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Tanzanian native teaches Swahili Icmguage

Vanessa DeBrew
CT STAFF WRITER

Recognize the phrase “hakuna matata” (ha-koo-na ma-
ta-ta)?

If so, you speak Swahili — a little, anyway.

The expression, whichmeans “noworries,” titled asong
inDisney’s “The Lion King.” Other examples ofthe Swahili
language were incorporated into the movie: Rafiki (Ra-
fee-key), the baboon, means friend. Simba (Sim-ba), the
main character, means lion.

While the names fit, this film may be long forgotten to
some VCU students. But to those who study with Zarina
Fazaldin, the Swahili terms are familiarities that must be
mastered.

Fazaldinisanadjunct professorwhoteachesthe Swahili
language course at VCU. She has been at VCU for two
years, the lone professor who teaches this language here.

Fazaldinis originally from Tanzania, a country located
on the southeastern coast of Africa. Sheis part Indian and
lived in India before coming to America.

Fazaldin arrived in America in 1988 to pursue her
master’s degree in sociology. She said she liked what VCU
was trying to accomplish internationally.

Biology chairman talks hydropolitics

“I received a very welcommg letter from VCU,” she
said. Fazaldin then made Richmond her home.

In addition to teaching Swahili to VCU students, she
now manages her real estate business and sits two classes
shy of earning a master’s degreein special education from
Virginia State University.

Besides Swahili, Fazaldin speaks Hindi (India) and
Urdu (Pakistan) and can read and write the Arabic
language.

The Swahili language is actually called Kiswabhili.
Kiswahili means the language (k1 ), spoken by the people
of the coast (-swabhili).

Itis the most widely spoken language in Africa, used by

45 million people in the eastern and central regions.
People who live in countries near Tanzania including
Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda, usually speak Swabhili.
Fazaldinsaid thelanguage hasan Arabicinfluence and
is spoken in countries such as Kuwait and Oman in the
Middle East. 5
Other languages of influence include English, Portu-
guese, Persian, Gujerati (India) and Hindi (India).
Swahili 101 and 102 are the levels offered at VCU; each
class counts four credits. This semester, the course is
offered 5:30-6:45 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the

Business’
Building.

The
twolevels
a r e
taught in
conjunc-
tion and
eachlevel
sitson op-
posite
sides of
the class-
room.
Wel-
comed by
their
“mwalimu”

(mwa-
lee-moo),
or professor, the students practice pronunciation through

SWAHILI continued to page 3

Campus projects
may feel state

John King
CT STAFF WRITER

How do people and governments
throughoutthe world use theirwater? How
many VCU students, staffand faculty know
that 65 percent of the world’s freshwater
comes from 10 countries?

Leonard A. Smock, chairman of VCU’s
biology department, discussed these two
items and many others in his Elske v.P.
Smith Lecturetitled “Water Resources and
the Development of Civilization.”

Smock began his speech by discussing
the importance of water and how it has
affected civilizations the past 50,000 years.

“The foundation and success of the de-
velopmentofcivilization,” Smocksaid, “has
been our ability to harvest and control
water resources.”

Thefirstword in the Persian dictionary,
Smock told the audience, is “ab,” which
stands for water. Another word, “abadav,”
means civilized. This word, he said, means
that water and civilization are linked to-
gether.

Clean water, for example, made pos-
sible the growth of cities in early civiliza-
tion, which, the speaker said, saved many
lives by preventing water-borne diseases.

Still, unless water is sanitized properly
the large cities today never would have

developed. Even today.with advancedtech-

nology, he said, halfthe world’s population -

doesn’t have basic sanitation.

“Water management, especially irriga-
tion,” he told the audience, “was a techno-
logical invention that controlled these civi-
lizations in food production and economi-
cal, social, cultural and political involve-
ment.

“The bigger the irrigation, the blgger
the government.”

Overirrigating land can lead to salt
buildup, causing the land to be worthless
for growing crops.

Thus, the cities began to diminish tothe
size ofavillage when saltsincreased on the
land.

Eventually, Smock said, the high
amount of salt in the soil led to a rapid
decrease in food production.

Changing to the political scene, Smock
told the audience that rulers have con-
trolled water supplies to gain and exercise
political control of their people — some-
thing even today’s governments do with
most of the world’s water supply.

Smock predicted that the increased de-
mand for water will lead to conflicts be-
tween nations as populations increase.
Citing data, he said, only 10 countries

SMOCK continued to page 3

budget pinch

Jessica Brown
CT News Epitor

The General Assembly adjourned
Saturday without enacting amend-
ments to the state’s budget. Therefore,
Republican Gov. Jim Gilmore must
balance the commonwealth’s budget
himself unless or until the General
Assembly reconvenes and approves
budget amendments.

The governor said he will call a spe-
cial session in late March to offer nego-
tiators from the House of Delegates
and Senate another chance to reach a
compromise.

Until the General Assembly agrees
on budget amendments, however,
Gilmore must slash $421 million. He
announced Tuesday plans to balance
the state’s budget by freezing discre-
tionary spending as well as hiring at
colleges and universities.

“On behalf of the people of Virginia,
I am asking you to work with us to
minimize any problems your institu-
tions may face as we proceed to balance
the budget,” Gilmore said in Tuesday’s
letter to state college and university
presidents.

VCU has already halted plans to

BUDGET continued to page 3
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Spiritualist author visits Rich-
mond to perform spiral dance

Best-selling author, feminist and peace
activist Starhawk will visit Richmond this
weekend. She performs a ritual drum
trance and spiral dance Friday. She then
conductsnonviolence training for students
and other community members.

Starhawk is the author or co-author of
eightbooks, including“Dreaming the Dark:
Magic, Sex and Politics” and “Truth or
Dare: Encounters with Power, Authority
and Mystery.”

ASanFrancisconative, Starhawk works
with Reclaiming, a nonprofit religious or-
ganization that unites spirituality and
politics.

Starhawk’s performance:

Time: 7-9 p.m.

Date: Friday, March 2

Place: First Unitarian Church, 1000
Blanton Ave., across from Byrd Park

Cost: $10 with discounts available for
students

Nonviolence training:

Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Date: Sunday, March 4

Place: Shockoe Bottom Arts Center,
2001 E. Grace St.

Cost: free with no registration required

VCU business students receive
$130,000 in scholarships

Since 1997, VCU School of Business
studentshavereceived more than $130,000

in scholarships from the university’s Real
Estate Circle of Excellence, which repre-
sents real estate and mortgage-lending
executives across Virginia.

Established in 1990, the circle’s schol-
arship program has grown considerably.
In the past four years, the circle has
awarded $72,000 in scholarships to 47
students. This year, $32,000 is slated for
scholarship awards.

Midsemester deadline
approaches

The last day for students to withdraw
from classes this semester with a grade of
“W” is Friday, March 9. Roderick J.
McDavis, provost and vice president for
academic affairs, advised university fac-
ulty of this deadline in a letter last week.

University policy requires that faculty
provide students with feedback regarding
their academic performance so students
may consult their advisers and withdraw
from the course if necessary.

McDavis said that feedback in the form
of a letter grade is not required, but that
students have a better understanding of
their academic standing if presented with
aletter gradeat the time of midterm evalu-
ation.

