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College Briefs

ePlay aims to fight violence
at Brown U.

Men and women alike crowded into
Brown University’s Rites and Reason The-
atreon Thursdayevening foropeningnight
of a student production of Eve Ensler’s
“The Vagina Monologues.”

The play intends to help stop violence
against women by raising awareness of
this social evil, and consists of vignettes,
based upon Ensler’s interviews with over
200 women.

“The Vagina Monologues” is the first
installment of the Vagina Events, a series
of ongoing campus activities.

Thirteen female students performed the
monologues, which ranged from brieffacts
about vaginas, to complex scenes about
power, orgasms, rape, menstruation, sexu-

ality, and birth. To deal with the varie-

gated issues raised throughout the perfor-
mance, the Vagina Group, an organization
of Brown students working to stop violence
against women, had coordinated support
groups where audience members could
speak with counselors following the per-
formance.

Counselors werealsoavailable ateither
door to help anyone who felt the need to
leave early.

e Faculty urge N.Y. university

to withdraw scholarship

The St. Bonaventure University Fac-
ulty Senate unanimously passed a motion
Friday encouraging the university to can-
celitshosting of the March 18 Miss South-
ern Tier pageant, however; the university
said it has no plans to do so.

Barbara Sorochty, vice president for
public relations, said the pageant will go
on as planned because the organization
has an agreement with the Campus Ac-
tivities Board.

The motion also “strongly urges” the
university to withdraw scholarship funds
for the contest winner and “agree never to
host a beauty contest in the future, asitis
contrary to our mission statement.”

“(A pageant)really violates our mission
statement in terms of encouraging intel-

" lectual and spiritual development of the

students and everyone on campus,” said
Maureen Cox, a senate member who pro-
posed the motion. “I think beauty pag-
eants in general are very narrow minded
and only tend to look at a person in a single
way.”

Jon Boeckenstedt, vice president for
enrollment, said he offered the scholar-
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ship because he thought the winner would
be articulate and demonstrate poise.

¢ Duke remembers 30-year-old

integration

According to Legacy-a publication cel-
ebrating 30yearsofblackstudents at Duke-
the University’s official integration policy
was instituted March 8, 1961, when the
Board of Trustees announced students
would be admitted to the University’s
graduate and professional schools without
regard to race, creed or national origin.

University Archivist Bill King said this
movecameafteryearsofattemptstochange
the policy, most of which came from the
Divinity School. King said the final inte-
gration decision was probably motivated
by moral concerns, the fear that the federal
government would withdraw funding from
the school and-a change in the makeup of
the University’s governing body.

Mary Mitchell Harris, one of the first
five black undergraduate students, said
her initial welcome to Duke was positive.
“It wasn’t unnerving at all. It was great
receptiveness,” she said. More than any-
thing else, Harris said, she was treated as
a curiosity, but the students, especially

women, were well prepared for her arrival.

¢ Charges dismissed against

Harvard’s stowaway

B.J. Averell is now a free man. Two
months after being arrested for sneaking
ontoaDelta Airlines flight, Delta and state
prosecutors Wednesday agreed to drop all
charges against him. =

Last November 24, the Dunster House
sophomore tried to board a Delta Express
flight destined for Philadelphia. Though
Averell had a ticket for the flight, airline
officials told him that he had arrived at the
Logan Airport gate too late and his seat
hadbeen givenaway toanother passenger.

Averell whizzed past flight attendants,
hopped over a metal security railing and
boarded the plane anyway. He hid in the
bathroom and was quickly discovered by
flight attendants. Airport police arrested
Averell for trespassing and disorderly con-
duct.

Ralph S. Boyd, Averell’s attorney, said
that the decision to dismiss the case was
jointlyreached by Delta, the Suffolk County
Distract Attorney’s office and the Averell
family.
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Professor explores perceptions
of reasoning, wisdom in Buddhism

Laura K. Davis
CT REPORTER

Daniel Perdue, professor of religious studies, examined

the topic of “Reason in Tibetan Buddhism” Wednesday
eveningaspartof VCU’sfifth annual Reason, Wisdom and
Spirituality lecture series.
__ Perdue, whospecializes in Buddhism,joined the VCU’s
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies this
year, said Peter Vallentyne, the department’s chairman
and a professor.

“Iam greatly encouraged tosee somany takinginterest
in Tibetan (issues),” said Perdue at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center as he compared the cultural destruction of
Tibet to the eradication of the tropical rainforests.

His lecture addressed spirituality, reason and wisdom
in Tibetan Buddhism by examining views on the nature of
spirituality, the limits and effectiveness of reason and the
power of wisdom to free one from the cycle of rebirth, as
well as death and suffering.

“Spirituality in Tibetan Buddhism assumes the basis
of-belief in a spirit, a part of one’s own personality that
survives past this lifetime,” Perdue said.

The broader one’s view of how things actually are, the

more spiritually developed this person is, and “any reli-

gious system which is able to be ultimately effective must
be in accordance with reality,” he said. “Thus, one will not
be able to achieve salvation or liberation through false
views.”

In Buddhism, reason and faith are compatible, added
Perdue. The word “reason” is synonymous with “sign” in
Tibetan Buddhism, and wisdom is knowlédge of only the
profound, or “emptiness” as the Buddhists call it. Perdue
said wisdom also frees one from the round of rebirth in
Buddhism.

“Wisdom does not arise spontaneously but depends on
the bases of ethics and concentration,” said Perdue. Rea-
son and wisdom relate through seven different states of
consciousness. One may have consciousness in relation to
a specific belief or object, he added.

For instance, one state of consciousness is wrong con-
sciousness. Wrong consciousness does not agree with fact.
Examples of this are seeing blue snow on the mountains

“Spirituality
in Tibetan
Buddhism as-
sumes the ba-
sisofbeliefina
spirit, apartof
one’s own per-
sonality that
survives past
this lifetime.”

Daniel Perdue, professor

Department of Philosophy
and Religious Studies

from a distance, or, Perdue said, believing that the Earth
is flat.

Vallentyne organizes the annual Reason, Wisdom and
Spirituality lecture series, in which a lecture is held every
week for four weeks on a “(topic) for a good talk on
spirituality, philosophy or public policy,” he said.

“It’s really a dynamic series,” said Patty Worley, coor-
dinator of conferences and special programs in VCU’s
Office of Community Programs.

“(It’s) very successful. Eighty to 100 people usually
show up,” added Vallentyne.

Lectures in this series typically last 40 minutes, then
the audience has the opportunity ask the speaker ques-
tions. Refreshments are served afterward.

The lectures take place at'the Jewish Community
Center on Monument Avenue from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each
Wednesday of the four week session. The next lecture in
the series on Feb.16 will feature Barbara Hartung, a
criminal defense lawyer specializingin capital cases. She
willspeak about “Tinkering with the Machinery of Death.”
For more information, call Worley at (804) 828-1831.

