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Med students provide African tribes relief 
Devon Marrow 
CT STAFF WRITER 

A team ofVCU medical students along with doctors 
from universities nationwide will travel to Kenya in July 
to provide medical care. The group will work at a health 
project near Kisumu, in west-

students from across the nation to establish a medical 
clinic in northern Kenya. Kerkering has more tban 10 
years of international medical experience and intends to 
teach students about the factors that shape health in 
developing countries. . 

The group of first- and se~ond-year medical students' 
aim to raise $35,000 for the two
week medical relief trip. ern Kenya, where malaria is 

responsible for 75 percent of 
children's deaths. 

Their mission statement: 
• To provide volunteer medi

cal reliefin Kenya by battling a 
malaria epidemic and treating 
malnutrition; 

''We need $35,000 for the trip, but 
so far we only have $6,000 -- so 
we defintely have a long way to 
go." 

''Weneed$35,OOOforthetrip ' 
and so far we only have $6,000 
- so we definitely have a long 
waytogo,"saidReenaChhitwal, 
the fund-raising coordinator. 

• To promote the education 
of future physicians by patient 
service; 

- Reena Chhitwal 
Fund-raising coordinator 

The university'smedical com
munity sponsored a party at 
Catch-22 on East Main Street 
on April 6. One hundred percent 
of the cover-charge proceeds 

went toward the mission expenses, as did the revenues 
from a food and drink special that lasted four hours. 

• And to promote the study and exchange of medical 
theory, practice, and technology with physicians from 
other cultures. 

The group will also transport UNICEF vaccines to 
remote northern Kenya and establish a medical clinic for 
the nomadic Samburu and Turkana tribes. 

Bookstores on both campuses donated prizes for a raffie 
and tickets were sold at Friday's party . . 

Cash donations fund a major part of the trip but the 
team also needs medicine and new or u sed medical equip
ment. 

mcvkenyatrip, readers find a list of the most urgently 
necessary medications. Medical equipment, including 
small items such as stethoscopes and blood pressure cuffs, 
is appreciated as well. 

The $35,000 will help pay for ;"edicine, luggage, trans
lator fees, Swahili language lessons and airplane tickets. 

Led by Thomas Kerkering, a VCU professor of infec
tious disease, the group plans to meet with doctors and At their Web site, http ://www.geocities.com/ 

Universifyforum examines diversify, multiculturalism 
Marlene Obado-DoUa 

CT STAFF WRITER 

How could you enhance diyersity and 
multiculturalism at VCU? 

Interested students and faculty recently 
gathered at the University Student Com
mons for a town hall forum to discuss ways 
of doing that. The forum, titled "Culture 
Talk," allowed students to air their views 
about what they would like to see incorpo
rated into the univer-sity's educational 
and social structures to promote diversity 
and multicul-turalism. 

"Incorporating a .mandatory diversity 
class into our courses would ensure that 
everybody admitted to VCU learns about 
other cultures," said junior S. Arnira, com
paring this suggestion to the university's 
mandatory computer requirement. 

"I and other students are in the process 
of structuring a proposal to have a portion 
of the new addition to the Commons dedi
cated to different cultures. 

"We hopetofindouthow many different 
cultures we have at VCU and ask them to 

put a summary of their cultures and tradi
tions on paper and a word of hello in their 
language." 

The students could display the summa
ries in the commons. 

Napoleon L. Peoples, director of the 
University Career Cen-
ter, moderated the fo
rum sponsored by the 
Office of Multicultural 
Student Affairs and the 
Center for Multicultural 
Activities. The forum 
attracted international 
students, staffmembers 
and local students from 
different cultures. 

"I encourage you to 
write down the sugges
tions formally and sub
mit them to the univer-' 
sity for consideration," 
he told the assembled 
group. 

Ideas with humble 

Peoples 

beginnings, he said, could go a long way in 
intensifying VCU students' knowledge of 

the cultures of the international students 
attending the school. It then develops an 
understanding and friendship among stu
dents from different backgrounds. 

"In doing this, people learn' to respect 
others' differences," Peoples said, "and de

velop a more close-knit so
ciety." 

Topics discussed at the 
nearly half-dozen round
chair discussions range 
from ways to educate stu
dents about the different 
cultures to plans for an in
tercultural fair to showcase 
international as well as lo
cal art, poetry, comedy and 
food . 

Students also discussed 
questions that tackle the 
meaning of diversity and 
multiculturalism to other 
students and the places 
they consider most diversi
fied at the university. 

Some answers inCluded living in har
monywith the different cultures, learning 

to appreciate commonalities and value dif
ferences as well as recognizing people's 
attributes because of their differences. 

Most students agreed that VCU's diver
sity exists everywhere, from the classes on 
the Academic Campus to those on the 
Medical Campus. 
.. They a lso agreed that the teaching staff 
is the only place with less diversity. 

The Center for International Programs 
reports in its student application material 
that many international students attend 
VCU while the multicultural student af
fairs mission statement describes VCU as 
a "wonderfully diverse" university. That 
statement also estimates international and 
minority students comprise 36 percent of 
the university's 23,000 students. 

"In doing this, people learn 
to respect others' differences 
and develop a 1TU)re close
knit society. " 

- NaPoleon Peoples, 
Director, Career Center 
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Ca.pas Briefs 
University graduate programs 

rank nationally 
In U.S. News & World Report's 2002 

rankings of "America's Best Graduate 
Schools," 16 VCU programs placed among 
the best in the count~y. 

Seven ofthe programs are in the top t ier 
of their respective categories: rehabilita
tion counseling played seventh; health ser
vices administration placed eighth; nurs
ingservice administration, ninth; commu
nity health, 11 '\ social work, 13"'; physical 
therapy, 15"'; and occupational therapy, 
17"'. 

Themagazinepublisheditslatestgradu
ate school rankings in its April 2 issue. To 
determine the rankings, U.S. News & 
World Report surveyed dean's and top ad
ministrators, asking them to rate the 
schools within their own disciplines. 