J. Sargeant Reynolds offers GRE
and AT preparation classes

All spring classes will be held at the
Parham Road Campus and cost $110for 10
hours of instruction. Call 371-3413 to reg-
ister for the following courses:

HOW TO REACH US

The Commonwealth Times publishes Mondays and Thursdays for distribution
around VCU's Academic and Medical campuses and the Fan. Our offices are in
Room 1149 of the T. Edward Temple Building, 901 W. Main St. Our mailing
address is P.O. Box 842010, Richmond, Va. 23284-2010. Address comments,
complaints or suggestions regarding the content of the news, sports and
Spectrum sections to George Templeton. Address comments, complaints or
suggestions regarding any other aspect of the CT to J. Edward Rogalsky.
PHONE: 828-1058 or 828-1059

FAX: 828-9201

E-MAIL: CTVCU @hotmail.com

Administration

J. Edward Rogalsky, executive editor

George Templeton, managing editor

vacant, business manager

Advertising Department

J. Michael Fisher, director

Production

George Tautkus, production assistant

News Department

Jessica Brown, editor

Sports Department

Bobby Parks, writer

Spectrum Department

Kelly Gerow, editor

Olympia Meola, associate editor

Photography Department

Josh Taylor, photographer

Circulation

Stacy Reed, director

Voice Mail

Executive and managing editors: 278-2005

Business Office, Advertising Department and Spectrum Department: 278-2008
News Department: 278-2249

Sports Department: 278-2229

The Commonwealth Times doesn't endorse the advertising that runs in the
newspaper.

GMAT Verbal (EDCA 220)

Section 90A — Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m.,
March 28 — April 25

Instructor: Joy Barnes

Section 91A—-Mondays, 6-8 p.m., March
12 — April 9

Instructor: Robbie Williams

GMAT Math (EDCA 221)

Section 90A — Thursdays, 2-4 p.m.,
March 22 — April 19

Section 91A — Thursdays, 6-8 p.m.,
March 22 — April 19 -

Instructor: Albert Scimone (for both sec-
tions)

Campus Calendar
Thursday, March 1

Program: Deborah Potter, ex-corre-
spondent for CNN and CBS News, pre-
sents a lecture on broadcast writing skills,
2-3:30 p.m. in the University Student Com-
mons, Forum Room. Sponsored by the VCU
Chapter of the Radio and TV News Direc-
tors Association.

Program: Richard Salsman lectures
3:30-6 p.m. in the Business Building Audi-
torium. Sponsored by Students of Objectiv-
ism. -

Film: “Sankofa” shows 7-9 p.m. in the
Gladding Residence Center’s community
room. Sponsored by multicultural student
affairs.

Friday, March 2

Program: APB/Expressions Showcase
presents a comedy show 7-9 p.m. in the
University Student Commons, Common-
wealth Ballroom A-B.

Film: “Little Nickey” shows 7-9 p.m. in
the Commons Theater. Sponsored by the
APB/Film Committee.

Film:“PayitForward”shows 9:30-11:30
p.m. in the Commons Theater. Sponsored
by the APB/Film Committee.

Saturday, March 3

Film: “Pay it Forward” shows 7-9 p.m.
inthe Commons Theater. Sponsored by the

APB/Film Committee.

Film: “Little Nickey” shows 9:30-11:30
p.m. in the Commons Theater. Sponsored
by the APB/Film Committee.

Sunday, March 4

Meeting: Narcotics Anonymous meets
at 8 p.m. in the Hibbs Building, room 326.

GRACE

COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN |

1627 Monument Avenue
Three Blocks from Campus
Come and join us for:

Worship, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Supper, Wed., 6:00 p.m.

James Goodloe, Ph.D., Minister

Christopher Martin, VCU 92,

Choirmaster and Organist
Www.grace-covenant.org
359-2463

Make Grace Covenant
your church home
away from homex

ganizers travel FREE!! 1-800-SURFS-UP

help wanted

CAMP COUNSELOR --- YMCA
Camp Thunderbirdis seeking professional
role models for summer empolyment. Po-
sitions are full time with overtime avail-
able. Great experience working with kids.
Competitive pay and YMCA membership
benefits, call 276-9622, ext. 111 for appli-
cation and interview dates.

LIFEGUARDS/SUPERVISORS
Now hiring for summer! All positions in
No. Va. Trainingavailable! Full/Part Time!
Top Pay! Call 1-800-3692.

SPRING BREAK 2ND SEMESTER
SPECIALS!!! Cancun from $439 with the
most reliable air. Meat and drinks avail-
able. Space limited, call today. Group or-

or www.studentexpress.com

FURNITURE -- Oak finished enter-
tainment center, $40. Matching wicker
(brown): coffee table, end-table w/glass
top, clothes hamper, $60 all together or
sold separately. Call 217-8277.

fund raising

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES,
STUDENT GROUPS Earn $1,000-
$2,000 this semester with the easy
campusfundraiser.com three-hour
fundraising event.

No sales required. Fundraising dates
are filling quickly, so call today! Contact
campusfundraiser.com at(888)923-3238,
or visit www.campusfundraiser.com.
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SMOCK from page 1

control 65 percent of the fresh water in the
world.

Moreover, 40 percent ofthe world’s popu-
lation depends on water flowing from an-
other country.

The way a country uses its water affects
countries depending on that water.

“We need to formulate on a regional
basis long-term water objectives and a
plan to reach those objectives,” he said,
adding that the demand for water will lead
to political problems called hydropolitics.

“If we don’t think about where we have
been or where we want togo, we willend up
where we are heading,” he said, ending his
talk with this Chinese proverb. In terms of
waterresources, Smock advised the night’s
participants that this is not where people
want to go.

After the speech, two students offered
laudatory remarks about Smock’s delivery
in combining the historical perspective of
water with its flow through the life and
death of different peoples of the world.

“I like how he related to life and death
and how water goes through our life sys-
tem,” said Mary Beth Quirk, a geology
major at Randolph Macon College in
Ashland, adding that her geology profes-
sor and classmates attended the event.

Another RMC student said that she
liked the historic scale Smock used and
how it applies water to the future water
systems.

Smock’s presentation honored a former
dean of the College of Humanities and
Sciences, Elske v.P. Smith, who estab-
lished the environmental studies program
after she stepped down from the deanship.

BUDGET from page 1

begin Phase I of library renovations on
both campuses. This initial project was
expected to cost $1.9 million.

Paul Timmreck, vice president for VCU
finance and administration, said the uni-
versity may be forced to freeze mainte-
nance and renovation projects across cam-
pus.

University administrators, Timmreck
said, must find away toreduce spendingby
as much as $2.7 million now. During the
next fiscal year, reductions of as much as
$5.7 million may be required.

Projects already under way, however,
will not be affected by budget reductions
becausethey are protected under contracts.
Such projects include parking decks and
student recreation facilities as well as stu-
dent housing complexes.

SWAHILI from page 1

role-playing or by conversing with the
teacher.

The students are taught how to speak
and travel in areas where Swahili is spo-
ken. Beth Powell, a junior, said the combi-
nation class works well.

“Ilike the way the class is taught. This
gives the 102 students a chance to learn
and review with the 101 students,” she
said.

Studentsin the class are from Ethiopia,
Korea, South Africa and India as well as
the United States.

A majority of the students said they like
the course and agreed that the language is
fairly easy to learn.

“This language was easier to learn than
English,” said Tae H. Cho, a senior from
Korea.

Sophomore Lindsay Velasco agreed.

“T recommend this class. It’s unique,”
she said.

