
Tues:This isSpring 
weather? 

Wed: No, this is 
hockey weather 
High 63, low 43. 

. Monday, Aprill 0, 2000 The Student Press of Virginia Commonwealth University Vol 32, No. 20 
High 67, low 46. 

Flames damage Life Sciences Building 
r-~--------------------------------------~-----------'WHERE 

Jessamvn Miller/Commonwealth Times 

THERE'S 
SMOKE. A 
firetruck 
Crane sits 
ready 
while a 
firefighter 
battles a 
blaze 
Thursday 
afternoon 
on top of 
the Life 
Sciences 
Building. 
Noone 
was hurt 
and the 
building's 
opening 
will not be 
delayed .. 

Cause of fire 
undetermined 

Jay-Anne Casuga and 
Laura K. Davis 
CT STAFF WRITERS 

Confusion reigned as a thick cloud of 
gray smoke blanketed theacademiccam
pus Thursday afternoon, interrupting 
classes in surrounding buildings. 

"It looked like a dust storm. My eyes 
started burning," said sophomore and 
business major Letesha Gregory. "I was 
thinking 'what the hell was going on?''' 

But, the thick haze didn't herald 
doomsday for VCU. 

Instead, the smoke originated from a 
fire that broke out on the roof of the $22 
million Life Sciences Building con,... t....1H· ~ 

tion site on West Cary Street. 
The Richmond Fire Department ar

rived'at the 140,QOO-square-foot-sitejust 
four minutes after receiving notification 
at 2:44 p.m. 

With the use of 100-foot aerial plat
forms, fire fighters extinguished the 
flames quickly, within 15 minutes of their 
arrival. 

VCU honors Va. communications professionals 
On Friday Capt. Don Horton of the 

Richmond Fire Department said the 
cause of the fire remains under investi
gation. 

Six inducted to 
hal/'of fam.e 
Jay-Anne Casuga 

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR 

The Virginia Communications Hall of 
Fameinducteclsixnewmemherslastweek 
to join the ranks of the state's best and 
brightest in the field of mass communica
tions. 

"Our honorees are models of excellence 
in their fields," said Eugene P. Trani, 
president ofVirginia Commonwealth Uni
versity. "Theyrepresentprofessionalstan-

dards of excellence for our students." 
'. VCU's School of Mass Communica

tions established the Hall of Fame in 1986 
to honor individuals with distinguished 
careers in the fields of print, broadcast, 
public relations, advertising, education 
and interactive media. 

''We recognize people who have made 
significant contributions to communica
tions in the state of Virginia," said Terry 
Oggel, associate director for the School of 
Mass Communications. 

This year's indu"ctees were Raymond 
H. Boone, R. Beverly Orndorf, Sandra 
MimsRowe, John R. Shreves Jr., Joseph 
R. Slay and Frank P. Soden. 

All the honorees sa:id they considered 

Cqmpus Calendar 
Aptill0 -)2-1p.m.,!\cademic Success. Wp.rk$pop''Wrjtillg Tips for Org~izing 

Paper," Commons Forum Room 
Ap:rj.110 - 4-6p.m.,SGA Stud~nt Senate; Me~ting, Commons ForumRoom 
4pril1Q - 6-7p.m.,H.E.A.U:;J:'.li. ni~etirtg(ea.ting di$ordersupportgroUp), Com- . 

mons Metro Room . . 
Ap);'il 11-1-2:3,Op.m.,StudentComputer1nitiativeOpenForum, Med icalSFiences 

BuildingAuditorium , . 
April 13 -lla.m.-6p.m., Blood Driv'l, CQll)mousPlazll 
April 13 - 3:304:30p.m" AcademicSuccess Workshop "Writing Tips for Organiz 

ing It Paper," COlJlmon.SFOtUlhR6<)m , 
April 13 - I-5p.m., Talkin.g AooufAlcoboLPcograin, Commons Canal Room 

i)'f\pril14 __ 1?:30-9:30p.m.,;\!i!9holi"'!Mpny:mQUS M~etil)g, l£bbs 403 
,~:April15",10~.m,-6P.m.:; lIl.teECUltural Festival, .Gommops.Plaza .• ,., 

the induction as an extraordinary honor. 
"It's a wonderful feeling," Soden said. 

"I can truly say I didn't expect to ever be 
here and therefore (the induction) makes 
(tonight) extremely special." 

The Virginia Communications Hall of 
Fame 2000 inductees made significant 
contributions to communications in Vir
ginia. 

Boone, founder of Paradigm Commu
nications Inc., and the Richmond Free 
Press, where he also served as editor and 
publisher: He was an ass.Qciate professor 
of journalism at Howard University. He 

• HALL OF FAME contillued to page 3 

INSIDE 

The fire's location in an unoccupied 
area minimized danger, fire officials said. 
Also, steel decking under the roofhelped 
stop flames from spreading. 

BrianJ. Ohlinger, assistant vicepresi
dent for VCU facilities management es
timated damages at $25,000. 

"It was a lot of smoke, but not much 
fire," he said, adding that the contractor's 
insurance will pay for the damage. 

But will the fire delay opening? 
"Absolutely not," Ohlinger said, ex

plaining the building will open as sched
uled in fall 2001. "Things are back on 
track already." 

'~ts 
Recap of VCU's upset of No. 16 East Carolina 
page 14 . 
~ 
Profile of the "Hardest Working Man in Show 
. Business" pages 8-9 ' .' 
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Gusty winds bother protests 

The toughest enewy that student pro
testors at Penn State University have to 
face may not be their school's administra
tion, but Mother Nature. 

Protestors battled with gusty winds to 
stake three .tents and set up camp for a 
protest they said will last "indefinitely." 

Students for Accountability and Re
form (STAR) organized the demonstra
tion as part afits continuing effort to urge 
Penn State to join with the Worker Rights 
Consortium, a sweatshop-monitoring or-
ganization. . 

Penn State is currently affiliated with 
the Fair Labor Association, but protestors 
question the organization's ties with the 
corporations it supposedly inspects. 

Dan Sieminski, assistant vice presi
dent for finance and business, was con
cerned the group's tents might blow away 
at some point, effectively ending the pro-

• test. 
Although student government officers 

questioned the effectiveness of the camp
out, they supported the overall cause of 
tb c protest. 

Students dissatisfied with .ban 

Students at Ohio State University are 
displeased about a ban placed.on a popu-

HOW TO REACH US 

lar software program that allowed stu
dents to download MP3s, a popular digi
tal format for compressed audio files. 

"To me it seems ' even though I am 
paying for full (internet) service, I am hot 
getting it," said Corey Davis, a sophomore 
electrical and computer engineering ma
jor. 

