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Stricter parking enforcement in
Academic Campus, Fan, Carytown

Official ‘concerned for safety’ of parking officers

April Duran
CT Associate News Eprmor

Although part-time student John
Netto has a single class for three days
every week from 9-10 a.m., he usually
gets to campus by 7:30 to get free on-
street parking.

“That’swhenit’seasier tofind aspace,”
he said.

Despitetheinconvenience, Nettosaid
he does not mind since he gets a chance
to have some coffee and study before
class. He does miss the extra time for
snoozing, he said.

‘When asked of his opinion about the
parking enforcement on campus, he was
a bit more cynical.

“They’re too strict — less compassion-
atetowardsstudents,” Nettosaid. “Their
goal is to nail you, not to direct students
to safer parking spots.”

Since Tuesday there has been an in-
crease in parking enforcement in
Carytown and the Fan by the privately-
contracted Central Parking, said
Brannon Atkinson, public information
officer for the city.

More than 20 agents, up from nine,
are targeting illegal parking all over the
city, especially in timed areas on
Franklin, Main and Cary streets. There
are six agents assigned to the Fan area,
one or two of which cover VCU, said
Brandon Stewart, operations manager
for CPS. He also cites focus on areas to
the west of Lombardy Street.

“This is a good time for change,”
Stewart said.

What should VCU students expect?

Look for “more consistent enforce-
ment,” Atkinson said. “(Previously it)
has been spotty because they had to
rotate areas, due to a limited number of
people,” he said.

Complaints about vehicles without
Fan parking permits staying beyond the
two-hour time limit have poured in, he
said, from residents of the lower Fan, the
area adjacent to the western edge of the
Academic Campus.

The city is concerned and is trying to
appease both sides without penalizing
anybody in particular, Atkinson said.

For example, CPS agents now use
hand-held computers to check the record

of a license plate number of a vehicle in
violation. State law authorizes towing
from public spots for three outstanding
tickets, yet the city allows a grace period
for the fourth ticket and tows on the fifth.
Thisleniencyis not cheap. He cites more
than 6,500 current cases of five or more
outstandingtickets, whichisuncollected
revenue.

On the flip side, the city is trying to
resolve some parking congestion in ar-
eas where people want to conduct busi-
ness, or in areas where residents must
share on-street parking with others.
Atkinson cautioned that this situation
may become even more problematicsince
approximately 1,000 new apartments
are under construction as part of the
city’s growth and development.

“Parking is one of the things people
(associate) with convenience. How dowe
accomodate,” he asked, “for (future resi-
dential) parking? We want VCU stu-
dents to avoid any problems,” Atkinson
continued, “since parkingtickets are hard
on the budget.”

This parking situation proves to
be more than just a financial burden

IT'S ADOG’S
WORLD.

Students were
not the only
animals who
took advantage
of the mild
weather. Thai
and graduate
student Tim
Wilson played
yesterday
afternoon in the

Commons Plaza.

to some students.

Senior marketing major Mia Cannon
has never been towed but has been tick-
eted five times. She recalled an incident
when she got a green envelope for park-
ing on Franklin Street, as did all the
other cars in that area. The problem
arose when she realized the envelope
was empty . It took over a month to clear
the issue up.

“It was a real inconvenience, at least
I didn’t have to pay it,” she said, “but it
was a big waste of time.”

She also recalled a policeman with a
“bad attitude” during another incident.

“Hewasmore concerned with higsense
of duty than in helping students,” Can-
non said. “It’s terrible here —— more
spaces would mean less problems.”

She was very concerned that thelack
of sufficient parking was making the
students act aggressive toward each
other. She cited mid-street U-turns,
frenzied cut-offs and smug attitudes asa
“dangerous and hostile situation.”

“This just puts students at risk for
accidents,” she said.

Some feel thatincreased enforcement
will alleviate some of these issues.

“The only ones who will be hurt are
those that abuse it by parking long-term
in spots not designed for it,” Atkinson
said. “The safest alternativeis to try off-
street parking in a VCU lot or deck, or
another option is the city’s bus service,
(which is free for VCU students).”

Three officers refused to comment on
the issue and Stewart said he would not
allow them to speak tothe press. Hesaid
recentissues not having to do with park-
ing could possibly jeopardize the safety
of the officers.

