WEATHER

FRIDAY — Sunshine and more
sunshine. Lows in the 50s and
M highs in the 80s.

INSIDE

B It’s time for The Picks.
Turn to page 15 to find
out which football teams
the “experts” think will
fare well this season.

Commonwealth

SATURDAY — Partly cloudy
with light wind. Lows in the 50s

“1 and highs in the 80s.

Mary Franke/Commonwealth Times

STEP RIGHT UP — Signs such as this, located on the
south side of the Cominons, were among student’s
concerns voiced at the SGA public forum.

TIMES

The Student Press of Virginia Commonwealth Universily

Marian Klatt
CT StarF WRITER

After a week of mixed reac-
tions, VCU students expressed
theirviewsabout the McDonald’s
located in the Student Commons
in a public forum.

Deborah L. Brown, the Rich-
mond real estate representative
for McDonald’s, and Charlie
Bryson, director of business ser-
vices for VCU, attended the meet-
ing to respond to student con-
cerns. Both participated in last
semester’s negotiations to bring
McDonald’s to campus.

The SGA surveyed students
outside the Commons last week
for opinions about the new res-
taurant. The SGA Publicity Com-
mittee organized the meeting
after receiving “a whole lot of
responses,” said Susa1 Samuel,
who chairs the committee.

Many of the responses ne-
glected food as an issue.

“It’s not about, the food,”
Samuel said. “It’s about
McDonald’s themselves. It's
about everything. We’re on a fact
finding mission. . . to better rep-
resent the student body.”

The meeting covered signage
disputes, food variety and veg-
etarian options since those is-
sues recurred in survey re-
sponses.

The first student to speak
about his concerns said, “Last
yearwehadpizza,a Burger King,
a Taco Bell. We had more things
to choose from.”

Bryson responded to the con-
cern with a briefing on the pro-
cess of choosing a food service
provider. Virginia law requires
food services to file requests for
proposals. The only three compa-
nies who responded were
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Aramark (the company that ran
lastyear’sservices), Marriott and
McDonald’s.

Taco Bell, however, was not
part of any of the proposals.

Last year, Bryson said, Taco
Bell was “one of the weaker per-
formers.” The restaurant’s rev-
enues steadily declined during
its last few years on campus.

The McDonald’s proposal was
unanimously approved by the
food service selection committee.
Partoftheattraction, Brysonsaid
answeringthestudent’s question,
was the inclusion of Ukrop’s.

“Aramark basically had the
same thing every day,” he said.
“Ukrop’s literally has hundreds
of products.”

Even though Ukrop’s Fresh
Express won’t open until later
this month, the McDonald’s loca-

FORUM comtinued to page 3>

VCU traditional mixer renamed,
welcomes new black students

After 7 years as
Black Freshmen
and Transfer Week,
the welcoming has
been renamed
Agapae.

Myra Anderson
CT StAFF WRITER

Formerly known as Black
Freshmen and Transfer Week,
Agapae Week brought new mean-
ing to an old VCU tradition.

Victor Collins, director of the
Office of Minority Affairs, ex-
plained that the term agape can
mean “unselfish, platonic love of
one person to another,” or “the
brotherly or spiritual love of one
Christian to another.”

Using the plural form, agapae,
Collins said the prior meaning
defines the essence of the seven-
year-old tradition.

The Black Awakening Choir,
Rejoice of Jesus Ministries and
the Broken Inspirational dance
troupe were among the black stu-
dent organizations attending a
social mixer earlier this veek.

The standing room only event
opened this week’s festivities.

Transferstudent Latoya Frye,
who attended several functions,
said the series helped her see
what campus resources were of-
fered.

“It was good to see the leaders
of the black organizations talk
about their organizations’ mis-
sions, goalsand

night in the Commons.

Ann Creighton-Zollar, associ-
ate professor of sociology and Af-
rican-American studies, said such
events allow students tomeet fac-
ulty and staff members on an in-
formal basis.

Furthermore, Riggins said the
faculty members made her feel so
welcome that she plans to attend
nextyear’srecep-

achievements,”

Frye said.
Roxanne

Riggins, also a

“This was very
beneficial to me as a

tion as well.
“(The faculty)

made you really

feel that you're

transfer stu-  pew student. [ have a ~ notalonehere,as
dent, agreed . if it were coming
sayingthatshe  better understanding g their hearts
iSf more aware  of what’s available to and not their
of campus ac- inds,” she said.
tl‘”mesp me at VCU.” minds, she sal
“This was Roxanne Riggins Thereception,
very beneficial transfer student added Stephanie

to me as a new

Miller from the

student,”
Riggins said.

“I have a better understand-
ing of what’s available to me at
VCU.”

The purpose of the week’s
events, Collins added, is to in-
creasestudent awareness sothey
canbecomebetter consumers and
more effective students.

Forinstance, facultymembers
and administrators welcomed the
new students at a reception last

Office of Aca-
demic Support, allows students
to meet supportive black faculty
members.

“It gives them a sense of con-
nection and ultimately a better
chance of succeeding at this uni-
versity,” Miller said.

Agapae week will come to a
close with jazz msic performed
by The Rados in the Commons
Plaza today at 7 p.m. -

JUGGLING ACT — Trey Gomes, right, and Tony
Sager of VCU'’s jugging club “Drop Zone” practice

competition.

Mary Franke/Commonwealth Times

Thursday in front of Cabell Library for an upcomifl
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Around the state . . .

*Colin Powell to speak at
southern governors’ meeting

Gov. George Allen announced
Wednesday that Gen. Colin L. Powell
will highlight the Southern Governors’
Association meeting in Hot Springs,
which will be held Sept. 6-9.

Allen, the chairman of the associa-
tion, released the agenda for the 63rd
annual meeting, which will also in-
clude Sen. John Warner and Master of
Ceremonies Willard Scott.

“At this meeting we wil! recognize
and celebrate the emergence of the
South as the nation’s pacesetter in
showing that common-sense, creative
ideas are moving our states and the
nation forward,” Allen said in a press
release.

*Donor relieves Liberty’s $27
million debt

Threatened with foreclosure last
year, Liberty University has found an
anonymous donor to bail it out of the
$27 million debt it owes 1,600 bond-
holders.

The university, founded by the Rev.
Jerry Falwell, had faced a decade of
financial problems that nearly closed
the school in the early 1990s.

The deal was announced at this
year’s first convocation service on
Wednesday.

sVirginia Lottery refutes GOP
attack

Gov. George Allen and the House
Republican leader say the lottery ad-
vertisements in newspapers are mis-
leading. The Virginia Lottery Depart-
ment says the ads are right on the
money.

House Minority Leader S. Vance
Wilkins Jr., R-Amherst, and Allen’s

chief spokesman both said the ads
incorrectly gave the notion that pub-
lic schools are supported by lottery
profits.

Lottery officials insist that the ads
are truthful.

Lottery profits go into the state’s
general fund with billions of dollars
from other sources of revenue. This
fund supports many different public
services, including public school,
though there is no increase in spend-
ing for education because of the lot-
tery.

eHenrico jail probe receives
special prosecutor

A state police investigation of al-
leged inmate abuse at the Henricojail
prompted ChiefHenrico CircuitJudge
L.A. Harris Jr. to appoint a special
prosecutor on Wednesday.

Prince William County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Paul Ebert
was named to the position, and Har-
ris ordered him to “prosecute any
criminal charges that result from the
investigation, if there be any.”

Henrico Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Toby Vick asked Harris to name
the special prosecutor. Vick removed
himself because of a possible conflict
of interest.

eFerrum enroliment drop
baffles officials

Fall semester enrollment is down
16 percent from last year at Ferrum
College and school officials don’t un-
derstand why.

The enrollment went from 1,010
students a year ago to 852 this year.
The school had expected 930 full-time
students this semester.Tuition at the
four-year, private school is $15,600.
The declinein student population will
leave the school an estimated $2.5
million in debt.

— compiled by news sources

Survey: Working women
call for equal treatment

WASHINGTON — American working
women want the same pay as men for the
same work, job security, a safe workplace
and respect, according to a survey re-
leased yesterday by the AFL-CIO.

