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Symposium addresses education woes

s Ben Wasson
CT News Eprtor

Richmondz public schools need to undergo systemic
change in order to prepare students for the next century,
and Gene R. Carter, executive director for the Association
for Supervision and Curriculum Development. The key-
note speaker made this plea to the public policy makers,
educators, ministers, students and community members
assembled in VCU’s Medical Sciences auditorium as part
of VCU’s Wilder Symposium Tuesday.

The program, “Education in the Richmond Public
Schools: A Call to Action,” coordinated by Richmond
Renaissance and VCU’s Center for Public Policy, focused
on ways to address problems facing Richmond public
schools. After the address, a panel of Carter, VCU Presi-
dent Eugene P. Trani, Ukrop’s Super Markets Inc.’s CEO
James E. Ukrop, M.H. West and Co. owner Marilyn H.
West and Southampton Model Elementary School teacher
Jacquelin Brockington fielded questions from the audi-
ence while Virginia’s former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder
moderated. %

The purpose of the program was to bring disparate
groups together to have a helpful dialogue on the issue
“rather than having them talk at each other,” Wilder said.

Wilder is adistinguished professor in VCU’s Center for
Public Policy and known “around the world as an incisive
speaker,” Trani said.

In his introductory speech , Wilder noted that people
are losing confidence in their public schools, and Rich-
mond has more groups trying to help the city schools than
any other city of its size.

“Everyone talks about education,” he said, “but talk is
cheap. The question is who is doing what and where.”

Carter, a former Superinterfdent-of Norfolk’s public
schools, said Richmond’s urban schools need the Gommu-
nity to work as a team, to identify problems and to
institute change on a systemic level, not part by part.

VCU kicks off mentoring program

Historically, the urban centers of Washington, D.C.,
Norfolk and Richmond were seen as places of ideas, but
“conflict, growing violence, despair and a high population
of disadvantaged,” have changed that perception, Carter
said. “We need to rekindle the sparkle in our urban
centers.”

Carteridentified the greatest problem in urban schools
as the low achievement of its school children.

To turn this around, Carter encourages the community
to craft a vision with school-linked community services,
culturally compatible schools and classrooms and teach-
ers with high expectations.

“Not all teachers believe every child can learn,” Carter
said. “Teachers need to have high expectations for all and
a belief that all children can learn.”

Carter advocates collaborative, intervention-related
programs between schools and their community. Also,
schools need to change their mainstream approach to
adjusting to the needs and background of their “student-
clients.”

In addition, teachers need to shift from instruction to
knowledge construction —teaching children how tolearn,
Carter said. The mind-set of how schooling is conducted
also needs to change.

“We need to create new mental models,” Carter said.
“Not all of us today are playing with a full deck; ifthe horse
you are riding on dies, you get off the dead horse.”

Instead of getting a new horse, Carter said groups are
morelikely tobuy astronger whip, get anew rider, appoint
a committee to study the dead horse or increase the
standards for riding a dead horse.

Carter borrowed from Albert Einstein when he told the
audience,”No problem can be solved by the consciousness
that created it’.”

The structure of the school day is detrimental to the
education of children.

Schools are organized on the old-factory model, said
Carter, with “bells and whistles,” and instruction time

Charles Harmon/Commonwealth Times
America’s first African-American governor,
L. Douglas Wilder spoke with attendees
during the reception before “Education in
the Richmond Public Schools: A Call to
Action.”

compartmentalized into45-50 minute intervals. Students
“are just starting to get excited when the bell rings and
they have tostop what they are doing and move someplace
else,” Carter said.

In closing , Carter encouraged his audience to make a
change.

“The right time is now, you have in your hands the
opportunity to transform the Richmond community ifyou
are willing to work as a team,” he said. “That’s your

CARTER continued to page 3>

1998-99 SGA

Dusty Smith
CT News Eprror

It will be a done deal after students
shake hands for the first time with their
new advisers Friday — oops, make that
their mentors.

Last spring, President Eugene P. Trani
told the Faculty Senate about a mentoring
program he participated in while attend-
ing the University of Wisconsin, and Terry

“Oggel, now Senate president, took the ba-

tonand ranked mentoring a priority for the
Senate.

“Immediately (we knew) this was some-
thing we needed to do,” Oggel said last
week in an interview.

So he appointed Charles Byles, associ-
ate professor of management, to head a
Senate task force from both campuses to
develop a pilot mentoring program — now
named the Faculty Senate Presidential
Student Mentoring Program.

