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VCU takes shots

from flu season
Outbreak hit at end
of fall semester

Kristin Lambo

Specialists soon will begin researching what next
year’s flu season will bring to VCU, but for now students
can rest easier knowing the flu epidemic is behind them.

The assistant medical director of University Student
Health Services, Dr. David Nelson, called this year’s flu
season atypical for VCU.

“Itwas unusual tohaveasignificantfluepidemicin the
first semester,” Nelson said. “It was hard for students who
were trying to take exams and write papers.”

Typically, he said, cases start showing up early in
January and increase after winter break. This year
students began showing symptoms of the type-A influ-
enza virus the week after Thanksgiving, a month earlier
than previous seasons. By the end of the winter break, he
said, a few other students developed symptoms.

John Herrington, an art education major at VCU, said
his unexpected case of the flu kept him home from school
for three days in early December.

“I got really sick before exams,” he said. “I couldn’t
think about getting out of bed to take them.”Herrington
said he experienced difficulty sleepingin addition to chills
and a fever.

Renee Milton, program support technician for the
state health department, said a major peak in flu cases
occurred all across Virginia in mid- to late-December. In
early January, she said, type-A cases declined with a
gradualincreasein type-B cases, theless severe of the two
types.

Dr. Betty Anne Johnson, health services director,
recommends that most people receive a flu vaccine every
fall. “Young people tend not to be severely affected, but all
people with high contact to the flu should get the
vaccine,’she said, adding that her entire stafflined up for
the shot early last semester.

Nelson recommended that people with asthma, diabe-
tesand other chronic respiratory and metabolic problems
receive the vaccine, although some side effects may occur.
These include fever, bodyaches and weakness.

Flu diagnosis, he said, is based on the symptoms since
no specific test exists for the illness. These symptoms
include fever, chills, bodyaches and sore throat that
usually last about three days. Johnson said she generally
recommends flu patients drink fluids and take Tylenol
(acetaminophen) to suppress the fever.
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MUSIC MAKERS — Conductor Terry Austin, associate professor of music, takes a bow
after the Unversity Band gave its spring concert Wednesday night. Offered every se-
mester, the band class is open to all students by audition.

Rob Byrne/Commonwealith Times

National model seen as standard

Michelle Combs
CT StarrF WRITER

When the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education reaccredited VCU’s School of Education a year
ago, it identified the Metropolitan Educational Research
Consortium, called MERC, as a national model.

Alan McLeod, professor and head of the Division for
Teacher Education, said this consortium is special be-
cause it combines resources and efforts of school divisions
and the university in researching important issues.

John Oehler, dean of VCU’s School of Education, ex-
plained the program, which provides a partnership with
six area school districts.

“The consortium studies educational problems mutu-
ally identified by the schools and the university,” he said.

“We take those studies and publish short reports and
sometimes hold seminars for the school districts.”

For instance, MERC studied the impact of block sched-
uling and the resilience of at-risk students.

The council’s board of examiners looks for certain
standards while evalu-
ating a_school. Ex-
amples, Oehler said, in-
clude how courses de-
liver both curricula and
clinical experience, learning how to use current technol-
ogy in classroom settings and asking specific questions
relating to the qualifications and effectiveness of the
faculty.
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GRTC helps to protect environment with electric buses

Terry Scanion
CT Sports EpITor

Electronic vehicles are re-emerging on
technology’s cutting edge, and the City of
Richmond is getting on the environmen-
tally-sound bandwagon.

Currently the Greater Richmond Tran-
sit Company is getting ready to employ
three electronic buses that are prototypes
developed by Virginia Power.

Not only are the buses an opportunity
for the community to gain a leg up on
environmental standards nationwide, but
the plan is also getting the state’s largest
utility in on the ground floor of a poten-
tially revolutionary product.

EVsarenotnew. They havebeenaround
as long as the combustion engine vehicles,
but automakers such as Henry Ford de-
cided in the infant days of the industry to
pursue the combustion engine course. Some
EVs were produced during the energy cri-
sis of the 1970s, but difficulties arose from
recharging vehicles.

“Charging technology was going down
the wrong road and if it came in large
numbers it would create large problems,”
said Virginia Power’s electronic vehicle
specialist Arlie Hahn.

The misguided technologies along with
new federal regulations as well as poten-
tial business prompted Virginia Power to
get involved, Hahn said.

“We are required to go to clean-fuel
vehicles so we needed to prepare for that
and we feel like we’re in a leadership posi-
tion,” he said. “If we are an early leader in
the technology wewill attractalot of manu-
facturers.