Students said they hope one day the
course will continue further than the 102
level.
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Tax cut, education proposals
hlghllght Bush’s budget plan

Sarah Lechner
U-WIRE

(U-WIRE) WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent George W. Bush dismissed criticism
of his new $1.6 trillion tax plan in his first
speech before a joint session of Congress
Tuesday night, saying his proposal is both
“reasonable and responsible.”

In the nationally televised address, he
outlined changes for the nation, including
an increase in education, health care and
defense spending and protection of the
Social Security surplus, while stressing
the importance of congressional biparti-
sanship to pass a tax plan he says will give
money back to the American people.

“A budget’s impact is counted in dol-
lars, but measured in lives,” Bush said
before introducing Steven and Josefina
Ramos, a family from Pennsylvania. The
Ramoses will save more than $2,000 un-
der the proposal, Bush said.

The average family with two children
will save $1,600 a year on its federal in-
come taxes, he said. Bush also proposed
lowering the number of tax rates from five
to four, which will give relief to every
person who pays income tax. He also said
thechild creditshould be doubled to $1,000
per child

“In my opinion, government should
never stand in the way of families achiev-
ing their dreams. The surplus is not the
government’s money, it is the people’s

money,” Bush said while the crowd rose to
its feet.

Bush said Congress owesitto America’s
children and grandchildren to pay down $2
trillion of the national debt in the next 10
years.

“That is more debt repaid more quickly
than has ever been repaid by any nation at
any time in history,” he said.

The highest percentage increase in the
budget will go to education, helping to
train and recruit teachers, increase aca-
demic standards and accountability, and
support nationalized testing. Bush’s bud-
get proposal would triple education spend-
ing in the next five years, adding $5 billion
to the Department of Education’s budget.

While Bush’s discussion of increased
educationspendingbrought applause from
theentirechamber, Republicans and Demo-
crats wereobviouslysplitonthe president’s
school choice proposal.

Only Republicans rose in applause as
Bush said parents should be given federal
money to send their children to a different
school — public, private or religious — if
their current school is failing natlonahzed
tests.

“In the end, every child in a bad situa-
tion must be given a better choice, because
when it comes ta anr children failure ic
simply not an option,” he said.

The budget outline doubles Medicare
spending over the next 10 years, dedicat-

SPEECH continued to page 5
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elections for executive
and managing editor.
March 23, 2 p.m.

In the Temple Building
Room 1145.

J. Edward Rogalsky by March 21
@828-1058 for more information.




v VCU & Teen Driving ...

The 2001 General Assembly considered several bills that
restrict teen-age drivers. Legislators want to raise the
minimum age requirement for a driver’s permit from 15 to
15 1/2. If the governor approves, these bills could become

laws this year.

1. “How old wer when

Roving Reporiers

Staff writers Holly Clark and John
King hit the streets to ask students the
following questions:

r rivin

2.“What do you think about the age for the driver’ rmit being i
from 15 to 15 1/2?”

vehicle?”

3. “Wh ffect will this ision have on n- driving? Will anyone
in r famil ffected?”
Sharon Diana Robert Park
undecided psychology
1:15 317

2: I agree because I have children and
I was careless when I was a kid.

3: Hopefully they will be more mature
with more practice. My children.

2: It is better that way because most
teen-agers are reckless. It will keep
places secure from careless drivers. In
New York City you have to be 17 to
drive.

3: A lot of people are killed by young
drivers and this will lessen that. I am
glad for the age change. No.

Wayne Welch Jr.
physical education

1:15
2: Good, because you have more time to
listen to instructors teach you to be
more careful.
3:Itwilllower fatality rates as they will
know to slow down and take time. No.

Donovan Finch
information systems

1: The day I turned 15.
2: I think it’s fine where it is right now.

3:Idon’t think it will have any effect. No -

matter what age you are, there is no
magic age where you are not a kid and
suddenly an adult. No family.

Juanita Barber
psychology

1:16

2: It won’t make that big of a difference
in only a half-year.

3: It won’t change the maturity level
that drastically. No.

Jennifer Lee
physical therapy

s )

2: OK, because it has the limitations
with it like curfews. Also, because of
the accidents, they really need to raise
the age. I wasn’t ready to drive when I
was 15 1/2.

3: I don’t think it will have any effect.
Kids will be just as anxious when they
are behind the wheel. My small cous
ins will be affected.

Braxton Wallace
engineering

1:151/2

2:Idon’t see where six months is really
going to make a difference.

3: I don’t see it having any relative
effect.
Idon’t believe the difference between
a 15- and 16-year-old makes them an
adult. My son and daughter.

Anthony Derby
philosophy

1:16
2: All right.

3: None — or little to none. It isn’t the

time frame — it’s the actual real-life
experience. Changing the statute won’t
make a difference. No family.

Gary Jenkins

nursing

1:13.

2: Good. I don’t think they are fully

mature at 15.

3:It cuts down on learning time but also
cuts down on inexperienced drivers. No.

Vicky Sin
marketing

1:16

2:1thinkitisagoodidea. It gives more
time to read and study before taking the
test.

3: It may help teen-agers who drink
and drive and listen to their music real
loud. No.

Erin Gray
elementary education

1:15

2: Depends on who you are. I think it’s a
good thingbecause I don’t think Iwasready
to drive when I got my learner’s permit.

3:Thope it makes them better drivers —
seems like a majority of the things you hear
abouton TV and around here are about teen
accidents. No family.

Bruce Hoarfg
information systems

1:17
2: It won’t matter.
3: I think if you are going to do some-

thing to change the way kids drive, this is
not the solution. No.
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SPEECH continued from page 3

ing $238 billion next year to the program.
The money would fund all of Medicare’s
current programs and begin a new pre-
scription drug benefit for low-income se-
niors.

“No senior in American should have to
choose between buying food and buying
prescriptions,” Bush said.

Bush also emphasized the importance
of access to health care for all Americans,
helping uninsured families by providing
them with refundable tax credits to pur-
chase insurance.

Debate in Congress continues over
whether the tax plan is too much or little
money.

Democrats responded to the president’s
plan Tuesday night by saying that the
numbers are deceiving.

“The president’s tax plan is far more
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expensive than the $1.6 trillion he claims,”
said Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle
(D-S.D.). “When you add interest on the
debtand other hidden costs, the true cost of
the president’s tax cut is well over $2
trillion.

“Itwill consume nearly all of the surplus
— at the expense of prescription drug cov-
erage, education, defense and other criti-
cal priorities.”

Other Democrats also expressed their
reservations.

“The key will be whether the numbers
add up,” said Sen. Thomas Carper (D-
Del.). “When things sound too good to be
true, they usually are too good to be true.”

While some Republicans said Bush was
successful in his first speech before Con-
gress, they are concerned about the num-
ber of programs in which Bush intends to
increase spending.

\
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Health promotion programs
advocate body appreciation

Vicky Masi
CT StAFF WRITER

Lastweek, VCU celebrated Body Aware-
ness Week, an annual event held to honor
the national Eating Disorders Awareness
Week. Colleges across North Americaspon-
sored various events aimed at increasing
students’ awareness of eating disorders.

Sandy T. McGinnis, a health educator
at VCU’s Office of Health Promotion, which
sponsors the week’s events, said she de-
cided to broaden the scope to encourage an
overallawarenessand appreciation ofone’s
body.

