year,
but then-Gov. Wilder, acting with the as-
sembly, deferred implementation of the
tax because of revenue shortfalls in the
state budget.

Thestate doesnottax prescription drugs
and the new tax break would cover such-
over-the counter drugs as aspirin, antac-
ids, antiseptics and cough and cold rem-
edies.

*Richardson and wife
forced to borrow funds
In papers filed Monday in Richmond

Circuit Court, former City Councilman
Chuck Richardson and his wife want to
borrow $110,000 on their home.
Richardson’s attorney, James E. Sheffield,
said the purpose of the loan “is to consoli-
date and pay off various loans and to pro-
vide funds for living expenses” for
Richardson’s wife and family while
Richardson is incarcerated.

The papers, filed because state law re-
quires the appointment ofa legal guardian
tooversee financial transactions involving
someone who is incarcerated, say that
Richardson is being held in the City Jail
because he refused to tell a
multijurisdictional grand jury from whom
he bought heroin.

Richardson has acknowledged an ad-
diction to heroin that datestohis serviceas
amarine during the Vietnam War. He was
sentenced to a year in prison in 1995 on a
charge of distributing the drug.

He stopped receiving credit for the time
served on that sentence a year ago this
week when he refused to testify before the
grand jury and was held in contempt of
court. Richardson “does not intend to
changehis mind and namehisdrugsources
and therefore needs said loan fund while
he is incarcerated,” reported the court pa-
pers.

— compiled from news sources

#2 I Virginia Tech 1

*On campus at the corner of Cary & Linden
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Classes make crawlmg around the Web easier

Louise Arnatt
CT StAFF WRITER

It’sdifficult to escape the call of the wild, wild web these
days. Everyone from MTV to the United States govern-
ment has a web page on the Internet.

Students, too, are finding that researching can be
quicker and easier using the Internet. But it’s important
toknow how toget around inthat vastvirtual world shown
on computer screens.

Scarlette Hobbs, an adjunct professor and research
assistant for the Information Systems Research Institute
in the School of Business, created and teaches a class on
navigating the World Wide Web.

Business 164 “Introduction to Mainframe Computing”
(to be renamed “Introduction to the Internet” this fall) is
aone-credit five-week course offered throughout the year.

It teaches students to use e-mail, advanced searching
(narrowing topics tofind only useful information), and the
last week of the course she teaches students to create their
own web pages.

“It used to be people would take a class on the Internet
because they knew nothing about it at all,” she said. “Now
they are much more Internet literate before they ever get
to me.”

Forexample, they wanttolearn tobe moreefficientand
effective in their research on the net so they can use the
information available, or they want to learn how to use
web pages and e-mail more effectively.

“E-mailisavery fast way tocommunicate,” Hobbs said.
“You can send an e-mail from the East Coast to the West
Coast in 10 seconds.”

Some students want to learn to create a web page for
personal reasons such as away to communicate with their
families and friends or the sheer novelty of having their
web page out there on the Internet for all to see. But many
businesses are increasing their demand for employees
who can create web pages.

“Many students want to learn to do it so that they can
get a job doing it,” Hobbs said.

“It pays well and can support them for the rest of their
college career.”

Harry Reif, research associate for the institute, cited
another example of using the Internet in business:

“You canresearch a company that you wish to work for.
You might want to know what their 10K is, or if they have
certain policies or practices that affect you.

“The Internet has opened a lot more doors — and
closets — in some areas.”

George Kasper, professorand chairman of the informa-
tion systems department, considers the Internet as a
vehicleforaccessinginformation easily butcautions people
that there still is no vehicle to verify that information.

“Anyone can put anything on the Internet,” he said.
“It’s real benefit will come from people who can leverage

W;/;V%;w
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LOGGING ON — A communications arts and design student surfs the Internetin the
Pollack Building’s graphics labs. Students can take a course to learn more about the

World Wide Web.

what it can do.”

For instance, you can send flowers to someone and
access a web page to see the arrangement you purchase.
You also can make hotel reservations and see the hotels,
perhaps even choose your room.

“Being able tosee the product — that’s where it’s really
useful,” Kasper said.

Reif said navigation of the Web has become a critical
tool for the students because the information they need is
not always available in the library.

“In library material you may only get one or two
perspectives,” Reif said, “but now you can go to the U.K.
(United Kingdom) via the Internet and read, view or even
hear what those people have to say about an issue.

Hobbs teaches people of all ages and occupations. A
farmer who recently completed her class located an agri-
cultural expert in Switzerland who advised him about his
soil analysis to improve his crop yield.

“He learned to do that after one week in my class,”
Hobbs said.

How has technology changed education today?

“The whole notion of education is going from a teaching
environment to a learning environment,” Kasper said.
“It’s gone from where the professor is a fountain of infor-
mation to where the professor is a tour guide through the
information, using a mixture of technologies.”

By using e-mail, Reif said, collaborative work with
other students becomes easier, especially since many
have different schedules and find it hard to get in touch
with one another.

Another class offered at VCU is “Web Page Design” in
the communication arts and design department in the
School of the Arts.

Webpage creation also is covered in “Intro to Informa-
tion Systems” offered by the Department of Information
Systems in the business school.

Space shuttle returns after shortened mission

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — Space
shuttle Columbia and a disappointed crew
returned to Earth Tuesday and ended a
science mission that was chopped from 16
days to four because of a dangerously
defective generator.

Columbia touched down on the con-
crete runway at 2:33 p.m.

Commander James Halsell Jr. had to
land the 235,500-pound spaceship — one
ofthe heaviest ever — with one-third less
power than usual because of the faulty
electric generator. The two remaining
generators apparently worked fine dur-
ing descent.

Columbia almost ended up at the
backup landing site in California.

Worried abouthigh wind, Mission Con-
trolwaited until practically thelast minute
before giving Halsell the go-ahead to fire
the shuttle braking rockets for a Florida
touchdown. Flight controllers expected
the crosswind to be right at the safety
limit of 17 mph.

The radio link between Columbia and
Mission Control seemed quieter than
usual as the shuttle descended through

the atmosphere.

A cockpit camera showed television
viewers a live pilot’s-eye view of the land-
ing, with reflections of cockpit dials mak-
ing a pattern of green dots on the screen as
the runway came into view.

Flight controllers waited until the
shuttle rolled to a safe stop before welcom-
ing the seven astronauts home. There was
none of the usual congratulations on the
mission, only a compliment for the crew’s
“great” landing. -

NASA cut short the $500 million-plus
mission after voltage steadily dropped in
one of three electric generators, called fuel
cells, that supply power for essentially all
systems.

“Im just real sorry it wasn’t a longer
mission,” crewman Roger Crouch told re-
searchers on the ground Monday night.
“Too bad it had to end this way.”

Flight controllers approved Columbia’s
launch on Friday even though the genera-
torwas givingabnormal readings 12 hours
before liftoff. They based their decision on
similar voltage jumps during the past two
countdowns for Atlantis, said Patrick
Simpkins, NASA’s fluids chief for shuttle
processing. In those instances, the fuel cell

ended up working fine in orbit.

But two days into Columbia’s flight,
Mission Control ordered the crew to turn
off fuel cell No. 2, which was losing voltage,
and arranged an early landing. Such a
generator problem could trigger an explo-
sion.

NASA said although the astronauts
were in noimmediate danger, all three fuel
cells must be operating for a shuttle to
remain in orbit.

Determining what went wrong with the
fuel cell won’t be easy since any evidence
likely was tainted when it was shut down,
Simpkins said.

Shuttle program manager Tommy
Holloway said in retrospect, the generator
should have been replaced before liftoff.

The crew only had time to make a dent
in the 33 experiments involving fire, met-
als, crystals and plants planned- for the
flight.

The astronauts were able to ignite just
14 of 142 fires that should have been set to
see how flames spread in weightlessness,
NASA mission scientist Michael Robinson
said. Six of 25 tests were conducted in a
furnace used tostudy the diffusion ofliquid
metals and four of 20 were completed in

another metals experiment.

To cheer up the astronauts, Missicn
Control borrowed a leaf from David
Letterman and sent them a list of Top 10
reasons why they are really coming home
early. Among them: Crew forgot todo their
taxes before they left. Crew left stove on
back in Houston. Hale-Bopp-comet aliens
got way too close for comfort. And: 16-day
mission, April Fool!
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I recently heard a graduate student
complain, “I don’t know where to find
anything going on at VCU!”

And she’s not the only one. I hear this
type of exclamation at least twice a week.
On an urban campus where some stu-
dentslive as far as an hour away from the
city, it’s quite a task to get the word out to
students about events and even harder

Timesrightnow, turnto
the Spectrumsection for:

Of course there’s plenty to do here

for them to find it. calmonth.html you will find a calendar
Please allow me to that lists events by the
makea few suggestions. month and by the week.
Since you're reading Stu d' ent Ifyoudon’trememberto
the Commonwealth take this address with

COMMENTARY

events. A particularly good spot to peruse
is in the north section of the commons.
One whole board is solely devoted to the
advertisement of campus events.

Then we have everyone’s favorite
source of interesting tidbits, the Internet
aside from describing everything you’d
ever want toknow about VCU, ifyou go to
http://www.vcu.edu/safweb/events/

you, youcan find thesite

a list of happenings in
thearts.IntheMonday’s
FYI section, we try to hit on some of the
main lectures, concerts, meeting and fes-
tivals goingon not only at VCU butalsoin
the Richmond community. Sports lists
VCU game times, places and dates in
almost every issue.

