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Bonfire tragedy unites school 
Karen Brandon 

CHiCAGO TI<IBUNE STAFr WRITER 

COLLEGE STATION, Texas-Thedecision to enroll 
a t Texas A&M Univers ity can never be made lightly, for 
it means far more than choosing a school. It means 
choos ing a n identity. 

Being a n Aggie forever defin es you. It confers a 
certain social standing, authorizes entry into a certain 
business network and guarantees that despite theschoo!'s 
high academic reputation you will serve as the bu tt of 
withering jokes . 
• "I a lways knew I was going to A&M no matter what ," 
said Rachel McDow, a sophomore w ho didn't apply to a ny 
other school, and now wears the same khaki uniform 
worn 25 years earlier by her fa ther , who raised her on 
A&M tales. "That 's how it starts," she said, thi nking 
back on his stories, "and then it's in your blood." 

Last week, th e world gl impsed what it means to be an 
Aggie, when revered t radition and unprecedented t rag­
edy coll ided. Shortly before 3 a .m. 'Phursday, the 
university's famed bonfire stack-a towering mass of 
logs and object of student passion-collapsed, kill ing 11 

students and one recent graduate, and injuring 27 oth­
ers. 

Funerals began Saturday, with services in the Hous­
ton suburb of Bellaire for Nathan Scott West , a sopho­
more oceanography major. 

Twovictim s remained in critica l condition~while three 
were in serious condition. 

Waiting rooms near the campus were crowded with 
students Saturday as they offered blood, sympathy and 
su pport for those still hospitalized. Up to 40 students 
have maintained a 24-hour vigi l at St. Joseph Regional 
Medica l Center . 

At Thursday evening's memoria l, conducted while 
two victi ms sti"Illay trapped beneath the massive pile of 
logs, students spontaneously closed the service. by sing­
ing "Amazing Grace." As the wind-w hipped night wore 
on, with cranes painstakingly pI ucking away logs stacked 
on the flat grassy plain called the polo fie lds, sorori ty 
women passed through the vigil of several. thousand 
students and town,speople, offering sandwiches, fried 
chicken, cookies a nd solace. One teary-eyed student 
stopped here and there offering sweaters and sweatshirts 

Texas A&M, contillued to page 3 

Robotics competition comes to VCU 
Sarah Edwards 

CT R EPORTER 

VCU's School of Engineering and NASA Langley 
Research Center will sponsor the FIRST (For Inspira­
tion and Recognition of Science and Technology) Robot­
ics Competition at the Siegel Center March 16-18, 2000. 
VCU will be one often regional host sites, with the others 
scattered throughout the United States. 

Virginia Secretary of Technology Donald Upson said, 
"It is uniquely fitting that our commonwealth, recog-

nized by many as one ofthe leading high-tech centers in 
the world, showcases an event that will attract the 
engineers and scientists of tomorrow." 

Robert Hammond, director of FIRST Robotics Com­
petition commented Friday that VCU's "extraordinary 
school and fantastic facilities" would bring teams to 
compete all the way from Philadelphia to Florida. 

VCU School of Engineering Dean Robert Mattauch 
said, 'We hope this competition will not onlyigniteanew 
generation of engineers and scientists but also motivate 

Tara Stubblefield 

JUST A LITTLE PINCH. Nurse Anna 
Marie Snell gives a flu shot to Dewitt 
Drinkard, a counseling program assis­
tant, in the Commons. 

VCU employees 
flock to fight flu 

Employee Health Services is offering univer sity 
employees free flu shots in Room 120 of West Hospital 
on the Medica l Campus. The new vaccine includes 
defense 'against the Sydney strain that caused prob­
lems last year, said Anna Marie Snell , a registered 
nurse sup~rvising the vaccinations given out at the 
Student Commons last week. 

She said "a lot bigger crowd" has turned ou t this 
season . As oflast Monday, more than 3,800 university 
employees from bqth campuses had obtai ned fl u shots 
through EHS, Snell said. Only 3,500 took advantage of 
the service last flu season. 

Infl uenza is a serious disease that soreads from 
infected persons to the nose or throat of others. The flu 
season extends from NovembertoMarch or April in the 
United States. The disease causes thousands of deaths 
each year, mostly among the elderly, according to U. S. 
Department of Health and Human Services literature. 
Symptoms include fever, cough, chills, sore throat, 
headache and muscle aches. 

Al though the vaccine doesn't protect against all the 
mutant strains of the virus, it does cover most major 
strains and results in milder cases if one is infected 
despite having the shot. 

-compiled from news sources 

TECH TALK. President Eugene Trani and 
Lieutenant Gov. John Hager (left) dis­
cuss technology at the announc~h1ent of 
VCU's serving as host to the robotics 
competition. Photo taken by Rita E'ons, CT photographer 
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- Dorm fall takes a life 
A l.1n~ersity of Maine student died 

Wearlesday afternoon after falling from a 
fourth -floor dorm room. 

Pu blie Safety investigating officers said 
there was no criminal activity involved in 
the death of Andrea Amdall, 20, a junior 
English major. Amdall was a student at 
UMai ne for the curren t semester as pa'rt of 

/ a national student exchange program. 
_ Amdall had no roommate at the time of 
her death. Students expressed their sym­
pathy by constructing a cross out of tree 
branches and placing it below herwindow. 

-NAACP boycotts South Carolina 
The Association for Black Cultural Cen­

ter, which had plans to hold its annual 
conference at Clemson University in No­
vember 2000, is relocating to Kent, Ohio, 
because ofa South Carolina boycott by the 
NationalAssociation for the Adva ncement 
of Colored People. 

_The boycott results from a controversy 
over a Confederate flag which stands atop 
the state's capitol building. The contro­
versy has affected all parts of the state, 
and Clemson is no different. 

"Students need to be aware ofthe issue 
over the flag because they are the people 
the boycott is going to affect," said Bryant 

,-- . 

HU1/l:> REACH US 

Smith, associate director of student me­
dia and an instructor of speech and com­
munica tions for the university_ "It is 
going to affect conferences, tourjsm for 
students involved in related majors and 
a lot of students' summer employment 
opportunities."-

The state's boycott by the NAACP has 
been in place since August . However, the 
controversy over the Confederate flag 
has deeper roots. 

There are di fferen t vie\vpoints regard­
ingthe reasoning behind the flag's place­
ment. Lawmakers say it was placed in 
commemoration ofthe Civil Warcenten­
nial celebration after a vote by the 1962 
General Assembly. Others say the flag 
was deliberately put on top ofthe capital 
in defiance of the Supreme Court case 
Brown v. the Board of Education, which 
integrated the public school system. 

After 37 years of debate, the NAACP 
recently began economic sanctions in an 
attempt to force the South Carolina gov­
ernment to remove the flag from its cur­
rent location. 

NAACP representatives released a 
statement last Friday that said, "Itshould 
be clearly understood that the call for 
economic action will continue and be 

. augmented by other action as necessary 
until the flag is removed from positions 
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of sovereignty in the state of South Caro­
lina. " 

- NAACP criticizes exams 
The NAACP wants American univer­

sities to rely less on college entrance ex­
ams when admitting students because it 
says the tests are unfair to minorities, 
and focus more on teachingstudentscriti-
cal thiniGng skills. -

Thestandisdrawingpraise fromMichi· 
gan State University minority leaders 
and students 1 but not necessarily because 
the tests are discriminatory. 