McGinnis said she wanted to show that
living a healthy and balanced life requires
well-balanced nutrition and exercise as
well as mental, emotional and spiritual
improvements. :

“Regardingeatingdisorders,” McGinnis
said, “my goals are to increase awareness
by teaching the signs and symptoms and to
let people know that there are caring indi-
viduals out there who are willing to help
outin a variety of ways, including counsel-
ing.

“By the time someone is in college, it is
often toolate to prevent eating disordersso
we focus on intervention and resource re-
ferral.”

While many events addressed symp-
toms and management ofeating disorders,
general nutrition and overall wellness were
discussed as well.

A particularly popular event was the
Body Fair, held in the lobby of the Univer-
sity Student Commons, where students
lined up for samplings of healthy lunch
alternatives and for a free massage.

Jihan Babik, a student and yoga in-
structor at the medical campus, waited for

a massage from Maryanna F. Fisher, a
masseuse from Richmond-based Relax-
ation Etc.

Eric W. West, a fitness and wellness
coordinator at the Stuart C. Siegel Center,
and several peer health educators from
VCU’s medical college were available to
answer questions and offer advice to stu-
dents.

The focus of the Body Fair was to en-
courage healthy eating and exercise habits
that provide for a healthy body image.

Students were handed mirrors and
asked to recognize positive aspects of their
appearance.

Handouts included information on eat-
ing disorders, suitable exercise regimens
for men and women as well as useful tech-
niques for managing stress.

Other events included games such as
“Nutrition Jeopardy” and a fitness pro-
gram titled “What’s Buff Enough?”

Interactive workshops were held, in-
cluding one conducted by Elisabeth
Peterson, a corporate nutritionist for
Ukrop’s grocery stores. Peterson presented
the “Top Ten Foods” considered important
in every adult’s diet. She said that a diet
that incorporates these foods as well as
other whole foods is a fairly reliable regi-
men.

Available at the event and at VCU’s
Office of Health Promotion are quizzes,
such as “Do you have a healthy relation-
ship with food?” This quiz attempts to lead
an individual to self-realization concern-
ing their health and diet.

McGinnis said she encourages students
to visit the health promotion office in the
Gladding Residence Center, where they
can speak with health educators.
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CT Editorial

Car-tax cut has become

Gov. Gilmore’s sacred cow

Thegiantrumblingsoundsflowing from Charlottesville
is the great Thomas Jefferson rolling over in his grave.

The same day President George W. Bush called for a
way-too-huge national tax cut, Virginia Gov. Jim Gilmore
announced the commonwealth’s colleges and universities
would have to offer sacrifices at the altar of his almighty
car-tax reduction program.

Gilmore, apparently more concerned with his ability to
issue sound-bite rhetoric than the education of Virginia
youngsters, has ordered public institutions of higher
learning to hack their budgets by a combined $32 million
over the next four months and by $70 million next fiscal
year, which begins July 1. He has to do this, Gilmore says,
because the General Assembly failed to amend the state’s
two-year budget during its just-ended session.

~ Jefferson valued creating the University of Virginia
more than being president — just look at his tombstone.
Gilmore, on the other hand, cherishes his sanctified car-
tax phaseout more than the learning environments of
Virginia’s colleges and universities.

Gilmore likes to say that continuing his elimination of
the first $20,000 of the personal property tax on automo-
biles fulfills a promise made to the people of Virginia. The
governor omits a key fact.

When.the General Assembly and Gilmore made this
promise, they pledged not to cut programs and to proceed
with the cuts if the state revenue collections increased by
certain amounts each year. No increase in revenue, no
progression of the tax cuts.

The revenue for fiscal year 2002 has barely increased
over last year. Gilmore was able to trigger the next round

of cuts by using a suspect scheme involving the state’s
share of the Master Tobacco Settlement. His plan would
have resulted in the state receiving several hundred
million dollars in the long run for an immediate cash
infusion and was rejected by General Assembly budget
writers.

To reach the debacle in which Gilmore finds himself
now, he had to use that infamous fuzzy math. To further
his car-tax reduction plan, Gilmore had to include in his
budget more than $200 million in bonds, replacing cash
that was reallocated to fund his cherished initiative. The
GOP-controlled state Senate refused to thrust Virginia in
debtand refused to goalong, setting up the currentbudget
stalemate between the legislature and the governor.

Senators chose to be proper stewards of the state
budget, rather than tying themselves blindly to a tax cut,
unlike Gilmore and the fortitude-lacking House of Del-
egates. The Senate concluded correctly that current eco-
nomic conditions are not favorable for cutting the car tax.

The Senate offered compromises, such as cutting the
tax 50-55 percent instead of 70, but Gilmore stood as still
as a potted plant and refused to budge. Instead, Gilmore
accused the Senate of not living up to its responsibility to
craft a budget.

But alas, the opposite is true. Gilmore has shirked his
responsibility todowhatisbest for Virginia. The governor’s
full-speed-ahead, damn-the-torpedoes approach benefits
Gilmore more than the entire citizenry of Virginia.

By shaping himself as a tireless tax-cutter, Gilmore
makes himselflook better at his new job, the chairman of
the Republican National Committee. When his term ends

in January, Gilmore will drive up I-95 and take up
running the RNC full time. He won’t have to deal with the
havoc wrought by his now fiscally inept car-tax plan.

Gilmore’s RNC job has caused Democrats and other
critics to dub him “Gov. Gone-more.” He seems to be
spending more time working in D.C. than on the state’s
business for Democrats’ taste.

“Gone-more” needs to revisit astronomy and to note
that the world does not revolve around the car tax. Top-
notch colleges and universities in this state will benefit the
Old Dominion’s citizens much more than just about any
political initiative — especially the car-tax cut. Colleges
and universities educate students from all over Virginia.
This includes students from Southwest Virginia where
the per-family car-tax savings do not amount to the
proverbial “hill of beans.”

When Gilmore first proposed ridding Virginia of the
now-demonized car tax, it was a sound plan. In today’s
scenario, the brakes need to be applied to the reduction.

Trying to reduce the tax burden is always admirable,
but not at the expense of all-important higher learning.
Before he hurts the education being provided at Virginia’s
colleges and universities, Gilmore may want to realize his
legacy could be shaped by the damage he inflicts on state
schools and other agencies, not a slogan-savvy political
program.

The car-tax cut program has already carried Gilmore to
the Governor’s Mansion and his cushy RNC gig. Maybe he
should just leave well enough alone.

God save Virginia . . . especially from the car-tax cut’s
fallout.

Eugene P Trani

VCU bracing for Gilmore's budgetary ax

To the university and health system
communities:

As has been widely reported, the Gen-
eral Assembly failed to reach a budget
accord during the 2001 session. As a re-
sult, the 2000-02 state budget, which was
passed last year, remains in place. Since
that time, however, state revenue growth
hasslowed, resulting in a projected budget
shortfall.

According to the governor’s Chief of
Staff, Mr. M. Boyd Marcus Jr., state bud-

et expenditures could exceed revenues by
%421 million by July 1, 2002.

On Feb. 24, 2001, the governor issued
executive order No. 74 to ensure that ac-
tual expenditures in this fiscal year and
the next not exceed estimated revenues.

Thisexecutiveorderrequiresstateagen-
cies, including higher education institu-
tions, to submit plans outlining the means
bywhich targeted savings will beachieved.