Ohio State, along with many other 
schools nationwide, blocked the program 
from its Internet service because the high 
traffic from m ul tiple users trying to down
load MP3s created performance problems. 

The software program used large 
amounts of bandwidth, said Chuck Mor
row-Jones, director of enterprise network
ing at OSU, which caq cause a system to 
run slower and less efficiently_ 

The block seems to have solved some of 
OSU's network traffic problems. Network 
officials are unsure whether the decrease 
in network traffic is dueto the block or an 
increase in bandwidth,"which is doubled 
every .seven months. 

Although students pay for the Internet 
service in their tuition, Morrow-Jones 
said that the university needs to protect 
the academic uses ofthe Internet service 
first. 

ATO chapter suspended 

Officials at the University of Georgia 
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suspended its local chapter of Alpha Tau 
Omega after linking the death of a sopho
more, Benjamin Folsom Grantham III, in 
a traf;lic accident two weeks ago with fra
ternity hazing. 

· An autopsy showed that Grantham was 
handcuffed and may have been blindfolded 
while riding in the cargo area ofthe sports 
utility vehicle, driven by a fellow frater
nity member, that flipped over and hit a 
tree. 

Four additional ATO pledges involved 
in the crash survived. Two other passen· 
gers were hospitalized. 

Although no charges have been made 
regarding the incident, the university de
cided to suspend the fraternity. pending 
further investigation of the accident. 

The incident, University of Georgia 
spokesman Matthew Winston said, could 
possibly lead Georgia to change its future 
hazinjl" policies to prevent hazing-related 
deaths. 

''We always reevaluate (policies) after 
circumstances of this nature," he said. 

Students protest tuition hike 

A proposed six percent tuition increase 
at the University of Arkansas spurred a 
protest of about 400 students, faculty and 
staff last week. . 

The rise in tuition would result in a 2.8 
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percent salary increase for faculty arid 
staff, Chancellor John A. White said. 

Carrying signs ranging from "Fight 
• 'White' Supremacy," to "No tuition hike 

without representation," protestors . 
wished to show the administration, par
ticularly White, that they were against 
raising tuition without their input. 

"It is time to stand up-for your righ~tS:,"-~ 
International Student Organization pres!-
dent Chin-Foong Lieu told the crowd. 

Protestors demanded a freeze on 
planned tuition increases until the uni
versityconducted the following three mea
sures: 

• A study on the effects oftuitior. hikes 
on minority enrollment. 

• An official examination ofthe univer- . 
sity budget to determine the percentage of 
funds used to improve the quality of edu
cation as opposed to increasing the ad
ministrative salaries. 

• A pu~lic forum where all students 
-and their families can voice their·concerns 
about tuition directly to the administra
tion and have their questions answered. 

, .. • « I.!!> h 
Want to write rvr t e ' 

CT. Call GeOrge or 
Joe at 828-1 OS8 

I,-__ C_LAS __ S_IF_I_E_D_S_--.J/ 

GO DIRECT! #1 Internet-based IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! Students 
Spring Break company offering earn $375 / $575 weekly processing / 
WHOLESALE pricing! We have the ~ assembling medical LD. cards from 
other companies begging for mercy! All Jour home. Experience unnecessary ... 
Destinations! Guaranteed Lowest we train you! Call MediCard -1-541-386-
Price! 1-800-367-i2"52 5290, ext. 300. 
www.springbreakdirect.com 

Fun, fast-paced gourmet coffee bar 
located in St. Mary's Hospital is 
currently accepting applications for 
morning shift. Perfect for students, 
competitive wages and FREE 
COFFEE! Call1~800-282-2233 ext. 17 
to set up an interview. 

• Fraternities· Sororities .0 Clubs 
• Student Groups 
Student organizations earn $1 000 -
$2,000 with the easy , 
campusfundraiser.com three hour 
fundraising event. No sales required. 
Fundraising dates aTe filling quickly, so 
call today! Call campusfundraiser.com, 
(888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com 

$200 million is spent on advertising 
tactics aimed at YOU! Want a piece? 
Log onto www.TeamMagma.com for 
information on how to earn money now. 

Have fun raising funds for your 
clubs, teams and groups. Earn up to 
$500 or more! Put our 25+ years of 
fund-raising experience to work for you. 
Call nqw for details on a FREE CD of 
your choice! (800) 592-2121 ext 725. 

SEX PAYS!!! Become a model in the · 
exciting adult entertainment industry!!! 
Models needed now for magazine and 
video. Earn extra thousands each 
month! Visit www.sex-pays.com 

Escape·to the Shenandoah 
Mountains of West Virginia. TIMBER 
RIDGE CAMPS, coed seeking energetic, 
fun-Iovmg staff to wor.k with children 
this coming suummer. 90 miles from 
Wash. D.C. Top salaries, travel 
allowance. Ifinterested, call 1-800-258-
2267 or e-mail TrCampS@aol.com. 

Asthma patients needed for clinical 
trials. Contact Virginia Allergy, 
Pulmonary, & Asthma Clinical 
Research Dept. at (804) 282-2471. 

$FUNDRAISER$ Open to student 
organizations and student groups. Earn 
$5 per MC app. We supply materials at 
no cost. Call for info or visit or Web site. 
1-800-932-0528. 

GREAT SUMMER JOB! Tuition 
Painters now hiring Painters and Crew 
Chiefs. No experience necessary. Great 
pay, bonuses, insurance. Relaxed work 
atmosphere. Call Daniel at 301-3552. 

Call Mi~e or Tim at 828-1058 to place an 
ad In the CT:s classified section. 
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CAL 
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Director 
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Depar
ment of 
Health 
Profes
sionals 
of 

e-., ____ -...::====---===--_-=========:..Virginia. 
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Medicine ethics stressed at Mev 
Lu Duong 

CT STAFF WRITER 

A mock hearing and speech by a health 
profession expert educated students and 
faculty last week about medical ethics as 
part of Medical College of Virginia cam
pus' Honor Awareness Week. 

"I feel as if this week was a great expe
rience for me," said MCV dentistry stu
dent Chin-Oh· Sung. "The issue of the. 
honor code is never brought out in the 
open, so having these forums to attend 
allowed everyone to freely discuss." 

John Hasty, R.PH, the Director of the , 
Virginia Department of Health Profes
sions, said, "Professional misconduct in 
health care carries great consequences 
that affect numerous people," in a speech 
given on Wednesday. 

Professional misconduct within health 
care is on the rise because of a lack of 
structure within health care organiza
tions, According to recent statistics from 
the New York Times. 

''With medical care on the rise," said 
Hasty, "the conduct of health profession
als must be honest, accurate and truthful. 
Nothing less can be accepted." 