Government, politics lecture series begins

Va. Tech instructor compares
political systems of the East, West

By Rama C. Van Pelt
CT REPORTER

VCU’s Department of Political Science and Public
Administration held its first spring lecture on Wednes-
day in the Forum Room of the Commons. The lecturer,
guest speaker Charles Taylor, professor at Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University, addressed the
emerging political party systems of Eastern Europe.

Eastern Europe is not a homogeneous area, Taylor
said, but rather an area composed of different degrees of

_ democracy and different levels to which their economies

- havebeen liberalized. Taylor explained the importance of
the concept of civil society in Eastern Europe, which
fosters political relationships. He described four different
cultural political zones of Eastern Europe, stating that
the movement toward democratization increases when
moving from Western to Eastern Europe countries due to
their history and culture.

Taylor, who said he spends a great deal of time doing
research in Germany, has served as chair of the Depart-
ment of Political Science at Virginia Tech. Taylor earned
his undergraduate degree from Carson Newman College
and received his master’s and doctoral degrees from Yale
University. He has taught in various institutions in
Germany, Hungary and Scotland and is also a writer.

The next speaker of the lecture series will be VCU
Professor Judyth Twigg, who will discuss “The Russian
Political Scene: What’s Old, What’s New, and What It All
Means.”

Rita Botts/Commonwealth Times

THE POLITICAL SCENE. Charles Taylor,
professor at Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University, describes Eastern
Europe’s move toward democracy Wednes-
day in the Commons’ Forum Room.

Rita Botts/Commonwealth Times

Betty Rollin, network-news correspondent,
author and breast cancer survivor, spoke Tues-
day at the annual Women and Wellness Lun-
cheon. The event at the Jefferson Hotel benefited
VCU’s Massey Cancer Center.

Rollin serves as a contributing correspondent
for NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw and also
has worked for NBC’s Today. Among her six
books includes First You Cry, which told of her
breast-cancer diagnosis and mastectomy. The
book, published in 1976, was later made into a
movie.

The Massey Cancer Center conducts cancer
research and treatment.
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Body Acceptance Week
February 14-18, 2000

Wheve else could you have FUN,
get PRIZES and a FREE MASSAGE ¢

Schedule of Events

Monday February 14, 2000

Treat Yourself to a Valentine - Get a FREE MASSAGE with Andrew Payne (sponsored by the Office of Health Promotion). Learn about body
image and eating habits. Test your own attitudes towards food and weight: Ask for a Screening Form. 11 am-2 pm, Commons Lobby Table

Video Presentation: Slim Hopes.. 12-1 pm, Capital Room A

Presentation and Discussion: “What's in the Music? The message, the meaning and the impact.” 1-2 pm, Capital Room A
H.E.A.L.T.H. meeting: A confidential support group on disordered eating. Any persons interested in the topic may attend.
7-8 pm, Metro Room, Commons

Tuesday February 15, 2000

Commons Lobby Table: Information and Screening Test available. 77am-2 pm

THE BODY FAIR: Play games, make a collage, learn about exercise and healthy eating. Enter the raffle to win FREE PRIZES. Test your own attitudes
towards food and weight: Ask for a Screening Form. Get a FREE MASSAGE with Andrew Payne (sponsored by Student Commons and Activities)
2-5 pm, Capital Rooms A - C, Commons

Keep Moving! Exercise class besides Body Fair. 3—4 pm, Capital Room D, Commons (tentative)

Presentation and Discussion: “What's in the Music? The message, the meaning and the impact.” Snacks and refreshments served.
7:30-8:15 pm, Johnson Hall TV Lounge

Wednesday February 16, 2000

Commuter CoffeeBRAKE information table. 9-17 am, Commons Lobby

“Top 10 Foods” Led by Ukrops’ Nutritionist. 1-2 pm, Common Ground

“kNOw Dieting!” A healthier approach to weight management. 7:30-8:30 pm, Commons (Room TBA)
Thursday February 17, 2000

Commons Lobby Table: Information and Screening Test available. 11 am-2 pm

FREE trial SPINNING class
at Cary Street Rec Center

' Sp,'o

“Mindful Eating” Learn to eat with full awareness so that mealtime is nourishing, relaxing and mindful.
12-1 pm, Capital Room C

“Should you Supplement your Diet?” Tracy Lamb. 1-2 pm, Capital Room C (tentative) o

Presentation and Discussion: “What's in the Music? The message, the meaning and the impact.” e
Snacks and refreshments served. 7:30 - 8:15 pm, Rhoads Hall Multipurpose Room Eor riore info Al RGBT 31

Friday February 18, 2000

Commons Lobby Table: Information and Screening Test available. 71 am-2 pm

Events are subject to change. For last minute information, call 828-9355

o\ YY*  Office of Health Promotion University Student Commons
nt 0V Academic Campus:  828-9355 and Activities
Y,\'O\‘% University C i - Academic Campus:  828-6500
y Counseling Services e
Academic Campus:  828-6200 Recreational Sports (Siegel Center) Virginia Commonwealth Universty
MCV Campus: 828-3964 Academic Campus:  827-1100 Division of Student Affairs

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability.

Monday, February 14, 2000 -



Monday, February 14, 2000

ATTENTION: PUBLISHING FACULTY ANDSTUDENTS

LET US TYPE YOUR MANUSCRIPTS !

PERFECT MANUSCRIPTS
Specializes in typing
eBooks eArticles o Theses eDissertations
e Formal Term Papers eFormal Reports

eFormal Grant Applications

20 Years Experience
Competitive Rates

Free initial consultation and estimate

RESERVE YOUR TYPING TIME NOW AND BEAT THE
MIDSEMESTER RUSH!

Or for more information call
Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat  9:00 am to 9:00 pm

Tues-Thurs 12 Noon to 9:00 pm

Phone 747-3830  Fax 747-0897 E-mail: jperfman @aol.com

Commonweallth Times ¢ 5
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THE VINE

Commonwealth Times

Trials and tribulations of the press

Jay-Anne Casuga
CT STAFF WRITER

The Times of the Times

Serving as the voice for the student
body, the Commonwealth Times, Virginia
Commonwealth University’s student-run
newspaper, was established in' 1969 after
the Richmond Professional Institute
merged with the Medical College of Vir-
ginia to form VCU in 1968.

The CT was originally The Proscript,
RPI's student newspaper (previously
known as Atlas), butitsname was changed
to reflect the new union between RPI and
MCV.

Whereas The Proscript “dealt exclu-
sively with campus affairs, the Times ...
roamed all over the map, dealing with city,
state and national issues,” according to
Virginius Dabney’s “Virginia Common-
wealth University: A Sesquicentennial
History,” which was published in 1987.

Originally a part of the instructional
program in RPI's department of journal-
ism, the CT, by mutual consent, separated
from the department in 1970 and became
an independent publication after it “pub-
lished some offensive remarks concerning
the election of Jim Elam, a black, as presi-
dent of student government” and because
it“was causingadrain onthedepartment’s
personnel and finances,” according to
Dabney.

