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Five speakers, three hours, one message

Conference explains birth options

Devon Marrow
CT StarF WRITER

The speakers were men and women,
professors and activists, all advocating the
right of women to find out about their
birthing options. The main topic on the
agenda: midwifery. -

“Women don’t have to take the men’s
power to get our power back. Let’s just get
our power back,” D’Anne Graham
Remacaldo said at a conference last week.
Remacaldo, representing Voices for
Healthcare Freedom, was one of several
speakers at “Women, Birth, Politics and
Power: A Conference about Midwifery and
Birth Options in Virginia Today,” spon-
sored by VCU’s Feminist Action Network.

Kimberly Certa, a religious studies
major whois part of the network, said, “My
main hope was that we would have women

“What we’re trying to do is
getanamendmenttacked onto
any health bill that would de-
criminalize midwifery for the
next year until we sit down at
the table and negotiate some
reasonable regulations.”

- Steve cochran

who had not had children or who had bad
hospital experiences attend and see that
there are alternatives.”

Deirdre Condit, women’s studies pro-
fessor at VCU, opened Thursday night’s
conference by introducing herself as “six
months pregnant, exhausted and out of
breath, and way past my bedtime.” She
then gave a brief background of herself
explaining thatshe entered graduateschool
to study why and how women structure
themselves and their role in politics.

“There’s been a growing fetal identity,
the fetal rights have become primary. The
thing is the fetus can only become
foregrounded when women become
backgrounded. When the fetus becomes
foreground then the woman — the person
carrying it — is erased,” Condit said. Fur-
thermore, she explained the difference
between the “public and private sphere.”

“The public sphere is the world of poli-
tics,aworlc of convention and subjectivity.
A world where men hold their meetings.
It’s a masculinized world whereas the pri-
vate

sphere, the feminine world, revolves
around natural objectivity.”

In addition, Condit addressed concern
about the professionalism of medicine.

“Men began to dominate in the world of
medicine and the doctor was put at the
center of the body, he became the subject.
The woman is the object of their healing
and your identity has become erased,” said
Condit.

She proposed two questions to examine
how patients become objects: How are
women’s bodies represented? How was
physician’s language of control and power
taught in medical texts?

In early editions of obstetrical texts, the
pictures of women experiencing “normal”
pregnancies were white women and their
faces were obscured to protect their iden-
tity. The other pictures portrayed preg-
nanciesin crisis. These women were black,
other minorities or white women with de-
fects and maladies, and their faces were
recognizable.

As time progressed, Condit said, the -

number of pictures of women decreased
and after 1945 there were no pictures of
healthy pregnancies. Condit said that by
1960, there were no pictures of women and
since 1996 only pictures of medical instru-
ments are included in the books.

In addition, she said chapters on nor-
mal pregnancy only constitute 5 percent of
such books. Early editions advised doctors
to provide “strict supervision” to their pa-
tients; they were instructed to create a
littlecard togive tothe patient telling them
when and what to eat, when to get up and
to avoid female friends. Inevitably, Condit
said, women would gossip and misinform
and undermine the power of the physician.
If a woman questioned her doctor, the
doctor was told to inform the woman that
her pregnancy wasin serious danger with-
out his assistance.

Jessica Jordan, a certified nurse mid-

VCU police teach self-defense course

Vicky Masi
CT STAFF WRITER

Rape.

Aggression.

Defense.

Recognized together as RAD, these ele-
ments constitute the theme of VCU’s latest
class. The twelve-hour course, offered by
the VCU police department, trains women
in self-defense. It is free to students and
costs $10 for non-students.

Onceastudenthascompleted the course,
they cantrain for free tobecome an instruc-
tor at locations where the RAD program is
taught. Some RAD instructors are women
whohavetakenthe courseandbeen trained
toinstruct, while others aremale or female
law enforcement officers with recommen-
dations specific to the course.

Frank Weaver, a VCU police officer,
instructed Thursday’s class. He said that
attending the first class is often one of the
most difficult steps of the program.

The program is divided into four three-
hour classes, the first of which involved an
explanation of the RAD systems partici-
pant manual.

Weaverencouraged the class ofabout 30
women to look forward to the physical
training ahead. The objective of the class,
Weaversaid, is “todevelopand enhance the
options of self-defense so they may become
viable considerations to the woman who is
attacked.”

He added that while the course does not
provide a guarantee against attack, itisan
attempt to “awaken the instinct to survive”
and teach women how to use that instinct.

Johanna Rosen, an MCV employee, at-

tended Thursday’s course. She recently
moved to Richmond’s Church Hill from a
place she called a “safe neighborhood” in
California. Rosen decided to enroll in the
course toincrease her awareness and secu-
rity.

Patty Williamson, a nursing student at
J.Sargeant Reynolds Community College,
asked about recent events in the Willow
Lawn area, during which two women were
abducted.

Williamson said that Willow Lawn is a
“good neighborhood”with a populated shop-
ping district. She prompted a discussion
involving certain mannerisms thatattack-
ers look for in their victims.

During Thursday’s class, Weaver of-
fered several safety tips that can be used at
home or in a car. He then explained the
goals for the remainder of the course. The

Devon Marrow/Commonwealth Times
Feminist Action Network mem-
ber Kimberley Certa welcomes
participants to the conference.

wife, added to Condit’s remarks.

“Doctors feel threatened,” she said be-
fore presenting a slide show that portrays
birth art throughoutthe ages— pictures of
Japanese, Peruvian, Nigerian and French
women giving birth prior to what Jordan
called the “professionalism of medicine.”

“There are two models of birth, the

TALK continued to page 3

for women

second and third classes involve physical
training and the final class involves a “dy-
namic simulation,” in which students vol-
unteer to test their skills in a full-contact
confrontation with a trained “attacker.”

RAD offers “Basic Physical Defense for
Women” twice each semester at the MCV
campus.

Tiana Urgolites, an MCV student and
graduate of the RAD program stopped by
Thursday night to ask whether a second,
more advanced course would be offered.
Weaver explained that there are five RAD
systems: BasicPhysical Defense, Advanced
Self-Defense, Aerosol Defense Options,
Flashlight Keychain Defense, and RAD
Kid’s Defense.

To learn more about these programs,
contact RAD systems at (757) 868-4400, or
e-mail Frank Weaver atfoweaver@vcu.edu.
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Campus Crime L%

Crimesreported by VCU Police be-
tween Jan. 28 and Feb. 1

VCu

Arrests:

Idlewood/Laurel St.: Police arrested
a man at approximately 12:35 a.m., Jan.
217, for possession of an alcoholic beverage
and littering.

711 W.Main St/ GRC: Police arrested
awoman at 10:44 p.m., Jan. 27, for posses-
sion of marijuana.

801 W. Franklin St.: Police arrested a
man at 8:02 p.m., Jan. 28, for possession of
a controlled substance and possession of
marijuana.