“They have a difficult job asitis and I
don’t want to make it any harder,” he
said.

If your car is towed from a public
or private area call the Rich-
mond Police Department’s
communication desk at 780-
6718.

For questions about public
parking enforcement call Cen-
tral Parking Systems at 649-
7718.

For schedule information call the
Greater Richmond Transit }
Company at 358-GRTC.
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News of the Weird

¢ Bee mine

A swarm of Africanized bees attacked a
Mexican elementary school, sending two
teachers and 10 children to the hospital
with stings.

People evacuated the area of Acapulco
after theenormous numbersofbeeslanded
on school grounds.

- Inrecentyears,anumberofpeoplehave
died from large numbers of insect stings in
Argentina and Costa Rica.

The bees, hybrid of European honey-
bees and an aggressive African import,
become easily provoked to attack.

After introduced to Brazil in 1956, 26
colonies escaped a forest near Sao Paulo
and have traveled steadily at about 300
miles a year through Latin America.

In 1990 the bees reached Texas.

¢ Say no to sex toys

No more vibrators!

That’s what the Alabama Legislature
said last year after they outlawed strip
clubs and the sale of sex enhancers.

Sherri Williams and other women took
the state to court with the help of the
American Civil Liberties Union. The group
said the ban violates their rights to pri-
vacy.

Ifcaught selling such items as vibrators
or special condoms, the vendor could re-
ceive a $10,000 fine.

“They set out to eliminate strip clubs,
but along the way they snuck in sex toys,”

Williams said. “Not only did they take
away your entertainment, but when they
were done they also took away your right
to entertain yourself.”

The ACLU also stated that physicians
could legally prescribe Viagra to Alabama
women, but women could not legally ob-
tain items to help experience sexual plea-
sure.

¢ Don’t drop the ball until 2001

“If the start of the 21st century and the
third millennium were setin 2000, it would
mean that there would have been only 99
years during one of the last centuries,”
said researcher Xie Baocheng of the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences.

That’s right. Chinese scientist decided
the millennium begins on Jan. 1, 2001
instead of 2000 by basing their conclusion
on the Gregorian calendar. According to
the calendar, the first century began at
year one.

This, however, does not affect the year
2000 problem.

e Bath burial

Afterthreeyearsinabathtub, someone
finally found the deceased Spanish woman.

A family member decided to check-up
on the 71-year-old retired nurse after rela-
tives became angry when the woman did
not show up to her brothers’ funerals.

Madrid police said shedied in her tubat
least 18 months ago and as long as three
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years ago.

Friends and neighbors called on police
after theyhad notseen her for months. The
police knocked on the door and left.

¢ Reach out and ream someone

A former telephone marketing re-
searcher turned artist has lashed out at
people whowere rude tohim while working
in the position.

Canadian Les Newman of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, reeked vengeance upon his en-
emies by opening an art gallery consisting
of pages of telephone numbers of people
who were disrespectful when he called to
solicit their opinions on a number of con-
sumer products. ;

“The show doesn’t have a title. But it's
subtitled, ‘All the phone numbers of rude
assholes whotried to make me feel like shit
while I tried to make my living as a tele-
phone marketresearcherin October 1998,”
Newman said.

Some debate has been kindled among
Canadians by the growing amount of mar-
ket research and business solicitation by
telephone in recent years.

Newman, who is currently on holiday
from hisjob, said he was unsureifhe would
have ajob once his employer got word of his
art show, set to run for the next month. Yet
in still, he shows no sign of remorse for his
actions.

“It’s an opportunity for revenge,” he
said.

Write for
the CT!!
Call 828-
1058 or
drop by
room
1149 in
the
Temple
Building

Come to the SGA

Candidate
Forum

Ask your presidential and vice-
presidential candidates about their goals
and ideas for the upcoming year!
VCUj<

STUDENT GOYERNMENT ASSOCIATION

The Forum will be held on February 23",
in the Commons Lobby from 12 —1:30.

VCU is an equal opportunityaffirmative action it
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Body Fair aims for awareness

Tracey Wainwright
CT News Eprtor

Where can you receive a massage,
make a stress balloon and eat Cracker
Jacks?

The Body Fair, that’s where.

By the time students walked out of
the Commonwealth Ballroom Monday,
they had the opportunity to gather infor-
mation on nutrition, exercise and stress
management -- all through a kickoff of
Body Acceptance Week sponsored by the
Office of Health Promotions.

