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Students plan to boycott
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Special to The Commonwealth Times

BY SARAH EDWARDS
Staff writer

AresidentassistantinJohnson
Hall, Brandon Jaycox, said he
began suspecting health code vio-
lations occurring at the Hibbs

Students say Hibbs’ machines frequently don’t work. Dining Center and he later real-

ized that other students were no-
ticing these same violations.

Although Jaycox said it was
obvious some aspects of the din-
inghall was unsanitary, he talked
tostudents who knew at least one
other person who became ill after
eating there. Thus, he decided it
was time to do something to im-
prove the conditions.

“One weekend I was warned
by an employee not to eat the
hamburgers,” Jaycox said. “That
was the day when I was like, all
right, somethingneedstochange.”

Lastweek, Jaycox appeared at
a Student Government Associa-

Special to The Commonwealth Times

tion meeting with examples of
health code violations and a plan

Hibbs Dining Center today

Action stems from alleged health code violations, student says

of action, asking the senators to
consider backing a one-or two-
day boycott of the student dining
hall.

Thatboycottstarted this morn-
ing and continues until after din-
ner tonight.

Senate Speaker Shawn Peay
said the governing body could not
participate in such a protest, but
asindividuals SGA student mem-
bers could.

Pam Harabis, senior food ser-
vice director at VCU for the
ARAMARK Corporation, said
when thestudentsvisited herand
alocation manager Tuesday, they
cited three specific complaints:

* concerns aboutweekend ser-
vice

* employeelack ofgloves when
handling food, and

¢ the overall appearance and
cleanliness of the dining facility.

All of these issues are being
addressed, Harabis said, and din-
ing services administration

Wednesday approved a letter
thataddressed these and other
students’ concerns.

“We can fix all of the issues
students have,” she said. “All
of the issues Brandon brought
tous would have been resolved
had we known about them.”

Since Harabis said she con-
siders the lack of communica-
tion among the students and
the managers of the food ser-
vice as the major problem, she
arranged for a communication
board to be available so stu-
dents can call a manager to
report problems in all dining
halls by Friday.

“Frankly, we as managers
didn’t hear about these prob-
lems,” she said. “There are
comment card boxes, a place
for comments on the Web site
and we are listed in the phone

HIBBS continued to page 7

Cleanliness also tops students’ list of concerns.
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Monday: Local hard-
rock trio Adara dis-
cusses their new al-
bum, “Caught Between
the Stars and the City.”
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VCU student musician
dies in weekend accident

Music School loses violist and a shining star

BY HOLLY HOBBS

Associate news editor

A memorial service to morn the loss of
Jessica McCain, a VCU viola player, will
be held today at noon in the Performing
Arts Center’s Vlahcevic Hall.

Ms. McCain, 21, died Friday as a result
of a two-car accident.

John Guthmiller, acting chair of the
Music School, said he hopes the ceremony
will allow students and faculty to be to-
gether in one place to commemorate the
life of Ms. McCain.

The memorial will feature faculty and
student stories about McCain as well as a
performance by the University String En-
semble, which Ms. McCain was amember.

Guthmiller said a number of faculty
and students have donated money for a
scholarship in Ms. McCain’s name to be
awarded to a fellow string player. Details

il.com ® (804) 828-1058

of the scholarship will be announced at
today’s memorial.

Ms. McCain, a music
education major, was a
member of many per-
forming groups, includ-
ing the VCU orchestra.

“She was the viola at
our school,” Kimberly
Ryan, a sophomore vio-
lin player, said. “She’s
beensomeone I'velooked
up to. She was so com- MecCain
mitted to her music.”

Ms. McCain worked
asastudent assistant for
the Music department. Coworker Linda
Johnston said Ms. McCain was one of the
most dependable student workers they

McCAIN continued to page 3
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Thursday
March 28

“The Trial of One Short-
Sighted Black Woman vs.
Mammy Louise and Safreeta
Mae” performs at the Shafer
Street Playhouse. The

» performance is free for VCU
Students with valid ID, $10
for general public, $8 for
faculty, staff and seniors.

Friday
March 29

Didn’t make it to New Or-
leans? Come get a taste of
Mardi Gras at VCU’s Mardi
' Gras party and dance. The
fun begins at 9 p.m. in the
University Student Com-
mons’ Commonwealth A
and B.

“Ghost World” will be show-
ing in the Commons Theater
at 9:30 p.m.

st

Saturday
March 30

Sunday
March 31

Hatebreed, Converge,
Stalemate and Reflux per-

form at the 9:30 Club. Tick-
etsare $15.

Easter on Parade from 1
p.m. - 5 p.m. on Monument
Avenue from Davis to Allen
avenues. This event is

. free and open to the
public.

b

Ready? Fight! Supreme Tae
Kwon Do performance in
the University Student
Commons’ Commonwealth
A and B from 8 p.m. - 10:30

SGA Appropriations Meet-
ing from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. in
the University Student
Commons’ Alumni Board
Room.

Richmond’s natives Cracker
will perform at the 9:30
Club. Doors open at 9 p.m.
Tickets are $15.

L

: Airport workers shock
| owner with dead dog’s
: ‘resurrection’

|

A woman who had her dead dog trans-
| ported by plane for burial was shocked
when she picked it up apparently alive.

[ Romanian airport workers thought the
| dog had died in transit and decided to
| replace it with an exact matching dog from
an animal shelter and hoped no one would
notice.
| The officials at Bucharest’s Otopeni air-
| port didn’t realize the dog was already
dead before it arrived.
[ They thought they would face legal ac-
| tion, as they mistakenly thought it had
| died while in their care.
The woman, from Germany, wanted
| her original dog to be buried in its native
| Romania.
| The lady from Frankfurt adopted it sev-
eral years ago from a Romanian animal
| shelter and took it to her home.
| The woman was shocked when she went
| to collect the dead pet - only to find it was
alive.
[ An airport spokesman said, “No one
| would have noticed the dlﬂ"erence except
that her dog was dead and the new one was
| alive. I don’t think she would ever have
noticed. It was quite a surprise for her.
| Whenshespokeshedidn't makeanysense.”
When she recovered from the shock and
[ realized what had happened, the woman
decided to adopt the replacement dog.

Mass suicide cult’s van
being auctioned online

Areligious cultleader’s vanisbeingsold
on eBay to mark the anniversary of the
group’s mass suicide.

The Heaven’s Gate cult believed they
| were going to follow a comet on a spaceship
| when they killed themselves. March 26,

1999.

| Now Rio DiAngelo, the only surviving

| member of the group, is auctioning off the

| cult’s van.

| The eBay auction went online March 22
and ends March 29 Bidding for the van,
described as in  “very good condition,”

| starts at $39,000. There have been no blds
so far.

l DiAngelo, now a freelance designer,
spent three years with the group before

| leaving in 1997.

| A month later he discovered the mass
suicide after returning to the Heaven’s
Gate rented mansion when he received a

| message from members.

They took a lethal concoction of vodka
and barbiturates and put plastic bags over
| thelr heads to shed their earthly “contain-
| ers” to follow the Hale-Bopp Comet.
DiAngelo said, “They weren’t trying to
| kill themselves because of a crazy idea,
although some people saw it as a crazy
| idea It really is an advanced level of be-
ing.’

} The 48-year-old, who now lives in Los
Angeles, said he still shares the cult’s be-
liefs and sees himself as a messenger. Bid

| on the van at http://cgi.ebay.com/

My, @ ates0 . gk Was o f

b
{ oBayISAPI dlI?ViewItem&item=1815173591.

| Iggy the Piggy saves
family from fire

A potbellied pig saved her human
family from a fire by grunting and barking

at her sleeping owner.

Iggy the Piggy rushed into the living
room toraise alarm after apparently smell-
ing smoke coming from a bathroom heater.

Thehousein Poca, W.Va., was gutted by
the fire. But Iggy’s owner Cathy Carder,
her two sons and a friend escaped unhurt.

The family moved to Poca last summer
because of a law forbidding farm animals
in their former home town of Winfield.

Carder said, “She (Iggy the Piggy) is a
wonderful animal. IfThad gotten rid ofher,
there’s no telling what would have hap-
pened.

“She saved our lives. The fire alarms
went off after she did.”

Scientists predict
genetically-modified
jeans on high street

Scientists say people may soon be wear-
ing genetically modified jeans.

The researchers have altered a bacte-
rium so it produces the pigment commonly
used in blue denim.

The coloration could be more environ-
mentally friendly thantheman-madedyes
manufacturers currently use.

The so-called indigo dye used in blue
denim is usually made from coal or oil and
has potentially toxic byproducts.

Walter Weyler and his colleagues at
Genencor International in California said
this is possible by altering the E.coli bug.

The bacteria use sugar as its raw mate-

‘rial and create less waste. But theindustry

is unlikely to use it until it is as cheap and
effective as current methods.

Around 16,000 tons of dye are made
annually and almost all of it is used on
denim.

The research is published in the Jour-
nal of Industrial Microbiology and Bio-
technology and reported online at http:/
www.nature.com/nsu/.

Court rules man can
garden in the nude

A Pennsylvania man has won the legal
right to work and sit in his back garden
while naked.