327 W. Main St.: Police arrested two
males at 1:07 p.m., Jan. 27, for possession
of an open container of alcohol.

100 block of S. Harrison St.: Police
arrested a man at 2:40 a.m., Jan. 28, for
being drunk in public.

1000 block of W. Grace St.:
arrested a man at 1:53 a.m., Jan.
urinating in public.

Police
30, for

1000 block of W. Grace St.:
arrested a man at 1:56 p.m., Jan.
being drunk in public.

Police
30, for

Petit Larceny:

711 W. Main St., Student Health: At
approximately 11:07 a.m., Jan. 30, a fe-
male employee advised that an unknown
person(s) removed property form its unse-
cured location.

327 W. Main St.: A female employee
advised that between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.,
Jan. 30, an unknown person(s) removed
property from its unsecured location.

901 Park Ave., Cabell Library: A
female student advised that at 6:00 p.m.,
Jan. 17, an unknown person(s) removed
personal property from its location.

" Grand Larceny:

901 Park Ave.: Amalestudentadvised
that between 5-5:20 p.m., Jan. 30, an un-
known person(s) removed property from
its unsecured location.

901 Park Ave.: A female employee
advised that between Jan. 29 at 10 a.m.
and Jan. 30 at 12 p.m. an unknown
person(s) removed personal property from
its secured location. .

MCV

Harassing Telephone Calls:

401 N. 12t St.: A female staff member
advised that at 1:50 a.m., Jan 28, she
received harassing and threatening phone

HOW TO REACH US

calls from a known subject. Suspect Info:
black male, 5-foot-10-inch, 225 pounds,
black hair, brown eyes.

Petit Larceny:

401 College St.: Between 12:30- 3:00
p-m.,Jan. 29, an unknown person removed
property from its unsecured location. Sus-
pect Info: black male, 6 feet, thin build,
short hair, last seen wearing black leather
Jjacket, dark pants.

401 N. 11*» St.: A female employee ad-
vised that between Oct. 26 at 12 p.m. and
Jan. 29 at 8:45 a.m. an unknown person(s)
removed property from its unsecured loca-
tion.

1200 E. Broad St.: A female employee
advised that between the end of October
2000 and Jan. 24 an unknown person(s)
removed personal property from its se-
cured location.

Grand Larceny:

600 N. 8" St.: A female student advised
that between an unknown hour and 11:54
p.m., Jan. 28, a known person removed
personal property from its secured location

515 N. 13t St.: A female employee ad-
vised Jan. 31 that an unknown person(s)
removed personal property from its se-
cured location.

1300 E. Marshall St.: A female em-
ployee advised that between 10 a.m., Jan.
29, and 12 p.m., Jan. 30, an unknown
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Computer Trespass:

1101 E.Marshall St.: A male employee
advised that between 5 p.m.,Jan. 26,and 9
a.m., Jan. 31, an unknown person(s) used

. computers without permission.
09 Ly a

Arrest:

1111 W. Broad St.: Police arrested a
man at 2:14 p.m., Jan. 29, for grand lar-
ceny.

25 words,
S0. 25/word
after that.

CLASSIFIED ADS

help wanted

LIFEGUARDS/SUPERVISORS
Now hiring for summer! All positions in
No.Va. Trainingavailable! Full/Part Time!
Top Pay! Call 1-800-3692.

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES,
STUDENT GROUPS Earn $1,000-
$2,000 this semester with the easy
campusfundraiser.com three-hour
fundraising event.

No sales required. Fundraising dates
are filling quickly, so call today! Contact
campusfundraiser.com at(888)923-3238,

or visit www.campusfundraiser.com.

SPRING BREAK 2ND SEMESTER
SPECIALS!!! Cancun from $439 with the
most reliable air. Meat and drinks avail-
able. Space limited, call today. Group or-
ganizerstravel FREE!! 1-800-SURFS-UP
or www.studentexpress.com

GO DIRECT=$avings! #1 Internet-
based Spring Break company offering
WHOLESALE Spring Break packages(no
middlemen)! Zerotraveler complaints reg-
istered against us last year! ALL destina-
tions. Lowest price guarantee!

1-800-367-1252

www.springbreakdirect.com
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Purdue policy
now protects
homosexuals

Lucas Lineback
INDIANA DAILY STUDENT

(U-WIRE) BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—After months of
pressurefromstudents, faculty and local taxpayers, Purdue
University amended its nondiscrimination policy last
month to include sexual orientation.

Purdue has had an anti-harassment policy in regard to
sexual orientation, but with the change Jan. 9 it became
the last Big Ten schoal to include sexual orientation in its
non-discrimination policy.

In March, the Purdue Equality Alliance, which was
formed that month, collected 1,300 signatures from stu-
dents, faculty, staff and taxpayers who wanted the non-
discrimination policy to include sexual orientation, said
Purduesenior Bryan Szyper, the group’s treasurer and co-
founder.

Szyper said the group delivered the sxgnatures to

VCU honors Nobel Prize winner

Mike Powell
CT STAFF WRITER

Last week, VCU’s School of Engineering honored Alan
G. MacDiarmid, 2000 winner of the Nobel Prize in chem-
istry, withanhonorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters.
This honorary degree is the “highest degree that VCU
bestows,” said Baxter Perkinson, vice rector of VCU’s
Board of Visitors.

MacDiarmid shared the prize with Alan Heeger, a
professor from the United States, and Hideki Shirakawa,
aprofessor fromJapan. MacDiarmid earned aPh.D. at the
University of Wisconsin in 1953 and a second at the
University of Cambridge in 1955. In addition, he holds an
honorary Ph.D from Linkoping University in Sweden,
earned in 1990.

Among the many honors bestowed on MacDiarmid are
the American Chemical Society’s Chemistry of Materials
Award, which he received in 1999, and the Frederic
Stanley Kipping Award in silicon chemistry, awarded in
1970.

The ceremony for MacDiarmid’s honorary degree was
held in the Ethyl Corporation auditorium in the School of
Engineering, where Eugene P. Trani, president of VCU,
presented MacDiarmid’s diploma. MacDiarmid, a
Blanchard Professor of Chemistry at the University of
Pennsylvama, summarized his award-winning discover-
ies and the progress in electronically conducting poly-
mers.

MacDiarmid played amajorrolein the discovery within
the field of conducting polymers, more commonly known
as “synthetic metals.” In 1977, he was responsible for the
chemical and electrochemical doping of polyacetylene and
the “rediscovery” of polyaniline, now the foremost indus-
trial conducting polymer.

His interest in organic conducting polymers began in
1975whenhewasintroduced toanew form of polyacetylene
by Shirakawa at the Tokyo Institute of Technology. The
resulting collaboration between MacDiarmid, Shirakawa
and Heeger, who was then at the Department of Physics
at the University of Pennsylvania, led to the historic
discovery of metallic conductivity in an organic polymer.

