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Love. [luv] n a strong liking for someone or some­
thing; a passionate affection for another person; the 
object of such affection 

- Webster's New Dictionary 

A ·DAY FOR LOVE 
Ty Bowers· CT ExecutilJe Editor 

C ards, candy, roses, stuffed animals, 
dinners for -two, champagne. 
Valentine's Day is marketed as a 
couples' holiday, but its roots are 

centuries old. 
Much of St. Valentine's Day's history is mysteri­

ous - a series ofromantic and tragic legends with 
little hard evidence to back it up. 

According to one legend, Valentine - a priest im­
prisoned and sentenced to death for defying Roman 
Emporer Claudius II - fell in love with a young girl 
who may have been his jailor'S daughter. 

Shortly before being put to death, he allegedly penned a letter ' 
to his young love, wh ich he signed, "From your Valentine." 

Many historians believe that Valentine's Day is celebrated in 
the middle of February because of the Catholic Church's efforts 
around the second century incorporate certain pagan traditions of 
the Lupercalia festival into its Christian practices. 

February was celebrated as the start of spring by the flncient 
Romans and was billed as their time of purification. Lupercalia 
was the Romans' fertility festival, which began on the ides of 
February, or Feb. 15. 

In the centuries since, February has remained a month for love. 
In 498 A.D., Pope Gelasius declared Feb. 14 St. Valentine's Day 

after the lusty martyr. Later, in the Middle Ages, the French and 
English added to the day's purpose, for they believed February 
was the start of birds' mating season. They designated the day as 
one for romance as well. 

Now, romance has become an industry. But love is nothingnew. 

St. Valentine 
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Lawmakers 
try to tackle 
identity theft 

Mason Payne 
cr STAFF WRITER 

Since Sept. 11, Americans have shown a 
greater willingness to allow increases in 
state controlled security measures. Ac­
cordingto a Gallup poll, 47 percentof Ameri­
cans would support the government taking 
necessary steps to prevent terrorism, even 
if it meant basic civil liberties would be 
violated. 

The patriot bill, now law, is an·expan­
sion of law enforcement rights to pursue 
personal information and eases restrictions 
on the procedures to do so. 

While President George W. Bush has 
stated he does not believe a national ID 
card is necessary, legislators areworkingto 
strengthen the databases that hold per­
sonal information. Legislation by U.S. Sen. 
Dick Durbin , D-Ill. , would give the Depart­
ment of Motor Vehicles access to personal 
information helq by Immigration and Natu­
ralization Services, Social Security Admin­
istration and other databases. 

Similar bills are being reviewed with the 
intent of preventing identity theft. Such 
bills could stop the practice of including a 
person's social security number on driver's 
licenses and regulating credit card com­
pany transactions. 

In Virginia, the Senate sent a bill, intro­
duced by Sen. John C. Watkins, R-Chester­
field, to the House floor. If the bill becomes 
law, it would require a thumbprint or other 
biometric identifier to be included with the 
application for a driver's license, commer­
cial driver's license, learner's permit or any 
other special identification card. 

Sen. John S. E'dwards, D-Roanoke, who 
voted for the bill, said the requirement 
would make ID card theft difficult if not 
impossible. 

"You can't fake a fingerprint," Edwards 
said. 

When asked if the information collected 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 
Feb. 14 

Valentine's Day Special at 
Break Point Games Room. Bring a 
date to Break Point in the Commons 
and get one free hour of pool, ping. 
pong, darts or two free tokens. 

Nobel" Laureate Dr. Robert 
Furchgott will present the Louis S. 
lIlIrris Sterling Lecture at the Medi­
c'a1 Sciences lluilding Rooms 
104&105 on the MCV Campus. 
Furchgott was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in J'hysiology and Medicine 
and will be discussing "The Impor­
tance of Accidental Discoveries in 
Research Leading to Nitric Oxide." 

Love Stinks at Tiki Bob's. Get 
in free with a picture of your ex­
girlfriend or ex-boyfriend. 

FridilY 
Feb. 15 

Ludacris in Concert at tbe 
Siegel Centerstartingat8 p.m. Tick­
ets are $15 for VCU students with 
VCUCard and $25 for the general 
public. Call 828-7267 for informa­
tion. 

The Billy Price Band performs 
at the Birchmere at 7:30 p.m. Tick­
ets on sale through Ticketmaster. 

OIdDominionLady Monarchs 
Basketball play at home at 7:35 p.m. 

"Two Can Play At That Game" 
presented at the Commons Theater 
at 8 p.m. Get in free with your 
VCUCard. 

Virginia Student Leadership 
Conference in the University Stu­
dent Commons from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Super Leaders, Uniting Campus, 
Uniting the Worldl For registration 
information contact F~cia Keelen 
at 828-6500. -

Saturday 
Feb.16 

"Two Can Play At That Game" 
presented at the Commons Theater 
at 8 p.m. Get in free with your 
VCUCard. 

Distant Replay -The Fab Four 
to perform at the State Theater at 7 
p.m. 

Norfolk State University Bas­
ketball at hOme at 2 p.m. 

Confederate Railroad to pre­
form at the Jaxx Nightclub at 7:30 
p.m. 

George MaSon University P~­
triotMen'sBasketball play in Fairfax 
at2p.m. 

IN BRIEF 
British Airways cuts 5,800 

more jobs 
British Airways yesterday morning 

announced plans to cut 5,800 jobs and 10 
routes in a restructuring and debt reduc­
tion exercise. The Transport and General 
Workers Union immediately condemned 
the cuts as "savage butchery." 

Thejob cuts come just months after the 
company announced 7,200 redundan­
cies, bringing the total to 13,900. That 
number represents 23 percent of the 
airline's workforce of 56,700 from last 
August. 

BA's chief executive, Rod Eddington, 
who aims to cut costs by £650m·(around 
$929 million) annually, said BA must be 
transformed into a "simpler , leaner, more 
focused airline." 

Roger Lyons, general secretary of the 
union Amicus, described the job cuts as 
traumatic to staff. His views were echoed 
by Bill Morris, general secretary of the 
TGWU, "We expected mild surgery, what 
we got is savage butchery." 

BA is losing £2m (around $3m) a day 
and needs to payoff a £6bn (around $9bn) 
debt. The company said it would restruc­
ture its European short haul business to 
compete with the no-frills carriers. Busi­
ness travellers and holidaymakers will be 
offered lower fares, greater flexibility and 
more choice from June. 

The lowest fares will be available on the 
internet as BA reduces payments to UK 
travel agents for short haul bookings. 

About 6,600 of the jobs will be cut from 
Heathrow, 3,000 from Gatwick, 1,200 from 
regional bases in the UK and 2,200 will go 
overseas. 

Mr Lyons, general secretary of Am­
icus , said:,"This is a devastating body 
blow to staff, who have acted impeccably 
in responding to the needs of the com­
pany to safeguard jobs over recent 
months." 

BA's capacity reduction will total 21per­
cent. 

BA announced that eight routes would 
transfer from Gatwick to Heathrow by this 
summe, four long hauls (Mauritius, Buenos 
Aires, Lagos and Abuja) and four short 
hauls (Bucharest, Kiev, Riga and Zagreb). 

By the summerof2003, BA's capacity at 
Gatwick will have reduced by 60 percent 
since 1999. 

Giuliani a knight in all but 
name 

Rudolph Giuliani, the former mayor of 
New York City, received an honorary 
knighthood from the Queen of England, 
who wished him "less stress in his life" as 
America recovers from the Sept.11 terror­
ist attacks. 

Giuliani thanked the Queen, on behalf 
of the American people, for Britain's sup­
port in the wake ofthe World Trade Center 
attacks. 

'We need good friends and we have 
no better friend than Great Britain," he 
said after the Buckingham Palace in­
vestiture. 

The former mayor bowed before the 
Queen as she handed him the insignia of 
a Knight Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire. 

"I am very excited and very humbled," 
Giuliani said who is now entitled to use 
the letters KBE after his name, but be­

cause he is not a British citizen. 
he cannot style himself Sir 
Rudolph. 

"I see this as recognition of. 

the people of New York who have overcome 
the worst attack in American history," he 
said. "I've been to many medal ceremonies 
but this is the best organized and I can't get 
over the height of the ceilings in 
Buckingham Palace. This is bigger than 
New York's City Hall : 

"For an American; it gives you a sen~e of 
where we came from -our legal system and 
our democracy. Thisis part of our heritage. 
After Sept. 11, I looked to the example of 
Winston Churchill and oftheBritish people 
during the second world war." 

After the ceremony, Giuliani arrived 
for lunch with the Lord Mayor of London 
and the Duke of York at Mansion House. 

Queen Mother hurts arm in 
fall 

The Queen Mother yesterday afternoon 
slipped and cut her arm, Clarence House 
said. 

A doctor was called to Sandringham, 
the Queen's Norfolk estate, and dressed 
the wound, after the alarm was raised. 

Clarence House, the Queen Mother's 
London residence, said the 101-year-old 
Royal still intends to travel to Windsor 
this afternoon and hoped to attend her 
daughter Princess Margaret's funeral 
on Friday. . 

A paramedic fast response vehicle, a 
converted estate car, arrived at 
Sandringham House with an on-call 
doctor at around 2:20 p.m. 

The paramedic vehicle drove through 
the Jubilee Gate with its lights flashing. 

The paramedic left the house about 90 
minutes later followed shortly after by 
the doctor. 

Clarence House said Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother, slipped in her sitting 
room at Sandringham yesterday after­
noon and cut her arm. 

"This has been dressed by the doctor 
and there is no change in Her Majesty's 
plans to travel to Windsor tomorrow a f­
ternoon," Clarence House said. 

The local doctor has attended the 
Queen Mother since she arrived at 
Sandringham over the Christmas and 
new year period. 

The Queen Mother has not been seen 
in public since November a nd has been 
suffering from a cold and chest cough. 

Royal aides said she was coping with 
the death of her younger daughter re­
markably well. 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
launches sex guide on 
Valentine's Day 

The Scottish Episcopal Church is 
marking Valentine's Day by launching 
a book about sex. 

The church's guide to human sexual­
ity is being sent out to the church's 300-
plus congregations. 

Subjects covered range from mar­
riage and casual sex to homosexuality 
and divorce. 

The 100-page book has been prepared 
by a church panel led by the Bishop of 
Glasgow - the place that recently re­
branded itself the city oflove. 

It is made up of a collection of essays, 
expressing differing views and written 
from a range ofJt;andpoints. 

It aims to spark debate and does not 
amount to an official policy statement by 
the church. . 

- "There was a growing feeling among 
our membership that we needed to become 

Thur~day, . FebruaiY ,14, 2002 

a lot more direct when dealing with sexu­
ality," said the Idris Jones, Bishop of 
Glasgow and Galloway. 

"Our whole unaerstanding of how we 
develop and of our sexuality has changed 
a lot in recent years. But the church has 
often been stuck with teaching that was 
applicable some time ago. It 

In the introduction, the authors wrOte: 
"Our hope is that these papers will help to 
clarify some of the central issues, and 
enable reasoned discussion to take place 
amongst those holding widely differing 
positions. It 

Telephone mix-up directs 
bank customers to gay chat 
line 

A bank has apologized for mistakenly 
directing customers to a gay chat lin e for 
financi a l a dvice . 

Halifax Share Dealing sent out 15,000 
letters with the wrong contact.number for 
an ISA hotline. 

Customers dialling the hotline were 
greeted by disco music and a warning to 
hang up if under the age ofl8. 

Karen Collins, of Hall Green, Bir­
mingham, says she called back twice 
thinking she had a wrong number. 

Miss Coll ins told the Birmingham 
Evening Mail, "I wanted todiscuss my ISA, 
not meet gay men. It's quite funny, espe­
cially as thousands of account holders will 
have this letter. Perhaps someone will find 
a date through it." 

The Halifax is writing to account hold­
. ers again to correct the mistake. 

A spokesman said, ItWe are reviewing 
our proofreading procedure to ensure this 
does not happen again. " 
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NEWS 
Board will discuss third phase 
of Commons. expansion today 

Sarah R. Edwards 
CT STAFF WRITER 

A committee of the VCU Board of 
Visitors, Wednesday, reviewed plans 
for Phase III ofthe University Student 
Commons. If the board approves, uni­
versity officials soon can let bids for the 
$9 million construction 'project. 

What happens ifthe bids are higher 
than $9 million? 

"That's part of the n egotiation pro­
cess," said Timothy Reed, directorofthe 
student commons and s tudent activi­
ties: "We try to n egotiate'bids down or 
we come in and change the plans .... We 
have not made contingency plans yet." 

Officials estimate the bid process 
t akes four to six weeks, but Reed said 
students can expect groundbreaking 
ceremonies forthe project tooccursome­
time in May. 

Student affairs administrators esti­
mate construction costs to be about $6. 7 5 
million. 

''We are h a nging onto the budget as 
tight as we can," Reed said. 

Architects, however, are designing the 
building to fit within the budget, so ifthe 
contractor's bid is less than the $6.75 mil· 
lion, some items previously omitted could 
be returned. . 

'We have moved a wall here or there, 
and at this point we are starting to talk to 
the interior designer about some finishes," 
Reed said, explaining that no substantial 
design changes have been made in the past 
couple of months. "We haven't even got to 
things like furniture yet." 