VCU also publishes a monthly calen-
dar of events that students can pick up at
the front entrance of Cabell Library, at
the information desk in the commons and
sometimes on thefirst floor ofthe General
Purpose Academic Building (while sup-
plies last). This calendar also lists sport-
ing events.

Check out thosebulletinboards. Idon’t
thinkThaveeverseenauniversitywithas
many bulletin boards as the Academic
Campus alone contains. If you can see
pastall the “For Sale” fliers, you'll usually
find announcements of special upcoming

Angela D. Hill

through the university’s
home page. This is, by
the way, probably the
most complete calendar the university
offers.

From my experience covering campus
events, I can tell you there are some very
cool things going on here that have unfor-
tunately had an extremely low student
turnout.

With its incredibly diverse student
body, VCU is home for a variety of
multicultural activities and festivals.
VCU alsohas anational reputation forits
fine arts programs — and the musical
recitals, art shows and theater perfor-
mances are usually free.

The information is out there, you just
have to keep your eyes and ears open to
find it. So, now that you know where to
look for the announcements, you know
where to find the events. Go out and enjoy
what VCU has to offer!

Blame a virus for extra pounds

THE ASSOCIATED PREss

WASHINGTON — A virus may in-
crease chances of obesity, say University of
Wisconsin scientists who also discovered
an intriguing paradox: The virus appears
tomake people fatter without raisingheart-
threatening cholesterol levels.

Sofar,only circumstantial evidencelinks
the virus with human obesity, researcher
Nikhil Dhurandhar emphasized, although
he did prove it fattens animals.

Obesity specialists said the findings,
which Dhurandhar presented Mondayata
biology meeting in New Orleans, are pre-
liminary but strong enough to justify
prompt additional research.

“Look at the larger picture of infectious
agents causing chronic diseases,” said Dr.
Benjamin Caballero of Johns Hopkins
University, pointing to recent discoveries
that viruses and bacteria contribute to
heart disease and some cancers, even ul-
cers.

“I have no reason to believe obesity
would be any different,” he added. “I think
it’s very plausible.”

Dr. John Foreyt of the Baylor College of
Medicine cautioned that the Wisconsin
scientists cannot yet speculate how the
virus, biologically, could cause obesity. But
he said veterinarians have proved that
certain viruses cause obesity in horses and
pigs, so one for humans is not farfetched.

“With the big increase in obesity in the
world...Iwouldn’t rule it out,” Foreyt said,
calling the new study “provocative.”

The government estimates that one-
third of Americans are obese, about a 25
percent rise in 30 years. The extra pounds
cause high blood pressure, heart disease
and diabetes. Obesity-related diseases kill
300,000 Americans a year.

Poor diet and lack of exercise are the
overwhelming causes of obesity, doctors
agree. But Dhurandhar suggested that
the Ad-36 virus, from a common family of

adenovirusesthat typically cause mild res-
piratory infections, may play a role, too.

In statistics updated Monday,
Dhurandhar compared 154 patients at the
University of Wisconsin’s obesity clinicwith
45lean people. Fifteen percent of the obese
people showed signs of infection with Ad-
36. They were not sick, but they carried
antibodies to the virus, substances the
immune system produces to fight infec-
tions.

None of the lean people had those anti-
bodies. Then Dhurandhar compared the
two groups of obese patients.

The groups were equally overweight,
yet they had significantly different levels
ofartery-clogging cholesterol and arelated
blood fat, triglycerides. Patients believed
infected with Ad-36 had normal choles-
terol and triglyceride levels — about 189
and 110, respectively.

The patients without signs of Ad-36, on
the other hand, had elevated cholesterol
and triglycerides — an average of 217 and
155, respectively.

Moreintriguing, Dhurandharsaid: Men
who showed signs of the virus lost 17.8
percent of their original weight during
obesity-drug treatment while viral-free
men lost just 11.1 percent. That’s a statis-
tically significant difference, but one not
found in women, he said.

Antibodies aren’t proof the virus caused
obesity,buttheyare“tantalizingevidence,”
said co-researcher Dr. Richard Atkinson, a
Wisconsin medicine professorwhois presi-
dent of the American Obesity Association.

“We cannot prove the virus causes (hu-
man) obesity unless we inject people and
they get fat,” Atkingson said, adding that
it’s clearly impossible.

But Dhurandhar did prove that Ad-36
fattens chickens without raising their cho-
lesterol and triglycerides. He targeted Ad-
36 because it closely resembles a chicken
virus that prompted his research in India
several years ago.

SGA

continued from page 1

Skyer said serving in these positions
would benefit students when they enter
the workplace.

“For many professmns it’s wonderful to
have on a resume,” she said, though she
pointed out that she would like people who
are motivated more by the desire to help
someone than by resume building.

If the time commitment for a coordina-
tor position is too much, Skyer recom-
mends volunteering as a mentor for either

program where the time commitment is
only an hour a week.

“With mentoring a child it takes a great
deal ofcommitment,” Skyersaid. “Youjust
can’t decide after two weeks youdon’t want
to do it anymore.”

Anyoneinterested in either coordinator
position or being a mentor should complete
an application at the front desk of the
student activities center and visit Skyer at
her office in the center.

SCHOLARSHIPS

continued from page 1

Wyeth sees alumni as another pessibil-
ity for scholarship money.

As alumni get older and closer to the
higher-income bracket, Wyeth said, he
thinks VCU will start to see more scholar-
ships, especially from those who took schol-
arships when they were younger.

Trani said it is important for students
with multiyear scholarships to be evalu-
ated yearly to see if they still deserve to
have a scholarship.

Inaddition, herecommended that schol-
arships of more than one year be academi-
cally tagged, meaning they should be re-
newable each year provided the student
still has good academic standing.

Rhoneagreed, saying year-to-yearschol-
arships based on academic standing could
help students do well because they are
competing to maintain scholarships the
following year.

Financial aid is an important factor for

-

students determining which institution to
attend.

Last year, Trani said, this was clearly
seen in the establishment of the School of
Engineering, when VCU received signifi-
cant private donations for engineering
scholarships. -Because of this, he pointed
out that VCU enrolled many students who
probably would have attended more estab-
lished engineering schools.

Rhone said how long a scholarship lasts
also helps students determine where to
enroll.

Givingstudentsascholarshipthey could
use for their entire college career may give
themmoreincentivetoattend, hesaid,and
hopefully graduate in a four- or five- year

period.

Still, before VCU sees a dramatic in-
creaseinfinancial aid, Tranisaid there has
to be some legislative success on both the
state and federal levels.

RANKING

continued from page 1
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s sculpture majors share different
backgrounds and come from all over the
world.

The department, Seipel said, looks for
fearless, smart and ambitious students
willing to experiment and to focus on their
studio pursuits.

“We're looking for people willing to ac-
cept big challenges,” he said. “But more
than ever, we want our graduates to be
smart. Wenow lookverycloselyatgrades.”

Why are many students unaware of the
sculpture department’s success?

One reason, Brown said, is the sculp-
turedepartmentis off-campusatthe Biggs
Building, 900 W. Marshall St. But she said
it still surprises her when students do not
know VCU has a sculpture department.

“We plaster the area with information,”
she said.

Seipel said more students should be-
come familiar with the department once
the new general education curriculum re-

aimingit at th Judgeandtrymgto .

hurt the judge,” Bonnell said.

Urbana Fire Chief William Pessemier
said four people,includingthejudge, were
injured, nonebyfire. CircuitJudge George

quiring students to take an art class is
implemented universitywide.

Not only would he like to see more
students enroll in an art class, but he also
would like more opportunities for them to
show their art.

“T'd like to see more of outdoor sculp-
ture,” he said. “I think there’s some inter-
est in that.”

Studentswanting tofind out moreabout
the sculpture offerings may visit the Biggs
Building, where Brown said the sculpture
departmenthasarelaxed atmospherethat
should not intimidate them.

“This is an incredibly open place,” she
said.

Presently, sculpturestudentsshow their
works in the Student Commons art space,
and they have exhibitions in the Anderson
Gallery as well as in the Biggs Building.

An annual juried fine arts exhibition
featuringworksof studentsincrafts, paint-
ing, printmaking, photography and sculp-
ture is displayed through April 13 in the
Anderson Gallery.

vas e; v
after ﬁrefightersv rrived,

Pessemier said.
~ Champaign County Sheriff Dave
Madigan said there ‘was one suspect in

custody.
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ERKING
Properties

KINGLY ONES

Just minutes to downtown and 195.
* Private entrances ® Loft apartments
* Small pets allowed ¢ Dishwashers
1 bedroom/1 bath $385 ¢ 1 bedroom/1 bath loft $410
2 bedroom/2 bath garden $470

DIRECTIONS: (to rental office) Take Belvidere across Lee Bridge; con-

tinue south on Cowardin Ave. (After Hull St. Rd. Cowardin changes to L\- V‘m @
‘ o v,
Mumpememt Aseoclation  OPPORTUMTY

Jefferson Davis Highway.) continue south and turn right onto Hopkins - ry
Rd. Drive approximateiy 1.5 miles; we're on the left. e
OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30; Sun. 1-5

(804) 231-9191

VCU... We
apartment

).l H\hl

LGB e

BRIARWOOD COURT KINGS POINT
1903 Hopkins Road. * 5 miles, 9 minutes and no tolls to Downtown, MCVA/CU