Charlie Stitzer from Pleasant Gap was
found guilty of indecent exposure and dis-
orderly conduct in February 2001 after a
neighbor complained about him.

But the conviction was overturned by
three Superior Court judges who ruled he
could go nude on his own property.

He appealed the indecent exposure con-
viction after being sentencedtotwomonths
probation, according tothe Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette.

Stitzer, 63, often mowed the back lawn
of his home wearing just a thong if the
weather was hot.

On summer evenings he would garden
or relax without any clothes, saying it was
too dark for his neighbors to see him.

The judges said Stitzer wasn’t exposing
himselfin a public place or drawing atten-
tion to himself. The complaining neighbor
was toofaraway tobe offended, they added.

While Stitzer said he will still take his
clothes off at night “if it gets hot enough,”
state prosecutors said he could be pros-
ecuted for disorderly conduct.

His lawyer Andrew Shubin said, “If
people don’t want to see what’s going on in
his backyard, they can avert their eyes. It
was a civil rights ‘iﬁssue.”

Man’s latest pavement
crawl worse than
previous disaster

A man wanting to beat the world uuud
for crawling on hands and knees has fai
match his disastrous first attempt Iz

Belgian Daniel Schuddinck wore speciz
reinforced kneepads and had a new ‘caterpil-
lar-like technique’ for the crawl along pave-
ments.

He crawled less than three miles in seven
t year he managed to just break
>-mile barrier.

The former soldier from Herentals hoped
to crawl the 15 miles from his hometown to
Lichtaart. The record stands at 12.5 miles.

Schuddinck, a father of nine, said he
wanted to show solidarity with people with
disabilities.

“My wrists are killing me,” Schuddinck
said after abandoning his effort, adding, “It’s
a pity, but this is inhuman. I will never try it
again.”

He said he now wants to try to beat the
world endurance record for watching videos
non-stop.
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Magic Johnson wants to

run for mayor
of Los Angeles

MagicJohnson wants tobe elected
mayor of Los Angeles.

The ex-LA Laker said he wants to
run because of the current mayor’s
treatment of the city’s police chief.

Johnson, 42, who is now a sports
commentator, is concerned James K.
Hahn’s plans not to reappoint Ber-
nard Parks as LAPD chief. The Los
Angeles election for mayor is in June
2005.

Parks has operated a zero-toler-
ance policy toward police corruption.

One inquiry has revealed wide-
spread corruption and 70 policemen
face disciplinary measures.

Mayor Hahn says he won'’t reap-
point Parks because morale in the
force is low.

15 killed, 100 wounded
in Passover suicide
bombing

Fifteen people have been killed
and more than 100 injured after a
suicide bomber struck an Israeli ho-
tel.

The blast went off in the dining
room of the Park Hotel, on the board-
walk ofthe coastal resort of Netanya,
as guests gathered for a Passover
meal.

An Arab satellite TV station has
received aclaim of responsibility from
the Islamic militant group Hamas.

The bomber entered the hotel,
which was crowded with guests,
crossed the lobby and reached the
dining hall where he blew himselfup,
said a local police chief, Aharon
Franko.

The explosion tore through the
ground floor of the hotel, blowing out
walls and overturning tables and
chairs. Bits of rubble and wires
dangled from the ceiling. Some of the
wounded were seen staggering out of
the lobby, which was plunged into
darkness by the explosion.

This latest attack has threatened
to derail the latest U.S. truce mis-
sion, which survived two suicide at-
tacks last week. An adviser to Prime
Minister Ariel Sharonsaid that, while
Israel was trying to reach a truce, it
would have to reassess its policy in
light of the attack.

U.Va. student sues
professor for misconduct

© U-WIRE

First-year University of Virginia Law
student Marta Sanchez is filing a com-
plaint against law professor Kenneth
Abraham claiming she experienced “ex-
treme discomfort” in an introductory Law
School program last summer and is consid-
ering action against the Commonwealth.

On Feb. 26 Sanchez filed a claim of
assault and battery in Albemarle Circuit
Court, seeking $25,000 in compensatory
damages and $10,000 in punitive dam-
ages.

tocommenton the casebecause University
policy forbids discussion of pending law-
suits. Abraham declined to make a state-
ment.

Many University faculty members speak
highly of Abraham, who has received na-
tional and University awards and pub-
lished several books used in more than 100
law schools around the country.

“He is one of the most admired and
respected faculty members, not just here
but among law facul-

Sanchez attended
an “Introduction to
Law School and Le-

“What some would char-

tiesacrossthe United
States,”said Richard
Merrill, professor of

galMethodology”pro-  gcterize as mere touch- law and dean of the
gram, a presentation 5 TR law school from 1980
Abraham volun- ing to this victim was an to 1988. “Even
teered to teach to 20 though he is one of
selectedincoming stu- extreme event. What the most widely pub-
dents. Abraham,ana- . - . lished professors, he
tionally renowned le- makes it dlfferent 1S that has always taught to

galscholarinthe field
of tort law, was ex-
plaining a legal issue
when, according to
Sanchez’s lawyer,
Steven Rosenfield, he
indicated he should
not do what he was
about to do and “mo-
mentarily” touched

a wide array of stu-

she was the victim at the >

hands of men in the

past.” —

Rosenfield, Sanchez’s
laywer

The danger of fac-
ing lawsuits for rou-
tine classroom ac-
tions poses a unique
question tofacultyat
the University and
elsewhere.

“Some people

Steven

Sanchez’s shoulder.

“What some would characterize as mere
touching to this victim was an extreme
event,” Rosenfield said. “What makes it
different is that she was the victim at the
hands of men in the past.” :

Sanchez, originally from Panama, was
victimized at a young age during the tur-
moil and anarchy that surrounded the
reign of Manuel Noriega and the United
States’ effort to remove him. Beginning at
age 11, she was “terrified, molested and
raped multiple times.”

“When he touched her, she was very
upset, she didn’t know what he was doing
or how far he would go,” Rosenfield said.
“Everything came flooding back.”

After learning she was enrolled in
Abraham’s tort law class last semester and
therefore would have a second class with
the professor, Sanchez sought counseling
and spoke with administrators who en-
couraged her to discuss the incident with
Abraham.

Rosenfield said the talk was unproduc-
tive, leaving Sanchez with “no other way to
seek satisfaction” than a civil suit. He said
Sanchez was not interested in criminal
charges, and he felt criminal intent was
lacking.

University officials, including
Abraham’s legal representation, declined

have difficulty with
people coming into their personal space;
it’s not unheard of,” said Lenny Carter,
crisis management coordinator at Coun-
seling and Psychological Services.

However, forcing professors to check
the mental state of each student would
“place an unfair burden on professors,”
Carter said.

Merrill said faculty members are con-
cerned such an accident could result in a
lawsuit.

“No one who teaches seriously is indif-
ferent tostudents who are uncomfortable,”
Merrill said. “What is not possible is to
know if there is something in their back-
ground that makes them overly vulner-
able.”

Law faculty expressed concern that be-
cause of the nature of the field, students
expect to encounter some adverse or un-
comfortable material.

“Law is a combative profession,” Merrill
said. “People who come to law school are
expected to be more resilient and open to
challenge or controversy than other gradu-
ates might be.”

Rosenfield also has served Attorney
GeneralJerry Kilgore with notice the Com-
monwealth may be liable for suit due tothe
incident.

McCain

Continued from page 1

had.

“She was someone who really stood by
her principles,” Johnston said. “If it was
something she believed in, she would go to
battle for it.”

Johnston said Ms. McCain was very
close to her family and talked about them
all the time.

“She wanted togoback (toDanville) and
teach strings in rural Virginia,” she said.

The music major had planned fo stu-
dent teach in the fall with her former
roommate. Reid said Ms. McCain was a
few credit hours away from graduating.

“We’ve been talking about (in) the last
six months about how much she improved
(musically),” Reid said.

“She had just come intoher own,” Diane
Rainey, a senior performing arts major
and coworker of Ms. McCain’s, said. “Her
whole sound matured.”

“We'vecried together about it,” Johnston
said. “Everyone was in shock because it
happened so suddenly.”

Ms. McCain’s friends from the School of
Musicsaid noone ever had anythingbad to
say about her.

“She was so happy. She was a smart
aleck too. She could dish it out and take it.
But not in a cruel way,” Rainey said. “ She
was one of those people who could say
anything to you and it was funny.”

1110 W Broad Street '

Next to Siegel Center.
Previously on Grace street.

OPEN
LATE ON ¢
WEEKENDS

UNTIL 12:00 MIDNIGHT
phone: 355 0433
fax: 355 4806

$2.49 sub of the month:
ITALIAN BMT regular 6"
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Wedding photographer needed,
June 29th, Richmond. Portfolio reqired.
B/W & color, candid/formal. Pay $500,
negotiable. Call Liz or Ty @ 359-0113 by
April 1 for appointment.

Fraternities * Sororities
Clubs * Student Groups

Earn $1,000 - $2,000 with the easy
Campusfundraiser.com three hour
fundraising event. Does not involve
credit card applications.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
call today! Contact
Campusfundraiser.com at (888) 923-
3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

Summer child-care position available
for responsible student. 8:30 - 5:30 M-F;
additional opportunities (night/weekend)
available. Must have own child-friendly
transportation. Located in West End. $350/
week plus expenses. References required.
Please call 364-6007.