The VCU Health System will be exempt
from these budget actions, including the
hiring freeze, because of its status as an
authority of the commonwealth.

Mr. Marcus.also acknowledged that the
administration is committed to accommo-
dating unique budget issues, and we ex-
pectthatspecial consideration willbe given
tothe need to ensure adequate funding for
indigent care provided by the VCU Health
System.

On Feb. 27, college and university rec-
tors, presidents and chief financial officers

met with Mr. Marcus to discuss the devel-
opment of reduction plans and to receive
specific savings targets for each institu-
tion. Reduction plans are due to the
Governor’s Office by noon on Friday, March
2, 2001. Implementation of the spending
reduction plans, following approval by the
Governor’s Office, is expected to occur in
about two weeks.

For VCU, the targeted general fund
reductions are $2,765,693 in fiscal year
2001 and $7,462,434 in fiscal year 2002.
These amounts represent reductions of
about 1.6 percent and 4.2 percent, respec-
tively.

The reduction targets are preliminary
and have been calculated based only on
day-to-day operating programs.

Mr. Marcus emphasized that the sav-
ings targets will be reduced based on sav-
ingsrealized from a freeze on capital build-
ing and renovation projects not yet under
contract.

Webelieve the cumulative savings from
all frozen capital outlay projects, at all
institutions, will result in reduced savings
targets for each school in proportion to its
operating budget.

At VCU, the capital-outlay freeze will
have a major impact on renovations to the
university’s libraries, which are valued at
$1.9 million. Several maintenance reserve
projects also could be put on hold.

In addition to the spending reductions,
the governor has instituted a temporary

hiring freeze as of Feb. 24, 2001. Exemp-
tions may be made by the cabinet secretar-
ies to fill vacancies needed to provide es-
sential services.

The hiring freeze will not affect those
who have already been given offers of em-
ployment. Webelieve the hiring freeze will
belifted once the spending reduction plans
have been approved.

The governor has indicated that he will
call the General Assembly back into ses-

sioninlate March for the purpose of resolv-
ing the budget impasse. If a budget accord
can be reached at that time, we believe the
spending reduction plans will be modified
to reflect legislative actions.

We will continue to keep you apprised
onthebudgetasinformationbecomesavail-
able.

Eugene P. Trani, VCU’s president, sent
this open letter on Wednesday.

Commonwea

EDITORIAL BOARD

Robb Crocker — Editorial Editor
J. Edward Rogalsky — Executive Editor
Stacey Reed — Circulation Director
Mary Beth Thomsen — Writer

thTimes

The oplnlon sechon ofthe Commonwealth Times is a forum open 1o the public. Virginia Commonwealth Univefslty
"Y are

submit letters and columns expressing their opmions and

are those of i
Commonweahh Times or VCU. Edi

wylels and do not necessarily reﬂect me views of the

CTe-mal
Room 1149 T. Edward Temple Building.

opinion of the Ci

We reserve the right to edit all letters for grammar, style and space. Letters shnu!d nnt exceed one singl&spaoed
typed page, Letters must be signed and must include daytime and evening phone nus
il: CTVCU @hotmail.com. Mailing address: P. O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA232M-2010 Drop box location:




Thursday, March 1, 2001

0 ] i
pl n I o “ Commonwealth Times © 7

‘Mentoring strengthens Virginia’s future

Inmytravelsacrossthe commonwealth,
I met a 15-year-old boy serving time in a
juvenile detention center. After we intro-

- duced ourselves, I asked him to tell me a
little about his family. He responded that
hereally did nothave much of a family. His
father had left home when this young man
was only four, and his mother was usually
away. Without any parental supervision
or guidance, he was often in trouble at
school and around the neighborhood. But
at 14, this young man briefly reunited with
his father —when he sold him crack cocaine
on astreet corner before realizing hisiden-
tity.

While this story is shocking and tragic,
itisnotunique.In 1998, Ivisited detention
centers around Virginia to talk firsthand
with former gang members and violent
juvenile offenders about why they chose a
life of crime. While there were many cir-
cumstancesthatdiffered amongtheyouths,
one recurring theme was the lack of nur-
turing family involvement. Many times,
the juvenile did not have a father at home;
often, there was no parental presence at all
to instill values and provide support.

Curbing juvenile violence, and specifi-
cally the rapid growth of gang membership
in Virginia, is one of our commonwealth’s
greatestchallenges for the new millenium.
That is why on April 20, 1998, I launched
my Task Force on Gangs and Youth Vio-
lence: to study the causes and trends of
juvenile crime and outline a plan of action
to combat gang violence. -

The key emphasis of my task force’s
recommendations is complementing our
law enforcement professionals with strong

prevention efforts at thelocal level. To that
end, in February of 1999, I launched a
prevention-focused mentoring initiative.
Virginia’s Future: Building up the First
Generation of the New Century was also
known as 2,000 by 2000. It was my goal to
recruit 2,000 new volunteer mentors by
the year 2000 to work with children who
need positiverolemod-

My Virginia’s Futureinitiative tapsinto
the commitment, compassion and caring of
our citizens, who have a strong legacy of
reachingout to those in need. Mentoringis
a tangible way that all Virginians can get
involved and make a real difference in the
lives of the next generation.

Mentoring does not require a lot of time
ormoney. It simply

els.

The response of Vir-
ginians to the
Virginia’s Future pro-
gram has been heart-

Attorney General
Mark Earley

requires someone
to spend a few
hours each month
with a young child

warming. With great

pleasure I announced on Dec. 20, 1999,
that we surpassed our goal with 2,120
volunteers. Today more than 3,400 have
signed up and that number continues to
grow. Last year I was pleased to accept, on
behalf of all Virginians who have volun-
teered their time and energy to serve as
mentors for our young people, a Special
Recognition Award given by White House
Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey. The award
acknowledged the outstanding leadership
of mentoring programs such as Virginia’s
Future as crucial to achieving goals of the
National Drug Control Strategy. Attor-
neys general in other states have since
started a statewide mentoring program
modeled after Virginia.

Young Virginians need someone who
can teach them, by word and example, the
value of personal responsibility, good citi-
zenship and work ethic. They need some-
one to teach self-esteem and the dignity
and worth of all human life. They need

. someone to tell them that they matter.

whoneedssome at-
tention and a posi-
tive role model. That could mean going to
watch ahockey game, a theater production
oraband concert. It could be shooting some
hoops or going to the park. It could mean
getting involved in the “Lunch Buddies”
program, as I am, and helping a child with
their homework while visiting their school
for lunch.

The best thing about mentoring is that
it benefits both participants.

Notonly does the child learn values and
build self-esteem, but those who volunteer
asmentors haveatruesenseofinvestment
in the future of their community.

I often speak to business and commu-
nity groups, college students and the faith
community around Virginia.

From Abingdon to Alexandria to
Accomack, I urge our citizens to get in-
volved by becoming a mentor.

It is imperative that we reach children
while they are still young and provide
them with positive support — before they
encounter negative peer pressure that

might lead them into gangs.

In addition to recruiting mentors, my
office is a clearinghouse to link these new
mentors with volunteer organizations in
their area.

Virginians can visit our web site at
www.vaag.com, call toll free 1-877-206-
9526 ore-mail mentoring@oag.state.va.us,
and will then be directed to ongoing local
efforts which specialize in their chosen
mentoring program.