“We can be a good corporate citizen. It’s
good for the environment and it also helps
reduce the country’s dependence on for-
eign oil.”

The biggest change in EVs from two
decades ago is the method of charging.
Thereisno potentially dangerous metal on
metal charging.

Instead, a flat paddle-shaped plug is
inserted in a port on the right rear side of
the bus where a gas would be pumped into

a diesel bus. The plug, which transfers the
electrons magnetically, can be handled
without fear of electrocution, Virginia
Power officials said. To help dispel myths
of the potential hazards of re-charging an
EV, Virginia Power has put on demonstra-
tions at trade shows of a pregnant woman
and children plugging in the car while it's
raining.

While Hahn’s convinced they’ll be a
viable form of transportation in the years
to come, Hahn cautions that his compa-
nies’ fleet of 44 vehicles is still working out
the kinks.

“The technology for transit is in the

ELECTRIC comtinued to page 3>
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-~ Weird

NEWS

#Virgin art angers Catholics

A quilt created by a student at Pennsyl-
vania State Universitylastmonth enraged
a state lawmaker and Roman Catholics
who said it mocked Christianity.

A senior displayed a quilt that features
25 pairs of underwear with red crosses
sewn in the crotches. She named the ex-
hibit “25 Years of Virginity: A Self Por-
trait.” She told the Associated Press that
the exhibit celebrated her Catholicism.

Last fall, the same student sparked
controversy with another work, a 5-foot-
tall sculpture of the Virgin Mary being
born, but removed it amid protest. Penn
State’s president has stood by the quilt
exhibit.

*Where’s the beef?

Rather than allow gay high school stu-
dents forma club, the Salt Lake City School
Board voted to ban all non-academic orga-
nizations in the city’s three area high
schools.

The move affects approximately 30 ser-
vice, ethnic and sports clubs.

“Everyone suffers because of the gays,”
complained one 16-year-old student and
member of East High’s Beef Club, which
the Associated Press reported met “to eat
steaks and burgers and attend a ‘monster
truck’ rally.

eSetting it straight
In London, subway officials announced
that they have devised a plan for ending

Sometimes truth is stranger than _ﬁctwn

confusion among ticket collectors. The
transit system will issue passengers un-
dergoing asexchange twoidentity cards—
one for the original gender and one for the
new gender.

*Smooth moves
A man in Nashua, N.H., was charged
with dispensing a narcotic. Bailiffs caught
the gentleman handing a packet of heroin
toawomanssitting at the defendant’s table
in a courtroom awaiting arraignment on
another drug charge.

*Nice try
The U.S. Supreme Court in January
rejected the appeal of a man convicted of
possession of illegal drugs. The man
claimed he did not receive a fair trial be-
cause there were no obese people serving
as jurors.

eWeathermen beware

An Israeliwoman sued a popular televi-
sion weatherman for $1,000 after he pre-
dicted a sunny day, but the day turned out
to be stormy. The woman claimed that
because of the weatherman’s forecast, she
left home lightly dressed, was caught in
the rain, caught the flu, missed four days’
work and spent $38 on medication.

*Schizophrenia strikes again
A Virginia man serving a 23-year sen-
tence at a Chesapeake correctional center
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admitted it was his own fault that he °

became so intoxicated and committed
breaking and entering and grand larceny,
and filed suit against himselffor $5 million
for violating his own religious beliefs over
drinking. The judge said while the man
had presented an innovative approach to
civil rights litigation, his claim was ludi-
crous.

*Some never learn

Two teenage boys in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., after a hearing before a judge for
stealing a car, which according to police
was the 25th car theft committed by the
boys in two years, walked out of the court-
house, realized they had no bus fare home,
and promptly swiped No. 26, which they
crashed into a fence 45 minutes later.

*Free the hypocrites

Two weeks after an embittered Mon-
tana Freemen had asignnailed tohisfence
that began, “Freemen are NOT a part to
the de facto corporate prostitute aka the
United States,” a newspaper reported that
the man and his ranch partners received
$676,082 in federal assistance over the
past 10 years.

*Big boys and their toys
A bicyclist who confronted three well-
dressed men walking to their hotel in Alex-
andria pointed what looked like a 9-mm -
automatichandgunatthem and demanded

money. The three men turned out to be off-
duty federal agents, who drew their own
weapons and fired more than 20 shots,
hitting the would-be robber, as well as
threecars, a truck, twohomes and an office
building. The injured suspect’s weapon
turned out to be a pellet gun.