. = N s £ o -
Z submit to 1149 temple building, commonwealth times.

name:

#1 Spring Break Vacations!

Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, & Florida!
Best Parties, Best Hotels, Best Prices!
Spaceislimited! Hurry up & Book Now!
1-800-234-7007
www.endlesssummertours.com

EARN $1000 FOR YOUR GROUP
Work on campus to raise money for your
student group or organization. Make your
own schedule and earn $5 per application.
Please Call 1-800-808-7450

ACADEMIC COACHES needed!

Paid tutoring positions ($13+) available
in schools (K-8) near VCU. Please com-
plete a candidate form online at
www.universityinstructors.com.

CILASSIFIEDS

The Bank of Richmond NA

At the Bank of Richmond we are an
enthusiastic, experienced group of bank-
ers. Our goal is to provide exceptional
customer service in an energetic atmo-
sphere. Richmond’s hottest community
bank is rapidly growing and looking for the
following team memebers:

TELLERS (FULL/PART TIME)

Previous experience in similar a posi-
tion is a plus. This is a ground floor
opportunity for a great banking career or
just an extra way to make money.

We offer a competitive salary/benefits
package including stock options. Nophone
calls. Stopin any of our branches to fill out
an application or send a resume to Human
Resources, The Bank of Richmond, P.O.
Box 18428, Richmond, VA 23286. EOE.

READ THIS PAGE NOW
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FILE TAX RETURN ONLINE

Refund in about 14 days with direct
deposit

1040EZ-$9.95

1040A-$14.95

Log onto www.1040.com/ctstax

DON'T HAVE AN ORDINARY SUMMER.
Looking for a challenge, fun and the best sum-

_mer of your life? Camp Easter Seal in Virginia

has a job opening for camp counselors, program
instructors for aquatics, horseback riding, ad-
venture and sports. Work with children and
adults with disabilities in a beautiful outdoor
setting. Staff come from across the US and
around the world. Room, board, salary pro-
vided. (804) 633-9855. Camp Easter Seal 20500
Easter Seal Drive Milford, VA 22514.
www.campeasterseal-va.org e-mail:
dbrown@va.easter-seals.org

ATTENTION STUDENTS

PART TIME WORK

$14.85 base/appt.

Expandinglocal co. Now hiring 20+ students
for fun &* easy work in customer servc./retail
sales. No telemarketing/No door 2 door. Flex.
hours around classes (10-30/ wk) Scholarships
awarded. Conditions apply. Positions filling fast!
264-8229, ask for Kim or zf9.com

Receptionist/Manicurist Assistant. Part-
time. $7 hour + tips. Convenient Carytown
location. NO experience necessary. Fun and
busy atmosphere. Immiediate opening. 355-
0440.

ANXIETY SUPPORT GROUPstarting. First
meeting will be Sunday, March 3rd at Retreat
Hospital. First floor in conference room. For
more info contact
catherinejohnson77@yahoo.com

Room for Rent; Southside $300 per month
including utilities, Prefer Female non-smoker,
contact tunein2life@cs.com

Undergraduate and graduate ACADEMIC
COACHES needed immediately! 25 paid
positions ($13+) available for instruction in
schools (K-12) near VCU.

Please complete a candidate form online at
www.universityinstructors.com. Thank you!

CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS!
CALL 1-877-320-7716 TO SEE IF YOU
QUALIFY FOR: STUDENT LOAN REPAY-
MENT UP TO $10,000 IN STATE TUITION
RATES & UP TO 100% COLLEGE TUITION

$1000
Art/Interior Design
Your unique floor design can earn
you a cool thousand dollars! The only
limitation is your imagination.
Call 643-2786 for details.

STUDENTS
Up to 100% paid tuition and in state
rates.

Student loans up to $10,000 repaid.
Contact Mike Hampton at 225-3014
Tuition Only

 §

*** Sales & Marketing positions ***

a lead-
ing manufacturer of satellite and RF communi-
cation test equipment seeks two highly moti-

AVCOM-RAMSEY Technologies, Inc.,

vated, energetic sales and marketing profes-
sionals.

The primary missionistodevelopstrategies
and tactfully implement sales activities to meet
company objectives, work with existing cus-
tomers and seek out, identify, and capture new
customer bases and opportunities.

Qualification include:

Practical and creative in applying market-
ing knowledge and strategies in real world
sales environments. Persistent and aggressive
in generating new sales and new customer
bases.

Excellent communication, presentationand
computer skills. Web development skills and
technical, preferably RF knowledge/background
is a plus.

ABachelor's degree (orin the near future)in
the related discipline.

These two positions can be either perma-
nent full-time or internship. Interested candi-
dates should reply to:

AVCOM-RAMSEY Technologies, Inc. 500
Southlake Blvd. Richmond, VA 23236 or send
email to: applicant@avcomramsey.com

Undergraduate and graduate ACADEMIC
COACHES needed immediately! 25 paid posi-
tions available for instruction in schools (K-12)
near VCU

Most instruction times are either Monday/
Wednesday 2-4:30 or Tuesday/Thursday 2-4:30.
Please complete a candidate form online at
www.universities.com. Thank You!

VCU Students
Part Time Jobs Available With
Benefits Of:
Student Loan Repayment up to
$10,000.

Up to 100% College Tuition
In State Tuition Rates
Page Me Now!!

1- 888 - 845 - 3580

ENVIRONMENTAL
Devote your summer to environmental
change!
Work on exciting campaign to limit out-
of-state!
350$-450$/WK, 1:30pm-10:30pm, M-F
CALL: 342-1498 between 9am and 5pm

Felt So Good!

Convenient to VCU
Spacious Floor Plans
Tennis Court
Swimming Pool
Basketball Court
Billiard & Game Room
*Financial aid counts towards income

4602-C Southwood Pkwy. + 804-230-2300
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Life Science building to be torn down to
make way for new dining facility

BY HOLLY HOBBS

Associate news editor

Out with the old and in with the new

As students voice complaints over rot-
ten food and poor service at Hibbs stu-
dent dining facility, VCU moves to build
a new dining hall where the old Life
Science Building sits.

“The plans are to take the old building
down,” said Dan McDonald, assistant
director of business services, of the Life
Science building, built in the 1950s and
never remodeled.

Location was a major factor in the
decision to destroy the old Life Science
building.

“It’s the most central location for the
dining facility,” Brian Ohlinger, assis-
tant vice president of facilities manage-

Holly Hobbs

Original Life Science Building

ment, said. “It’s the closest to the dormito-
ries?” =

Ohlinger said the reason the new Trani
Life Science Building was built was to re-
place the old building, which he referred to
as inadequate.

“(It all) depends on how you define safe,”
Ohlinger said as helisted the faults of the old
Life Science building. Among those inad-
equacies were: lack of handicap accessible
entrances, air conditioning, energy efficient
windows and sprinklers.

“(It’s) just inadequate for any purpose,”
he continued, adding that low ceilings made
remodeling for modern technologies like air-
conditioning “prohibitally expensive.”

“It would cost us more to refurbish the old
building then to tearit down and build a new
one,” he said. “So, it’s more for economic
reasons.” 3

The drawn up plans for what is currently
being called the Shaffer Court Dining Facili-
tiesshow atwo-story building approximately
57,000 square feet.

The proposed $18 million project will in-
clude residential dining on the second floor,
which will allow seating for 850 people. Re-
tail food for a more commercialized atmo-
sphere, somewhat like the University Com-
mons, will reside on the ground floor,
McDonaldsaid. Thefirstfloor willseataround
100 people.

In addition to indoor seating, the-plans

cover your butt.
better yet, help cover your

[’éuiﬁion],v

College can mean maneuvering through a lot of different
obstacles, but tuition payments shouldn't be one of them.
In Army ROTC, you'll have a shot at a scholarship worth
thousands. And make friends you can count on. Talk to an
Army ROTC advisor today. We've got you covered.

ARMY ROTC Unlike any other college course you can take.

Contact the ROTC Department at 828-1368

show outside seating areas. The plans for
the new dining facility also include glass
windows on both floors of the building,
which McDonald said he hopes will add
an open feel to allow students to see
various locations on campus including
the Cathedral of Sacred Heart.

Mike Credle, a sophomore art major,
questions how the funding for the new
dining center will be obtained.

“It’s scary because of all these budget
cuts,” Credle said. “They’re raising tu-
ition and stuff and spending it on food.”

McDonald said the new facility is a
capital project and, like a private busi-
ness expansions, will have to self-support
any new developments.

“It’s the same principle as the parking
decks,” McDonald said.

Similar to the parking projects, bonds
will be issued to help pay for the dining
expansions and will be repaid over a 20-
year period.

“We will pay a mortgage on it every
year,” McDonald said.

Money brought in by the 1,200 stu-
dents who use the Hibbs dining facility is
mainly used to pay for meals and main-
taining the current facility.

Credle said improvements should be
made to the current facilities instead of
building outside problem areas.

“It was never to the point where I

couldn’t find aseat,” he said. “They want the
illusion of quality (I'm) not concerned that
there be a club like atmosphere (in the
dining halls or library).” He-continued by
adding, “It’'sall about putting fundingin the
right places.”