In September, I held a statewide
Mentoring Summit in Richmond to recruit
new mentors and to celebrate the success
of Virginia’s Future.

Participants heard testimonies of men-
tors and mentees - all stories of success and
promise. Secretary of State Colin Powell,
then chairman ofAmerica’s Promise— The
Alliance for Youth, joined me in issuing a
chargetoall Virginians tocommit time and
energy to young people.

I believe the best investment we can
make in Virginia’s future is reaching out to
children who might not have the opportu-
nity to grow up in a loving, nurturing
environment that teaches them discipline
and self-worth. We cannot take the place of
caring parents — but we can, and are,
making a tangible, substantial difference
in the lives of young Virginians who need
someone to give them guidance.

I urge you to join the thousands of Vir-
ginians who have volunteered their time,
talent and love to a young person in need.
Call today to help build up the first genera-
tion of the new century. And working to-
gether, we will make Virginia’s future a
bright one for all our children!

Robb Crocker

So long McDonald’s,
we hardly liked ye!

Get your opinion
off your chesthy

The battle between McDonald’s and VCU students
ended last week with the termination of the original 20-
year contract. VCU paid $812,000 to bring the food chain
to the University Student Commons. Now the school will
fork over an additional $400,000 in order to end its
relationship with the fast food giant.

When I first matriculated here in the fall of 1997, the
McDonald’s controversy had just begun.

The administration, inits infinite wisdom, agreed toan
exclusive contract with the food chain. When students
arrived for classes, the golden arches adorned the com-
mons.

The Student Government Association has been at odds
with the company and the administration since the res-
taurant invaded the commons.The administration, it is
hoped, has learned something from all this.

First of all, important decisions that directly affect
students need the input of students. There were numer-
ous protests over the issue of the administration neglect-
ing to find out what the students wanted.

With the diverse population at VCU, the administra-
tion had to know that there were going to be those who
needed a better option.

Iwillsay that the new food service outside of McDonald’s
does have a better selection and healthier food but it is too
small.

I also hope that the next time, the administration will
choose quality overdollarsigns. Of course, the McDonald’s
saga has cost the school over $1 million, so maybe they've
already learned that lesson.

The school does plan to bring some new and different
food options to the commons. After polling 1,200 students
and faculty members, the administration claims they
know what students want.

Overall, the SGA deserves a lot of credit for ending the
contract.

Maybe the administration has learned not to underes-
timate the power and influence of those that they serve,
whichisthe students of this school, not the almighty dollar
or corporate America.

Outside of saying that McDonald’s “was not marketing
to the college students,” the administration has not given

‘any other reasons for the termination of the contract.

The administration gave no apologies to the students,
staff and faculty. It is hoped that the administration will
atleastadmitthattheywere wrongtobringin McDonald’s,
but I doubt it.

All will be forgiven if the administration does provide

a food court with plenty of choices, healthy alternatives
and fast, friendly service.

Or, it could get worse; maybe they’ll put in a T.G.I.
Friday’s, another corporate giant, in McDonald’s place.

letter to the
editor.

E-mail your
views to:
CTUCL@

HOTMAIL.COM
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Art and dance calendar

“Move”

Starr Foster/Dance Project presents “Move” featuring artistic director
Starrene Foster. March 2and 3 at 8 p.m. Admission is $12, $8 for students.
Grace Street Theatre, 934 Grace Street. Call 343-3612 for more information
and reservations.

Martin Puryear at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Puryear’s sculptures will be on display from March 6 to May 27.
Puryear’s works, created with wood, wire mesh and tar, are acclaimed for
their symbolism and organic nature.

Philip Geiger, “New Paintings”

Geiger’s painting will be shown at the Reynolds Gallery, 1514 W. Main
St., until March 31.

“Similar Differences: Four Object Makers”

Artspace, 6 E. Broad St., has exhibits from Karl Burkheimer, John
Rais, Felicia Szorad and Travis Townsend from March 2 to March 30.
“Similar Differences” opens in conjunction with the Society of North American
Goldsmiths Annual Conference at VCU Feb. 28 to March 3.

Burkheimer, who earned his M.F.A. from VCU, offers wooden sculp-
tures. Townsend's woodwork incorporates the functions of tools, appliances
and toys. Rais’ metalwork compares the function and intent of objects.

Metal artist Szorad exhibits enameled hats and jewelry.

The opening reception March 2 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. is open to the

public.

“Tilman Afternoon” by Philip Geiger is one of the paintings on display
by the artist at the Reynolds Gallery until March 31. Other shows in

the area have recently opened or will open this weekend. Just glance
a little to your left to see some more.

Snack of the week: Any time is right for cold cereal

Kelly Gerow

Here are my top favorite
CT SpecTRUM EDITOR

cereals:

1. Comn Pops. Kids will do
anything for these crunchy, sweet
pops. Anything.

2. Cocoa Pebbles. Bonus for
the chocolate milk it creates.

3. Life. How sweet. Gets

Cereal could possibly be the
best snack ever. Why? Variety.
Sure, it’s all corn or oat bits in milk,
but there are many types of corn
and oat bits.

soggy easily, much like actual life.
4. Raisin Bran Crunch. What
a great idea.
The addition of granola
eliminates the need to pour a cup of
sugar into the bowl.

5. Trix. I haven’t enjoyed it

as well since the blueberry flavor
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appeared. It’s on the list only for
the memories and the fact that any
toys from the box smell fruity.

6. Lucky Charms. I only like
the marshmallows.

7. Peanut Butter Cap’n
Crunch. It’s junk food. Is that
legal?

8. Cocoa Crunchies. The
moose on the box of generic Cocoa
Puffs is a nice touch.

9. Shredded Wheat. This still

calls for a cup of sugar.

10. Froot Loops. Again, I'm
not a fan of the blue rings, but the
rest is fantastic.

My least favorite cereals
would have to be Grape Nuts and
Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure
cereal with the magical notes and
cinnamon oats.

Cereal is refreshing, simple
and tasty. Unless blue is somehow
in the bowl.
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The moon.
It's always inspired
[ ]

DASS10712.

Now it's inspired

irth control.

INTRODUCING NEW

ONCE-A-MONTH LUNELLE™
BIRTH CONTROL IN SYNC WITH
THE MOON AND YOU.

The moon is a source of beauty and emotion. For centuries, our
monthly cycle has mirrored the moon’s. Now, for the first time,
there's birth control that's monthly, not daily: new Lunelle.

An injectable that's 99% effective without the daily hassle.

Lunelle is a combo of hormones that works continuously—all
month long. Given on time each month by your doctor,
prescription Lunelle gives you birth control that's 99% effective.
That means you get monthly pregnancy protection without the
daily hassle—without the daily worry—of taking the Pill. And if
you want to get pregnant? Most women get back to ovulating
about two to three months after receiving their last injection.
Lunelle doesn't protect against HIV/AIDS or other sexuall

transmitted diseases.

Hormonal birth control isn't for everyone.

Pregnant women or women with blood clots, chest pain, certain
cancers, unexplained  vaginal bleeding, or a history of liver
disease, stroke, or heart attacks shouldn't take Lunelle. Serious
risks that can be life threatening include blood clots, stroke, and
heart attack. And hey. no smoking! It increases these risk
especially if you're over 35 and smoke 15 or more cigarettes a day.