MacDiarmid, a major contributor to the work and
success of this discovery, then acknowledged and thanked
VCU’s Kenneth Wynne, professor of chemical engineer-
ing.

MacDiarmid said he wants to diffuse the importance of
learning to as many students as possible; thus, he has
asked to teach a freshman level chemistry course at the
University of Pennsylvania.

When asked why students should study organic poly-
mers— commonly known as plastics—MacDiarmid said,
“What is the use for a piece of poetry?” Both poetry and
science are made for “emotional and intellectual stimula-
tion,” he said.
For more information about MacDiarmid’s Nobel Prize
discovery, clickon the Web at www.nobel.se/annoucement/
2000/chemistry.html

Purdue President Martin C. Jischke in S

During last semester the group invited s speakers and
held rallies to raise awareness about discrimination.

Szyper said making sexual orientation an official part
of the nondiscrimination policy is important for two rea-
sons.

“First, a nondiscrimination policy sets an atmosphere
of tolerance,” Szyper said. “Second, Purdue wants to
attract the best and brightest students and faculty, and
some of the best and brightest happen to be homosexual.”

Jischke said he agreed with Szyper about the impor-
tance of including sexual orientation in the nondiscrimi-
nation policy.

“Purdue consistently has prohibited discrimination
toward any group, but this clarification is designed to
make it absolutely clear that these categories are cov-
ered,” Jischke told the Purdue News Service Jan. 9.

“Some people have suggested erroneously that failing
to include these groups in our policy statement means
Purdue permits or condones discrimination against them.
Such is not the case.

“Purdue is dedicated to fostering diversity and provid-
ing a welcoming atmosphere for all people. I hope this
clarification makes that position unmistakable to every-
one.”

Purdue University’s nondiscrimination policy now re-
sembles Indiana University’s policy in meaning and con-
tent.

IU’s policy states: “Indiana University prohibits dis-
crimination based on arbitrary consideration of such
characteristics as age, color, dlsabxhty, ethnicity, gender
marital status, national ongm, race, religion, sexual ori-
entation or veteran status.”

Some people in the community believe it is important
to have sexual orientation included.

Senior Dru Clark, a CommUNITY educator at Collins
Living-Learning Center, said it is important to include a
policy of nondiscrimination for sexual orientation because
it is important to have different ideas in the mainstream.

“The majority benefits from different perspectives,”
Clark said. “The longer you discriminate against a group,
the more likely their opinions will be excluded.”

1U Student Association Students Rights Director Erin
Moran echoed Clark’s sentiments.

“Race, sex and sexual orientation shouldn’t be consid-
ered when you consider the capability of a person,” Moran
said.

Not everyone on campus subscribes to these beliefs.

In January, Collins Center was the target of anti-
homosexual graffiti.

Szyper said Purduehas alsoseenits shareofhomophobic
graffiti and other vandalism. He said he hopes the new
nondiscrimination policy will stop this type of activity.

“Hopefully, this sends a message to the community,”
Szyper said, “that Purdue won’t stand for discrimination
and harassment.”

TALK continued from page 1

technocratic and the holistic,” Jordan said. “The techno-
cratic sees the baby as a product and holistically the baby
and the mother are one inseparable unit.”

Inclosingremarks, shesaid that “aslongaswe [women]
let men lay us flat on our backs and in the stirrups, then
theywﬂlhavethe . «
power.”

Christa Cra-
ven, an anthro-
pology professor
atAmerican Uni-
versity, talked
about the ability
tochoosehomeor
hospital birth as
a privilege.

“Womenwant
control and
choice ... a conti- |
nuity of care and
respect.”

Steve
Cochran, mem-
ber of Virginia
Birthing Free-
dom, presenteda
man’s perspec-
tiveonhomever-
sus hospital
birth, citing re-
cent hospital
mortalities.

“What we'’re
tryingtodois get
an amendment
tacked onto any
health bill that
would decrimi-
nalizemidwifery
for the next year =
untilwesitdown
at the table and
negotiate some
reasonable regu-
lations,” Cochran
said.

Elisabeth
Hodges, an En-
glish major, said
she attended the
conference be- .
cause she =
wanted to know

In Army ROTC, you'll get to do some pretty challenging stuff.
Stuff that builds character and discipline. Not to mention
muscles. You'll also learn how to think on your feet and be

a good leader. Talk to your Army ROTC advisor to find out
more. And get ready to sweat a httle

how birthing centers differ from hospitals.

“I really enjoyed Jessica Jordan and they all really
answered my questions. The video really got to me; it’s
hard to get over the prejudices but it’s crazy how they (the
government) sell the whole hospital package,” she said,
referring to a film by Suzanne Armes, “Giving Birth:
Challenges and Choices.”

confidence, pride,

grit]

and Plenty of time
to shower before calculus.




4 » Commonwealth Times

Monday, February 5, 2001

Qe

Ben Detwiler hoped to make the world a better place.
That hope died when he was killed by a drunk driver.

What should you do to stop a friend from driving drunk?
Whatever you have to. >
Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.
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U2 lead singer Bono will o

er advice

to graduating Harvard seniors

Justin D. Gest
HARVARD CRIMSON

(U-WIRE) CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Harvard
University Senior Class Committee haslanded “the sweet-
est thing” as their Class Day speaker — Bono, the lead
singer of the popular Irish rock group U2.

First Class Marshal Amma Y. “Yo’ Mama” Ghartey-
Tagoe announced the selection in front of the Science
Center yesterday to a crowd of seniors.

“Our choice has used his fame to help people through-
out the world,” Ghartey-Tagoe teased the crowd before
revealing the speaker’sidentity. “Heis the epitome of cool,
and he is very instrumental in what he does best.”

Ghartey-Tagoe credited an unusual connection with
bringing the legendary rock star to campus: Stone Profes-
sor of International Trade Jeffrey D. Sachs, who worked
with the singer on a debt relief campaign for Third World
countries.

“He’s a remarkable person, and his persuasive charm,
talents and moral commitment helped to convince presi-
dents and prime ministers and key legislators around the
world to support debt cancellation, a process which is now
underway for a couple of dozen of the world’s poorest
countries. He’s also an amazing musical talent,” Sachs
wrote in an e-mail.

“Professor Sachs cared so much,” Ghartey-Tagoe said.
“It’s going to be such an awesome and phenomenal gradu-
ation.”

Bono follows in the footsteps of last year’s unconven-
tional selection — late-night comic Conan C. O’Brien.

Other past speakers have included home-run king
Hank Aaron, musician Quincy Jones, former Senator
Alan K. Simpson and news anchor Tom Brokaw.

The announcement that Bono will be the featured
speaker on Class Day, June 6, comes after more than three
months of discussions by the Class Day speaker commit-
tee.

The band will be in Boston in early June for concerts at
the Fleet Center as part of its current Elevation Tour
2001. The group has been performing since 1977.