"These tests can have a useful pur­
pose, but the problem occurs when the 
entire focus of the school system is teach­
ing students how to pass a test," said Luis 
Garcia, MSU Chicano-Latino student af­
fairs coordinator. "The problem doesn't 
just lie with minority students, but every· 
one. Wejust need to focus more on teach· 
ingthese students to be critical thinkers." 

The NAACP's claim is that tests such 
as the ScholasticAptitude Test and Ameri­
can College -Test are unreliable and un­
fair to minorities. The association held a 
conference last Friday in Los Ange les to 
discuss lessening the importance of the 
tests and helping minority and low-in­
come students prepare for them. 

Monllay; November '22,- '11991).' 

-Fraud may cost Minnesota 
The Minnesota Golden Gopher's men's 

basketball team may have to forfeit many 
ofthe 161 games the team played since the 
1994-95 season after an independent in­
vestigation ofthe men's athletics program 
revealed a systematic pattern of academIC 
fraud, according to a report released Fri· 
day . 

"The university's men's basketball team 
competed with at least one student-ath­
lete who received improper academic as­
sistance, and thus who was ineligible,"the 
report states. 

The investigators based concI us ions on 
more than 150 personal interviews and 
55,000 documents utilized in preparing 
the 2,500-page report. 

The misconduct involved the routine 
writing of assignments, papers and exams 
for at least 18 men's basketball student­
athletes. 

The National Collegiate Athletic Asso­
ciation may require the University to pay 
back more than $2 million for use of aca­
demically ineligible players in the Final 
Four season ofl996-97. 

The total cost to the university is ex­
pected to hit $5 million, including more 
than $1 million in legal fees. 

Student Marketing Manager 

Gain valuable experience in the marketing fieldc 
Pro Performance Marketing needs a reliable, ' 

professional, outgoing, goal oriented individual 
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Delegate lectures about future GOP goals 
By Lu Duong 

CT STAFF WRITER 

A packed classroom listened intently as 
Delegate Eric Cantor addressed "Issues 
Facing Virginia in the New Millennium" 
Thursday. 

change within the budgeting format. 
"We as a state can do much better bud­

getingand have a $740 million surplus," he 
said . 

ing up t he streets ," said senior Jag 
Galmutico. "I came out here out afmy own 
curiosity and Delegate Cantor touched upon 
solid issues." 

Miller. "I think that we don't know what's 
in s tore regarding technology; however, 
everyone should have access and knowl­
edge." 

Cantor discussed increasing the teach­
ing force by 4,000 new teachers, road in­
creases and improvements and spoke fer­
vently on the subject of criminal justice. 

Cantor responded to many students' 
inquiries concerning technology. 

Many democratic supporters attended 
the lecture and remarked that Cantor spoke _ 
well with no attempt to dodge issues. 

Cantor, a Republican member of the 
House of Delega tes for the 73rd District, is 
en!!l,ri ng his 5th term in the House. The 
delegate spoke at length about future GOP 
goals. 

Cantor said that taxes still remain in 
the forefront in people's minds . 

"I personally like to know where my 
money is going," he said. "We have so much 
in store and we're focusing on improving 
the everyday lives of people." 

"The state has stepped up funding and 
has found a significant decrease in vio­
lence," he said. "However, we seem to be 
having a problem with drugs. Un less we 
help the people and children who are af­
fected by this in certain areas, we haven't 
done everything we can." 

"The Governor is doing an incredible 
amount in terms of improving technology," 
Cantor said. "He is looking forward to the 
goal of access to technology for every indi­
vidual." 

Cantor added that Gov. Jim Gilmore 
will launch another major conference in 
March in which all the .major CEOs of 
computer companies will meet and discuss 
technology issues. 

Nelson Wikstrom, Chair of Department 
of Political SciencelPublicAdmin istration , 
arranged Cantor's visit as part of VCU's 
first Government and Politics Lecture Se­
ries. 

"I enjoyed the speech immensely," 
Wikstrom said. "Delegate Cantor touched 
up.on great issues concerning the people, 
particularly the state budget and the reor-

He added that he would like to see a 

The impact of the issues Cantor dis­
cussed was not lost on the students in 
attendance . 

"I agreed with his philosophy of clean-

"Technology is going to have a major 
impact, and everyone will have to learn to 
adapt," said political science major Sylvia 

gan ization it faces." . 

Tragedy draws school 
closer together 
Texa.\· A&M. (,(Jlltinuedjmm page J 

to strangers, explain ing by saying, "I just raided my 
closet." 

The grief was compounded because the source of death 
and injury is oneofthe most revered sym bols in the hi story 
of Texas A&M, founded in 1876 as an a ll-male military 
institution. The bonfire has been a fi xture since it began 
in 1909, growing to such a size that the Guinness Book of 
World Records took note, and university officials imposed 
a strict height limit of 55 feet. 

"Bonfire is not a stack of wood," said Kyle Foster, a 36-
year-old A&M graduate, who lives. in Bryan, College 
Station's twin city. "Bonfire is a concept." Bonfire, he 
noted, never uses "the" as a qualifier. "The bonfire is what 
other schools build," he said. "Bonfire is ours." 

Texas, as it was called in 1957, when it was still an ;'11-
male military institution, with participation in its famed 
Corps required. 

Bonfire is part ofthe large lore that surrounds oneofthe 
nation 's most famed football rivalries, the source ofirrev­
erent pranks that have become Texas lore. The most 
famous of the pranks led to the naming of the longhorn 
that is the University of Texas mascot, BEVO. In 1915, 
when A&M beat Texas 13-0, some pranksters branded the 
score into the longhorn's hide. Texans then altered the 
brand, turning the 13 into a B, the hyphen into an E, and 
inserting a V before t he O. 

Ovet the years, Texas fans have tried to set Bonfire 
afi re early. Attempts have included fire bombs from 
planes (1933 and 1948)and explosives ! 1956), accordingto 
A&M university records. In 1957.and 1994, Bonfire had to 
be rebuilt in a few days because of collapses, but only the 
death of President John F . Kennedy in 1963 stopped the 
lighting of the bonfire. 

This year, there w ill be no bonfire. Investigators from 
the university and the federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration a re continuing their work to deter­
mine what caused the collapse of the structure, built of 
large logs wired together around a cen ter pole, created by 
splicing two telephone poles together. 

In a place so steeped in tradition, no one seem3 to want 
Bonfire to come to an end as a result of the accident. 

"I think that's in the heart of everybody, that we want 
!Bonfire) to continue," Texas A&M University President 
Ray Bower said Friday. But, he added, ending Bonfire 
must remain an option. 