Students seem to agree with Hasty's 
contention 

"I feel as if there is a struggle within 
honor in the health profession," said medi
cal student,NadeemAmit. ''Hopefully, with 
all the publicity of this week, people will 
begin questioning themselves and their 
moral obligations in health care." 

Last Thursday, a luncheon and mock 
hearing were held in the main auditorium 
ofthe Larrick Student Center. During the 
luncheon, two fictitious honor council hear
ings were discussed and the audience was 
invited to vote on the outcome. 

"This activity is a perfectly appropriate 
<lnefortheMCV campus,"saidPeter Dyke, 
chair of the MCV campus honor council. 
"Our honor council is comprised of stu
dents, not administrative officials, there
fore allowing students to see how students 
in the council handle situations, everyone 
feels more acquainted with the process." 

All students and faculty of the MCV 
campus and VCU's academic campus were 
invited to attend the week's activities. 

"I had a wonderful time," said Jennifer 
. Grey. "I had no idea how the honor council 
handled situations here, and now I have a 
clear picture of how things work." 

PLAYING WITH SCULPTURE. Daniel McGuire, a junior 
in VCU's School of the Arts, interacts with his sculp
ture, "Tricks", at the of the Juried Fine Arts Exhibition. 
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HALL OF FAME: Award winners 
include Pulitzer Prize winner and 
• continued from page 1 

served as a Pulitzer Prizejuror from 1978-
1979, playing a major role in getting Mri
can-Americanjoumalists and women on to 
the Pulitzer board at Columbia Univer
sity . . 

Orndorfis a retired reporter with the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch where he was 
the newspaper's science-medical writer 
and science columnist from 1960 to 1992. 

Rowe is the executive director of The 
Oregonian in Portland. She won a Pulitzer 
Prizein 1999. She has served as the former 
executive editor and vice president of the 
Virginia-Pilot and Ledger-Star from 1984-
1993. 

Rowe has also served on the advisory 
board for the Poynter Institute for Media 
Studies and the Knight Foundation, both 
based in Florida, the Freedom Forum Pa
cific Coast Center in California, James 
Madison University and Northwestern 
University. 

Shreves is the presidentofthe Jefferson
Pilot Communications television group. 

In 1970, he served as the producer, promo
tions director and program and opera
tions manager at WWBT-TV. 

He returned to WWBT-TV in 1986 as 
special projects manager and marketing 
and program manager. 

Slay is the president of Martin Public 
Relations, which he created in 1982 and is 
the largest public relations firm in Rich
mond. 

He is the former managing editor ofthe 
Alberta Report magazine· in Edmonton, 
Canada, and ofRichmond Lifestyles maga-
zine. . 

Soden has been general manager and 
executive vice president of WRNL Radio 
for the past 20 years. He served as the first 
director of athletic public relations at the 
University of Richmond and served as 
assistant athletic director for 15 years. 

Soden is the former voice for the Rich
mond Braves and is considered to be a 
major radio sports personality in Rich
mond. 

Researchers map out human genome 
(U-WIRE) MINNEAPOLIS-Private 

researchers announced Thursday they 
have -sequenced the genome of a single 
human being, a major step toward under
standing the human genetic blueprint. 

Celera Genomics Group, a biotechnol
ogyfirm in Rockville, Md., has been work
ing to uncover DNA pieces since Septem
ber 1999 and will now begin the crucial 
stepoffittingthem together in their proper 
genetic order using high-powered com
puters. 

"This is big-time," said Dr. Richard 
King, a University of Minnesota genetics 
professor, ofCelera's advancement. "They 
now have the ingredients; they need to 
bake the cake." 

"Now that we have completed the se
quencing of one human being's genome, 
we will turn our computational power to 
the task of ordering the human genome," 
said Dr. J. Craig Venter, Celera's presi
dent and chief scientific officer, in a state
ment about the next step in the mapping 
process. 

A final draft of the human genome is 
still not expected for several years. 

Thehumangenomeisa biological blue
print of the 3 billion pairs of chemicals 
inside human DNA. It maps how those 
pairs are arranged to constructihe genes 
that serve as instruction manuals for life 
functions. 

Researchers can study genetic varia
tions in different people to locate where 
eye color, height and genetic diseases are 
genetically located. 

Scientists said they hope to pinpoint 
specific genetic diseases and develop ef
fective treatments by understanding the 
human genome. 

," "This is expected to allow researchers 
worldwide and our subscribers to utilize 
our data to make important medical ad
vances," Venter said in the statement. 

A complete human genome is like hav
ing a periodic table for genetic disease, 
King said. 

Despite the potential benefits the hu
man genome might offer, many are con
cerned about the ethical issues raised 
with the availability of genetic informa
tion and Celera's practice of charging a 
subscription fee for access to their data·· 

base search tools. 
''This information can bemisused," said 

Dr. Jeffrey Kahn, director of the Univer
sity of Minnesota's Center for Bioethics. 
"It can be used to discriminate in employ
ment and insurance." 

There are no federal laws on the books 
protecting citizens from genetic discrimi
nation. 

President Bill Clinton, however, signed 
an executive order in February outlawing 
the use of genetic information by the fed
eral government . 

"Genetic information has the potential 
for discrimination because it can predict 
what's ahead," King said. 

However, trying to gauge future health 
would not be a departure from the tradi
tional business practice of conducting 
physicals, King added. 

Concerns have also been raised about 
who will be able to afford the presumably 
expensive genetic treatments. 

"It may divide between the haves and 
have nots," Kahn said. "People who can 
afford therapy will get it and many might 
not have access." 

A federally funded effort to map the 
entire genetic code, The Human Genome 
Project, has been researching DNA since 
1990. 

The nonprofit organization, unlike 
Celera, publishes each gene it decodes on 
the Internet. So far, 2.3 billion subunits of 
DNA have been posted, all of which is 
available for free public use. 

Celera and the Human Genome Project 
use different methods to decode and map 
DNA. . 

Celera uses what it calls a "shotgun 
technique," the same technique the com
panyused to successfully map the genome 
of a fruit fly earlier this year. Using the 
method, researchers quickly identifY frag
ments of DNA and then,tryto fit the pieces 
together. 

Much ofthe genetic information Celera 
uses in his research comes from the data 
made available by the Human Genome 
Project. 