* Gas included for heating, cooking and hot water
* Small pets allowed ® Washer/dryer connections
* Huge eat-in kitchen with modern liances
2 bedroom/1.5 bath townhomes $485
DIRECTIONS: (to rental office) Take Belvidere across Lee Bridge; con-
tinue south on Cowardin Ave. (After Hull St. Rd. Cowardin changes to
Jefferson Davis Highway.) continue south and turn right onto Hopkins
Rd. Drive approximately 1.5 miles; we're on the left.
OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30; Sun. 1-5

(804) 233-6020

* Lofts, fireplaces, vaulted ceilings

DIRECTIO
Tumpike and

(804) 788-4588

 Richmond'’s finest luxury apartment value

* Corporate and short term leases available
12 bedroomv1 bath $425-$455 « 1 bedroom studio loft $475-505
bedroom/2 bath garden $540-$580 e 2 bedroom/2 bath loft e I offi located at Kings Park Apartments
680 * 3 1.5 bath townhouse $630-650 DIRECTIONS: Rental office is located at King:
NS: Fronts on Laburnum Avenue between Mechanicsville gast of Westover Hils Bivd.).
ton Road. OFF|

E HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Sun. 1-5

KINGS PARK

3900-5A Forest Hill Avenue
* Free cable TV & HBO e Across Forest Hill Park
* On busline to MCVAVCU e Security alarm system
* Swimming pool, tennis ¢ Pets conditional
Corporate apartments from $41 per day
1 bedroom unfurnished. $410-$430, furnished $545
2 bedroom unfumnished $495
DIRECTIONS: Located directly across from Forest Hill Park on Forest
Hill Avenue, nine blocks east of Westover Hills Bivd.
OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6

(804) 233-2970 or 1-800-457-1007

ave the

CHATEAU de VILLE
3900 5A Forest Hill Avenue.
* Washer & dryer in every unit ¢ Lofts available
« JennAire ranges * Huge bedrooms
« Skylights and celing fans ® Wood burning fireplace
1 bedroom $450 e 1 bedroom/loft $520
2 bedroom $555 # 2 bedroom/loft $600

directly across from Forest Hill Park on Forest Hill Ave. (Nine blocks
ICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat.-Sun. by appt.

(804) 230-6000
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Lock-in your purchases
atalow 9.96% APR
until they’re paid off!

Have a blast this summer with Virginia Credit Union’s Introductory
Rate MasterCarde. Any purchases you make and balances you transfer
from other financial institutions during the first 90 days are locked-inat a
superlow 9.96% APR until they're paid off. That makes this card a better
deal than those other cards with teaser rates that often increase to 19% APR
oreven higher after just a few months. The rate for transactions made after
the first 90 days is a low 13.96% APR (fixed rate). Apply now for your
ticket to vacation fun with VACU’s Introductory Rate MasterCard.

APPLY BY PHONE
804-323-6800

APPLY ONLINE

http://www.vacu.org

/VIRGINIA
2 CREDIT UNION, INC.

Virginia Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
Membership eligibility is required. You must be a member to apply for a credit card.
YYou can apply for membership and a card at the same time.

A5 deposit in a regular savings account is required to join.

WEDNESDAY, April 9,1997

( DO YOU WANT...

to help eradicate homelessness?

to reduce poverty and unemployment?

to help clean up the quality of our air and water?
to fight racism and social injustice?

to reduce traffic congestion?

7 to prombte responsible development of our land?

to preserve and enhance urban communities?

TO HAVE A CAREER WHERE YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE?

If so, consider a degree in URBAN STUDIES or PLANNING.

For more information call, write, or stop by:

The Department of Urban Studies and Planning
Room 109, Franklin Terrace
812-814 W. Franklin Street, Box 842008
Richmond, Virginia 23284-2008
828-2489

Get the late
night habit!

" RED SEA
§ DELI EXPRESS

920 West Grace Street

(Two Doors Down from Kinko’s near VCU)
Mediterrannean Menu
OPEN ALL NIGHT

PLUS! — Deli Grill, Subs, Gyros,
Breakfast Any Time,
ABC Off and More!

Bring This AD For $1 Off Any Purchase of a Large Sub.
(Good through April 30, 1997)

We accept personal checks, major credit cards and ATM cards.
Call or Fax, 355-6401.




WEDNESDAY, April 9, 1997

Charles Gnilka

CommonwealthTIMES ¢ 7

OPINION

It’s David vs. Goliath, But David’s Losing

Microsoft and Wal-Mart are
two companies taking heat
for growing like kudzu.

___Rememberthe opening scene of the movie “Star Wars”?

Who could forget it? There is a roar of engines over the
planet Tatooine. A tiny spaceship races overhead, pur-
sued by a menacing star destroyer. The ships exchange
laser fire, but the little rebel ship is no match for the
mighty destroyer. The crippled rebel ship is sucked into
the maw of the star destroyer’s docking bay, consumed
like a minnow by a whale.

To some people, big business in our present world has
become what the Imperial star destroyer was in that
galaxy far, far away: a looming, hostile presence that
batters and engulfs the weak.

Despite their success and record profits, some compa-
nies are getting flak

One site mimics the Microsoft official website, except it is
called Microsnot Incorporated. Another site showed Bill
Gates dressed as a “Borg”: the biomechanical bad guys
from the “Star Trek” TV show.

This sort of sarcasm has its source in the dislike for big
companies. Itisnotjust limited to Microsoft, but to other
companies that have aggressively grown and used their
muscle to get what they want. These companies are seen
by some as being like an invasion force.

The retail chain Wal-Mart that has become another
target for critics who accuse them of being like the prover-
bial 500-pound gorilla, sitting where they please.

Wal-Mart is a retail chain that uses its size to offer
consumers low prices. Because Wal-Mart is such a big
company, they can buy items in large quantities to sell for
cheaper. Other smaller stores do not have the ability to
buy in such large amounts, so can not match Wal-Mart’s
low prices.

Thiswould seem tobe aboon toall consumers, tobe able
to get the lowest price on items ranging from home
computers to tube socks, but Wal-Mart is hated by some
for doing exactly

from the public be-
cause of their size
and the methods glone.
they use to keep
growing. Theyhave
millions of custom-
ers who use their
products or services

money. Even the most powerful retail chain, software
company or coffee house can not make people plunk
down their hard-earned cash at gun point.

Companies do not grow like plants: on rain and sunlight tha\%rhat Wal-
They need people to come to them and spend their Mart’s critics
chargeisthatthe

company is a de-
stroyer of small
business and
small towns.

and others who are
wary of how they do business.

Onecompany thatwould fitin this categoryis Microsoft.
Thanks to the success of its Windows operating system for
computers, Microsoft has become one of the most recog-
nized names in the high-tech industry. Company founder
Bill Gateshasmadebillions from his company and achieved
a degree of celebrity status in doing so.

You know a company has achieved a unique stature
when the press covers how the founder spends his money
—as when Gates bought the notebook of Leonardo da
Vinci for his private collection.

It can be safely said that Microsoft programs like
Windows have made it easier for people to use computers
and integrate them into their everyday working lives.
Microsoft’s good fortune has given it more power toexpand
its market. Just this week, Microsoft announced plans to
acquire Web TV, a company that allows people to access
the Internet using TV sets without a computer.

Microsoft has been praised as being a company that
has earned it success by producing superior, quality
products and savvy marketing. But Gates and his com-
pany have come under fire from those in the computer
industry who think they have gone to far.

Microsoft is being seen by its critics as a bully, using its
power to keep out any competition and limiting consumer
choices. Companies like the web-browser manufacturer
Netscape have accused Microsoft of using strong arm
tactics to steal their customers.

There has been a public backlash against Gates and
Microsoft. Some who cruise the World Wide Web may
have seen some sites that thumb their nose at Microsoft.

—

Since smaller
businesses can not compete with Wal-Mart on the prices,
they loose their customers and go out of business. Some
towns have actually formed community action groups to
fight Wal-Mart when it tries to build near their town.
They say that a Wal-Mart would drive all the small
business out, leaving the downtown areas a wasteland.
The unemployed townspeople would then leave to find
jobs elsewhere.

The Wal-Mart bashers also charge that the retail chain
actually kills small towns twice. Once the small busi-
nesses have been decimated, the local Wal-Mart is the
only place to shop. Since there are large numbers of
unemployed people, who has any money to buy anything
atthe Wal-Mart? Ifthelocal Wal-Mart does nothave brisk
sales, it gets closed down by the company, leaving the town
withalmostnowhere tobuy anything. Wal-Martisviewed
as roving coven of vampires, sucking the blood out of the
most helpless and then moving on.

Starbuck’s Coffee has been accused of this same slash-
and-burn type of capitalism. Starbucks is said to move
into areas of town with the intention of driving all the
other independent coffee houses out of business.

This way of doingbusinessisseen asbeing by alarmists
as a form of corporate fascism. They cry out that if we are
not vigilant, the Wal-Marts and Microsoft’s of the world
will overrun us. We will be forced to buy from only a select
handful of companies. If we don’t like their products,
tough! There will be no competitors to turn to.

There is no doubt that these companies are aggressive.
They plan to dominate their fields and give their share-
holders bigger profits every year. The way you keep the
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investors happy is show them plenty of bar graphs with
numbers gettingbigger and bigger as youreadleft toright.

But companies do not grow like plants: on rain and
sunlight alone. They need people to come to them and
spend their money. Even the most powerful retail chain,
software company or coffee house can not make people
plunk down their hard-earned cash at gun point.

People on theotherhand dohavea chdice. Theyarethe
ones that the companies have to keep happy. But they are
alsotheoneswhohavethechoice tobuy where they please.