One tradition will certainly continue, quite poignantly 
on Dec. 7. Silver Taps, as it is called, is described as one of 
A&M's most sacred and solemn traditions-and oneAggies 
hopeoneverto have reason to attend. Datingto 1898, Silver 
Taps ceremonies are held on the first Tuesday of the 
n,onth. With chimes from Albritton Tower and a 21-gun 
salute, Aggies pay respect to the memory of any students 
or faculty who have dieq within the previous month. 

"And this is my favorite part," explained Jackie Gold, a 
Corps member from Wimberley, Texas, \:Yho is "the first 
Ag in my family." "The bugler plays taps to the north, 
south and west but not to the east, because the su n will 
never rise on those Aggies again." 

Professor lectures students from' Web 
Holly J. Carroll 

CT AS~OClATE NL\\,S El>llOI{ 

As VCU braces itself for furth ering its technological 
stance with new cOl)lputer requirements fat 2001 incom­
ing freshman, one teacher has already embraced the 
transition. 

lYnn Nelson, professor in the departments ofSociol­
ogy aoo Anthropology at VCU, operates his classes 
mostly online. By doing so, Nelson said he affords his 
students choices, along with inciting active participa­
tion: 

For exa mple, in Nelson's Sociology 101 class, he puts 
the textbook with hi s class lectures on the Web, along 
with message boards, which update students on·assign­
ments or important dates pertaining to the class. Stu­
dents can do the majority of the class's assignments from 
home, only coming to class to take tests or to listen to the 
lecture if they prefer to hear it live. 

"It provides flexibility to students who want to li sten 
to Web lectures," Nelson said , "and then can rewind or 
pause the lectures. With message board assignments. 
there's active participation. You can't do that in tradi­
tionallecture classes." 

The recent decision handed down from President 

Trani requires all freshmen, beginning in 2001, to have 
personal computers upon entering VCU. 

Nelson said problems concerning his class have been 
mainly technical, such as congestion on the Web. He a lso 
said people who don't have computers sometimes feel 
relatively inconvenienced, but sai.d there are always 
ways to get to a computer. 

"I give the students lab time in class," Nelson said. "In 
reality, people have access, but would rather do it at 
home . People need the benefit of convenience and fl ex­
ibility." 

Got a news tip? 
Give the news editors a 

call. 

828-1058 

vcu to serve as host for 
competi~on 
Robotit:s, cOIltullIedjrompage 1 _ 

high school students to achieve a~ademically." . 
It is expected that an estimated 30 to 40 teams will be 

in Richmond to compete in the competition that was 
founded in 1992 by Dean Kamen, an entrepreneur and 
inventor with more than 100 United States patents. 

"At FffiST, we see a world where science and technol­
ogy a re celebrated, where kids think science is cool and 
dream of becoming technology heroes," said Hammond. 

Last year 270 teams competed in seven regional 
events and this Year the number of teams to sign up has 
surpassed 230 with more than a month left for the 
application process. It is estimated that approximately 
390-400 teams will participate in the 10 regional events 
this year. The competition has grown 40 percent each 
year since it was started in a high school gym in New 
Hampshire with only 28 teams. 

In this competition, teams of high school students 
will have six weeks to build a remote-controlled robot, 
which will then compete in athletic-style events. Scien­
tists, engineers, university mentors and corporate lead­
ers will provide guidance to students during the robot 
construction process. 

"Only about 200 people in the nation have the appro­
priate ba~kground to build a space robot like the Mars 
Sojourner. Given the number of robotic engineers NASA 
will need to hire in the next 10 years, we hope to lure a 
wider pool of young students to our field," said David 
Lavery, program executive for Planetary Exploration at 
NASA's headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

"The robotics competition is the perfect setting to 
pique interest in the hearts and minds of students," 
Lavery said. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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TUNg Where do all your favorite a; tists call home? Tunes.com. At Tunes.com you'll find the .entire 

J:!!?'."" music universe at your fingertips. Thousands of MP3s. Concert photos. Videos. The latest music 

news. Even live concert webcasts. Not to mention fresh content from Rolling Stone and Down Beat. Tons of artists, tons 

of music all under one virtual roof. It's all here at Tunes.com. Come on in. DOW~BEATJ~ ~. 



-" 

·~~ . ~ ------- v cue e I e bra t e s ,-------
the Holidays 

Wednesday 
December 1 st, 1999 

Commons Lobby 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

FACTS - FOOD - FUN! 
Sponsored by the Universi ty Student Commons & Activi ties 

vuu VCU is an EO/AA institution. If you feel you may 
n~ed special accommodation to 
participate in this program because of a disability, 
please call Lori Crowe at (804 )828·6500. 

W! COMMONS 
L &ACTlYITIES 

~[;;iiI 
,r--""--~=---------------------l 

INSTAN CREDIT 

If You Think You 
Can't Get A Credit 

. Card, Think Again. ~'" "r" .. 
Want VISA & MasterCard Credit Cards? 

~--------------------------------------------------------, 
I 
I 
I 

I, YES! 
ORDER FORM ' 

I want Credit Cards immediately. 'GUARANTEED APPROVAL 

GAC,P.O. Box 220740,Hollywood, FL33022 
~":: - . IN · . I arne .... ... ..... ........... .... ... ... ...................... .. ...... ............................ ....... , ... ........... , ................................ ..... .. ....... :.. ..... .. ..................... . ........ ................ ... . 

I Add ress ... .. ...... .. ............ .. .... ......... ...... ...... ......................... .... .. ....... ........... ...................... ................. .. ........................ . 

I C ity .... ........ .. ......... . .......... .. ................... .. ......... ... .. .. ........................... ......... , .... State...... ..................... . ............... Zip .... .................. ......... .... .... ... ... ..... . . 

: S ignature ........... ... ............................................. .................... ..... ................. ...... .... .. ................... ....................... . 

; Tired of Bein Turned Down? 
I 

: i 

~---------------------------------------------------~----~ 
-~- --"-.-. 
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Jeremy Reynalds- Daily Lobo (U .. of New Mexico) 

Thanksgiving's true -meaning 
The Com· · 

m ",wealih 
lmes 

welcome ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. IV· 
WIRE)- It's almost Thanksgiving again, 
when wegive"thanks ."Theproblem is, to 
whom? A few years ago, most people have 
said we give thanks to God. But now? In 
our t echnically sophisticated , superior 
,1ge? Give thanks to - God? 

I decided to check out Thanksgivingin 
cyberspace. America On line headlined a 
discussion on Thanksgiving with the 
words, "Thanksgiving 1999: Home for the 
Holidays." AOL continued, "Join us next 
week lor more holiday ideas, handy tips 
to help you get ready for the big feast, the 

'-Thanksgiving football lineup and more." 
Sadly, that epitomizes "Thanksgiving" 

for an increasing number of Americans. If 
they're giving thanks at all, it's gratitude 
of sorts for a day olTwork and the oppor· 
tunity to guzzle Miller "low· life." Isn't 
there more to life than that? 

Another site talked about a 19.98 veg· 
etarian Thanksgiving, and yet another 
welcomed surfers to its Halloween­
Thanksgiving coiiection. 