These goals have changed little in the
last 25 years, and despite the feminist
revolution, the sharprisein the number of
women who work for pay and even the
steep economic recovery of the last five
years, women feel they are still far from
the prize, the survey found.

Whathas changedis women’s statusin
the U.S. workforce, Karen Nussbaum, di-
rector ofthe AFL-CIO’s Working Women’s
Department, said at a news conference
announcing the survey findings.

‘Where most American women used to
see their jobs as temporary additions to
the family coffers, now 64 percent of those
surveyed said they provide half or more of
theirhousehold’sincome, Nussbaum said.

“Women are sophisticated, permanent
members of the workforce who believe
that they’re not getting a fair deal and
that’s a very profound change that makes
real changein policies possible for the first
time,” Nussbaum said.

The vast majority—94 percent—of the
more than 50,000 working women sur-
veyed said equal pay for equal work was
very important, but only 62 percent said
their current job provided i:.

Related problems, inclucing generally
low pay, gender discrimination in general
and the so-called “glass ceiling” hindering

women from advancing at work, were also
seen as important.

More than two-thirds of women, or 72
percent, said, it was very important to
have protection from layoffs and
downsizing, but only 34 percent said they
had these protections at work.

The need for respect was a dominant
refrain among women who were asked
what they want on the job, and that in-
cluded freedom from and punishment for
acts of sexual harassment.

One woman of every three said she
wanted employers to offer child care, but
only 8 percent said their current job pro-
vided it, the survey said.

Workplace safety was one area where
women’s expectations were largely met,
with 93 percent calling the issue very
important and 89 percent saying it was
currently provided on their jobs.

The survey was conducted via ques-
tionnaires distributed at workplaces,
prayer breakfasts, schools, libraries and
street-corners around the United States.
These questionnaires were supplemented
by a scientific telephone survey of 725
working women which had a margin of
error of plus or minus 3 percent.

Using the survey results as a spring-
board, the AFL-CIO kicked offa campaign
toorganize union and non-union women to
work for workplace change.

— compiled by news sources
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CALLING ALL ART MAJORS AND OTHERS WHO ENJOY DRAWING ...

DON’T THROW AWAY THOSE
SKETCHES THAT YOU’VE
BEEN DRAWING IN CLASS.
(YES, WE HAVE BEEN

WATCHING)

SUBMIT THEM TO THE
COMMONWEALTH TIMES.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR COMICS

FORTHE COMIC PAGEAND
EDITORIAL CARTOONS

CALL ANGELA OR JENNY AT 828-1058 FOR MORE

INFORMATION.
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Universities offer potential
students online application forms

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Applying
to college by computer was only
natural for Mark Garneau.

The 18-year-old from Closter,
N.J., spends two or three hours
a day exploring the Internet.
Virginia Tech, one of the most
heavily wired campuses, had the
most detailed Web page— an
online application form.

He could apply without leav-
ing his perch or dragging out a
typewriter, a foreign practice for
many youngsters yet still re-
quired at many institutions.

“Theotherones,Ihad tothink
about keeping them neat and
typed and stuff like that,” said
Garneau,now anincoming fresh-
man at the university.

Knowingthere’sawhole gen-
eration of Web-literate teen-
agers out there, universities are
struggling to meet the demand
for online applications in time

forthecollege-huntingseason this
fall.

“Clearly, the paperapplication
is doomed,” said the summary of
a poll released last winter by the
Art & Science Group Inc., a Balti-
more research company that
found a sharp rise in Web access
among high school seniors. More
than one-third said they would
rather apply online, up from 11
percent a year earlier.

Going online saves paper, lets
institutions hear from a wider
range of applicants and lets them
promote themselves as techno-
logically advanced, the colleges
say.

But the new world also has
created some special headaches
for universities.

Sophisticated proberswholook
at a college’s Web site also can
gainaccesstosuch thingsascam-
puscrimereports, faculty ratings
or other information through un-
official channels.

And students are sometimes
bombarding faculty with ques-
tions by e-mail, creatinga burden
that not all colleges-or faculty
might be able to handle.

“Colleges are not geared up
now to deal with students access-
ing this unofficial information,”
said Kenneth E. Hartman, direc-
tor of elementary and secondary
programs for the College Board
andauthorof“The Internet Guide
for College-Bound Students.”

Despite such concerns, univer-
sities in the past year also have
hired services that let students
learn about several universities
or campuses from one Web loca-
tion, apply to several and then
charge the application fee over
thecomputer. Theyalsoofferlinks
to scholarship information and
other services.

IBM announced last month it
would sell to its university cus-
tomers the CollegeNet service, a
product of Universal Algorithms.

Forum: Students speak out
at SGA on McDonald’s

continued from page 1

tion has already outperformed
Aramark’s offerings at this time
last year.

John Carter, a religious stud-
ies major, expressed concern
about the lack of vegetarian se-
lections.

Bryson responded, “We hope
Ukrop’s will come in with a line of
food suitable tovegetarian needs.”

Many students don’t know,
however, that the Aramark-run
Hibbs Cafeteriahassubstantially
improved since last year.

The company has added three
new stations to the all-you-can-
eat style cafeteria.

One station has a variety of
Asian foods, while the others in-
clude the pasta station and a flat
bread pizza station.

The second floor now houses
D.C. Subs, where students can
observe their submarine sand-
wiches being compiled of ingredi-
ents of their choice.

Bryson hopes the Hibbs selec-
tion, along with Ukrop’s assort-

ment, will provide enough vari-
ety to satisfy everyone.

Elisha Spencer voiced a con-
cern seen in many of the SGA’s
survey responses.

“The arches are too much. Ev-
eryone knows about McDonald’s.
Why does there have to be so
much promotion?”

Brysonexplained thatlastyear
the food services blamed poorrev-
enue on a lack of marketing.
McDonald’s strong marketing
plan seemed like a good idea in
comparison.

Brown added, “I wish we could
build and they would come. It’s
like giving the customer constant
reminders tolet them know we're
here.”

Due to student response, how-
ever, the corporation decided to
review an alternative signage
package.

“We know that this is your
house,” Brown said. “That’s why
we’re here —to serve the student
body and be part of your house.”

IN BRIEF

House debates spending
on Intemet version

Five appropriations bills Con-
gress plans to review this week
would provide funds for develop-
ment of the Next Generation In-
ternet, a government program
aimed at creating a faster, more
advanced network and develop-
ing powerful applications.

At least six federal agencies
involvedin the project would split
about $100 million requested for
N.G.I by the president last Feb-
ruary. Nevertheless, lawmakers
are reluctant to provide federal
financing for the effort because
plans for the program are vague.

Theeffort parallels that ofuni-
versities, known as Internet.

Federal judge rules in favor
on encryption software

A federal judge in San Fran-
cisco ruled that government re-
strictions on the export ofencryp-
tion software violate the First
Amendment’s protection of free
speech.

Daniel Bernstein, an Illinois
professor, sued the government
while he was a graduate student
at the University of California at
Berkeley for the right to publish
academic papers about encryp-
tion, the scrambling of electronic
messages to guard them from
eavesdroppers, and to distribute
a computer program he created
to scramble electronic messages.

Fruit-fly foraging linked to
gene

Fruit-flyresearchersfrom New
York University and York Uni-

versity in Toronto have demon-
strated that the tendency of a
fruit fly to stay close to home or
roam far in search of food can be
attributed to a single gene.

The discovery is unusual be-
cause most behaviors are influ-
enced by several genes. Scientists
usually have difficulty identify-
ing behavior-influencing genes
and linking interactions to one
another.

Michigan professor pays
$1.67 million in suit

A former researcher at the
university of Michigan received
$1.67 million after claiming that
herintellectual property hadbeen
stolen by a professor and used to
secure a grant.

Carolyn R. Phinney, a re-
searcher at Michigan’s Institute
of Gerontology, sued Marion
Permutter, a psychology profes-
sor and Phinney’s superior at the
university for fraud. Theresearch
examined the changes of adult’s
personalities over the course of
their lives.