Holly Hobbs

Original Life Science Building

THE AIR FORCE
WANTS BOTH
YOU AND YOUR

NURSING CAREER
TO GO PLACES.

Nursing in the Air Force: exciting, rewarding, the best. Best facilities,
best benefits. Travel, training, advancement and 30 days of vacation with
pay; plus you may qualify for a $5,000 bonus. If you're a registered nurse,

Air Force Nursing offers the best of everything.

To request additional information, call

1-800- 423~ USAF or visit airforce.cam.
\ /’
\./

U.S.AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE
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‘Good evening ladies and germs’
Television says goodbye to comedian Milton Berle

Comedian Milton Berle, referred to by
millions as “Uncle Miltie” and “Mr. Televi-
sion,” died in his sleep in his Los Angeles
home Wednesday. He was 93.

Berle was host of “The Texaco Star
Theater” from 1948 to 1953, which later
became “The Milton Berle Show” in 1954.
He also appeared in numerous films in-
cluding, “It's a Mad Mad Mad Mad World,”
“The Oscar” and “The Muppet Movie.”

Widely known for his crazy antics and
cross-dressing comedy, Berle had been in
declining health since suffering a stroke in
December 1998 and was diagnosed with
colon cancer in April 2001, according to
Reuters.

‘Arthur’ star dies at 66

British-born actor Dudley Moore died
Wednesday in his New Jersey home. He
was 66.

Moore, widely known for his roles in the
movies “10” and “Arthur,” died of pneumo-
nia as a complication of progressive supra-
nuclear palsy, a rare degenerative neuro-
logical disorder.

An accomplished pianist, Moore has
recorded several jazz albums and has ap-
peared in concert with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Orchestra.

He was born in Dagenham, Essex, in
1935 and first came to public attention in
the early 1960s with the “Beyond The
Fringe” show, together with Alan Bennett,
Jonathan Miller and Peter Cook.

A
3

110 N 18th St
644-9091

100 CASH
for

the sexiest

Tuesday
April 2ud

Honors students
Graduate Students April 1

ANNOUNCEMENT!
ADVANCE REGISTRATION for Fall 2002

The Schedule of Classes is available at this VCU websitc: http://www.vcu.edu/schedule/

Monday - March 18 --- Summer advance web/telephone registration begins for all students

Monday - Friday, March 25-29 --- Advising for Fall 2002 term

See registration schedule below.

March 25

Post-Baccalaureate Certificate students April 3
Seniors April 3
Juniors April 8
Sophomores April 1S
Freshmen April 22
Special Students (non-degree seeking) April 29

Telephone and Web registration hours:
Monday — Saturday: 7:30a.m.— 10 p.m.
Sunday: Noon — 10 p.m.
Telephone registration number: (804)828-1495

Web address: http://iserver.adm.vcu.edu/students

If you have any questions, please call Records and Registration at 828-1349.

If special accommodations are required, please contact Henri-Etta Burke at 828-1898.

Copies of the Schedule of Classes can be picked up in Founders Hall, Room 104, or in the school or college of your major, and in
University Student Commons.

Monday — April 1 ---Advance web/telephone registration for Fall term 2002 begins (except for Honors students).

Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing access to education and employment
without regard 1o age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual ortentation, veteran's status, political affiliation or disability.
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book, but we weren’t contacted.”

Nonetheless, after meeting with the
SGA, Jaycox and five other students de-
cided to proceed with plans for today’s
protest and petition for better quality food
and for better service at the facility.

“We have the letter and petition as well
as the boycott just to sort of get the aware-
ness out of what we’re doing,” said Rebecca
Honts, afirst-yearart history major. “They
(food services) already have our money;
we've already paid for the meal plan. We
just want change. We don’t want Hibbs to
close or anything like that. Better food
quality, better service — those are the
points in the letter. Our main concern is
Jjust change.

“This is just a group of people with the
same concerns and complaints coming to-
getherand tryingto fixthat. It’s something
we've heard all around so we've just de-
cided to do something about it.”

Since last Friday, this group has col-
lected more than 650 student signatures,
petitioning the dining facility to improve
quality and service.

Thomas Woodall, a sophomore science
major, said he, too, thinks the food service
needs improvements.

“The general consensus is that some-
thingneedstobedone,”hesaid. “We're just
a group of students who organized some-
thing to get it done. We are not supported
by the SGA or anything.”

As of this fall, ARAMARK will imple-
ment a human resources manager to inter-
act more with the employees. To date,
Harabis said more than 100 employees
have gone through safety and sanitation

RETIREMENT | INSURANCE

MUTUAL FUNDS | COLLEGE SAVINGS

training.

“The idea out there is that we don’t
care,” she said. “We have made changes
and continue to make changes. I have
responded to every issue and concern that

“We have the letter and
petition as well as the
boycott just to sort of get
the awareness out of
what we’re doing. They
(food services) already
have our money; we’ve
already paid for the meal
plan,” — Rebecca
Honts, a first-year art
history major

students have brought to me.”

As for employee apathy, Harabis said
the company created monthly focus groups
so employees can freely express their con-
cerns. As a result, an “Employee of the
Month” award began this month that hon-
ors one employee from each location whose
name will be engraved on a plague dis-
played in Park Place at Student Commons.

Most of the issues will be handled

the money you’ll T

through more training of the employees,
Harabis said, explaining that many of the
nighttime staff have other jobs and cannot
attend afternoon training, so a late night
training class would be implemented.

“There was a concern about employees
handling silverware and plates without
gloves,” Harabis said. “According to the
Virginia Health Code, employees are not
required to wear gloves while handling
dishes and silverware.”

Virginialaw does not require employees
to wear gloves to handle food if they use
tongs or wax paper, but it is a VCU Dining
Services and ARAMARK policy that they
do wear gloves.

Another policy ARAMARK introduced
this fall that Harabis said should help
involves background checks, which she said
now are required for all new employees to
raise the employees’ overall standards.

“It’s difficult to say there is going to be
change overnight,” Harabis said. “We're
dealing with humans so that doesn’t al-
ways happen.”

Though a monthly “Dine with the Direc-
tor” dinner allows students to express con-
cerns to Harabis about the food service, she
has scheduled weekly dinners for April.
Dinners are limited to 20 students who can
discusstheir concernsdirectly with Harabis.

“We need to know students’ concerns,”
Harabis said. “I'm on e-mail all day long
and respond to every issue.”

What do the students think of the way
these concerns are being handled?

“I'm being as optimistic as possible,”
Jaycox said. “At this time it seems like
Hibbs is really trying to change. I hope it
really does pan out and everything works.”

. a range of different optiol

Managing money for people
with other things to think about”

TRUSTS

TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, Inc., and Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., distgibute
©2002 Teachers insurance and Annuity Association—College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF),

INVESTMENT MANAGEM

MT'S'C
Multi Interest Service Corp.
3901 Castlewood Road
Richmond, Va. 23234
Tel: 804-271-1572
Fax: 804-271-1805

Email: -
MISCOPS @aol.com
Visit Our Website:
http://www.MISCUSA.com

Ready to 8““' your

personal items home?
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DOMESTIC?

PICKUP - PACKING
DOOR- TO- DOOR
SHIPMENT
INSURANCE AND
CUSTOMS
CALL OR EMAIL FOR
FREE ESTIMATE
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Attention Students!

FREE < '2PRICE

Summer Storage J| Summer Residency

"MAJOR UTILITIES INCLUDED!

Express Shuttle
TO MCV & VCU

One Bedroom from $543 X rethoig,

Two Bedroom from $615 /2%, & Coloniy)

*Free Gas Utilities For Heat,
Hot Water, and Cooking

Guaranteed occupancy for those who
apply early = Plenty of free parking ¢
Central air conditioning * Separate
dining areas and large vanity baths
« Affordable rent levels ¢ On-site laundry facilities o
Spacious apartments available with fully-equipped kitchens, dishwasher
& disposal, private balcony or patio, mini-blinds, wall-
to-wall carpeting ® Furniture and cable TV available

* Complimentary student social program

COLONIAL
321-4840

. 1-800-542-6753

* Free use of facilities including two beautiful
clubhouses, big screen TV, olympic-size
swimming pool, gazebo pool,
picnic tables with grills, m
canteen with vending machines, saunas, fitness

center, 3 lighted tennis courts, volleyball

and jogging trail ® Choose your own roommate

- TREEHOUSE
- 321-3509

1-800-849-5509

FURNISHED STUDENT APARTMENTS
AND SUMMER SESSION
LEASES ALSO AVAILABLE Py

OPPORTUNITY

Or call 329-6666.

In VA 800-542-3276.
Nationwide 800-368-7669. o Gsc MANAGING AGENT 1994, REVISED 202 SUBJECT TO NORMAL LEASING POLICIES
FAX 804-329-6698 RENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE  SPECIAL LEASE TERMS APPLY.

.
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Bus stops are moving.