Ben and Jerry's ice Cream was also in 
on the act, with their 1998 Thanksgiving 
page on proud display, and if you didn't 
have enough by then, you could always 
surf on over to a page titled , quite simply, 

"Thanksgiving." It touted cards, self-de· 
scribed as "Unique, clever , and thematic 
designs that will delight your clients, cus­
tomers, and partners. "Wow! So we can 
havea vegetarian Thanksgivingand guzzle 
down Ben and Jerry's lor dessert. 

Then, for academically stimulating af­
ter-dinn e r conversation, we can 
"deconstruct" the Halloween-Thanksgiv­
ing collection. After all, there has to be a 
deep underlying reason (doesn't there?) 
why this Web site chose to combine Hal­
loween and Thanksgiving artifacts. 

So where's God in all of this? Isn't there 
more to Thanksgiving than turkey,-televi­
sion and booze? 

Way back in 1789, President George 
Washington proclaimed a national day of 
Thanksgiving. This was the first everpresi­
dential proclamation issued in the United 
States, and read: 

''Whereas it is the duty of all nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His 
benefits, and humbly to implore His pro­
tection and favor; and whereas both Houses 
of Congress have by their joint committee, 
requested me to recommend to the people 
ofthe United States a day of public thanks­
giving and prayer..." 

R. Alex Whitlock- The Daily Cougar (u. of Houston) 

However, not everyone was in favor of 
this National Day of Thanksgiving. It took 
7 4years and President Lincoln to set things 
straight. In his 1863 proclamation,Lincoln 
proclaimed the last Thursday ofN ovember 
as a national day of Thanksgiving. 

Lincoln wrote "No human counsel has 
devised nor has any mortal hand workedout 
these great things. They are the gracious 
gifts of the Most High God, who while 
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy." 

Lincoln a lso encouraged his fellow citi­
zens that, while praising the Almighty for 
his blessings, they also needed to exercise 
"humble penitence for our national per­
verseness and disobedience ... and to fer­
vently implore the Almighty Hand to heal 
the wounds of the nation and restore it as 
soon as may be consistent with the Divine 
purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquillity and union ." 

So as we get closer to Thanksgiving 
Day, consider stopping and giving thanks 
to the God of the J3ible, "Lincoln's God and 
my God too," for the many blessings which 
you enjoy. You might just enjoy the experi­
ence! 

guest 
editorials. 

Bring themIJI'; 
our oUices in 
Temple 1149. 
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Jackson's iailing iustified? 
HOUSTON IU·WIRE) - I can re­

spect anyone who is willing to go tojai l for 
thei r beliefs, so long as there is no vio­
lence, theft or terrorism involved. That's 
why when the Rev. Jesse Jackson know­
ingly put himself in a situation to get 
arrested, he captured my attention. 

It would be easy to dismiss Jackson's 
actions as the last-ditch actions of a glory 
hound who's desperate to grasp on to a 
weakening power base For those of you 
unfamiliar with the situation, s ix stu­
dents in Decatur, Ill. were expelled after 
participating in a fight at a high school 
football game: 

Jackson found this to be grossly unfair 
:: J2,ecause no one was injured (except the 
. - :participants), no weapons were displayed 

and no one had been punished this harshly 
before. To his credit, Jackson has not 
mad e this purely a race issue. 

The kids were initially given a two­
year expulsion. After some protests at this 
arguably excessive sentence, Ill. Gov. Ryan 
intervened and reduced the penalty to a 
year in "special education" (i.e. reform 
school) for a year. Not enough, said Jack­
son. Hewanted them back next semester. 

"It's an honor to be arrested for a righ· 
teous cause," Jackson said . If only his 
cause was righteous. Unfortunately, the 
more information that is divulged about 
this encounter, the more obvious it is that 
this justice had ~een done. 

In the age of Columbine, schools need 
more discipline and punishment ~ not 
less. The truth is that every day kids are 
being pushed to the edge by schools who 

, will not act swiftly, justly or surely in 
response to violent behavior by bullies 
and oppressors . 

It was always very disconcerting to 
me that I could never turn to the admin­
istration when one of my fri ends or I was 
being picked on because the school could 
(or would) do nothing about it. At worst, 
the offenders would be kicked out for a 
semester before they'd come back - and 
they'd come back angrier than ever. Kids 
need to know they cannot get physical 
without serious consequences. 

Jackson argues that no one was in· 
jured but those involved. However, that 
is in spite of the efforts of the Decatur 
Six. Anyone who sees the video (which 
some networks curiously do not air) can 
see that they acted in blatant disregard 
for public safety as they assaulted one 
another while running through the filled 
stands kicking and mauling one another. 

No violence, whether it be between 
consenting combatants or one-sided, 
should be tolerated. There is also the 
matter of the "unprecedented" punish­
mentoftheseindividuals . The reason it is 
unprecedented is that the district passed 
a "zero-tolerance" policy and this was the 
fIrst case to which it applied. 

If Jackson is trying to use this opportu­
nity to denounce excessively rigid zero­
tolerance policies, I could actually sup­
port him in this endeavor. 

However, this is hardly the sam ple 
case to use to argue against zero-tolef<;lnce 
policies. There are countless butter knife 
incidents that exhibit the flaws in these 
well-intentioned but faulty policies. 

The Decatur Six had more than 350 . 
truancies between them -and three were 
freshmen for the third straight year. They 
are hardly upright individuals caught up 

in the moment, or even the rule taken V., 
an absurd extreme. In fact, the rule wa. 
intended exactly for this purpose. 

I don't know why Jackson chose this 
fight. If there are no better examples of 
"injustice" than this, surely this country 
is the most just on the planet A bunch of 
miscreants misbehaved and put others' 
safety in danger . They were punished 
according to pre-established statute. 

While I admire Jackson's resolve, that 
doesn't change the fact that he's simply 
wrong. 
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~.~" Live365. 

:Internet Radio I S nDirt:y" Little SeCl="et 

Unregulated 

Unformatted and 
Downright 
, UN-AMERICAN 
Attention liPi£an4ing citizens II ~ 
Be warned that a n_ form of 

t radio -- 1Ug1t:al crack 1. 
~ lLt. 1t: -- is about to be 
unlea.hed upon an unsu.pecting 
nation. Called ZJ."..3.6._, it 
i. nothing le.s than a plot to 
lure an entire generation of 
young hearts and mind. into an 
incredibly hypnotic world of 

~ sonic addiction. 
Once theY've got us hooked, 

I the powers-that-be will start 
pumping the happy juice into the 
water supply and using our 
fillin~8 ~ manip~ 
u~ate our brain waves. 

?????? coincidence??????? . 
Think again, comrades. 

- ~;''''''''Ul ]'Oa • .it: aa t:JIe .• ~~ 
1IILt1e t:IIe ~ -.lat:.taa ~'?? 

Stand qp for America I II 
Give those ...... ·vermin a piece of 
your ' mind at wwrr.live365.coml 
Be sure to stuff cotton in your ears 
(And DON"T look directly at the 
monitor) • 

....-, •• . ~'"j-. -- . .. 