A jury decided in Phinney’s
favor in 1993. Phinney sued the
institute’s director and the uni-
versity, saying they had retali-
ated against her.

Court rules divorced
parents must pay college
fees

The Iowa Court of appeals
ruled last month that divorced
parents can de ordered to pay
their children’s college tuition,
even though married couples do
not hold the same responsibility.

The decisicn was intended to

“safeguard children of civorced
parents against fiscal p-oblems
and other obstacles that  ften ac-
companydivorce,” thethree-judge
court panel wrote.

Diana’s funeral procession
tripled

In London on Wednesday, the
royal family tripled the length of
Princess Diana’s funeral proces-
sion.

Buckingham Palace said its
first publicstatement since Diana
was killed on Sunday.

Her driver, legally drunk and
traveling at high speeds, crashed
in a Paris roadway tunnel, killing
himself, the princess and Dodi
Fayed.

McMahon nomination
dropped

In Washington, a bipartisan
group of senators dropped the
nomination of PatriciaMcMahon,
Clinton’s nominee for director for
demandreductioninsidethedrug
czar’s office.

The position is the most re-
sponsible official for reducing
America’s drug habit.

Critics said she lacked the cre-
dentials for the job, and a stron-
ger qualified candidate should be
sought.

New policy for Russian
passports

Russiaplanstodiscontinueuse
of its “fifth line” phrase, Russia’s
declaration of nationality that
reinforced discrimination against
Jews, Tartars and other minori-
ties.

Passports will now identify
people as citizens of Russia and
citizens will not have to list their
religions in them.

National day declared for
Diana

The senate declared Sept. 6 a
national day of recognition for
Princess Diana’s efforts at expos-
ing the issues of breast cancer,
land mines, homelessness and
AID

Bounty hunters kill
innocent couple

Bounty hunters in Phoenix
shot and killed Chris Foote, 23,
and hisgirlfriend, Spring Wright,
20, in a case of mistaken identity.

The hunters were searching
for an out-of-state bail jumper
who owed $25,000 to a California
bond company.

Gunmen kicked down the
couple’s bedroom door and Foote
opened fire on them, wounding
two of the gunmen before being
mortally wounded himself.

Jury studies Democratic
coupon use

The federal grand jury is in-
vestigating allegations that
Democrats bought people’s votes
during the re-election of Repre-
sentative Gene Copeland, D.-Mo.,
last fall.

Democrats rewarded 200
people with coupons for a dollar
purchese at Gas-A-Mat.

They handed out the coupons
to departing voters in mostly
black, ooorer areas.

Nobody has bei:n charged and
Democrats deny the allegations.

Proposed revision draws
major backlash

Opponents of a plan to revise
the “core” curses at Brooklyn Col-
legewarn that the proposal would
cause damage to the curriculumn
thatwould negatively impactstu-
dents.

Brooklyn College’s current
“core” courses offer a broad lib-
eral-arts curriculum. Opponents
argue that narrowing the range
of learning would be an injustice
to students.

Christopher M. Kimmich, the
college’s provost, sees no cause for
alarm. The core curriculum, he
said, will not be compromised by
the proposed revision.

Professor fired, calls
himself ‘tough but fair’

A northern Illinois University
economics assistant professor
with 32 years on the job recently
was dismissed due to repeated
student complaints.

The complaints taken from
course evaluations painted pic-
tures of a teacher belittling stu-
dents for asking questions and
consistently gave lower grades
and failed more students than
other professors in the depart-
ment.

The professor, Robert H.
Renshaw, said he had high expec-
tations for students in his courses
and he admitted his toughness on
students, but he said that many of
his students excelled as a result.

— compiled by news sources
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Is Your
Computer
Knowledge

Going To

Waste?

Get yourself out of the can.

If you have computer knowledge and like to solve
problems, this could be your opportunity.

Computer Customer Service
Answer City, the product support line for
Circuit City is secking individuals who care
about our customers 1o assist over the phone
with product questions on compulers.
Qualified candidates should be able to
troubleshoot basic computer issues and have
high comlort level with setting up PC. or
Macintosh systems. Knowledge of two or
more  software  packages and a  Dbasic
understanding of computer hardware (i.c.
IBM compatible, Compaq, Mac) required.
Flexible full and part-time hours available.

Come interview with us!
Tues., Sept. 9th, 10am-Tpm at our
Thalbro Office

Directions: Take 1464 to Staples Mill Road, East. Turn left at
the 4th light onto Thalbro St. Office is located next to our
Ciircuit City Store at 2040 Thalbro St.

If unable to attend, fax a resume to:
804-527-4086

Or e-mail: cesjobs@cenotes.ceity.com

Rejuvenate your computer skills.

1 promote a drug-free workplace. EOL.
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For better or for worse, comic strip
characters are harmless

Last spring there was a nationwide
controversy when the lead character of the
television sitcom “Ellen” announced, on a
much publicized episode
of the show, that she is

“Ellenmania.”
But, not everyone was thrilled to dis-
cover that Ellen is gay and what’s more,
openly so. At
least one station

gay.Theattentionaccom-
panying the announce-
ment was intense.
Shortly after that epi-
sode aired, Ellen
DeGeneres, the real life
lesbianactress whoplays
the part of the fictional
Ellen, appeared with her
girlfriend on “Oprah.”
Furthermore, follow-

It isn’t exactly as if
anyone were jumping
out of the page, tackling
readers, and pleading
with them to convert to
homosexuality.

even refused to
air the episode.
Now that all
the hoopla over
Ellen’s sexual
identity  has
calmed down,
anothergaychar-
acter is getting a
bad rap.
Lawrence, a

ingtheairingofthe“com-

ing out” episode,

DeGeneres’ parents were interviewed by a

network news magazine.

/ Sexual minority groups threw “coming
out parties” while they watched the show.
The announcement of her sexual orien-

tation brought with it a tiny spurt of

character in
Lynn Johnston’s
comic strip “For Better or For Worse” has
made some newspapers disgruntled. The
stripwas suspended from some papersand
discontinued from a few others.

All because a character is openly gay.
This seems a little ridiculous, after all,

we're talking about a two-inch tall draw-
ing. It isn’t exactly as if anyone were
Jjumping out of the page, tackling readers,
and pleading with them to convert to
homosexuality.

Certainly a comic strip is not that big of
a threat to the world’s homophobics.

If you don’t like it, don’t read it.

Or better yet, learn to accept the differ-
ences in others and put aside your sense-
less distaste.

Comic strips and sitcoms are supposed
to offer a little humor to our otherwise
hectic lifestyles.

Just think how many chuckles wewould
be denied if all the dog haters had Snoopy
banned from the ranks of the “Peanuts”
gang.

For better or for worse, there will al-
ways be those people who are different
from the ranks of the majority and sooner
orlater everyone elseis going tohave toget
used to it.

Come on everybody, lighten up.

Not-so-famous quotes from famous folks. ..

“Give me chasitity and continence, but not yet.”

— Saint Augustine

“Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and
I’'m not sure about the former.”

— Albert Einstein

“I'm living so far beyond my income that we may almost be said

to be living apart.”

— e e cummings

“l think there is a world market for maybe five computers.”
— Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943

Commonwealth

TIMES

EDITORIAL BOARD

‘mail: mac5rdt @atla:
: 1149 General Purp

Lindsay Kastner — editorial editor
Angela D. Hill — executive editor

The editorial section of the Commonwe althTIMES is a forum open to all members of the Virginia

Commonwealth University community. Students, facuity and administrators are encouraged to submit
editorials expressing their opinions and concerns. The opinions expressed are those of individual writers
and do not necessarily reflect the views of theCommonwealth TIMES or VCU.

We reserve the right to edit all letters for gramm:

single-spaced typed page. Letters must be si¢

Vailing address: P. O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA 23284-2010. Drop
e Ace demic Euilding (outside of theCommornwealthTIMES office).

style and space. Letters should not exceed one
ied and must include daytime and evening phone
numbers.

Express
your

opinion

write a guest editorial for the CT
call 828-1058 for more info
ask for Jenny or Angela

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Have a great
McSchool year!