-Engineering professor wins 
national teaching award 

Rosalyn S. Hobson, an -a-ssistant profes
sor of electrical engineering at VCU, was 
named Educator of the Year by the Na
tional Society of Black Engineers, a stu
dent and professional organization with 
more than 10,000 members worldwide. 

Hobson's work at VCU began in 1996 
when she started as an adjunct professor. 
In 1997, she advanced to assistant profes
sor and, one year later, earned her Ph.D. in 
control theory, neural networks and signal 
processing at the University of Virginia. 

HOW TO REACH US 

She was one of several thousand minor
ity science and engineering professors 
across the nation who competed for the 
annual award. Recipients must hold a 
master's degree or higher and demqnstrate 
an encouraging environment for blacks to 
pursue careers in engineering and science. 

Award-winning author 
speaks at VCU 

Writer Bob Shacochis presents a public 
reading of his work 8 p.m., April 17, in 
Commonwealth Ballroom A at the Univer
sity Student Commons. 

Shacochis has published two collections 
of short stories: ''Easy in the Islands," 
which won the American Book Award in 
1985, and "The Next New World," which 
was awarded the Prix de Rome from the 
AmericanAcademy oftheArts and Letters 
in 1989. 

In additon, he has published several 
novels, including "The Immaculate Inva
sion," an eyewitness account of the 1994 
invasion and occupation of Haiti. 

The writer, born in Pennsylvania, grew 
up in Virginia, lived for three years in the 
Caribbean and now resides in Florida 
where he teaches creative writing at Florida' 
State University. 

Thisreadingis partofthe Visiting Writ
ers Series sponsored by the Department of 
English, the New Virgini,a Review, the 
Graduate Writers Association and the VCU 
Student Government Association. 
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Campus Calendar 

Friday April 13 
Film: "102 Dalmations" shows 7 p.m. to 

9 p.m. in the University Student Commons 
Theater. Sponsored by theAPBlFilm Com
mittee. 

Meeting: Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
at 8:30 p.m. in the Hibbs Building, room 
403. 

F ilm: "Emperor's New Groove" shows 
9:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. in the University 
Student Commons Theater. Sponsored by 
the APBlFilm Committee. 

Saturday April 14 
Film: "Emperor's New Groove:' shows 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m. in the University Student 
Commons Theater . Sponsored by the APB/ 
Film Committee. 

Film: "102 Dalmations" shows 9:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. in the University Student 
Commons Theater. Sponsored by the APB/ 
Film Committee. 

Sunday April 15 
Meeting: Narcotics Anonymous meets 

8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Hibbs Building, 
room 326. 

Monday April 16 
Program: "Preparing for Finals," spon

sored by the Academic Success program, 
noon to 1 p.m. in the University Student 
Commons Theater. 

Tuesday April 17 
Program: An orientation to 

CareerConnections, an online database 
that helps students find jobs and schedule 
interviews, sponsored by the University 
Career Center. 

The workshop, required for all first
time users of the database, costs $15 and 
meets at 11 a.m. in the career center at the 
commons. 

Wednesday April 18 
Event:Bikecleanupandcheckup spon

sored by Conte's Bicycles and commons 
and activities, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Commons Plaza. 

Program: Open mic night, sponsored 
by APBlExpressions Showca'se, 8 p.m. to 
10 p.m. in Common Ground at the Univer
sity Student Commons. 

Thursday April 19 
Program: Leonard Barry, retailing ex

pert and Thalhimer Scholar in Residence, 
discusses his book, "Discovering the Soul 
of Service," 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 in the Com
monwealth Ballroom at the commons. 
Sponsored by the School of Business. 

Program: '!'reparing for Finals," spon
sored by the Academic Success program, 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the University 
Student Commons Theater. 

Program: Golden Key National Honor 
Society induction ceremony, 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. in Commonwealth Ballrooms A and 
B at the commons. 

C CLASSIFIED ADS' 

help wanted 

CAMP COUNSELOR --- YMCA 
CampThunderbird is seeking professional 
role models for summer employment. Po
sitions are full time with overtime avail
able. Greatexperienceworkingwith kids. 
Competitive pay and YMCA membership 
benefits, call 276-9622, ext. 111 for appli
cation and interview dates. 

LIFEGUARDS/SUPERVISORS 
Now hiring for summer! All positions in 
No. Va. Trainingavailable! FulllPartTime! 
Top Pay! Call 1-800-3692. 

ENVIRONMENTAL Devote your 
summer to environmental change! Work 
on exciting campaign to limit out-of-state 
trash! $350-450/week, 1:30 p.m. to 10:30 
p·.m., M-F. Call: 342-1498 between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

MUSEUM OF THE CONFED
ERACY Part-time sales person need for 
history museum gift shop. Weekends and 
fl exible hours during the week. Perfect for 
history students or those just interested. 
Please call May Reed 'at 649-1861, ext. 23 
for more information 

YOURADSHOULD 
BE HERE. 

CALL MICHAEL 
AT 828-1058. 

help wanted 

CAMP COUNSELORS AND SPE
CIALISTS Leading summer day camp in 
Chester is seeking energetic role models 
for camp counselors and activity special
ists, including arts and crafts, boating, 
music and games, and nature/outdoor 
education. 

Positions are full-time summer sea
sonal with overtime pay. Great experi
ence working with children in a real sum
mer camp. 

Prior experience welcomed but not re
quired. Competitive pay and YMCAmem
bership pre-camp training is required and 
provided. EOE. Drug-freeworkplace. Call 
the YMCA today 748-9622 ext. 20. 

$10/hour GUARANTEED Work on 
campus Fir or PIr for as little as 5-10 
hours/week or as many as 40 hours/week. 
Be your own boss. Create your own sched
ule. Limited positions. Call 1-800-808-
7442 x 80. 

fund raising 

FRATERNITIES, SORORITIES, 
STUDENT GROUPS Earn $1,000-
$2,000 this semester with the easy 
campusfundraiser.com three-hour 
fundraising event. 