In contrast, the technique used by the 
Human Genome Project identifies DNA 
fragments and orders them as they are 
discovered. 
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When it comes to sexual assault 
A LOT OF THINGS CAN MEAN "NO" 

No ... means Na! 
For HELP contact the 

Office of Sexual Assault Services 

feu 
Virgjn~ Canroonyrealth University 

Division of Student Affairs 

Commons • Room 220 • 8 28-2085 
or see the Student Sexual Misconduct Policy @ 

___ .students. Ycu.edu/heaililiseIualmisconduct 
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CRIME PREVENTION 

less crime is no accident 
ittakes you - and programs that work 

CRIAD2-N-02904-C 

New Adult-Targeted Work 
NEWSPAPER AD NUMBERS AND SIZES: 

CRIAD2-N-02904-A 6-7/16 X 10-1/2" 
CRIAD2-N-02904-8 4-1/4 X 7" 
CRIAD2-N-02904-C 4-1/4 X 7" 
CRIAD2-N-02904-D 4-1/4 X 3-1/2" 
CRIAD2-N-02904-E 2-1/16 X 5-1/4" 
CRIAD2-N-02904-F 2-1/16 X 5-1/4" 

CRI-N-05818-A 
CRI-N-05818-8 
CRI-N-05818-C 
CRI-N-05818-D 
CRI-N-05818-E 
CRI-N-05818-F 
CRI-N-05818-G 
CRI-N-05818-H 
CRI-N-05818-1 
CRI-N-05818-J 
CRI-N-05818-K 
CRI-N-05818-L 
CRI-N-05818-M 
CRI-N-05818-N 
CRI-N-05818-0 
CRI-N-05818-P 
CRI-N-05818-Q 
CRI-N-05818-R 
CRI-N-05818-S 
CRI-N-05818-T 

. Also available in Spanish. 

Additional Adult-Targeted Work 

13X21" 
13 X 21" 
13)(21" 
13 X 21" 
6-1/2X21" 
6-1/2X21" 
6-1/2 X 21" 
6-1/2 X21" 
6-7/16 X 10-1/2" 
6-7/16 X 10-1/2" 
6-7/16 X 10-1/2" 
6-7/16 X 10-1 /2" 
4-1/4 X 7" 
4-1/4 X 7" 
4-1/4 X 7" 
4-1/4 X 7" 
2-1/16 X 5-1/4" 
2-1/16 X 5-1/4" 
2-1/16 X 5-1/4" 
2-1/16 X 5-1 /4" 

NO ALTERING OF AD COUNCIL PSAs 

"This kid's .. 
"Her Universe .. 
"His life .. ," 
"Her universe .. 
"His life ... " 
"This kid's .. 

. "Support" 
"Grades" 
"Goal" 
"Career" 
"Support" 
"Grades" 
"Goal" 
"Career" 
"Support" 
"Grades" 
"Goal" 
"Career" 
"Support" 
"Grades" 
"Goal" 
"Career" 
"Support" 
"Grades" 
"Goal" 
"Career" 
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AttentionStudents~ 

*MAJOR UTILITIES INCLUDED! 

Express Shuttle 
One Bedroom from $468 
Two Bedroom from $530 

* Free Gas Utilities For Heat, 
Hot Water, and Cooking 
Guaranteed occupancy for those who apply 
early .. Plenty of free parking • Central air 
conditioning" Separate dining areas and 
large vanity baths Of Affordable rent levels 
.. On-site laundry facilities " Spacious apart
ments available with fully-equipped kitchens, dishwasher & 

disposal, private balcony or patio, mini-blinds, wall-to-wall 

In VA 800-542-3276, 
Nationwide 800·368·7669. 

FAX 804·329·6698. 

carpeting . ' Furniture and cable TV available 
.. Complimentary student social program .. Free 

use of facilities including two beautiful clubhouses, 
big screen TV, olympic-size swimming pool. 

gazebo pool, picnic tables with grills, canteen 
with vending machines, ~ .. 
sauna, fitness center, ~ 

3 lighted tennis courts, platform tennis, volleyball and 
jogging trail .. Choose your own roommate 

FURNISHED STUDENT APARTMENTS 
AND SUMMER SESSION 

LEASES ALSO AVAILABLE . 6. ~ 
Limited Availability, 

Call Today to Guarantee Occupancy. 
© GSC MANAGiNG AGENT 1994, REVISED 3100 SUBJECT TO NORMAL LEASING POLICIES 
RENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE SPECIAL lEASE TERMS APPLY 
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. .. 

Bl Y RECYCLED 

urge the public to buy , . 
. . products made from recycled mat~rials 

'_!II 

Thanks to you, all sorts of everyday 

products are being made from thE 

paper, plastic, meial and glass that 

you've been recycling. 

Bufto keep recycling Working to 

help protect the environment, you 

need to buy those products. 

So look for products made from 

recycled materials, and buy them. It 

would mean the world to all of us. 

To receive a free brochure. write 

Buy Recycled, En';'ironmental Defense 

Fund, 257 Park Ave. South, New York. 

NY 10010, or call 1-800-C.ALL -EDF . 

Commonwealth Times • 7 
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·The Godfather of Soul 
comes to Richmond 
Tom Netherland 
CT SPEC rRUM ED'TOR 

R ichmond 's Landmark The

ater has witnessed greatness time 
and time again. 

But so has James Brown. 

Brown cajoled and kidded ,hem, 
corrected and instllJcted. 

Several times the Godfather took to 
one of two drum kits and demonstrated a 
particu lar beat thai only he seemed to hear. 

• To a man, his band watched wide-eyed, 
ears open and attention taut. 

Smart move. 
As Brown ca lls the li kes of such fellow 

musicians as Jerry Lee Lewis and Johnny 

Go~ d aw ! 
Saturday, the two came together once 

again as Brown brought his I8-piece band to 
town for an evening performance. 

The Godfather of Soul flew into 
Richmond from hi s Augusta, Ga. home, was 
dr>.: to the venue and went straight to work. 

He's not known as the hardest working 
man in show business for no thing. 

Born in North Carolina and reared in 
Georoia, Brown entered the world May 3, 
1933. His family never had much .. money, 
food, c1o'hing, etc. 

"I came from nothing," said Brown 
whi Ie resting backstage hburs before his 
show. "I' ve worked for everything I've got, 
and with 'he good Lord 's help I've managed 
to make something of myself." 

No kidding. 
Brown's career took root with hi s 1956 

recording of "Please, Please, Please." With 
that, Brown took to the road and has been 
there ever since. 

" I've been so blessed to have been 
allowed to have lasted this long," he said. "I 
love being in front of a crowd. It keeps me 
young." 

Dressed in a burgundy double-knit suit, 
Brown acted the director as he prepped his 
band during Saturday's soundcheck. 

Onlinelalenl .com 

LEGEND 

Ca~h fr iend, one can safely ·assume that he 
knows a thing or two about music. 

"Jerry Lee Lewis is a good man, a 
good friend ," Brown said. "So's Johnny and 
his wife, June. She's from Vi rginia, a good 
Chri stian lady. I love 'em both like fa mily." 