During the first few months of taking Lunelle, most women have
a change in their periods, which may include no bleeding,
irregular bleeding, or spotting. This change may continue with
use in up to one third of women. In studies, while some women
lost weight on Lunelle, the average change was an increase of
4 pounds in the first year. But you should know, some women
gained 10 or more pounds in the first year.

So ask your healthcare professional about new Lunelle.
Why worry about taking a daily Pill when there's monthly Lunelle?
Birth control inspired by the moon.

Lunelle. In sync with the moon and you.

For more info: www.lunelle.com or 1 877 282-9273

L
monthly contraceptive injection

medroxyprogesterone acetate &
estradiol cypionate injectable suspension

See the next page for important product information
©2001 Pharmacia & Upjohn, a division of Pharmacia UX0009805 3/01
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(Through March 1)

(Through Mar. 1)

Conference 3-pt. ft  avg. avg.
Team ma m-a rb a pts.
Richmond 61-153 93-112 3.1 53 150
UNC Wilmingtor 29-74 82-117 42 27 128
George Mason 00 52-121 7.1 12 96
VCU.. 1132 45-67 1.6 36 84
William & Mary .. 0-1 49-64 47 31 74
Old Dominion 28-83 49-76 34 109 7.3
James Madison 8-131 1941 3147 38 22 57
East Carolina .. 39-120 23-68 2028 18 44 42
American 2480 10-38 16-31 3.0 20 3.1
27-54 00 16-32 26 14 24
(Through March I)
vcu 748-1697 184-496 455-699 38.4 371 73.6
DATE YVCU GAME OPP  Opponents 733-1763 157-449 483-695 38.4 364 72.6
Nov. 18 8 GARDNER-WEB| : .
Nov.20 80 = @Tulane (Through Mar. 1)
Nov.22 63 E. Tennessee St er 3-pt. ft . AV
Nov.25 84 MISSISSIPPI(OT) Greg Stevenson, UR % |§87%99 %ngf
Nov.28 8 N. CAROLINA A&T George Evans, GMU 27 216 0 75 507 188
Dec. 2 107 Erik Herring, GMU .. 27 147 63 76 433 16.0
Dec. 6 8 Bo Jones, YCU 28 133 61 93 420 15.0
Dec. 9 7 Gabriel Mikulas, EC 28 138 0 144420 15.0
Dec. 17 7t Brett Blizzard, UNCW 27 125 68 58 376 139
Dec.20 90 Jim Moran, W&M 27 131 31" 78 371 13.7
Dec. 21 88 Fred Primus, ECU 27 113 80 48 354 13.1
Dec.22 7 Willie Taylor, VCU 29 82345128
Dec.30 6 Ed Williams, W&M .. 59 341°12.6
Jan.3 6.
Tado (Through March 1)
Jn13 6 Player g Do avg
16 6 Clifton Jones, ODU 266 9.5
Jan, (b 82 George Evans, GMU 210579
}:’r: s Erroyl Bing, ECU 8 28 78
Y G B G om0 =
[ o @lames HMadson (O L.F. Likcholitov, VCU 28 199 71
Feb' 8 7 '59 s_d V‘(il:iarj\;llijCW %; |7; 6.g
= 3 g im Lyle, = 16f 6.
Feb. 14 7 . @Geqrg;e Masin* % .99 Keith Gray, AU 7168 62
behcl ¢ e o Pat Mitchell, JMU
Feb. 21 44 . @ UNCW* ...
Feb. 24 7 OLD DOMINION* .
Feb.27 5 RICHMOND* . (Through March 1)
Colonial At iati Player g no. avg
at Richmond Coliseum Tremaine Price, GMU 131 485
Mar. 3 s. James Madison Scott Ungerer, UR . 122 452
Mar. 4-5 semifinals/finals

(Through Feb. 28)

Conference  Overall
Team % W-L %
Old Dominion 929 178 .680
714 178 680
19-7

(Through Feb. 28)

Player gp fg 3-pt. ft pts.avg.
Rochelle Luckett, VCU ..25 145 10 61 361 14.4
Okeisha Howard, ODU 25 107 31 112357 143
Jen Sobota, W&M 25 115 47 78 355 142
Kristine Austgulen, VCU 25 137 4 71 349 14.0
Hamchetou Maiga, ODU 0 62 342 137
Tamilla Murray, ECU 25 114 0 108336 134
Nadine Morgan, JMU 25120 | 92 333 133
Quintina Walker, W&M 25122 0 67 311 124
Liz Remus, VCU 23 95 29 67 286 12.4

26 109 49 53 320 123

Jen Surlas, GMU .

(Through Feb. 28)
fg 3-pt. ft
m-a m-a
145-289 10-37
137-282 4-24
29-75
03
1-5
16-46
1330
17-46
0-0
6-29

m-a
61-99
71-98
6779
39-66
36-58
20-27
10-18
15-26
2240
5-11

36
6.1 29
40
5.6
1.8
25
1.3
1.7
753
07 9

vcu

.. 678-1508 97-303 360-542
Opponents ..

581-1386 108-344 378-534

35.2 378 72.5
37.4 349 65.9

WOMEN'’S BASKE

LL

Player
Michelle Koclanes, UR .
Joana Fogaca, ECU ...
Rochelle Luckett, VCU .
Jen Sobota, W&M
Jess Cichowicz, JMU .

(Through Feb. 28)
g

no. avg.
27 200 7.4
25 ISI 604
25 143 572
25 136

o @ James Madison* .
Feb.7 97 .. AMERICAN* .
Feb. Il 66 . WILLIAM & MARY*
Feb. 18 52. @ George Mason*
Feb. 22 89. RICHMOND* .,
Feb. 25 TA > UNCW*
Feb. 28 OLD DOMINION*
Mar. 4 @ East Carolina* ...

Colonial Athletic Association Championship

Mar.8-10  Norfolk

*_ CAA game

TBA

Smokers can earn $$%

' Smokers between the ages of 18-50

who smoke at least 15 cigarettes/day

needed for research study

225-3562

Call Monday - Friday
8am - 3pm

for more detailed information

This study will be conducted in McGuire Hall on VCU’s Medical Campus

Principal Investigator. Thomas Eissenberg, Ph.D.
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piders bury Rams for title

Whenapossibleat-largebidtothe NCAA
tournament is on the line, every game
makesadifference. The University of Rich-
mond fights for a bid to the tournament
without having a chance to win the Colo-
nial Athletic Association.

Richmond needed a win over the VCU
men’s basketball team to grab the CAA
regular-season title outright and keep its
NCAA hopes alive. The Spiders accom-
plished both emphatically.

Richmond hit eight of 16 3-pointers and
held VCU to 28.6 percent shooting in the
second halfon its way to a 72-54 victory at
the Siegel Center Tuesday night. The Spi-
ders broke the Rams’ 11-game home win-
ning streak, handing VCU its second loss
in 13 home games this season.

Greg Stevenson, a CAA player of the
year candidate, came up aces for the Spi-
ders(12-4 CAA, 21-6) inits second straight
big game. Saturday Stevenson had 30
points in a 20-point win over George Ma-
son University that clinched a share of the
CAA title. Against the Rams (9-7, 16-13),
Stevenson hit nine of 12 shots, finishing
with 22 points, seven rebounds and three
assists.

Eric Zwayer chipped in 11 points and
Reggie Brown added 10 points for Rich-
mond, whichhad abalanced attack with 10

players scoring.

While the Spiders shot 49 percent and
were the picture of a varied and potent
attack, the Rams were dreadful on offense.