Dabney wrote that the CT, at times,
shared a strained relationship with the
university’s administration. He recorded
several periods of time when the paper and
the administration did not see eye to eye.
One such period occurred in the late 70s
when the CT published the salaries of
university employees citing “the people’s
right to know” as their defense.

Another incident involved an “incred-
ibly obscene interview containing virtu-
ally nothing but gutter language” entitled
“I'm Nasty and They Don’t Like It,” which
former VCU President Edmund F. Ackell
regarded with “disappointment and dis-
pleasure.” During this incident, students
occasionallyreferred tothe CT asthe“Com-
monwealth Crimes” or “Punk Rock Rag.”

“There have been times of great accord
between [the student press and the admin-
istration,] but it’s also true that the CT
shared a powerful adversarial relation-
ship with authority at different periods,”
said Dr. Richard Wilson, former vice pro-
vost for student affairs from 1969-1994. “It
wasn’t anything out of the ordinary.

“The student press is often at odds with
theadministrationand perhapstheyshould
be. They are the eyes and ears of the
student body. The have the right to be
assertive and confront the administration
about issues that affect the students.”

The CT’s history hasn’t been completely
filled with controversy. It also won several
awards over the years; among them being
named the best college paper in Virginia
(1977-1979) and receiving a first place na-
tional award at a New York City conven-
tion among international college and uni-
versity newsmagazines (1980).

“There have been some very good years
and some lean years,” said George
Crutchfield, former director of the School

ofMass Communications. “Atsome points,
the paper was looked at as just a forum for
opinion. They had the type of attitude
where if they missed their deadline, they
missed it.

“The students who've worked on the
paper are all fine people. It’s true that
some have produced a better publication,
but they all did their job to provide a voice
for the students.”

Issues of the CT appear in newspaper
racks every Monday and Thursday.

The Seeds of The Vine

In 1978, VCU’s black community found
a voice with the establishment of Reflec-
tions in Ink, the student newsmagazine of
VCU, by members of the Black Student
Alliance and the League of Black Journal-
ists.

According to Dabney, Reflectionsin Ink
focused on issues such as apartheid in
South Africa, the inadequate number of
black faculty and the small number of
blacks in administrative positions at VCU.

He wrote that “the tone of Reflections in
Ink [was] less strident than might have
been anticipated” and that “its attitude
toward the administration [had] been less
obnoxious than that exhibited offand on by
The Commonwealth Times.”

In the fall of 1994, the newsmagazine
changed its name to The Vine because
Reflections in Ink had a negative reputa-
tion around campus due to its erratic pub-
lishing schedule in the early 90s and be-
cause the name just didn’t suit a campus
newsmagazine, said Craig Belcher, a
former executive editor of The Vine who
played amajorroleinchangingReflections
in Ink into The Vine.

After brainstorming for a new name,
Belcher and the rest of the staffeventually
agreed on The Vine, which they derived
from “grapevine.”

“The word ‘grapevine’ is usually associ-
ated with gossip-not that The Vine is all
about gossip-and the name gave the maga-
zine a kind of edge that Reflections in Ink
didn’t,” said Belcher. “I went through hell
getting the name changed.

“I had to get permission from all the
leaders of the black student groups be-
cause the newspaper belonged to the stu-
dentbody and they had tobe in agreement.
It was stupid. IThad totake care ofitduring
our first weekend of production and our
first issue looked terrible because I was
caught up in all of that red tape.”

The name of the newsmagazine wasn’t
the only thing that changed in the fall of
1994. The new name was also accompa-
nied by a “change in the vibe of the maga-
zine from an African-American one to a
more multicultural one,” said Randy L.
Gaskin, editor-in-chief of The Vine.

“Of course [The Vine] still has an Afri-
can-American perspective,” he said. “But,
we don’t want to be looked at as just for
African-Americans.”

Belcher agreed.

“We wanted to give [students] the total
picture of the university by telling stories
that weren't being covered by the Com-
monwealth Times and by providing all
students with an alternative voice,” he
said.

New issues of The Vine can be found in

History of VCU

Meet the press. (top) WVCW'’s sports director Travis Milton talks on
air during his show beginning at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays. (right) A |

photos by Rita Botts

collage of newsprint shows past appearances of such campus
publications as The Vine and the Commonwealth Times.

newsstands every two weeks.
Trials of the Student Press

It is important for students to under-
stand the importance of student publica-
tions’ existence and the trials that they
have faced, Crutchfield said.

“The student press serves as an infor-
mation medium,” he said. “They show life
at the university. They are an outlet for
opinion and a forum for creative expres-
sion. They provide students with guid-
ance, education and the opportunity to
learn about ethical standards in journal-
ism.”

Belcher agreed.

“We're here for the students, but Idon’t
think they realize what we go through for
them or some of the problems that we
face,” he said. “Putting together a paperis
not easy. It takes a-lot of hard work,
dedication and sacrifice. You really have
to love this job.”

Difficulties faced by VCU’s student pub-
lications, Crutchfield said, have primarily
been economic. Student publications do
not receive a substantial amount of money
despite advertising revenues and the
money allocated to them by the Student
Media Commission, the university organi-
zation that distributes a percentage of
student activity fees (23 percent) among
the various student media. ’

Thelack of money, he said, amongother
things (such as the dedication of the staff),
can and does affect the frequency of publi-
cation or even the size of the publication.
For instance, the CT used to publish in
“standard format” (the size of the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch) before it switched
to“tabloid format” to cut down on costs. Its
publication schedule also varied over the
years, fluctuating between three times a
week and once a week.

The problem of infrequent publication,
Belcher said, would sometimes cause the
SMC tostepin. Mo a0

“We'renothere tostifle creativity,”said
L. Victor Collins, director of the office of
multicultural student affairs and member
ofthe SMC. “If we give them money to do
something and they’re not doing it, then
it’s our responsibility to raise questions
and make those types of inquiries as to
why they aren’t.”

According to the SMC’s bylaws, it is
theirduty to“protect therightsof students
who are required to subscribe to the stu-
dent media through payment of the stu-
dent activity fee.”

Collins also said that these types of
conversations with the student media
were, in fact, pretty rare.

Contrary to popular belief, Wilson said,
VCU’sadministrationnever posed athreat
to the student press in terms of censor-
ship.

In fact, the university’s administra-
tion, particularly the SMC, supports the
CT and The Vine against censorship. Ac-
cording to its bylaws, the SMC works to
protect the First Amendment privileges of
thestudent mediaby “supporting the maxi-
mum freedom of expression to all students
involved in the student media” and “[af-
firming] the right of the student media to
determine the content of their product.
The SMC neither “supports nor defends
any prior reviewing of content by univer-
sity personnel in an effort to enforce cen-
sorship prior to distribution.”

Occasionally,student publicationshave
come across the danger of potential libel
lawsuits that stemmed from “our own
carelessnessand inaccuracies,”said Wilma
Wirt, an associate professor in the School
of Mass Communications and the CT’s
faculty adviser.