By 2004, VCU officials will decide which 
student organization offices go in Phase 
III. 

By talking to students and looking at 
the lines, Reed said, he thinks students 
seem to appreciate the variety and quality 
of the recent changes in food options. 

LydiaZirkle,presidentofVCU'sPhiMu 
Fraternity agrees with Reed's assessment. 

"From what I can tell, students enjoy 
the options available. Students must enjoy 
the food because everyone is always there 
and rush to get to Park Place before it 
closes," she said. 

Nonetheless, Reed said, Aramark's con-

tract expires soon and the company 
receiving the food contract will deter­
mine food options. No matter which 
company receives the contract, VCU's 
plan stipulates that Chick·fil-A along 
with pizza, submarines, Tex-Mex and 
vegetarian food be available. In addi· 
tion, Reed said, Asian food could be on 
the menu. 

StudentswishingtotrackPhaseIII's 
progress can go to the Web site at 
www.students.vcu.edu/commons/ex· 
pansionlindes.html. 

Kirsten Hirsch, assistant director 
for information and off-campus student 
services, said the promotion of Phase 
III will inform VCU's students when 
and where things will be happening. 
Starting last summer at Student Test­
ing and Registration, Hirsch said, pro­
spectivestudents received fliers atopen 
houses so they could track Phase III 
developments. 

A display board in the Park Place of 
the commons shows the early design 
plans, but it soon will display schedules 
and other in formation about the project. 

Bill would require mandatory service 
© U-W IRE 

In a move that could redirect high school 
graduates from hitting the college books to 
hitting military targets for the 2004 fresh­
man class, one House representative is 
calling on America's youth to relearn the 
meaning of national unity and obligation 
to the country. 

The bill, House Resolution 3598 pro­
posed by RepresentativeNickSmith, would 
\>e "phased in" over 10 y~,m;~ and would 
tequire all male high school graduates to 
partake in "boot camp," historylinterna­
tional relations classes and volunteer in 
national service programs for at least six 
months starting in 2004. 

Students attending universities in 2004 
would not be afiected by the bill and would 
not need to drop out. 

The bill, awaiting review by the House 
Armed Services Committee, is a revised 
version of a bill that was introduced in 
December. It is one of the nation's first 
legislative responses to President Bush's 
Stateofthe Union requestforevery Ameri­
can to commit two years of service to the 
country. 

Some students opposed the military part 
of the bill, but said they saw the impor­
tance of having an international perspec­
tive. 

"It's important for people to know about 
what's goingon in other countries and how 
it affects the United States," said second­
year undeclared student Ashkan 
Moghaddam. 

However, he rejected the idea of making 
boot cam p mandatory. 

"Some people might not want to do it , 
and it's their right to refuse," he said. 

National unity is not as strong as it was 

50 years ago, Smith said, and the current 
war on terrorism could last for decades, 
making understanding homeland security 
and international relations crucial. 

"America faces a unique moment in 
history: our nation is at war, our homeland 
was attacked, and our personal security is 
more at risk than it has probably ever been 
since World War II," Smith said in a state­
ment. 

The bill requires two months of "boot 
camp" which includes a rigorous physical 
training requirement similar to the train­
ing enlisted army members complete, 'said 
Joshua Sabin, a spokesman for Smith. 

The second half of the bill requires a 
minimum of four months of service in a 
volunteer program such as the recently 
established USA Freedom Corps, in addi· 
tion to history and international relations 
classes. 

"People should have some obligation to 
participate in defending and serving their 
country. This responsibility comes with 
the freedoms we all enjoy," Smith said. 

To fourth-year psychology student 
Shaun Consiglio, the classes, which would 
be taught by military personnel, seem like 
they could be brainwashing. 

"Thegovernmentwould be teaching kids 
what they want them to learn, and the kids 
are being forced to do it," he said. 

"I wouldn't want to say that I'm not 
patriotic, but it should be my decision if! 
want to fight for my country,'r he contin­
ued. 

The bill must be approved by the House 
Armed Services Committee before an offi­
cial vote on the House floor can take place. 

Under the bill, enlisting in the reserves 

is not mandatory upon completing the pro· 
gram. The bill does not mention anything 
along the lines of a draft. 

The current bill is the result of an earlier 
resolution submitted by Smith that called 
for only military training over six months 
and did not include classes or community 
serVIce. 

Conscientious objectors - people who 
say their religion prohibits them from par· 
ticipating in fighting - will be exempt 
from the combat portion of the training, 
according to the bill. But the appeal would 
need to be approved by a branch of the 
Armed Services. 

Carmen Trotta of the New York City· 
based War Resisters League, which rejects 
the use of violence for national defense or 
for revolutionary change, and who is com­
mitted to ending war, opposes the bill. 

"The bill supports the militarization of 
everyday life," he said.-

Trotta cited the recent passing of Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. Day as a symbol for 
why people should oppose the bill and 
military efforts in general. 

"In 1967, Dr. King talked about an 
emergin·g pattern of oppression. It was 
symptomatic of a far deeper malady in the 
American spirit, emanating from the U.S.," 
Trotta said. 

He added that it was also in this speech 
that King said a nation that spends more 
money on defense each year than social 
programs is on a road toward spiritual 
death. 

"We have potentially gone there with 
the bombing of Afghanistan," Trotta said. 
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by DMV would be accessible to law 
enforcement or other government 
agencies he said he didn't believe 
that would be the case. 

Delegate Albert C. Pollard Jr. , D­
WhiteStone, disagreed and said, "un­
less the bill specifically says other­
wise, Ibelievethis information would 
be available" to other government 
agencies. 

The bill is currently in the House 
Transportation Committee, of which 
Pollard is a member. He said he was 
likely to vote against it. 

Among the senators who voted 
against the bill was Sen. William 
Bolling, R·Mechanicsville. 

"If you're going to have that infor­
mation, it'sj ust a small step," Bolling 
said, adding that the idea seems a "bit . 
Orwellian." 

Bolling said another concern was 
the bill would "give the commissioner 
'of the DMV the authority to deter­
mine what other biometric identifi· 
ers are used." 

A majority ofVCU students asked 
about the bill were unaware of the 
measure. 

Gov. Mark R. Warner was un· 
available for comment. 

Where do you go 

when it gds cold? 

Nowhere. ..... 

Let Bottoms Up Pilla 

bring everything to you. 

Check out our new web 
sitt@ 

bottomsuppilla.com 
and place your order 
today! Use this ad 

and receive S2 oN your 
next order( __ .. s1S_. 
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.. 



.. 

Police say no to N.O.W. rally 
Sarah Kite 

CT STAFF WRITER 

More than 45 chalk outlines surround­
ing the Virginia General Assembly build­
ingsymbolized thewomen killed by violent 
acts in Virginia last year. 

The outlines were meant to be a state­
ment to Virginian and its leaders that 
domestic violence is an ongoing problem 
and needs attention. 

N.O.W.,Virginians Against Domestic 
Violence, and the YWCA planned to take a 
stand by decorating the sidewalks in front 
ofthe Assembly building last Sunday with 
these.outlines. 

Domestic Violence. Of those, 45 were 
women, 49 men and 15 ch ildren. 

Virginians Against Domestic Violence, 
which planned to participate in the demon­
strati on, is an advocacy group that tries to 
increase domestic violence awareness, said 
Joriel Foltz, public awareness coordinator. 

The organization is funded by the De­
partment of Social Services, the state of 
Virginia and private agencies. 

In cooperation with Virginians Aligned 
AgainstSexualAssault, Virginians Against 
Domestic Violence services the Virginia 
F amily & Sexua l Assault Hotline. 

Virginians Against Domestic Violence 
is currently working to bring a national 
project called Silent Witness to Virginia. 

off, the Richmond chapter of the National 
Organization for Women is planning ac­
tivities of its own. 

In conjunction with vday.com, they are 
sending Valentine's Day cards, provided 
by Lifetime for Women Television, to con­
gressional representatives requesting the 
issue of rape and other violence towards 
women have high priority in any laws 
passed, said Powell. 

The organization a lso keeps a close eye 
on the Marital Rape bill , which would 
a llow spouses to .be charged of rape even 
wh en they are living in the same house­
hold. 

Theseplanswerehalted when thePresi­
dent of the Richmond chapter ofN.O.W., 
Betsey Powell, called the· Richmond City 
Police Department to make sure they would 
not be breaking the law. 

Lt. Barrell Alston told Powell the chalk 
outlines on the city's sidewalks is consid­
ered defacing property. If arrested, dem­
onstrators would have been charged with 
misdemeanors and could face four months 
in jailor· a $2,500 fin e. 

Silent Witness would memorializethose 
who have lost their Jives to domestic vio­
lence. Freestandingfiguresofthesewomen 
would be erected, along with a description 
of the person given by a family member. 
Virginians Aga,inst Domestic Violence said 
they hope the memorial could travel to 
·college campuses and malls. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
When asked about disciplinary action 

toward children who decorate sidewalks, 
Alston said, "We aren't in the business of 
ma king criminals out of children." He 
continued by saying, "The Police Depart­
ment has a wide range of digression." 

Powell was expecting between 15 and 
20 people at the demonstration. 

"We wanted to bring attention to the 
tremendous problem of domestic violence," 
she said. 

Familyviolence-related fatalities totaled 
109in 2001, according to VirginiansAgainst 

Richmond's YWCA, also scheduled to 
take part in the demonstration, houses 
and counsels abused women in the Rich­
mondarea. 

The organization's crisis shelter can 
house up to 20 women and children at any 
given time, said Allison Anglin. During 
their stay, the women receive help withjob 
placement, house hunting, parentingskills· 
and self-esteem. 

Children at the shelter attend violence 
clinics and are assigned case managers. 

The YWCA also refers abused men to 
organizations geared specifically to men. 

Although the demonstration was called 

#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, & Florida! 
Best Parties, Best Hotels, Best Prices! 
Space is limited! Hurry up & BookNow! 
1-800-234-7007 
www.endlesssummertours.com 

EARN $1000 FOR YOUR GROUP 
Work on campus to raise money for your 

student group or organization. Make your 
own schedule and earn $5 per application. 

Please Call 1-800-808-7450 

FILE TAX RETURN ONLINE 
Refund in about 14 days with direct 
deposit . 
1040EZ-$9.95 
1040A-$14.95 
Log onto www.1040.com/ctstax 

DON'T HAVE AN ORDINARY SUM­
MER. Looking for a challenge, fun and the 
best summer of your life? Camp Easter 
Seal in Virginia has ajob opening for camp 
counselors, program instructors for aquat­
ics, horseback riding, adventure and sports. 

• Work with children and adults with dis­
abilities in a beautiful outdoor setting. 
Staff come from across the US and around 
the world. Room, board, salary provided. 
(804) 633-9855. Camp Easter Seal 20500 
Easter Seal Drive Milford, VA 22514. 
www .campeas terseal -va. org e-mail: 
dbrown@Va.easter-seals.org 

ATTENTION STUDENTS 
PART TIME WORK 
$14.85 base/appt. 

whhere would yOl.llik~ to }3ick up 
t e cOlnmonwealth tImes. 

Expanding local co. Now hiring 20+ 
students for fun &* easy workin customer 
servc.lretail sales. No telemarketinglNo 
door 2 door. Flex. hours around classes (10-
30/wk) Scholarships awarded. Conditions 
apply. Positions filling fast! 264-8229, ask 
for Kim or zf9.com 

what issues would 
you like covered? ______ _ 

on fir st come first serve basis . . . . . . . . . 

ReceptionistlManicurist Assistant. 
Part-time. $7 hour + tips. Convenient 
Carytown location. NO experience neces­
sary. Fun and busy atmosphere .. 
Immiediate opetUng. 355-0440. 

ANXIETY SUPPORT GROUP start­
ing. First meeting will be Sunday, March 
3rd at Retreat Hospital. First floor in con­
ference room. For more info contact 
catherinejohnson77@Yahoo.com 

*** Sales & Marketing positions *** 

AVCOM-RAMSEY Technologies, Inc., a 
leading manufacturer of sate llite · and RF 
communication test equipment seeks two 
highly motivated, energetic sales and mar­
keting professionals. 

The primary mission is to develop strat­
egies and tactfully implement sales activi­
ties to meet company objectives, work with 
existing customers and seek out, identitY, 
and capture new customer bases and op­
portunities. 

. Qualification include: 
Practical and creative in applying mar­

keting knowledge and strategies in real 
world sales environments. Persistent and 
aggressive in generating new sales and 
new customer bases. 

Excellentcommunication, presentation 
and computer skills . Web development 
skills and technical, preferably RF knowl­
edgelbackground is a plus . 

A Bachelor's degree (or in the near fu­
ture) in the related discipline. 