No sales required. Fund raising dates 
are filling quickly, so call today! Contact 
campusfundraiser.com at(888) 923-3238, 
or visit www.campusfundraiser.com. 
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Organization seeking increase 
in grad-student research funds 

Stuart Squier 
CT STAFF WRITER 

More than 100 graduate students par
ticipated in the presentation of 44 abstracts 
at last week's Graduate Research Sympo
sium and Exhibit on campus. 

The event was designed to give VCU 
graduate students an opportunity to 
present their work in a professional setting 
in the company of their peers from each of 
VCU's graduate programs. 

Sponsored by the Graduate Student 
Association, its president, Stacey Cofield, 
opened the symposium by stressing the 
importance ofthe GSA's goals and its role 
in graduate student life. 

''By participating in these events you 
can show your support for our organiza
tion;" Cofield said, "and we can in turn 
provide events like this and other events 
geared toward graduate students." 

Jack Haar, dean of the School ofGradu
ate Studies, reinforced the importance of 
the GSA in his remarks to the group. 

"I think graduate students, as all people 
do, need to have social contact. I think 
interacting with graduate students from 
other fields is also stimulating," Haar said, 
noting the wide variety of research areas 

represented at the exhibit. 
Both speakers reinforced the need for 

greater graduate student control in seek
ing and using student activity funds. Since 
graduate students pay $14 each semester 
as an activity fee to the university, the two 
say graduate students deserve control of 
the activity fees to sponsor such events as 
the symposium. 

The use of graduate student· activity 
fees, which Haar estimated to be between, 
$70,000 and $100,000, is left to the discre
tion of the Student Government Associa
tion, an undergraduate governing body. 

"We need to impress on the higher ad
miItistration the need for the graduate 
student activity fees to be used for the 
benefit of graduate students," Haar said in 
his remarks. "It could be used for graduate 
students to go to nati6nal meetings to 
benefit works, which benefits the univer
sity. We all benefit by working together to 
try to get better funding for the GSA." 

Cofield also discussed the significant 
cost ofthe symposium and the funding the 
group received for the symposium from the 
SGA. 

"For each of these abstracts it costs $50 
to set up, so that costs around $1,000 to 
fund," she said. "Of the money that we 

asked for, they (the SGA) gave us half. So 
we had to find a way to make this event 
possibl~ for $25 a person presenting (re
search)." 

After Cofield and Haar addressed the 
GSA members and others at the event, 
John Morgan of Play, a creative consulting 
company in Richmond, urged graduate 
students to use their creativity not only to 
produce more innovative work but also to 
apply it'to their everyday lives. 

Morgan also emphasized the importance 
of teamwork and positivism in producing 
quality work. 

''Put tools in place so that your team -
when they are becoming innovative and 
creative - that they have the liberty to 
shoot the moon," Morgan said. "Because if 
you can't shoot the moon, where does your 
creativity and innovation go?N otforward." 

Mary Dallas Allen, asocial workgradu
ate student who presented an abstract at 
the event, said she enjoyed Morgan's mes
sage about creative thinking. 

"It.is so much more productive to think 
about ways to make an idea happen or 
ways to change the idea so that it can 
happen," Allen said. "It really empowers 
people a lot more and makes it more en
couraging. " 

AUV ANC~ RE(;ISTRATION for Fall 200 I 

The Schedule of Classes is available at this VCU website: http://www.vcu.edu/schedule/ 
Copies of the Schedule of Classes can be picked up in Founders Hall, RGom 104, or in the school 

or college of your major, and in the University Student Commons. 

Monday - March 19 --- Summer advance registration begins 

Monday .. · Friday. MaTch 26 - 30 --- Advising fo r Fall semester 

" . ,. 
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Survey says: 
Gree/(s heavy 
drinkers dUring 
college years 

Charles Gardner 
THE DARThlOlITH (DARThlOlITH COllEGE) 

(U-WIRE) HANOVER, N.H. - Al
though researchers have long known that 
'membership in Greek orgaIrizations is of
ten linked to heavy drinking, a new study 
indicates that Greeks are no more likely 
than their unaffiliated peers to consume 
alcohol following graduation. . 

The study, which was conducted by fac
ulty and student researchers at the UIti
versityofMissouri-Columbia, also seeks to 
explain what drives many Greeks to heavy 
drinkingduringtheirundergraduateyears. 

Kenneth Sher, professor of psychology 
at the uItiversity and author of the study, 
suggested that social attitudes and percep

. tions of drinking are the primary factors. 
''There seem to be perceived norms of 

heavydrinking,relatedtohowmuchpeople 
you know drink and how much they think 
about drinking, and these seem to be very 
potent," he noted. 

Recent Dartmouth alumIri tended to 
agree with Sher's assessment of college 
drinking behavior as applied to the college. 

"Especiallyintheall-malehousesthere's 

DRINKERS conlin""d 10 page 5 

Monday - April 2 --- Advance telephone registration for Fall term 2001 begins (except for Honors students). 
See registration schedule below. 

Honors students 
Graduate Students 
Post-Baccalaureate Certificate workr:rs 
Seniors 

March 26 
April 2 
April 4 
April 4 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 
April 30 

Juniors 
Sophomores 
Freshmen 
Special Students (non-degree seekinr) 

Te;ephone registration hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. - I p.m. 

Telephone registration number: (804)828-1495 

If you have any questions, please call Records and Registration at 828-1349. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative act;'m ihSlilulion providing access t.'J education alld emplo,)'mem 
without regarli to age. race, color. national origin, gellder, religion, sexllal orienll'tio" . . velera,,'s slatus, political affiliation or disahility. 

If special accommodations are required, please ~l1ta~t !:c:nrf-Eua Burke 01 828-202 J. 
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Attention Students! 

*MAJOR UTILITIES INCLUDED! 

Express Shuttle 
'TO MCV&VCU 
One Bedroom from $517 
Two Bedroom from $585 

'Free Gas Utilities For Heat, 
Hot Water, and Cooking . 
Guaranteed occupancy for those who apply 

early . Plenty of free parking . Central air 

conditioning . Separate dining areas and 

large vanity baths . Affordable rent levels . 