“I thought Charles would be the best
person (to chair the task force),” Oggel
said. “He’s well-known to the Senate —he
was a member last year — and was a
mentee himself.”

Finding out about VCU’s established
mentoring programs became the task
force’s first job. The report on the Faculty
Senate Presidential Student Mentoring
Program states the group found that less
than 2 percent of VCU’s students receive
formal mentoring.

As some people describe it, the new
initiative resembles that of Big Brothers
and Big Sisters, where adults assist young
people with their daily struggles.

“(The new program) is not an academic
advising program,” Oggel said. “(It) pro-
vides personal, not specific (mentoring).”

Bylessaid thenew program should “give
students a helping hand with the difficul-
ties of transition from high school to col-
lege. The goal is to improve the quality of
student life.”

Mentor responsibilities include listen-
ing, maintaining friendships, encourage-
ment, motivating students, assisting with
life choices and directing students to their
advisers when necessary.

Oggel pointed out that the mentors rep-
resent more that just VCU faculty because
it includes provosts, alumni and members
ofthe board of visitors toincrease the scope

beyond academics.

Mentees, however, must be willing to
learn, keep in touch with their mentors
and give an honestview of (their) interests,
concerns and abilities. In addition, they
should participate with their mentorsin at
least three campus events during theschool
year, according to guidelines developed by
Byles’ task force.

The Senate, Byles said, encourages stu-
dents to stay in touch with their mentors
throughout their college careers. Thus,
eachyearthenumberofparticipantsshould
grow as new students and mentorsjoin the
program.

Oggel called mentoring “a pretty big

“thing on campuses.” For instance, some of

VCU’s peer urban institutions, Boston,
Syracuse and Temple universities, offer
similar programs, but the campuswide fo-
cus of this initiative, he said, may make
this stand out from others.

Next year the Senate plans to reevalu-
ate it.

“VCU can redesign the program for se-
mesters in the future,” Byles said. “The
nuts and bolts are very flexible. We are
very open-minded to other possibilities.”

officers elected

Michelle D. McGowan
CT StAFF WRITER

Student Government Association’snew
president, Charnessa Paige, intends to
serve as the “eyes and ears of the student
body.”

This watchdog approach helped Paige,
asophomore political science major, defeat
junior Rob Milesneck in SGA’s elections,
while Evonda Newton, a sophomore mass
communications major, beat sophomore
giology majorjustin Gunther forvice presi-

ent.

Paige, a Richmond native who envi-
sions an active year with SGA, wants to
increase membership and involvement.

Thereis strength in numbers,” she said,
“and this year we are working to increase
membership. There are many positions
still open for students to participate.”

Paige concedes, however, that the SGA
faces serious issues for fall semester.

“The $41 technology fee will be our
biggest challenge,” she said. “The univer-
sity hasn’t made it clear what that money

ELECTION continued to page 5>
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e Russian Duma to vote on PM

The State Duma lower house will hold
its third vote on Friday on Sergei Kiriyenko,
nominated for Russia’s prime minister by
President Boris Yeltsin.

The Duma rejected Kiriyenko’s nomi-
nation a second time Friday making this
Friday’s vote Kiriyenko’s last.

If the Duma does turn down the nomi-
nation, Yeltsin must dissolve the chamber
and hold an early election.

Speaker of the Duma Gennady
Seleznyov said Yeltsin could help the nomi-
nation by appearing before the Duma to
present Kiriyenko to the chamber.

The Kremlin said Yeltsin has not
planned to visit the Duma.

* U.N. hands U.S. diplomatic blow

The United Nations Commission on

" Human Rights rejected a U.S. resolution

condemning Cuba forhuman rightsissues
Tuesday.

This ended the U.S.-led seven-year cen-
sure by the committee and also ended the
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commission’s mandate on a special human
rights investigator on Cuba.

Carl-Johan Groth, a Swede serving as
independent U.N. rapporteur since 1992,
reported that Cubahas awidespread policy
of repression against critics of communism
but said the U.S. embargo was partially to
blame.

The U.S. resolution was defeated by a
vote 0f 19-16 with 18 members abstaining.

¢ Chinese dissident set to travel

WangDanwillbein New York on Thurs-
day to speak with reporters for the first
time since his release.

Doctors in the Detroit hospital where
Wangstayed gavethe formerstudentleader
of the 1989 Tiananmen Square democracy
protest a clean bill of health.

Wang’s familymembers were concerned
he had a brain tumor after he complained
of headaches.