These two positions can be either per­
manent full-time or internship. Interested 
candidates should reply to: 

AVCOM-RAMSEY Technologies, Inc"· 
500 Southlake Blvd. Richmond , VA 23236 
or send e m a il to: 
applicant@avcomr~msey.com 

Counselors need~ for residentia l sum­
mer program at UV A for gifted students in 
grades 5-11. Datespfemployment 6/16-81 
3102. For informati9n and application call 
4341924-3182. Ap~ation deadline 21181 
02. EEO/AA ;~·: 

Room for Rentf. Southside $300 per 
month including ... ities, Prefer Female 
non-smoker, con ' .. com 

Mind-Blowing. ~r~sring. Motivational. 
Incompatible. No;'.::We're not referring to 
last year's Spring .Break trip to Cancun. 
Check out information about a fun and 
challenging sales and marketing intern­
ship at www.universitydirectories .com. It 
may not be Spring Break, but it'll help you 
get there. Attention! University directo­
ries will be attending your Career Fair 
February 13th and interviewing on cam­
pus February 15th. Show up, say hi, learn 
more. 
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. "Theflie.l'fi·oll1the lips 10 mingle with the winds. t~ be lost lfithoU/ an echo. Wrilfen 
dm1"/1. it 11/(1\' mice continlle to sound on. asji'om a trumpet tongue. through all lime, ,, ' 

. -w. C FOll'ler 

At fo~e point, a(~oft everyone wi(( (ove fO~eOne fO ~uch that they 
~Uft write it rJown. AnrJ who cou(rJ i~agine that out of 2.(, a(pha~etica( 
(etterf we cou(rJ create fueh pauionf af we rJo in our (ove (etterf:' 

Scrawling '" (ove vou" atthe ~otto~ of a note in rerJ inf< if rarely 
enough. P~irerJ with the wingf of worrJf •• the exchange taf<ef on a (ife of 
itf own .- ferJuctive finceritv. 

rhe (ove (etter expOfef our foul eXPoferJ, our true feU, a poetic f<iu 
""'-. -. to itf recipient. 

" We write (ove (etterf ~ecaufe the~ (aft, even when that one true (ove 
witherf with the funfet. 

We write (ove (etterf ~ecaufe anyone can .fenrJ f(owerf or 
~anufacturerJ carrJf. 

We write (ove (etterf ~ecaufe they are ~ore potent anrJ pauionate 
than the worrJf we cou(rJ ever ut~er in perfon. 

We write (ove (etterf ~ecaufe we want to reach into the heartftringf 
of fO~eone who if phVfica((v a~fent ~ut e~otiona((v u~iquitouf; fO~eOne 

. whofea~fenCe you ~av queftion ~ecaufe, after a((, if they rea((v (overJ you, ( 
how coli(rJ they ~ear to ~e away fro~ you. Love (etterf, however, offer 
cata(ogf of (onging per~eating that a~fenCe withauurance anrJ pro~ife. 

AnrJ a~ove a((, we write (ove (etterf ~ecaufe fo~eOne wantf the~ 
A (ove (etter if tangiMe; it cannot ~e i~aginerJ. A (etter can ~e 

openerJ anrJ rerearJ ti~e anrJ again, .re(eafing<new fenntionf anrJ paffionf at 
each rJrop of inf<o ' 

. f>efpite the te(ephone,fax anrJ e-~ai(, (etferf prevail. People are fti(( 
writing ·-caging worrJf onto a p,iece of parch~ent or onto a co~puter 
fCreen imrJ re(eafing the~ into the hanrJf of a (over or frienrJ to foar on 
their own accorrJ. ihe (ove (etter haf furviverJ ~ecaufe people fti(( fa(( in 
(ove; fti(( feel that ~urft of feeling at the f(igh+eft touch, f<iff, whifper. 

Love wantf to ~e expreuerJ, to fhout itfe!f to the heavenf, to ~e 
written evervwhere- in the fanrJ, the win4, the f(owerf. AnrJ ~Oft of a((, in 
(ove (etterf pourerJ forth ~v the writer with hif heart on hif f(ee'<l'e a';'rJ -
Confu~erJ ~v the rearJer with her heart in hif hanrJf. 

But, what'f thefecret:' 
My anfwer: there if none. 
Perhapf the pe'n, paper anrJp(ace~ent of the (etter are f<ev. Whether 

you attach the parch~ent paper, feaierJ with a ~(o~ of rerJ wax to a tree in 
your (over'f garrJem, re·(a~e( a wine ~oH(e with a (ove (etter, (eave the 
(etter near your (over'f favor'ite 'foorJ, or fenrJ it via 'the pOft~an, , 
guarantee fUCCeu uponitf arrival. 

Si~p(v, the (ove (etter if an exercife of the heart anrJ ~inrJ, the 
, refun( to ~e fi(encerJ ~ut an effort to ftir a (QVer'f ' rJefire. 

AnrJ ~eing in (ove if enough - reach rJown a~ong thef~i(ef anrJ ting(ei 
ar,rJ arJrJ Wingf to your pafrionf. . 

, pro~ife they wi(( fly • 

. ,-. 

j 
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Fetishism: the art of flesh 
Olivia lloyd 
("I' NEWS EDITOR 

The delicacy of the fl esh is enough for 
some. ·For others, .the need for carnal 
satisfaction goes much further. 

The forbidden realm offetishism spans 
further than many people fathom. From 
bondage, boots and discipline to piercings, 
stockings and hot wax, the fixations have 
been a round since as early as 1768 in t he 
days of the Marquis de Sade. the free­
spirited French novelist. 

. Fetishism,adependencyonanon-sexual 
object to exci te erotic fee l i ngs, has no bound­
aries - only the · 
limitsoftheimagi-

I 
full offetish clubs, music and photography. 

Natasha Epperson, a fetish photogra­
pher in Houston, has been in the photogra­
phy business for four years. 

"I like the shocking factor of fetish," 
Epperson said. "It makes the viewers gasp 
and want to look away at the same time 
take a second look and wonder." 

Epperson, who defines fetish as obses­
sion and worship, communicates a woman's 
str ength in her work through the use of 
fetish clothing and attitude. She also tries 
to portray the model's personali ty. 

"I've worked with models that are beau­
tifu l but have no heart," she said. "This I 

bringintothephotoand 
nothing else matters . 

nation - and no 
face. 

"True fetishism 
is a paraphelia, 
(sexual attraction 
to unu sua l ob­
jects), which is an 
a typical sexual be­
h avio r ," sai d 
Daph ne Rankin, 
the Human Sexu-

"True fetishism is a 
paraphelia, (sexual attraction 
to unusual objects), which is 
an atypical sexual behavior," 
said Daphne Rankin, VCU 
Human Sexuality instructor 

Theattitudemakesher 
beauti ful." 

Her latest series, 
scheduled for comple­
tion by t he end of the 
yea r , w ill be based 
strongly on the dark 
side of obsession and 
what happens when· 
things go wrong and 
b,ecome crimes of pas-

ality instructor at 
veu. 

A person, who engages in this type of 
behavior, Rankin said, is a good candidate 
for sex counseling. 

It is not completely understood why 
people have feti shes. Some theorists be­
lieve it develops from early childhood expe­
riences where an object was associated 
with a particularly powerful form of sexual 
arousal or gratification. 

Rankin said she thinks the develop­
ment ofa person's sexual attitudes plays a 
role in theevolution of their fetishes, which 
by many a re considered to be deviant be­
haviors. 

"It's so far out ofthe norm ," Rankin said , 
"that a true fetishist can not be aroused by 
a partner. That's why it's so shunned." 

Fetishism is not limited tojust the bed­
room. Beyond the boudoir, lies a noirnovel 

SlOn. 

"It will be my first 'real' art series and 
not solely based on fashion and the model," 
she said. 

Epperson's work can be viewed at 
www.natasha-epperson.com. 

A veu information system's major, re­
ferred to by friends as ''Xavier,'' has been 
heavily involved in fetishism for a number 
of years. 

From nipple clamps and sadomasoch­
ism to strangulation, Xavier said h~s fe­
tishes came about through ·exploration. 

"I'm always open to new things," he 
said , "extreme passion in a dark sense." 

"Everybody has the wrong perspective," 
Xavier said addressing the issue of sado­
masochism, "they think it's full out beating 
people. The way I view it, it's more of a 
sexual art - it involves a lot of trust." 

<ommonwealth Times. 7 

ALL PHOTOS (INCLUDING PAGE FIVE) TAKEN BY KENT BROCKWELL 
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Certainly not Toys 'R' Us 
Joy Shepperson 
CT STAFF WRITER 

Whips, leather, liquid la- the "Inflatable Hus-
tex and chains are not your band." 
average Valentine's Day The m ost popular 
gifts. However, some may items during Valentine's 
consider these options when Day are edible under-
they begin their search for wearandredlingerie,ac-
the perfect holiday gift for cording to store employ-
theirlovedone. Remember, ees. 
not everyone falls for the Pricilla's is not the 
classic roses and chocolate only place with alterna-
routine. tive Valentine's Day 

For Valentine's Day this gifts. Taboo Lingerie, 10-
year, I took a tour of catedat6021 West Broad 
Richmond's local novelty St. , includes a variety of 
shoNS to see what they had items and cloth: 
in inventory for the holi- ing chastity belts, 
day . I began my searcl) at legwear, dancewear, X-
Pricilla's. rated DVDs, bonda);e 

Jonas Nash, a Pricilla's kits and tapes, leather 
employee said tlie average hoods, vinyl clothing, 
customer is a normal, typi- gags, whips, an assort-
cal person. He said Pricilla's .. . Kt;ntBrockwell ment of Karma Sutra 
attracts customers most of Pncilia carnes a vanety products and jewelry. 
which are female, from all of sex toys Much like Pricilla's, 
over. Taboo employees sald 

The store, located at 5700 W. Broad St., they do not have a typical customer who 
included items such as lingerie, X-rated visits their store. In fact, it is the opposite. 
videos, liquid latex in fourcolors(red, pink, They said their customers are anybody 
blue and black), nipple rings, bondage kits and everybody. 
such as the "Love Swing," whips, paddles, ''We get a variety of people," said Alison 
flavored condoms, massage kits, Miller, co-owner and VCU fashion mer­
dancewear, edible underwear and board chandising major. 
games like Sexual Secrets and Dirty Minds. The most popular Valentine's Day items 

Or perhaps toys better suits your fancy. at Taboo are Karma Sutra products and 
I discovered many items including the lingerie,accordingtoMiller. "Theydowell," 
"Stripper Pen," the "Inflatable Wife" and she said. . 

Thursday, February 14,2002 

Celebrate good 
• times, come on 

By Russell de Leon 
CT STAFF WRITER 

I am fed up · with Valentine's Day 
cornering the market on the whole sex 
day. So many other sexy holidays get 
overlooked because ofFeb~14. 

In a continued effort to change the 
way readers think, I have come up with 
a list of just a few holidays that may be 
just as sexy. 

President's Day- Hello? Am I the 
only one who forgot who our last presi­
dent was? You can go right on down the 
line - these guys are all about sex. 
President's Day trails on Valentine's 
heels butis rarely viewed as a holiday at 
all, let alone a sexy one. Cherries , a very 
sensual fruit, and George Washington 
are completely synonymous. So, remem­
ber your lady with your own Emancipa­
tion Proclamation ... ofLove. 

St. Patrick's Day- Honestly, how 
many drunken hook-ups take place on 
this day? Do I have to go through the 
whole pinching thing if you're not wear­
ing green? Green. And what about the 
green M & M's urban myth? You know, 
they're one's that make you horny. If 
green candy can do it, why can't other 
things green? So, find your lover, get 

some Guinness, get drunk and, well, 
you know. 

Flag Day- Ok, think about it. What 
else are you going to do on Flag Day? 
Isn't flagging someone when you pull 
their pants down? Yeah, you know what 
I'm talking about. 

Independence Day- It is sometimes 
said when you and your lover have some­
thing special there are fireworks. And 
there's no day with more fiTeworks than 
the fourth of July. Declare your inde­
pendence by loving a little extra on this 
day. 

Columbus Day- The Nina, the Pinta 
and the Santa Maria - two of those are 
women's names. If you ask me, there's 
something sexual there. Chris got lost 
on his way to India and found the New 
World. In other words, good can come 
from bad. If you're "exploring" some­
thing and· happen to find something 
else, more power to you. 

I think ·I proved my point and will 
stop there at the risk of sounding truly 
offensive. It is not my goal to promote 
promiscuous sex. Rather, for those who 
do have a special someone, I want to 
offer alternatives to Feb. 14. 

Test your mettle with Valentine Trivia 

1 

Down 

Orgin of the language of flowers. (14) 

2 Thanks Pope, for today. (8) 

3 "I love you," flowers. (8) 

4 Roman Festival (10) 

6 Seattle's Valentine red band. (7) 

7 Valentine ~~" , The hearts reseJXe. in 
Cali . (4) --

8 Valentine was one of the most popular 
saints here? (7) 

13 God oflove. (5) 

Across 

5 Host the Heart of the City Bull Bash. (8) 

9 Prosecllted the Saint. (8,2) 

10 Send an arrow. (5) 

11 Goddess of Marriage (4) 

12 "A letter form Death Row" (4,9) 

14. Chicago Mob Valentine's day. (7) 

If you thinK you have got what it takes and you feel you have solved the crossword, call the CT to claim you r prize. 

Come on, everyone loves free pizza! All it will take is a few minutes, and a pen or penciL If you feel truly inspire 
by this work of greatness and wish to work for. the CT, please call 828-1058 or e-mall CTVCU@hotmmLcom 
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Day of love reqliires 
proper mood.music 

For -some/holi~ay causes 
more pain than ioy 

Russell de Leon 
CT STAFF WRITER 

Welcome to Cheesy Love Song" lOI. 
In honor of Valentine's Day, I've com­

piled a list of 13 sensual sonnets to play 
with your pallet. 