- .-
~~~~~tt~ 

• ... :.:~:.~ ..:..~. ~ :,:..:. '; ... :.;>;r"?~ . ~j! ~; 

-- i ... 

l' As this confidential document clearly 't ~ 
shows, Live365.cOlll's Xnternet radio.cheme 
just may be the brainchild of the Freemasons 
(the. government behind the government). 

--===:-::- -

FACT 1 
Live365.coa i8 aaDy ' .- - ------.---~-. 

times more powerful 
than regular radio!!!!!!!! 
Regular radio play. the .... mu.ic over an 
over and has big block. of coamar­
cial. to break everything up. There'. no 
-y you can li.ten to it for any extended 
period. 
Live365.com, on the other hand, has a 
~ amount of .tation. with some­
thing for everyone. Any time, day or night 
Plu., they even let you broadca.t your 
own radio. With no licen.e and no rule •• 

FACT 2 
L1v.365.caa i. ~to hroa4-
oa.ter. aDd li.teaar. a1~. 
_, can you think of any other 
place where everything is free? 
Say, Russia for examplellll 

FACT3 
***Live365.com begins with 
word live and live spelled ..... ~;~·8 

the 

That's right, pure evil 365 days 
a year. And don't even get us 
started on the ·com- part. 
c~ you .ay Audio Aboadnationl?1 

ProJ.bllity of .,Z'al 6 
....... n ,."," LlYE~COM' _. . '. 

.rong for america . .. Paid for by the citizens against live365.com ~ 
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Cravey1s c'ostumes 
successful in VCU play 

Marisa C. Hayes 
CT ST."'!' WRITER 

If you've ever wondered who is respon­
s ible for the glamorous look actors achieve 
on stage, then look no further than Maura 
Cravey, costume designer for Theatre 
VCU's production of "As You Like It." 

As Cravey's designs began to take form 
in September, the VCU costume shop be­
came a swirling mass of silk and velvet 
amid a million different colors. 

Planning for the show started in July 
when Cravey attended production meet­
ings with the director to discuss the show's 
look. The time period decided upon for the 
show was the Empire Era. 

The Empire Era is most recognized for 
it's soft feminine look of beautiful dresses 
with high waists and low necklines. 

In September, Cravey and costume shop 
supervisor Karl Green completed a four­
day trek to New York City in search of the 
best fabric they could find. The trip paid off 
and Cravey returned with some of the 
fin est fabric imaginable. One piece offab­
ric they found came from a designer's stu­
dio in California and had been originally 
priced at $350 per yard. This fabric turned 
into Anna Tulou's openingsilk-velvetdress. 

Before making the new costumes, 
Cravey first had to pull from the costume 
vault of previously constructed costumes 

It's show time 

toseewhatcould be used in "As You Like It." 
She then noted what new pieces would need 
to be made. In add ition., a ll principal roles 
were made brand new costumes . . 

"In order to do this," said Cravey, "a 
designer has to be familiar with each charac­
ter in the play and understand the director's 
interpretation of each character." 

Not only does the costume designer have 
to worry about characterization when mak­
ing the costumes, but working with the sets 
and lighting are other important elements of 
making a show look well designed. 

For the opening scene Cravey designed 
costumes with cool colors, an array of blues, 
greens and gray. For the forest scenes fall 
colors were used to give the scenes a natural 
look. 

Cravey was aided by shop supervisor Karl 
Green, who also served as cutter/draper for 
"As You Like It. " Green tediously cut out all 
the pieces offabric to be sewn for the show in 
addition to advising the Theatre 104 classes, 
which constructed and made alterations for 
many of the costumes in the show. 

"It was a very labor-intensive show," said 
Green. 

Assistant Costume Designer Jessica Ott 
also helped Cravey. Ott'sjob was to complete 
additional research for the show's costumes 
and to do shopping for the show. In addition, 
Ott was also assigned a garment to make for 
the show. 

Performers take part in "Works in Progress," an infor­
mal recital by VCU Dance department faculty Friday. 

Monday, November 22, 1999 

Discussion time 

.~ 'j 
I 

Jonathan Silverman, a member of VCU's English depart­
ment, talks about his work, "Re-imagining America," 
Wednesday during a symposium. 

English magazine 
seeks submissions 

Rebecca Sams 
CT ASSCKIATE SP!T TRlIM ED1TOl< 

VCU's budding poets, playwrights and 
artists still have a short time to turn in 
submissions to "MiUenium," the annual 
Department of English literary magazine. 
The all-student staff will continue to take 
submissions of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
plays and screenplays, artwork and photo­
graphs. Any student may submit work. 

"They've been taking submissions all 
fall ," said English professor Ann Woodlief, 
who acts as "Millenium" staff advisor. Both 

.' graduate and wldergraduatestudentscom­
prise the staff, with Michelle Trezona as 
this year's editor. 

"It's a student publication all the way," 
Woodlief said. "They get the submissions, 
they edit them, and they publish them. 
The creative writing faculty helps them 
understand how to edit, when they need 
it." 

Studentfundingalsoputsoutthemaga­
zine, although this year advertising will 
pay part of the costs. When the finished 
product appears at the end of spring se­
mester,. it will be free to all students. 

The student staff also makes all the 
decisions on what type of content is appro­
priate for inclusion. No limit has been 
placed on subject matter. 

"There has been poetry about sex - not 
obscene, because that's not poetry," said 
Woodlief. "The limits of good taste are 
always also literary limits, but it's really 
(the "Millenium" staffs) choice. -They're 
editing it, so it's their choice, we don't 
censor them. We've never had to take 
a stick to them." 

"Millenium"has been around for roughly 
25 years, but previously under a different 
name. 

"The magazine itself was called 'Writ­
ers' Corner' for years," said Woodlief, add­
ing with a chuckle, "I don't know what 
they're going to do after the year 2000." 

Written works should be submitted on 
disk( with ahard copy incl uded) and placed 
in an envelope that includes the writer's 
name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Those who wish to have th~ir submissions 
returned should also include an SASE. 
Submissions may be left in the "Millenium" 
mailbox in the English Department, lo­
cated in room 318 in the Hibbs Building. 



AN APPEAL FOR HELP 

Thousands have died and millions are homeless 
after a devastating cyclone hit Orissa, on the 

Eastern Coast of India 

Hl?HUBANESH~'AR, h~Jia (R~uh:rs) ~ Food, clothing and odier vital aid have yet to reach nlillions of Indians 
itl lhe ea:;lecii s tate of Orissa six days after a devastating cyclone cf".lshed into its coast" 0' ahoo) 

" PARADIP, Inuia ~- Dead. bodic8, some washed up fTonl the bay like driftwood, others bobbing like corks in 
the civet, have becolue 80 plentiful in this port city that the authorities simply collecl what they can and lay 

them out ill light bunches on the beach." (NYTIMES) 

"CHANDIKHOL- . .. saying his family and he have not eaten for over 72 hours. " After three days, I served 
lllaize powder to Illy fivt:-ycar-old SOil. He complaine~ of stonl:dch cranlps, and I stopped that too," (Indian 

Express) 

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE !fWe must act quickly!! 
Every dollar you contribute extends the life of a hungry person by two days. 

People are dying of hunger and epidemics as you read this. 

Your contributions are TAX Exempt. 

Please send your checks made out to 
"Hindu Center of Virginia-Orissa Furd" 

For further information contact: 

P. lena, Physics Department. Box 842000, VCU 
Phone: (Office) "- 828-8991; (Home) - 741-7724 
e-mail: pjena@saturn.vcu.edu 

• 
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Classifleds 
help wanted 

FREE BABY BOOM BOX AND 51,200. Fundraiser for 
groups and organizations Earn up to $4 per MasterCard 
app. Ca ll for InfoorVlsitourwebsile. Qualified cal lers receIVe 
a FREE Baby Boom Box . 1-800-932·052S· x 119 or x125 
www ocmconcepts com 

SSMANAGE A BUSINESS ON YOUR CAMPUSSS 
Vers ltycom. an Internet notetaking company. is looking for 
an entreprenual sludent to run ourbusiness on yourcampus 
Manage students. make tons of money, excellent opportu 
n it yl Apply onl ine at wwwversity .com . contact 
Jobs@verslly.comorcall (734) 483-1600 e)(\. 888 

TEACHERS Child care center near VCU now accepting 
applications foremploymenl. Choose your own days Choose 
your own hours. This is a great opportunity for someone In 
education or a chi ld -related field. Call 266-8947 

travel 

FREE TRIPS AND CASH!!! Spring Break 2000 
StudentCity ,com is looking for Highly Motivated Students to 
promote Spring Break 2000! Organize a small group and 
lavei FREEII Top campus rep!? can earn a Free Trip & over 
$10.0001 Choose Cansun. Jamaica or Nassaul Book trips 
on-line Log in and win Free Stuff. Sign up now on l i ne~ 
www.StudentCily.comor800-293 -1443 

SPRING BREAK 200m Cancun , Bahamas. Jamaica. Florida 
& South. Padre. Call USA Spring Break for a free brochure 
and rates and ask how you can GO FOR FREE! '-888-777-
4642 www.usaspringbreak.com 