“Any issue of a brain tumor was quickly
laid to rest,” said Dr. Robert Hyzy. Hyzy
attributed Wang’s symptoms to eye strain.

*Supreme Court overturns state
court on jury bias

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 7-2 that
white defendants in criminal cases may
sue over the exclusion of blacks from grand
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juries

The ruling overturns a Louisiana Su-
preme Court decision that the defendant
must be the same race as an excluded
grand jury member.

Terry Campbell was convicted of sec-
ond-degree murder in Louisiana but
claimed the state illegally excluded blacks
when selecting a grand jury foreman.

Justices Clarence Thomas and Antonin
Scalia dissented

“I fail to understand how the rights of
blacks excluded from jury service can be
vindicated by letting a white murderer go
free,” said Thomas.

¢ White House accuses Gingrich of
siding with tobacco

The White House criticized House
Speaker Newt Gingrich for playing down
theinfluence of Joe Camel advertisements.

“He’s adopted the industry line,” White
House spokesperson Mike McCurry said.
“It’s becoming clearer that the speaker is
speaking on behalf.”

Gingrich told those attending a fund-
raiser that Hollywood stars smoking on
screen had more to do with teens smoking
than Joe Camel on Monday.

In an interview on Monday, Gingrich
asserted he was “not at all sympathetic” to
the tobacco industry.
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e Teen “pimp” sentenced

A 13-year-old boy who admitted to set-
ting up asex club ata Reston middle school
was sentenced to 60 days in a juvenile
detention center and ordered to seek coun-
seling.

The unidentified boy said he was nick-
named “Mr. Pimp” at his school.

He will remain on probation until turn-
ing 21.

The boy confessed to the crime before
beingable toset upmeetings with boys and
girls who paid to be in his club.

e Supreme Court upholds Virginia
anti-stalking law

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed with a
series of Virginia court rulings this week
that Michael Parker broke the law by mak-
ing harassing phone calls to his ex-girl-
friend after he was convicted of stalking
her.

During his six-month sentence, Parker
made 30 phone calls to the victim.

Parker asserted the anti-stalking law
violated his free speech rights.

In a recent national survey of med school students}
78" of Kaplan
MCAT students got

into their first-
choice med school.

Translation...nearly six imes more Kaplan MCAT students got into their first-
choice med school than did their classmates who took The Princeton Review.
With results like this, it's no wonder Kaplan’s the #1 choice for MCAT prep.
Get started today. Call now!

1-800-KAP-TEST
www.kaplan.com

*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges. 11998 Survey of medl:al sludenls by
Bruskin-Goldring Research. For more details of the findings, see our website at www.kaplan.
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continued from page 1

compartmentalized into 45-50 minute in-
tervals. Students “are just starting to get
excited when the bell rings and they have
to stop what they are doing and move
someplace else,” Carter said.

In closing, Carter encouraged his audi-
ence to make a change.

“Theright time isnow, you have in your
hands the opportunity to transform the
Richmond community if you are willing to
work as a team,” he said. “That’s your

“challenge, I think you are up to the chal-
lenge because if you are not, you won’t be
here tomorrow . . . you are competing with
the world.”

Wilder also shared his views on the
issues facing urban education.

“Certainly we need smaller class sizes,
certainly we need well-paid teachers, and
certainlyweneedjobtrainingtotakeplace,”
he said.

He emphasized the need for schools to
prepare students to enter a job market
driven by technology.

“Seventy percent of jobs . . . require
technical skills,” he said. “Our approach to
vocational training has to change.”

County school systems around the re-
gion could also benefit from the sympo-
sium.

“There is a unique relationship with
cities and counties here today, but they
will not always be separate,” Wilder said.
“Eventually, inefficiency and crime will
spill over.”

During the panel discussion, the par-
ticipants voiced their approval of Carter’s
address.

“Everythingthat Dr. Cartersaid seemed
to apply to me and my classroom,”
BrocKington said. “The most important
reason for what we are here for is the
children.”

Trani also stressed the need to prepare
children for the next century. -~~~ =

“If we can’t get them that technical
training, they will not be a part of the

prosperity of the 21st century,” he said.

Questions from the audience ranged
from how to teach children without de-
meaning their parents who don’t have the
same education and how shiould Richmond
go about attracting home-buyers.

One concern from the audience dealt
with the issue of charter schools in Vir-
ginia.