Bono — whose real name is Paul Hewton — was born
in Dublin and was ostracized as a child, partially due tohis
mixed Catholic and Protestant background.

His rise to fame began when he saw drummer Larry
Mullen’s ad on a high school bulletin board. Together with
Dave “The Edge” Evans and Adam Clayton, they formed

Justice Department releases
national college rape statistics

one of the most prolific rock bands in history.

Their repertoire includes hits such as “The Sweetest
Thing,” “With or Without You,” “New Year’s Day,” “Sun-
day, Bloody Sunday” and “Pride (In The Name of Love).”

Their most recent album is entitled All That You Can’t
Leave Behind and features the hit song “Beautiful Day.”

Bono has been involved in the fight for human rights
worldwide, and has met with leaders including Pope John
Paul IT and former President Bill Clinton to discuss such
issues.

“He’s not just cool — he is going to inspire us,” Class
Marshal Xunhua Wong said of Bono.

Ghartey-Tagoe said that the committee has contacted
Sachs about the possibility of getting concert series, but
that she does not really consider the possibility feasible at
this point, with the concerts technically sold out.

Nevertheless, she said she sees the pick as a success.

“All those people will be sitting in the Fleet Center in
the way back, and all our people will have the pleasure of
sitting in the front and interacting with Bono in the last
days of our Harvard careers,” she said.

The Senior Class Committee comprises house repre-
sentatives and marshals, and has a subcommittee respon-
sible for the planning of Class Day.

Legislator wants to
offer students money
to stay in Montana

Jason Mohr
MonTANA KAIMIN

(U-WIRE) HELENA, Mont. — A Billings lawmaker
said he would like to stem the flight of Montana’s college
graduates to other states by offering them cash bonuses
for working in Montana.

But the measure proposed by Sen. Corey Stapleton, R-
Billings, might not be able to scrape together the neces-
sary funds.

Stapleton’s measure would give Montana college gradu-
ates $500 after they were employed for six months; gradu-
ates would be given an additional $1,000 if they stay with
the same employer for two years. Their employers would
be given tax credits of equal size.

Stapleton, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate, said his
legislation is an effort to retain Montana’s “cream of the
crop.” He presented his bill Wednesday to the House
Education Committee.

“Long after that $1,000 is spent, the appreciative
feeling towards the government goes a long way,” he said.

It’s estimated that Stapleton’s bill would cost the state
more than $2 million per year. But Stapleton said any
college graduates who would get the bonus money would
help Montana in the long run by paying for goods, services
and taxes.

Sen. Jon Ellingson, D-Missoula, said helikes Stapleton’s
ideabut would like toseeitinclude more people. Ellingson,
a member of the House Education Committee, said the
measure should include vocational and technical school
graduates or even Montana high school graduates who
might return to the state after receiving a degree else-
where. Stapleton’s measure does not include bonuses for
graduate students.

But Ellingson said the government just doesn’t have
money in its account.

“The state’s bankrupt in the sense that we don’t have
the money for the basic services that the citizens expect,”
the Harvard University graduate said.

Summer Jobs
on the

Kadie Bye
CAVALIER DAILY

(U-WIRE) CHARLOTTESVILLE —
According to a recent Justice Department
report, almost 3 percent of college women
will experience rape or attempted rape
each academic year.

The researchers interviewed 4,446
women attending two- or four-year col-
leges. In the survey, 2.8 percent of women
reported they had been raped or had es-
caped an attempted rape. Thereportclaims
that 27.7 rapes occur per 1,000 female
studentsin an academicyear. The statistic
for the entire year, including reports made
in the summer and during vacation times,
jumps to 4.9 percent.

The 4.9 percent incident rate of rapes
may also be a misleadingly low statistic
because the “reported number (of rapes)
vastly understates the actual number,”
said John Foubert, assistant dean of stu-
dents at the University of Virginia.

Many rapes go unreported each year
because the victim may feel embarrass-

ment, fear that she will be blamed, misun-
derstand rape terminology or be reluctant
to identify her attackers, the report said.

Research shows nearly 60 percent of
rapes occurred inthevictim’sresidence, 31
percent in other campus living quarters
and 10.3 percent took place in a fraternity
house.

The university tries tocombat incidents
of sexual assaults by preventative educa-
tion, Foubert said.

Programs include sexual assault dis-
cussions for all incoming first-year stu-
dents during orientation and programs in
residence halls, sororities and fraternities.
Student education groups such as One in
Four and the Sexual Assault Education
Office lead these efforts.

Onein Four, an all-male peer education
group with 31 student participants, tar-
gets its education exclusively at men. One
in Four defines rape, discusses survivor
empathy and advises men how to help a
rape survivor regain control over her life,
fourth-year college student and member
Dan Carlile said.

N

‘Chesapeake Bay

Work and play with campers and friends:

Sailing/Windsurting
Waterskiing/ Canoeing
Swimming/ Newspaper/Fitness
Tennis/ Basketball/ Lacrosse
Horseback Riding/Field Hockey
High and Low Ropes Course
Nursing and Office Staff
and much more!

Recruiters on campus:

Wednesday, February 14 in the Commons
Interviews and Applications Available

If you cannot be there, call:
Erin Fischer at YMCA Camp Tockwogh 410-348-6005

Positions Fill Quickly, So Plan For Your Summer Now
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‘Cecil B. Demented’ is John Waters close up

Kelly Gerow

CT SpectruM EDITOR

Movies by John Waters can be seen two ways: as a
movie or as a John Waters’ movie.

His latest, “Cecil B. Demented,” is now on video (it
didn’t have a theatrical release in Richmond) and only
survives one way — as a Waters” film.

“Technique is nothing more than failed style,” Cecil,
played by Stephen Dorff, says in this movie about guerrilla
film making. Waters definitely has style.

As a John Waters movie. “Cecil” is funny, lewd, deviant
and obscene. ‘As an actual movie, “Cecil” is hard to take
seriously.

Featuring the three token Waters’ actresses — Ricki
Lake, Patricia Hearst and Mink Stole — “Cecil” is about a
group of underground filmmakers who each worship one
particular director, from Almovodar to Spike Lee. They g
kidnap Hollywood actress Honey Whitlock (a very thin
Melanie Griffith) during the opening of her new picture,
“Some Kind of Happiness,” to star in Cecil’s anti-commercial
film “Raving Beauty.”

The plot is reminiscent of Patty Hearst’s kidnapping by
the Symbionese Liberation Army, a group that forced her into
terrorism for the sake of their movement. However, Whitlock
begins to feel the same way as her kidnappers, especially after

Digging for dinosaurs

The Children's Museum of
Richmond presents “Digging
for Dinosaurs: An Adventure of
Prehistoric Proportion,” open
Feb. 2 to June 3. Two full-size
skeletons, a skeleton
imbedded in a matrix and two
realistic (full-size) models will
be on display. Some of the
hands-on activities include a
12-foot by 20-foot Dig Pit and
stamp and rubbing tables. The
exhibit includes field trips,
workshops, and lectures by
'Dino’ Don Lessem and other
dinosaur experts.

a few violent productions where she has to “prove herself.”
She gets to know the crew better and begins to accept what
she’s doing. Every member of Cecil’s crew, the
Sprocketholes, has one overwhelming characteristic, such as
drug addict Lyle (Adrian Grenier), Raven the Satanist and
adult film star Cherish (Alicia Witt).