“Body Acceptance Week is a subset of
thenational Eating Disorder Awareness
Week,” said Sandra L. Thomsen, health
educator and coordinator of a nutrition
and body acceptance peer-education
group. “Itis our way of celebrating what
the body can do and (sharing) ways of
taking care of ourselves.”

The diverse exhibits at the fair fo-
cused on the week’s subtitle -- “Uniting
the mind, body and spirit.”

A collage of photos submitted by fash-
ion merchandising students depicting
various faces and bodies covered the wall
behind Karen M. Guthrie’s body-image
table.

“We will fill the wall up with beautiful
images that (don’t) have to fit one stan-
dard,” said Guthrie, associate professor
of fashion design and merchandising.
“The fashion business tends to focus on
one standard -- very tall and skinny --
(that is) a very unrealistic image. It is
the responsibility of the next generation
of fashion professionals to come up with
a healthy body image.”

Garland Gravely, junior and fashion
design major, said the same applies to
male stereotypes.

“The magazines (say) that we all have

to look like Arnold Schwarznegger or
Sylvester Stallone,” Gravely said. “Why
not just show the flaws?”

In addition to building healthy body
perceptions, the fair focused on stress
management with counselors, a mas-
seuse and stress balloons.

Students filled balloons with flour to
make stress-relief toys. Victoria
Richardson, freshman and pre-physical
therapy major, said she took stress very
well, but midterms posed more stress
than usual.

“Idon’t let things get to me too much,”
shesaid. “I take a nice hot shower and lie
down, but I might bust this (balloon) by
midterms.”

Others at the fair, such as freshman
Ebony Allen, said exercise helped them
to relieve everyday tension.

“Thave excess energy, and it getsrid of
that,” said Allen, an employee at Cary
Street Recreational Facilities. “I just
feel better.”

Information on other recreational fa-
cilities decorated tables at the fair to
show the importance of exercise in a
healthy- lifestyle. Outdoor Adventure
Program fliers offered alternative means
of physical activity -- other than visiting
a gymnasium or pool.

Martha Henley, registered dietician,
opened her knowledge of exercise and
nutrition to visitors.

Accordingtoherflier,sheranked aero-
bic exercise, such as running, swimming
or even intramural sports, as a priority
along with healthy eating.

“In college students’ lives,” she said,
“there are a lot of barriers to keep some
from eating well, but they can be over-
come.”

Even with a time-demanding sched-
ule, Henley said students still need to eat

three meals a day and snacks if neces-
sary. She added that students could
choose healthy foods in every eatery in
the University Student Commons.

“Hipsnacks”inthe Commons, accord-
ing to her flier, include such items as
hamburgers, cheese pizza, fruit, grilled
chicken salad, bagels and yogurt.

“The best thing students can do is to
take food with them,” Henley advised,
“such as a fruit bar or an apple.”

In relation to nutrition, the Office of
Health Promotion, University Counsel-
ing Services and Overeaters Anonymous
offered programs to aid those who suffer
with eating disorders.

Hope (last name retained for animos-
ity), chairwoman of OA’s public-infor-
mation committee, said the group works
with all types of eating problems.

“We believe our problem is a three-
fold problem,” Hope said, “dealing with
the emotional, spiritual and physical
aspects. We are not a diet club; we
encourage nutrition.”

Along with outside support groups,
students can seek on-campus help for
eating disorders ornutritional questions
with the nutrition and body acceptance
peers and counseling services.

Counseling services helped with not
only nutritional matters but stress man-
agement as well. Students at the fair
received stressdotstomonitor theirstress
levels during a typical day.

Ana Sullivan, psychology intern with
counseling services, said the dot turns
darker as you become more stressed.

“As one becomes stressed,” she said,
“the circulation is constricted and one’s
temperature goes down. The dot be-
comes darker when the body tempera-
ture decreases.”

Sullivan said counseling services of-

fers individual and group sessions to
deal with problems.

“We just try to get people to come in
before their stress peaks,” she said.

In addition to the stress-dot test, stu-
dents took part in other interactive op-
portunities at the Phi Mu sorority table.

Phi Mu member Jaime Swingley
urged visitors to draw their idea of the
most healthy body.