On-site laundry facilities . Spacious apartments 

available with fully-equipped kitchens, dishwasher & 

disposal, private balcony or patio, mini-blinds, wall-to-wall carpeting · 

Furniture and cable TV available ' Complimentary 

student social program · Free use of 

facilities including two beautiful club

houses, big screen TV, olympic-size 

swimming pool, gazebo pool, picnic tables 

with grills, canteen 

with vending machines, 

sauna, fitness center, 3 lighted tennis courts, 

platform tennis, volleyball and jogging trail · 

Choose your own roommate, 

FURNISHED STUDENT APARTMENTS AND 
SUMMER SESSION LEASES ALSO AVAILABLE 

limited Availability, 
Call Today to Guarantee Occupancy. 

In VA 800-542-3276. C GS( MANAGING AGENT 1994, REVISED 2101 ~ ~ 
Nationwide 800-368-7669. SUBJECT TO NORMAL lEASING POUCIES lS.r (r;;., 

FAX 804-329-6698. RENTSUBJECTTOCHANGE SPECIAL LEASE TERMS APPLY. ~ \-..0' 

. -~ ~- .. -. -_.- -- ------- -- - --- -- ---- .-.-------------- - _.- - - .-

Thursday, April 12, 2001 
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DRINKERS continued/rom page 3 
an environment where you can drink and 
it's OK and, in fact, encouraged," said Ken
neth Harker. 

Randall Dottin, a former member of the 
university's Kappa Alpha Phi fraternity, 
attributed alcohol consumption to easy 
availability and to a school culture that 
encouraged it. 

With Gore, LeHerman talks politics, humor 
Rob Saliterman 

COLUMBIA D AILY SPECTATOR 

Despite the prevalence of heavy drink- (U-WIRE) NEW YORK - "I've never 
ing among Greeks during college years, been this excited in my entire life. Hon
the study found that alcohol use drops off estly. I mean that," said Late Show host 
among most students after college, and David Letterman Wednesday as he walked 
that Greek members drink no more than toward the Columbia Journalism School to 
nonaffiliated · students in the years after speak to former Vice President AI Gore's 
graduation. . class on national affairs in the information 

"There's a powerful socializing effect age. 
that is pretty much gone by three years Like the weather, the atmosphere in 
afterwards," Sher said. ''They're in a set- Wednesday's class was warmer than two 
ting that presents barriers to heavy drink- weeks ago, when Federal Reserve Chair.
ing, such as holding a job or being a par- manAlanGreenspan was the guest. Joined 
ent." by Late Show writers Gerard Mulligan 

Matt Guenther, who was unaffiliated - and Bill Scheft, Letterman spoke to the 
during his time at Dartmouth, agreed. "In class about the intermingling of humor 
the real world, you have to have a job and· and politics. 
maintain a certain focus; the rigors of life ''This was another very productive, pro
- growing up, being responsible - make found class," said architecture student 
it so that you drink less." Benjamin Bolger. "He covered a lotofseri-

Dottin added that most of the students ous issues." 
he knew decreased their alcohol consump- Gore's approach to those issues, how-
tion after leaving Dartmouth. "I would say ever, did not seem so serious. 
it does drop off. By the time we graduate, ''Everybody was laughing the entire 
it's kind of a been-there done-that,"he said. time," said Gore, who added that the "spon-

Sher said the findings were consistent taneous jokes (Letterman's writers) were 
with the need for norms-based prevention telling the whole time" were the highlight. 
approaches on campus, such as the recent Uponleavingthe building, Gore sounded 
poster campaign at Dartmouth that seeks offon current events for the first time since 
to inform students of the amount an aver- his December concession speech. Asked by 
age partygoer drinks on a Saturday night. Newsweek reporter Howard Fineman to 

The study, which was co-authored by comment on the situation of the Navy 
Bruce Bartholow and Shivani Nanda, an airplane and pilots currently in the posses
undergraduate at the University of Mis- sion ofthe Chinese governlIlftnt, Gore said, 
souri-Columbia, surveyed hundreds of stu- "My prayers are·with the personnel there 
dents, both freshmen and graduates, and and with their families and I think we are 
involved extensive diagnostic interviews right to insist upon return and I hope that 
of the participants. they will be returned very soon." 

During the class, political apathy was a 
main topic of discussion, with Letterman 
saying that he hopes his jokes do not make 
viewers disinterested in government. 

''Letterman weighed in thinking thatin 
general he tries to get people involved in 
political activities, and thathumorisa way 
oftryingto get people into the fray," Bolger 
said. 

Discussion centered pot only on the 
impact of political humor on the public, but 
also on politicians themselves. 

''There was some comment about Presi
dent Ford (and) what cost him the elec
tion," Bolger said. "(Whether it was) par
doning Nixon over Watergate or the im
pression comedians created that he 
stumbled too much." 

That led to a discussion of the popular 
Saturday Night Live sketches that lam
pooped candidates' performances in last 
year's presidential debates . Gore acknowl
edged that the portrayals of him did have 
an impact on his campaign, according to 
Bolger. 

Letterman told the journalism school, 
School ofInternational and Public Affairs, 
and the handful of Columbia College stu
dents that he enjoys having guests who are 
able to talk about serious topics. 

"He said a lot of actresses like to talk 
more about makeup than real hard-hitting 
facts. So when he has a chance to get 
someone like Tom Brokaw on the show or 
AI Gore, he really looks forward to that," 
Bolger said. 

As approximately 40 students in the 
class walked through the lobby of the jour
nalism school on their way to the door, 
some were approached by Columbia Se-

nior Public Affairs Officer James Devitt, 
who told them that a reporter from People 
magazine was waiting outside and hoping 
to interview thQlll about the course. 

Teaching his fifth of eight classes this 
year, Gore appeared strongly in control. 

"Gore said he'd give a brief introduc
tion," said Bolger. "Around 20 to 25 min
utes into his setup, Letterman interrupted 
and said that he wasn't sure whether he 
should (have) agree(d) to do this or not 
because Gore is known to be a content-, 
oriented person, but then his writers as
sured him that all he really needed to do 
was appear, and that Gore would speak 
most of the time." 