Web sites 
J 

FREE CD of cool indie music when you register at 
IMMEDfATE OPENINGS! Sludentsearn$375/S575weekly mybytes.com. the ultimate Web site for your college needs 
processing/assembling unnecessary. . we train you! Call 
Med iCard 1-541-386-5290 ext . 300 

FUN, FAST·PACED gou rmetcoffee bar located in MCV 
Hospital is accepting applications for pan-time morning 
employees. Close 10 campus, competitive wages and FREE 
COFFEE . Cali 1-800-282-2233 to set up an interview 

child care 

RENT·FREE ROOM FOR CHfLD CARE. Mature female 
g(3d student to share home and exchange rent-free room in 
quiet West End neighborhood with wooded lot for occaisional 
childca(e for 1 a-year-old. Some weekend days/nights . some 
weeknights. Kitchen privileges. use of wasl ler and dryer. 
Cable TVNCR in room .Call Debbie Cooper 788-2709 (W) 
747-1332 (H) 

NEED SS· for your team. club, fraternity at sorority? Earn 
$1.000- \ .2000++ with easy 3-hourfund raiser event Groups 
10ve!1 because there's no sales involved. Dates are fill ing up 
so call today!1 1-888-522-4350. 

VOl Recreational Sports 
Outdo~r Adventure Program 

Division of Student Affairs Presents 
Skiing in Vermont! 

Ski Trip to Smuggler's Notch, Vermont 
Trip leaves January 2 and returns to VCU on January 8, 2000 

Price includes: transportation, meals, a place 
to stay and lift tickets for five days of skiing. 

(Ski rentals and lessons are extra) 
Students - $380, Faculty/Staff - $400, Guest/Alumni - $420 

Take advantage of our easy payment plan, pay only $120 now, 
and the rest of the balance by the pre-trip 

meeting on De<;ember 7,1999. 
Call 828-6004 for more details or stop by the Outing Rental 
Center, 911 W. Cary Street inside of the Cary Street Gym. 

yeu is committed to a policy of equat opponunity in education and employment without regard 
lorace,color.rdigion,nationalorigin,agedisabilily,vcteran'sstalus. or gender If you fed 

that you need special accommodation from Recreational Sports, 
please contact Greg Hawkins. 828-8986 

Good Weekly Income ! 
I 'rocessing mail for national company! Fr' 

supplies, postage! No selling! Bonuses! 
Start immediately! Genuine opportunity 
Please rusb Long Self Addressed Stamped Envelope to: 

liMCO, P.O. Box 22-0740. Hollywood, Florida 33022 

Mondqy, November 22, j'999 

1--

Make your holidays 

with a 

low interest rate credit card 
from Virginia Credit Union. 

Do you need a ticket home for the holidays? A new 
computer for school? Want to transfer high-rate credit card 
balances and save money? 

Apply for a new Visa® or MasterCard® and take advan· 
tage of a great rate for those major expenses. Any pur­
chases or transfers made in the first 90 days are locked in 
at 9.96% APR. That rate is good until those purchases and 
transfers are paid off: That makes our new Visa or 
MasterCard a better deal than those other cards with teaser 
rates that often increase to 19% APR or even higher after 
just a few months: 

Apply today! 
(804)323-6~OO or www.vacu.org 

DMV13ranch 
2300 West Broad St. 
(804)367-0005 

Downtown Branch 
720 East Broad St. 
(804)786-2469 

Ask about our other branch locations. 

*The fixed rate for transactions made after 90 days is a low 13.96% APR. You must 
be a Virginia Credit Union member to apply for a credit card . You can join at the same 
time you apply for your card. All you need is a $5 deposit to open a regular savings 
account. 

Virginia Credit Union Is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. 
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STiX 

we hung 
up after 

forty-five 
minutes. 

very good. 

I i like herll 

she's flamboyant, 
funny , and easy 

to t alk to. 

over the. next 
few weeks my 
roommate and 
i talked more. 

we have so 
much in 
commonl 

hi dadl what 
are you doi!1g . 

home so early? 

she's exactly 
like mel 

(ommonwealt~ TImes. 13 __ 

by kelly lewis ' 
your sister has a 

doctor ' s appointment. 

\ ,_oJ."",, did you 
call your 
roommate 

-like your 
mother 
asked 

you to? 

personnally, 
icannot 

WAIT for 
the day i 

move out of 
my parents' 

house. 

college, 
here i 
comel 

-.--
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WIN$TON SALEM, N:c.. - A 70th-
- minute goal by Ben Stafford put fifth­

seeded Wake Forest through to a 2-1 vic~ 
tory over the VCU men's soccer team at 
Spry StadiUI)1. 

VCU season ends with a 14-7-1. 
"it'sadisappointingend toagpodyear," 

. said VCU coach 1:im O'Sulliv,an. ''Wake 
Forest's direct pJay . caused some prob: 
lerns." , \ 

"They are very physical andvery strong 
in the air." ~ 

Chris Lonteen, who assist~d stafford's 
winner, put the Demon Deacons ~13-2-5) 
ahead 8:03 into the contest. St!ljford apd 
Aaron Thomas piCked up assists on the 
goal. 1%' ',; " 

On the stroke of 28 minuteS into the 
mat(}hKevjnJeffrey¥ottedthematChat . 

Running the point 

Joshua KomarnickilCommonweatth TImes 

VCU's Rochelle Luckett surveys the defense with the West 
Virginia 's Alia Clark guarding her. For more about the Rams 
opening weekend, see story on page 15. 

VCU opens Siegel 
Center with, close 
win over louisville 

Jennifer Walker 
CT ASSOCIATI: SPO"TS EDITOR 

A number of fans gathered at Siegel 
Center Friday night didn't think the men's 
basketball team could pull through against 
Louisville. 

"Everybody around campus said we 
weren't going to win this game," said Scott 
Lilly, of the Rams. VCU lost the title of 
"underdog" by beating the Cardinals 79-
74. 

Louisville holds a series advantage over 
VCu. In addition to that advantage, the 
Cardinals won two out of three games 
against the Rams in the Metro Conference 
Tournament. 

Louisville was ranked in the top 40 in 
preseason rankings, including Sports Il­
lustrated, Associated Press, and USA To­
dayIESPNINABC. 

The Cardinals had a significant height 
advantage in the guard positions. BoJones 
(5-11 ) and LaMarTaylor(5,9) matcbed up 
with Marques Maybin (6-3 ) and Reece 
Gaines (6-6). 

The Cardinals massi ve advantage didn't 
make a difference, with Jones and Taylor 
coming up with a combined 29 points and 
nine assists toeight points and four assists 
for Maybin and Gaines. 

"They went to the boards bard and the 
. guards were dominant," said Louisville 

coach DennyCrum, one ofthe three active 
coacbes in tbe Basketball Hall of Fame. 

"The front line held our guards and 
that's what killed us." 

Thegame looked like a possible blowout 
in the first 10 minutes of play, with the 
Cardinals holding a 29-9 lead at on~ point. 
Louisville led 49-31 at the half. Senior, 
Patrick Kodjoe led the halfwith 10 points. 

The second balf was a game of cat and 
mouse that went back and forth ' for a 
while, but VCU never led the game. The 
Rams were down 10 points with 10:18. left 
in the game. 

In only four minutes, VCU erased the 
10-point deficit with Lilly hitting ajumper 
to tie the game at 67 with 6:19 left. 

Bo Jones made a lay-up to finally pull 
VCU to a 74-72 lead with 2:51 left in the 
game. 

Louisvill e's Dian Edward made a 
jumper from the center, tying it up again. 
Jones saved the night again by first mak­
ing a three pointer and then with the 
opportunity to shoot one and one, Jones 
made both to bring the Rams the win. 

"We were nervous coming into the 
games against · Louisville," said Jones . 
"They are a ranked team and we aren 't." 

Jones made some of the most promi­
nent turning points in the game despite 
his not playing for more then five minutes 
in the first half. 

"I calmed down in the second half and 
fed off the crowd and my teammates," said 
Jones. "I just kept my composure till the 
last horn." 

Lilly agreed with his teammate. 
"Yeah, we fed off the big crowd," said 

Lilly . "For. the first time we felt a true 
college atmosphere here." 

Eachindividual player made some huge 
contributions to bring themselves to the 
triumph . Jones, Taylor, Kodjoe, and Lilly 
added totheexcitementand thewin. Jones 
had 19 points, all in the second half. Tay­
lor gave the Rams 10 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds. Kodjoe finished 17 
points, while Lillycontributed 12 points to 
the game .. 

VCU's Matt Treadwell continued to 
play solid and consistently with six pointe 
and seven boards. 

"He's not in the best sh ape yet because 
he hasn't practiced as much as the rest of 
the team and he's not as strong because of 
theinjury, buthe'sgoingto be really good," 
said VCU coach Mack McCarthy. 

McCarthy praised VCU's effort in tbe 
comeback. 

"This is the ideal way to open this place. 
We pu t the ball on the floor, established 
the inside, stepped up to make some plays, 
and cut down on turnovers . The mental 
part of the game was exciting to see." 

On the opposing side, Cardinal Tony 
Williams had 23 points for Louisville . 

After an unexpected and tremendous 
win, fans rushed to center court to get a 
glimpse and a congratulations in to the 
well-deserved Rams. 

"We all feel like one right now," con­
cluded Lilly . 

UPCOMING EVENTS N 0 
OTES 

MEN'S SOCCER 

(14-7-1,6-2-0) 

MEN' S BASKETBALL 

(0-0, 0-0) 
VO-LLEYBALL- ~--

( I 5-14, 3-9) 

OMEN's BASKETBALL 
(I-I, 0-0) 

SEASON COMPLETE 
THE RAMS HAVE NOT WON AN NCAA 
TOURNAHENT GAME IN THREE TRIPS 

COLORA[)p ADVANCED TO THE SECOND 