Main Main P VCU Campus Connector bus stops and

Main Main
E routes are changing effective April 1st
¥ . Franklin Franklin Franklin ‘ E_'
= N Froa R ow L) The shuttles will run every 15 minutes
¢ Grace @ Grace Grace § F® from each new bus stop. Service
= L o
S Broad Street g schedules wili stay the same,
& s beginning at 7:15a.m. and running
through midnight during the
Marshall ’ Shuttle Stop 9 g ~ 9
academic year.
Weekday Route
Cls -
= =‘ 2 5 =, Evening Service to Cabaniss Hall Don’t miss the bus!
o L] A o Laigh % Stop serviced from 6:45 - 11:30 p.m.

For additional information,
please call

VCU-PARK (828-7275)

Changes Effective v or the Office of Parking &
i Tra ati ervices
April 1st CU Campus rsoratn scovces

wo
we

Connector
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Looking for a change of scenery?

The Commonwealth Times currently has an Executive Editor
position available for the fall 2002 semester.
Position includes two weeks paid training. Stop by the CT
office or contact an editor for an application.

Please include resume. 828-1058
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Get your nursing career off to a great start.

You've acquired all the skills for a
successful nursing career, but now
you need a place to hone them. The
Bon Secours Richmond Health System,
a group of hospitals and health care
providers committed to team, family
and community values, may be just
the right way to start your career.

Our hospitals are growing, creating
new RN openings for the following

areas:

* Oncology * Vascular

* Renal ¢ Orthopedic

¢ Neuro * Cardiopulmonary
* Surgery * Progressive Care

Join the Bon Secours family, where
you will be rewarded with some of
the best benefits in the area including:
¢ Enhanced pay and scheduling

* Tuition assistance

* Work/life benefits

* Favorable patient-to-staff ratio

~(804)287-7)OB

We will also offer internships in many
areas. Our internship programs are
ideal for taking you from entry to
expert level. For more details on

RN internship opportunities visit our
website at www.bonsecours.com.

Whatever field you decide to venture
into, we'll help you to transition into
an exciting career and give you ample
encouragement and aclvice along

the way. EOE, M/F/D/V.

S| C(BR!{

BON SE
RICHMOND |;|mEALTH SYSTEM

Secours Health System

Memorial Regional Medical Center Y Richmond Community Hospital " St. Mary’s Hospital

WWW.B

Virginia HealthSource Y HomeCare

NSECOURS.COM

v

(MIN $10 PURCHASE PER PERSON)

SUNDAY,
THRU

| THURSDAY |
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J PRIGE POOL
LADIES PLAY FREE!

Q¢ aoroms
HOURS: 500pm-200am

The Best Sandwiches
Subs & Burgers
in the Bottom
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Depo-Provera is 9971% effective.
Birth control you think agout just 4 x a year.

Of course, using condoms is the only way to
protect yourself against HIV/AIDS or other
sexually transmitted diseases, but make sure
you're also as protected as possible against
pregnancy. That's why more women than ever
are choosing Depo-Provera—it's 99.7% effective
when administered on time every 3 months.

-Provera n't protect you from HIV/Al
or other sexually transmitted diseases.

Some women using Depo-Provera experience
side effects. The most common are irregular
periods or spotting. Many women stop having

See what Depo-Provera is all about.
Call toll free 1-866-519-DEPO or visit
www.depo-provera.com. =

periods altogether after a few months and some
may experience a slight weight gain. You shouldn’t
use Depo-Provera if you could be pregnant, if you
have had any unexplained periods, or if you have a
history of breast cancer, blood clots, stroke, or
liver disease. When using Depo-Provera, there
may be a possible decrease in bone density.

Depo-Provera is not only one of the best ways to
protect yourself from pregnancy, it's also one of
the simplest. Ask your health care professional if
prescription Depo-Provera is right for you.

Birth control you think agout just 4 x a year.

Please see important product information on adjacent page.

© 2002 Pharmacia Corporation UX0019947.01
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Depo-Provera

medroxyprogesterone acetate injectable suspension

6.0ther Risks

ceptives may have an incr
s, there is a possibility that the fertize
ncy). While these events are rare, you should
r health ave any of the problems listed in the ne;
What symp! loms max signal problems while using DEPO PROVERA
What olher things should | consider before using DEPO-PROVERA Contraceptive Injection?
What is DEPO-PROVERA Contraceptive Injection? Comracepuve |n|ecl|on? ur health-care provider immediately if

men who u: mone-t
stroke. Also, if a contracey
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DEPO-PROVERA (¢

This product is intended to prevent pregnancy. It does not protect against HIV
infection (AIDS) and other sexually transmitted diseases.
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or sudden shortness of breath (indicating a possible
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Thls produc( s mtended to prevent pregnancy It does not protect against
transmission of HIV (AIDS) and other sexually transmitted diseases such as
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What if I wanl to become pregnant after using DEPO-PROVERA Contraceptive
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Should any rrecautlons be lollowed dunng 'use of DEPO PROVERA
Contraceptive Injection?

| Missed Periods
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Percent of Women Experiencing an Accidental Pregnancy
in the First Year of Continuous Use

Lowest < e time you are using DEPO-PROVERA for contraception, you may skip a period, or you
Method Expected Typical wm see your health-care p cvider ight away, With continued use of - periods may stop completely. If you have been recewing your DEPO PROVERA injection
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Combination art: Virginia Samsel finds importance
in the smaller things

BY AMBER HENDRIX

Spectrum editor

“Locker 50B, Richmond’s newest gal-
lery, is the brainchild of Virginia Samsel.

Locker 50B is both gallery and an art-
work.

Locker 50B is a conceptual project that
has pulled itself inside out.

Locker 50B blurs the boundary between
public and private space.

Locker 50B is the voyeur’s delight.

Locker 50B is the interior of a woman’s
pocketbook.

Locker 50B is a Japanese sleeping com-
partment hotel.

Locker 50B is your world in miniature.

Locker 50B is two cubic feet of pure
radiant power.

Locker 50B is Soviet architecture.

Locker 50B is state property.

Locker 50B is red hot fantasy.

Locker 50B travels the Blade Runner-
Tokyo-Calcutta-Chelsea Express.

Locker 50B is jerry-rigged and pirated.

Locker 50B is the solution to an over-

crowded future.

Locker 50B’s inaugural exhibition in-
cludes the work of eight pioneers of the
miniscule.

Locker 50B- say it softly and it’s almost
like praying.

Locker 50B is a Lilliputian gallery that
packs a mighty punch- and you had better
get out of the way.”

-Richard Roth, chairof VCU’s Paint-
ing-and Printmaking Department

Virginia Samsel, a sophomore Painting
and Printmaking major, revealed her in-
novative new exhibit of miniature works
last Friday in the School ofthe Arts Center.
Theshow, entitled “Primer,” included small
sculptures and paintings displayed in
Samsel’slockerin the hallway of the Paint-
ing and Printmaking Department.

Samsel, who curated the exhibit, trans-
formed her locker space into a dwarfed
gallery. Visitors to the opening were in-
vited to nuzzle close and look into Locker
50B, a tiny parallel universe with light
wood floors and soft light-
ing. The result was nothing
shortofamazing-aSwiftian
world, very much like our
own, fit into a 2-by-2 area.

With Locker 50B, Samsel
challenges an established
sense of space and forces a
re-evaluation of set percep-
tions of depth and size. The
pieces she included, works
by eight VCU art students,
serveasareminder thatart
does not have to occupy a
realm larger than life, or
even one scaled to human
size. Instead, Samsel and
the Locker 50B artists find
relevance in the smaller
things and offer to let the
restofusinontheirdelight-
ful little secret.

CT: What was the con-
cept behind the Locker
50B show?

VS: To show smaller art
in a semi-formal environ-
ment, one open to students
sotheycould seeeachother’s
work. Just easy access. |
think with smaller work,
people can try different
things because they’re not
as intimidated by size or
cost of materials.

CT:Whatarethecrite-
riafortheworkin Locker

Amber Hendrix

50B?

VS: It has to fit.
That’s the main
thing. I guess it’s ul-
timately up to the
curator, which hap-
pens to be me this
time.

CT:Whatdoyou
thinkisimportant
about smallwork?
Do you think it’s
valid?

VS: I think it’s
important because
it’s something that I
enjoy working with,
a smaller scale.

My personal ex-
perienceisthatother
peoplemightnot find
it valid, but I don’t
really care.

CT: What made
youwantto havea
show like this?

VS:Itwasjustan
idea. I've only been
developing it for a
couple weeks. I
turned my locker
into a gallery, put
walls up, put a floor down and put together
a show.

CT:Wereyoualreadythinking about
people who had done smaller works?

VS:Yeah, Ithought aboutit beforehand
so that I could mention it to people with
smaller works. That way, I could just go to
them really quickly and take something
they already had and put it in the show.

CT: How did you go about getting
your idea to become reality?

VS: I just moved my stuff and put the
wallsup. Iwasreally glad that people were
able to give me work to put in the show on
such short notice.

CT: Since the art world is so frag-
mented and varied, do you think it’s
important to have work that stands
out? What do you think makes good
art?

VS: I think it is important for work to
stand out. Materials being used are impor-
tant. Interesting images and subject mat-
ter.Iguessjusttryingtododifferent things;
I don’t really see why you need to keep
doing the same things over and over. Vari-
ety isimportant, not just from other people
but what you’re doing yourself.