“I can’t speak for Richmond,” Carter
said, “but as we prepare for the next cen-
tury, public schools will not exist the way
we now know them. If public schools are
excellent, they have nothing to fear from
charter schools.”

The symposium attracted several VCU
students.

“I'm interested in education issues to-
day,” said Marc Johnson, a senior in politi-
cal science. “I want to see what’s going on
in the Richmond schools.”

During the panel discussion, Kenisha
Wiggs, a junior in mass communications,
directed a question to Trani.

“A lot of (VCU) students are not happy
with what they’re getting ... are you asking
students what they want out of school?”

Tranisaid students were asked for their
input on all the major projects at VCU,
such asthe Stuart C. Siegel Center and the
engineering building.

VCU also “completely re-did core re-
quirements to make them more relevant
and more focused . . . to make sure your
major prepares you for your future,” Trani
said.

Wiggs later said she did not receive a
complete answer from Trani.

“I think he tried to answer the best he
could,” she said. “If more VCU students
had shown up maybe he would have taken
our views more seriously.”

Co-sponsors for the symposiumincluded
the City of Richmond, the Greater Rich-
mond Chamber of Commerce, the Rich-
mond Public Schools, the Richmond Coun-
cil of PTAs, the Richmond Education Asso-
ciation, Virginia Union University, Vir-
ginia State University and the Richmond
Tenants’ Organization.

FUNNY FACE

John Fudala, a VCU film student, clowns around. Other VCU
students also dress up as clowns in their spare time.

Charles Harmon/Commonwealth Times

Administrators brace for influx of new students

Sarah Hearney
CT STAFF WRITER

University administrators predict that
with an estimated 2,200 freshmen and
1,500 transfer students entering the uni-
versity this fall semester, they are prepar-
ing for the influx by implementing the
Academic Success Center program and
limiting Rhoadsand Johnson hallstofresh-
men.

Insufficient dormitory space can be a
problem for first-year students, but they

often face other problems in adjusting to
college life in an urban city — especially
those who come from rural areas. The
change from living in tight-knit communi-
ties to a metropolitan area can seem awe-
some and sometimes overwhelming to
them.

“Some kids from small towns are really
put off by the homeless people they see
around VCU, while we (people from Rich-
mond) take it for granted,” said John
Borgard associate dean of the College of
Humanities and Sciences.

Therefore, hesaid, the university devel-
oped programs to help students from any
background adjust to the VCU commu-
nity. As aresult, Grace Harris, provost and

vice president for academicaffairs, plans to
announce next month the fall opening of
the Academic Success Center program.

“The AcademicSuccess Center,” Borgard
said, “will be operating for the first time to
help first-year and other students with
their education.”

Since it’s a reorganization of support
services, Borgard said, he’s excited about
what the ¢enter can do for students and he
wants students to take advantage of it.

Still, even before the center opens, ad-
ministrators arereadying for the incoming
students. For instance, some work on the
Student Testing, Advising and Registra-
tion, the program required of all first-year
and transfer students that begins in June
and lasts through July.

Eric Williams, acting coordinator of the
new student programs office, called the
program a nuts-and-bolts activity that in-
troduces students to the university’s ser-
vices.

The three-pronged S.T.A.R. program
includes required testing in areas such as
foreign language and math, advising for
courseselection and registering for classes,

During New Student Orientation, a
three-day program in late August, new-
comers can see and learn more about the

university campus, academic services and
themore than 170 registered student orga-
nizations.

Although not mandatory, the orienta-
tion offers students a tour of the school’s
facilities and activities like last year’s Ca-
sino Night.

“We are trying to make NSO a program
with both academic and social activities,”
Williams said. “Some introductory com-
puter classes may be offered to new stu-
dents during this summer’s NSO.”

When students later visit the Organiza-
tion and Services Fair they can quench
their thirst for knowledge about college
activities by checking on VCU’s organiza-
tions, fraternities and sororities that pro-
vide information and sign-up sheets at
their tables in the Commons Plaza.

Sincejust being on a college campus can
frighten freshmen, some establish friend-
ships through Freshman Interest Groups.

“A FIG consists of three or four courses
with the same 20 students in each class,”
said Marcia Zwicker, director of the aca-
demicadvisingoffice. “Students are able to
make friends and form study groups with
their classmates.”

Everyfall semester, each academiccam-
pus school provides these interest groups

for first-year students.

“The goals of the program are to create
a learning community with other people
going through the same experience, give
students someone to call for notes if they
missed class and also help people feel com-
fortable at VCU,” said Jean Yerian, associ-
ate dean for student affairs.