Brown speaks of re ligion often. 
He credits his devotion for leading him 

from a path that took him to a two-year 
pri son stint in the early '90s. 

Drugs, booze and a somewhat erratic 
lifestyle derailed Brown's career from the 
mid· 'SOs into the '90s. . 

"God saved me," Brown said, his eyes 
vivid and glistening. "I slipped up, paid for 
what I did and lived. They saved me when 
they incarcerated me. 

"Some fo lks like drugs, ri sque 
magazines, nude women and all that," he 
said, "but that stuff is not good. 

"But I'm only human. Just like 
(te levangelist) Jimmy Swaggert. I don't know 
why he did what he did; but he paid for it. 
Now, he's corning back beuer than ever," 
Brown said. • 

Brown had a lot to come back to. 
Scattered through his 44-year career, 

Brown racked up 74 R&B Top 20 hi ts .. 17 
of which reached No. I. 

Songs such as "Cold Sweat," "Papa's 
got a Brand New Bag" and "Sex Machine" 
helped se ll more than 50 mi llion albums. 

In 1992, Brown was honored by the 
American Music Awards with its Award of 
Merit. A month later, he recieved the 
Grammy's Lifetime Achievement Award. 

"Life 's been real good to me," Brown 
said. 

In 1986, Brown was honored along 
with such fe llow rockers as Chuck Berry and 
Elvis Presley with induction into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. 

But with all that's corne his way, 
Brown doesn't simply ride the coattails of his 
own past. 

Today, in addit.ion to his heavy touring 
schedu le, Brown lends his time to helping 
those down on their economic luck. 

He said that fo lks are today worse off 
by comparison with those of 30, 40 years 
ago. 

"Just look at gas prices," Brown said. 
"You tell me how somebody who's been 
kicked off welfare can pay that? It 's bad." 

Mondav. April 10, 2000 

Onlinetalenl.com 

NOW -- The hardest working mal) in show 
business, still at it in his 44th year. 

Brown said that America needs to better 
help those who wish to help themselves. 

"To some, that's controversial to say," 
Brown said. "But, I took a lot of flak for 
supporting Nixon in the 1970s. 

"Now, look at th is for a second," he 
said. "Gas prices were not high back then. We 
had a shortage and all , bu' poor folks could 
still buy it. Not now. 

"Society needs to do better," Brown 
said . 

As showtime neared, Brown walked 
about backstage, chatted with stage hands and 
musicians alike. 

He emerged from his dressing room 
minutes before he was to go on stage, dressed 
in black. A perceptible bounce appeared in his 
step. A mi le-wide smile pursed his lips. 

"This is it, man!" Brown said. "I never 
get tired of that stage. Those are my people 
out there." 

Spect 

THEN -- James Br,-,wl 
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'works an early '60s crowd into a 'Cold Sweat.' 
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Low Risk Drinking Guidelines 
No more than 1 drink per hour. 
No lJIore than 3 drinks in a sitting for women. 
No more than 4 drinks in a sitting for men. . 
o drinks if you are under 21 or driving. 

VIlJ 
Virginia C'l11IT.onwea1tti Unilmity 
Office of Health Promotion 
Division of Student Affairs 

Monday, April J 0, 2000 

MostVCU 

students 
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Rdbb Crocker 

Let Elian go home 
For four months now, controversey has 

surrounded 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez, 
the little boy from Cuba who was plucked 

- out of the Gulf of Mexico after his mother 
and stepfather attempted to flee Cuba 
and find a better life America. 

In the course of the journey, both par
ents were killed, leaving the boy alone at 
sea until his rescue. 

US immigation officials placed the boy 
in the custody of his great uncle and 
cousins while his case was being evalu
ated. 

People all over the country haveviewed 
their opinions through protests and candle
light vigils. 

Lost in all of this chaos is the fact that 
there is a little boy who had to witness the 
loss of his mother and stepfather. In addi
tion, he has seen his family and two coun
tries divided over where he should live. 

r will make this real easy, Elian 
Gonzalez belongs with his father; end of 
story. Also, note to all politicians, the Cold 
War is over so there is absolutely no need 
to stir up bad feelings with Cuba. 

If the situation were reversed, and an 
American child was in Cuba with some 
'istant relatives awaiting governmental 

red tape, the child "Could be considered a 
hostage. 

Now after four months, Elian will more 
than likely be returned to his homeland. 
He will be considered a hero in Cuba and 
quite possibly refuel a new momentum for 
Communism. 

I've bounced this subject around with 
some of my friends and the most common 
argument is that "Cuba must be a terrible 
place to live so the boy should be raised 
here." 

BeinganAmerican,itiseasytosaythat 
the American way of life is the only way 
but our country has problems too. Poverty, 
crime and prejudice know no borders. 

Maybe instead of creating an interna
tional incident out of this situation, U.S. 
immigration could have returned Elian to 
his father (where he belongs) and some 
sort of visitation could have arranged. 

The results ofthis common sense solu
tion may have created better relations 
between our two countries. Instead, rela
tions may be strained. 

This situation also allowed Fidel Castro 
to be in the international spotlight after 
many years Df silence. 

Utimately, the situation is wrong. Eli'an 

belongs with his father because he is his 
father. The child has been through enough 
trauma and I don't think capitalism and 
some distant relatives are going to be able 
to help him through this tough time. 

I hope I'm wrong, but if my mother had 
died in front of me when r was six, I'd be 
pretty screwed up, so. imagine what this 
child is like right now and possibly20years 
frDm now. 

Thinkaboutall the people that we know 
that come from broken families or are 
raised by a single parent. From my own 
personal experience, I can say that it hurts 
and you·don't understand why your daddy 
and mommy don't live together. 

Because my parents couldn't get along, 
I was separated from my mother for 11 
years. That's 11 years of my life that I will 
never get back anQ the emotional rollar 
coaster ride I've been through has scarred 
me for life. 

My point. is that it is bad enough when 
parents screw their child's life. In this 
situation, the governments of Cuba and 
the US are just as much to blame. 

Give the child back to his father and 
when he is old enough, let him decide if he 
wants to come and live in the US. 

Theodore D~kko (UC San Diego) 

The Good Book still the gospel truth 
(U-Wire) - Judging by the rhetoric 

taught to students at universi ties and wri t
ten by the mainstream media across this 
country, the Bible is the most error-laced 
and unbelievable book in literature. 

Weare told that the stories contained in 
the Bible are mere fantasies of their writ
ers and that the people and places spoken 
of are not historical because they hav.e not 
been confirmed by independent writing. 

These critics claim there is no way that 
the Bible can be the inspired word of God as 
it purports to be. 

With all the attacks on the Bible, our 
post-m.odernculture has told us to pick 
what we like about the Bible and reject 
those parts that we feel are either unloving 
or politically incorrect. 