“We want to stress to people that
there is more than what’s outside of the
body,” Swingley said, “and you can love
all shapes and sizes.”

While some drew images with mark-
ers,others wrote whattheyenjoyed about
the person they most admire at an Office
of Health Promotions table.

Corrine House, peer educator, sat be-
hind the table decorated with pink cards
on which students composed brief de-
scriptions of the people they most ad-
mired.

“We are trying to get people to realize
that they don’t pick someone for what
they look like,” House said, “but for their
nonphysical qualities.”

The fair’s diverse exhibits allowed its
visitors to take a timeout from academ-
ics to focus on physical and mental-
health management.

“Appreciate what your body can do and
accept it as it is,” Thompson explained.
“Then you can maximize its potential in-
stead of spending time hating it.”

One student provided a male per-
spective of the fair, the attendees of
which were predominantly female.

“Ithinkitisinformation that needsto
get out there,” said Garland Gravely, a
junior fashion merchandising major.
“People need to be taught that a 300-1b.
woman can be just as beautiful as a 90-
Ib. female. It is all about inner beauty.”

Brian Hamman
THE STUDENT LIFE
(WasHINGTON U.-St.Louis)

(U-WIRE) ST. LOUIS — The first
round of a court battle between the
Ku Klux Klan and the University of
Missouri at St. Louis, which holds
the broadcasting license for KWMU-
FM, has ended with a decision in
favor of the radio station. U.S. Magis-
trate Judge Thomas C. Mummert
ruled that the station was within its
rights when it decided to refuse un-
derwriting dollars from the KKK.

“This is a positive ruling for public
broadcasting nationally because there
would be a loss of support from indi-
vidual and businesses for public
broadcasting throughout the coun-
try,” said Patricia Bennett, general
manager of the station, which is a

local affiliate of National Public Ra-
dio.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re-
ported that Mummert ruled that
while the KKK’s proposed promo-
tional statement did not violate
KWMU’s underwriting guidelines,
the station is not obliged to accept
underwriting donations from every-
one.

Robert Herman, lawyer for the
KKK, filed suit against UMSL last
October after KWMU refused to ac-
cept a donation from the KKK to
underwrite four episodes of “All
Things Considered,” a popular after-
noon radio news program. In return
for underwriting the program, the
KKK would have received 15 seconds
for a promotional statement, which
would have said that the program
was sponsored in part by the KKK, “a

College radio station sued for refusing
KKK promotional statement

white Christian organization, stand-
ing up for the rights and values of
white Christian Americans since
1865.” =

Mummert’s most recent ruling fol-
lowed his decision last fall to deny
the Klan’s request for an injunction
that would have required the station
to air the promotional message until
the start of the trial.

Herman claimed that the station,
licensed by a public institution, cre-
ated a public forum for speech by
“opening up a portion of its broadcast
for a third-party speech.” Herman
argued that the station violated the
First Amendment when it declined
the donation on the basis of the
group’s views.

Bennett claimed that aligning with
the Klan would hurt that station fi-
nancially by driving away other po-

-has inertia,” Herman said.

tential donors. The Post-Dispatch re-
ported that KWMU relies on under-
writing money for about 22

percent of its $1.8 million budget.

“Now, more than ever, public
broadcasting relies on the support of
corporations and individuals to fund
its operations,” Bennett said.

The battle is not over yet. Herman
hasfiled an appeal, which could bring
the case to the Eighth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Herman said he was not surprised
by the lower courtruling and believes
that the case could be solved by the
court of appeals or the U.S. Supreme
Court.

“Youreally have got to have strong
principles to do this because it cuts
against what most people perceive as
common sense, and the status quo
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Here we
are now,
entertain us

Question 1:

Are you satisfied with on-
campus entertainment?

Question 2:

Why or why not?
Question 3:

What, if anything, should

be done to improve the
situation?

MORE ON PAGE 12

Q1: Moderately
dissatisfied.

Q2: It seems that
| they’re focused on
certain groups.

Q3: Better
organization, more
input from the
students. I think
(VCU) wants to do
what they want to do.
The SGA does do a
good job.

Lu Duong; anthro ologgl, info
systems, pre-med; sophomore

Q1: Dissatisfied.

| Q2: I don’t know of
. any entertainment.

|
| Q3: Better advertising
. of what they do have.

| More student
entertainment.