I was really looking forward to this
semester. Sure I had to deal with the nor-
mal McSchool headaches, like getting a
parking space in the McAcademic Deck,
standing in line for my McBooks and hav-
ing to reorganize my class McSchedule.

But I've been doing this for three years
and I'm used to it.

Sound sarcastic? You better McBelieve
it. I am appalled to see Golden Arches
almost everywhere I look.

What is our McUniversity thinking?
This is a learning environment, not a mar-
keting test cell.

Our McUniversity has severely limited
our choices and seems to have done so
without our approval.

I don’t ever remember voting for a
McDonald’s, do any of my fellow
McStudents?

And I know we were never asked if we
wanted the Student Commons to look like
the inside of a Wal-Mart. I think most of us
are educated enough to figure our there is
aMcDonald’s in the Commons without the
need for gaudy signs.

Obviously the McDonald’s Corporation
never asked our talented School of Interior
Design students for advice.

Well, I wanted to keep this letter short
for everyone, by now you shoulc have fin-
ished a Big Mac, or are still wait: ngin line.
I hope the VCU McRams do weil this vear
in sports and I hope my fellow McStudents
have a wonderful semester.

I would also ask President McTrani to
publicly disclose in the next issue of the
Collegiate Times how much McMoney was
paid to our McUniversity for the privilege
of being turned into a McMarketing oppor-
tunity.

Brad Henson

VCU student

Did McDonald’s
donate the student
commons?

There is nothing as nauseating and
aesthetically revolting as the McDonald’s
trademark plastered outside and inside
the Student Commons. One would think
thatMcDonald’sdonated the Student Com-
mons to the university. What other mes-
sage could there be?

If T were a student, I would greatly
resent this crass commercial intrusion in
my social space. What was once a peaceful
place is wracked by McDonald’s commer-
cialism.

Perhaps the venality of the university
could be further gratified by renting all
buildings inside and outside for commer-
cial advertising. On the other hand, the
university could put its own seal on the
Commons and university buildings, but
there we be no money in that, would
there? Students should get rid of this com-
mercialmuck, a cleansingofacademe from
the money changers.

H. Otto Dahlke

Professor Emeritus
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FREE Parking
for VCU Commuter Students

SC 1 = Free Parking!

(Belvidere and Broad streets)

SC 2 = Free Parking!

(Henry and Grace streets)

SC 3 = Free Parking!

(Belvidere and Cary streets)

All three locations are served by the Academic Shuttle
- Student Commuter Loop about every 15 minutes. \\\

z

Monroe Park

Virginia Commonwealth University
Office of Parking and Transportation Services
828-8726
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HELPING YOU BUILD A SECURE FINANCIAL
FUTURE IS AN IMPORTANT JOB.
FORTUNATELY, WE HAVE THE PERFECT RESUME.

‘ s Jith nearly 80 years of leadership experience

in our field, TIAA-CREF is eminently
qualified to help you build a comfortable, worry-
free retirement.

Our references are equally impeccable —
today, nearly two million of the best minds in
America trust us with their financial future.

Allow us to review our qualifications.

Superior strength
With over $200 billion in assets, TIAA-CREF is

the world’s largest retirement organization —

Yook, NV

and among the most solid. TIAA is one of only
a handtul of companies to have earned top rat-
ings for financial strength, and CREF is one of

ird Avene, New

Wall Street’s largest investors.

Solid, long-term performance
We seek out long-term opportunities that other
companies, in pursuit of quick gains, often miss.
Though past performance can't guarantee
future results, this patient philosophy has
proven extremely rewarding.

Surprisingly low expenses

TIAA-CREF's operating costs are among the

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it.*

1A+s (Superior), A.M. Best Co AAA. Duff & Phelps: Aaa, Moody's Investor
strength. These ratings of TIAA as an insurance company do not apply to CREF.
1956 (st o e conplt S iPumadioh BSG.g sharues o Eeperts
‘you nveet o seod money: TIAA-CREF lniviio

© 1997 Teachers Insurance and Annuit

lowest in the insurance and mutual fund
industries. Therefore, more of your money
goes where it should —towards ensuring

your future?

Easy diversification

We offer a wide variety of expertly managed
investment options to help build your assets.
With stock, bond, money market, and real
estate accounts —as well as a guaranteed
annuity to choose from — TIAA-CREF makes
diversification easy.

Unrivaled service

We believe that our service distinguishes us
from every other retirement company. In the
latest Dalbar Consumer Satisfaction Survey,
a study of 2,000 financial companies, TIAA-
CREF was voted the leading provider of
retirement plans.

If you work in education, research, or relat-
ed fields, why not put TIAA-CREF’s experi-
ence to work for you? To find out more, visit
our Web site at www.tiaa-cref.org or call us

at 1-800-842-2776.

rd and Poor’s for stabili
arance Rating Analyis, 1

NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME

FLEXIBLE HOURS

Positions available for
full-time and part-time
cashiers and stock persons.
Salary will be based on
prior work experience
Medical insurance and
other benefits available.
Please apply in person.

PARTY CITY

9130 W. Broad St.
346-8600

-‘Commonwealth

Depression is a bunch of symptoms
exhibited by weak people.

b) Depression is an unbearable suppression
of brain activity that can strike anyone.

UNTRFEATFD

DEPRESSION

v 3390

The

Times
needs

AD REPS.

Gain experience!

Call
Kim
Shelton
or
Robert
Hartman
for
detalils.

828-1058
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(hecking fees
are money
down the

At Virginia_(redit Union,
our checking is free.

No minimum balance, unlimited check writing.
(And this is NOT just an introductory offer.)

« FREE overdraft protection « High rates on savings
o ATM & debit cards with no « Low rates on credit cards
annual fee & loans

We're a full-service financial institution ready to serve all of your
banking needs. You don’t even have to leave campus for most
transactions — many can be made over the phone, by using
automated services like ATMs or by mail. Stop by a branch or call
VACU today for more information. We make it easier to hang on to
your money.

Member Services
804-323-6800 or toll free 1-800-285-6609

http://www.vacu.org
Downtown Midtown Chesterfield
Theater Row Building DMV Building Pocono Crossing
720 E. Broad Street 2300 W. Broad Street 10450 Midlothian Turnpike
Downtown West End Hanover
James Monroe Building Paragon Place Hanover Village
101 N. 14th Street 5427 Glenside Drive 7015 Mechanicsville Turnpike

 VIRGINIA
CREDIT UNION, INC.

.
L - — |

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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From Algebra to Statistics our videos
and workbooks will help you get
through your toughest classes.
AVAILABLE AT : THE
ARD.
4 SBAE':I?ANTS
IDEO
E5Rer

www.cerebellum.com

)\ At Pleasants Hardware we carry the #1
J) Brand Name in locks, so ride by on your
way to college and get one of these:

A. Combination Lock
#1500D. PH#29973

B. Combination Double
Locking U-Lock
#8180DSG. PH#48102
C. Weather Tough Double
Locking U-Lock
#8183DSG. PH#52297
D. U-Lock With Push Button Locking
#8184DSG. PH#52300

E. Secure-Fit U-Lock With Push D
Button Locking .

O RARDWARE S

“Most Anything”® Since 1915

2024 W. Broad St., 359-9381, FAX 355-5928, Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-5
3540 Pump Road, 364-2876, FAX 360-8163, Mon.-Sat. 7-9, Sun. 8-7

Master:

Membership eligibility required. VCU students, faculty and employees are eligible.

" Call for Help!

Virginia Child Abuse

o and Negiect Hotline
5 1-800-552-7096 (Voice/TDD)

N Use this 24-hour hotline to report child abuse

and neglect or to be referred to cammuniry'
IMPM“'O programs for help with the stress of parenting.
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Trishtram Coffin
CT Starr WRITER

Inrock ‘n’roll,anyone whois daring
enough even to attempt a concept al-
bum is either noble for doing so or,
more likely, wants people to think they
are. Through the years concept al-
bums have been some of the greatest
and worst records of all time. From
the’60s came The Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band and The
Who's Tommy. In the *70s we heard
David Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust and Pink
Floyd’s The Wall. In the’80s, Prince’s
Purple Rain was masterful as an al-
bum before it was self-conscious as a
movie, but the’90s have been, with the
exception of Nine Inch Nails’ wrench-
ing album The Downward Spiral, with-
out a concept album with enough unity
for its story tobe followed. Itisjust too
easy to embarrass oneself.