From the controversies over Wal-Mart and other com-
panies, spending money has become a matter beyond
whether you are getting a good price. It has become a
statement of how you want our consumer culture to
unfold. %

If all that matters is the price on the tag, then spend
your money wherever you want and let economics decide
the rest. If feel strongly enough for small businesses and
upstart competitors ofbig-shot companies, then youshould
spend your money there to keep those businesses going.

To say that Microsoft and Wal-Mart are planning to
take over the world is somewhat silly. These companies
rise and fall on the basis of our choices. Ifyou want torebel
against these corporate behemoths, simply give your
money to their competitors. Go to a small shop in down-
town instéad of going to a shopping multiplex if malls irk
you so much.

If corporations are oppressing us, they can only do so if
we pay them to do it.

Got an opinion
on something?

Let us know
about it!

NEED FREE ADVERTISING
FOR YOUR STUDENT
‘GROUP?

YOU CAN GET YOUR VIEWS
TO 20, OOO‘STUDENTS FOR




8 ¢ Commonwealth TIMES

WEDNESD!/

Woednesday, April 9

Exhibit: “Commonwealth and
Community: The Jewish Experi-
ence in Virginia” traces Jewish
experiencesand culturein Virginia
from the 1600s to the present,
through Sept. 14 at the Virginia
Historical Society, Kensington
Avenue and the Boulevard. For
more information, call 358-4901.

Exhibit: “Exploring Virginia
Legends,”amultimedia adventure
into folk tales of Virginia’s history,
continues through Aug. 15 at the
Virginia Historical Society,
Kensington Avenue and the Bou-
levard. For more information, call
358-4901

Exhibit: “A Woman’s War:
Southern Women, Civil War, and
the Confederate Legacy” is pre-
sented through September at the
Museum of the Confederacy, 1201
E. Clay St. For more information,
call 649-1861

Exhibit: “Domesticity: Nostal-
da and Memory” features works
"y area artists and presents guest
critic Saul Ostrow through April
26 at 1708 Gallery, 103 E. Broad
St. Formore information, call 643-
7829.

Theater: “Special Effects,”alook
into Hollywood’s creation of the
thrilling effects in films such as
“Star Wars” and “Independence
Day,” continuesits IMAX showing
atthe Science Museum of Virginia,
2500 W. Broad St. For more infor-
mation, call 367-0037.

Exhibit: “Into the Streets: Pub-
lic Culture and Memory,” focuses
onhow a shared identityis created
by public rituals and celebrations,
through Jan. 4, 1998 at the Valen-
tine Museum, 1015 E. Clay St. For
more information, call 649-0711.

Theater: “The Complete Works
of William Shkspr (abridged),” a
quirky, comedic adaptation of all
37 plays of Shakespeare, runs
through April 19 at Barksdale The-
atre, 1601 Willow Lawn Drive. For
more information, call 282-2620

Exhibit: “Pygmalion and
Galatea: Poem/Sculpture/Installa-
tion,” features statues and poetry
set to music, on display through
June 28 at the Marsh Art Gallery
ofthe Universityof Richmond. For
more information, call 289-8276.

Exhibit: “Looking at the Seven-
ties: The Meyer Schapiro Portfolio
from the I. Webb Surratt Jr. Print
Collection,” the work of prominent
artists of that decade, is on view
through June 28 at the Marsh Art
Gallery of the University of Rich-
mond. For more information, call
289-8276.

Exhibit: The Peninsula Glass
Guild and the Bon Air Artists As-
sociation present group exhibits
for“Artsinthe Hospital,”in MCV’s
Main Hospital. For more informa-
tion, call 828-4706.

Exhibit: “Flour Power: A Look
at Richmond’s Flour Industry.”
Photographs depict the history of
Richmond’s little-known flour in-
dustry, at the Valentine Museum,
1015E. Clay St. Formore informa-
tion, call 649-0711.

Exhibit: “Thorton Dial: The Ti-
ger Looking In” is on display
through May 4 at Artspace, 6 E.
Broad St. For more information,
782-8672.

Exhibit: Colombian artist and
VCU graduate Francisco Londono
displayshispaintingsthroughMay
2 at Coincidence Gallery, 2401 W.
Main St. The exhibit features
Londono’s attempt to depict the
emotional essences of specific
scenes. For more information, call
353-5102

Theater: Oscar Wilde’s comedy
“An Ideal Husband” is presented
through April 10 by the Theatre at
Bolling Haxall at the Woman’s
Club, 211 E. Franklin St. Formore
information, call 643-2847.

Concert: Guitar Studio, part of
the Ponce Festival, beginsat 8 p.m.
attherecital hall, 1015 Grove Ave.
The free event is directed by John
Patykula and sponsored by the
VCU Department of Music. For
more information, call 828-6776.

Concert: The University Band
beginsat8p.m. atthe Concert Hall
of the Performing Arts. The per-
formance is sponsored by the VCU
Department of Music. For more
information, call 828-6776.

Workshop: “Faculty Examples
of Using Multiple Technologies for
Delivering Distributed Education,”
a workshop sponsored by the Of-
fice for Information and Technol-
ogy begins in Room B-35 of Cabell
Library at noon. For more infor-
mation, send e-mail to
wdeihl@vcu.edu

Housing Fair: An offcampus
housing fair will be held in the
Commons Plaza at 10 am., spon-
sored by the University Student
Commons/Activities. Rain date is
April 16.

Seminar: “Preparing for Col-
lege, Part Two. Financial Aid:
What'savailableand howtogetit,”
begins at noon in the commons
Forum Room. The event is spon-
sored by the VCU Work and Fam-
ily Resources.

Concert: It's Disco Night at
Twister’s, 929 W. Grace St., with
DJ Mark Dooky Doo. For more
information, call 353-GAME

Special Event: Aileen Ribeiro,
costume historian will share her
expertise at7:30 p.m. atthe Valen-
tine Museum, 1015 E. Clay St. For
more information, call 649-0711.

Theater: “Christina Darling,”
a musical spoof of the movie
“Mommy Dearest” opens at

Jrortorteertd

Fieldens Cabaret Theater, 2033
W. Broad St. The play begins at
8:15 p.m. Performances run April
9-12 and on Fridays and Satur-
days through May 3. For more
information, call 346-8113

Thursday, April 10

Workshop: “The Big Picture:
Personal Vision,” aworkshopspon-
sored by the University Counsel-
ing Services, begins at 3:30 p.m. in
the Commons Theater. For more
information, call 828-6200.

Talent Show: Sponsored by
Panhellenic, the Greek Week Tal-
ent Show begins at the Commons
Theater at 8 p.m

Dance: Sponsored by the APB/
Film Committee, a DJ Dance be-
gins in the Commonwealth Ball-
room at the commons at 9 pm.
VCU students with valid IDs can
bring up to 2 guests whoarecollege
students or at least 18

Concert: Revelations with DJ
Rick Danger rock at Twisters, 929
W. Grace St. For more informa-
tion, call 353-GAME.

Friday, April 11

Film: “Metro” begins at 7 p.m.
followed by “Scream” at 9:30 p.m.
in the Business Building Audito-
rium. Sponsored by the APB/Film
Committee, the movies are free
with VCU ID.

Special Event: “Fashionable
Options Career Day,” sponsored
by the department of fashion de-
sign and merchandising, begins at
9:15 am. at the VCU Performing
Arts Center, 922 Park Ave. For
more information, call 828-6776.

Concert: Type O Negative takes
the stage at 8 p.m. at the Flood
Zone, 11 S. 18th St. for an all-ages
show. For more information, call
643-1117

Concert: The Business,
Warzone and H804 take the stage
at6p.m. at Twisters, 929 W. Grace
St. For more information, call 353-
GAME.

Saturday, April 12

Film: “Scream”begins at 7 p.m.
followed by “Metro” at 9:30 p.m. in
the Business Building Auditorium.
Sponsored by the APB/Film Com-
mittee, the movies are free to VCU
students with ID.

Concert: VCU Madrigalists per-
format8p.m. atthe VCU Perform-
ing Arts Center. The concert is
sponsoredbythe VCUdepartment
of music. For more information,
call 828-6776.

Concert: BS & M takes the
stage, along with Kyle Davis at 10
p.m. at Alley Katz, 10 Walnut Al-
ley, for an 18-and-over show. For
more information, call 643-2816.

Concert: Jim Nabors performs
with the Richmond Symphonyat8
pm. at Richmond’s Landmark

/

A 111Fi

MYSTERY — Type O Negative will play an all-ages
show at 8 p.m. Friday at Flood Zone.

Theater, 6 N. Laurel Ave. Formore
information, call 780-4213.

Concert: Unsane, Kiss it
Goodbye and Sweet Diesel play an
all ages show beginning at 6 p.m.
followed by Speaker and Special
Guests for an 18 and up show
starting at 11 p.m., at Twisters,
929 W. Grace St. For more infor-
mation, call 353-GAME.

Sunday, April 13

Film: Sponsored by the APB,
Alternative Film Committee
“Blue” begins at 5 p.m., “White”
beginsat 7 p.m., followed by “Red”
beginningat9p.m. All filmswillbe
shown in the common ground and
are free with VCU ID

Film: The Anderson Gallery,
907 /2 W. Franklin St., presents
“Two Moon July” at 2" pm. For
more information, call 828-1522.

Concert: AdJazzConcert featur-
ing George Duke and Rachelle
Ferrel begins at 7 p.m. at
Richmond’s Landmark Theater, 6
N. Laurel Ave. For more informa-
tion, call 780-4213.