So, In no particular order 
1. "Sexual Healing" and ','Let's Get 

It On" by Marvin Gaye - Noteworthy 
mood-setting selections guaranteed to 
break the ice any time. 

2. "Crush" by the' Dave Matthews 
Band - Simply, one of the sexiest songs 
ever recorded. . 

3. "Turn the Lights Down Low" ·by 
Bob Marley and the Wailers-"Iwant 
to give you some good, good lovin. '" Reggae 
isn't necessarily known for ballads, but 
Marley makes it work. . 

4.AnythingbyPrince - Noexplana­
tion needed. 

5. "OpenArms"byJourney -Widely 
considered the first power ballad. Do your­
self a favor, pop this one in and' listen to 
Steve Perry go. 

6. "Crazy Love" by Van Morrison ­
This song expresses what happens what 
truly happens when you fall in love: you go 
crazy! It's not a lways a bad thing, 

7. "Flower" by Liz Phair - Whew! 
Talk about sexy songs!! I don't know if! can 
repeat any of the lines from the song, but 
it's great. It's a highpoint on one ofthe most 
honest albums ever written, "Exile in 
Guyville." 

8. "Wake Me Up Before You Go Go" 
by Wham! - "Cuddle up, babylMove in 
tightlWe'll go dancing tomorrow nightiit's 
cold out there, but'it's warm in bedlfhey 
can danceIWe'll stay home instead." How 
about tile chorus for you? "Wake me up 
before you go golDon't leave me hanging on 

like a yo-yo." C'mon!! That oozes sexuality. 
9. "Borderline" by Madonna - Ok, 

it's not Madonna's sexiest song or her best 
song. It may not even be a truly great love 
song. However, something about the song 
makes me want to slow it down, give it a 
hip-hop beat, loop the hook and add a great 
R&B voice. If! can ever get that produced, 
you'll see what I mean. 

10. "Misguided Angel" by the Cow­
boy Junkies - Wow! Ifthis doesn't truly 
express lovingsomeone, than nothingdoes. 
The band weavesa beautiful story with the 
song lyrics. I recommend the version taken 
off''Trinity Sessions." ' 

.ll. "The Luckiest" by Ben Folds­
Very few writers have been as honest and 
autobiographical in recents years as Folds. 
The three or four albums, depending on 
how you're counting, released by Ben Folds 
Five were filled with songs of love lost, 
certainly the resultofFolds' first two failed 
marriages. On his first solo release, "Rockin' 
the Suburbs," Folds finally found love in 
his wife and their son. This song, the final 
track on the album, would be cheesy and 
corny written by ariyone else. However, 
written and performed by Folds, it comes 
off as heart-felt and sacred. 

12. "Come Pick Me Up" by Ryan 
Adams- An ironic love song. Ryan yearns 
for the one that got away - haven't we a ll 
been there before. 

13. "I'm a Slave for You" by Britney 
Spears - I don't like the girl, but I can't 
deny her looks. This is by far her most 
sexual song to date. 

(and incidentally No. 14 for Feb. 14 ) 

14. "Everything I Do" by Bryan 
Adams - A poetic piano piece promising ' 
paSSIOn. 

Kelly Pruitt 
CT STAFF WRITER 

Do the sight of fresh flowers, heart­
shaped boxes ofcan~yand ~eliriously happy 
couples make you want to puke? Well, 
you're not alone. 

. "1 hate Valentine's Day," said Kari 
Magner, sophomore at VCU. ''Why should 
you have one day to show your love? You 
should love everyday." 

For every couple sitting in the Student 
Commons looking longingly into each 
other's eyes, there's at 'least one person 
wearing sticking pins into a voodoo doll 
outside his or her ex's bedroom window. If 
you're one of those people, here's a few 
ways to spend Feb .• 14, anti-Valentine's 
Day-style. 

The best place for the sick-at-heart to 
start theanti-Valentine's Day festivities is 
the Internet. There are many Web sites 
such as "the Alt.Suicide.Holiday 
Valentine's Day Survival Kit" and ''Ron's 
Anti-Valentine's Day Wake" filled with 
essays, stories for the dumped, insulting e­
cards and games that involve shooting 
down Cupid. 

Want to avoid the Valentine'sDaycrowd 
altogether? Why not curl up with a good 
book? MSN.com says books are easier to 
pick up, easier to take to bed and easier to 
rebound from once it's over. The Web site 
suggests books such as "Looking for Mr. 
Right" by Bradley Trevor Grieve, "How To 
Spot A Bastard By His Star Sign: The 
Ultimate Horrorscope" by Adele Lang and 
Susi Rajah and "Naked Pictures of My Ex­
Girlfriends: Romance in the '70s" by Mar.k 
Helfrich. 

Nothing's more unromantic than a his­
tory lesson. So reading up on the St. 
Valentine's Day' massacre of 1929, the 

bloodiest, most spectacular mob hit in his­
tory, may be just what you need. 

If reading doesn't cure the Valentine's 
Day blues how about a movie? MSN.com 
has a whole list ofless-than romantic mov­
ies including "First Wives Club," "So I 

. Married an Axe Murderer" and "Basic In­
stinct." Nothing says "I love you" more 
than an ice pick through the heart. 

One of the biggest complaints of 
Valentine's Day is that the holiday caters 
toHallmarkcardsand chocolate and flower 
shops more than actual love. 

"One also can't help but theorize that at 
one point in history, these three powers 
met and decided to make this one day, 
February 14 open season, deeming it 
Valentine's Day," said Jared ClarY, fresh­
man atVCU. 

"The holiday was slyly masked in a 
rouse oflove and friendship," he added. 

For the rest of you who feel that way, 
there's a slew of Anti-Valentine's Day gifts 
for that not so specia l someone. 
Halfbakery.com lists ideas including artis­
tically pre-withered black-dyed roses, 
black-frosted cookies in the shape of bro­
ken hearts - complete with jagged edges 
down the middle and black candy hearts 
with messages like "No way," "Don't even 
think about it," "Are you kidding?" and 
''You're doomed to die alone." 

Feelingthe need to be social but want to 
spend it with other Valentine's Day hat­
ers? Bring a picture of your ex girl or boy 
friend to Pud~in' Heads located at 1211 W. 
Main sf. and get in free. 

Just remember that Valentine's Day is 
like any other day. Itonly lasts 24 hours. So 
sit back,. relax and watch "Sleepless in 
Seattle" or "Texas Chain saw Massacre," 
whatever gives you that warm and fuzzy 
feeling on this day of bliss and torture. 

For porn star, no request is too bizarre 
©U-WIRE 

Roni Raye is not your average porn star. 
Everqhoilgll"the 35-year-old Indiana 

woman has been in the sex industry for 
eight years, she hasn't slept with any man 
besides her husband. 

"I can't tell. you about a hundred guys 
I've been with," she said. 'Tm a girl from 
the Midwest. I just want to show off my 
body, have fun with it and keep it light­
weight." 

Raye's industry experience began when 
her first husband suggested they take some 
pictures. Raye was working as a dental 
assistant and was bored with her job, 'she 
said. 

"We took some pictures and they turned 
out fairly well. I was like'Oh, OK. What the 
hel]?' I'm an exhibitionist. I like showing 
off," she said. 

The couple sent the pictures to some 
amateur magazines, and then Raye began 
appearing in them. Then, the publisher of 
Velvet magazine called her. 

"He starts having phone sex with me. I 
thought 'there's something wrong here.' 
Later I found out that that was his kink. He 
liked to get girls that hadn't been in the 
business to get them to engage in phone sex 
with him. And ifhe was turned on enough, 
he'd get them to come out there." 

Raye was invited to New York for a 
photoshoot, and even though she had so!"e 

reservations about Raye says she gets all sorts . "He wanted to do the toaster or whatever," she said. 
going, she took the things that I didn'-t re- Raye said thah4e videos give her the 
offer. of strange video requests, ally want to do," she most trouble. Men propose ideas for cus-

"Itoldthem'I'm such as , the men who order said. tomizedvideos,andshepreparestnevideo 
n~t going to have She moved to Indi- for them. 
sex ' with a'nybody vi4eos of her getting hit in ana, where she met a "There are times where I've faked or-
just to get in a the face with pies. "I had man she married ayear gasms, of course. You do it because you 
magaZIne, you can later, and who she is - want to get it over with. It'sjust not inter-
forget it,'" she said. another guy who just wanted still married to today. esting to you that day," she said. 

The publisher a video of my nose. There's She said her new Raye says she gets all sorts of strange 
assured herthathe husband is supportive video requests, such as the men who order 

.just wanted to pho- nothing sexual about that." of her work, as long as videos of her getting hit in the face with 
tograph her. she is happy with it. pies. 

As for her par- _ Roni Raye "I want to do this "I had another guy who just wanted a 
ents, Raye told butIwanttodothison · video of my nose. There's nothing sexual 
them what was going on. my own terms," she told him. about that." 

"My mom would of course rather me be Raye co"tinued to do solo videos. She She estimates callers are between the 
a dental assistant or awriterlike a wanted began to receive flack from others in the ages of26 and 45 and that 75 percent of 
to be, but she dealt with it because she industry, who said she wouldn't make them are married or have girlfriends. Some 
loves me," she said. But Raye's step-father money if she continued to only sell solo lesbians and couples ~all her, and some 
was less than supportive. products. wives often call her looking for advice. 

Raye was fired from the dental office "I kept saying that I can do anything 1 Shesaid she receivesabout200 pieces of 
soon after the photos were published. want. And that's about the time the Internet mail a week, which she hopes to contribute 

To help compensate for her job loss, she came about," she said. to a book she plans to write. 
began selling videos, both solo and with Now, Raye publishes catalogs, custom- Although the busi'ness has been posi-
her husband. Afterwards, she started a izes videos (starting at $150 for 30 min- tiveforherandherhusband'ssexlife,Raye 
phonesexlineandsellingproductsthrough utes),and,operatesaphonesexhotlineand said she's still a normal person. 
a fan club she and a friend began. a Web site. "When I go outside, I still go grocery 

"I was like, 'guys want to buy my pant- "There is a five minute minimum on the shopping. I still go to movies. I cook and 
iesT1had never heard of such a thing," she phone, but! had a guy that talked for only clean my house like anybody else. I don't 
said. ' 20 seconds. I like those kind of guys be- walk around in sexy lingerie all the time." 

Soon, Raye left her husband. .ca1)S.!" ; c<lnge,t bacl<tQ puttiQglJlY tOfl~t, in . • •• ,. ,.,. ., " • •• . . ,.·.·.·.v.· . .,.tJ.,.,.\U.~.,;}~;.6.~ WJA~.J.J.M[· j 
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Celica­
The Inside story 

On the outside, it's easy to see that Celica is race-track 
inspired. But the reid excitement is on the inside ... under the 
hood. Take the Celicd GT-S ... Toyota worked "vlth Yamaha to 

,build a 1 gO HP engine redlined at 7800 RPM ... equipped it 
, =with Vari<~l;lle Valve Timing with intelligence ... a computer 

that consta~t~Y ' monitors and retunes your engine for maxi­
mum performance .. ,a cam with two sets of lobes to provide 
two ranges of valve lift and duration for more usable horse­
power. There's direct ignition for greater' reliability, .. 
iriuiurn-tipped spark plugs for reduced maintenance ... a 
stainless steel exhaust manifold ... i1 'water-cooled oil ' cooler. 
A nd mated with Toyota's 4-speed electronical ly-controlled 
automatic "Sportsh ift" , you get transmission shift switches 
on the steering wheel. .. just I!ke Formula 1 race cars. Sweet. 

Thursday, February 14, 2002 

www.gettoyota.com 
Driving a new Toyota is easier than ever -

because now your Toyota dealer has a spec ial college grilduate 
financing program available thru Toyota Financi,ll Services 

that offers a lot of great advantages. 

So if you 're withi n 4 months of graduat ion ... or if you graduated 
within the past two years . . See y'our Toyota dealer for details. 



Of course, using condoms is the only way to 

protect yourse lf against HIV/AIDS or other 

sexua lly transmitted diseases, but make sure 

you're also as protected as possible against 

pregnancy. That's why more women than ever 

are choosinq Depo-Provera-it's 99.7% effective 

when administered on time every 3 months. 

Depo-Provera doesn't protect you from HIV/AIDS 

or other sexually transmitted diseases. 

Some women using Depo-Provera experience 

side .effects. The most common are irregular 

periods or spotting. Many women stop having 

See what Depo-Provera is all about. 
Call toll free 1-866-519-0EPO or visit 
www.depo-provera.com. 

periods altogether after a few months and some 

may experience a slight weight gain. You shouldn't 

use Depo-Provera if you cou ld be pregnant, if you 

have had any unexplair)8d periods, or if you have a 

history of breast cancer, blood clots, stroke, or 

liver disease. When using Depo-Provera, there 

may be a possible decrease in bone density. 

Depo-Provera is not only one of the best ways to 

protect yourself from pregnancy, it's also one of 

the simplest. Ask your health care professional if 

prescription Depo-Provera is right for you. 