Attending VCU 101, a one-credit 10-
week class mostly for freshman became
evident in almost every interest group.

“VCU 101 is a student-success type of
course that updates students in college-
learning skills,” Yerian said, “and teaches
what the university is like while also dis-*
cussing life-management skills.”

Many students in courses such as biol-
ogy find themselves drowning in a sea of
faces in an auditorium style classroom.
Because of this, student failure rates in
such large classes sometimes rank higher
than in non-auditorium style classes.

To curb these low grades, VCU offers
individual help to students through its
Supplemental Instruction program.

“Upperclass students thathavealready
taken a course such as biology go to every
class and form study groups with students

FRESHMAN continued to page 5>
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On display

Gina Lofaro/Commonwealth Times

Displays of student art work, like the ones pictured, are common
sights in the Theresa Pollack Building.

FRESHMEN

continued from page 3

such large classes sometimes rank higher
than in non-auditorium style classes.

To curb these low grades, VCU offers
individual help to students through its
Supplemental Instruction program.

“Upperclass students thathavealready
taken a course such as biology go to every
class and form study groups with students
new to the class,” Borgard said.

“Research shows that group study is
good. They really help each other and you
see more and more of it these days.”

- Yerian said she’s also seen statistics
favoring supplemental instruction.

“Some courses are just simply difficult,”
she said.

“Out of all students enrolled in biology
courses in fall 1996, 53 percent received a
grade of D, F or W in the class.

“The one-third of enrolled students who
voluntarily and consistently come to the SI
study groups earn one-half to a whole
letter grade higher than students who do
not attend.”

Nonetheless, whenit comestoprograms
for first-year students, Yerian called VCU
aschool among schools in the mainstream
of educational learning-skills.

ELECTIONS

continued from page 1

sity hasn’t made it clear what that money
will be used for. Students want to know,
and we don’t have answers to give. Noone
has any idea how it will be spent.”

If voter turnout is indicative of any-
thing, it shows students want information
and representation on these issues. Voter
turnoutincreased thisyear fromlastyear’s
nearly 700 votes this year, said Rachel
Skyer, co-adviser to SGA’s Election’s
Commitee.

“Thepresidential debate wentverywell,”
she said, citing it as providing an open
forum.

Previous involvement in student orga-
nizations also may have helped improve
the turnout for the candidates. William
Duvall, associate vice provost and dean for
student affairs, said the candidates who
ran for office were involved with other
large student organizations such as the
Black Caucus and the Interfraternity Coun-
cil.

Skyer noted that this year was just the
second year students could cast their votes
on a computerized system. Voters swiped
their VCU ONE cards or provided Social
Security numbers at one of the four com-
puterized polling stations.

“This might have helped our voter turn-
out as well,” Skyer said.

Other elected 1998-99 SGA officers for
the academic campus include Maria
Michaels, assistant speaker; Justin

Gunther, speaker of the house; Brooke
Butler, clerk; and Beth Andrachek, parlia-
mentarian.

Meanwhile, Kristen Anderson will chair

. the appropriations commitee for financial

affairs; Montina McElroy will head the
appointments for senate affairs; and Minal
Patel will chair the services for student
affairs.

In addition, other commitee leaders are
Kunoor Jain of publicity for communica-
tions, Mike Menefee of governmental af-
fairs, Dhanya Puram of human relations
for community affairs and Russell deLeon
for programming. Maggy Kriebel will chair
elections.

Officers must be returning students
enrolled in an academic program for the
1998-99 school year, and they must have a
cumulative 2.0 grade point average. Fur-
thermore, they cannot be on academic
warning or probation and must gain 30
signatures to run for any SGA position.

Senators are not required to have previ-
ous experience with SGA, although Skyer
said “it is recommended.”

Serving in an elected SGA office can be
time-consuming.

“Therearehoursof meetingseachweek,”
said Duvall, an adviser to the group, “and
that individual still must stay on top of
their coursework.”

The newly elected president said time-
commitment won’t be a problem for her.

“T've scheduled my classes so that my
eveningswill be free,” Paige said, “and that
is when the meetings are.”

Time to talk

Kim Gardner, a
member of
Alpha Phi
Omega, pre-
sides over a
committe
meeting in the
commons
Wednesday.

Gina Lofaro/Commonwealth Times
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Prevent
Elder Abuse Now.