Waters makes fun of Hollywood films in the most
obvious ways, attacking films like “Patch Adams: The
Director’s Cut” and “Gump Again” (starring Kevin Nealon).
The best scenes involve the public’s attitudes toward under-
ground movies (a group of mothers shout “straight to video!”
at Cecil). Cecil is undoubtedly Waters in some form, espe-
cially with the way he can manipulate the personas of
mainstream actors or actresses.

“Cecil B. Demented” borderlines on satire and bad
taste. The message of the film is to not trust bad films that
spew forth from Hollywood, though the quality of “Raving
Beauty” is questionable.

The biggest surprise about the movie is Griffith’s
performance as a vapid actress turned celluloid reformer.
She’s an actress I never paid attention to, and I hardly
recognized her until her makeover during the film. She acted
like a lively Patricia Arquette. Waters has a talent for
transforming a person, and I'm sometimes surprised by the
roles people will take. Kathleen Turner’s performance in

“Serial Mom” was
amazing and it’s always
nice to see Ricki Lake in
something unrelated to her
talk show. This movie, like
every other Waters movie,
is set in Baltimore. That
never ceases to be amus-
ing.

“Cecil” is a s0-s0
Waters movie that is better
than “Pecker,” tamer than
“Desperate Living” yet not
as likable as “Hairspray.”
The obscene sexual content
has been toned down a bit,
but other signature anti-
social John Waters
elements are present. Still,
the movie could have been
funnier. A director and
writer like Waters surely
has a more substantial
statement to make about
commercial films.

“Cecil B.
Demented,”
starring Melanie
Griffith and
Stephen Dorff, is
John Waters’
latest film.

Denise Richards dishes attitude
on new ‘Valentine’ horror flick

Brian Bandell
THE Miami HURRICANE

(U-WIRE) CORAL GABLES, Fla. — On the big
screen actress Denise Richards is known for playing assertive
characters who don’t put up with bad attitude. In real life she
doesn’t like to put up with reporters, treating a simple
interview like a boxing match as she snaps back at the
questions she doesn’t like.

After she stated that “Valentine,” her latest film, is
different from other horror films such as “Scream,” a reporter
asked her, “How so0?”

“How s0?” the former model shot back. “Have you see
“Valentine’?”

There was dead silence. None of the reporters had seen
the movie.

“Uh, I liked it,” one reporter lied. Then everyone else
simultaneously agreed that they all enjoyed the movie, which
they didn’t see.

“I am [like my characters],” she said at the beginning of
the session. “I go after what I want. I think in “Wild Things,’
the character was manipulative, but Paige, in ‘Valentine,’ is
not. She just doesn’t put up with anything.”

Richards sure didn’t put up with anything during the
interview.

When one reporter asked her what the biggest miscon-
ception about her in Hollywood was, she responded, “I don’t
know. You’d have to give me an example of different things. I
don’t read what people say about me. I really don’t read my
own interviews either.”

Now bumbling his speech, the rattled reporter suggested
that some people might think of her as “just looks, not
personality.”

“This is the first I've heard of it,” said a frustrated
Richards. “You know what, I'm done...I’'m done.”

And with that she said a brief goodbye and stormed off.

Talk about giving a feisty performance. It’s no wonder
that she’s always cast in the more aggressive roles.

To start her tale at the beginning, Richards, 28, grew up
in a suburb of Chicago and moved to San Diego, Calif., at the
age of 12. Before her acting career, the 5-foot-6-inch green-
eyed beauty spent some time in New York as a model.

“I never wanted to model,” said Richards. “It’s just that

I made more money doing that than scooping ice cream at
Haagén-Dazs.”

Richards first made a name for herself in 1997 when
she battled giant alien bugs in “Starship Troopers.” Most of
her fans fondly remember her performance as the sleazy
seductress in “Wild Things,” which was capped off by her
steamy lesbian love scené with Neve Campbell.

When asked about the way her sexuality has been
portrayed in her films, Richards insisted on skipping the
question. She did, however, comment on her role in the James
Bond movie “The World is Not Enough” where she played a
nuclear physicist who had both brains and cleavage.

“[In the Bond movie] it’s all about the action,” said
Richards. “It’s not about characters having real truthful
scenes. I took that movie for a different reason. It was to be
part of a franchise that is internationally known and opens
doors to other films. That’s why I did that film. I didn’t do it
for the acting.”

In Richard’s latest role, she’ll be taking on a masked
killer in “Valentine.” It’s her first time in a horror film and she
made it a point to show reverence to the great scary movies of
the past.

“I think that horror films still appeal to people because
they make money,” explained Richards. “But I think with this
one it’s a bit of a throwback to the older horror films like
‘Friday the 13th,” ‘Halloween,” ‘Nightmare on Elm Street.” It's
not spoofy like some of the modern ones, although I loved
those. I like the humor in this movie as well.”

In the movie, the school geek comes back to get
vengeance on the girls who rejected him when he was in
junior high and uses Valentine’s Day as a premise for some
nasty tricks.

Ironically, it was Richards who was dealing with
rejection in junior high.

“I was actually that guy in junior high,” said Richards.
“I was made fun of. People teased me. Junior high was a very
awkward stage for me. I was actually flattered that they cast
that girl to play me, because she was so cute and I was not so
cute when I was in junior high.”

There’s a valuable lesson to be learned here. Don’t be
mean to the unpopular kids in school, because one day they
might become sexy movie stars and take their inner rage out
on unsuspecting reporters.
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Get Advertising Experience With
VCU'’s student-run newspaper, the

Commonwealth Times

We’'re looking for Advertising -
Sales Reps for the spring 2001
semester.

e No limit on income
e Generous commission
e Must have dependable transportation

® Should be professional in attitude &
appearance

® Flexible hours; make your own schedule every
week

For more information or to fill out an application, drop
by our offices in Rm. 1149 of the Temple Building, or
contact Michael or Kevin at 828-1058 (e-mail:
AVCUAdGuy@aol.com).
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MONEY
POWER
RESPECT

Attain it all by running in the SGA elections as a representative of the student
body.

President & Vice President
50 Senate Seats

Deadline for submission of candidate registration February 9

Campaigning February 19 - March 5
Presidential Debate (Commons Plaza) February 28

Elections (Web Election) March5 & 6

For additional information, please contact Quin Lewis, Director of Elections, at (804) 828-7551

- or via e-mail at s2jdlewi@atlas.vcu.edu. Applications are available in the Student Activities
Center (SAC office, lower level of the Student Commons) or you may print out an application at
the following web address:

ine ¥ Anll

http://www.vcu.edu/safweb/soweb/sga/Elections.html

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION TODAY!!!!!!