Concert: The Virginia Union
University Choir, under the direc-
tion of Shelia Tate, performs at 4
p.m. at Artspace, 6 E. Broad St.
The event is free and open to the
public. For more information, call
782-8672.

Concert: Twisters, 929W.Grace
St., hosts Grief, Shine and Seven
Ft. Spleen for a show starting at 6
pm. For more information, call
353-GAME.

Monday, April 14

Workshop: “Getting What You
Need: Effective Communication”
begins atnoon in the Forum Room
in the commons. For more infor-
mation, call 828-6200

Lecture: “On Campus Talking
About Alcohol” begins at 2 p.m. in
the commons, Capital Room A
Sponsored by University Health
Services.

Tuesday, April 15
Lecture: David Baldacci will
speak as part of the Eleventh An-
nual Cabell Lecture, sponsored by
James Branch Cabell Library As- |
sociates, at 7 p.m. in the Business
Building Auditorium. For more
information, call 828-1108.

Concert: The Chieftains per-
form with the Richmond Sym-
phony at 8 pm. at Richmond’s
Landmark Theater, 6 N. Laurel
Ave. For more information, call
780-4213.

Special Event: Twisters, 929 W.
Grace St. hosts the Wonderland
Sound and Skate Tour’97, featur-
ing pro skaters at 6 p.m. For more
information, call 353-GAME.
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Goulet performs in
‘Man of LaMancha’

Laurie McKay Smith

CT Starr WRITER

Richmond theater buffs were
not disappointed with Saturday
night’s performance of “Man of
LaMancha.”

Robert Goulet, who played the
lead character of Don Quixote,
certainly obeyed his father’s or-
ders by leaving the Landmark
Theater crowd standing with
smiles on their faces and hands
clapping

According to Goulet’s dossier,
he first sang at the age of five and
the enthusiastic applause. terri-
fied him. Since that time, Goulet
has appeared in many Broadway
productions such as “South Pa-
cific,” “Meet Me in St. Louis” and
“Carousel.”

He has received the Tony
Award for best actor for hisrolein
“I Dol I Do !,” “Kiss Me Kate,”
“Camelot,”“The Fantasticks”and
“South Pacific.”

Although Dale Wasserman
wrote the plot of “Man of
LaMancha” to entertain audi-
ences, it is Goulet’s rapport with
his audience that creates a con-
nection.

As a storyteller, Goulet or
Miguelde Cervantes, weavessev-
eral stories into one masterpiece.
Theplayopensas Cervantes waits

DETERMINED — Robert Goulet performs as Don

Quixote in “Man of LaMancha,” which ran last week at

the Landmark Theater.

to thre otkter

to appear before the Spanish
Inquistion.

Once inside the prison, he and
his trusted squire, played by
Darryl Ferrer, are tried by their

peers.

As actors, they create the ad-
ventures of Don Quixote, who is
viewed as amadman by some and

an optimist by others. Cervante’s
goal was to entertain his fellow
prisoners and to prove thatheisa
writer.

When Cervantes must finally
confront the Inquistion, his fel-
low prisoners encourage him to
defend himself with his art. He
and his squire leave the stage

with approval and dignity.
Probably the biggest surprise

of the performance was the tal-

ented Susan Hoffman whoplayed

Aldonza, Quixote’s Ilove.
Hoffman’s charm and opera voice
was stunning. E
Having appeared in “My Fair
Lady,” “Fiddler on the Roof” and

“On the Town,” Hoffman is not a
stranger to the stage. She has
studied with Shirley Jones and
Debbie Reynolds and her talent
truly complimented Goulet.

Richmonders attending “Man
of LaMacha” were treated to a
wonderful production by profes-
sional stars

ONE OF MANY FACES —
Val Kilmer changes his
look countless times
during “The Saint.”

Kilmer brings salvation to The Saint

CT AssociATE SPECTRUM Eprror

Espionage, true love, explo-
sions and a secret formula all
combine to make up “The Saint.”

The film seems a little more
than vaguely reminiscent of such
past works as the James Bond
movies and “Mission Impossible.”

Val Kilmer stars in the title
role of the saint. He basically suf-
fers from an identity crisis. As a
child, he grew upin an orphanage
where all children were named
for saints.

The Saint chooses not to recog-
nize his namesake and calls him-
self Simon Templar after a magi-
cianin astory. Early on, he devel-
ops the knack for picking locks.
After tragedy strikes, the young
Simon flees the orphanage to be-
come a spy.

Kilmerchangeshairstylesand
voices faster than a viewer can
blink. With each newidentity, he
assumes the name of a different
saint. The name changes tell the

viewer that Kilmer’s character
isn’t quite sure who he is or what
name he should have.

Kilmer’s character decides he
will quit the business after reach-
ing his goal of $50 million. He
takes a job in Moscow offered by a
power-hungryvillain whoaspires
to be president. The mission —
steal the formula for cold fusion
developed by scientist Emma
Russell.

Elizabeth Shue as Dr. Emma
Russell reminds one of the “girl
next door” with her innocent ex-
pressions and fumbling speeches
to her students about cold fusion.
Her innocence is what ultimately
attracts Kilmer.

Russell also has a heart prob-
lem that seems to be of no real
importance other than to provide
suspense whenshelosesherheart
pills and Kilmer risks his life to
retrieve them.

Ironically enough, it is Russell
who seems to understand Simon
Templar. His love for her makes
Templer want to abandon the

mission of stealing her equation
He stays on only to save her from
the villains in Moscow.

Here is where the only small
problem with the film lies. A
viewer never gets the impression
that these villains will ever win or
cause any major problem

The presidential wannabe
sendshisson todeal with Templer.
This man stumbles around and
letsTemplerand Russellslipaway
time and time again.

His feeble attempts to capture
thesaintmake the audience want
to laugh.

Afterwatching thevillainmade
a fool and seeing that the cold
fusion equation works, the viewer
mightexpectthefilmtoend. How-
ever, it continues as Templer and
Russell rendezvous in a remote
cottage.

It goes on for about another
fifteen minutes just to make sure
the viewer knows these two will
find a way to be together even
thoughthe police are alwayslook-
ing for Templer.

Although littered with classic
“spymovie”senarios and aJames
Bond romance theme, the film is
entertaining

A viewer will get caught up in
the film and can’t afford to blink
for fear of missing something
Kilmer does a fantasticjob of pull-
ing offthe titlerole. Shue’s perfor-
mance as the naive Russell also
comes across well

Among the film’s other at-
tributes is a powerful soundtrack
which may remind a viewer of
“Mission Impossible” when the
theme song blasts on every few
minutes. Artists such as Moby,
Sneaker Pimps, Duran Duran and
David Bowie combine talents to
make up the album which also
contains a number of techno and
instrumental mixes.

The film manages to entertain
without a thoughtful plotline.
Someofthe chasescenes will keep
youonedge. Kilmer’s performance
really makes the film. Spy movie
lovers will definitely enjoy this
one.
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‘Man of LaMancha’

Laurie McKay Smith

CT Starr WRITER

Richmond theater buffs were
not disappointed with Saturday
night’s performance of “Man of
LaMancha.”

Robert Goulet, who played the
lead character of Don Quixote,
certainly obeyed his father’s or-
ders by leaving the Landmark
Theater crowd standing with
smiles on their faces and hands
clapping.

According to Goulet’s dossier,
he first sang at the age of five and
the enthusiastic applause.terri-
fied him. Since that time, Goulet
has appeared in many Broadway
productions such as “South Pa-
cific,” “Meet Me in St. Louis” and
“Carousel.”

He has received the Tony
Award for best actor for hisrolein
“I Dol I Do !,” “Kiss Me Kate,”
“Camelot,”“The Fantasticks”and
“South Pacific.”

Although Dale Wasserman
wrote the plot of “Man of
LaMancha” to entertain audi-
ences, it is Goulet’s rapport with
his audience that creates a con-
nection.

As a storyteller, Goulet or
Miguelde Cervantes, weavessev-
eral stories into one masterpiece.
Theplayopensas Cervantes waits

DETERMINED — Robert Goulet performs as Don
Quixote in “Man of LaMancha,” which ran last week at
the Landmark Theater.

to appear before the Spanish
Inquistion.

Once inside the prison, he and
his trusted squire, played by
Darryl Ferrer, are tried by their

peers.

As actors, they create the ad-
ventures of Don Quixote, who is
viewed as amadman by some and

an optimist by others. Cervante’s
goal was to entertain his fellow
prisoners and to provethatheisa
writer.

When Cervantes must finally
confront the Inquistion, his fel-
low prisoners encourage him to
defend himself with his art. He
and his squire leave the stage

with approval and dignity.
Probably the biggest surprise

of the performance was the tal-

ented Susan Hoffman whoplayed

Aldonza, Quixote’s love.
Hoffman’s charm and opera voice
was stu.nmng
Having appeared in “My Fair
Lady,” "Flddler on the Roof > and

“On the Town,” Hoffman is not a
stranger to the stage. She has
studied with Shirley Jones and
Debbie Reynolds and her talent
truly complimented Goulet.

Richmonders attending “Man
of LaMacha” were treated to a
wonderful production by profes-
sional stars.

ONE OF MANY FACES —
Val Kilmer changes his
look countless times
during “The Saint.”

Kilmer brings salvation to The Saint

CT AssociATE SPECTRUM Eprror

Espionage, true love, explo-
sions and a secret formula all
combine to make up “The Saint.”