“We've been lucky, very lucky to have
avoided potential lawsuits,” she said.
“We've been fortunate because we've been
able to come through and remedy situa-
tion$ quickly.”

One case involving a potential libel suit
occurred in 1992 when the CT published a
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known as Atlas), butitsname was changed
to reflect the new union between RPI and
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wealth University: A Sesquicentennial
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ism, the CT, by mutual consent, separated
from the department in 1970 and became
an independent publication after it “pub-
lished some offensive remarks concerning
the election of Jim Elam, a black, as presi-
dent of student government” and because
it“was causingadrainonthedepartment’s
personnel and finances,” according to
Dabney.

Dabney wrote that the CT, at times,
shared a strained relationship with the
university’s administration. He recorded
several periods of time when the paper and
the administration did not see eye to eye.
One such period occurred in the late 70s
when the CT published the salaries of
university employees citing “the people’s
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Another incident involved an “incred-
ibly obscene interview containing virtu-
ally nothing but gutter language” entitled
“I'm Nasty and They Don’t Like It,” which
former VCU President Edmund F. Ackell
regarded with “disappointment and dis-
pleasure.” During this incident, students
occasionallyreferred tothe CT asthe“Com-
monwealth Crimes” or “Punk Rock Rag.”

“There have been times of great accord
between [the student press and the admin-
istration,] but it’s also true that the CT
shared a powerful adversarial relation-
ship with authority at different periods,”
said Dr. Richard Wilson, former vice pro-
vost for student affairs from 1969-1994. “It
wasn’t anything out of the ordinary.

“The student press is often at odds with
theadministration and perhapstheyshould
be. They are the eyes and ears of the
student body. The have the right to be
assertive and confront the administration
about issues that affect the students.”

The CT’s history hasn’t been completely
filled with controversy. It also won several
awards over the years; among them being
named the best college paper in Virginia
(1977-1979) and receiving a first place na-
tional award at a New York City conven-
tion among international college and uni-
versity newsmagazines (1980).

“There have been some very good years
and some lean years,” said George
Crutchfield, former director of the School

of Mass Communications. “Atsome points,
the paper was looked at as just a forum for
opinion. They had the type of attitude
where if they missed their deadline, they
missed it.

“The students who've worked on the
paper are all fine people. It’s true that
some have produced a better publication,
but they all did their job to provide a voice
for the students.”

Issues of the CT appear in newspaper
racks every Monday and Thursday.
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In 1978, VCU’s black community found
a voice with the establishment of Reflec-
tions in Ink, the student newsmagazine of
VCU, by members of the Black Student
Alliance and the League of Black Journal-
ists.

According to Dabney, Reflectionsin Ink
focused on issues such as apartheid in
South Africa, the inadequate number of
black faculty and the small number of
blacksin administrative positions at VCU.

He wrote that “the tone of Reflections in
Ink [was] less strident than might have
been anticipated” and that “its attitude
toward the administration [had] been less
obnoxious than that exhibited offand on by
The Commonwealth Times.”

In the fall of 1994, the newsmagazine
changed its name to The Vine because
Reflections in Ink had a negative reputa-
tion around campus due to its erratic pub-
lishing schedule in the early 90s and be-
cause the name just didn’t suit a campus
newsmagazine, said Craig Belcher, a
former executive editor of The Vine who
played amajorroleinchangingReflections
in Ink into The Vine.

After brainstorming for a new name,
Belcher and the rest of the staffeventually
agreed on The Vine, which they derived
from “grapevine.”

“The word ‘grapevine’ is usually associ-
ated with gossip-not that The Vine is all
about gossip-and the name gave the maga-
zine a kind of edge that Reflections in Ink
didn’t,” said Belcher. “I went through hell
getting the name changed.

“I had to get permission from all the
leaders of the black student groups be-
cause the newspaper belonged to the stu-
dentbody and they had tobe in agreement.
It was stupid. IThad totake care ofitduring
our first weekend of production and our
first issue looked terrible because I was
caught up in all of that red tape.”

The name of the newsmagazine wasn’t
the only thing that changed in the fall of
1994. The new name was also accompa-
nied by a “change in the vibe of the maga-
zine from an African-American one to a
more multicultural one,” said Randy L.
Gaskin, editor-in-chief of The Vine.

“Of course [The Vine] still has an Afri-
can-American perspective,” he said. “But,
we don’t want to be looked at as just for
African-Americans.”

Belcher agreed.

“We wanted to give [students] the total
picture of the university by telling stories
that weren't being covered by the Com-
monwealth Times and by providing all
students with an alternative voice,” he
said.

New issues of The Vine can be found in

Meet the press. (top) WVCW'’s sports director Travis Milton talks on |
air during his show beginning at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays. (right) A

photos by Rita Botts

collage of newsprint shows past appearances of such campus
publications as The Vine and the Commonwealth Times.

newsstands every two weeks.
Trials of the Student Press

It is important for students to under-
stand the importance of student publica-
tions’ existence and the trials that they
have faced, Crutchfield said.

“The student press serves as an infor-
mation medium,” he said. “They show life
at the university. They are an outlet for
opinion and a forum for creative expres-
sion. They provide students with guid-
ance, education and the opportunity to
learn about ethical standards in journal-
ism.”

Belcher agreed.

“We're here for the students, but I don’t
think they realize what we go through for
them or some of the problems that we
face,” he said. “Putting together a paperis
not easy. It takes alot of hard work,
dedication and sacrifice. You really have
to love this job.”

Difficulties faced by VCU’s student pub-
lications, Crutchfield said, have primarily
been economic. Student publications do
notreceive a substantial amount of money
despite advertising revenues and the
money allocated to them by the Student
Media Commission, the university organi-
zation that distributes a percentage of
student activity fees (23 percent) among
the various student media. ’

Thelack of money, he said, amongother
things (such as the dedication of the staff),
can and does affect the frequency of publi-
cation or even the size of the publication.
For instance, the CT used to publish in
“standard format” (the size of the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch) before it switched
to“tabloid format” to cut down on costs. Its
publication schedule also varied over the
years, fluctuating between three times a
week and once a week.

The problem of infrequent publication,
Belcher said, would sometimes cause the
SMC to step in. Vet A

“We’renothere tostifle creativity,” said
L. Victor Collins, director of the office of
multicultural student affairs and member
of the SMC. “If we give them money to do
something and they’re not doing it, then
it’s our responsibility to raise questions
and make those types of inquiries as to
why they aren’t.”

According to the SMC’s bylaws, it is
their duty to“protect therights of students
who are required to subscribe to the stu-
dent media through payment of the stu-
dent activity fee.”

Collins also said that these types of
conversations with the student media
were, in fact, pretty rare.

Contrary to popular belief, Wilson said,
VCU’sadministrationnever posed athreat
to the student press in terms of censor-
ship.