~~~~-- . __ ._-- --

I VCU's IS WIN TOTAL IS THE MOST IN 

CHERYL CARLSON S FIVE-YEAR TENURE. SEASON COMPLETE 

N ov. 26-28 VCU COULD fACE EITHER PORTLAND OR 

RAINBOW WAHINE CLASSIC WASHINGT~ IN THE SECOND GAME Of 

. vs. HAWAII THE TOUR~MENT . 

L:I indicates home games. 



Monday, November 22, 1999 ~! 

After slo~ start Rams rip 
Red Foxes for vveekend split 

George Templeton 
CT SPOwrs EIlIIO" 

Comingoffan opening night defeat, the 
VCU women's basketball team started 
out of the gate slow against Marist . 

The Rams led 21-18 with five minutes 
left in the first half, and then outscored the 
Red Faxes 27-10 over the next eight min­
utes to blow the game open a nd take an 89-
52win. 

"[ think our defense pressure helped us 
get into a rhythm in the first half," said 
VCU coach David Glass. "We started hit­
ting the shots that we didn 't hit Friday 
night." 

Guards Rochelle Lucketta nd Liz Remus 
rebounded from a poor shooting 'night in 
the opener to help lead VCU 11-n Luckett 
scored 12 points and had six assists, while 
Liz--Remus had a game-hi gh 19 points, 
including four three-pointers. 

"Rochelle just had a bad night in the 
last game," Glass said. "Rochell e played 
very well today and Liz had some key 
three's for us." 

In addition to the play of the guards, 
Tawanda Washington poured in 13 points 
and eight boards, Candice Phelps had 12 
points, a ll in the second-ha lf, a nd Kristine' 
Austgulen had 10 points. 

"When I went to the high post, I was 
able to drive to the basket because they 
IMarist) were expecting me to shoot in­
stead," Washington said. 

VCU shot 58.6 percent in the second 
half, something Remus attributed to an 
advantage in quickness. 

"We were faster than them ," Remus 
said . "They were getting down in the sec­
ond half, and we could see it in their eyes. 

CHARITY STRI PE 

GEORGE TEMPLETON 
CT SPORTS EDITOR 

It was quite a night for the VCU basket­
ba'll program. Afteiwaiting 370 more days 
tha n originally thought, the men's basket­
ball team has pl~ce to call home. 