Birth cOt'\-trol ~ou -thit\k ae.ou-t jus-t y.. )( a ~ear. 

Please see important product information on adjacent page. 

© 2002 Pharmacia Corporation UX001994701 .!/02 

--
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fSirth cOr>-tr-ol jOU -thir"\k aB>ou-t: jus-t '-1-)( a ')ear: 

medroxyprogesterone acetate injectable suspension 
DEPO· PROVERA" Contraceptive Injection 
(medroxyprogesterone acetate inlectable suspension, USP) 

This product is intended to prevent ,pre'gnancy. at does not protect against HIV 
infection (AIDS) and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

What is DEPO-PROVERA Contraceptive Injection? 

i~~~:~~T~ct';0~r~~f)t':~ t~~~~;:kl~/u;~~ a~ o~~~\~~r~t3~m;~~~sl( I ~i:~~). ~~ 
continue your contraceptive protection, you must return for your next mlectJon promptly at the 
end of 3 months (13 weeks). DEPO-PROVERA contains medroxyprogesterone acetate, a 
chemcal similar to (but not the same as) the natural hormooeprogesterone, which IS produced 
by your ovanes dunng the second half of your menstrual cycle. DEPO-PROVERA acts by 

~~~t~~~f c~;: i~~~~~ ~a:;~;~i~~el~ ~~ ~~! ~~ ~~I~'~ ~%mn!~yOVDE~O~~O~~~ 
also causes changes In the II00ng of your uterus that make it less likely ror pregnancy to occur 
How effective is DEPO·PROYERA Contraceptive Injection? 

~~:c~~~ ~~~~P~=~V:X~ly~~r.~~~'~~e~n~e~;~~t ~T~tS orDE~~~~~~E~ 
6E~~~~6~~Jc~~~:~~'ePtlr~e 1;~~io~~~oJrofirst~Je~~i~t~~~t~~ ;~:~ 6NL;r~tu rf;~ 
the first 5 days of a nonna~ menstrual penod: ONLY wrthm the first 5 days after childbirth If not 

-" breast-feed lns; qnd, If excluSively breast-feed ing, ONLY at the Sixth week after chi ldbirth. It IS a 

~ ~E~6~ffiO~~~~~nt~!~~~~~~~~; 0!~9~7t:fk~i!t. j;~n~n~hon~ ~f7:ee~~~~~~\~ 
methods of birth control aV<lllabie. this means that the ayerage annual pregnancy rate IS less than 
one for every 100 women vrno.uSe C?EPO-PROVERA. The effectiveness of most contraceptive 
methods depends In part on how reliably each woman us~ the method, The effectiveness of 

~j~~;~~~~~~ ~~f:~~c~~n~r:J~~ ~~;e~~t~~n~~:~~ mDE~J~o~ f~~~ero~~:r 
contraceptive methods and give you the Information you ~d 10 order to decide which 
contraceptlve method IS the nght chOICe for you. 

The following table sItows the ~rcent of women who got pregnmt wl;lile using different kinds of 
contracept ive methods. It gives both the lowest expected rate of pregnancy (the rate expected 

(~7c~~I~. ~hwr:t~a,~~~;~~~t~~!:t~dlo~~t~oe.C~ I~~a~~r~: ~~~~~~ 
because they did not follow the directions exactly) 

Percent of Women Experiencing an Accidental Pregnancy 
in the First Year. of Continuous Use 

Method 
DEPO·PROVEAA 
Imp!ants(NOlpi<lnt) 

F'.lmale steriTiza\lon 

Oral contra<;ept'''''' (p'M) 

IUD 

Combined 

f'rogerusert 
Copper T 380A 

C<:>n<Iom (....ithoul spermcode) 

o;aphragm(withspermtC~) 

C".-voca l ca 

Sp=nicode aT<:>ne 

VagonaTSp<:>nge 

used l>eforech<ldbirth 

usedafterchildborth 

No method 

Lowest 
Expected 

0.3 

0.2" 

0.2 
0 1 

0. 1 

OS 

2.0 
08 

o;o.uce. Trussellel ai, Qbsrer Gynecol, 1990:76.558-567 

'From Norplant~ pad'''ge Insert 
Who should not use DEPO~PROVERA Contraceptive Injection? 

Typical 
0.3 

0,2' 

0. 15 

" " " 20 
21 

" 28 

Not all women should uS!" DEPO-PROVERA. You should not use DEPO-PROVERA if you have 
anx of the followmg conditions: 
• !f you think you might be pregnant 
• If you have any vagiOal bjeeding Without a known reason 

1 r I.f''' 

• If you have had cancer of the breast 
• If you have had a stroke 
• 1/ you have or h.ive had blood .clots (phlebjtis) in your legs 

: :~ ~~ ~~vearfe~~~et~sD1~~J~~ ~=d:::~erone acetate or any of ~ other 
IOgre<hents). . 

What other things should I consider before using OEPO-PROVERA 
Contraceptive Injection? 

~~o~n~te~1 ~~I~~ak~~;;~~~~~~~~z~~~~~rof:c~~~~iPO-PROVERA. It is 
• a family history of breast cancer 
• an abnormal mammogram (breast x-ray). fibrocystic breast disease. breast nodu l~ or lumps, or 

bleeding from your nipples 
• kidney disease 
• irregular or scanty menstrual periods 
• high blood pressure 
• migraine headaches 
• asthma -
• epilepsy (convulsj~s or seizures) 
• diabetes or a family history of diabetes 
• a history of depreSSIon 
• if you are takin~ any prescription or over-the-counter medications 
This _product IS Intended. to prevent pregnancy. It does not protect against 
transmission of HIV (A!DS) and other sexually transmitted .diseases such as 
chlamydia, genital herpes, genital warts, gonorrhea, hepatitis B, and syphilis. 

What if I want to "become pregnant after using DEPO·PROVERA Contraceptive 
Injection? 
Because DEPO-PROVE~ is a long-acting birth cont~ method. rt takes some time aft~r your last 
injection for Its effect to wear off, Based on the results from a large study done In the Unrted Stat~. 
for 'NOfI"Ien who stop usjng DEPO-PROVERA in order to become pregnant, it is expected that 
about half of~hose wtlo become pregnant Wlil do so,in about 10 months after their last Injection: 
about two thirds of those who become pregnant will do so in about 12 months; about 83% of 
those who t;>ecome p.regnant will do so in about 15 months: and about 93% of those ~ become 

~~~~~~,~a~~ ~n~ ~ft~~r 1::~=~I~~~h of ~;~~~ 
What are the risks of using DEPO.~ROVifRA Contraceptive Inj~n? ,. 

+.~~eg~~~~Meff':t/1.J{J~B~~~~';f . most, frequently by women who '7se DEPO-PROVERA ~or 
DE~:~~~~E~a r~~n~ig~~ ~~ ~r::~ ~~s:eru~f ~e'fOI~~: ~n~~ ~~~ o~la~sl~~ 
unpredictable bleedlOg or spotting, an increase or decre~ In menstrual bleedlOg, or no ~eeding 
at alt Unusually heavy or continuous blee<1!';St however. IS not a, usual effect of DEPO·PROVERA; 

D~~~R~J~J~~~I~f~e J~u~~t~~~nT~~;~;;~~~~~~nc~p~:: 
In cllnl",f studl~ of DEPO-PRcJVERA, 55% of the women studied reported no menstrual 
bleeding (amenormea) after I year of use. and 68% of the.women st,udted reported no menstrual 
~eedllJg after 2 years of use. The . reason that your penods stop IS because DEPO·PROVERA 
causes a resting state In your o,vanes. When your ovanes do not release an egg monthly. the 
regular month l~ growth of the hnlOg of your uterus does not occur and, therefore. the bleeding 

~~O~OVE~;:; r:~I~~~~~s~~innt~~~!r:~~ its~n~i~~cI:oP usmg 

~~f ~k~o~~OfEAA may be associated with a decrease in the amount of mineral stored in 
ro:ur bones. ThiS could increase your risk of c!eveltng bone fractures. The rate of bone mineral 

~~J~~~e~/~g~~~:;~~ ~~i~~~~~OVE use, but after that, it beg;ns t~ resemble the 

3.Cancer 
Studies of women who have used different forms of contraception found that women who used 
DEPO·PROVERA for contraception had no increased overall risk of developing cancer of the 
breast:ovary. uterus. cef"VIx. or liver. However. women under 35 years of age whose first exposure 
to DEPO-PROVERA waswrthln the Prevtous <\ to 5 years may have a s1ttly Increased ~sk.of 

~I~~~~~~c'::p~:=~r~m l la:r to that seen wrth ora! cootraceptrves. You S oUld. diSCUSS thiS with 

~~~~~b1~~~O~RA is such, an effective contraceptive method, the nsk of accidental 
pregnancy for women who get thelfShots regularly (everx 3 rY\OI}thS [13 weeks])!s very low. 
Vl/hile there have been reports of an Increased nsk of low birth weight and neonatal Infant death 
or other health problem,s in infants conceived close to the time of injection, such pregnancies are 
uncommon, If you think you may have become pregnant while using DEPO-PROVERA for 
contraceptlon, see your health·care provider as soon as posSible, • 

. ~:"['-g!( 'k cctior.s 
Some ',',omen using DEPO-PROVERA Contraceptive Injection have reported severe . and 

~~~~~ li~l~h:a:'nfud~~'~~ct~r~~ow; ~1~~~h~~'S,t~~~td~~~~~, ~~~~i~~ 
dlfficuft les. and a drop In blood pressure. _ 

6.Orher Rr.ik5 
Women who use honnone-based contraceptiv~ may have an increased risk of blood clots or 
stroke. Also, if a. contraceptive method fails, there is a possj~ility that the fertilized egg will begin 

~~I I~~~o~:C~re o;!S:rei~~O~~~i~~r~r~r;=rJ~;:~~ I~~ i~~t~: ~~~ should 

~:~~a:lp~ie!OI~!ct~~~ signal problems while using OEPO-PROVERA 

~fa!bfPo_'PR~~EAA provider immediately if any of th~e problems occur fol lowing an injection 

• sharp chest pain, coughing up of blood, or sudden shortness of breath (indicating a possible clot 
In the lung) 

• sudden severe headache or vo~iting, dizziness or ,fai~ting. problems with your eyesight Of 

speech, weakn~s. or numbn~s In an arm, or leg (Indicating a posslbje stroke) 

: ~~al~a~e~~s:'a~:~~ ~~n~a!f (Indicating a posSIble clot In the leg) 

• severe pain or tenderness lO,ttle lower abdominal area 

YJh~f~~~\h:np~~sibl~~,~ge~:Ct~nb?DE~~:PROVERA Contraceptive Injection? 
I.WeightGaln 

~~,~n\e~~e:~ aD8t~~~v~ei~~n~~ t~~~sg ~~?;:~~i~~ga~~~:; 5t~~~: 
dunng the first year of use. You may cootinue to gain ~Ight after the fi rst year. Women In one 
large study who u>ed DEPO-PROVERA for 2 years gained an ¥rage.J.otal of 8.1 pounds over 
those 2 years. or iKroxlmately 4 pounds per yea~ Women who continued for 4 years gained an 

:e~a~~~~~~; ~o~ r~~~ ~=~~~~~~~ ~~:pclx:&ste~;dr~s f::~';;~ 
2~8:~s:ez~~ pounds per yea~ 
In a clinical study of over),9{X) women who used DEPO-PROVERA for up to 7 years, some 

DEPO~PRb~(Ri t~~~~;~:~ ~~~~ ~~~~~~. ~;:da~~ :~eu~~:~~~;;:,n~i 
d~t!~g/~I~t:~~~st o~~fi~~~n~~~:S~~~a~~~~~n~~ff~ ~=;'. o~af~:~~ 
backache. depreSSion, insomnia acne, pelVlc pain, no hair growth or exc~~ve hair Ic:ss. rash. hot 
flashes. and JOint pain. Other problems were reported by very few of the women In the chnKal 
trials. but some, of these cou!d be seriOUs. These include convulsions. jaundice. urinary tract 
infectJOns, allergIC reactions. fainting, paralysis, osteoporosiS, lack of return to ferti lity. deep vein 
thrombosis, pulmonary embolus, breast cancer, or cef"VIcal cance~ If these or any otht:r rmhlf""l'lS 

occur dunng your use of DEPO·PROVERA, diSCUSS them With your health-care provtde! 
Sho.uld any r,recautions be followed during use of DEPO·PROVERA 
Contraceptive njection? 
JMissedPeriods ' 

~7~s~~~:uc~~~~~~Erro~R~~~;C::Cni~~~/~E~d.~b~r~<1~r~~tfo~; 
regularly every 3 months (13 weeks), then you are P.robably not pregnant However, if you think 
that you may be pregnant, see your health-care provtdef . 
2,Labomtory Test Jmeroctions 