In fact, the university’s administra-
tion, particularly the SMC, supports the
CT and The Vine against censorship. Ac-
cording to its bylaws, the SMC works to
protect the First Amendment privileges of
thestudentmediaby “supporting the maxi-
mum freedom of expression to all students
involved in the student media” and “[af-
firming] the right of the student media to
determine the content of their product.
The SMC neither “supports nor defends
any prior reviewing of content by univer-
sity personnel in an effort to enforce cen-
sorship prior to distribution.”

Occasionally,student publicationshave
come across the danger of potential libel
lawsuits that stemmed from “our own
carelessnessand inaccuracies,”said Wilma
Wirt, an associate professor in the School
of Mass Communications and the CT’s
faculty adviser.

“We've been lucky, very lucky to have
avoided potential lawsuits,” she said.
“We've been fortunate because we’ve been
able to come through and remedy situa-
tion§ quickly.”

One case involving a potential libel suit
occurred in 1992 when the CT published a

story about the arrest of two VCU athletes
charged with grand larceny and breaking
and entering. The CT also placed a photo-
graph of one of the two athletes in question
alongside the story. Unfortunately, they
published a photograph of the wrong ath-
lete.

“We found out about the story pretty
close to deadline,” said Michael Gorman, a
former CT staff writer who wrote the story
about the arrest. “We were all in a hurry
and didn’t thoroughly check everything
out. We didn’t mean for it to happen, but it
did. It was a really bad mistake.”

Gorman recalled how the staffmoved as
quickly as possible to remove the issues
that had already been distributed to cam-
pus stands. They shredded about 10,000
copies of the issue and, after a meeting,
decided to redo page one and correct the
mistake.

"I was pretty scared,” he said. “If we
hadn’t realized what had happened, the
consequences could have been severe. Most
of the time, this type of mistake doesn’t
hapoen, but it definitely was a good learn-
ing experience on how easily [libel] can
happen. It’s good to remember that it’s
other people’sreputationsthat are affected
when we make a mistake.”

In terms of actual court cases, the num-
ber of libel suits filed against college publi-

cations is. relatively low, said Mark
Goodman, executive director of the Stu-
dent Press Law Center in Arlington, Va.

“I think college journalists are gener-
ally careful because they’re new, so they
tend to be fairly cautious” he said. “Libel
suits are very hard to win in any case so
they’re pretty rare.”

Wirt said that people have to remember
that the staff of campus publications is
comprised of students and that errors are
never intentional.

“Even the most well-qualified students

will truly believe they understand a situa-
tion thatis newsworthy,” she said. “Andin
their excitement and eagerness to get the
story in print as quickly as possible, they
make errors.

“We all make mistakes. It’s all alearn-
ing process and the administration has
been very supportive through it.”

Wilson agreed.

“The student media needs to be pro-
moted by the administration,” he said.
“They’re as important as anything else in
the student community, if not more so.

“Journalism plays a pivotal role in soci-
ety-a free press is critical to democracy-
and an active, alive, curious and truth-
seeking student press carries the heavy
responsibility of delivering the news and
promoting discourse.”

Radio provides creative outlet on air

Laura Davis
CT REPORTER

Sitting around your dorm room on snow days is no party. But it can
be. How about a little music? '

WVCW is VCU’s student-run and student-managed radio station.
Students can tune in at 640 AM on campus and off campus at 90.5 on
Media One Cable Radio.

The station broadcasts seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. and
accepts requests, according to its Web site.

WVCW began around the early 1970s in the basement of Millheiser
House, according to John S. Geerdes, former WVCW station manager
and televisions system engineer.

Back then it was WJRB, which stands for James River Broadcasting,
but was later changed to WVCW.

Geerdes was manager from May 1980 to May 1982.

- “We tried very hard to stay on top of transmission quality. (We had)
a newscast at the top of every hour,” he said.

The station’s format was New Wave in the early 1980s. Current News
Director Mike Liedtke said the station now plays a variety of music,
“and that’s appropriate because VCU is diverse.”

“It’smorerock than anything else,” he said, butrap, old school hip hop,
country and some other genres are played as well.

Working at WVCW has helped Liedtke make contacts at record
labels, and it also helps with people skills and public speaking, he said.

Geerdes said, “(WVCW is) a good training ground right now for people
who want to get into radio, if run correctly. Alot of students have gone
on to work in radio and broadcasting.”

He said that when he was manager “the students were dedicated to
the student voice, but the voice was limited because it was not over air.”

The station does not have an over-the-air broadcast signal, so it has
never been geared to be a force for social movement in the university, he
added. WVCW is more about entertainment, said Geerdes.

Getting a license poses some problems.

Geerdes said one problem is that the only place on the educational
band for the station would interfere with the audio of TV’s Channel 6.

Also, consistency and leadership are needed in WVCW to influence
the university to hold a license for it, he said. The university, not the
station itself, must hold the license, and Geerdes said the school would
want some faculty members to be responsible.

“The station’s been struggling with (this problem) for 25 years,” he
said. Because the station has never constantly had reliable leadership,
Geerdes said that if he were the university, he would not grant the
license. : X

Even without a license, WVCW continues to entertain. Liedtke said
plans are in the making for a concert at Schafer Court. Nationally
known performers may include Less than Jake and Cool Keith.

And, listeners can always request a song by calling (804) 828-1061 or
(804) 828-1055.

WVCW

on campus -- 640 AM
off campus -- 90.5 FM
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Also, consistency and leadership are needed in WVCW to influence
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want some faculty members to be responsible.
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Are high credit card
rates sending your
money down
the drain?

Transfer to Virginia Credit Union and save!

Are you tired of watching your hard earned money slip
away? You could save money when you transfer your
higher rate credit cards over to a new Virginia Credit
Union Visa® or MasterCard®. With these credit cards,
transfers and purchases made in the first 90 days are
locked in at a low 9.96% APR until those purchases are
paid off, not just for a few months!

For all transactions made after the first 90 days, the
rate is a low 13.96% APR (fixed rate). There’s no
annual fee on VACU credit cards!

Apply for a VACU credit card and relax. Our interest
rates won't send your money down the drain.

Apply today online or by phone!
Member Services (804) 323-6800
www.VirginiaCreditUnion.org

/VIRGINIA
' = CREDIT UNION, INC.

Rates current as of 1/27/00. You can apply for membership and a credit card at the same
time. VACU is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration, a U.S.
government agency.

“A MAGICAL, MUSICAL,
ANIMATED MASTERPIECE!”

David Sheehan, CBS-TV

“IMAX" Is THe WAY TO Stk IT — NOT Just As A FiLm, But As AN EVent
Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“FANTASIA 2000’ INTRODUCES SEVEN NEw MuSICAL
MOVEMENTS WHILE KEEPING ‘THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE.

Two THumss Up!”

Roger Ebert and Harry Knowles,
ROGER EBERT & THE MOVIES

2000
THeE IIMAX ExPERIENC E®
Bl irom e P i @iz PSS b
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT ENDS APRIL 30.