Upon closer investigation, the Bible 
contains reasons why it is such a bestseller 
and why it has such amazing resilience. 

One amazing aspect of the Bible is that 
_ .it is not a monolith, as some perceive it to. 
~ bEl. Quite to the contrary, it is a book of 

great diversity. The Bible, a library of66 
books, was compiled over a period of 15 
centuries. 

This opening prophecy about a descen
dent of Eve who would one day defeat the 
Serpent with a fatal blow is the basis on 
which the whole Bible grows. 

One aspect ofthe Bible that sets it apart 
from any comparable text, religious or oth
erwise, is the unity of theme and message 
that it achieves. This unity is apparent 
despite the diversity of literary structure 
and genre, authorship, viewpoint and chro
nology. 

The Bible is a well-designed structure 
assembled by a single, super-intelligent 

architect. 
As a second set of evidence, one can look 

at the historical proof. Critics have tried to 
discredit the Bible, yet they have always 

. failed. The Bible has consistently quieted 
the critics who seek independent refuta
tion ofthe events that are recorded in it. 

Some doubted the existence of Pilate, 
the Roman official who condemned Jesus 
of Nazareth to· death. They too have been 
quieted by historical evidence. 

Those who wish to prove away the Bible 
have been silenced after archaeology has 
confirmed the historical events and people 
in the Bible. 

In addition to the evidence provided by 
archaeology, historical writings confirm 

Jesus as a histo.rical figure. Contemporary 
secular literature refers to him a minimum 
of 13 times. The most vital event in Scrip
ture involving Jesus, the resurrection, is 
also confirmed by independent and histori
cal documentation. 

Clearly it is neither illogical nor an act 
of ignorance to believe in the Bible. 

One must decide for oneselfwhether the 
Bible is truly what it claims to be, or ifit is 
not even worth the paper it is written on. 

The challenge is for all to take an objec
tive look at the Bible for all it is. Many have 
done so with the intent of proving it as a 
farce , but have been convinced otherwise. 
Will you accept the challenge and decide 
for yourself? 
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Letter to 
the editor 

CT not doing 
what it should 

Since coming to VCU in 1996, I 
have been a fairly regular reader of 
the Commonwealth Times. 

As an English major, I noticed 
the staffs blatant disregard for 
proper grammar and usage. r also 
noticed-a drastic improvement last 
year, particularly in the spring se
mester. I would assume the staff 
changes had a lot to do with that 
improvement. 

The 1999-2000 year, however, 
has been an utter disaster. 

Not only has the CT reverted 
back to its incredibly sloppy lan
guage r04tines, ithas become ajoke 
as far as accuracy. There have been 
misspelled headlines , incorrect 
photo identifications and poor page 
designs. I'm not an expert in jo.ur
nalistic style, but shouldn't the lead 
headline in the March 30 issue have 
said, "Armed robbers hit Fan; police 
give safety tips''? 

The way it is now implies that 
people have been robbing the police. 
"Police give safety tips" is a sepa
rate clause. In the weather, the CT 
reminds us to. set our clocks back 
.Saturday night. The time for set
ting clocks back is October. This 
weekend, we needed to set our clocks 
forward. 

I'm not saying I could do a much 
better job. I'm not trying to be a 
nitpicker, and I'm sure the CTstaff 
members have other things to do, 
but I don't call myself"The Student 
Press of Virginia Commonwealth 
University" either. 

A newspaper should at the very 
minimum be accurate, and the CT 
fails at this time and time again. I 
a lways read the opinion page, and 
in doing this couldn't help but no
tice that both the executive and 
managing editors left the paper af
ter the first two issues last fall. 

Of course, maybe the executive 
and managing editors were not the 
answer. I noticed that the manag
ing editor returned briefly this se
mester and I saw no improvement. 

I just wanted the powers that be 
at the CT to know that some stu
dents, and not just me, watch the 
paper and expect it to serve the 
student bodyin a professional man
ner and with some semblance of 
integrity. I fail to see that in the 
current product coming out of the 
Temple Building. 

Pau1.R. Andercamp 
VCU Student 

11 

The opinion section afthe Commonwealth Times isaforum 
open to the public. Virginia Commonwealth University students, 
faculty and administrators are encouraged to submit letters and 
columns expressing their opinions and concerns. The opinions 
expressed pre those of individual writers and do not necessarily 
reflecftheviews of the Commonwealth Timesor VCU. Editorials 
represent the institutional opinion of the Commonwealth TImes. 

We reserve lhe right loedit all letters for grammar, style and 
space. Letters should not exceed one single-spaced typed page. 
Letters must be signed and must include dIIytime and evening 
phone numbers. 

CT e-mail: CTVCU{thotmail.com.Malling address: p~ o. Box 
842010, Richmond. VA 23284-2010. Drop box location: Room 
1149, T. Edward Temple Sulldin . 
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I. Finallyl 
A personal loan 

that's 
affordable. 
~ ~ 

Get a low monthly payment and save 
at Virginia Credit Union! 

Apply now through April 30, 2000 for a special fixed rate of 
10.50% APR on a new personal loan of$1,000 or more. 

Consolidate your bills 
Consolidate your higher-rate debts with other 
lenders into one low monthly payment at your 
credit union. 

Make payments the simple way 
Pay loans by automatic transfer from your 
VACU checking account. Your payment will never 
be late, and your loan rate includes a .25% APR 
discount! 

Apply online or by phone 
(804) 323-6800 
www.vacu.org 

------------~-----------
VIRGINIA CREDIT UNION 

.. \'\o'ith approved :lUWffi:ltic payment. 

\ ~Cl: sludt.:nts. t:mployccs and their immediate family :lrc dij..,riblc to join. 
\ Ir)..'11l13 C, ·.:dit linion is fcdcrall}' insured bi the National Credit l lniun .'\Jminislr:aion. 
il.kmlx:rship is rC{luucd to get a pcrson:1lluan, but you Cln apply for mcmbl:rship anJ a io:m 
at the : . .lIlll: time. 

VCU 
2000 
summer 

study'. 
abroatl 
Study in an international setting this summer! 
There is still space available. Qualified VCU 
students can apply for financial aid to heip 
pay for the program, but deadlines are 
quickly approaching I 

"For more information, conTact: 
Center for International Programs 
The Study Abroad Office 
916 W. Franklin St. 
P.O. Box 843043 
Richmond, Va. 23284 
cipaway@vcu.edu 
(804) 828-8471 

Monday, April 1 0, 2000 

Barbados 

Canada 

Cuba 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Italy 

Peru 

Romania 

South Africa 

Spain 

United Kingdom 

Zimbabwe 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
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ADVANCE REGISTRATION for FALL 2000 

TERM BEGIN DATE 

Honors Students 03 /20/2000 
Graduates and Post-Baccalaureate 03 /27/2000 
Certificate Seekers 
Seniors 03/29/2000 
Juniors 04/06/2000 
Sophomores 0411312000 
Freshmen 04/20/2000 
Special students (Non-degree seeking) 04/2712000 

Telephone registration hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8am to 7:30pm 

Friday: 8am - 5:30 
Saturday: 9am to I pm 

. . Telephone registration number: (804) 828-1495 
If you have any questions, please call Records and Registration at 828.-1349. 