"So Letterman looked at his watch and 
said 'we're doing really good,"'Bolger added. 

As toLetterman's personal political lean
ings, Bolger said, ''He mentioned that he 
voted his conscience and voted across the 
board." 

Beforewalkingout the doorofthe School 
of Journalism to allow the dozen or so 
members of the media assembled in front 
of the building to take pictures ofthe twoof 
them together, Gore proudly boasted to 
Letterman of a joke he made when 
Greenspan spoke to the class. 

In that class, Gore pre-empted 
Greenspan's answer to one question, ac
cording to a student quoted by Dow Jones. 
The question had to do with whether one 
could predict the turnaround speed of a 
recession-bound economy, and Gore gave 
the answer: 

If plotted on a fever chart, a recovery 
"could be a U, or it could be an L, like a 
hockey stick, or a V and, if the wrong 
choices are made, it could be a W." 

Recreational Sports Presents 
April's Fitness Clinics 

Apri l 12, Plyomet ri cs from 2 ·3 pm with Scott, Multipurpose Room 
Want to spruce up your training, add some plyomctrics. Learn what ploymetrics are and how 
it can work for you. 

Additional Ab Exercises from 5:30 - 6:30 pm with Jake, Fitness Center 
Learn additional exerc ises for the abdominal muscles that can be done in the Fitness Center. 
Wrestling Clinic from 7·8 :30 pm with Jordon, Tyler & Sergio, Franklin Sf. Gym Room 308 
Learn techniques, take downs, forms and much more. 

April 16, Strength Training for Women from 6·7 pm with Carrie, Fitness Center 
Learn exercises that are effective, safe & popular among women. Learn answers to questions about toning or 
building muscle and how it actually affects females. 

Aprill7, Exercises to Improve your Golf Game from 6·7 pm with Marq, Fitness Center 
~arn exercises to aid in improving your golf game. 

April 18, Plyometrics from 2 - 3 pm with Scott, Multipurpose Room 
Want to spruce up your training, add some plyometrics. Learn what ploymetrics are and how it can work for you. 
The HIT Method ofTnining from 3 - 4 pm with Anton, Fitness Center 
Discuss the HIT Method of Training, the advantages and disadvantages and how you can make it work for you. 

Aprill9, Dumbbell & Cable Upper Body Clinic from 5 -6 pm with Chris, Fitness Center 
learn various exercises focusing on the upper body using dumbbells and the Modular Extension Machine. 
Additional Ab Exercises from 6 -7 pm with Jake, Fitness Center 
learn additional exerci5t!s for the abdominal muscles that can be done in the Fitness Center. 
Lower Body Clinic from 7 -8 pm wltb Kirk, Fitness Center 
learn various exercises to strenghten, build and tone the lower body. 
Wrestling Clinic from 7 - 8:30 pm with Jordon, Tyler & Sergio, Franklin St. Gym Room 308 
Learn techniques, take downs, forms and much more. 

Apri l 23, flexibility & St retching from 4 - 5 pm with Anto n, 
Multipurpose Room Learn how to warm-up & stretch properly . Learn 
exercises to help maintain andlor increase flexibility. 

April 24, Dumbbell & Cable"Upper Body Clinic from 6:30 -7:30 pm 
with Chris, Fitness Center 
Learn various exercises focusing on the upper body using dumbbells and 
the Modular Extension Machine . 

April 25, Supplements fro m 7·8 pm with Carrie, Well ness Center 
Learn about supplements and what they can and can't do for you. 

April 26, Exercises to Imnrove your Golf Game from 2 - 3 pm with Marq, 
Fitness Center 
learn exercises to aid in improving your golf game. 
Free Weight Clinic from 5:30 - 6:30 pm with Ricky, Fitness Center 
Learn proper exercise form, techniques and spotting. 
Lower Body Clinic from 7 -8 pm with Kirk, Fitness Center 
Learn various exercises to strenghten. build and tone the lower body. 

Also included is Self Defense Class on Sunday, April 22 from 3 - 4 pm, Tuesday, 
April 24 from 3 - 4 pm and" Thursday, April 26 from 2 - 3pm all a part of 
STRESS RELIEF WEEK ACTIVITIES. 

Taught by: Jonathan Little 

All classes are FREE and held at the Siegel Center. vcu Sign up at the Service Desk anytiIp.e before the class. 

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity I affinnative action institution providing access to education and employment without 
regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, re ligion, sexual orientation, veteran's status, political affiliation or disability. 

For more infonnation or if you feel you need special accommodation from Recreational Sports, please contact Dr. Eric West at 827-03 17. 

Division of Student Affairs 
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Student exhibits .. 
open this weekend 

• • 

"Untitled" by Sarah Gilbert, done with acrylic and ink, will be one 
of the pieces at the "Interaction 18 by 20: No Rhyme But Reason" 
exhibition at the Student Art Space beginning April 12. 

"Interaction 18 by 20: No Rhyme 
But Reason" at the University Student 
Commons 

This show at the Student Commons 
Art Space features works by 20 graduating 
seniors from the Department of Painting and 
Printmaking. Media used in this exhibit 
includes lithography, etching, silkscreen, 
computer-generated imagery. oil and 
charcoal. "No Rhyme'but Reason" opens 
April 12 with a reception from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. and closes April 26. The gallery is 
open during daily hours at the commons. 

"New Talent," "New Artists" at 
Artspace . 

. Presented by the Department of 
Crafts, the senior exhibition "New Talent" 
features ceramics. metal, glass, furniture and 
fiber. "New Artists" is the senior exhibition 
from the Departlflent of Plintmaking and 

Paint ing. Both shows close April 29. 
Artspace, 6 E. Broad St., is open 

Wednesday through Sunday from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Later this month at Artspace is 
"Menspeak," featuring poetry and prose 
readings from artists including Steven Barza 
and Kelly Lane (Apri l 21) and the Floating 
Folk Festival Apri l 28. Call 782-8672 for 
more details. 