ETHYL CORPORATION

IMLAXX oome

SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA
2500 WeST! 232202054

o @

FOR ADVANCE TICKETS
CALL 1-800-659-1727
& SELECT OPTION

Planetarium Shows
1 Mon-Wed noon, 2:15, 4:30 PM
Thurs noon, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45 PM
A e wss  wSwme4  Fri-Sat noon, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00 PM
$1 SERVICE CHARGE PER TICKET. (C] Sun noon, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45 PM
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT. NO PASSES, VIP OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED.

Classes are starting now!
Call today to reserve your seat.

Ready for the April 15
exam?

Are you sure?
There's still plenty of.
room in our classes
beginning in January!

1-800-KAP-TEST ——
www.kaplan.com

*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges.

60 YEARS OF BUILDING FUTURES. ONE SUCCESS STORY AT A TIME.

-
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Review:

McEntire turns pages

with ‘The Singer’s Diary’

Tom Netherland
CT SpectruM EpITOR

In her 20-plus years career country
queen Reba McEntire can be accused of
much —of bending country’s boundaries,
of being difficult, of taking chances.

They’ve all worked to her benefit.

As has her current “The Singer’s Di-
ary”tour that stopped for twohours Thurs-
day night at the Richmond Coliseum.
McEntire adopted a Broadway-like show
tochronicle herlife to this point. Complete
with a cadre oflithe dancers, bright lights
and 23 songs to sing the red-headed Okla-
homan wowed the smallish crowd ofabout
3,000 in her own inimitable way.

And what a way she has.

The show opened in Oklahoma, 1974
with her being discovered by Red Steagall
as she sung “Star Spangled Banner” be-
fore a rodeo. Dressed to the nines in cow-
boy hat and boots, gleaming red wigand a
nervous look painted like a desert sky
across her face, McEntire encapsulated
theaudience foraridethatincluded bumps
and bruises as well as good and bad times.

Call her honest.

Call her fortunate. Fortunate to have
beenattheright placeand talented enough
to have gotten to the right place.

Not that all proved right. An early
marriage to Charlie Battles (“Prince
Charming meets the Marlboro Man”), a
rodeo veteran 10 years her elder led tolife
on therodeocircuit. Ashe grew tired of the
travel, her career began to lift off with a
Mercury Recordsrecording contract, noted
by her tear-torn performance of “(You Lift
Me) Up to Heaven.”

Trouble grew.

As an actor who portrayed Battles sat
sleeping before a television, a baggage-
laden McEntire sang “Somebody Should
Leave.”

Darkness descended upon the stage,
quickly replaced by amade-over McEntire
and a pair of short-skirted ladies as she
ripped and roared that she commands “R-
E-S-P-E-C-T.”

No argument here.

“So I moved to Nashville after the di-
vorce,” McEntire told the crowd. “I got into
the single way of living, but truth is, I was
used to being married...”

And with that she eased into “New Fool
at an Old Game,” her mindset caught
unawares at living without a man. That
changed with the entry of Narvel
Blackstock, her steel guitar player.

“I found the perfect person,” she said.
“He was sitting behind me all along.”

As she spread wide the pages of her
diary, Reba remembered her father witha
sterling“The GreatestManINever Knew,”
recalled her late band (they were killed in
a 1991 plane crash) with “I'd Rather Ride
Around with You” and served an angelic
“IfThad only Known” as a final goodbye to
them.

From there, the concert left the diary’s
pagesinthe past by adding a few new ones
with spirited spins of “We're so good To-
gether” and a thought-provoking “What
do You Say.”

Chances taken, success reaped, Reba
waved goodbye to an adoring crowd who
have been along all along for the spectacle
that’s been the life of Reba McEntire.

Country Queen

MCA Records

SITTIN’ PRETTY. Reba
McEntire recently wowed
concert goers with her ‘Sing-
ers Diary’ tour at the Rich-
mond Coliseum.

McEntire’s latest work, which
features songs as “What do
You Say,” and “I'll Be,” is
titled “So Good Together.”

Think about it:

“If you are not
courageous
enough to take
risks, you will
accomplish
nothing in life.” —
Muhammad Ali.

%pp oy Ualentine’s
Day
From the CT

Webbin’ it:
Black history sites

Tom Netherland
CT SpectrRuM EpiToR

In keeping with Black History Month,
this column once again peers through the
millions upon millions of Web sites on the
Internet for pertinent sites.

There are some doozies.

Museums to your liking? Then look
into the Smithsonian Institution’s Afri-
can-American resource at www.si.edu/
resource/tours/afafam/start.htm fora
substantial peek into its vast archives.
Photos galore and so much more includ-
ing written works and reference guides
may well quench your thirst for data that
extends beyond the mere curious.

If not, then turn to the Public Broad-
casting System’s site at www.pbs.org/
history/american.html for a bit differ-
entlook —ifnot more encompassing —look
into black history. While offering little by
way ofbreadth, the site may well appeal to
those whowish toonly scrape the history’s
surface.

Yet for those not content with mere
minutiae and politics and would rather
seek the effect of political policies on the
culture, the Archives ofthe African-Ameri-
can Music and Culture should be more
than you will ever need. Located at
www.indiana.edu/~aaame¢ , beware
that the site remains under construction.
Yet a quick glance at the site’s home page
indicated an expansive list of items which
it intends to document.

And speaking of a document, no photo
in 20* century black history captured a
wider array of legendary figures than the
one taken of a large group of jazz musi-
ciansinHarlemin 1958. Bandleader Count
Basie, saxophonist Sonny Rollins, pianist
Thelonious Monk and Emmett Berry are
featuredinthe photothatincluded Harlem
Renaissance poet Langston Hughes. If
you wish to learn more about the photo
and its inhabitants, go to
www.harlem.or: atday.html

Click on the photo to go to a search
engine that will allow.users to identify
and cull details about each individual in
the photo.

Few in black history did more to enact
change to ensure and solidify equality
than Thurgood Marshall. As the lead
NAACP lawyer for the defense in the
landmark Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka, thedeceased U.S. Supreme Court
justice helped stamp a path across which
further change would travel. Several ex-
cellentMarshallbiographiesexist, includ-
ing the most recent one by Juan Williams.
Care not to buy the book or wish to aug-
ment what you've read thus far? Go to
www.thurgoodmarshall.com , a com-
panion site to Williams’ book.

Still, most civil rights roads lead to
Martin Luther King Jr. The late civil -
rights leader marched and preached, ca-
joled and coerced a nation into following
the path to equality. Numerous Web sites
document the trail that lead ultimately to
Memphis and his 1968 death. One of the
better ones can be found at http:/
usparks.about.com/library/weekly/
aa011199.htm

LookfarﬁltureWebmn’itco!umns
or call me at 828-1058 or reach me

through e-mail at wsm650@aol.com
: a.ndletmeknowwhat you’dhketosee ’
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No. 1 RAM. Daniel Andersson (playing against Duke) became only
the second player ever to win the National Clay Court and Rolex
Indoor tournaments in the same season.