The rock ‘n’ roll concept album hall of
shame has far more inductees than its
hall of fame. Meatloaf’s Bat Out of Hell,
Duran Duran’s Seven and the Ragged
Tiger and, most recently,, the Smashing
Pumpkin’s Mellon Collié and the Infi-
nite Sadness are among those whose
lack of direction have scared otherbands
away.

Well, Radiohead has, nevertheless,
filled the ’90s concept album void with
OK Computer, a record that is more
focused than any of the classic albums
mentioned and easily the finest record
released so far this year.

What makes OK Computer such a
thrill is the vast array of influences the
band collectivelybrings to themusic, the
complexity of its lyrical images and the
insight it grants the listener for invest-
ing the time to explore its message.

The lyrics in OK Computer contain
themes far more profound than what is
common for the rock ‘n’ rock medium,
and because of that its writers will have
a difficult time finding respect.

However, from “Airbag’s” exploration

into the ironic origins of human inspira-
tion (“...in the next world war, in a jack-
knifed juggernaut, I’'m born again...”) to
“Climbing Up the Walls” portrait of de-
nial and introverted paranoia, (“...I am
the key to the lock in your house that
keeps your toys in the basement, and if
you get too far inside you'll only see my
reflection...”), this record roots to the
core of who we are as individuals and as
a society and its response is ashamed
and convicting.

OK Computer succeeds through its
story of a lone soul who sees mankind
becoming machine-like, and a people
more obsessed with efficiency than emo-
tion.

In “"Subterranean Homesick Alien,”
he finds that he views people asheimag-
ines aliens would, depicting them as
“weird creatures who lock up their spir-
its, drill holes in themselves and live for
their secrets.”

Repeatedly and to no avail, he waves
his warning flag to prevent the inevi-
table. Escaping tohis dreams, he averts
reality to find hope and motivation to
press on.

During the progression of the album,
the music, which takes Beatlesque
melody and accessibility and tears it to
ribbons with King Crimsonish time sig-
nature changes and song structures,
identifies the character’s state of mind
with ominous and violent tones for his
encounters with the machine.

Exceptfor “Electioneering,”alessthan
daring but nonetheless bitter satire of
polities, no song is wasted in the devel-
opment of the story.

In “Paranoid Android,” singer Thom
Yorke petitions that, (“...ambitionmakes
you look very ugly...”) If so, OK Com-
puter is the most hideous of monsters, a
sprawling twelve song cryptic tale that
reveals a new revelation with each lis-
tening and is so sincerely desperate it
will have even the most stubborn para-
noid androids running headlong to join
Greenpeace.

exus anything

Christopher Irving

CT SpectruM EprTor

Nexus is a bit of a contradiction unto
himself: created by writer Mike Baron and
artist Steve Rude in the early ‘80’s, Nexus
(aka Horatio Hellpop) lives in and rules
the future world of Ylum. While Ylum
appears tobe a virtual paradise, itis led by
one of the darkest heroes in comic books.
Nexus was granted power by an alien
being referred to as “The Merk”, the only
catch was that the power required Hellpop
to kill villians of The Merk’s choosing, lest
Nexus goes mad through nightmares. The
Merk left recently, and Nexus finds him-
self powerless and still needing to kill,
even without the alien’s direction.

Nexus decides at the beginning of
“Nightmare in Blue” to have the citizenry
of Ylum decide who must die. As a result,
tribes of Ylum’s people start fighting each
other, anxious for Nexus to kill the oppo-

SPECTRUM
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‘Cop Land’ doesnt
shoot bianks

Russell de Leon
CT St Wrinx

The title of “Cop Land”
alone suggests an unin-
telligent “shoot ‘em up”
action film. However, Cop
Land delivers something
rare in movies today- a

smalltown
a town found
licemen from

op due to his handic
ith e that can’t
help but mal e nce feel sorry
for Freddy: he is playing pinball and
sortstobreaking opena parkingmeter

s ei broke tocontinu i
The true cataly i

Kiete
ert Patri

about cor-
n’t be the

butani

nents that they had voted for. Halfway

through the first book, Ylum lies in com-

plete and utter chaos and all Nexus finds

himself doing is brooding, until he pleads

forthe mad;rs tovoteforoneoffive terrible
illi to die.

Baron has never been a terrific writer,
yet Nexus is unarguably his best work.
Still, he has made the mistake of bogging
the story down with too many supporting
characters; asidefromloveinterest Sundra
Peale and President Tyrone to numerous
others whoall blend together fornewread-

Also, the supporting characters take up
more of the book than the supposed star
himself, the second issue is mostly about
juveniledelinquent Machina Loomis, with
no more than maybe ten pages of Nexus.

Steve Rude’s artwork is the one true
saving grace when the story becomes too
bogged down. Rude’s work takes one back
to the comics of the 1960’s. yet it has a

artial hearing
with Liz

Ap oper
with Donlan’

wife)isn't, thar
levelopment and
<en in the char-
, so that the audience can
see why the characters ct the way
that they do.
The plot of “Cop Land’
king you in, until it
scendo

and longer (the box office hit “Contact”
se to three hour p Land”
abruptly with things rushed to-
gether. Unfortunately. oreat Robert.
DeNir elegated to a surprisingly

should be applauded

g ance with Stallone, a
perennial action star whose outside
ventures have recently failed

pounds to look Freddy
i Land” is a good movi:

been better had more time been
given Stalloneled the other strong per-
adding to them, and
hear his name when it comes time for
the O

htmare

slightlymodernistic edge. Due to low sales
(Nexus is quite the cult classic, and noth-
ing more), the artwork has been switched
to black and white (with no lowering of

price).

The black and white is nice, but Nexus
isjust one of those comic books that needs
to be in color to stress the brightness of
Ylum. As for Nexus himself, he wears one
of the snazziest costumes in comic books;
being a deep royal blue and black with
yellow highlights, it has a very simplistic
and timeless design.

Althoughonlyhalfwaythrough, “Night-
marein Blue” has proven a fair series. One
of the more entertaining parts is the cam-
eos in the second issue, from Jack “The
King” Kirby (one of Marvel Comics’
founders), to a long lost Mike Baron char-
acter. If Baron would focus a bit more on
the antagonist of the book, rather than his
friends, loved ones, and enemies, it would
be an easier read.
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What is black and white and gold all over?
a) VCU shuttle buses

b) VCU shuttle bus-stop markers

¢) VCU parking decals

d) All of the above!

Watch for our newest addition -

|1 e

Stop

Virginia Commonwealth University

Answer: d) All of the above!

Virginia Commonwealth University - Office of Parking and Transportation Services
Call us at (804) 828 - 8726 Academic Campus Office
or (804) 828-0501 MCV Campus Office
Visit us on the web <www.bsv.vcu.edu/bussrvhp/bussrvhp.htm>
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Everything for every artist & designer

PLAZA ARTIST MATERIALS, INC.
927 WEST GRACE STREET, RICHMOND, VA 23220

WE TREAT STUDENTS RIGHT !

""" TUDENT |

15 / O DISCOUNT

H
|
|
e |
PICK UP YOUR STUDENT DISCOUNT CARD

STUDENT ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

WE ACCEPT THE VCU ONE CARD, ATM CARDS,
VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS
DISCOVER, “STARTER” CHECKS, CASH, TRAVELERS
CHECKS. WE DO NOT ACCEPT PORK BELLIES!

804 3a9-a900

STORE HOURS = MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30-6 = SATURDAY 10-5 = SUNDAY 12-3

e R ]
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Staff Application

Name: Local Phone:

Major: Year:

Faculty Reference (for mass communications students):

Editorial positions: Other positions:

U Writer @ Production chief 0 Copy editor
J Associate Editor [ Production assistant [ Circulation director
1 Editor QO Photography chief (0 Business manager
O Photography assistant [ Advertising director
Sections: O Staff photographer [ Business/advertising assistant
O News [ Copy editing chief
O Spectrum
(1 Editorial
O Eye
O Sports

Qualifications: Please list all prior relevant job experience or writing background.
Describe contributions you feel you can make to the operations of the Common-
wealth Times. ~

For more information, call 828-1058 or come by our offices in Room 1149 of the General
Purpose Academic Building (901 W. Main St.).