The film seems a little more
than vaguely reminiscent of such
past works as the James Bond
moviesand “Mission Impossible.”

Val Kilmer stars in the title
role of the saint. He basically suf-
fers from an identity crisis. As a
child, he grew upin an orphanage
where all children were named
for saints.

The Saint chooses not torecog-
nize his namesake and calls him-
self Simon Templar after a magi-
cianin astory. Earlyon, hedevel-
ops the knack for picking locks.
After tragedy strikes, the young
Simon flees the orphanage to be-
come a spy.

Kilmerchanges hau'styles and
voices faster than a viewer can
blink. With each newidentity, he
assumes the name of a different
saint. The name changes tell the

viewer that Kilmer’s character
isn’t quite sure who he is or what
name he should have.

Kilmer’s character decides he
will quit the business after reach-
ing his goal of $50 million. He
takes ajobin Moscow offered by a
power-hungryvillain whoaspires
to be president. The mission —
steal the formula for cold fusion
developed by scientist Emma
Russell.

Elizabeth Shue as Dr. Emma
Russell reminds one of the “girl
next door” with her innocent ex-
pressions and fumbling speeches
to her students about cold fusion.
Her innocence is what ultimately
attracts Kilmer.

Russell also has a heart prob-
lem that seems to be of .no real
importance other than to provide
suspensewhenshelosesherheart
pills and Kilmer risks his life to
retrieve them.

Ironically enough, it is Russell
who seems to understand Simon
Templar. His love for her makes
Templer want to abandon the

mission of stealing her equation.
He stays on only to save her from
the villains in Moscow.

Here is where the only small
problem with the film lies. A
viewer never gets the impression
that these villains will ever win or
cause any major problem.

The presidential wannabe
sendshisson todeal with Templer.
This man stumbles around and
letsTemplerand Russellslipaway
time and time again.

His feeble attempts to capture
thesaintmake the audience want
to laugh.

Afterwatching thevillainmade
a fool and seeing that the cold
fusion equation works, the viewer
mightexpectthefilmtoend. How-
ever, it continues as Templer and
Russell rendezvous in a remote
cottage.

It goes on for about another
fifteen minutes just to make sure
the viewer knows these two will
find a way to be together even
thoughthe police are alwayslook-
ing for Templer.

Although littered with classic

“spymovie” senarios and aJames

Bond romance theme, the film is
entertaining.

A viewer will get caught up in
the film and can’t afford to blink
for fear of missing something.
Kilmer does a fantasticjob of pull-
ing offthe titlerole. Shue’s perfor-
mance as the naive Russell also
comes across well.

Among the film’s other at-
tributes is a powerful soundtrack
which may remind a viewer of
“Mission Impossible” when the
theme song blasts on every few
minutes. Artists such as Moby,
Sneaker Pimps, Duran Duran and
David Bowie combine talents to
make up the album which also
contains a number of techno and
instrumental mixes.

The film manages to entertain
without a thoughtful plotline.
Someofthechasescenes willkeep
youonedge. Kilmer’s performance
really makes the film. Spy movie
lovers will definitely enjoy this
one.
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Can you afford to write this check?

Most of us can’t. That’s why you should begin
planning now to protect your assets and retirement
savings from the high cost of long-term care.

You may be thinking, "It won’t happen to me,"
but statistics suggest it might. Of the nearly 13
million Americans now using some form of long-
term care, 2 out of every 5 are working age adults
(ages 18 through 64)* :

Depending on what kind of care you get, the aver-
age cost can range from $12,000 to $36,000 or
more each year.** Because they don’t plan ahead,
many people find themselves spending their entire
retirement savings or relying on the financial sup-
port of loved ones to pay for long-term care.

That’s why reliable, affordable coverage like
Teachers LongTerm Care® should be an integral
part of your overall financial plan. With benefits
for home health care, adult day health care, and
nursing home care, Teachers LongTerm Care can
help ensure your family’s financial security.

For your FREE Personal Long-Term Care
Information Package, simply call us .
toll free at 1 800 842-1924, Dept. |
B2W, weekdays between 8:00 a.m.
and 8:00 p.m., Eastern Time.

Also, look for TIAA on the Internet:
gopher://gopher.tiaa-cref.org or
http://www.tiaa-cref.org

A A Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association
College Retirement Equities Fund

730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

* U.S. General Accounting Office, Long-term Care: Diverse, G g F

GAO/HEHS-95-96 (Washington, DC 1994).

ludes Millions of Americans of All Ages,

** Home health care can easily cost $12,000 each year and the national average cost for one year in a nursing home is $36,000.

Guide to Long-Term Care Insurance (HIAA, 1994).
NOTE: Members of the education and research

gh 84) and their sp or ds

(ages 18 th

ic p: parents, and

parents-in-law are eligible to apply for Teachers LongTerm Care. This policy is not available in all states.

©1997 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association
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WHY HAULIT...STORE IT!!!

SAFE « CONVENIENT ¢ INEXPENSIVE ! ! !

ENJOY THE SUMMER ¢ HASSLE FREE! ! !
STUDENT DISCOUNT

10% OFF FIRST MONTH'S RENT
10% OFF SECOND MONTH'S RENT
10% OFF THIRD MONTH'S RENT
10% OFF FOURTH MONTH'S RENT

CALL DAY OR NIGHT ... (804) 272-4364 R

HUGUENOT * ROBIOUS MINI STORAGE rWetakeaload
off your hands."
AT THE CORNER OF HUGUENOT & ROBIOUS RO:’SS %
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23235 <

[Huguenot
Robious
Mini-

Storage!

PLEASE BE PREPARED TO SHOW STUDENT IDENTIFICATION!!!

What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ...What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ... What the mind can believe ...

DO YOUE HAVE

TEST ANXIETY?
(knowing the answer but unable
to retrieve it when you need it?)

Come & Overcome
Memory Freeze

A 2-hr Hypnosis Session
given by Mind Dynamics
HYPNOSIS CENTER
only $49.99

call for dates of workshop — 320-5199

WE CAN HELP YOU
ACHIEVE FOREVER

What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ... What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ...What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ...

What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ...What the mind can believe ... the mind can conceive ... What the mind can believe ...

C il

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
Compete in:
Fitness Obstacle Course
Wacky Relay Races
Ram Mini Putt
Climbing Wall

Big Fun!!
Cool Prizes!!
Refreshments!!

:; Sponsored by the VCU
m_ Wellness Commitee,
(4 @) Alpha Phi Omega
"z"= Fratemity, Sigma
RECREATIONAL Sigma Sigma Soror-
SR RIRS ity & Beer Peers.

Friday, April 11, 1997
8:00-12:00 Midnight
Cary Street Recreation Complex
911 West Cary Street

A8
Recreational Sports VCU

Teams participate in friendly competition
for prizes (5 Perticipants per te2m).

Register No'¥ at Cary St. Gym!

Rules: Participanrs must be studen:s,
faculty, or stafi 2i VCU. Tearas can be
mixed or same sex with 5 participans on
one team only. Scores will consist of
slowest and fastest times of each team.
Individuals can register and teamed with
other pariicipanis on site prior to events.

Free T-shirts will be given to first 15 teams.
Prizes anc rzireshments for all attendees
and observers from the VCU Community
(Students, Faculty, or Staff).

VCUMCV provides services on
a nondiscriminatory basis and is
committed 1o a policy of equal
access for all students. If you feel
youmay need special accommo-
dation for participation in this
event because of a disability,
please call Dawn Kenny at 828-
6219. VCUis an Affirmative Action/

-+ 2A120U0) UED P 3N ** IAINPQ UTI PUIL I} JBYAL™ IAIIDUOI UEI PUIW 3}  AIN9Q UED PUJUI L) JBYAL™ AI3IU0D UED PUIUI ) * IAII3G UTI P 343 JBUAL

mﬂ ' mm ' Equal opportunity University.
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help wanted

ENVIRONMENTAL/POLITICAL—
Wear shorts, tee-shirts and sneakers
this summer and make a difference on
critical environmental and consumer
issues. Hiring summer staff from all
majors. Work approx. 2:00 p.m.-10:30
p. lon-Fri. and get paid $325/wk.
Interviewing daily. 342-1498.
POSITIONS AVAILABLE — Rich-
mond Child Development Centersisin
search of: assistant teachers, substi-
tutes and summer consultants. Offer-
ing: competitive salary, wonderful chil-
dren and attractive benefits. CALL
TODAY 355-5093 ask for Marion
Chenault.

MACINTOSHLCIIICOMPUTERAND
STYLEWRITER Il PRINTER FOR
SALE. Both in impeccable condition.
Plus a black marble computer desk
with pullout keyboard pad and printer
shelf. Thousands of dollars of free soft-
ware and games,too. All for one low
price. Serious inquiries only. Please
page me at 997-9217.

miscellaneous

DRUM LESSONS — Beginner, inter-
mediate; private, one-on-one. Call 355-
3148 for details.

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS!!
Grants, Scholarships, AID available
fromsponsors!!! Norepayments, Ever!!!
$$$ Cash for college $$$ for info: 1-
800-243-2435.

CRUISE ANDLAND TOUREMPLOY-
MENT — Discover how to work in ex-
ofic locations, meet fun people, while
earning upto $2,000/mo. inthese excit-
ing industries. Cruise Information Ser-
vices: 206-971-3554 ext. c53327.

IT’'S NO LONGER NECESSARY TO

BORROW MONEY FOR COLLEGE! .

We can help you obtain funding. Thou-
sands of awards available to all stu-
dents. Immediate qualification. 1-800-
651-3393.