- RaMs RouNDuP :

Offense explodes in sweep

VCU (5-1)scored 44 runsin 2 1/2 games
to sweep St. Peter’s (0-3) this weekend at
The Diamond

Game 1 Rams 8, Peacocks 2: VCU used
a four-run first frame to set the tone in
their home-opener for this season.

Danny Lopaze’s three-run homer was
the big blow for the Rams, who scored in
the first inning for the fourth straight
- =~ game. Lopaze finished the game two for 5
" with two runs and five'RBIs.

Jason Dubois started and went seven
innings to pick up his first win.

Game 2 Rams 25 Peacocks 7: After a
scoreless first inning for both clubs the
Rams caught fire in the second frame, and
plated 15 runs to spearhead a 25-7 beating
inthenightcapofthe Friday doubleheader.
The 25-run output tied a school record
that was set in 1984.

Six different Rams had multi-hit per-
formances.

KevinElrod smacked ahomerun, scored
three runs, had three RBIs, and finished 4
for 5. Dubois had a pair of doubles, a triple

and six RBIs. Jose Pabon had three hits
and three RBIs while Tim Allen hit his
second homer this season.

John Korn pitched four scoreless in-
nings for his first win.

Game 3 Rams 11 Peacocks 3 (4.5 inn.):
SPU scored three runs in the first two
innings but Marc Fisher settled down.
Fisher allowed one baserunner in his last
three innings to improve to 2-0 and help
VCU to the triumph Sunday afternoon.

After the Peacocks at bat in the fifth,
the game was called because of rain.

VCU came up tobat the first time down
1-0,but overcame that deficit with abases-

clearing double by Cory Bauswell that put .

the Rams ahead 3-1.

Barry Blake smacked a two-run double
in the second inning to put the Rams
ahead 5-3.

Lopaze doubled in two Rams and Elrod
singled in two more to spearhead a six-run
fourth that broke the game open.

BRIEFS continued to page 11

Andersson finishes dominant
fall season with Indoor fitle

George Templeton
CT SporTs Eprror

Twenty-nine wins, one defeat. That’s
Daniel Andersson’s record this year. He
won the Milwaukee Tennis Classic and
two of three legs of the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association’s grand slam, the T.
Rowe Price National Clay Court Champi-
onship and the Rolex National Intercolle-
giate Indoor Championship.

Not bad for a guy who was injured most
of the summer

“Ididn’t play for a month because of my
back injuries,” Andersson said. “I wasn’t
sure how Iwas going toplay thisyear.Thad
no idea I could do something like this.”

Afterwinningin Milwaukee, Andersson
charged through the draw at the National
Claw courts finishing up by sweeping Ram
teammate, Frank Moser, in the final.

“After I won that first tournament, my
confidence was growing,” Andersson said.
“I worked really hard, and I just kept
playing better and better.”

Andersson’s one loss? That came at the
All-American championships, the second
leg of the ITA grand slam. Andersson lost
to eventual champion K.J. Hippensteel 6-
3, 6-2 in the quarterfinals.

“Hippensteel wasreallyhotinthat tour-
nament,” Andersson explained. “I didn’t
really play that bad in the match, but he
was just rolling.”

After helping lead the Rams to a 3-0
start and an upset of No. 9 Tennessee at
O’Charley’s/Vol Tennis Classic, Andersson
headed to Farmer’s Branch, Texas for the
Indoor championship.

Andersson, ranked second in the ITA,
drew Alfonso Honrado, a wild-card entry
from Oklahoma City, a tiny National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
school.

“I was a little worried about my first
round match,” Andersson said. “Usually
the first couple of matches are tough for

me. I didn’t know anything about the guy
I was playing against.”

Andersson dispatched Honrado 6-2, 6-
0, then defeated 20th-ranked Eduardo
Gordilho of Louisiana-Lafayette 6-2, 7-5.

In the quarterfinal Andersson, the
tournament’s top seed, battled Notre
Dame’s Ryan Sachire, 14th in the ITA.
Andersson had battled Sachire on occa-
sion.

“I thought that if I could beat Sachire,
then I had a chance to win the tourna-
ment,” Andersson said. “He’s been one of
those tougher opponents for me.”

Andersson took care of Sachire 6-3, 6-2.
“That was one of my better matches this
week.”

In the semifinals Andersson faced
Stanford’s Alex Kim, No. 6 in the ITA. This
match proved to be Andersson’s most diffi-
cult.

“Istarted offin the match OK. and Iwas
kind oflucky towin the first set,” Andersson
said. “He played a whole lot better in the
second set and at the start of the third.”

After splitting the first two sets Kim
broke Andersson twice in the third set for
a 3-0 lead. Andersson recovered by win-
ning six of the last seven games of the
match to win 6-3, 3-6, 6-4.

“Ithought it was over,” Andersson said.
“Igot one break and started to play flat and
keep the ball low. I didn’t play too much
better. I think he got a little nervous.”

On to the final and Florida’s Jeff
Morrison, the second seed in the tourna-
ment.

“Ifelt confident after the win that T had
in the semifinal,” Andersson said.
“Morrison won three of the four matches I
had played against him. I did feel that if I
played my game I could beat him.”

That’s exactly what Andersson did,
whipping Morrison 6-4, 6-2 to win the
championship.

ANDERSSON continued to page 11
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ANDERSSON: Pressure
not as high this year
continued from page 11

“I didn’t let him have any free points,”
Andersson said. “Morrison is used to get-
ting free points off his serve, and I didn’t
givehim any. Ibroke his serve five times.”

In total, Andersson said the Indoor
championships was the best week of ten-
nis he has ever played.

The rarity of winning two ITA grand
slamsin one year hasn’t beenlost on VCU
men’s tennis coach Paul Kostin.

“What Daniel has done is historic,”
Kostin said. “The Collegiate Tennis Hall

—— ofFamecalled meand asked for hisracket.
Only five other guysin college tennis have
ever won two of the grand slams.”

Despite likely being the No. 1 playerin
the country when the rankings are re-
leased next week, Andersson doesn’t feel
as much pressure as he did in past years
at VCU.

“We have a really good team,”
Andersson said. “Idon’t feel that Thave to
win the match for us to beat a team,
because everyone ofour playersis capable
of winning for us. It's not like my first
couple of years here when our top-3 play-

““ers had to win.”

Commonwealth Timese 11

BREIFS: Rams fare well at Penn State

continued from page 10

Two runners qualify for NCAA
Indoors

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — At the
Nittany Lion qualifier, Maria Elena-Calle
qualified forthe NCAA Indoor Champion-
ships in the 3,000 meters while Jesus
Ortega qualified in the mile.

Callewonhereventinatime0f9:36.32.
She competed in the 3,000 meters at the
NCAA Indoors last season as well as the
5,000 meters.

Ortega missed a school record for the
mileby onesecond with his time 0f4:04.18.
Ortega finished second in the mile event.

Gabrielle DeShong, James Green and
Joe Reid also qualified for major track
events as well.

« DeShongfinished fifthin thelongjump
with an effort of 18-11 3/4, which was good
enough to qualify her for the Eastern
College Athletic Conference champion-
ships.