LaMar Taylor, in his final home game of
his career, paced the Rams with 15 points
and seven assists. While Taylor hit all six

of his free throws, he shot three of 12 from .

the field.

Johnnie Story and L.F. Likcholitov had
10 points apiece with Likcholitov grabbing
a game-high eight boards. While that
frontcourt duo was nine of 16 from the
field, the rest of the team was seven of 27.
Richmond stifled the Rams, holding them
to 16 field goals and 32.7 percent shooting
for the game.

Despite the shooting struggles, VCU
was not out of the game at halftime, trail-
ing 38-30. :

The Rams had cut the deficit to six,
when the Spiders ran off 12 straight points
to take a 57-39 lead with 10:11 left in the
game. Game over, streak over for VCU.

The Rams now enter the CAA Tourna-
ment at Richmond Coliseum as the third
seed, and will face sixth-seeded James
Madison University this Saturday at 3:30
p.m.

— compiled from news sources

Robinson tabbed for national team

OTTAWA —Midfielder Leah Robinson
ofthe VCU women’ssoccer team was picked
by coach Even Pellerud to play for the
women’s Canadian National Team when
they head to Portugal for the eighth an-
nual Algarve Cup March 11-17.

Robinson, just the second Ram ever to
be named first team all-Colonial Athletic
Association, finished with eight goals and
four assists, totaling 20 points in her first
year at VCU.

She led the Rams to their first-ever trip
to the CAA semifinals, where VCU lost to

top-seed George Mason University 1-0 in
four overtimes.Canadawill face the United
States, Sweden and Portugal in group play
at the Algarve Cup.

In early February, Robinson made her
first appearance with the Canadian Na-
tional Team in two exhibition games
against Morocco.

Robinson entered both games in the
second half as Canada won the first game
4-0, but lost the second 1-0.

— compiled from news sources

"ORams in Action™

Rams fall short but come close

After losing its last six games to Old
Dominion University by an average of
nearly 25 points, the VCU women’s bas-
ketball team can take heart in the fact
that they played ODU toits closest game
since the 1997-98 season.

The Rams never put the kind of scare

into the Lady Monarchs tonight as they

did thatday. VCU trailed by only sixwith
less than a minute left before falling 82-
70 at the Franklin Street Gym

While the Rams led for some of the
first 10 minutes of the first half, they
trailed by eight with 15:53 left in the
game and never got closer than thatin a
93-82 loss to perennial Colonial Atheltic
Association champions ODU.

The Lady Monarchs were red hot,
hitting 59 percent (36 of61) for the game,
including a scorching 18 of 27 in the
second half. -

Hamchetou Maiga led the onslaught,
hitting 12 of 18 shots on her way to a 27-
point, 1l-rebound double-double.
Okeisha Howard was seven of 12 with a
pair of 3-point bombs to finish with 21
points, sixboards and fourassists. Myriah
Spence had 14 points and Tiffany Th-
ompson had 10 points and six assists.

It was that hot shooting that kept the
Rams, who hit 53.1 percent (17 of 32) of
their attempts in the second half, at bay.
When VCU cutthelead to56-48 withjust
under 16 minutes left, the Lady Mon-
archs (14-1 CAA, 18-8) scored the next
six points and led by more than 10 the

rest of the game.

After struggling through a 2-0f-9 per-
formance at UNC Wilmington, Kristine
Austgulenhad 27 points and six board on
11-0f-23 shooting to lead the Rams (6-9,
15-11).

Rochelle Luckett, reigning CAA player
of the week, continued her superlative
olay with 22 points and eight assists.

Candice Phelps had her best game
this season, hitting all five shots and
finishing with 13 points and eight re-
bounds.

Next, the Rams finish their regular
season this Sunday afternoon at East
Carolina University. The matchup will
be the final CAA game ever for the Lady
Pirates. :

Women’s note: After setting a ca-
reer high in a close loss and hitting
the game-winning shot in a close
victory, Rochelle Luckett joined
Kristine Austgulen as Rams who
have earned Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation player of the week.

In the 71-69 win over UNC
Wilmington, Luckett had 19 points,
nine steals and the game-winning
bucket and layup with 1.9 seconds
left. In VCU’s 93-89 loss to the Uni-
versity of Richmond, Luckett was
superb, finishing with a career-high
29 points and nine assists.

— compiled from news sources

Colonial Athletic Association
Men’s Tournament

First round

No. 3 VCU vs. No. 6 James
Madison, 3:30 p.m.

Season series: The Rams defeated
the Dukes 65-52 Jan. 16 at the Siegel
Center; VCU defeated JMU 73-70 in
overtime Jan. 31 at the JMU Convoca-
tion Center.

Key players for VCU: Bo Jones, tied
for fourth in scoring in the CAA with 15
ppg, 83 percent foul shooter, best in the

39.2 percent of 3-point shots, no. 6 in the
CAA.

Key players for JMU: David Fanning,
averages 11.7 ppg, 3.22 apg, best on the
team, stands second in steals with 28
andisalsothe team’stop 3-point shooter.

Tim Lyle, second on the team in scor-
ing with 11.6 ppg and 3-point shooting,
firstin field-goal shooting at 49.5 percent
and rebounding with a 6.3 average.

Key stats: JMU outrebounds its oppo-
nents by one per game; VCU has six
players, Bo Jones, Willie Taylor, L.F.

» e = o conference, 39.9 percent on 3-pointers, Likcholitov, Domonic Jones, Johnnie
: MEeN’s BASKETBALL . A MADRoN T - | M e e S0 E AT fourth in the CAA. Willie Taylor, ninth ~ Story and LaMar Taylor, that averageat
( 16-1 3’ 9.7) 1N THE CAA TOURNAMENT | THEY WILL PLAY SUNDAY AT 3:30 P, inthe CAAinscoringwith 12.8 ppg, hits  least seven points.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL  [Farnd | Famen 80| VCU wa s e Last CAA ane e Colonial Athletic Association
ECU CAA FOR EAST CAROLINA, WHICH MOVES TO ’
(15-11,6-9) Toumuawenr_| Covmoc UShror Men'’s Basketball Tournament
2 Mancr3 | Manci4 | Mancr 13 | The Ra , F ( | 1 )
Men'sTenns s [t [ e oo at the Richmond Coliseum
( =3, ) - ) (73) RANKED IN THE TOP 100 IN SINGLES. Saturda Semifinals
5 No. 1 UNC Wilmington vs. W&M/ODU|
WoMEN’s TENNIS et T Marc 14 | SHORTHANDED VCU WILL HAVE m First round winner, 1 p.m.
= - ARY- 11 Jamug chEe ICE" PLONCESTSAEAK CETILE SEASON, No. 4 William and Mary vs. No. 5 Old No. 2 George Mason vs. VCU/JMU win-
(3 2’ 2 0) il vt | DATAFTER SR LIABIEAD Dominion, 1 p.m. ner, 3:30 p.mt.;
No. 3 VCU vs. No. 6 James Madison
Manch3 | Marcrid | Mancn6 | VCU Vi 7611 ? r
BAsEsALL B | oo, | [sa0mm. Monday
J | FDU
(5_5 2 0_0) @ o AND DROVE IN THE GAME-WINNING RUN.
Sunday Finals
[ INDICATES HOME GAME [ INDICATES AWAY GAME Semifinal winners, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN2)
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