WEDNESDAY, September 5, 1997

help wanted

ENVIRONMENTAL — Devote a se-
mester to environmental change.
Make a difference! Full or P/T (2-3

days a week)

wk. hrs. 2 - 10:30
Full Time $325wk.
P/T $150 - $250 Wk.
342-1498.

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED — fornew
media telecommunications discount
long distance phone cards, the lowest
price in the market. Sophmore
student(s) or above, with some sales
experience, able to spend 3-4 hours
per week. Excellent earning potential,
$25 - 50 per hour or above. No
investiment required. Contact Al Pert
740-0726

ELECTRONICS ASSEMBLY —Elec-
tronics Manufacturer needs EE stu-
dentforPTwork. Idealcandidate will be
technically skilled for assembly and
testing of prototype and experimental
electornic instruments. Must have own
transportation. FAX resume with best
time to contact to 794-8284

SPRING BREAK ‘98 — Sell Trips,
EamCash& GoFree!!! Student Travel
Services is now hiring campus reps/
group organizers. Lowest rates to
Jamaica, Mexico & Florida. Call 1-
800-648-4849.

ADVERTISING DESIGN — Manufac-
turer needs Junior or Senior Graphic/
Commercial Art student for PT work.
Ideal candidate will be experienced
with IBM-compatible PC software in-
cluding PageMaker. Must have own
transportation FAX resume with best
time to contact to 794-8284.

SEIZEDCARS from$175— Porsches,
Cadillacs,Chevys, BMW's, Corvettes.
Also Jeeps, 4WD'’s. Your Area. Toll
Free 1-800-218-9000 Ext. A - 7127

miscellaneous

HEALTH MAJOR - LEE DAVIS?
MECHANICSVILLE?
Keys onfootball, early morning phys-
ics, tanning. Need to talk to you
Please call 553-1823.

CLASSIFIEDS

I CommonwealthTIMES ¢ 13

Classifieds are
accepted Monday
through Friday in the
offices of the
Commonwealth TIMES,
901 W. Main St.
Classifieds must be
prepaid in cash, check
or money order.
Classifieds will be
accepted by mail if full
payment is enclosed.
The deadiline for
classifiedsisnoon
Friday for the following
Monday edition, noon
Tuesday for the
Wednesday issue and
noon Thursday for the
Fridayissue.

Classifieds are $7 for
the first 25 words or
less, plus 10 cents for
each additional word.

It's onset canbe so subtle you don‘t notice it.

IT CAN KILL YOU IF YOU
DONT RECOGNIZE IT.

Depression strikes millions indiscriminately.
Depression is MOST dangerous when it goes

UNTREATED

unrecognized. Always be aware of the threat, D£ pr SS loN

and don't always believe everything you feel.

Public Service messag

Education)

#1 Cause of Suicide

http://www.save.org

Earn commission
while gaining
valuable experience.

Caut Kim ar
828-1058
FOR DETAILS.

falling in love.

day and night.

VOICeS...cc.. WOW.

from UCLA.

LEO ld (leold@javanet.com )

by Roger and Salem Salloom o199
1 got this friend. He's always

He's been answering the
personal ads on his computer
internet. He sends romantic letters
back and forth on the computer all

Now, he's in love with a girl in
Ohio. He lives in Massachusetts. He
has pledged marriage. He's never
ever seen her. They won't talk to each
other on the phone because they're
afraid they'll get spooked and run
away if they don't like each other's

I suppose it could be worse.

All last year he was in love with
a girl who turned out to be 3 guys

FuNn{ PEOPLE

Exercise your creative side.
Apply for the Commonwealth
Times Comics Editor position.

Yes, you get paid.
It doesn't matter what you're
majoring in. We're especially

interested in house cartoons.
And we need editorial cartoons.

Good experience.

Grab your phone and call us.

Call Angela @ Jonng at 828-1058.
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McCarthy easing into
basketball program

Joe Rogalsky
CT Sports Eprtor

VCU'’s hiring Mack McCarthy
as Associate head coach, to re-
place Sonny Smith as men’s bas-
ketball coach, the year before
Smith leaves has little, if any,
precedent.

“That’s a totally unique con-
cept,”McCarthysaid. “Idon’tknow
of another school in the country
where that’s been done.”

Smith and McCarthy have
worked together in the past, most
recently at Auburn.

Since the two are familiar with
each other, they will be able to
work together productively dur-
ing the 1997 season.

“Sonny’s relationship with me
and my relationship with him is
what is going to make this year
work,” McCarthy said.

“Iwas Sonny’s assistant before
and I had a lot of responsibility
then and I would anticipate now
that I probably would have even
more responsibility just because I
know he trusts me and maybe
even trusts me more now that I

have done it on my own.”

McCarthy was the head coach
at Tennessee-Chattanooga be-
fore resigning Aug. 2.

He mentioned his relation-
ship with Smith and the Stuart
C. Siegel Center among his rea-
sons for coming to VCU.

“The major thing is the com-
mitment Dr.(Eugene) Trani
(President) and Dr. (Richard)
Sander (Athletic Director) have
made to have a first class pro-
gram,” McCarthy said.

“It is phenomenal that they
are willing to have a strong pro-
gram and make the whole ath-
letic department competitive
nationally.”

‘While with UTC, McCarthy
brought the program national
recognitionbyreachingthe Sweet
16 in this spring in the NCAA
tournament and having a first-
round pickin thisyear’sNational
Association draft by the Orlando
Magic.

“Coaches, as a rule, don't like
change,” McCarthy said. “It up-
sets the equilibrium of things.
But I think that this is such a

CommonwealthTIMES ¢ 14
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greatopportunity thateverything
is positive though there is still
that feeling of moving and chang-
ing and leaving 12 years of rela-
tionships. I felt it was time to
change, both personally and pro-
fessionally.

“I had done a lot of things and
accomplished a lot of things. It
would have beenokaytostaythere
forever but I think if you get to
comfortable somewhere then
maybe you won’t do as good a job
and I didn’t want to be like that.”

The team has had brief meet-
ings with McCarthy as a unit and
some players have met with him
individually. The players seem to
excited to have him on board.

“He has a track record just as
good as Coach Smith’s,” said vet-
eran player Torrance Archie.

“Tmexcited tohavetwocoaches
for my last season here. The
younger players will benefit more
because they will be able to work
with him (McCarthy) for a few
years.”

The success of the UTC squad

COACH continued to page 15

file photo

SLAM DUNK — Torrance Archie dunks during prac-

tice last season. He said he feels the Smith-McCarthy
combination will be a good one.

Grambling agrees to two

year probation

The National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation announced last month that it had
placed Grambling State University on two
years probation for violations in its foot-
ballandbasketball programs thatincluded
improper courting of football recruits and
two instances of allowing academically
ineligible athletes to play.

The committee found no evidence that
Gramblingsfootball coach, Eddie Robinson,
was aware of the violations as they were
occurring, said David Swank, chairman of
the N.C.A.A’’s Committee on Infractions,
who described the infractions as “rela-
tively limited.”

Grambling agreed to also limit its foot-
ball recruiting this year and to provide
intensive, on-campustraininginrulescom-
pliance for its football coaches. The college
will also forfeit three men’s basketball
games from the 1993-94 season and 47
women’s games from the 1993-94 and the
1995-96 seasons — games in which ineli-
gible athletes played.

NCAA considers revising

‘6-Win Rule’

The National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation, by avote of 10-8, hasrecommended
taking the first step toward modifying a
regulation that discouragesinstitutionsin
DivisionI-A fromschedulingfootball games
against teams in Division I-AA.

The rule requires Division I-A football
teams to win six games against other Divi-

sion I-A teams to be considered for post-
season bowl games, but Commissioners
for I-AA conferences have argued that
making I-A teams reluctant to play I-AA
teams has deprived smaller institutions of
lucrative games.