For too many older and incapacitated
adult Virginians, home is a place of
sadness. Most victims of abuse, neglect
or exploitation share housing with a
relative who is perpetrating the
mistreatment.

Reach out to older or incapacitated
adults and their families who are

_primary caregivers. Caregiver stress can
be unsafe for both the caregiver and the
person needing care.

Look and listen for signs that a
caregiver is overwhelmed with
caregiving tasks or that an older person
is overwhelmed with his/her own self
care.

Report it! Reporting suspected abuse,
neglect or exploitation means someone
may need help. Let’s help those who
need it.

T0 REPORT:
CALL YOUR LOGAL DEPARTMENT
OF SOCIAL SERVICES

MENTAL RETARDATION

HIRING
CLINIC

Hartwood Foundation, Inc.
is conducting a hiring clinic for
positions in a Group Home to be
opened in the Henrico County
area in the near future.

Positions Available
*Direct Care (F/T, P/T & Relief)*
*Management*

EXCELLENT SALARY & BENEFITS

Thursday, April 23, 1998
11:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Virginia Commonwealth University
Student Activities Center
Alumni Association Boardroom |

907 Floyd Ave., Richmond

INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED
AT THE CLINIC

If you are unable to attend, you can
still receive application materials by
calling
(703) 912-6206
or fax resume to (703) 912- 5840

Equal Opportunity Employer ;

500
SUmmer's commg
Don’t forget to
order your

Eurailpass
(/saaf Tickets.

&rea( Advice. Mice Peop

London $19
Paris $281

Prague $389
Barcelona $297

Fares are From WASHINGTON DC

TARES AXE EACH wAY, BASED ON A RT PURCHASE ARD DO HOT IRCLUDE TAXES WIOH
.GA TOTAL SETWEEN $3 AND 38D, DEPENDING OW THE OESTIMATIN. INFL STUDENT
ID anv 8 REQUIRED. FARES ARE VALID FOR OEPARTURES DN LOW SEASOR AND ARE +
SUBICT 0 Cvawce.  RESTRKTIONS APPLY.  CALL FOR OUR LOW OOMESTIE FARES AXD Y
FARES T0 OTER WORLDWIDE DESTIXATIONS.

YMIT raveks L

CIEE: Council on International
Educational Exchange

J1- 800 z COUNCIL

-
D;CVE@IV

pri esents

decks & drums

Liz Sineath
Mello-D & Rados
PCP Roadhblock

Burning Worlds

this event is part of the underground groove series , which is brought to
you by WVCW, the broken beat soundsystem and, digital moon design.

u feel you may need special accommodationsto @ dlglt
. please contact Tommy at 828-1061 by 4.24.98

ipate because of

Allot of campus rapes start here.

Whenever theres drinking or drugs. things can get out of hand.
S0 its no surprise that many campus rapes involve alcohol.

But you should know that under any circumstances. sex without
the other persons consent is considered rape. A felony. punishable
by prison. And drinking is no excuse.

Thatss why. when you party: its good to know what vour limits are.
You see. a little sobering thought now can save you from a big
problem later.
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Robert Downey Jr.  Heather Graham  Natasha Gregson Wagner

‘EROTICALLY CHARGED!

A lively and unpredictable stunner.”

—Amy Longsdorf, PHILADELPHIA WEEKLY

"PROVOCATIVE AND AUDACIOUS.
Never

Wickedly irreverent!
Dizzying sexual

—Stephen Farber,
Thanks to his

two girlfriends,
Blake is about to learn

;; e A Im-s
& :
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el !
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Only In tHeAtreS aPril 24tn

www.foxsearchlight.com

Join your fellow students down at
The Diamond as the VCU Baseball
Team (#22 in the Nation!) takes on
the University of Virginia.

Looking for a
part-time
or summer job?

Sit back and point your browser to

www.jobsretail.com

X

Check out the wide variety of retail job opportunities
available in the metro Richmond area
without ever leaving home

AND
post your résumé online FREE

Brought to you by the
Retail Merchants Association of Greater Richmond

dirt-cheap prices on stuff students need. Like
clothing, housewares, small appliances, books,
furniture and:more. So drop on by. You'll be |
glad you did. (And so w/ill your parents.)

Hey, Dad?
Theress this really
cool shirt I want.
Could you
mavybe send me
5 cents?

)3

Our new thrift shop is the place to go to find

At Main and Meadow Streets.
Call 355-7909.
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AND

Motown’s | B9 T
- The Original

F()UR ToPsS

Tickets available at the Coliseum box
office and Ticketmaster* locations.
Phone charge: 804/262-8100.