_ ~he ALL TEL Pavilion at the Stuart C. 
Siegel Center is a 7,500 seat thingufbeauty 
that si'ts on the corners of Ukrop's. Street 
and Hannaford's Boulevard, (oops, I guess 
got a li ttle carried away with the corporate 
sponsor thing). 

After $30.6 million, and a more than 
year delay in actually playing basketball 
games there, the Siegel Center (or the 
Better-Late-Than-Never Arena) better be 
a thing of beauty. 

The bathrooms were pristine, the con­
cessions stands seemed to be in good work­
ing order and other than a malfunctioning 
scoreboard (it only showed two of the play­
ers that were on the floor for Louisville) 

We knew we could get to the basketquicker 
than them." 

Rebounding, a major focus for the the 
Rams during the offseason, hurt VCU in 
its 63-56 opening·night loss to West Vir­
ginia. The Mounta ineers outrebounded 
the Rams 48-31-

"Part of it was we shot poorly and they 
didn't , so we didn 't get as many defensive 
rebounds," Glass said. "I was very disap­
pointed because rebounding was some­
thing 

we wanted to get a lot better at." 
Holding a precarious 57-56 lead, the 

Mountaineers missed two shots in the 
final minute, but grabbed the offensive 
board twice. Mandy Ronay (10 points, 
nine assists) made the Rams pay by hit­
ting an off balance, eight-foot jumper to 
up the lead to 59-56. 

"She's monay) our senior leader," said 
Mountaineer coach Alexis Basil. "That 
last basket was key for us and we expect 
herto step and make some key shotsfor us 
at the end of some games." 

Washington recorded her first double­
double, 14 points and 10 boards, but was 
frustra ted by WVU's dominance on the 
boards. 

"It's very hard to accept," Washington 
said. "That's my job and we missed a lot of 
opportunities on the boards." 

In a physica l game underneath. the 
Mountaineers' MarloThomas and Brandi 
Batch grabbed eight rebounds apiece. 
Batch led WVU with 12 points. 

"Batch is a very athletic player and she 
has not reached her pctential yet ," Beal 
said. "She has good feet and when she 
learns how to fin ish better, she will be an 
excellent player. Batch and Thomas did a 

great job for us on the glass tonight." 
Remus led VCU with 15 points despite 

a 3-of-10 shooting night. Overall the Rams 
shot 30.6 percent (19-of-62). 

"We didn't get into any rhythm to­
night," Glass said. "We needed to have a 
couple of good possessions in a row to­
night, and we never did that. We had to 
scr atch and claw tonight because we . 
struggled on offense." 

In addition to the loss to the Mountain­
eers, theRa:n s lost the servicesofSha Vohn 
McKinnon. 

In the second half, McKinnon drove 
into the lane and went down with anankle 
injury. 

The training staff said a ligament in 
McKinnon's ankle was stretched into her 
avulsion bone and caused it to fracture. 
McKinnon will be out 2-6 weeks. 

"Losing her is tough because we are 
real thin at the guard position," Glass 
said . "We don't have a lot of one or two type 
guards." 

Overthe Tha nksgiving break the Rams 
will travel to the Asahi Rainbow Wahine 
Basketball Classic. VCU opens up with 
the hosts, Hawaii. 

"We will face some really stiff competi­
tion in that tournament,"Glasssaid. 'We'~e 
going to go there to play hard, play basket­
ball, and have fun. We need to progress 
week-to-week, if not day-to-day." 

With the field including national-pow­
ers Texas and Virginia, Remus sees the 
tournament as an opportunity to make a 
statement. 

'W e won't be going there for vacation," 
Remus concluded. 'We are determined to 
have a good trip and make a big statement 
for the conference." 

What a start for 
VCU and the 
Siegel Center 
there were no major hassles. 

Gone are the days of not knowing from 
one mi'lute to the next where VCU would 
play its games. 

The Richmond Ti!nes Dispatch's Sun­
day Punch cartoons lampooning VCU's 
need for more corporate sponsors to recoup 
money lost from the late opening, or the 

changing of the dates on the ribbon­
cuttingfor the new place area long memory. 

No longer are the Rams the college 
basketball equivalent to the Houston!Ten­
nessee Oilers of the last few years. 

Finally the new gym is here and not a 
moment too soon. 

Because, Louisville was ready to run 
VCU out ofthe gym after taking a 29-9 lead 
in the first half 

VCU fans were about to witness the 
Cardina ls taking the Rams behind the 

woodshed. Then a game broke out in the 
middle of it . 

Were itnotforthesoundof7,396scream­
ing fans in the pit that could also be called, 
"The Big Stew" (a good nickname for the 
new place), the Rams would have been 
dead meat at that point in the game. 

Buoyed by a noisy arena full of Ram 
rooters the basketball team came up with 
a large comeback to upset the highly-re­
garded Cardinals 79-74. 

'We fed off the crowd," said an ebu llient 
Bo Jones. "The fans, the students, the 
alumini were great." 

Fan support and a home-court advan­
tage have finally come back to VCU thanks 
to the Better-Late-Than-Never Arena. 

For the basketball programs at VCU, 
the old saying is true; Good things come to 
those who wait. 

",.' ... " 
Commonwealth TImes - IS 

Rams nearly 
-upsets Patriots 

WILLIAMSBURG -- For the sixth 
time this season the VCU volleyball 
eam played a match that went five 
ames. 

For the sixth time this season the 
Rams lost a five-game match. 

Despite a team-Ie,ading 18 kills 
nd a gaudy .447 hitting percentage 

from Jennifer West, sixth-seeded 
CU(15-15)fe1l7-15, 15-4, 11-15,15-

9,15-13 to third-seeded George Ma­
son at the Colonial Athletic Associa­
tion tournament. 

Shelley Sprouse added 10killsand 
ompiled a .533 hitting percentage. 

The night before the tournament, 
est became the first Ram named 

all-CAA first team·since VCU joined 
the CAA in 1995. 

The Patriots were led by 
Shelbylynn McBride who had a 
match-high 22 kills and 16 digs. 

---compiled froin news sources · ................... . 
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STUDENTS, FACULTY, 
AND STAFF ... 

LET US TYPE YOUR 
MANUSCRIPTS! 

PERFECT MANUSCRIPTS 
Specializes in 

- Books -Articles 
- Reports -Theses 

-Tenn Papers 
- Grant Applications 

From $1.00 per double­
spaced page includes: 

-Spell check -Grammar 
- Punctuation 

-Word count -Hard Copy 
-Disk 

Competitive rates, student 
discounts 

Phone (804) 747-3830 
Fax (804) 747-0897 

E-mail: jperfman@aol.com 



~ttention Students.! 
>4& we . '®~ 

Academic Campus Student Parking 
Subscriptions for the 

2000 SPRING SEMESTER 
will be sold 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 

From 7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
in the Franklin Street Auxiliary Gym. 

REMEMBER: 

~ Subscriptions are limited and are sold on a 
first come, first serve basis. . 

-

~ Cash,checks, and most major credit cards 
will be accepted. 

CALL VCU-PARKFORMORE 
INFORMATION 
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