Commonweallth TImes - 13 

firginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action insititution providing access to education and employmem 
without regard to age, race, cofor, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran's status, political affiliation or disability. 

[[special accomodations are required, please contact Henri-Etta Burke at 828-2021 

WVCW has your chance to win $25 in cash just for lis
tening. As part of our 25th anniversary celebration, 
you can Win free money! To win, listen to WVCW, and 
when you hear the free money trivia question, call in 
and Win! The contest will be aired twice a week, listen 
for more details. WVCW is 640 AM on VCU's Campus. 

WVCW is now online @: WWW.wvcw.cc 
Contest begins April 7th, and runs through the end of 
the semester. 

WVCW is located in the Temple Building, 901 W. 
Main Street. Room 1123 . 

Here are the shows to listen for the first tWo 
weeks: 
-Oddities and Abnormalities Saturdays 1-4 pm 
-In the Groove: Fridays 2-5 pm 
-The STD Show: Thursdays lO-lam 
-The Sound of Noise: Tuesdays 7-9 pm 

The number to call in 
an'd win is: 828-1061 
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TUITION FINAN[ING 

Deferring taxes with 
TIAA·CREF [an be so 
rewarding, you'll wonder 
why you didn't do it sooner. 

One of the< fastest ways to build a retirement nest egg is 

through tax-deferred Supplemental Retirement Annuities 

(SRAs) from TIAA-CREF. 

With funds automatically deducted from your paycheck, 

you can easily build income to supplement your pension 

and Social Security. 

And your contributions to SRAs grow undiminished by 

taxes until you withdraw the funds. 1 Add to that TIAA

(REF's solid investment performance, bolstered by our 

commitment to keeping expenses low, and you have more 

money working for you. 

So why wait? Let us help you build a comfortable retire

INVEST AS LITTlE AS ment today with tax-deferred 
$25amonth 

through an automatic SRAs. We think you will find it 
payroll plan2 

'-_____ --' rewarding in the years to come. 

~ Ensuring the future IiIIiI for those who shape it. ' 

IT'S EASY TO SAVE MORE THROUGH 
THE POWER OF TAX OEFERRAL 

5102,068 
567,514 

m Tu·deferrKsavingsaft8"tues 
• Afttr·taxsavings 

$41,232 

531,93f 

m05L __ . 
S11,6ii9-- iIiIIIs 

1DYEAR5 l1lYEAR5 JOYEAR5 

In this hypotheti(al example, setting aside 5100 a month 
in it tax-deferred investmwi with an 8% return in it 
28% tax bra(ket shows better growth than the same 
net amount put into a savings auount) 

www.tiaa-cref.org 
I.Underfedefallax law,withdfawals priorlO age 59 In afe subject to fewictions,and may also be subject to a 100additionai tax.2.You may ~ ab~to invest uptothe IRs max· 
imum of S 10,500 per year. To receive a personalized calculation of your maximum contfibution,caIITlAA·CREF atl 800 842·2776. 3.The chart above is pfesented fOf illustfative . 
purposes only and does not' reflect actual performance,or predia futufe results,of anyllAA-CREF account,or reflect expenses. TlAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, 
lnc.distributesCREF certifICates and interests in theTlAA Real Estate Account Teachen PersonallrM!"Stors Services, Inc. distributes thevariable.component ofth-e personal annu
ities, mutual funds and tuition savings agfeementS. TlAA and TlAA-CREF life Insurance Co. issue insurance and annuities. TIAA"(REFTrust Company. FSB provides trust services. 
Investment products a ... not FDIC Insur«l.l1\Il)' 10,. vilh ... ilnd iI ... not bank guaranteed.Fof more complete information on OUf secu fitie~ products, incklding charges and 
expenses,calll 800 842·2776.ext.SS09,forthe prospec:tuses. Read them carefully bet"ore you irM!"St o r send money. C 2QOOTlAA·CREF 1100. 

... , .". 

Monday, April 1 0, 2000 
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We're 
• growing 

Visit our locally-owned. store-now with a much larger 
selection of New Balance shoes. Sizes 5-20, AA-EEEE 
for men, women and children. 

_ ±:;1rl~v:f. p~Jqnce 
The Shoppes at Bellgrade near 8 9 7 8 6 9 6 
Huguenot/Robius intersection -

.............. ~ ........•••••••••..........•••••••••... .... 
V'(!U' Student (!oupon for 16% off 
i'll V~W Balanc~ Sh@~~! 

• . . a-lnewbalance 
.- ~ RICHMOND ... 

Must present this coupon cnd current student 10 to get discount. 
- Not good with other discounts or offers . 

Buy your shoes online! www.newbalanceva.com 

Are you concerned about: 

~ Urban sprawl and the rapid loss of farmland and open spaces? 
~ The widening gap between the "haves" and "have-nots" of our society? 
> The degradation of our environment through air and water pollution? 
~ The lack of affordable housing and the plight of the homeless? 
~ Traffic congestion? 
~ The continuing segregation of the races? 
~ The deterioration of bur inner-city neighborhoods? 
~ The loss of historically and architecturally significant buildings? 

Would you like a career where you can address issues such as these and 
make a very good living .at the same time: 

If so, consider the VCU Urban Studies Program! 

SEARCH 

Ii 
ENGINE 



Ram Sial 
Daniel Andersson of the VCU men's 
tennis has won 40 matches this'year, 
second only to his schoo~record 46 .s oris Next Issue 

Preview of the Colonial Athletic Asso
ciation tournament for men's and 
women's tennis plus baseball's battle 
against Old Dominion. . in 1997-98. Monda A rill 0 '2000 

Rams finish . with two 
wins over ACC foes 

George Templeton 
CT M ANAGING EDITOR 

After falling to Atlantic Coast Confer
ence powerhQuses Duke and North Caro
lina the VCU men's tennis teams with 
impressive victories over Virginia and 
Wake Forest. 

In the home finale on Thursday the No. 
16 Rams (19-4) were near perfect losing 
only one singles match and one doubles 
match in their windswept 5-1 triumph 
over the 46th-ranked Cavaliers. 