Andy Weiss, information
systems, junior

Pot Shots

B Q1: No opinion.
|

Q2: 'm hardly ever on
campus.

Q3: I wouldn’t be able
to say.

= Q1: Moderately
issatisfied.

2: I don’t know of
. anything that’s going
on.

Q3: Fliers,
| posters...better
| advertising.

Ryan Osborrrn'e,r undecided,
fre;hman

Q1: Dissatisfied.

Q2: I didn’t know
there was
entertainment being
offered on campus.

Q3: VCU could get a
band or a concert in
here.

Mark Cosby, business
administration, junior

Q1: Satisfied.

Q2: We have plenty of
programming.

Q3: It depends on the student
organization.

Phu Tran, biology, senior

Compiled by CT Spectrum Editor
Tom Netherland

Q1: Dissatisfied.

Q2: It’s (music
entertainment) limited to
one genre, exclusive to hip-
hop and r & b. School is too
(politically correct).

Q3: More communication. I
don’t know how to get
involved. Tell me how to get
involved.

Elbe d’Oliveira, undecided,

freshman

Q1: Dissatisfied.
Q2: It sucks.

Q3: We need better shit.

John Carpenter, undecided,
sophomore

Q1: Dissatisfied.

Q2: For one, because we have a
lot of local talent — Richmond
and school talent — and it’s not
allowed to be expressed. It’s
hard to get a spot (for
performing) on campus.

Q3: The radio station could step
up the voice. We basically could
be the foundation.

Joshua Dowell, psychology,
junior

Q1: Dissatisfied.
Q2: There isn’t any.

Q3: We need more money to
put into stuff.

Eric King, business, sophomore
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Are high credit card
rates increasing the
cost of =)
your

purchases?

A Virginia Credit Union credit
card could save you money

Just transfer balances from higher rate credit cards to your new
VACU Visa® or Mastercard®. You'll lock in a rate of 9.96% APR
on all purchases and transfers made in the first 90 days until
they're paid off. For transactions made after that the rate is a low
fixed rate of 13.96% APR. Use your new VACU Visa or
MasterCard to make big purchases, or transfer over high credit
card balances from elsewhere, and save yourself some money.

Special Benefit.

Many credit cards have introductory 2
rates that go up on their entire balance

after a few months. Our rate is locked

in on all purchases made in the first 90

days until they are paid off! This can

save you a lot of money!

No Annual Fee.

Unlike many other cards,
VACU has no annual fee.

Easy To Apply.

Apply over the phone, online orin a
branch — we make it easy. VACU
membership is required. You can apply
for membership and a credit card at the
same time.

Apply Today!
WWW.vacu.org
804-323-6800

Virginic Credit Union

VCU students, employees and their inmediate family are eligible to join.
VACU is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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You cant

prepare

for where

the truth

will take you.

Aft e JOEL SCHUMACHER

It’s coming
Feb. 24 - March 2, 1999

=¥
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- good riddance’
An open letter to

Michael R.

I have watched with amusement as
you've ranted and raved during your first
semester here about how mighty and won-
derful you are. I think you probablymade
a good decision in leaving the mass com-
munications program, because you've
burned so many bridges here I think you
would be in for three years of hell.

““You view yourself as brave and stand-
ing up to the big guys, being the only one
with enough guts to talk trash about the
top administrators. While we were all
displeased about the loss of accreditation,
your lack of professionalism or even an
understanding of the complexity of the
issuesisunmatched. Youarecertainly the
king of ignorance and naivete.

I guess in your three or four years of
“professional experience” you probably
learned everythingyoucould havelearned
hereanyway. What wereyou, a high school
special correspondent for the Richmond
paper? An occasional free-lancer? A year-
book editor? That was a great start, but
theimage you've been trying togiveis that
you've been doing real reporting, that
you've been a staff writer doing work on

Dickinson

your own.Iwould have thought in that time
you would have improved your grammar,
spelling and ‘punctuation. Your submis-
sions to the CT and your platform for
exeutive editor were full of mistakes and
ignorantegoism. And what about your won-
derfully flawed free-lance sports story for
the T-D recently? Numerous factual er-
rors? You haven't even learned the basics.
And in case youdon’t know, journalists who
don’t show up are shabby. For all of your
high and mighty talk before you tried to be
an editor for the CT, you didn’t even show
up for the election. Maybe it’s because you
knew you didn’t have a chance, but why
didn’t you act like a man and come to
rescind yourapplication? No follow-through
but you sure do know how to babble.
Goodbye and good riddance.