N3 VCU SPRING 2001 CAREER FA

SPONSORED BY UNIVERSITY CAREER CENTER IR \\‘ ‘ / /
—~- pogn — Alltel Pavilion op;u

'I'O 'I'IIE

PRIZES Stuart C. Siegel Center | PUBLIC
R ‘)\gv\\OFESS/o% P Cq, February 14, 2001 SN
¥ ! - 7 - 1Mam -4pm g,‘

g www.students.vcu.edu/careers/CareerFairs.html
ALL STUDENTS WELCOME Unvrsiy CorerCaner

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing access to education and employment without regard to age, race, color, nafional origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affliation or disability.
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Mary Beth Thomsen

Eight suggestions
for mak?ng Hibbs

better for students

I wonder why some buildings at VCU
are glamorous looking and some are just
plain disgusting. Now these thoughts are
uneducated -- I'm sure there are some
explanations, but for the time being, I'm
going to vent.

In my recreation leadership class, we
were assigned to take 15 minutes with our
group and come up with five changes we
would make to our classroom in Hibbs. At
first we were a little slow, but before long
we couldn’t write fast enough.

Our final list was as follows:

1). Get rid of broken blinds and replace
their motorized shades.

2). Paint over the ugly blah dirty white
color with bright colors or add artwork.

3). Get rid of the chained up overheads
and Televisions with a projection system
(like in Temple).

4). Add carpet instead of crusty looking
tile.

5). Update small desks with either one
large conference table or just plain old
nicer desks, maybe with padding on seats
for those 2 hour and 40 minute classes!

Yes the list continued beyond the class-
room...

6). On the 4th floor add skylights

7). Fix the elevators so they work!

8). Completely wipe out the
kindergardenstylebathroomssothatwhen
you'restandingupinsidethestall youcan’t
make eye contact with everyone waitingin
line.

So the time was up and all four groups
had what looked like a long grocery list.

My question is: Why was I informed
that the Engineering Building and some
others had many of these characteristics?
The engineering building has mainly engi-
neering students, right? Yet Hibbs has
English, history, foreign language and po-
litical science students and has the nasti-
est looking building.

Like I said—I'm sure there are reasons
why Hibbs hasbeen neglected, but it makes
meangry.Itislike everybuildinghas some
type of high quality rooms (even the busi-
ness building has the huge conference-
looking room with multiple study rooms).
Would somebody please help Hibbs?

Mary Beth Thomsen

Now | am turning
info my parents

Igrew up critiquingmy parents. Ijudged
their decisions and weighed the success-
fulness of their outcomes. I convinced
myself that, “I will never be like my par-
ents, ever!”

As a child, I watched my dad-spend his
money like he was getting paid for it. He
always whipped out his plastic card and
handed it to the cashier so gracefully.

Icouldn’t believe how much he charged
to that thing. I thought to myself, “I'm
never getting a credit card. I'll never get
myself into debt.”

I observed my dad’s compulsive behav-
ior and thought he was nuts. He always
wrote himself reminder notes, as well as
the rest of the family. He didn’t just leave
onenote, but two or even three ‘reminders’
around the house.

After so long, it got extremely annoy-
ing.

My mother would sometimesshopat K-
mart. I thought she was so cheap. I made
fun of her and judged her h&r‘slg y for

‘shopping at the Big-K. v LA
: ‘promised myselfthat I would neverbe
_caught dead in the aisles of & diseount

store.

My mom was always strict as well. She
was constantly grounding my brother and
me. I ‘hated’ her for being a witch and
thought I would never be so protective.

Well, all of my promises and decisions
have been tarnished.

Iended up owning four credit cards and
accumulated $3,500 in bills. I have an
obsession with shopping and spending
money.

I often write notes for reminders on
Post-it Notes. I find the need to organize
and sort things out.

I love Walmart, Target, and occasion-
ally stop by K-mart. The cheaper, the
better!

My little brotheris a clone of Dennis the
Menace. Although I was not a saint as a
teenager and although he does things that
Idid -- I am still very protective of him for
some reason. I feel like his mother some-
timeéi\- v

Thi

now I have something to blame my beha
ior onl - ok

 success with people like m
0

On the heels of the NFL season comes
the'XFL. The XFL is the brainchild of
World Wrestling Federation President
Vince McMahon and is hoping to attract
the same audience that watches wres-
tling.

AlthoughIdonot watch wrestling,Ido
plan to be a fan of the XFL. Of course, 'm
such a football junkie; I'm a fan of Arena
Football. .

TheXFLwillhavesomedifferentrules
than the NFL to make the games more
interesting and exciting.

For example, a receiver can catch a
ball with only one foot in bounds. In
addition, players will be able to actually
celebrate a touchdown or a big play.

The league will consist of former NFL

players who did not gain the success that

most thought they would and a few who

never really got a fair shot for one reason

or another. .
_ I think that the league wi

ourn hen

will come out of this league. Players who
have been over looked now have a chance
to prove themselves.

The NFL claims that the league is not

_a threat but I would think otherwise.

Already, teams will be sending scouts to
games. .
I also think it is a novel idea to put
professional sports teams in different ar-
eas like Birmingham, Orlando, Las Ve-
gas and Memphis. These are all areas
that constantly getoverlooked and turned
down for professional teams.

Next year when Washington gets a

team, I plan to attend as many games as

possible. For one thing, tickets will be
cheaper and more accessible.

And as far as I'm concerned, the other
Washington football team is already out

of the playoffs with some of the off-season

personnel moves thathave been made. So

_ Iamlooking forward to seeing something
e new and exciting. .

1 think when the NFL sees how much
dehen e
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The opinion section of the Commonwealth Times is a forum open to the public. Virginia Commonwealth University
students, faculty and administrators are encouraged to submit letters and columns expressing their opinions and
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We reserve the right to edit all letters for grammar, style and space. Letters should not exceed one single-spaced
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CT e-mail: CTVCU@hotmail.com. Mailing address: P. O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA 23284-2010. Drop box location:

Room 1149, T. Edward Temple Building.

¢ you have it.  am turning into a
carboncopy of my parents. Oh well-aﬂ% :

GET YOUR OPINION OFF YOUR
CHEST BY WRITING A LETTERTO

THE EDITOR.

HELL BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM

: YOU. :
~ E-MAIL YOUR VIEWS TO:
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CoffeeBRAKES

take place bi-weekly, offering free coffee,
snacks and lots of information for commuter
students. All CoffeeBRAKES are from 9 am
- 11 am, in the Commons Lobby.

Tuesday,
March 6, 2001

University Student Commons Lobby
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Free Music, Food & Fun!!!