Student Fine Arts Exhibition at the 
Anderson Gallery 

Opening April 13 with a 5 p.m. 
reception, the Student Fine Arts Exhibition 
features paintings, video, photography, crafts, 
drawings and sculptures. This year the show 
will be judged by Dennis Szakacs, deputy 
director of the New Museum of Contempo
rary Art in New York. The show closes April 
22. 

-compiled from news sources 

New music by old-school 
rappers, French robots 

Kelly Gerow 
CT SPECTRUM E DITOR 

Kings of Convenience, "Quiet is the 
New Loud" (AstralwerkslSource) 

The second album from Norway's 
Kings of Convenience is like Belle and 
Sebastian stripped, or what Belle and 
Sebastian would sound like as a Norwegian 
duo instead of a gaggle of musicians who 
refuse to be photographed together. The 
simple sounds, produced by the man who 
produced Badly Drawn Boy, are sweet and 
airy. "Quiet is the New Loud" is the best 
description for KOC's music. How conve
nient. 

RUN DMC, " Crowl) Royal" (Arista) 
I can' t say enough about RUN DMC's 

first album in eight years - not enough bad 
remarks, unfortunately. I knew things would 
be ugly when I read the press release touting 
the album. Apparently, and I'm not sure why 
I didn't know this, RUN DMC has been as 
influential as Elvis Presley and the Beatles. 
Which could be true, but after listening to this 
scraped-together effort, it 's hard to say how a 
band that mimil;s every annoying thing about 
hip hop today can be influential. I am no 
afic ionado of hip hop music, and if I were to 
stereotype it, I'd use "Crown Royal" as my 
inspiration. Most of the songs are about how 
great RUN DMC is. Artists that have brought 
pop music to its ill (and not in the cool way) 
state in the past few years offer what they 
confuse as skills to the heavily sampled 
tracks. Kid Rock, Fred Durst, Sugar Ray and 
Stephan Jenkins of Third Eye Blind all make 
appearances, as do Jermaine Dupri, Nas, 
Everlast and Jagged Edge (whose version of 
AI Green's "Let's Stay Together" should be 
taken to the ri ver and drowned). RUN DMC's 
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psyc h}( pred;d5 
wh"'+S (Oi'\'l;nJ 

Vl€ xt in C\ 50Vlj 
~e/s he~ vtn j 

1 

r1 

fear of being alone leaves them wi th only one 
track without guest appearances. The songs 
are only noteworthy because the way- too
easy samples (Steve Miller, Mary J. Blige) 
overwhelm whatever sexist Durst or brown
nosing Jenkins can say. DJ Run, DMC and 
Jam Master Jay are back, but where they went 
and what they left there should be investi 
gated immediately. 

Daft Punk, "Discovery" (Virgin) 
Daft Punk, the French techno duo, are 

now claiming to be robots. And some funky 
ones at that. Their secQnd full-length album, 
a follow-up to 1996's "Homework" that 
offered "Around the World" and "Da Funk," 
is shorter and more consistent. Starting with 
the vocoder-heavy "One More Time" (the 
title alone is enough to get the song stuck in 
your head), love songs and big beats carry the 
rest of the album. Some vocals are provided 
by Daft Punk, most notably on "Something 
About Us." Though not ground breaking 
work, "Discovery" is a solid dance album that 
can even get the non-robots moving. 

Mirwais, "Production" (Epic) 
Mirwais, the producer best known for 

his work on Madonna 's "Music" has come 
out with his own album, "Production." The 
most startling thing about this electronic 
album is that it 's way under an hour long, 
whereas most techno LP's generally exceed 
their limits of Iistenability. Oddly enough, 
Mirwais has made an album that sounds like 
a more realistic follow-up to Daft Punk's 
"Homework" than Daft Punk's "Discovery." 
Maybe it's a French thing. "Disco Science," 
"Nai've Song" and "Paradise (Not For Me)" 
(featuring Madonna, who co-produced) are 
the standout tracks on this overall enjoyable 
and unpredictable debut. 

. ' . r1 
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Earn credit while you're home for the summer. George Mason University otTers 

more than over 700 courses in accounting, anthropology, astronomy, biology, 

Session Dates 
SESSION A May 21-June 26 

SEsS.oN' B May 29-July 23 

SESSION C July 2-August 7 

SESSION X Variable Dates 

---------------------1 
o New Enrollee II Return Enrollee I 
o Please send me a summer schedule of c lasses 

Name: _____________ ~ ___ _ 

Address: _ ____________ _ 

City: __ _ •..... _____ State: __ Zip: ___ . __ 

Home Phone' __ ._ .. _ .. ______ .. ___ Office Phone: ____ ._ .. ___ _ 

Please fax or mail this coupon to: 

George Mason University 
Summer Term, MS 501 
4400 University Drive 

business legal studies, chemistry, computer science, 

dance, economics, English, and much more. 

For more information, contact us at (703) 993-2343, by 

'fax (703) 993-8871 , or by e-mail swnmer@gmu.edu. 

Visit us on the web at 

http://surnmer.gmu.edu. 

RICHMOND, VA 

MAY 1 
7PM SHOW TICKETS JUST 

PLUS SERVICE CHARGE 

~ I On sale now at the landmark Theater Box Office all 
get tickets at .com Tlckelmasler Outlets. charge by phone 262-8100 or 

SM order online at wwwUcketmastercom For more 
::;~)( a",I~SfXI>QCo~'~ ~v~~"""""'~;;<XEnt>:"I<IOOIf'J11I>1C Information call 646-4213 
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Shannon Ely's 'Plexed in the City' 

. Examining the single male 
Oh Jesse Einsig, how you make me 

smile. Thank you so much for letting me 
and my fellow females know how attrac
tiveyou are. If only there was a way to back 
up such claims? I also want to thank you for 
calling us "the other team." Such a flatter
ing way to describe the fairer sex. Yes, you 
are right, the game we all play is very 
complicated. 