*When a nicotine craving gets ugly
A New Jersey state trooper stopped a
car for speeding and was asking the three
occupants routine questions when one of
them, a 30-year-old woman, asked if she
could have a cigarette from a pack in the
car’s glove compartment. While handing
the pack to the woman, the officer noticed
it contained a marijuanajoint. Authorities
reported thatasearch ofthevehicle turned
up $32,000 in suspected drug-buy money,
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

e At least it wasn’t the Macarena

Dr. Hector Corona, an American scien-
tist, reported that dolphins sing along to
the radio. Corona claimed that when he
slowed down the dolphin’s recordings to
one-quarterspeed, hediscovered they were
actually singing popular hits, like those of
Mariah Carey and Bryan Adams, which he
claims the dolphins heard by picking up
sound waves from radios on boats and
beaches.

— compiled from news sources
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Chieu Nguyen/Commonweaith Times
THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST —Students line up to be recognized Wednesday night at
the College of Humanities and Sciences’ annual awards ceremony. Eighteen daprtment
awarded their most outstanding students for their achievements.

VCU honors
outstanding
students and faculty

It was the best night of the year, said Susan E.
Kennedy, interim dean of the College of Humanities and
Sciences, as the college recognized the achievement of
more than 160 students and faculty for their hard work,
promise of a bright future.

Those students in the top one percent of their class
were recognized along with outstanding students in
eighteen departments as well as those who received
scholarships in from a variety of different organizations.

*DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD
Robert Talbert

associate professor of history and philosophy
and religious studies

*DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
Tom De Haven
professor of English

*DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
John McGrath
professor of sociology

*DISTINGUISHED ADJUNCT FACULTY MEMBER
Jack Spiro
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies

*OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD
Gregory Wingfield

B.S. Urban Studies 1974

M.S. Urban and Regional Planning 1976

ELECTRIC

continued from page 1

early years,” he said. “They’re not perfected yet.

“The one area that still needs to improve and isimprov-
ing is the battery technology.”

Charles Mitchell, GRTC’s director of maintenance,
said the city is still running tests on its small fleet of
electric buses to determine how far they’ll run. Virginia
Power has said that on a fully charged battery the buses
will run for 50 to 70 miles. Mitchell pointed out that that’s
underideal circumstances. Driver abuse and cold weather
are just two factors that can play into weakening the
battery.

“We're not sure how far they’ll go,” he said.

While each of the major automobile makers are plan-
ningtomarketelectric carsin the comingyears(and Hahn
said the Washington, D.C., area may be one ofthe first test
markets) promoters of the new industry are attempting to
dispel myths. One such myth, Hahn said, is that EVs can’t
climb hills. Mitchell said the electric city buses will scoot
up a hill just as well as a diesel bus when it is running on
afull battery. But after the battery wears down it becomes
noticeable.

“If you wait too long (before recharging) you might not
make it up the hill,” he said.

The problem there, Mitchell said is that a drained

battery takes up to eight hours to recharge. Most of this
would be done during non-peak hours at night so Virginia
Power would be able to handle the excess demand.

Also. the city is training its operators how to drive the
new buses. Mitchell said there’s a definite difference from
normal diesel buses, especially acceleration. Picking up
speed too quickly drains energy from the battery and the
bus warns the driver, he said.

“They have a little alarm that tell you when you're
acceleratmg toofast,” Mitchell said, “and it’s really annoy-
ing

The advantages to the electric-powered vehicles is the
environmental impact — or lack of it.

“Youonlyneed toride onabicyclebehind an electricbus
and then behind a diesel bus to figure out which is better
for the environment,” said Sierra Club lobbyist Albert C.
Pollard Jr.

Mitchell acknowledged that the electric buses are not
economical for the city at this point, but they could be and
a long term investment and they are kind to the air
quality.

“We knew it’s not as economical right now as a diesel
bus,” he said, “but when you look at the environment —
and that’s what people are looking at — it’s a lot cleaner

for the environment.”

In addition the vehicles are much simpler. There’s no
oil needed to be changed, there’s no tailpipe and exhaust
system and there are much fewer hoses and pumps under
the hood

Another problem encountered by designers of EVs,
Hahn said, is the lack of noise. Without the rev of the
engine other noises, such as tires on the pavement, are
more noticeable to the driver and passengers. Also when
the vehicle is moving slowly, such as in parking lots, it can
sneak of on pedestrians that are used to hearing cars
coming. Hahn said noise makers, such as though used by
trucks when driving in reverse, may need to be installed
on EVs.