EUROPE $175 — Within USA $79 -
$129, Caribb./Mexico $199 r/t. CHEAP

airhitch.org. AIRHITCH 1-800-326-

HAVE YOU HEARD THE LATEST
from the Indigo Girls??? “Shaming of
the Sun” available April 29th. Call 800-
742-7269 for a  preview.
www.indigogirls.com

$1000s POSSIBLE READING
BOOKS part-time. At home. Toll-free
(1) 800-218-9000 ext R-7127 for list-
ings.

CLASSIFIEDS}

CommonwealthTIMES ¢ 13

READ THE
- CL
TS

- WHAT'S

| =
l“ El

Classifieds are
accepted Monday
through Friday in the
offices of the
Commonwealth TIMES,
901 W. Main St.
Classifieds must be
prepaid in cash, check
or money order.
Classifieds will be
accepted by mail if full
payment is enclosed.
The deadline for
classifieds is noon
Friday for the following
Monday edition, noon
Tuesday for the
Wednesday issue and
noon Thursday for the
Friday issue.

Classifieds are $7 for
the first 25 words or
less, plus 10 cents for
each additional word.

Earn commission and
build your resume
while gaining
valuable experience.

Cau

Amy Baker
AT

828-1098
FOR DETAILS.

Better Ingredients.

Better Pizza.

Papa John's cordially invites you to
Celebrate our 12th Anniversary with

2 Large Pizzas
2 Toppings
$12 for 12 Days

exp. 4-20-97

355-8600
2901 Park Avenue

Papa John's, The Official Pizza of VCU Atheltics
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FALL SEMESTER PARKING??
NO PROBLEM!!

Academic Campus Student Parking Subscriptions
for the
'97 FALL SEMESTER
will be sold:

SATURDAY, APRIL 19th
8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

in the
Franklin Street Auxiliary Gym

REMEMBER:

Subscriptions are limited and are sold on a first come, first served
basis.

Cash, checks, and most major credit cards will be accepted

Call VCU-PARK (828-7275) for more information!
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ASHCRAFT

continued from page 16

Keyes agreed: “He’s more of a leader on
the field. It's been tough on him but he
understands his role.”

Sophomore Brandon Inge, who was a
preseason second-team All-American, said
Ashcraft’s leadership has been what the
team has needed to succeed in the confer-
ence.

“He picks whoever is down and helps
them get back,” Inge said. “He also makes
the plays and that makes a world of differ-
ence.”

The Rams may have found adiamond in
the rough but in fact The Diamond, where
VCU plays, found Ashcraft.

He was ignored by the more famous
universities because of his size when he
played high school ball, and now VCU is
reaping the rewards of those schools’ over-
sight.

Former VCU coach Bob Smithwaswork-
ing a camp in Kentucky when he found
himselfshortoneplayer. Heasked Ashcraft
to step in and afterwards invited him to
tryout for the Rams.

“They brought me to The Diamond and
that was all it took,” he said, calling it one

\ o
& Commonwealth
TIMES

Athlete of the Week

Baseball

Brian Mohr

of the best college parks in the nation. UprCOMING EVENTS Notes
With the year he is having, one would
think that being drafted is his motivation, NEN’5TENNIS R | Amii I&L‘Z‘fﬁfﬁ ro s e NCA
but Ashcraft team goals are more impor- (22_ | ) Va TecH cAa 3
tant to him than personal accomplish-
ments. VCU' BOTTOM FOUR SEEDS HAVEN'T
“Idon’tliketothink about that,” hesaid. wo" E N’S T ENNIS WON THIS SEASON. M The 'fre_Shmar_l from Petersburg,
P itk Gontee. | 0514) Biimday ageiass WIRBIG Mscy Mobg
eague. ;
Sk B Arui 12 | Aemi 13 | ApuciS | VCU CURRENTLYHAVE A TWO-GAME hit a three-run homer in the bottom of
c t' ASEBALL MU JMU | Hoaso| LEAD IN THE CONFERENCE the eighth and pitched the final three
orrection ( 18-15, 9-3) __| stanoines innings, allowing only one run and
APRIL 18-20, CAA GHAMPIONSHIPS earning the first win of his career. He
3 7
W $1 million of VCU’s share of the new| | GOLF GoLpseoro, N.C. cufire}rlltlyll)lalst adl()f-garm;ihlttmgstretik
track and soccer complex came from genera Arnii 1512 DoKE INVITATIONAL and has belted Iour dingers on the
funds. It was incorrectly reported as being Track & FHELD Borniiay. N.C. season.
non-general funds in the March 21 issue. e W a—y

STAN DINGS
(Through April 7)

 HOME RUNS

(Through April 7)

(Through March 27)

2 CAA BASEBALL LEADERS ROLEX COLLEGIATE GOLF RANKINGS

~ TEAM RANKINGS

INDIVIDUAL RANKINGS

(Through March 27)

HR | UNLV 346.397 | Chris H: ll, Ari S 201 :O?
. ris Hannell, Arizona St. .
Conaren e oy L Ron Wk oDt 9 Oklahoma St. 303641 2 AbertoOchoa, TCU 188286
Ryan epas 8 3 TCU 278418 3 Chris Wollmann, Ohio St. 177.840
Five players tied at. 7 4 Clemson University 266.506 4 Bo VanPelt, Oklahoma St. 159.908
5 S Southern California 229.886 5 Doug LaBelle, New Mexico 157.042
o 5 6 North Carolina 220477 6 Michael Connell, Mississippi St. 151.453
PITCHING 7 New Mexico 218594 7 Arron Oberholser, San Jose St. 150.000
8 Arizona 217.189 8 Steve Scott, Florida 149.111
(Thrcough Apti) 7) ER 9 Arizona State 205.357 9 Brad Elder, Texas 144.200
Old Dominion 37 319 227 170 479 10 Wake Forest 204.504 10 Tim-Clark, N.C. State 137.143
> William & Mary 35 2920 218 161 496 1 Florida 198.322 1 Jonathon Byrd, Clemson 118.900
BATTING George Mason 32 2550 194 141 498 12 East Tennessee St. 191.597 12 Keith Nolan, East Tenn. St. 116.667
(Through April 7) Richmond 34 2862 214 163 5.12 13 Texas 187.062 13 Joel Kribel, Stanford Unnversny 112.404
Uil CUpiate sppearanicss per gime) EJNtCCWiI;_nington g; g?g; %gg :g; gg(s) :; ar;i)nis;“e :;égg; |I54 Jr?::'( Qzll:g‘: r\\l,oftlr: Carolina llllzll.g;r
;:2 SEI:‘go EC ﬁ‘Bl 6ﬂ0 Aé? vaéu ks 332762 214 - 135549 16 Auburn 121.290 16 Clint Jensen, Tulsa 106.256
Matt Pusey, U 139 59 424 James Madison v, O TR 17 AT s ) e ¥ 17 Mississippi St. 120.429 17 Ray Floyd Jr., Wake Forest 104.125
Mike Colangelo, 112 4 384 18. Georgia Tech 119.991 18 Hank Kuehne, Southern Methodist ~ 99.436
Ron Walker. ODU...... 133 50 376 EARNED RUN AVERAGE 19, Brigham Young 104.309 19 Roger Tambellini, Southern California 94.967
Brian Rockers, W&M 125 47 376 (Through April 7) 20. Minnesota 103.890 20  Lee McEntee, North Carolina 94.462
Kevin Razler, JMU.... 1327 49371 (Min. one inning pitched per game) 21. vcu 103.616 Other Rams ranked: No. 90 Miguel Reyes, 27.632
Ra);wdy Leek, W&M 121 44 364 Brian Brantley, ODU 4 2. 400 270 ROLEX COLLEGIATE TENNIS RANKIGS
Joe Troilo, ODU... 166" 60" .36l Andy Cook, W&M b2 51233l TEAM RANKINGS INDIVIDUAL RANKINGS
Derek Williams, UNCW. Tl 54 5 " 358 Chad Berryman, VCU 5 3 611 338 (Through March 24) (Through March 24)
Scott Morrison, GMU. 90 32 356 Jason Roach, UNCW 3523820376 BANK scHool AECORD ave. BARK PLAYSS e
honyact, ODLJ. ) il o ; 2 62 e | UCLA 16-1 50.98 | Thomas Dupre, Mississippi State 2525
1 Cappetta, UR.. S HR jessadames, ODL) Puiees 4y g Georgia 12-1 34.07 2 Matthieu Ballay, Mississippi State 243
Justin Lamber, UR. 94 33 351 Brooks Jernigan, ECU 5 6 660 423 3 Mississippi St. 131 3397 3 Sebastian DeChaunac, Mississippi 2201
Plate ] ummar JiL) Mike llp S e S0s e Boise St. 172 3395 4 John Roddick, Georgh, 2119
{f;k" D°°°a- UR SEE L Kentucky 113 - SR - Cedric Kauffman, Kentucky 19.15
e dloA i MU S im0 Mississippi 132 3014 6 Mike Russell, Miami (Fla.) 18.69
Ratidy L”IE?IFN}J&M g 0 casiil Stanford 1-1 801 7 Fredric Niemayer, Middle Tenn.St.  17.56
S:“d‘/ SR 3 adsiady 0 Middle Tennessee 122 2597 8  Johan Landsberg, Mississippi 14.86
2 5 e Bl 9 Pepperdine 14-4 2595 9 Eddie Jacques, Georgia 1458
STRIKEOUTS = |0 South Alabama 127 2587 10 Eric Taino, UCLA 14.47
(Through April 7) 1] Notre Dame 14-4 2561 1] Paul Goldstein, Stanford 1428
1P Ks 12 Duke 8-5 25.43 12 Richard Wernerhjelm, YCU 12.72
Brooks Jernigan, ECU. 73 13 LsU 122 24.67 13 Mitch Sprengelmeyer, Clemson 1270
Jessie James, ODU... 69 14 vcu 19-1 24.59 14 Johan Hede, Mississippi 1261
Will Malerich, W&M. 3161 15 Nlinois 9-6 24.00 15 Ludde Sundin, Kentucky 12.55
Matt Burch, VCU.. .58.1. 60 16 Texas 13-5 22.68 16 Enrique Abaroa, Kansas 12.39
Brian Fields, ECU. 62 57 17 Southern California 10-2 2133 17 John James, South Alabama 12.26
Justin Lamber, UR 52 18 Kansas 10-5 2131 18  Olivier Tauma, VCU 11.87
Joe Troilo, OD Travis Harper.. 52 19 Auburn 9-4 2038 19 Ryan Wolters, Stanford 11.82
} e 3 Jason Roach, UNC 49 20 Alabama -7 16.28 20 Ignacio Hirigoyen, SMU 1176
Randy Rigsby, ECU...... 33 > Other Rams ranked: No. 45 Daniel Andersson, 6.36