CT: What are your influences as an
artist?

VS: I'm influenced by my peers. I think
that’s one reason I put this show together,

Visitors peer into Locker 50B

Amber Hendrix

so people could see each other’s work, and
not just leaning against walls. As far as
established artists, Tom Freedman.

CT: What are your future plans for
Locker 50B?

VS: I want to have shows every two to
three weeks. I think I'll try to keep curating
them this semester. Eventually, I want to
get other people involved. I don’t want it to
be just what I like, but try to make it more
of ‘a gallery,” rather than just ‘my gallery.’

CT: Does Locker 50B make art more
accessibletopeoplewhoaren’tartists?

VS: I think any representation of art
might do that. It’s definitely not as re-
stricted as an actual gallery.

CT:Suppose you hadn’t been able to
set up the show in your locker, where
else could you exhibit a show like this?

VS: A bathroom, shoe boxes, bags. I
could always pretend I was bringing in my
lunch butitwould really be art- a‘lunchbox
gallery.’

“Primer” can be viewed in Locker 50B
by appointment only. The Commonwealth
Times will include the dates for the next
Locker 50B exhibit in the upcoming calen-
dar section.
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My War battles through Richmond scene

BY SAGHI TEHRAN

Spectrum editor

Editor’s Note: this story is a continua-
tion from the Monday, March 25 issue.

The following is a recent interview with
local band, My War. My War is: Braden
Govoni, vocals; Keith Browne, bass; Jason
Steed, also known as “Tinc,” guitar; Bran-
don Ellison, drums and Luke Deskins,
guitar.

CT: How would you describe your
music for someone who has never
heard it before?

Browne: I guess the way I could de-
scribe it to somebody would probably be
pretty loud, fast, aggressive. Not anything
that wouldn’t be considered “in your face.”
It’s pretty noticeable when we play that
we're not quiet.

CT: How long have you been to-
gether?

Govoni: Four out of five of ushave been
in a band together for two and a halfyears
and what we’re doing is pretty much a
continuation of that, it’s just a different
name, different songs. It’s a different band
because we lost one member of the original
band and then Luke joined the new band,
but the four of us have been playing music
together in this line of thinking for close to
three years. The band itself has only been
together for four months.

CT: What are your influences?

Govoni: I would say as far as directly
influential music, obviously other hardcore
bands and other metal bands, there are
tons of specific ones. I'm sure any of us
could spout out a dozen bands that have
strongly influenced our individual style
but, beyond that, all of us listen to all
different kinds of music and I think that
definitely influences the way we play. I
mean, Tinc listens to a lot of jazz and while
that may not be on the surface as some-
thing you would think of when you listen to
hisguitarsound. It’s something thatis still
there in the way he writes music. Brandon
listens to a lot of country and I'm sure that
is something he thinks about. We all have
our different things that we listen to.

CT: Who writes the songs?

Deskins: We all write the songs, I'll
come up with a guitar part and maybe I'll
bring it to the band or Jason will do the
same or even Keith. Braden writes his own
lyrics.

CT: What inspired you to start a
band in the first place?

Browne: Pretty much ever since I was
young and being raised on MTV, I wanted
to be in a band and I loved playing music.
Ilearned how to play guitar and bass and
just got into the underground music scene
like punk rock and hardcore music, I just
enjoyed playing music and loved that feel-
ing I get from playing and recording and
putting out records.

Ellison: I would say getting into punk
rock really got me into music because be-
forethat Iwasn’t into any musicofany real
value. I actually went to the same high
school as two of these guys (Braden and
Luke) and they were much older than I
was. I was in eighth grade when they
graduated and my first local show was to
see their old band. I looked up to them so
much and it was cool because my first band
got to play with them. To be able to come
play with them as we’ve gotten older and
wiser has been a blast.

CT: Do you guys have any plans to
record something?

Govoni: Yeah, we're supposed to start
recording April 4. We’re just going to try to
record a short demo tape to send out for
booking an east coast tour this summer.
Beyond that, we’re going to try to record a
short CD or seven incher. It really all
depends on if someone is like ‘Hey, you
want to put out a record? or if we can come
up with money on our own.

CT:Doyouhopeonedaytobesigned
to a label?

Govoni: If a label that we respected on
an ethical level and if we respected them
money-wise, then if they wanted to put out
our record, I'm sure we’d be really happy. I
don’t think it’s a huge priority if that hap-

pens. If it doesn’t, we'll do it ourselves or
our friends will do it for us. We're all in this
whole punk rock, hardcore thing—it’s not a
priority toget signed, get adeal and go tour
the country. It’s doing things ourselves—
we'realwaysdoing what wedowithoutany
concern to follow the main stream-the
linear path toward being successful.

CT: What bands were you in before
this one and what are your current
side projects?

Browne: I am currently still in a band
that’s been running for six years now,
before I even joined this band, that is from
the Virginia Beach area called Sideburn
Black.

Steed: I'm also in another band that
had been going on previous to this band,
about six years, called Tri-state Killing
Spree and we've been really busy lately
trying to get out a new record. That’s the
only other thing I have going on, besides
trying to do this jazz thing I have been
trying to do for years, I can’t seem to find
the players. If anybody out there wants to,
come check me out. I play drums for that.

Ellison: I have been in another band
called Flicker Flame for about two and a
halfyears. I guess we’re around the North-
ern Virginia area, except for me going to
college in Richmond. I play drums in that

also, it’s kind of in a similar vein but we’re
more on the punk rock edge, more rock and
roll craziness.

CT: What bands are you currently
listening to?

Govoni: Everything by the Misfits, the
firsttwoIron Maiden records, Aphex Twin,
a lot of Verve, 108, Tragedy and DS13.

Browne: Just a wide variety of things,
whatever I'm in the mood for. I am con-
stantly buying records, I'm a real record
junkie. I always have to spend money on
that and keep the music going. Currently,
I'mreallyinto thisnew band thatis getting
pretty successful. They’re called And You
Will Know Us By The Trail Of The Dead.

It’'s been making me want to rock out
lately.

Steed: Currentlyin my CD player there
is one CD-Elvis Costello’s Greatest Hits.
What Inormally like to listen to on a day to
day basis is at least one song by Bruce
Springsteen, Coltrane, along with
Thelonius Monk. Of course, hardcore wise,
Agnostic Front has been in my CD player
recently, I had to get a good laugh out of it.
I'vealsobeenlistening tothe radio because
Thaveadrivingjoband all T haveis aradio,
no tape deck. Also, P.O.D., they rock. Just
kidding.

Ellison: I have been listening to so
much stuff right now, just random things.
I guess consistently I have been listening
toBlack Flag, Black Sabbath, Fu Manchu,
Turbo Negro, Country music, all kinds of
stuff.

Deskins: Lately I've been listening to
Black Sabbath, Led Zeppelin, Eye Hate
God, Michael Jackson, Prince, and various
other punk rock/hardcore bands.

CT: What do you each of you like to
do when you aren’t focusing on mu-
sic?

Govoni: When I'm not focusing on mu-
sic, I am failing out of college and the
reason I'm doing that is I'm devoting all of
my time to the band and to riding my bike

-
&

as much as possible and to painting. Ever
though I hate art school, I still really love
painting, that and bonsai trees—that’s what
Ido.

Browne: I'm currently an art student
too. 'm a senior photography and film
major and it’s frustrating to get a degree
and moveon towhatever. Iwork on various
projects in my free time and there’s also
lot of hanging out.

Steed: Waiting on my application from
VCU to see if I will be a student; riding my
bike a whole lot. Hoping to compete soon.
Hanging out with my girlfriend a lot and
my other full- time job—playing music. 1
have two full-time bands so that keeps me
pretty busy, traveling when I can, buying a
car when I have the money and sleeping.

Ellison: Besides this, lam always busy
trying to do my work and catch up on
things. 'msociology majorbutIdon’tknow
what I'm doing with that. I sit around, ]
listen to music a lot and I drive up Inter-
state I-95 a lot to go practice with my other
band. 'm trying to learn how to play guitar
in addition to drums.

Deskins: Aside from music I just hang
out with my girlfriend a lot and I have a
full-time job. I ride BMX when I can and
that’s about it.

Govoni: I need to add something, or
else I'll be in trouble. I also like to hang out
with my girlfriend a lot.

Browne: Yes, as do L.

CT: Has it been easy to get gigs
around Richmond?

Govoni: No! Basically ever since
Twister’s closed down it’s been kind of this
downturn over the entire Richmond scene
Iam beginning torealize that all punk rock
scenes have this trickle down effect from
larger clubs even though a lot of the shows
that our old band would have played
wouldn’thavebeenat Twister’s. They would
have played house shows or smaller ven-
ues-there has been a significant drop off in
that. I think it’s directly attributed to the
fact that there isn’t a consistent flow of
larger bands bringing in energy and bring-
ing kids out and getting kids more in-
volved. A lot of the kids that were intc
hardcore and punk rock when'I came tc
school in Richmond aren’t any more be:
cause they are all older and working jobs
and there hasn’t been an influx of younger
kids because there is no consistent show
space. Some 15 or 16-year-old’s mom isn'’t
going tolet them go to some hole in the wall
record store on Broad Street because they
don’t know what it is and it’s not chaper-
oned. Twister’s is supposedly opening ug
again soon and I'm personally hoping that
in two months, it’s going to kick start
things. The stuff that is going on down af
Alley Katz doesn’t really seem to have an
effect on the Richmond scene because it’s
downtown and shows there are sporadic af
best, so it’s really hard to get shows right
now. There is one house that is consis
tently doing shows and the 818 Space
(which is closing in May) and Alley Katz
and a couple of other 18 and up places that
we wouldn’t play at anyway.