Convenience Fee Application

‘Roll Hall of Fame Inductee

B‘zq Gtﬂs I)(m t Cr
Walk szeA Ma

}
1 ve Got You: Efnder My Skm
December 1963 (Oh met A Night)
Dawn
Save It For Me
Candy Girl
Let’s Hang On
Rag Doll
™ Sherry

~ Grease

All Hits Show

Richmond Coliseum
Tickets: $17.00 & $27.00 Concert

- A5

ﬂa(c—-fzzm.sr&ﬂ.
wwwticketmaster.com

-
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VCU alumnus speaks to students
about his Hollywood acting career

Tom Netherland
CT SpectruM EpITOR

Character actor Reynor Scheine,a 1973
VCU graduate, recently spoke to professor
Trent Nicholas’s Western Revision film
class.

The week previous to Scheine’s appear-
ance the class viewed “The Quick And The
Dead,” a 1993 western starring Sharon
Stone and Gene Hackman, a film in which
Scheine also acted.

Scheine, who played Ratsy, a typical
western riff-raff figure, had plenty to say
regarding the big-budget bust that also
featured an 18-yearold LeonardoDiCaprio.
It was “not a good script,” Scheine said.
“Gene Hackman was very upset” with how
it was written.

Though he thoroughly enjoyed the ex-
perience, which included hanging out with
Stone (“She couldn’t have been nicer” to
the cast) and other veteran cast members
such as longtime western character actors
Woody Strode and Pat Hingle, neverthe-
less “that film lost money,” the actor said.

Scheinefirstappeared onscreenin “Run-
ning,” a 1978 film starring Michael Dou-
glas. “I think I got paid $225” for the part.
Scheine has appeared in many other films,

including “My Cousin Vinny,” “Johnny
Handsome,” and “The Cable Guy.” Speak-
ing of one particular acting experience
with tough guy Charles Bronson, Scheine
noted “Everybody was afraid of him,” he
said of Bronson, though “he was great.”

Character actors can sometimes take a
beating. “I have been beat up by the best,”
Scheine said. “Kim Basinger, Drew
Barrymore, Sharon Stone...I've been beat
up by the best.” Scheine was even killed by
0.J. Simpson in the film “Naked Gun.” “I
was murdered by O.J.,” yet because the
scenewasfilmed onseparatedays,“Ididn’t
get to meet him.”

Bruce Willis, Mickey Rourke, Bill Cosby,
Chevy Chase,Jim Carrey,and Ellen Barkin
have acted on film with Scheine. Still,
dispelling with some of the glamour of his
occupation, Scheine remarked: “I acted in
three films with Barkin and never met
her.”

Scheine’slatestrole wasin the Joe Pesci/
Danny Glover film “Gone Fishin’.” Scheine
playsarather scummy campgroundsland-
lord in the film which he emphatically
noted was “really bad.”

The affable, unimposing Scheine, who
now lives in New York City, said “I love
coming back to VCU.” And indeed, profes-
sor Nicholas’ class enjoyed his brief visit.

Actor
Reynor
Scheine’s
long list of
accolades
includes a
role in the
movie
“Naked

where he is
killed by
0.J.
Simpson.
photo:
Peter S.
Martin

- _Big Band Blues

Gatemouth Brown Style

Tom Netherland
CT SpectruM EpfTor

Now in his early 70s and
celebrating his 50th year of
making records, Clarence
“Gatemouth” Brown goes retro
on his latest, “Gate Swings.”

And does he ever swing!
From the outset - on the jazzy
Brown original, “Midnight
Hour” - Gatemouth Brown
takes dandy liberties with the
instrumentation. Of 13 tunes,
6 are instrumental while the
other 7 are basically jam ses-
sions with a few lyrics thrown
in for good measure .

In the blues mode, Gate’s
performance on “Caladonia”
rivals that of B.B. King’s, no
small achievement considering
the power that King wrought
with his legendary version. On
1963’s Lenny Welch hit, “Since
IFell For You,” Brown’s lonely
interpretation aches clear to
Texas and back. On each,
Gatemouth stretched his
smoky, aged voice to its limit,

producing a couple ofhisfinest
moments in years.
Oftheinstrumentals, Count
Basie’s “One O’Clock Jump”
and Billy Strayhorn’s “Take
the ‘A’ Train” most obviously
excel, not simply due to each
tune’s status as classics, but

because Gatemouth’s tasty ar-
rangements do respectful jus-
tice to each, making his own
mark with his understated
guitar licks . Considering that
the inimitable Duke Ellington
perfected the latter, Brown
can’t be expected to bestit, but
he does evoke an era when big

band music was king.