And once again, you're right in that we 
should change how it is played. Here's a 
novel idea: Let's not play it at all! 

I'm relieved to know that men feel pain 
like we do. 

But you must know the relationship 
isn't going to last ~hen you meet someone 
in a club on a night wj}en single people 
typically feel a little sad and lonely. Six 
months and you're living with her? Didn't 
your mother ever tell you.to get to know 
someone a little before living with the 
person? At least I waited un til past the one
year mark. 

Jesse, did you really expect a girl you 
met in a club to be totally herself? I am 
always myself. Most of my friends are 
always themselves when on a first date. 
But you have to accept that not everyone is 
like you and me (l know it's hard to be-

, 

lieve). 
Women I know never say the ''L-word'' 

unless we mean it. I said it two weeks after 
it was first said to me because I wanted to 
be sure. Recently I said itagain, and Imean 
it. Yep, that's right, Jesse. I'm now a girl
friend. And I feel it now. I really feel it. 

You, my dear boy, have been looking for 
love longer than I have, as you are older 
than me by two and a half years. But the 
search is the same. I think the search for 
love is universal, regardless of sexual ori
entation, religion, race, or socia-economic 
status. How the search is carried out var
ies among individuals. And it sounds like a 
cliche, but you really do meet that special 
person when you relax about dating. Don't 
put so much pressure on yourself to find 
him or her that night. The night before I 
met my current boyfriend, I told a friend , 
"I'm so glad I'm not bogged down in a 
relationship." And I believed it. The next 
day I met someone who I'm crazy about. 

Girls don't walk around smiling like 
morons. Some people may think I look 
angrywhen I walk around campus. There's 
a reason, and it's not because I'm angry. It's 
because I'm thinking about things Ihaveto 
do, people I have to write about and so 

forth . I never see women walking around 
campus smiling to themselves. I take that 
back; I did once. I hadjust read your letter, 
Jesse. 

We all have flaws. Karen's claiming 
that playing rugby, riding a Harley, and 
having tattoos are flaws · is false. Those 
things make you who you are. Was she 
fl awless? I would hardly think so. Just as 
wearing black Chucks, being opinionated 
and giggling when provoked are fl aws of 
mine. They're not. That's who I am. And 
good for you Jesse for not faking anything! 

I would like to thank you, on behalf of 
my gender, for taking the time to tell us 
what you kind oflooklike. Ijustcan't figure 
out how a 25-year-old who's still in college 
can afford a Harley and all these tattoos_ 
Did I mis.out on the free money giveaway? 
Your description made you sound endear
ing, puppy and all. But if you're so avail
able and so good-looking, why not leaye 
some way for the single ladies ofVCU to get 
in touch with you? My e-mail address can 
be found on the VCU Web site (by doing a 
people search) or you may e-mail me at 
plexedgirl@hotmail.com. 

Jesse, I bid you good luck in your search 
for her. I'm sure you'll find her soon. 

.LIt:: Lo Lot::L-

to the 
editor 

CT article missed 
its mark 

I write to clarify a number ofinaccura
cies on Messrs. Powell's and Crocker's ar
ticles on McDonald's that appeared in the 
Feb. 22 and March 1 issues oftheCommon
wealth Times, respectively. 

Firstandforemost,McDonald's incurred 
more than $812,000 in renov;;'ting and 
equipping the University Student Com
mons at the contract inception in 1997, not 
VCU. 

The university and McDonald;s have 
now negotiated an agreement whereby the 
university will pay McDonald's $400,000 
to acquire the capital improvements and 

. most ofthe food services equipment in the 
commons. 

As part ofthis agreement, McDonald's 
will be entitled to remove certain propri
etary equipment with a current value of 
approximately $93,000. 

Commonwealth TImes 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

Robb Crocker - Editorial Editor 
J. Edward Rogalsky - Executive Editor 

Stacey Reed - Circulation Director 
Mary Beth Thomsen - Writer 

The opinion section of the CommonweaHh TImes is a forum open to the public. Virginia Commonwealth University 
students, facutty and adminisb'ators are encouraged to submit letters and columns expressing their opinions and 
concerns. The opinions expressed are those of Indfvidual writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Convnonwealth rmes Of VCU. Editorials represent the institutional opinion of the Commonwealth nne •• 

We reserve the right to edit alliettets for grammar, styteand space. Letters should not exceed one single-spaced 
typed page. letters must be signed and must include daytime and evening phone numbers. 

CT e-mail: CTVCU@hotmail.com.Mailingaddress: P. O. Box842010.RIChrnond, VA 23284-201 O. Drop box location: 
Room 1149, T. Edward Temple Building. -, , 

In my interview with Mr. Powell, I pro
vided a number of reasons that led us to 
work with McDonald's to negotiate an 
agreement for the termination of the con
tract to include McDonald's not providing 
the type of diversity that our customers 
demanded and to include student dissatis
faction. 

Mr. Powell chose only to include an out
of-context quote regarding McDonald's 
marketing efforts. 

Toclarif'y, I told Mr. Powell, "McDonald's 
is the leader in operating fast-food restau
'rants and McDonald's markets far more 
successfully to children with its Happy 
Meals menu and playgrounds and does not 
market as well to college students." 
McDonald's only sells a limited menu of 
value-priced foods that clearly did not meet 
the food diversity needs of our customers. 

In closing, we are pleased that we could 
reach this agreement with McDonald's that 
will now allow us to respond sooner to our 
customers' requests for greater food diver
sity. 

We hope students, faculty and staffwill 
continue to provide us with valuable input 
and feedback regarding our dining ser
vices program at VCu. 

PaulP.Jez 
VCU Assistant Vice President 

for Business Services and Treasurer 

AmulMadan 

2001: 
A Mars 
Odyssey 

After two failed attempts to find some 
sort of life on the planet Mars, NASA is at 
it again. This time around though, NASA 
is fine-tuning its mission , making sure 
that absolutely nothing goes wrong. 