CT: What do you guys think of the
Richmond music scene?

Browne: I have no problem, I wist
therewasmore, there used tobe more a few
years back as Braden said—you know i
fluctuates up and down, there’s you know
all different kinds of bands and all differ
ent kinds of styles and sounds, they are al
very good, some are bad. Richmond is ver;
populated with local music of all kinds
other than punk rock and hardcore, differ

WAR continued to page 1’
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ent indie-rock bands. I think right now
there needs to be some sort of new up-
bringing of music that will put Rich-
mond back on the map after this little
down time. Hopefully it will come back
up.

CT: What do you think about the
state of music right now? Would
you change anything?

Govoni: Ifweretalkingabout main-
stream music then I would change ev-
erything, because 99 percent of main-
stream music s really crappy this year.
Last year -- well I mean it goes up and
down. I mean by comparison 1994 and
1993 weresignificantly better than what
is going on now as far as what you see on
MTV. As far as the state of punk rock
and hardcore, I think it’s ridiculous
what’s going on. Every label is trying to
emulate the major labels, giving out
exclusive contracts and booking agents,
and allthese new kids arehearingabout
stuff at the mall that every label is
trying to emulate the mainstream. And
there are so many bad punk rock and
hardcore bands out there and there are
so many that are just copying one style
or another and they’re not trying to be
original or not even trying to do any-
thing. Well, they are just playing the
same games that bandslike Limp Bizkit
are, just on a smaller level.

Steed: Just to elaborate on what
Braden was saying, it seems as though
the punk rock/ hardcore scene -- what-
ever you want to call it -- is trying to
basically become the mainstream. Not
necessarily doing business as usual like
as the mainstream does it, but actually
becoming the mainstream. Especially
with bands like -- now I know I'm going
to make enemies -- but Dashboard Con-
fessional and Jimmy Eat World. All
these bands fed offbasically what all the
kids thought was underground and they
never were. It’s basically like making
theunderground above ground sothere’s
nomore underground! Everybodywho’s
doing it for themselves, who'’s out there
struggling and fighting and actually
touring in vans, mini-vans, big ass cars
-- whatever their touring in -- it’s basi-
cally strangling them out. It’s not really
giving them a chance. It’s weeding out
anybody that might actually be doing it
for the right reasons.

Browne: Well alot of the bands that
are considered heavy and on the rap/
rock/pop collaboration thing have been
labeled hardcore and that’s kind of a
downer for bands like us and other
bands because most of their songs are

about pretty unintelligent material. And
other bands come out and they sound
moreintelligent than just writing songs
about getting the Nookie and becoming
popular and what happens in radio is
that there is a loss of intelligent music.
I'mnotsayingpolitical, but maybe some-
thing with a little more thought behind
it other than just trying to be a weird
guy playing guitar, youknow, and wear-
ing a mask -- just more substance than
having a gimmick and beingridiculous.
Just broadening your mind and think-
ing a little bit, not just being an upset
teenager mad at your mom because she
won’t let you go out to the mall.

Ellison: I just recently experienced
somereallygreatkidsinthepunkscene.
I agree with these guys that on the
surface a lot of stuff has really gotten
bad, both in the mainstream and the
punk rock and hardcore scenes as well,
but I went to New York and saw some
people thatreally inspired mylife. I saw
these kids that were thirteen, fourteen
and fifteen years-old putting on shows,
running a hall by themselves, having
bands, having zines and totally doing
their own thing and not being influ-
enced by major labels or anything and
just living the lifestyle and really being
sincere aboutitanditreallymeantalot.
And I still think there is some sincere
stuff going on in punk and yeah, you
might have todigdeep for it, but it’s still
there and you may look at the surface
and it looks bad but there’s still a good
foundation underneath.

Govoni: Yeah, I mean despite my
disillusion with what’s going on, Bran-
don is really right and when our previ-
ous band toured across the country last
summer we met alot ofawesome kidsin
Colombia, Missouri and Illinois. There
are lots of kids out there that are doing
things in the true spirit of what punk
rock and hardcore is about.Idon’t want
to come off like I don’t think that’s out
there, but there definitely is less of that
and part of it is an age gap as well and
most of the people that were doing those
things five or six years ago are getting
old, and for lack of a better word, cash-
ing in.

CT: Would you guys like to add
anything else?

Ellison: “Hail -Satan, party hardy
and surf naked!”

The band will play at 818 Space
tonight with three out-of-town
bands. Show starts at 7 p.m. and
admission is $3-5.

Got a question?
Ask Bob.

If you have a question you
would like answered, send
it to ctvcu@hotmail.com.
Put “Ask Bob” in the
subject line. Bob will
answer your questions
biweekly.

Chapter 01: a
hopeful beginning

MELISSA NOBLE

Spectrum writer

Living in the middle of a college
campus and a city, it is easy to find a
considerable amount of entertainment
on the weekend. Somewhere amid the
confusion, you can find events that have

substantive worth. For example: “A Tale

of Two Cities: Chapter 01" was a collabo-
rative effort by Tequila Sound Records,
Mixmedia, Icarus and High-5 produc-
tions.

Held at Outlaws in Shockoe Bottom,
“Chapter 01” was a cohesion of music,
art and fashion. This party attempted to
recapture the magic of past events
thrown by Mixmedia at the Shockoe
Bottom Art Center.

Although there are various gallery
openings and local bars that display
Richmond’s musical

Courtesy of monkeystyle.com

East Coast Boogiemen DJ

the VCU fashion department is “very
multi-faceted, offering a wide variety of
creative along with business oriented
classes.”
The music and art twisted together,
forming an alliance

talents, productions
this organized are
less frequent.
“Chapter 01” was an
important outlet for
those who enjoy
electronic music, art
and fashion all in
one.

The fashion
show, orchestrated
by Ronda Gregorio,

- “A Tale of Two Cities:
Chapter 01” was a col-
laborative effort by Te-
quila Sound Records,
Mixmedia, Icarus and
High-5 productions.

of wordless expres-
sions. The music,
orgar.ized by
Tequila Sound
Records, was okay.
Tequila Sound is
known for produc-
ing house, broken
beat and
downtempo sounds.
Featured DJs were
East Coast

was a mixture of
knits, denim, dyed garments, dresses,

sportswear and lingerie. Though much of

the show included styles from last year’s
event, there was one new piece, Shibori -
- a stunning Japanese tie-dye.

Nick Look, a second year fashion
merchandising major aided in the
production of the fashion show. He said

East Coast Boogiemen DJ

Courtesy of monkeystyle.com

Boogiemen, Karri
On and James Newton.

Even though it is tempting to catego-
rize music and fit genres into set defini-
tions, Sam Poulin, a featured local
Richmond DJ, doesn’t see it as black and
white. Poulin , a house DJ, said he
incorporates everything from reggae to
hip hop to jazz to blues into his music.

He said that the goal of
such events is to “produce
something genuine and
sincere to an audience that
otherwise wouldn’t pay
attention.”

Paula Hazelwood, a
featured artist, produced an
“abstract flow of energy”
through oil on canvas paired
with portraits and black and
white photography. As an
artist, Hazelwood said she
enjoys events like this
because artwork can be
discussed in a comfortable
atmosphere -- an aestheti-
cally pleasing environment
of abstract beats, multi-
colored lights and enthusias-
tic people.

“Chapter 01” was essen-
tially an attempt to build an
appreciation for under-
ground artforms. All things
fair, the creators of “Chapter
01" have set up a fitting
prologue for the rest of the
book.
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Jeffrey Z. Qureshi

Slackers of the
world unite and

take over

Editor’s Note: Afterreceiving hisgradu-
ate degree in 1996, former Commonwealth
Times editorial board member and colum-
nist, Jeffrey Z. Qureshi, Esq., has returned
to pick up where he left off.

So, where did I leave this column when
Ileft MCV... ah, yes, with “Slackers of the
World Unite and Take Over.” Today is a
good a day to take over.

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST? NOT LIKELY

The Arab League summit began
Wednesday. Twenty-two Arab nations are
meeting to evaluate the Saudi proposal of
full Israelirecognition in exchange forland
won and occupied by Israel since the 1967
war. There are two issues that must be
addressed. First, whether Israel will allow
Palestinian leader Yassar Arafat toattend
the Beirut summit. Second, and more
importantly, if he goes, will Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon let Arafat return to

QURESHI continued to page 19
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CLASS PARTICIPATION

HAS A NEW

MEANING ...

vy Mike Talley

he CT received a letter from

some “concerned students

at VCU” stating their dis-

content with the food ser-
vices at Hibbs Dining Facility. The com-
plaints contend that the facility neglects
health concerns, service quality, nutri-
tional menu balance and limited veg-
etarian options.