David S. Brooks
Senior
Mass Communications

(Editor’s note: Michael R. Dickinson was a
candidate for executive editor of the CT but
did not appear for the Nov. 19, 1998 special
election and received only one vote from
the staff.)

Justin Wilson

‘When you go out to a nice restaurant
and plunk down $40-50 for dinner you
expect your dinner to be delivered in a
prompt manner.

Often, if it’s a few minutes late, you
will complain and the waiter will give
you a discount on your dinner.

What would happen if your dinner
were about a year late?

Pretend that instead of a restaurant,
it is Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, and instead of a dinner you were
waiting for a 7,500-seat multi-purpose
sports arena.

For the past six months we have sat
around and awaited the new stadium’s
formal introduction. At first the Stuart
C. Siegel Center was to open last sum-
mer. Then the opening was moved up to
ithe middle of the season. Now, we are
left with absolutely no games in the new
arena this season. Instead, we must all
continue waiting until a belated intro-
duction to the VCU community next fall
when the basketball season commences.

Every once in a while the local Rich-
mond media will do a story about how
the arena will be delayed another few
months. They will show an interview
with VCU Athletic Director Richard
Sander, who will shrug off the delay as
just “bad luck” and “unforeseen circum-
stances.” Frankly, as a student at this
institution, I am little frustrated.

VCU spent over $29 million to build
this arena and just like a dinner at a

Where is the Siegel Center?

restaurant, I can’t see waiting this long
for it. Why hasn’t the athletic depart-
ment explained to the students what the
reason for the delay is?

Why haven’t they addressed the pri-
vate donors who helped foot the bill for
the arena? At least the waiter will tell
youthatthekitchenisunderstaffed when
your meal is slow!

Instead we have been met with men’s
basketball games at the University of
Richmond in front of crowds that barely
rival local little league games. Our team
has not had a home, and nobody has
takenaccountability for this. Whatabout
the lost revenue from all of the people
whowould have attended the games had
it been in the new stadium as antici-
pated? What about the lost concessions
those peoplewould have generated? What
about the intangibles— like how much
better the team would have done with a
real “home” stadium?

These are the things that are not be-
ing addressed. Instead of shrugging

off the media, the athletic director
needs to be addressing the students and
explaining why this happened! Was it
incompetence on behalf of the contrac-
tor? Did VCU choose the wrong contrac-
tor?

We as the customers need to have
those questions — among others — an-
swered.

Silence will not do!

The Technician (N.C. State University) -- (U-Wire)

National
Condom Week
a time for
awareness

In light of National Condom Week,
manufacturers should reevaluate market-
ing condom products to the public.

This week is National Condom Week. In
light of the holiday, students should con-
sider the importance of safe sex in order to
prevent the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases, AIDS and pregnancy. More im-
portantly, the condom industry might want
toreevaluate the availability of their prod-
ucts to the public.

According to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, 85 percent of male teenagers
and 76 percent of female teenagers in the
United States have had sexual intercourse
by the age of 19. The percentage of sexually
activestudentsincreasesdramatically with
each year of age. These statistics prove
that there is a growing need for contracep-
tives as well as an increasing market tor
them. Yet, why do stores that sell condoms
behind counters make buying them an
embarrassing experience?

A recent survey by the Center for Popu-
lation Options in Washington indicated
thatonly 13 percent of stores sold condoms,
and in another only 33 percent of condoms
were kept behind the counter. The survey

also found that teenage females, 40 per-
cent of the time, faced resistance or con-
demnation from store clerks when they
requested condoms. Perhaps the industry
should reorganize where they display their
products in order to make it more conve-
nient for people, especially teenagers, and
less embarrassing to buy condoms.

When using a condom properly during
intercourse, about three out of every 100
women are expected to get pregnant. Not
only that, but latex condoms act as a bar-
rier to a wide variety of viruses, bacteria
and otherinfectious particles. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, in the United States, someone is
infected with HIV every 13 minutes. CDC
estimates that 65 percent of these AIDS
cases can be attributed tosexual contact. If
anything, such statistics provide all the
more reason why the industry should seri-
ouslyrestructure the way in which condoms
are sold. Condom businesses should re-
market their products so that they are
easily accessible and sold with little to no
embarrassment. Thiswould makeimprove-
ments in the battle against AIDS, teen
pregnancy and the transmission of STDs.