~rro:PROv~~I~~/~0~0~~~~~~!~~ t~l~u~~:~~c~r:e~~t~ ~~sa7uc~i~~ 
DEPO-PROVERA.· 
3.DrugJmeroctions 
Cytadren (aminoglutethimidet is an anticancer drug that may significantly decrease the 
effectiveness of DEPO·PROV~RA if the two drugs are given during the same time. 
4.Nur.;ingMother.; 
Although DEPO-PROVERA can be.passed to the nursjng infant in the breast milk. no harmful 
effects have been found In these children. DEPO-PROVERA does not prevent the breasts from 

b~O:ip~~~ t~a~; pt;:;~ ~ni~7a~tgi~t!~7st =~;:~i~~~~,~e~~I;~~n~n~ii 
~~ft:r:ir~~~f~hof~li)~p5~~~6~~~°d'!n~~~~~ti~~i~l:~tion? 
~he recommended dose, of DEPO-PROVERA is 150 mg every 3 months (13 weeks) given in a 

~tf~~i~~m~r~~~I~i~~i'~~~i~ ~~~t?~ ~R~~~'j~~i::k~S~i~~ha6~~;~u:i~rfi~~ 
~~~-P~O~E~ tWS~U~ ~~~~I:hi:;~ ~~~;ftn;r ~h~~::~7f ~ ~~~;~b~~~~(~~i~;;;: 
6 weeks after ch l ld bl rt~ If you are exclu~lve~ brea~t·feedlng. If rau wait longer than 3 mo~ths 
(13 weeks) between InJections. or longer than 6 weeks after delivery, your health-care pr"OVlder 
should determine that you are not pregnant before giV1ng you your If1Jectlon of DEPO-PROVERA. 

R:x only CB-7-S 

" ~~~~~~ia 

Like being belittled and made fwt of? 

Fancy having your Journalistic 
integrity questioned? 

The Commonwealth Times is 
looking for News and Feature 

writers. 

Contact Ty and Holly 
for more information. 

1 828-1058 
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Questions 
1) What are your plans 2) How do you feel 
for Valeritine's Day? about the holiday? Is it 

a big deal? 

SIgn major 
l)"My roommates and I plan to cook 

a big dinner for four special females." 
2)" I feel that it's another day to be 

that special someone. It's not a big 
deal to me because everyday should be 
special· you shouldn't just pick one day 
to love that ·person." 

MarkSmith, senior, accounting major 
1) "Supposed to be helping one of my 

friends serve dinner at the Family Resto­
ration Church of God and Christ. They 
are having a dinner for couples there. 
Also my fraternity will be handing out 
roses to the young ladies around campus­
Iota Phi Theta." 

2) "It's a time where businesses make 
money off of people who want to show their love to 
their loved ones and they forget there are another 
364 days to show your affection." 

Tiffani Turner , 
freshman, biology 
major and Chanika . 
Stovall, freshman, bi­
ology major 

l)"Nothingreally. 
We wanted to spend 
time with our boy­
friends but they live 
in different parts of 

the state - mine lives in Farmville and Chanika's 
in South Boston, Va.," Turner said. 

"We'll probably hang out with them 'over the 
weekend but not on Thursday," Stovall added. 

2)" I think it's a day you spend expressing your 
love and showing how much you care for someone 
and appreciate what they do for you. Yeah it's a big 
dea l because you want to spend the time with that 
person but if you're far away from them it's hard ," . 
Turner said. 

said. 

major 
1) "I haven't made any plans as of 

yet!" 
2) "Usually don't pay much atten­

tion to it. It's not a big deal to me at all. 
It's pretty muchjustanother commer­
cialized holiday." 

Veronica Corey, 
sophomore, psychol­
ogy major and Laura 
Erickson, sophomore, 
kinetic imagery ma­
jor 

1) "We are going to 
go out with a bunch of 
our girlfriends and go 
eat dinner," Corey 

2) "I don't really like it because I have never had 
a boyfriend during Valentine's Day," Corey, said. 

" It'sjust kind oflike any other day that goes by." 
"It's interesting to see how far couples will go to 

impress one another for Valentine's Day," Erickson 
said. 

Carrie Collier; senior, criminaljus­
tiee major 

1)" My boyfriend's in Korea s6 I am 
expecting cards and pictures from him. 
He is in the air force and it'll be five 
years on Valentine's Day that we've 
been together." 

2)" I usually enjoy Valentine's Day 
cause it's my anniversary plus 
Valentine's Day too, but this year is 

gonna suck cause he's not with me, it's a big deal for 
me, since it is my anniversary too." 

,-
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Robb Crocker 

Construction 
for coHee 
A warning to those who actually 

study in Cabell Library: You soon 
may be better off studying in the 
Commons or at a fraternity party. 
Construction has already begun to 
upgrade the library. 

Soon. there will be additional com­
puter workstations and study ses­

, sian rooms as well as a new sprinkler 
and alarm systems. After all , we all 
don't want to die there. These are 

What',~ next, a bar. in tlie 
financial aid office? 

good things and neededadditions. 
What is not needed there, how­

ever, is a coffee bar. Adding a coffee 
bar is not only an example of how this 
institution wastes money but a lso a 
waste oftimc. Yes, coffee bars have 
been trendy for sometime, but does 
t he university really want people 
flocking to the "Cabell Li brary Coffee 
House?" 

As a student, would you want to ' 
have to fight t he masses in or der to 
escape the growing crowds of people 
who wi ll be smoking outside the li­
brary so you can check out a book you 
don't want to read or get away from 
your roommate and their boyfriend! 
girlfriend who are disrupting your 
s tudying? 

And speaking of smoi>ing, who is 
going to maintain the outside of the 
library once we enter the "caffeine 
zone," Smoking and loite ringoutside 
oft1J~ )~qr,!1lJYw ill increase as wiJrthe 
trash. 

Personally, I can't study at Cabell. 
I find that there are too many people 
who a ren't there to study. Some are 
surfing the net, some are socia,lizing 
and some are meeting in study groups 
that could not get a study session 
room. Having more people in there, 
hopped up on caffeine, wandering 
the stacks and smoking outside will 
guarantee that I nevershow up again. 

If the powers. that be felt that 
t here needed to be coffee at the li­
brary, then they should have invested 
in the best cotfee machine money 
could buy. In the long run, they would 
?ave save lots of money in my opin­
IOn. 

What's next, a bar in the financial 
a id office so students won't be so 
bitter when they run into the usual 
issue that t hey face there? 

SOUND OFF! WRITE A 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
AT ctvcu @'hohnail.com 

OPINION 

\' JUST BE'CAUS E" 
, t)CESN''- (nEAt'! 

YoU'~E tED 

'10U'R E HoT. " 

Patty Robbins 

Iranians rally in the streets 
On Monday, millions of Iranians ral­

lied in the streets of Tehran to cel'ebrate 
the 23"' anniversary ofthe Islamic Revolu­
tion and to attack what President Bush 
has said about their country. 

Inhis Jan. 29 State ofthe Union speech, 
Bush said that 
Iran, Iraq and 
N o"rth Korea were 

Iran, "originates from thefactthatAmerica 
or at least some of its officials see them­
selves as masters ofthe world ... Since they 
have power;theywant to force the world to 
obey them and exert pressure on countries 
that disobey." 

Khatami said that 
although Iran's lead­
ers face many differ­

all members of an 
"axis of evil~' be­
cause they were 
trying to create 
weapons of mass 
destruction. Soon 
after, angry Ira­
nians fill ed the 
streets carrying 
anti-U.S. ban­
ners, and chant­
ing, "Deat h to 
America! Death to 

"The American people have 
every right to ask their leaders 
how long should they pay the 
price for their faulty policies. 

ences in their power 
struggle between con­
servatives and re­
formists, they areuni­
fied in theirsupportof 
the 1979 Islamic revo­
lution. What policies and what rea­

sons caused the Sept. 11 at­
tacks?" MOHAMMAD KHATAMI, 

Iran's president 

The protesters car­
ried banners that read 
- in English and in 
Farsi - ''We still fol­
low the ideals of the 

Bush'" 
The president 

of Iran , Mohammad Khatami , said that 
t he rally was a response to "U.S. insults 
and trumped-up charges" against Iran. 
He then proceeded to say, ''This year, de­
spite insults to the great Iranian nation 
and the trumped-up charges against it, the 
Iranian nation has commemorated the an'­
niversary of its revolt in a greater scale 
than before." 

Khatami also said that America was 
somewhat to blame for the attacks on Sept. 
11, blamin the attacks on American for­
eign policy. Khatami said the threat to 

Islamic revolution" 
and "America cannot 
dbadamnthing." One 

man said, "As long as our revolution is 
against America, we suppo)"t it. The day 
there is peace between this country and 
America, the revolution is over." 

A nation that rampages the streets 
chanting, "Deafh to America" a nd "Dea th 
'to Bush," while carrying effigies of U nchi 
Sam must hav~some kind of an evil na­
ture. Iran's rca!!tion to what was said only 
justifies Bush's statement. I am glad that 
Iran does not have world power or else we 
would all be in the streets like them wish-
ing innocent people to die. 

LeHer to the Editor 

Is the death penalty 
necessary? 

If this question were answered by the 
Campaign to End the DeathPenalty, the 
answer would beno. Ifit were answered by 
the parents of a child that was murdered , 
then the answer more than likely would be 
yes. 

From 1989 to 1995 Jerome Townes was 
an inmate at the Powh atan Correctional 
Center. He said, "Yeah , we have ·that," 
when asked ifthey had cable television a nd 
recreationa l facilities. In pri son? If this is 
the kind of punishment that we give people 
who commit crimes, then the death pen­
alty would be a more appealing punish­
mentforakiller. "There was a commissary 
too. You can buy TV's, radios , cigarettes, 
walkmans, cosmetics and everything." 
~ Prisoners can't be pun ished for their 
crimes if living in prison is just as hospi­
table as living at home. 

In opposition to the death penalty it can 
be argued that the government is punish­
ing a crime with a crime. We are all t aught 
that killing is wrong. 

So, if we emphasize how wrong it is to 
kill, then why punish someone who does so 
by ki lling them? This is hypocrisy .. 

If a ki ller is sentenced to life, he will 
eventually die in misery. 

But, if the prisoner is killed, then all 
earthly su ffering ends -- along with the 
punishment. 
. H owever; there is a lways a middl e 

ground for comprom ise. Maybe harsher 
.pu nishments can be created for pris oners, 
or many of the luxuries they have can be 
taken away so it won't seem like the prison­
ers are "sitting pretty." 

If those who support the death penalty 
are satisfied with harsher punishments, 
then the death penalty wouldn't be an 
issue. Thosewho oppose it wi ll be sati sfi ed 
with abolishing it, si nce that's their whole 
purpose of opposition. So, is th e death 
penalty necessary? No. 

- LATASHA .JAMES 

TIlVlES 
Ty Bowers 

EXECUTIVE FDrn)l{ 

Robb Crocker 
EDITORIAL [ D1TO!{ 
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IN,O 

Emily Liu 

To tell ~ou the 
truth.· •• 

As r watched the opening ceremonies of 
the 2002 Winter Olympics, r had to wonder 
to myself how united our country really is. 
M the large section of American ath letes 
marched by, an NBC commentator men· 
tioned to the broadcast audience that the 
American figure skater Michelle Kwan 
was predicted to be the most-watched 
American winter athlete ofthe2002games. 

Followingthis, it 
was noted that 
Michelle Kwan had 
received m lich cri ti-

And when the ceremonies are over, they 
may click t.he television off and go straight 
to bed. Imagine being an athlete at the 
ceremonies for a moment; having to stand 
or. sit for hours in anticipation of the Olym­
pic procession, then having to march in the 
bitter cold under snowy conditions, and not 
returning to the athlete's village until sev­
eral hours after the program. 

This, of course, 
causes a disruption in 
your nightly routine 
paired with the fact 

cism during the 
1998 winter games 
in Nagano for not 
having marched in 
th e opening cer­
emony and for not 

It seems that maybe we are not 
as united and not as unbiased 

that nerves may steal -
another precious few 
hours from your nOT­

mal sleep mode. How 
would this affect your as we believe we are. 

having lodged in the 
designated athlete's 
village. 

r can't help but to question whether this 
criticism would have been applied 

ifKwan had been a Caucasian-Ameri­
can athlete rather t.han Asian in her heri­
tage. It seems that maybe we are not as 
united and unbiased as we believe we are. 
There are still people in this new millen­
nium, guided by their· cultural ignorance, 
that cannot help but be skeptical ofa non­
white American. 

Could it have been that Kwan , as a 
competing athlete, was more concerned 
with her health and her routine as a skater 
to responsibly decide to forgo the opening 
ceremony in Nagano? Astheaudienceviews 
the event on television, they have the luxury 
of lying comfortably back on the couch by 
the warmth ofthe heater. 

competitive mindset 
and body as an ath­
lete? Wouldn't this be 
reason enough to tie 

absent from the ce~emony? 
But. instead, we decide to criticize. We 

criticize individuals that are competing on 