Wednesday,

February 14"

LOVE A COMMUTER! Special
Valentine's Day treats and Body
Awareness information sponsored by the

Office of Health Promotion! n

®c0ccccccrcoccsccocons
0000000000 cscsccccsoce

Tuesday,

February 27t

Co-sponsored by Recreational Sports &
University Career Center

60 Minute
Service Tuesdays

A mini service series providing an avenue for people with a full

P Look for the littie coffee mug in your Com-
muter Student Handbook calendar for up-
coming CoffeeBRAKE dates!

schedule who want to do quality service. Transportation pro-
vided. Volunteers must meet in the Student Activities Center by

Break Po i “* 70“' name n* i 2:30 pm on the day of service. Service hour is from 3:00 pm -

| 4:00 pm. Three to four volunteers needed for each day

Beat the ACU-I Competitors 4 I
February 11th, 2001 |

| February 27,2000 Hilliam Byrd Communiny House
\Alarm lLine A+ 49 nAnn _ Dlav atarte !
vvaiiitups al 14 (10GH - 1 idy Sais — l ]

at 1pm. $2 entry fee. Call Adam Scarano at
828-6500 for more information. | How much do YOU kl’_‘OW_
S % ; —— about Student Organizations?
b) 25 members

First Apartment?
7 \ M OVi n g O n L) 2 R:;i:::a:zetl::ent Organizations receive lots of services and

assistance from the staff in the Student Activities Center. Another

A
L ~ = M OVi n g 0 ut benzf)‘t};?ee lunches on Tuesdays

b) Mailboxes
¢) Funding from the Student Activities Fee, allocated by the

A WOI’kS hO p fOI’ f| rSt tl me ren te r’S Student Government Association

This workshop will walk you step-by-step through the process of finding and o\ o ieotion about Student Organizations or help in starting
then renting your first apartment. You'll learn about deposits, leases, budgets,  an organization, visit the Student Activities Center, located on the
tenant/landlord rights and much more! You'll also receive an Off-Campus Hous-  lower level, in the Underground of the University Student Commons
ing Handbook, filled with useful forms and information to help you find and enjoy ~ (Room 018) or call (804)828-3648

a successful living arrangement. Workshops are free and open to all VCU stu-

dents. All workshops will be held in the University Student Commons at “he opue gzt siemsuy
locations and times listed below. For more information, call the Commuter Ser-
vices & Off-Campus Housing Office at (804)828-6492 or visit our website at

www.students.vcu.edu/commons/commuter.html

Workshop Dates & Times:

February 6, 2001: Richmond Children's Museum

1. Anyone can start a student organization! All is takes is
a) 12 members

Day Date Time / Place
Tuesday * February 20, 2001 7:00 pm, Forum Room :
Wednesday  February 21, 2001 7:00 pm, Commons Theater Looking for something to do this weekend?

Monday * February 26, 2001 7:00 pm, Forum Room
* Representatives from Housing Opportunities Made Equal (H.O.M.E) will be at these sessions to

talk about renter's rights and navigating leases. WWW. Stude ntS VCu. ed U/CO mmon S/

~Camn

Find 2 weekend list of events on and off campus at

www.students.vcu.edu/commons/

VCU is an EEO/AA institution. If you should need special accommodation. contact Janet Howell at (804)828-9502



Ram Stat

The VCU women’s basketball team fell
to 1-16 all-time at James Madison with
a 7&59 loss to the Dukes Sunday
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Coming next issve
Take a look at how the | Rams
.wamen’makew 2am fares

Late run he|ps Rams dump shorthanded Eagles

Bobby Parks
CT STAFF WRITER

While far from perfect, the VCU men’s
basketball team did what it had to do to
win, and they did enough.

Bo Jones and Willie Taylor scored 16
points each as the Rams kicked offthe first
of two consecutive home games Saturday
night, with a 71-61 win over Colonial Ath-
letic Association rival American Univer-
sity before a crowd of 7,421.

This win marks the seventh straight
game the Rams have won at the Stuart C.
Siegel Center,improving theirhomerecord
to 10-1 for the season. VCU also completed
asweep of American. The Rams kicked off
their CAA season with a narrow 62-58 win
against American in Washington on Jan.
3.The Eagles have never beaten the Rams
in Richmond.

L.F. Likcholitov chipped in with 14
points and a team-high eight rebounds;
and LaMar Taylor had 12 points.

Likcholitov’s rebounds were key to the
Rams’ 42-34 edge on the glass, including
an 18-12 advantage in offensive rebounds.

“For the most part, I think we did a
great job limiting their second chances,”
said VCU coach Mack McCarthy.

Patrick Doctor of American (2-9 CAA,
6-16) was the game’s top scorer, with 24
points, hitting 10 of 15 from the field.
Eagles coach Jeff Jones said Doctor had a
very solid performance, but “he certainly
could have played better.”

VCU(7-3,14-9)wentup 10-8 with 14:46
remaining in the first half to take their
first lead of the night. The Rams held that
lead throughout the entire night, stretch-
ing it to as many as 12 points with 17
seconds remaining in the game.

The game was very evenly matched,
but a few Rams runs and some sloppy play
from the Eagles settled the game. The first
run came in the first half, when the Rams
went on a 13-3 run to go up 19-11 with
12:10 remaining. Willie Taylor had six

Moser and Marquardt fall in final

FARMERS BRANCH, Texas — In a
crisp, tight doubles final, VCU’s top tennis
duo, Frank Moser and Florian Marquardt,
didn’t drop one service game. It didn’t
matter though.

Johan Brunstrom and Jon Wallmark of
host Southern Methodist University also
held service everytime and gutted out a 7-
6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-4) win over Moser and
Marquardt at the Rolex National Intercol-
legiate Indoor Championships.

Moser and Marquardt, 12th in the
doubles ranking, add their runner-up fin-
ish in the National Indoors to their victory
at the T. Rowe Price National Clay Court
championships.

Moser and Marquardt opened the tour-
nament by coming from behind in their
first match. The Rams duo defeated Oliver
Foreman and Robert Gustafsson of Middle
Tennessee State University, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

In round two, Moser and Marquardt
didn’t have it any easier, winning 7-5, 7-6
(7-5) over the University of Illinois’ Amer
Delic and Graydon Oliver.

By far the biggest win of the tourna-
ment for the VCU duo was in the semifinal
round against Matias Boeker and Travis
Parrott of the University of Georgia.

Moser and Marquardt overcame losing
asecond-set tiebreaker to the Bulldog pair,
No. 2in the nation, to advance to the finals
6-4, 6-7 (5-7), 6-3.

In the women’s singles draw Martina
Nedelkova rebounded from an early defeat
to have a good tournament.

Nedelkova fell to the top seed, Laura
Granville of Stanford University, 6-1, 6-4.
Nedelkova was Granville’s 50th straight
victim and the top-ranked Cardinal went
on to win the championship.