"I am very happy with how we played 
tOQay," said coach Paul Kostin, "but it's 
just one match. We can't dwell on it. We 
have to focus on the end ofthe season, and 
the conference tournament." 

The windy conditions tempered 
Kostin's enthusiasm for VCU's emphatic 
win. Ne2"ly all of the shots were effected 
by the wind. 

"The wind was bad enough that you 
could have suspended play," Kostin said. 
"It wasn't very good tennis out there. You 
usually don't won't to play on days'li!&e 
that. 

''Your timing is off. If you can win in 
conditions like that, then itcould help you 
down the line." 

VCU seem to' handle the conditions 
better, winning four singles matches in 
straight sets after squeezing out to doubles 
victories to take the doubles point. 

U.Va's (13-6) only point came from 
Brian Vahaly, fourth in the nation, who 
overcame a 5-2 deficit in the first set to 
defeat No. 12 Frank Moser 7-6 (7-4), 6-3. 

"He had a couple of errors and lost his 
rhythm," Kostin said. "He had chances 
when he was 'up 5-2, but he didn't take 
advantage of any of them." 

Top-ranked Daniel Andersson played 
his first match all season at No. 2 singles 
and dispatched No. 49 Huntley Montgom
ery 6-3, 6-l. 

"I wanted him to play two, because ifhe 
played Vahaly then he might have been 
out there three hours and that wouldn't be 
good for his back," Kostin said. 

"If were up to me he wouldn't have 
played. His brace has helped him and he 
is only a little slower moving side to side." 

The match went to the Rams when 
Fernando Sanchez, No. 47 Jose Sanchez 
and Mats Norin won in straight sets in No. 
3, 4 and 5 singles. 

With his victories at WFU and U.Va. 
Fernando Sanch~z upped his record to 20-
1 this season. 

"He (Fernando) is playing the best ten
nis of anyone on the team right now," 
Kostin said. "He has a simple game and he 
is very quick: He hits a lot of shots and 
makes the other player make plays. 
Fernando is a heck of a competitor." 

In doubles Jose and Fernando Sanchez 
secured the point for the Rams by taking 
the tiebreak in a 9-8 victory over Brr :.:: 
Hunter and Michael Duquette. 

VCU and U.Va. split the first two 
doubles matches with Andersson and 
Moser, the 13th-ranked doubles team, 
eked out a 8-6 win over the 16th-ranked 
pair of Vahaly and Montgomery. John 
Winter and Tommy Croker defeated N orin 
and Mattias Hoglund 8-3. 

The Rams received three singles wins 
in straight sets and another hard fought 
doubles point in knocking off the Demon 
Deacons 4-2. . 

Golf tak.~s eighth place 
GREENVILLE, S.C. - vCU's golf 

team shot the second-best fmal round of 
thetourney and finish in a tie for eighth 
at the Furman Inv;tational. 

Reg Millage led the Rams with !lQ; 
other top 10 finish. MJ.llage shot 72 
(even)for the second time in the tourna
ment to finishfieventh with a 219 (+3) 
total. 

W OMEN'sTENNIS 

(1 2-5,7-1) 

B ASEBALL 

(25- 13, 4-5) 

VCU finished 18 shots behind the 
champions, Virginia. 

When play was suspended on the 
first day the Rams held third with a 
first-round score of 291 (+3). 

VCU will try to Win a fifth consecu
tive Colonial Athletic Association title 
in Manakin-Sabot next weekend. 

- compiled from news sources. 
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SHAKING OFF INJURY. VCU's Daniel Andersson shook off 
the effects of a back injury to knock off Huntley Montgomery 
in the 5-1 win over Virginia. 

Ram comeback gives 2 of 3 over Pirates. 
Dionne Waugh 
CT SPORTS EDITOR 

In three one-run games, VCU grabbed 
two victories over No. 16 East Carolina in 
a battle of Colonial Athletic Association. 

The Rams fell behind 3-0 in the bottom 
ofthe third inning ofthe final game, when 
Lee DelfinQ hit a 2-run shot, the only 
homerun of the game. 

Back-to-back sacrifice flies by Davy 
Martin and Cory Bauswell in the fourth 
inning cut the VCU deficit to one. Robbie 
Gragnani knocked in Kevin Elrod, the 
tying run, on a single in the fifth and then 
the two winning runs in the seventh on a 
double to right field to secure victory. 

Gragnani totaled three hits and three 
RBI. "I thought Giagnani had a lot of 
heart," said coach Paul Keyes. "He did a 
good job at third." 

The Pirates (7-2, 29-&) rallied with one 
more run in the bottom of the seventh, but 
it was not enough and the Rams won 5-4. 
Martin recorded his second save of the 
season. 

Starting pitcher Marc Fisher struck 
out two in four innings before leaving 
because of a leg injury. . 

VCU's bullpen held ECU to one run in 
five innigns. "I thought [relief pitcher] 
Chad Baumann and Tommy did a good 
job," said Keyes. "Davy had enough to get 
us out." • 

Baumann (2-0) picked up the victory 
with Martin recording his fourth save of 
the year. Marti.n retired the last batters, 
stranding the tying run, Justin Hyde, at 
second base. 

VCU suffered a tough 2-1 loss in their 
second matchup against ECU. It was a 
pitcners' duel, betweenBoAcors and ECU's 

Jason Mandryk, that was scoreless um 'l 
the bottom ofthe sixth. 

Joseph Hastings broke the tie in the 
bottom of the sixth on an error by Jose 
Pabon, who boggled the ball. ECU scored 
two runs on the error to break the score
less tie. 

The Rams came back with a run in the 
seventh. 

In the top ofthe ninth, the Rams loaded 
the bases with no outs against the nation's 
top closer Cory Scott who wriggled out of 
thejam. 

Scott picked up his 15th save of the 
season and Mandryk (3-0) grabbed the 
win 

Acors (2-3)went the distance in his first 
start since March 12. He took the loss, 
giving up two runs on four hits in eight 
innings, striking out five. "I thought he did 
a tremendous job keeping them off bal
ance," Keyes said. 

"I'm really proud of the way we played. 
I think we went toe to toe with them." 

Martin (2-2) pitched and hit well to 
secure the Rams 3-2 win in the series 
opener. Martin tied the game at two with 
a two-run homer, his first of the year. 

Chris Gerrity won the game with an 
RBI single in the seventh. 

Edelblut recorded his first save of the 
season, allowing only one baserunnerover 
the last two innings. 

"I thought we showed a lot of pride, 
character, and what VCU baseball is all 
about this weekend," Keyes said. "Every 
time they hit a ball, we were there. We had 
a great defense. I hope it will springboard 
us. 

We play Old Dominion next week and if 
. we can get on some kind of roJI and play 
well, it ought to be a good weekend." 
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