Mitchell said the city will probably use the buses
mainly forits expressroutes—Glenside, Parham, Gaskins
and Stony Point — because they are short.

The buses will only need to drive from the maintenance
lot to the satellite lots, into downtown and back to the bus
yard. Heemphasized thatthey willnot try tooverwork the
vehicles.

“There would be nothing worse than to put that vehicle
ona70-mileroute and haveit quitafter 60 miles,” Mitchell
said.

MODEL

continued from page 1
McLeod said the school’sreaccreditation

Life on Jupiter, too?
: THEASSOC!ATEDPRESS

means its graduates are more marketable
across the country.

“All states recognize the importance of
an NCATE-accredited school,” he said.

Senior education student Kathryn
Curran said although the reaccreditation
is positive, as a substitute teacher in many
areaschools, she is disappointed in some of

theeducational theory classesshehastaken_

at VCU.

“Alot ofthe theory cannot be used in the
classroom. It may apply to one or two
students,” shesaid. “Iwant tobeable touse
what I learn.”

“Use more case studies,” Curran recom-
mended, saying studying unusual pro-
grams that worked for other schools will
better prepare students for classroom teach-

g.
Although there is always room for im-
provement, McLeod called VCU’s School of
Education exceptional.
Other strengths McLeod sees in the

school include nationally recognized fac-
ulty and ties to the Rehabilitation Re-
search and Training Center, which focuses
on employment for the mentally impaired.

One weakness NCATE’s board of exam-
iners identified came with the suggestion
that the school employ more minority fac-
ulty.
Although minority groups are repre-
sented on the faculty, McLeod explained
that 95 percentoftheteachersinthe United
States are Caucasian. In contrast, he said
theU.S. student population israpidly shift-
ing toward less than 50 percent Cauca-
sian.

“The lack of minority faculty,” McLeod
said, “has an impact on students in the
sense that they need to be exposed to
teacherswhohavedifferent teachingstyles
as well as different cultures.”

To remedy this problem, he advises
using more minority professionals as ad-
Jjunct teachers and managers of clinicals.

“Many of the openings we have are

entry-level and many of the minorities in
the field are senior (faculty),” he said.

Even hiring retired teachers with ex-
tensive experience in public schools is a
possibility, McLeod said.

In addition, Oehler said the examiners
requested information on the recruiting
process to ensure the broad recruitment of
men and women.

“Minority students are a concern be-
cause there are so few going into teaching
in the past 15 years,” the dean said.

Reaccreditation means the school con-
tinues to meet the standards of the na-
tional accreditingbody. Ofthe almost 2,000
teacher preparatory programs in the na-
tion, Oehler estimated that 700 are nation-
ally accredited.

Although the School of Education can
choose not to be reaccredited, Oehler said,
it provides an opportunity to review pro-
grams against national standards.

“It is a quality assurance mechanism
that the public can work toward,” he said.

havenoevidence dn'ectlybeanngonhfe.
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Crime Short

4/3

Petit Larceny

A female patient reported that be-
tween 10:30 a.m. and 12:50 p.m. on 4/1
unknown person(s) removed U.S. cur-
rency from its unsecured location on the
6th floor of MCV’s Main Hospital.

Total Value: $100.00

Grand Larceny
A male patient reported that at 1 p.m.
on 4/2 unknown person(s) removed per-
sonal property from the 3rd floor of MCV’s
North Hospital.
Total Value: $350.00

4/5
Damage to State Property
A male employee reported that be-
tween 4 p.m. on 4/3 and 8:35 a.m. on 4/4
unknown person(s) damaged state prop-
erty in Johnson Hall.

4/6
Petit Larceny \
A male patient reported that between
9:30 am. and 10 a.m. on 4/5 unknown
person(s)removed personal property from
its unsecured location in MCV’s Main

Hospital. .
Total Value: $15.00
4/8 ]
Grand Larceny :

A female employee reported that be-
tween 4/3 and 4/7 at an unspecified time

For emergencies, call
VCU police at 8281234 or
use the ERTS phones.

unknown person(s) removed U.S. cur-
rency from its secured location in the
MCYV Sports Medicine Center.