Last week the Mars Odyssey took off 
from the Cape Canavera l Space Station in 
Florida 10 begin its long trek to the Red 
Planet. The Odyssey will reach Mars in 
late October and thereafter slip into orbit 
around the planet. 

For the 2 1/2-year duration of its orbit, 
the Mars Odyssey will study minerals in 
the rocks ana measure chemical elements, 
such as hydroge;;, in its quest for water. 
NASA's main goal here is looking for life, 
explains Arizona State University geolo
gist Phil Christian. 

Looking for life means looking for wa
ter. While some people look at this Mars 
mission as just another mission, the team 
of scientists that worked on the two failed 
missions in 1999 are loolting for redemp
tion. 

The team is looking for redemption be
cause they want a chance to show the world 
that the mission offinding life on Mars can 
work. If this mission to Mars 'goes well, 
there is no telling what could happen next. 

It is possible that if water or hydrogen is 
found, it will be inferred that life is on that 
planet and soon after, explorations in re
gard to whether living conditions are suit
able could be determined. 

To avoid another mission failure, NASA 
spent millions of extra dollars on this Mars 
missjpg.J;hat brought the total cost of the 
entire mission to Mars to $297 million 
dollars. NASA also added dozens of extra 
eyes on the project to make sure nothing 
goes wrong. 

The question that lingers on everyone's 
mind is, ''Will it work?" Well, it certainly 
has the possibility of doing well . After two 
failed attempts at a successful Mars mis
sion, NASA strongly believes that the third 
time is the charm in its quest to find some 
sort oflife on the Red Planet. 

If this mission is deemed successful, 
NASA will send rovers to the planet in • 
2003 to further explore the planet and its 
resources, if any. 

All that can be left to do is hope that the 
Mars Odyssey mission goes well and that 
some sort oflife is found on the Red Planet. 
• After that discovery, who knows what 

might happen? 

LetVCU know 
your thoughts. 
Write a leHer 
to the editor. 
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Depo-Provera is 99.7% effective. 
Oepo-Provera is not only one of the most effective forms of 
birth control available, it's also one of the most convenient 
because you only have to think about it 4 times a year. And 
because Oepo-Provera is an injectable, there's nothing to store 
or carry around-only you and your health care professional 
have to know. 

Make sure you're always as protected as possible against 
pregnancy. To find out more about Oepo-Provera and when 
you can start using it. talk to your health care professional. 

See what Depo-Provera 
is all about. Go to: wwwdepo-proveracoM 

Some women using Oepo-Provera do experience side effects. 
The most common are irregular menstrual bleeding or spotting . 
Many women stop having periods altogether after a few months 
and some may experience a slight gain in weight. You should 'Got 
use Oepo-Provera if you think you might be pregnant, if you have 
had unexplained periods, or if you have breast cancer, blood clots, 
liver disease; or a history of stroke. Use may be associated with a 
possible decrease in bone density. Oeoo-Proveril doesn't protect 
against HIV/AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases 

Talk to your health care professional to see if Oepo-Provera is right 
for you. 

5irth cOI'\-t("ol ~Ou. -thil'\lo: a50ut ju.s-t I.\- -tiMeS a year. 
·Henshaw SK. lhlter<1ed preg11lf'CY" It1e Un,ad States. F.." fml f9>pect 1900;30:24-29.46. 
See the next page for important product information. ©' 2001 Pharmacia &. Upjohn, a division of l'tl.rmacia UX0009861.03 3101 
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OEPO·PROVERA"' COf'ltraceptNe In)ect1On 
(medroxwrogesterone acetate InJ«table suspensiOI'l. IISP) 

This product is intended to prevent pregnancy. It does not protect against HIV 
infection (AIDS) and other sexually transmitted diseases . 
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Take Your Dirty Laundry Home ... 
.. " ... ·The Rest With Us! 

• Open 7 Days ,. 

I $1 PAYS • Heated & Cooled 
Units Available 

• Easy Unit Access I "".., 
Boxes, Locks, & Packing MON.H,e 
Materials Available I • I • 

• Convenient Location IIENT • Video Cameras L ... ______ .. 

Gate Heurs: 
Monday-Sunday 

7am - 7pm 

GRice Heurs: 
Monday-Saturday 

9:30am - 6pm 
Sunday- 1 Dam - 4pm 

'. 



Thursday, April 12, 200 I 

"LiveHe/p" at VCU Libraries 

Monday through Friday, 3-5 pm 

htlp:llwww.li brary.vcu.edu/connecUl ivehelp.html 

"LiveHelp " is an experimental service that lets you ask 
questions and get answers. on-line. in real time. from
library staff at VCU Libraries: James Branch Cabell 
Library on the Academic Campus or Tompkins-McCaw 
Library (TML) for the Health Sciences on the MCV 
Campus. 

Use for questions requiring short , factual answers 
or referral to sources where answers may be 
found. 
Use when you're online. cannot telephone us. and 
need assistance . 

Cabell L;brary 
Call 

804-828-1103 . 

~ Backpack 
~ Passport 
~ Eurailpass 
'You are so 
ready for 
Eurol1e. 

With a money-saving Eurail
pass, you can make tracks in 
Europe wherever and whenev
er the impulse moves you . 
A variety of Railpasses are available. 
includ ing: f urailpass Youth Flexi 
Travel any 10/15 days in 2 months 
(17 countries), $458/599' 

88~aiIEurope 

(jI.lII.14I1Travel ~ 
America's Leader in Student Travel 

1-800-2Council 
WWW.counciltravel.com 

'Must be under age 26 on first day of travel. 

TML Library 
Call 

804-828-0636 

GRACE 
COVENANT 

PRESBYTERIAN 
CH 

1627 Monument Avenue 
Three Blocks from Campus 

Come and join LIS for: 
Worship , Sunday , 11 :00 a.m. 

Supper , Wed., 6:00 p.m. 
James Goodloe, Ph .D., Minister 
Christopher Marli n, VCU '92 , . 

Choirmaster and Org<mist 

www.grace-covenant.org 
359-2463 

Make Grace Covenant 
your church home 
away from home. 

.. 
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