James Green and Joe Reid both quali-
fied for the IC4A championships in the
800 meters. Green’s time was 1:53.41,
14th in the run, while Reid finisked 16th,
in a time of 1:53.39.

Demon Deacons shutout Rams

WINSTON SALEM, N.C. — Wake For-
est players dropped only one set'in beating
the VCU women’s tennis team 7-0. Only
Raluca Ciulei took her opponent to three
sets. WFU (1-0) was the second top-10
opponent the Rams (1-2) have faced.

Singles

No. 6 Adria Engel d. No. 55 Andrea
Ondrisova 7-5, 6-1

No.34Janet Bergmand. Kate Vasysleva
6-3, 6-2

No. 65 Bea Bielik d. Yana Sokolenko 6-
0, 6-4

No. 69 Maren Haus d. Raluca Ciulei 4-
6, 7-6, 6-3

No. 40 Jackie Houston d. Lyudmyla
Teterina 6-2, 6-3

Annemarie Hilton d. Siri Thayaprasat
6-0, 6-0

Doubles
Bergman/Hilton d. Sokolenko/Teterina
1

® compiled from news sources

Rams bedeviled again
VCU now 0-20 all-time against Duke

George Templeton
CT SporTts EpITor

Over the nine years Paul Kostin has
been the coach at VCU, the doubles com-
binations, the strategies, and the players
have changed. The result has always
been the same Duke has beaten VCU.

In a battle between top-10 teams at
the Thalhimer Tennis Center, the Blue
Devils started off hot by winning the
doubles point, and the Rams never gen-
erated much of a threat in Duke’s 4-1
victory.

“Wedidn’t play thatbad,” Kostin said.
“Duke jumped on us and never folded.
They played a great match today.”

In doubles, Fernando and Jose
Sanchez (not related) were the only win-

- ners for the Rams, defeating Andres
Pedroso and Joel Spicher 8-5in the No. 3
doubles match.

In the No. 2 doubles match Duke’s
Marko Cerenko and Ted Rueger easily
dispatched Mats Norin and Olle
Lundberg 8-2.

The Blue Devils won the point when
the 33rd-ranked team of Doug Root and
Ramsey Smith upset Daniel Andersson
and Frank Moser, No. 13 in doubles, 8-5.

Smith and Root’s victory was keyed

when they broke VCU’s serve to take a 6-4
lead.

“Their winin doubles gave them a pretty
good boost for singles,” Kostin said.

Inthefoursingles matches played, Duke
players took the first set in three with only
Anderssonwinningthefirstsetinhismatch.

Andersson took the only point for the
Rams (7-1) with a 6-4, 6-1 win over 44th-
ranked Pedroso.

“I didn’t play good at all today,”
Andersson said. “I tried to do too much in
the beginning and Pedroso’s pace bothered
me a bit. I was in more of a rhythm in the
second set.”

Root, 33rd in the nation, won his match
in workmanlike fashion 6-4, 6-4 over 25th-
ranked Jose Sanchez.

“Playing Root at twowas a good move for
them,” Kostin said. “Normally they play
him at one, but having Root play Sanchez
was abetter matchup for them then having
Sanchez play Pedroso.”

Smith, No., 58 in the nation, frustrated
No. 5 Moser all day, winning the match 6-
2, 7-5.

“Frank was a little rusty today,” Kostin
said. “He didn’t play a lot at the Indoor
tourncment and he needs to play a lot of
matches.”

Rita Botts/Commonwealth Times

READY. SET. SWING! Mats Norin returns a shot in doubles against
Duke with partner Olle Lundbers looking on. One court down, Jose
and Fernando Sanchez stand ready. Lundberg and Norin lost 8-2 in
the No. 2 doubles match while the two Sanchez’s won the No. 3

doubles match. The Rams lost the doubles point to the Blue Devils.

Joel Spicher clinched Duke’s win with a
6-4, 3-6, 6-1 victory over Mats Norin.

“This isn’t the end of the world,” Kostin
said. “This loss could help us a lot more
than people think. I would rather win the
bigmatches attheend of the year, then win
now.”

Tenth-ranked VCU rebounded from the
loss by beating up on Colonial Athletic
Association opponents Richmond, 4-1,
James Madison, 4-1, George Mason, 5-0,
and American, 4-1, at the VCU 4-1 Invita-
tional.

- Rams win 45 minute war over Seahawks with Hampton’s foul shot

Jennifer Walker
CT AsSocIATE SporTs EDITOR

VCU men’s basketball team had their
night cut for them as they played host to
the UNC Wilmington in a physical battle
in the Colonial Athletic Association.

It was close till the bitter end, with the
hard-fought game decided by Shawn
Hampton made the second of two free-
throws with 5.3 seconds left to hand the
Rams (4-7, 11-11) a 55-54 triumph. The
win broke a four-game losing streak.

“I'was thinking about practice and hav-
ing to run a lot tomorrow,” Hampton said

of what he was thinking before the win-
ning free throw. “The ball felt heavy on the

first shot. It felt lighter onthe second shot.”

Hampton went to the foul line after
Oleg Kojenets fouled him on a rebound off
a Seahawk miss.

“Come on, we had a felony before that,”
Wainwright said. “For them to call that
after what had happened in the last three
minutes, it’s ridiculous.:

Wainwright alluded toa collision Hamp-
ton had with Kojenets under the basket, a
minute before the foul call.

VCU led for most of the first half and
held a seven-point lead late in the stanza.

UNCW scored the last six points of the half
to head to the locker room trailing 22-21.

“Thisisthemostphysical effort we have
givenallyear,”said coachMack McCarthy.
“UNCW willmakeyou play that way. They
guard you physically, they rebound physi-
cally, they even play offense physically.”

The pace of the game was a crawl and
the offensive statistics were dreadful for
both teams. UNCW (6-6, 12-10) shot 32.3
percent (20 for 62) including missing seven
of eight shots in the overtime.

VCU’s shooting wasn’t any better. The
Rams shot 31.3 percent (20 for 64), and hit
only 3 of 24 shots from behind the arc.

“If we could have shot anything then we
would have had 25 assists,” McCarthy
said.

Hampton led the Rams with 16 points
and 10rebounds. Reggie Okosahad agame-
high of 13 rebounds.

“Reggie and Shawn are capable of doing
this every night,” McCarthy said. “They
are sophomores and they will still have
moments where they are not consistent.”

Taylor hit two foul shots with 17.6 sec-
onds left to send the game to overtime.

On the opposing side, UNCW’s Brett
Blizzard tallied up 14 points, hitting 4 of 14
shots:



Low Risk Drinking Guidelines

No more than 1 drink per hour.

No more than 3 drinks in a sitting for women.
No more than 4 drinks in a sitting for men.

0 drinks if you are under 21 or friving.

Virginia Commonweafth University

Office of Health Promotion
Division of Student Affairs

* Based on a survey data collected by the Office of Health
Promotion (Spring 1999) from 711 randomly selected VCU
undergraduate students.
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