—— Ram Stat ——
Hl Women'’s tennis player llona
Poljakova (1992-95) holds the

school record for singles victories

in a career with 63.

SEFOKRLD

Commonwealth

ODU whips Lady

Peter S. Marti/'Commonwealth Times

BRIGHT SPOT — Sofia Hiort, seen practicing for her match Thurs-
day, won in straight sets against Old Dominion’s Michelle Tyson to
up her personal record to 10-2 on the season. As a team, the Lady

Rams are 0-14.

Big innings proppelled the VCU base-
ball team to an11-5 victory over Radford
Tuesday afternoon at Dedmon Center
Park.

The Rams (19-15) had 16 hits, four of
which

homers,  BASEBALL

Left
fielder Jay Ashcraft went four of five from
the plate, shortstp Brandon Inge drovein
five runs on three hits and catcher Cory
Whitby drove in four runs. Each man
went yard.

VCU struckearly, getting a solohomer
from Ashcraft and a two-run shot from
Inge in the first inning.

The Rams then added five more runs
in the top of the second to jump out to a
quick 8-Olead. Designated hitter Anthony
Linhardt hit a solo shot, Whitby drove in
two runs with a double and Inge knocked
in two more runners with a single.

VCU starter Bryan Farkas improved
his record to 2-0 allowingjust one run and
three hits in three innings of work.

After Radford rallyied to get within
three, Brad Simpson closed it for the
Rams throwing three scoreless innings
and Inge added a three-run homer in the

ninth.
- TheRamsahve thenextthreedaysoff,
their longest break until early May, be-
fore traveling to Harrisonburg this week-
‘end for a pair of games with James Madi-

 son. They return next week for a five-

Rams roll over Highlanders

H R ER BB SO
Farkas, 2-0 C oo Tl BT
Berryman 3 6 4 4 2
Simpson, Si 3 2 0 0% 13
Radford IP H R ER BB.SO
Zimmerman, I-1 Ly 8 8o W
‘Hankey . 52 4 0 0.0 13
Cooke t 2.0 0 0 2
Anderson 1.3 30 it )

‘WP —Farkas.

game homestand highlited by a three-game|
weekend set against cross-town rival Rich-|
mond.

— compiled from news sources

VCU |1, RapForp 5

{At Dedmond Center Park)

VCU (19-15) Raororo (17-19)
abr hbi abr hbi
Mokhr, 3b 4 | 00 Eims,3b 3110
Martin, cf 5 2 2 0 Lombardi,ss 5231
Asheraft, If S 2 4 | Dampeer, 2b 401 0
Inge, s 5335 Car,Ib 2110
‘Whitby, ¢ 5 | 2 4 Thomas,phv/ib 2011
Champagne, r 4 01 0 Collins,c 4011
Searcy, rf 0 0 0 0 Gordon, ch 3 00 0
Anthony, ib 5000 R rf 2110
LUnhardt, dh 4 1 2 | Nowakm, phirf 1010
Sipe, priph 0 00 0 Parter, cf 4021
Tomes, 2b 3 1 2 0 Mcfadden, If |1 000
Farkas, p 0 0 0 0 Whitting phiif 3 000
Berryman, p 0 000 Zimmerman,p 0 00 0
Simpson, p 0 000 Hankeyp 0 00 0
0000
0 00 0
345124
— 11 16 0}

cU
8. 2B—Ashcratft, Whitby, Collins, Patter, Reed 3B —Lombard
HR—Ashcraft (6), Inge (3), Whitby (4), Linhardt (3)SB— Ings
P

HBP —by Zimmerman {Mohr), by Farkas (Gordon), by Farkps

(Carr).

Iinside

H Find out who is the CT Athlete

of the Week.

IES

The injury bug is starting to take a big
bite out of the Lady Rams tennis team’s

iy T WOMEN'S
TENNIS

lost an-
other
player
during
the 7-2
loss to conference foe Old Dominion Tues-
day afternoon at the Thalhimer Tennis
Center.

Freshman Greta Perovic retired from
her match early in the first set with back
spasms. She is expected to return to the
lineup for Thursday’s match against No. 4
William and Mary.

“It’s really frustrating. I was fine this
morning and I was looking forward to
playing today, but my back acted up when
I started serving and I couldn’t continue,”
Perovic said.

The team continued its struggles man-
aging only one singles victory while drop-
ping their record to 0-14 on the year.Sofia
Hiort continued her outstanding season
with a 6-2, 6-0 demolition of ODU’s top
seed, Michelle Tyson.

The winimproved Hiort’s singles record
to 10-2 on the year. Hiort has accounted for
over 60 percent of the teams’ victories this
year, including doubles.

Helena Karlsson and Siri Thayaprasat
both dropped tough matches to their Mon-
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VCU remains winless
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arch opponents. Karlsson lost 6-7 (6-8), 3-
6 while Thayaprasat, using a strong back-
hand, lost 3-6, 5-7.

“The best thing that came out of the
match today was the play of Thayaprasat.
She picked her game up a notch today, and
that is good to see entering the conference
tournament,” said coach Eva Bard.

Thayaprasat drops to 0-14 on the sea-
son, and the Lady Rams’ bottom four seeds
have gone winless in 48 tries.

The only other victory came from the
doubles tandem of Hiort and Karlsson.
Theyheld on for a 8-7 (7-1) victory over the
ODU team of Lucianna Araujo and Holly
Rivers.

Hiort and Karlsson built a 6-3 lead and
then watched as ODU rallied for a 7-6
advantage before winning convincingly in
the tie breaker.

Hiort and Karlsson improved their
doubles record to 7-6, the only winning
record on the team.

The loss of Perovic early in the day
forced VCU to concede her singles match
as well as the doubles match.

“In the past month we have all gained a
great deal of confidence, and therefore our
play has alsoimproved. The teams that we
have played have been just too tough,”
Perovic said.

The Lady Rams close the regularseason
against W&M Thursday afternoon at the
Thalhimer Tennis Center. They will then
likely compete in the play-in game of the
Colonial Athletic Association Champion-
ship on April 19 in Norfolk.

Senior lets bat do talking
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In today’s commercialized sports world,
heroes have become giants off the field as
well as on.

Onereason athleteshavebecomelarger
than life is simply because they are now
bigger than anyone else.

But baseball is a unique sport in that it
doesn’t reward anyone for size. In football
and basketball the prerequisites for suc-
cess seem to be that one must be a giant or
big as a mountain. Those shorter than 6
feet talland weighingless than 175 pounds
need not apply.

Butbaseballis asport forthe man ofany
size. It rewards those who can persevere
through struggles at the plate — where
failing 70 percent of the time is a feat to be
proud of —more thanitdoes thosewhocan
touch a basketball net without jumping.

Standingat 5 feet 9inches, Jay Ashcraft
could easily be mistaken for your average
Joe found at the Lombardy Market or
somewhere else in the Fan. But don't let
his average height and quiet demeanor
fool you.

Hemaynotbeabletodunkabasketball,
but heis VCU’s leader on the diamond and
on the statistic sheet.

After two years with averages just un-
der the .300 mark, Ashcraft has exploded
as one of the Rams main offensive threats,
carrying a .350 average last year and hit-
ting .369 this season.

The native of Lexington, Ky., attributes
his rise up the statistical ladder to two
things — “getting bigger and getting
smarter.” The size has come via the weight
room and the intelligence at the plate from
experience.

The biggest improvement is his newly
discovered plate savvy, said VCU coach
Paul Keyes.

“Jay has worked hard to become a real
good player,” Keyes said. “He’s really im-
proved his mental
aspects.”

However, one of
the toughest roles
he has had to learn
toplaythisyearhas
little to do with
workouttimeorbat-
tingpractice. Asone
of the few seniors
whoreceives consis-
tent playing time, §
Ashcraftnowhasto &
play the role of Ashcraft
leader.

He said he’s tried to be vocal and talk-
ative to his younger teammates, but the
best way he’s found to lead the team is by
sticking to what has put him in the leader-
ship role — his bat.

“You can do all the yelling you want,” he
said, “but it won’t do you any good if you
aren’t getting the hits.”

ASHCRAFT continued to page 16 >
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