In the consolation draw, Nedelkova
didn’t lost a set on her way to winning the
consolation bracket. Nedelkova, 12th in
the nation, completed her run to the conso-
lation title by whipping No. 11 Marlene
Mejia of the University of North Carolina
6-1, 6-3 Sunday morning.

In the first round she swept Stanford’s
KeikoTokuda6-2,6-2. Nedelkovadismissed
Washington State University’s Erin
Perkins by the same score in round 2.

Nedelkova caught a break in the semifi-
nal round when Kavitha Krishnamurthy
of Princeton University had toretire with a
back injury.

--- compiled from news sources

Make me happy.

Make me stop committing crimes.
Become a sports editor or sports writer for me.

Contact George Templeton @ 828-1058
for more information.

MEN’s BASKETBALL

(149, 7-3)

WOMEN’s BASKETBALL
(12-8, 3-6)

Fes. 8 Fes. 14 | Fes. 17 | WiLLiaM AND MARY HAS BEATEN THE
. RAMS THREE STRAIGHT TIMES, INCLUDING
W&M GMU) L 65-63 THIS YEAR IN WILLIAMSBURG.
Fes. 18 | VCU's 3-6 START Ties 1996-97, coacH
GMU | DAVID GLASS' FIRST YEAR, FOR ITS WORST
CAA RECORD AFTER NINE GAMES.

[EZ] INDICATES HOME GAME [ INDICATES AWAY GAME

points and an assist to spur the run, and
Scott Lilly added a 3-pointer.

The Eagles had their share of runs,
cutting a 36-28 halftime deficit to one, 38-
37, with 15:25 left in the half. The second
Rams run came when they scored nine
straight points to take a 47-37 lead with
12:16 remaining in the game.

Theundermanned Eagles answered the
Rams’ second rally, cutting the 47-37 defi-
cit to two, 52-50, with six minutes remain-
ing. American had two opportunities to
take the lead, but didn’t score either time.
Injuries have plagued American, leaving
them with only seven healthy players for
the game. “That was a heck of an effort by
our kids,” Jeff Jones said. “We’ve been
playing pretty hard.”

The game-clinching run came with six
minutes in the game. The Rams were up
54-52 with six minutes remaining in the
game before Willie Taylor poured it on,
scoring two 3-pointers and another basket
near the end of the game, to put it away.

“Other than just losing our patience a
few times, we were very solid,” McCarthy
said. McCarthy added that the Rams did a
good job forcing some turnovers that made
the difference in the game.

The story of the night, of course, was
Willie Taylor. He has been dealing with
personal difficulties due to his father’s
cancer. Willie Taylor left the team to spend
some time with his family, but came back
without a lot of practice time and helped
the Rams win.

Saturday’s match-up marked the final
meeting between the two CAA rivals. The
Eagles are moving to the Patriot League
next year. VCU has won nine of the 12
games in the series since joining the CAA
during the 1995-1996 season.

The Rams’ next home game is Feb. 8
against tough conference foe William and
Mary, who has beaten VCU three straight
times. The Rams will try to avenge a 65-63
Jan. 13 defeat from the Tribe, the first CAA
loss for the Rams, after starting 3-0.

Oklahoma State place crash evokes
chilling memories at other schools

Cassie Delozier
DaiLy O’COLLEGIAN

(U-WIRE) STILLWATER, Okla. —
While Oklahoma State University sup-
porters are mourning the loss of the 10
lives taken by the Jan. 27 plane crash,
other universities can’t help but remem-
ber their own tragic losses.

It was Oct. 2, 1970, and the Wichita
State football team boarded a plane that
would take them to Logan, Utah, from
Denver.

The Martin 404 aircraft, which was
5,165 pounds over the maximum allow-
able weight, crashed when it could not
climb over an obstructing mountain or
successfully reverse the course.

“We lost 29 people in that crash,” said
Jim Rhatigan, former vice president for
academic affairs at Wichita State. “Our
situation was a lot like the one at OSU.”

“Students and staffwent through many
different stages of emotions,” Rhatigan
said. “At first, people were traumatized;
then they just couldn’t believe that it had
happened.

“After some time, there was recogni-
tion and then finally grieving — it really
took sometime for people tostarthealing.”

Al Marinai, who was a sophomore at
California Polytechnic State University
in 1960, has haunting memories of his
own.

The Cal Poly football team had justlost
to Bowling Green State University 50-6.
The players pushed the twin-engine C-46
out of the hanger and onto the runway.
Shortly after takeoff, the plane jerked to
the side, slammed into the concrete run-
way still underneath it and split in two.

Of the 46 passengers, 22 died.

“That was 40 years ago — almost 41,”
Marinai said. “I still think about it.”

Marinai, who was being scouted by
professional football teams, was the most
injured survivor and spent the next three
years in the hospital and has permanent
injuries.

But he said the most traumatic part of
the crash was the emotional impact.

“You can’t helpbut think of those young
lives, what they could have been, what
they could have done,” he said. “There
were a lot of broken hearts.”

Another aspect of the crash that both-
ered Marinai were the circumstances that
surrounded the crash.

The plane, which was putin the hanger
due toweather conditions, was overloaded
by 2,009 pounds. The captain’s license had
been revoked prior to the flight.

Norm Gomes, a student at Cal Poly at
the time, was out of town when he heard
the news. His roommate was aboard the
plane.

“I heard it on the radio while I was
driving,” Gomes said. “I called a number
the radio had given, and they listed off the
people thathad died. My roommate wasn’t
one of them.”

Gomes said he was torn by his emo-
tions.

“I felt grief for those who died, but I
couldn’t helpbut feel relieved for my room-
mateand thankful for thosewhohadlived.”

The campus mourned the loss of their
football team.

“Itwaskind oflike a rainstorm,” Gomes
said. “Everything shut down, and people
emotionally boarded themselves up. Then
there was a flood of emotions and eventu-
ally, an eerieness that was left behind.”

Al Marinai never went back to Cal Poly
— he said there were too many memories.

“It will haunt you,” he said. “I haven’t
flown since that night.”

Unlike Cal Poly and the crash of 1960,
OSU has supported the victim’s families.

“For a while, it was like it didn’t hap-
pen,” Gomes said. “They started having
reunions of the survivors after a few years,
but they really didn’t seem to put out much
effort to comfort the families of the victims.

“Some memorial stuff was done but
nothing outstanding.”

Rhatigan said he thinks the support
from OSU administration has been tre-
mendous.

“OSU has responded to this tragedy
and handled everything very well,” he
said. “I think they should all be very proud
of the people at their institution.”



	com20010205_page01
	com20010205_page02
	com20010205_page03
	com20010205_page04
	com20010205_page05
	com20010205_page06
	com20010205_page07
	com20010205_page08
	com20010205_page09
	com20010205_page10
	com20010205_page11
	com20010205_page12