our behalf because we cannot see beyond 
our prejudices. This is not, by any means: to 
say that we are all of this nature. We are 
not. We have come a long way from when 
we first started accepting racial integra­
tion. 

Still, examples like the one I've men­
tioned do occur in our society whether we 
choose to acknowledge it. The truth is, 
perhaps duringa time like the Olympics we 
can all make a greater effortto be united for 
the sake of our athletes and for the sake of 
our nation. 

Conunonwealth fifties· IS 

Emily Liu 

Fashion in fitness . 
The new trend in exercise, athletics, 

and weight loss is yoga. Everywhere you 
turn bookstores are stocked with yoga 
videotapes and instruction manuals,remi­
niscent of the Tae Bo phenomenon. Talk 
shows on television devote at least · a 
broadcast to the demonstration of a few 
3D-second yoga techniques by some per­
fectly sculpted fitness marketer. 

And the loyal audience that we are, we 
sit and watch a few of our favorite televi­
sion hosts sqy.irm 
around dressed in 
suit and tie posing 

and appearance. 
Many a time I have noticed students 

working out on fitness equipment, while 
simultaneously taking mental notes of the 
appearances of others and perhaps acci­
dentally displaying a facial gesture of ap­
proval or disapproval. And then there are 
those people that turn a visit to the gym 
into a visit to a bar, without the alcohol to 
imp.ede one's superficiality. The gym be­
comes some sort of chatting grounds for 

singles. 
I, myself, have once 

encountered a pair of 
in awkward 
stretching posi­
tions that are little 
more than a mock­
eryoftheartofyoga 
itself. 

Since when did fitness become 
afashion show? 

ladies cross my path 
as I was on a step­
machine and remark 
as they passed, "Oh 
my god! Did you see 
that girl sweat?" 

Several months 
ago, r recall seeing Oprah Winfrey show­
case supermodel Christy Turlington's new 
line of athletic wear designed specifically 
for yoga. Although I do not doubt that her 
outfits are comfortable for the practice of 
yoga, since when were sweats and a T­
shirt uncomfortable? 
, At prices nearing $50 to $150, if not 
more, for yoga ensembles, .the consumer 
must wonder ifthe investment is in fit­
ness orifitis ina trend·. Nottomention the 
fact that yoga happens to be an exercise 
that most people perform in solitude (un­
less under instruction of a fitness class), 
the need to look great while closed-eyed 
meditatingseemsdrasticallyunnecessary . 

Nevertheless, I am not surprised by the 
high fashion demands of our society even 
in the area of fitness. The Siegel Center 
seems to pose a perfect mini-example of 
the population's attitude towards fitness 

Amul Madan 

I couldn't help but 
to imagine how ignorant they were for 
their comment, and I had even purposely 
avoided the Siegel Center and was work­
ing out in the low-key Cary Street Gym! 
And still there are many that powder their 
faces and curl their hair just before enter­
ing a gym in hopes of catching some of the 
fish in the sw.eaty sea. 

The point being, since when did fitness 
become a fashion show? Some may argue 
that there is nothing wrong with finding a 
date from a selection of people at the gym 
that apparently have the same interests as 
they do. However, if you go to the gym to 
scope out girlfriendlboyfriend prospects, 

. one musfwonder if your interest is really 
in working out or making out. 

Parting Shots -, 
Today, I try something new - some: 

thing a bit out of my ordinary columns. 
·Basically, to get down to the point -
every so often my column will be a 
"parting shot" coluffi.n where I voice my 
opinion on several different things that 
I saw or heard over the previous week. 
As an inaugural topic'!"or my first - ever 
parting shots column, I'm talking 
sports. To be more specific, the VCU 
basketball game vs. ODU Feb. 9. Why? 
Well , you'll see. 

First off, I'd like to acknowledge the 
fact that the crowd at the game was big. 
Wait, not big, huge. 

Six a lumni sat behind me at the 
game. Did these particular alumni have 
school spirit? Heck no - they bashed 
VCU the entire game. For example, the . 
ODU bench had placards that had spe­
cific plays on them (I'd say at least 5 or 
6, although I'm sure t.heir were more). 
As most people that go to basketball 
games here know, we have two popular 
players on our team from Russia (L.F. 
Likcholitov and Konstantin Nesterov). 
Well, one of the graduates said during 
the game that if VCU were ever to 
make placards of all their plays, then 
they would have to do it in two lan­
guages . Now, I don't know about how 

everyone ~Ise feels about that comment, 
but I find til'il't to be i;;sulting consiile¥-" 
ing that L.F. and N esterov can speak 
perfect English. If these people weren't 
so snooty and actua lly had respect for 
VCU, they wouldn't have said that in 
the first place. Another vi le, disrespect­
ing and degrading comment they made 
regarded the dance team. After the dance 
team was done performing at halftime, 
the band leader said "give it up for the 
dance t.eam" and one of them, thinking 
he would be funny added "brought. to 
you by Hooters ," laughing. I would 
think that they would be more respect­
ful since they went t.o'this school. It 
looks like I was wrong though. What 
they commented on actually sparked a 
thought I had while writing this: In­
stead of making insulting comments 
about the players on the basketball team 
and the dance team, why don't they use 
the money tha they have to purchase 
new facilities for the students? Or maybe 
a lleviate some ofthe woes that VCU.will 
soon have after the state budget takes 
into effect. Hopefully, those that come to 
basketball games in the future -whether 
they are a lmuni or from opposing team 
- will be more respectlul. 



' . 

:Get Home Before Your Next Class. 
(Finally a wireless plan designed around where you go to schooL) 

Intro~ucing the 

SunCom Home~' Plan. 
3000 Minutes 
The MOST Anytime Minutes 400 
Plus 2600 Nirjlt and Weekend Minutes 
only 130 a month. -

Free Nationwide long Distance 
on the SunCom Digital Network 
Get Coast-to-CoHst Coverage on the SooCom Hnd AT&T 
nationwide netwOfks for on~ S 15 a month more. 

Free 
Mitsubishi BOO digital phooo,iNotes~" Ready, 

we get it: 
I-B77' £ALL SU N 

' (i ,. . .. .. ' ....... . :. 

Su.Com Store Locations Store "'our$; Mo.-FYi Sa-7p I WEEKEND HOURS; Sat 10a-op. SUIl t2n-6p ..... 
Ch *,,,i lk!: 

~~:?:~~~~~.;~ ~, 'Mt 
ff.'·ltml 

~ 
lh. t~tc ~"1 • 

\;%~}~;'l~~:~:!'tw 
li~!:~ !(W",,$u q .... 
~~ 

l:h;;"",~) "iIt 
("":_~riEdt ''l:v.u \); n <:r r,ta 
!i)(OW~"'i:hi!"fl 
IfP ~,,:~) 
INu""' lh'~, $H l"'~ 

btl~si'" A",h.rll9_ O.nllll 

%1"1.,,", • • "",,;:u-' 

!h· ~n;",.," 
1, 4.ci\iOO;.1\' 
ifli:ulHld 
':!tJIV~If)::Ji'i ~:::J'Ai",,u 

ih ........ 4: 

ft'!~~ ~~\~i;~'.~ :'~H ~1J 
Inn Mfilk..h",.\ ~ r~ ;a ri1) 

!h •• i~n_1 
1.:':.n:nn1i'f.:O t':o~~ 

~t!l )';!!~!i!!·!~t\V"~!I~ ~11 ':Wf( 
4tl Utl~ 

~'t'""h ft' 
'h>,"t~ h~Q ~~H~ 

l11~~~'ii~j~::j\; >~Q:I,.~(H.(j (~~~t 

Ilh r Aiu 
\J.»u'f' CHI.! W ~1 \,,~j~, 
lt~""'~"~I'~;-,:,.:1 r,I)H' 
IUrJ~~rrl~l tJ1 h~f) 

j~!Of)f~~' 

~~,.~:IT ~f ~) Hri Mil 

CU I po ml¢ S1S lil~ f)~' ~flS-<JOO) 

SAPP D.I .... 'A~.s •• c-.com 

:::~:!f:.; l(~I:il~~:~:;;:lf~'l~;?;:'::;~ ~~::r~~~.fl~ ~~1:~:: ;;;r.:t;!.ll~'t'''~~ i-;::;;:<~:~~:!!;::~':r;;~~:~~~:;t~(~;t;~I¥,~~~~:~~~::I:;;,;;:;~:;;!;:?i:~~:;l'~~: 
~"<lI)' ''J.1ii( ~)£(";n "j,Vt'W~d~~ h~ H :r;~ lI~.n ~,, :tQ; .. ;u .. u ,'ac-t i%« ~$~~ .'4"""' _,,'ltd'.~ vA:£"' '''':'UJ ~))., ji'.-H,"",.::t.. th ~utl.j uu:~:\ t-.i Hf,M.:(.ul ~~!;;t~J~FIt- .... "k ")H.in~ _~#~,f¥·.ln;.· ~I~ 
( :-.1\ fhl !Ai·,m.'i n .n'!:' u;\1 f~ f'l",;;IHY *~ jF","":">' Ii ,..(·.-..j:l'h ,$,,~C:"::IIt''i!ii t~ I:h I\I'*< H IH~-':U"f ~,£ ~p::.>I:'l<:r" ' ~I~ l'h"'l ~,~I j'~lI! 'l'_ ~"U~ tj~ . 1,1 fli' I~ ~ $:u{",o rh f"",,~~ ~d,i.-n u~u 
,)!<lil,'>:{). IN trH~;t; id !' 'f)1« l'A"l; Hti(~ 1";J I~.:h .. U ;Io(K~ ~u ~flwno~ .. ,. I~'~ ' ~~lfJ;':n "'~ , • 



Thursday. February 14, 2002 Commonwealth TimeJ.17 

ATTENTION BUSINESS MAJORS 
THE COMMONWEALTH TIMES 

IS 

HIRING 
AN 

ADVERTISING 
SALES REP 

BASE PAY + GENEROUS COMMISSION 
E-MAIL OR FAX OR DROP OFF RESUME 

LLBROWNL@VCU.EDU 
Fax: 828-9201 

Temple Building, 901 W. Main St., Room 1149 

Have you thought • • , C I-f - IJ 
aboutthe Incentives in a I ornla . or 

California has more financial and professional development incentives 
than any other state to assist the starting teacher in a new career. 

You chose to become a teacher to make a 
difference in the lives of children. But when 
you choose your first teaching position, 
shouldn't it be one that can make the difference 
of a lifetime for you? 

California has just signed into law the largest 
education budget in the nation's history, and 
many of the dollars are earmarked lor linancial 
incentives to make it easier for you to get here 
- and stay here. A variety of grants, bonuses, 
income tax credits and home loan assistance 
programs are offered by districts looking lor 
the best and brightest teachers. 

And inside the classroom, you'll receive 
outstanding support from state·funded 
professional development programs, 

Bring your 
teaching degree 
to California 

Our commitment to education translates into 'real 
benefits for teachers: Starting salaries of $34,000 
to $44,000 for first Yllar teachers; up to $19,000 in 
grants for education loans; no-money-down 
mortgages with low interest rates; and other 
inc ~ntives for teachers in areas of high need, 

We need you in California. It's easy to get here. 
For more information, call toll· free , ...... C.IT •• ch 
(888-225-8322) or visit our website at 
.www.cIIIIICh.cOll!. 

CalTeach 
left Coast. RighI Job,' 
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Working to educate tomorrow's politicians 
Holly Clark 

CT MANAGING EDITOR 

Looking back on her high school years, 
~armela Bills says her least favorite sub· 
ect was government. She hated every· 
:hing to do with it - history, geography, 
)olitics. 

So, years later, what does she do? Get a 
ob with the government. 

Bills, the information and public rela­
ions officer for the House of Delegates, 
)egan working at the Virgiriia Capitol in 
1982. 

"I started out as a receptionist on the 
,ighth floor of the GeneralAssembly Build­
ng, and now I'm over here at the Capitol 
IOd I absolutely love it," she said. 

A graduate of Texas Women's Univer­
,ity, Bills double-majored in business and 
,ducation. She said her mother always 
old her she had to be a teacher because "if 
my thing ever happened tomy husband I'd 
dways be able to teach." 
, After graduatiqn, Bills student taught 
md worked several years as a flight atten­
lant. She then marrIed, moving with her 
msband to Mexico City. She moved once 
nOTe to Venezuela before settling down in 
~ichmond, with her husband and two chil­
Iren. 

Once in Richmond, she was urged by a 
riend to get a part-time job to "keep me 
'usy during the day," she said. Soon after, 
he took a receptionist job with the Gen­
ral 

"When I first moved here I didn't know 
the names of counties, what VCU was, 
nothing," Bills said. "I didn't know anyone 
either, so I was just nice to everyone - ' 
legislators, lobbyist, reporters-everyone." 

After several years, Bills accepted ajob 
in the Capitol as the information desk 
clerk. Another woman then occupied her 
old desk on the eighth floor. The woman 
soon "questioned" some of the things Bills 
left in her desk. 

"It was so 
funny," Bills 
said. "I mark 
everything 
with 'C. Bills'­
my initials. 
And the lady 
was like 'I know 
what House 
Bills are and 
what Senate 
Bills are, but 
what are C. 
Bills?''' Bills 
said she often 
gets teased Bills 
about her 
name. 

Kent Brockwell 

After the move, Bills' new front-deskjob 
involved answering phone calls, guiding 
lost visitors and helping trackdown infor­
mation requested by the public. 

With the coming of the Internet, how­
ever, Bills said her job took a dramatic 

No was she to the 

phone, answering questions about bills 
and giving out legislator's information. 
People were able to access all they needed 
via the Internet and slowly, the phone calls 
lessened. . 

This gave Bills more time to focus on her 
true love - helping children understand 
how the gave'rnment works. 

"I would see kids come in here lots of 
times with school groups and look so lost," 
she said. "Sometimes they are overlooked 
here. I wanted to change that." 

Bills then created the "Chamber Pre­
sentation Program:: a program offering 
school groups and children tours of the 
Capitol, information on how a bill becomes 
a law and participation in a mock legisla­
tive session. 

"The program takes them through the 
whole process on their level," she said. "It's 
easy for them to relate to and, of course, 
watching them role-play is adorable." 

Bills has also developed several other 
programs, including one geared toward 
the Standards of Learning tests and an­
other detailing the history ofthe Capitol on 