Total Value: $400.00

Petit Larceny
A female student reported that on 4/7
between 12:56 a.m. and 1:04 a.m. un-
known person(s) entered her residence
and removed personal property from its
unsecured location on the 1st floor of
Gladding Residence Center.
Total Value: $100.00

4/9
Credit Card Fraud
A female student reported that on 4/2
at 9:41 p.m., 4/3 at 5:57 p.m., 4/5 at 5:45
p.m. and 4/7 at an unknown time, a pos-
sible known party used her credit card
without her permission.
Total Value: $45.00

4/10
Grand Larceny
A female employee reported that on 4/
9 between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. un-
known person(s) removed state property
from its unsecured location in MCV’s
A.D. Williams Clinic.
Total Value: $500.00

Threats
A female student reported that be-
tween 12:17 a.m. on 3/21 and 11:21 p.m.
on4/7anunknownsubjectsentherthreat-
ening messages via electronic mail.
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Disagreement need not
necessitate bad manners —
except on House floor

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON —Inthe House, mem-
bers routinely refer to each other — and
themselves — as gentlemen. Sometimes
they’re just kidding.

o senior members — fiery Demo-
craticliberal David Obey of Wisconsin and
feisty Republican conservative Tom DeLay
of Texas—squared offon the floor Wednes-
day. DeLay uttered a vulgarity and shoved
Obey before the two were separated by a
DeLay aide.

Thedust-upcameamonthafteramuch-
publicized weekend retreat in Hershey,
Pa., designed to increase the civility level
inthe House following twoyears of sharply
partisan battling.

DeLay, the No. 3 GOP leader in the
House, was irked when Democratic Rep.
GeorgeMiller of California referred tonews
articles alleging lobbyists had written bills
in DeLay’s Capitol office. He sought to
have Miller’s comments expunged from
the record, but was overruled.

“This gentleman denies it categorically
that it ever happened,” DeLay said after-
ward. “They are trying to smear another
member of this House.”

Watching the squabble on television in
his office, Obey, former chairman of the
Appropriations Committee, grabbed a 2-
year-old newspaper article that referred to
lobbyists shapinga regulatory moratorium
bill in DeLay’s office in January 1995.

Obey rushed to the House floor, con-

fronted DeLay, and the two argued in an
aisle,away from microphones. DeLay could
be heard shouting a vulgar expression and
shoved Obey with both hands before the
aide intervened.

DeLay’s press secretary, Tony Rudy, -
said two witnesses told him Obey initiated
the confrontatiop when he ran across the
House floor, repeatedly poked his finger at
DeLay and addressed him using an ob-
scenity.

“It’s an outrageous example of how this
town should not work, but often does,”
Obey told reporterslater. Buthewasspeak-
ing not of the shouting and shoving but of
the access and influence of lobbyists and
political contributors. Obey said both par-
ties have let lobbyists write bills.

DeLay’s spokesman,John Feehery, said
DeLay acknowledges thatlobbyists offered
suggestions for the regulatory reform bill,
but takes issue with assertions that they
“drafted” the legislation in his office.

Besides, he contended, Democrats are
raising the issue to divert attention from
an investigation of President Clinton’s
fund-raising practices.

The incident was just the latest nasti-
ness in a legislative session marked by
acrimony and partisanship. About 220
members from both parties went to the
retreat in Hershey last month to get to
know each other better.

Obey said he was at home in his district
at the time of the retreat. DeLay attended
the session and enjoyed it, Feehery said.

Graeber/Harris Communications &
Productions, Inc. is a producer of quality
video programs for the educational
community. We are currently looking for
students who are about to complete their
freshmen year, and would like to be
interviewed on-camera about their
“freshman experience” (i.e. the transition
form high school senior to college

The interviews will be conducted the
week of April 21st and require 15
minutes of your time. If you are
interested and/or would like more
information please call Beverly Harris at
the production office at 751-7903.

freshman).
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Charles Gnilka

Affirmative Action:

The most bitter struggles of human
history have notbeen over territory, money
or mere survival, but over the meaning of
ideas.

An idea is something that can not be
touched or seen, yet it is differing concepts
of an idea that causes consternation and
distress. One of these battlegrounds for
ideas is the one over affirmative action.

Affirmative action and the strife that
surrounds it centers on an idea that is
central to the American psyche: fairness.
The idea of what is fair, when it comes to
hiring for a job, getting into a college and
other competitive aspects of our society is
atouchyissue. Thedebate over whatis fair

OPINION
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land.

The opposite argument is that the coun-
try has turned the corner on racial dis-
crimination.

That after realizing the pain caused by
a society that practiced legalized racism,
the law finally has addressed the issue.
The law now prohibits the abuses of the
past and recognizes that all people are
equal.