Universities have 60 days to respond to
the board’s recommendation. The council
will consider the issue again in October
and the Board of Directors could vote on
the matter in January.

NCAA delays decision on

jobs for athletes

The National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation council, in July, recommended that
the board delay by one year putting into
effect a rule that would allow athletes to
hold part-time jobs during their sports
season. The decision overturns an earlier
decision that would have allowed athletes
to work as early as fall 1997.

“Athletesleft campuslast year thinking
they would be able to work, and now that
opportunity has been taken from them,”
said Bridget Niland ofthe N.C.A.A.’s Stu-
dent-Athlete Advisory Committee.

Critics charge that some institutions
might, through the rule Proposition 62 to
use their employment programs as a re-
cruiting tool, and that the legitimacy of
athletes’ jobs would be difficult to ascer-
tain.

This was despite counter-arguments
that these potential problems could be
avoided by prohibiting members of univer-
sity athletics departments from arranging
employment for students.

Barbie to play college

sports — sort of

Mattel Inc., in an effort to help fulfill
“the fantasies of little girls everywhere
who dream of going to college and experi-
encing the excitement of college sports,”
this summer added University Barbie to
the line-up of its popular doll series. But
Barbie will be only a sideline participant,
donning the trappings of a college cheer-
leader.

According to the press release, Uni-
versity Barbie “sports a team sweater
and skirt fashion complete with pompon,
ankle socks and sneakers, just like a real
college cheerleader!”

Nineteen universities, including the
University of Virginia, have agreed to
allow the company to use their logos and
colors in exchange for an eight percent
royalty on the sale of dolls wearing its
shirt.

Fraud in obtaining aid for

athletes subject of probe

The U.S. Department of Education is
conducting a nationwide investigation to
determine whether college athletes are
fraudulently obtaining federal studentaid. -

The investigation began several years
ago, a department spokesman said, but did
not become public until last month when
ESPN, the sports cable network, reported
that Education Department officials were
reviewing aid awards made to athletes at
Mississippi State University.

Inthewakeofthereport, ThomasBloom,
the department’s Inspector General, is-
sued a statement confirming that his office
had “begun a national project,” to review
the useoffederal student aid within college
athletics departments.

—compiled from news sources
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—Rams and Stats—

H Follow The Picks throughout
the season to find out which
VCU fan is really on top.

Commonwealth
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——NEWS ——
Now that you’ve seen the opinions on
footballl, turn the page to find out what
VCU students think of issues in the news.

1ES

“Lou Holtz”
Rogalsky
NCAA

Auburn at UVA UVA
Va.Union at Norfolk St. Norfolk St.
Florida St. at USC usc
UCLA atTennessee Tennessee
Ga. Tech at Notre Dame  Notre Dame
Buffalo at NY Jets Buffalo
Carolina at Atlanta Carolina
Cincinnati at Baltimore Cincinnati

Tennessee at Miami Miami
Minnesota at Chicago Minnesota
New England atindianapolis New England
San Diego at Nevs Orleans San Diego
San Francisco at St. Louis ~ 49ers
Tampa Bay at Detroit Tampa Bay
Washington at Pittsburgh ~ Washington
Denver at Seattle Denver
Green Bay at Philadelphia®  Green Bay
NY Giants at Jacksonville  NY Giants
Dallas at Arizona Dallas
Kansas City at Oakland Qakland
Last week: -

Season to date: 0-0
Percentage: <

Games Back -

and “Top™ Bob have previous experience with The Picks. but “The Rat”™
a Caim Terrier, a breed that was trained in ancient Scottland to kill rats. “Pete’s” Mary has asked for
10 the esteemed left side of the board. “Bon” Dovi may need to take up musi

The Picks

“Coach” “Pete’s” “Mouth of the” Trish “Top” “Bon” The Rat” “ »

Leiss Mary Southworth “The Dish” Bog Dovi Temi|eton M‘;?,Z?r?;:,yt
UVA UVA UVA UVA Auburn Auburn UVA Auburn
Norfolk St. Norfolk St. Norfolk St. Norfolk Sate  Norfolk St. Norfolk St. Norfolk St. Norfolk St.
Florida St. usc Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. Florida St. usc Florida State
Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee
Notre Dame Notre Dame Notre Dame  Ga. Tech Notre Dame  Ga. Tech Notre Dame Notre Dame
NY Jets NY Jets NY Jets Buffalo NY Jets NY jets NY Jets Buffalo
Carolina Carolina Carolina Atlanta Atlanta Carolina Carolina Carolina
Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati Baltimore Cincinnati Cincinnati Baltimore
Miami Tennessee Miami Miami Tennessee Miami Miami Miami
Minnesota Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Minnesota Minnesota Chicago
New England Indianapolis New England  Indianapolis New England  New England  Indianapolis Indianapolis
New Orleans New Orleans ~ New Orleans  San Diego San Diego San Diego San Ciego San Diego
St. Louis 49ers St. Louis 49ers St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis 49ers
Detroit Detroit Detroit Detroit Detroit Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Detroit
Washington Washington Washington Pittsburgh Woashington Pittsburgh Wastington Pittsburgh
Denver Denver Denver Denver Denver Denver Denver Seattle
Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay
Jacksonville NY Giants Jacksonville Jacksonville NY Giants Jacksonville Jacksonville Jacksoonville
Dallas Dallas Dallas Dallas Dallas Dallas Dallas Dallas
Oakland Oakland Oakland Oakland Kansas Cit Oakland Oakland Kansas Ci
0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0

W Editor's Note: The Auburn/UVA game was picked before Thursday's game
The Picks are back for another season and there is much rejoicing. YEAH!! The “90°s have finally caught up with the Sports Department as there are a record number of females on the picks board this year - two. Only “Lou Holtz" Rogalsky “Motth of the” Southworth
s set lofty goals for himself. He is however. a lowly staff writer and his quest for prognostication supremacy will no doubt rankle some editors. Little does he know that

r asistance from a past Picks pontiff. Only time will tellif the Lynchburg water supply stimullates the portion of the brain dealing with football
0 point underdogs like Gerogia Tech. You don’t bet against the Fighting Irish at home, especially when there will be 20.000 more Irish faithful in attendance than past years. Trish

fhe keeps pickin;

Cowegirl-buyers for the evil they are. We gotta a job to do and we're gonna do it baby!

oltz” is the proud owner of
d vaults the photography guru

“The Dish” took a break from spending night after night in the CT office to fill out a picks sheet. claiming to ctions on womanly intuition. Obviously no one ever told her The Picks is a man's world. In an interstingly disturbing coincidence. all nine pickers took
the Cowboys. Last year in this space. the team from Dallas was referred to as “coke-sniffin’. prostitute-buying. druken-driving team.” The memebers of the Sports D now add camera-destroying and wife-beating to the list. You know, it makes one wonder why the
Cowboys players coninue to do stupid things like buying sex. But when you are as fat as Nate Newton. you gotta do what you gotta do. For those Cowboy fans out there. don’t think that this wil be the last assault on the Convicts. No, we here in Picksland intend to expose the

Coach:

McCarthy settling in

continued from page 14

this past spring, said McCarthy, helps the
players be receptive of the situation.

“They knew about our (UTC’s) success,”
McCarthy said. “They knew I was coming
from a situation where we were very suc-
cessful.”

McCarthy said he will concentrate on
recruiting, but will be involved in working
with the team.

“Sonny’s going to be the head coach,”
McCarthy said. “He’s going to make the
decisions, the ultimate decisions. I'll focus
on recruiting but will be there to help him
with the coaching things.”

The Rams areinspired to make Smith’s
final year of coaching a successful one and
have already started preparing.

Theirwork ethichasimproved and that
may result in a change in *heir style of
play.

“We're committed to it (making Smith’s
farewell season a success). We've been
doing a lot of conditioning,” Archie said.
“We are going to run with some teams and
play defense in their face.

McCarthy watched many Colonial Ath-
letic Association games last season and is
familiar with the coaches.