colored bookmarks. 

"She's been very instrumental here and 
always has innovative ideas," said Gail 
Schenek, fiscal officer for the House of 
Delegates. "And she always has a smile on 
her face." 

DickLung, theHouseomelegate'sdoor­
keeper, added, "She's a ni,e lady, espe­
cially in such a hectic job." 

• 
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Texas A&M battles Vagina Festival controversy 

©U-WIRE 

Texas A&M University ollicials said 
Monday they will honor the freedom of 
expression 'ofstudents who plan to hold a 
Vagina Festival on campus despite the 
possibly offensive nature of the group's 
activities, 

Conservative and Christian groups have 
been in contact with the University to 
express disapproval of the festival, which · 
is planned alongside performances of "The 
Vagina Monologues" to celebrate V-Day on 
Feb. 14. A&M's V-Day activities join more 
than 800 worldwide events, 550 on college 
campuses, to combat violence against 
women. 

Games and resource tables will be set 
up Feb. 13 and 14 in a free speech area at 
Academic Plaza. But University officia ls 
say the coritent of certain games and .con­
tests, with titles such as "Pin the Clit," 
"Dress Your Own Vagina"and "Best Moan," 
may be offensive to some. 

"Allowing this festival on campus is a 
matter of honoring the principles offree­
dam' of speech and freedom of expression," 
a University spokesperson said Monday in 
a press' release. 

The University is not withdrawing its 
support from the three performan~es of 
"The VaginaMonologues,"butollicialsmet 
with students planning the festival Mon­
day to ask that they rethink the games. 
A&M V-Day Campus Coordinator Laura 

Hall said University Relations Director state member of the Young Conservatives 
CYnthia Lawson asked her Monday ifshe of Texas and a senior political science ma­
would end plans for the festival in light of . jor. "They claim to be advancing the female 

- calls to the administration objecting to the cause, but it's vulgar and obscene." 
festival and the use of the word "vagina." Rushing said he voiced his concerns to 

"The University's stance is that they administration when he fiTst heard plan-
don't have a problem ning was in the 
with the 'Mono- works for V-Day. 
logues,'" said Hall, a He said he was 
junior industrial dis- told not to worry 
tribution major. "But aboutit. Rushing 
they say they don't see also said he is not 
how our festivities fae- an unaware critic 
tor in to the perfor- - he said he has 
mance 

Hall said the festi­
val would go on as 
planned. 

filth ... They claim to be 
advancing the female cause, but 
it's vulgar and obscene" 

seen parts of "The 
Vagina Mono­
logues." 

The Depart­
ment of Food Ser­

_ vices last week 
removed folding 
fliers advertising 
V-Day and festi­
val events from 
tables at its es­

Lawson was un­
available for comment 
Monday. 

"Isn't it funny how 
saying 'vagina' on this 
campus gets everyone 
in a tizzy," Hall said. "People ask if we're 
trying to do this for shock value, which of 
course is not the intent. Saying 'vagina' at 
Texas A&M is shock enough." 

V-Day is meant to target women who 
could be susceptible to abuse or sexual 
exploration before they become victims, 
she said. 

But critics say the festival does not have 
a place on campus. 

"I think it's radical, leftist propaganda 
- feminist filth ," said David Rushing, a 

LaShelle, 
As sisters we have that special 
connection. 
We understand each other beyond 
perfection. 
At first you were thinking a little 
sister wasn't a good idea, 
But now I think you are glad that I 
am here. 
The moments we share are not 
rare, 
Believe it or not, those moments 
show me you care. 
If you didn't know you are about 
to know, 
I love you more than any words 
could show. 
Love, 

YOUR LrITLE SISTER 

Mom, 
You gave me energy when I was 
weak, 
And gave me support that bal­
anced me on my feet. 
When I was sick you were my 
doctor and nurse, 
With all these remedies up your 
sleeve, but the best one you 
chose first . 
When feeling depressed and 
stressed, 
You are my psychologist, my 
number one, my only, and the 
best. 
The love you give is so warm and 
true, 
I may rarely say it, but I love you. 
Love, 

Y<lUR [)AUGHTER 

-David Rushing 

tablishments just days after they were 
placed there by Hall and the cast of the 
Monologues. Hall said she was told Food 
Services did not want any of its patrons to 
think the department endorsed the V,Day 
activities. 

Even the festival's planned beneficiary, 
Phoebe's Home, a battered women's shel­
ter in the Bryan-College Station area, asked 
for its name to be removed from all promo­
tional material. Leaders of V-Day's stu-

Der1"ick, 
The love I have for .you will never 
perish. 
The sacred moments with you I 
will always cherish. 
Through rough times we learn to 
forgive or forget 
But these feelings I have for you I 
will never regret. 
"Love of a lifetime," I see written 
all over your face. . 
When you came in my life, my 
past was erased. 
Love is a word that is often 
abused, . 
I mean this from the bottom of my 
heart, I love you. 
Miss you, love you and always 
thinking about you. 

TRINA 

Dad, 
The blood we share is not the 
same, 
My real daddy left me with you a 
dime to my name 
You treated me like your own. 
And gave me good advise that I 
couldn't have learned alone. 
You served as the father figure in 
my life, 
I served as a daughter in which 
you've made sacrifices. 
One thing that will always be true, 
Regardless of the situation I will 
always love you. 
Love, 

YOUR DAUGHTER 

dent sponsor, the A&M chapter of the 
National Organization for Women (NOW), 
approached coordinators at Phoebe's Home 
in October asking if it would accept the 
proceeds raised during V-Day. NOW re­
ceived an initial yes, but failed to follow up 
on the agreement. 

Last week, a representative of Twin 
City Missions, the parent organization lor 
Phoebe's Home, contacted Hall and told 
her that donations made publicly to the 
shelter would be denied. 

Hall said Phoebe's Home representa­
tIves indicated they were under pressure 
from other donors who did not want to give 
to a charity that accepted funds from V­
Day. Hall said she has received many e­
mails from donors threatening to . with­
draw suppor t of the shelter if she contin­
ued to support them. 

Hall said V-Day will donate 10 percent 
. of proceeds from tickets sold for the 'Mono­

logues' performances to a fund for women 
in Mghanistan. The other part of the fund­
ing, which was earmarked for Phoebe's 
Home, may go to organizations such as 
AIDS services of Brazos Valley, she said. 

Hall said she knew the first year to 
bring the Vagina Festival to the conserva­
tive A&M campus was going to spur oppo­
sition. 

"But, you can't slowly introduce things 
to a conservative community," she said. 
"Change does not come without conflict." 

"The Vagina Monologues" will play in 
the Rudder Forum Feb. 28, March 1 and 2. 

Just Around 
The Corned 
Conveniently roeated inside 
Community Pride Plus at the 
corner of Harrison & Grace. 

Open Mon.- Sat., 9-9 
(804) 358-4999 
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SYORTS 
Wilks named CAA 
player of the week 

Virginia Com­
monwealth Univer­
s ity sophomore 
Cyndy Wilks was 
chosen as the Colo­
nial Athletic 
Association ' s 
women's basketball 
Player of the Week 
after leading. the 
Rams to victories 
over a pair of confer­
ence foes. 

aging S.6 points and 3.2 rebounds per con­
test and currently ranks fourth among 
CAA players with a 37.5 percent (30-S0) 
success rate from three-point range. She 
has started seven of the Rams 22 games 
this season and stands third on the VCU 
cateer list for three-point field goal .per­
centage as well as eighth on the Rams' all­
time chart for three-pointers made. 

- compiled from news sources 

Wilks averaged ·19.5 points, 7.0 re- · 
bounds, 3.0 assists and 2.0 steals in VCU 
home wins over league-opponents Hofstra 
and Drexel this past weekend. The 5'11" 
guard poured in a career-high 33 points 
and tied a school single-game record with 
seven three-point field goals to propel the 
Rams to a 79-64 triumph over Drexel Feb. 
10. Wilks shot 11-of-16 from the floor, 
including seven-of-nine from beyond the 
are, against the Dragons and finished the 
afternoon just two points short of the 
program's best-ever single-game total of 
35 points. The sharp-shooting Wilks also 
pulled down nine rebounds, one shy of a 
career-high, during VCU's 73-55 decision 
over Hofstra Feb. S and added a personal­
best five'assists in the win. 

VCU Sports 

Wilks stepped up her pJay during VCU's 
CAA schedule, as th e New Jersey native is 
averaging 11.0 points in conference games 
and has made 22 of 56 attempts (39.3 
percent)from long distances against league 
opponents. For the season, Wilks is aver-

Wilks hits a three against Drexel 

Sports Schedule 
THURSDAY FEB :1,4 

Women's Basketball at WIIDam & Mary, 
7:00p.m. 

FRIDAY FEB 15 
Men's T8I,I11& at Wake Forest, 5:00 p:m. 

SATURDAY FEB 1, 
Men's basketball at Towson, 7:30tp.m. 

BasebaD vs. St. Joseph's, 2:00 p.m. 

track and Field at George MaSOn 
Invitational 

SUNDAY FEB. 17 
, Women's Basketball vs. UNc,.Wilmington, 

2:00 p.nti 

Toy/or named NABC/ 
Pontiac District Four 
second team aI/-district 

VCU forward jun ior Willie Taylor has 
been named to the NABClPontiac District 
Four Second Team, as selected by the Na­
tional Association of Basketball Coaches. 

Taylor, who leads the Rams in scoring 
at 17.5 points and 4.2 rebounds per game, 
was the lone Ram 'Selected, and one of only 
two CAA players among the 150 honored 
by the NABC. A first and second-team 
from each of 15 districts were also an­
nounced, and all players chosen are now 
eligible for All-America honors, which wi ll 
be announced at the conclusion ofthe regu­
lar season . 

Taylor dunks on Drel(el 

NABC/Pontiac All 
District 4 First Team 
Kevin Braswell, 
Georgetown 
Jason Conley, VMI 
Mike Sweetney, 
Georgetown 
Tamar Slay, Marshall 
Chris Monroe, George 
Washington 

" -Thursday, February 14, 2Q02 

Out of Bounds 
Derek Stamey 
CT STAFF WRITER 

"Rams Avoiding Roadkill Status" 

The VCU men's basketball team will 
embark on its most important mission tl1is 
weekend. The road game this Saturday 
versus lowly Towson will serve as an im­
portant measuring stick and preparation 
for what may be considered McCarthy's 
last stand. . 

When at home, the boys from Broad 
Streetaresimplyamazing. Going 12-1 thi s 
season, they're very tough to beat when the 
Siegel Center lights come on. A semi-filled 
arena; rowdy fans; great pep band; won­
derful opening introduction; amazing ath-" 
letes. The only problem.- being on the 
road. And the obnoxious band leader, but 
that's another column in and of itself 

The Rams are resti ng snugly at 17-S 
overall and 9-5 in CAA conference play. 
What's wrong you say? They're almost to 
20 w:ins! Third place in the conference! 
They're looking pretty good heading into 
theconference tournament. But, how about 
a 1-5 record on the road in CAA play? And 
the lone win was a slim victory against 
cellar dweller Old Dominion, which went 
into overtime! 

During the time of year when the men 
are supposed to be hitting their stride, they 
battled athome, instead, on Saturday with _ 
the same Old Dominion team. Willie Tay­
lor struggled shooting the basketball and 
L.F. Likcholitov was llinited offensively 
due to foul trouble and worn-out legs. The 

They're the most talented 
team in the conference 
by a long shot. It's 

sickening to think that their 
decent 17-8 record could 
quite possibly be 21-4. 

defense seemed porous at times and even 
with a college version of Dennis Rodman, 
these Rams would find a way to be out­
rebounded. " 

Which brings US to this weekend'sjour­
ney to Towson. After the visit t Towson, 
the Rams then travel to, oh man .... who 
made this schedule, George Mason and 
UNCWilmington. All said, theRamsneed 
to at least win the road game against 
Towson. No, check that. If they want any 
type of respect coming in as a visitor, then 
they'll win that game. That'll raise their 
overall record to IS-S. If history repeats 
itself and the trend continues, the Rams 
could quite possibly be staring at 17-11 
once they return home from the North 
Carolina coast. 

The Rams wouldn't be in this position if 
they hadjust taken care of business on the 
road to begin with. They're the·most tal­
ented team in the conference by a longshot. 
It's sickeningto think that their decent 17-
S record could quite possibly be 21-4. Los­
ing to a team as bad as the Tribe and 
melting down against William & Mary is 
ridiculous. The last second loss at JMU 
also unexplainable. Delaware and Hofstra 
were both easy-to-beat teams and they 
should have been taken care of. 

But hey, that's life on the road in the 
CAA. The road's name is post season and 
it can take you home or right out of town. 
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