The Commonwealth Times
welcomes guest
editorials. Bring them by
our offices in Temple 1149.
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© V(U's Moric-Elena Calle was named the CAX's
cross country athlete of the year by the league’s
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Grand opening
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X

Mary F. Franke/Commonwealth Times

FINALLY. VCU unveiled the Stuart C. Siegel Center on Monday. The stadium was origi-
nally slated to open last summer, but construction delays pushed the opening back

several months.

Rams shooting to
avoid winless trip

George Templeton
CT SporTs EpITOR

Lately it seems like the VCU women’s
basketball team hasn’t just hit the wall,
the Rams have smashed into it.

Mired in a 1-5 slump VCU may have hit
its low point when Richmond, a team the
Rams yvhipped 88-74 a month before, ran
the VCU off the court 83-60.

“We're in slump that we haven’t pulled
out of,” said sophomore guard Alyssa
McKenna. “Weplayedarivaland Ithought
-we would be pumped up. It looked like we
gave up out there.”

'VCU coach David Glass said he was
shocked and disappointed with VCU’s play
against Richmond.

Glass explained different reasons for
VCU’s problems

“We’re playing on the road a lot,” Glass
said. “When you look at the big picture
winning on the road in this league is very
difficult.

“We don’t have Marika (Rasmussen,
who is out for the year with a knee injury).
We've have been a grind it out team from
the start and we have come from behind a
lot this year, eventually it wears on you.”

One particular problem for VCU is re-
bounding. Conference opponentshave out-

rebounded the Rams by an average of 5.6
per game. Richmond out-rebounded VCU
61-42 last Friday.

“We have had to play with three small
guards since Marika’s injury,” Glass said.
“Against certain teams we need to be very
scrappy because of the match-up problems
we face with asmalllineup. Wewould have
played with three frontcourt playersin the
lineup if Marika was healthy.”

Another problem for VCU (6-7, 9-14)
that wasn’t a problem early in the season
was second half defense. In VCU’s first
meetingwith American, the Ramsheld the
Eagles to 18 percent shooting in the second
half. In the second meeting AU shot 48
percent in the second half, leading AU
coach Jeff Thatcher to call it an offensive
explosion.

In the first game against UNC
Wilmington, they shot 23 percent in the
second half, to help the Rams turn a nine-
point deficit into a 16-point victory.

Contrast that with the losses against
George Mason where the Patriots shot 55
percent in the second half and 60 percent
for the game in the second meeting.

“Halftimeis aboutadjusting,”McKenna
said. “Other teams are adjusting to us at
halftime and we’re not adjusting enough to
them.”

Siegel
Center
unveiled

Call it VCU’s on-campus arena. Or call
it the Siegel Center, or ALLTEL Arena, or
ALLTEL Arena at the Siegel Center. One
thing is for sure, it’s finally open.

Monday thenew homeofthe VCUmen’s
and women’s basketball team was shown
off complete with its retractable seating,
40,000 square-foot maple court, game clocks
in the locker rooms, and 7-by-9 foot video
screens.

“It’s disappointing not being here,” said
VCU Athletic Director Richard Sander.
“But it’s like going to the doctor to get a
shot. It'snot pleasant, but onceit’s over you
forget about it and think about all the
positives.”

VCU announced Monday that ALLTEL
signed on to a 10-year sponsorship agree-
ment worth $2 million.

The recreational facilities will be open
March 5 and the athletic department fa-
cilities will open a month later.

VCU plans to hold graduation ceremo-
nies at the Siegel Center in May.

The VCU men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams will open up the new arena on
Nov. 19 with the women facing West Vir-
ginia and the men taking on Louisville.

— Compiled from news sources

Team UrcomiNG EVENTS Notes
MEN’s BASKETBALL Fe. 20 rgc,,lz\sAza The vRarIns havi gualranteed they
won't play in the play-in game
(I 3-1 4, 7'7) " TOURNAMENT | thig yegr.y i
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(9' 1 4» 6'7) matchups earlier this year.
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