He sees it as an strong and intense
league with fierce rivalries.

The biggest difference he noticed about
the AC from UTC’s Southern Conferenceis
the short distances between schools.

“We were kind of along the perimeter of
theleagueinstead of in the middle, hesaid.
“We had some nice seven and eight hour
bus rides.”

The longest conference treks for the
Rams are to East Carolina in Greensville,
NC, and to UNC-Wilmington in
Wilmington, NC.

1997-98 WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

1997-98 MEN’S
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

Nov. 15 at Wake Forest 2:00; Nov. 22
Rider 2:00; Nov. 25 Norfolk State 7:00;
Nov. 29 Virginia 2:00; Dec. 5 Santa Clara
(at Rice Tournament) TBA; at Rice Tour-
nament TBA; Dec. 13 at Towson 1:00; Dec.
16 South Carolina 7:00; Dec. 20 at Boise
State TBA; Dec. 21 at Boise State Tourna-
ment TBA; Jan. 2 James Madison 7:00;
Jan. 4 William & Mary 2:00; Jan. 9 at
American 7:00; Jan. 11 at George Mason
2:00; Jan. 16 at East Carolina 7:00; Jan. 18
at UNC Wilmington 2:00; Jan. 23 Rich-
mond 7:00; Jan. 25 Old Dominion 2:00;
Jan. 30 at William & Mary 7:30; Feb.1 at
James Madison 2:00; Feb. 3 American
7:00; Feb. 6 East Carolina 7:00; Feb. 8
George Mason 2:00; Feb. 13 at Old Domin-
ion 7:35; Feb. 15 UNC Wilmington 2:00;
Sun. Feb. 22 at Richmond 2:00; Feb. 25 -
March 1Colonial Athletic Association Tour-
naraent (played at the Richmond Coli-
seum)

All home games to be played at the
Franklin Street Gymnasium. All times are
p.r.. and East Coast times. Students are
adraitted free with valid VCU identifica-
tion.

Nov. 1 Black & Gold (Exh.); Nov. 7
Court Authority (Exh.); Sports Tours
(Exh.); Nov. 16 Georgia State; Nov. 18 at
Southwestern Louisiana; Nov. 22 Tennes-
see-Martin; Nov. 25 Southern Illinois; Dec.
6 Miami (OH); Dec. 13 Virginia (to be
played at the Robbins Ceneter on UR’s
campus); Dec. 17 Norfolk State; Dec. 20 at
Kansas State; Dec. 28 Cornell (at Golden
Bear Classic in Oakland, CA); Dec. 29 at
Golden Bear Classic; Jan. 3 at William &
Mary;Jan. 10 George Mason;Jan. 12 UNC
Wilmington; Jan. 17 at Old Dominion;
Jan. 21 East Carolina; Jan. 24 Richmond;
Jan. 26 at American; Jan. 28 James Madi-
son; Feb. 1 Old Dominion; Feb. 4 Ameri-
can; Feb. 7 at East Carolina; Feb. 9 at
George Mason; Feb. 14 at James Madison;
Feb. 18 at UNC Wilmington; Feb. 21 at
Richmond; Feb. 23 William & Mary; Feb.
25 - March 1 Colonial Athletic Association
Tournament (to be played at the Rich-
mond Coliseum)

All three exhibitions will be played at
the Franklin Street Gyranasium. Allhome
regular season games will be played in the
Richmond Coliseum. YVCU students are
admitted free with valid VCU L.D.
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TRAFFIC
CHECKPOINTS

What do you think about
the traffic checkpoints
administered by Richmond
City Police Department as a
result of substitute judge
Harold M. Marsh’s death?

“They areunfair, an invasion of privacy.”
Alex Dimitriou, 20, Chemistry

“I think it’s really good. If you have
anything to hide, you shouldn’t worry
about it.”

Linda Eiler, 19, Special Education

“I think they should look for expired
tags. I don’t think they should search
your cars.”

Kenneth
Williams, 22,
English

“It’s scary. In
some ways I
think it'’s
good because
it catches
people doing
illegal acts.
On the other
hand itis
bad because
it wastes

Diallo

good citizens time.”
Amadou Diallo, 24, Computer
Science

“I can’t see anything wrong checking for
guns and drugs.”
Tom Moorefield, 24, Nuclear Medicine

“I think they are good because they can
find people who are driving without
licenses.”

LaTarsha Jones, 19, Chemistry

“T think it’s
fair. Richmond
is rated as one
of the highest
crime capitol’s
soI think it’s
paying off”
Kevin Mack,
22, Mass
Commumications

“Idon’tsee a
problem
with them. I

Boyd

wouldn’t mind if they searched my
car. There is a debate over the
violation of rights, but they catch a
lot of people quicker.”

Stephanie Boyd, 19, Education

How would you rate the
effectiveness of the
checkpoints?

“I think they
are pretty
effective for
people who
do go
through
them.”

Kelly Love,
18, Pre-
Pharmacy

“If they are
random they
would be
effective.”
Jamie Frazier, 18, Pre-Nursing

Love

“They lose effectiveness as the days go
by. If I know cops are there, I'm going to
go that way even if I don’t have drugs.”
Joan Martin, 28, Business

“They are pretty effective, but police
officers should be doing more important
Justin Hios, 17, Criminal Justice
What alternative methods

could police do to reduce
crime in Richmond?

“Enforce even minor crimes. Courts
should impose stricter punish ts.”
Elise Hughes, 36, Education

“If the money was dumped into art and
schools, if kids had an outlet where they
don’t feel hopeless it would reduce the
crime, fund more art programs instead of
police.”

David O’Bryan, 29, Computer Science

“There’s
nothing you
will be able
todoin
Richmond to
reduce crime,
more
patrolmen
downtown
which act
more

effective, not
ignoring
minor
crimes,
stricter sentences, if you're
convicted, you go to jail.”
John Shurm, 22, Chemistry

Shurm

“It’s a difficult job, clean up high schools,
maybe they can bring a magic formula
from New York to Richmond, pinpoint
places that are really bad.”

FRIDAY, September 5, 1997

Marilyn Brogan, 20, Sculpture

“More policemen, people are just not as
respectful so how can police deal with it,
stricter penalties.”

Anita Holloway, 40, Art History

TOBACCO
SETTLEMENT

Houw effective do you think
the proposed controls on
cigarette advertising would
be in deterring underage
smoking?

“Probably not very much, because I think
that a lot of the motivation for underage
smoking is mostly rebellious and not
really a response to advertising. . . .
Smoking is seen more as a way to

David Barrett, 24, Medical School

“I don’t think it has anything to do with
underage smoking. I think it has to do
with the parents and how involved they
are in their kids’ lives as to whether or
not they’re going to smoke, and to what
extent.”

Jessica Palacios, 24, Business

How much do you think the
government should control
nicotine?

“I don’t think the FDA should regulate
nicotine. In order to regulate it, it has to
be considered safe and effective. Nicotine
is neither safe nor effective. I think they
should regulate it just as far as they’re

regulating it now, but I don’t think they
should regulate it as a drug.”
Jon Finan, 24, Medical School

“] think it should be up to the
manufacturers.”
Naeema Patel, Biology

“I guess. My initial thought is that the
government should stay out of almost
b P

Zach Bryal;, 25, Pharmacy

“I think we give too much power to the
government. We should take more-
responsibility ourselves to be health
conscious.”

Mary Adams, Rehabilitation Counseling

“I would say as much as they control
alcohol, which is about the same thing. I
think it should be under state control,
like alcohol.”

Rick Metz, 29, Pharmacy

“Quite a lot, actually. I think it’s been
out of control all these years.”
Diane Han, Rehabilitation Counseling

How successful do you
think the states would be in
covering the medical costs?

“I think it’s definitely going to help
because they do have to incur costs from
cancer and associated diseases due to
cigarette smoking. How much it really
helps is debatable because we haven’t
really seen that yet.”

Jeremy Rowan, 27, Museum Studies

“I think those settlements are ridiculous.
It’s just a way to find a scapegoat instead
of taking responsibility.”

Catherine Altorfer, 22, Clinical
Laboratory Science
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