To use a system that gives any sort of
special preference toanyoneis goingagainst
the progress we have made. Affirmative
action is reverse discrimination that goes
against the free and open nature of our
society, a step backward instead of a step

is similar to forward.

what is Affinmative action and the strife that sur- sdigich
beautiful, it - : % sideofthe
is often in rounds it centers on an idea that is centralto issue
the eye of i - fai brings its
i prling the American psyche: fairness. e
holder. facts and

Where one person sees a fair and just
society that needsnoregulation, othersare
not so certain.

The latest skirmish over affirmative
action was in California. Proposition 209
was passed lastyear by Californiavoters to
end affirmative action programs in that
state.

Thelaw states that affirmative actionis
aformofracial discrimination. Afteritwas
passed, it was challenged in courtby groups
like the American Civil Liberties Union,
claming that the new law was unconstitu-
tional.

This court decision is by no means the
end of the debate. If other states decide to
pass their own Prop 209 laws, this battle
could be replicated on a nationwide basis.

Defined in its most elementary terms,
the affirmative action dispute centers
around the idea of freedom of opportunity.
Those who support it say that affirmative
action allows opportunities for minorities
to set up businesses and get into distin-
guished colleges. Thisisnotahandout, but
a way of making amends for the years
when discrimination was the law of the

rationalizations for it viewpoints. Right
now the battleis concerningthelaw. Isthe
idea of affirmative action a legal one? Isit
actually opening doors for people whoneed
them, or is it just a way of using numbers
and statistics to say our soc1ety is really
fair?

But numbers and philosophical discus-
sion rarely provoke the explosive response
that affirmative action has. This debate is
merely the gateway to a more disturbing
and important debate: is our society truly
fair and colorblind?

The opponents of affirmative action say
the time of legalized bigotry has passed.
We no longer have segregation and the
notion itself, which was the law of land up
until the 1960s, has been thoroughly dis-
credited.

True, we still have bigots among us,
suchasthe Aryan Nation and theskinhead
movement, but those are the fringes of our
culture who are not recognized as having
any legitimacy.

For the most part, we have buried the
chimera of racism, not just in how we
socialize, but in how businesses hire and

promote. Tokeepaffirmativeactionaround
is to keep an antiquated system that di-
vides rather than unites people.

This concept seem comforting. It would
be nice to think that we have come so farin
littleover 30 years. Thatasociety thatence
embraced the idea of racial separation
could transform itselfinto a model of racial
harmony. This is the America we would
like to live in.

But this viewpoint cannot be accepted
by many because they see our country
otherwise.

To some, racism may no longer visible
in the open, but it is still a presence in our
culture.

There are no longer laws or signs in
publicplaces thatvisibly and legally segre-
gate the races, but the mentality that cre-
ated that system is still alive and well. It
is more like a termite infestation now,
hiding under the paint and bricks, but just
as destructive.

Therecent court casesinvolving Texaco
and Circuit

The Debate Continues to Rage

affirmative action will likely rage for some
time.

But the real battlefield is not going to be
in a courtroom or in the hallowed halls of
our government. Ground zero on this issue
is going to be our entire country. We still
have to come to grips with the residue from
so many years of alienation and resent-
ment.

Those who oppose affirmative action
cannot just simply state their plan for
bringing it down and leave it af that. Itis
difficult to believe that we created a totally
loving and color blind society.

Noteveryracist wears a swastika tattoo
or a white sheet. If affirmative action is
ended, then how are they going to-address
the clear inequities that still exist in our
society?

In some ways the affirmative action
debate is moot. The law can force people to
fulfill a legal obligation, but not a moral
one.

No law can stop people from viewing
their fellow
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lawsthat protect from discrimination, there
is “stealth racism” happening inside the
business world.

Discrimination is illegal and damages
a company’s reputation, so if it conducted
by management or other authorities it has
to be discrete and deniable.

The fact of the matteris that years after
the civil rights movement, though there
has been notable progress, the top of the
corporate ladder remains largely in con-
trol of white males.

Though racial makeup of society con-
tinues diversify, it is not reflected in who
has economic power.

The legal and legislative battle over

are the ones who have to decide what kind
of society they will live in.

If they decide to let the bigotry of the
past continue to flourish in the present,
then they are making a statement of who
they are.

Future generations will judge them by
that.

As the debate on affirmative action con-
tinues, we should examine where it origi-
nates.

This goes beyond jobs and college ad-
mission.

It is not just about who gets hired for a
job in our society, but what kind of society
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