The tunes on “Gate Swings”
all but leao off the disc and
through the speakers. Check
out Gatemouth’s fat guitar
tones on “Gate’s Blues Waltz”
and “River’s Invitation” for fur-
ther evidence. If that’s not
enough (and indeed, a blues
fan can never get enough of
Gatemouth Brown), listenhard
while his swinging arrange-
ments on the Benny Goodman/
Lionel Hampton number, “Fly-
ing Home,” all but incite one to
jitterbug ‘round thelivingroom.

Gatemouth Brown’s never
been appropriatelyhonoredlike
B.B.King. He'llneverbelinked
to any one particular segment
of the blues, like John Lee
Hooker and his Delta blues.
However, the multi-talented
Brown will forever be known
for versatility. Whether he
takes on a cajun fiddle and ac-
cordion tune, a twanging
country number or, as with
“Gate Swings”, a big band
motif, Gatemouth Brown
swings at the head of the pack.

Chaotic country style is a winner .

Juson & The Scorchers

Tom Netherland
CT SpecTrUM EDITOR

Call them country, rock, or
whatever, but as exemplified on
their latest, the double live CD
“Midnight Roads & Stages Seen,”
Jason & The Scorchers continue
to bulldoze their own scathing
peculiar way along a crowded-of-
late alternative path.

As The Clash’s country cous-
ins, Jason & The Scorchers have
long danced outside the param-
eters of mainstream acceptance.
Country radio doesn’t know them
and rock and roll can’t get past
theirtwang, yet somewherealong
the avenue of good taste an un-
derground following as diverse as
the band itself blossomed around
the band’s idiosyncratic sound,
thankfully saving the band from
extinction.

Inlieuofagreatesthits(they've
had none) album, a live set is
most appropriate, especially fora
band that has built its following
via the concert stage. Recorded
over several nights last Novem-
ber at Nashville’s legendary Exit/
In, near hits (“Golden Ball &
Chain”) and covers (“Walkin’ The
Dog”), shoulda been hits (“Going
Nowhere”) and improvisational
classics (“If You've Got The Love
(I've Got The Time)” comprise the
essence of the vast 23-song set.

New tune, “This Town Isn’t
Keeping YouDown,”onwhichlead

singer Jason Ringenberg wails
with typical abandon, resounds
in the resolute strength that has
kept the band together. Immedi-
ately thereafter, on what could be
aband motto, “Good Things Come
To Those Who Wait,” thrives in a
shroud of positivity, even in the
face of perilous circumstances.
The Mavericks’ Jerry Dale
McFadden provides keyboard ac-
companiment on several tracks,
including “Broken Whiskey
Glass,” the song that began the
band in 1981.

Rowdy, beer-bottle-flyin’inter-
pretations of Bob Dylan’s “Abso-
lutely Sweet Marie” and “Jimmie
Rodgers’ Last Blue Yodel” finely
translate to record the rambunc-
tious feel of a Scorchers concert,
while band chestnut, “Ocean Of
Doubt,” augmented by Don
Herron’s (of BR5-49) sweetly
swaying fiddle and Warner
Hodges’ acoustic guitar, brings
the Scorchers’ country elements
tothe fore. Likewise, the two-step-
ping “Pray For Me Momma (I'm A
Gypsy Now)” and the harmonica
laced “Somewhere Within” make
the case that Jason & The Scorch-
ers are, indeed, country.

Turn it on, turn it up and keep
itloud, longtimehipsters Jason &
The Scorchers’ moshpit country
live retrospective comes at a time
when country could use afew jolts
of down home recklessness and
chaos.
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this month:

What's cooking

MARKETPLAC

What's in store
this month:

PRETZELS PLUS
Fresh — Never Frozen
Regular pretzel
& med. drink $1.99
Try our delicious new items —
Macaroni Salad or
Potato Salad .79¢ each

CAPTAINK’S
Captain K’S Burger,
sm. Fries & sm. drink $4.99

DRAGON WOK
Lunch Half & Half with
plain fried rice $4.50

GOURMET CHICKEN
Grilled Chicken Fillet Sandwich,
sm fries & med. drink $4.55
Chicken Fajita Plattler with rice
served over Fajita Bread
& med. dr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>