The students who sent this letter are
planning to boycott the dining facility
today and it is the opinion and hopes of
The Commonwealth Times Editorial
Board that this protestis successful and
strikes a chord with the powers that be.

Traditionally, this is not a pro-active
campus — partially because of the stu-
dent commuter to campus resident ra-
tiois very unbalanced (a commuter sur-
vey taken in 1996 revealed that nearly
70 percent of VCU students commute).
Another factor appears to be general
apathy. And when you take into consid-
eration that a good number of students

attend night classes, one can see why stu-
dent protests and unity seems tobe lacking

Surprisingly enough,
there are actually stu-
dents at this institution
who are pro-active. The
question is how many
are there?

at this institution.

Pam Harabis, ARAMARK’s Senior Food
Service Director says that ARAMARK is
addressingtheissues and complaintsmade
by students and their goal remains to pro-
vide the best possible services in VCU’s

Students plan to rally against bad food

It’s about time. Hibbs’ dining experience worthy of students’ outcry

dining facilities. If that is the case, then
why are students planning a protest
today?

Sanitation, heath, service and menu
issues need to be addressed at every
meal, notjust whenstudentshavetofile
complaints and stage protests. Students
pay more than $1,000 per semester for
full meal plans. If students are expected
topay more than $2,000 ayeartodineat
VCU’s dining facilities, they’d best get
their money’s worth. At the very least,
students shouldn’t have to worry about
drinking rotten milk, eating leftover
meals, receiving poor service and hav-
ing a limited dining selection.

Students should come out in force to
support this boycott. In addition, ad-
ministration officials need to swiftly
address and resolve this issue. If VCU
ever wants to expand on-campus resi-
dents, they’d better be sure they are
able to provide above-adequate services
to students.

Have an opinion? Send it to ctvcu @hotmail.com

Amul Madan

Final Four frenzy

Over the past few weeks or so, college
basketball enthusiasts as well as occa-
sional followers of the game have turned
on their TVs to watch the NCAA tourna-
ment. As the tournament started, many
predictions were made that just didn’t pan
out the way they should have to. I, like
many other followers of college basketball,
printed out brackets and became engaged
in tournament play. And just like those
who followed the NCAA tournament thus
far, my brackets were shot by the end of the
first weekend.

For those who don’t follow college bas-
ketball and haven’t been following me
since the onset of this article, let me ex-
plain. Every year - the NCAA selection
committee selects 64 teams to play in the
NCAA tournament based on records and
how they did in their respective conference
tournaments. The selection committee then
places those 64 teams into regions (either
the West, East, Midwest or South regions).
Play began on March 14 and 15 and will
conclude on April 1, when two teams meet
in Atlanta and play to determine who will
lay claim to college basketball’s National
Championship.

Of course, for those who already know
about the selection committee, have been

MADAN continued to page 19
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Executive editor

ROBB CROCKER
Editorial editor

The opinion section of The Com-
monwealth Times is a forum open to
the public. Virginia Commonwealth
University students, faculty and ad-
ministrators are encouraged to sub-
mit letters and columns expressing
their opinionsand concerns. Theopin-
ionsexpressed are those ofindividual
writers and do not necessarily reflect
the views of The Commonwealth
Times or VCU. Editorials represent
the institutional opinion of the Com-
monwealth Times.

We reserve the right to edit all
letters for grammar, style and space.
Letters should not exceed one single-
spaced typed page. Letters must be
signed and must include daytime
and evening phone numbers.

CTe-mail: CTVCU@hotmail .com.
Mailing address: P. O. Box 842010,
Richmond, VA 23284-2010. Drop box
location: Room 1149, T. Edward
Temple Building.
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Continued from page 18

watching the games and following
the brackets,etc., you are aware of
the upsets that have occurred over
the past few weeks. I, like a few other
people I know, picked USC to upset
Duke in the Sweet 16, not knowing
that they would be upset in the first
round by our own conference foes,
UNC-Wilmington. At any rate, the
final four is now upon us, meaning
that March Madness, although in
full swing, is drawing to a close.

As aresult of the USC pick falling
short, my bracket now reads like
everyone else’s: Indiana, Oklahoma
(my Arizonapick fell short too), Mary-
land and Kansas. Now, unlike many
of the experts’ picks, I am picking
Maryland towinit all, not Kansas or
Oklahoma. But only time will tell.

QURESHI

Continued from page 18

Ramallah?

President Bush backs Arafat’s partici-
pation in the event and is placing what
little pressure he can on Sharon to be
reasonable. Israel remains defiant. Ac-
cording to a March 25 Washington Post
article, should the summit fail and attacks
continue, Sharon and his advisors plan for
an extreme escalation in the armed con-
flict. Sharon’s scheme to increase Israel’s
state sponsored terrorism against the Pal-
estinians is dangerous, if not a wanton
disregard for humanity.

Itisimportanttorememberthat Sharon
was a key figure in the September 1982
slaughter of Palestinians at Sabra and
Shatila. As adirect result of the massacre,
Sharon was forced to resign as Minister of
Defense in 1983. He has a long history of
violent confrontations and his recent deci-
sions demonstrate his strong belief in the
use of force rather than diplomacy.

President Bushisdoingthebestaleader
can in this tense situation. The fact he
dispatched Vice President Dick Cheney
indicates Bush understands the matter’s
gravitas. Cheney did not meet with Arafat,
a calculated move to put more pressure on
Israel to do the right thing.

But if Arafat does attend, no doubt
Sharon will not allow him to re-enter
Ramallah. The Israeli leader could use a
myriad of excuses in support of a finding
that Arafat furthered terrorism duringthe
Arab League summit. While this may
seem an easy way to dismiss the Palestin-
ian leader, it could also backfire and result
in more attacks by Iranian backed
Hammas.

A friend of mine, who is Jewish, sug-
gested that an economic approach to this
conflict would be far superior than a war of
attrition. Set up a true market economy,
stop the flow of Israeli and Palestinian
subsidies and provide a true incentive for,
peace, peace through capitalism. Sounds
too easy to work, but I like it!

© NEXT WEEK: JEFFREY QURESHI TALKS ABOUT

MARION BARRY’S TROUBLED WASHINGTON LEGACY.

Letter outlines students’ dining concerns

To Whom It May Concern:

We, the students of Virginia Common-
wealth University, would like to bring to
your attention our concerns involving the
Hibbs dinning facility. In the following we
have compiled a concise list of common
concerns and complaints about Hibbs.

1.Quality of Food: This includes sanita-
tion concerns, such as the mishandling of
silverware, dishes and food by Hibbs em-
ployees. On more than one occasion, stu-
dents have observed employees not wear-
ing gloves when handling these items.
Students report seeing employees going to
the restroom without removing or chang-
ing their gloves.

The absence of running water to wash
ice cream scoopsis another concern; scoops
which have been handled are often leftin a
bucket of stagnant water. Weekend food is
aspecial aconcern of ours, due to warnings
from employees not to eat certain several-
day-old foods (hamburgers, fish fillets,
chicken patties, various sauces). In addi-

tion, sour milk and fermented fruit salad
have been distributedon numerous occa-
sions for several days in a row; this raises
health concerns in addition to quality con-
cerns.

2. Service: There is a general inconsis-
tency with service at Hibbs; quality service
seems to be the exception rather than the
rule. Service is also inhibited by the gen-
eral rudeness of employees, as well as
apathytowards theirjobs; some employees
even harass female students. Often em-
ployees do not know what they are serving
when asked and make no effort to find out.
Drink dispensers frequentlyproduce wa-
ter rather than the labeled beverage, and
silverware and dishes repeatedly run out.
On the weekends Hibbs is understaffed
and unprepared to deal with the students;
this results in poor service and long waits.

3. Selection: Food at Hibbs is regularly
unvaried and nutritionally unbalanced.
On weekends foods such as hamburgers
and fries are, most of the time the only

option. Many students complain about the’
limited and fluctuating vegetarian dishes,
which are especially scarce on the week-
ends:

We feel that these problems have be-
come intolerable. This letter, the enclosed
petition and the subsequent boycott on
March 28, 2002 are efforts by the students
of Virginia Commonwealth University to
change the conditions at Hibbs dinning
facility. Thank you for your time and
consideration on this matter. We hope
these actions will prompt decisive and ef-
fective changes for the Hibbs dinning facil-
ity.

Sincerely,

Concerned Students at Virginia
Commonwealth University

® THIS LETTER HAS NOT BEEN EDITED. IT HAS BEEN
PUBLISHED EXACTLY THE SAME WAY THE
COMMONWEALTH TIMES RECEIVED IT.

ARAMARK responds to students’ concerns

March 27, 2002

Dear Students,

I want to respond to student concerns
regarding the Hibbs Dining Center re-
cently communicated to me through meet-
ings, SGA minutes and a letter from con-
cerned students. As always, we appreciate
and welcome your comments on dining
services. The comments can be grouped
into three areas: quality of food, customer
service and food selection.

Quality of Food

* Food items are prepared only for the
meal intended and unused portions from
previous meals are not served again as
main entrees.

* Milk is typically delivered as needed
and the dairy supplier rotates the inven-
tory. We will begin using a new dairy
distributor who will provide daily deliver-
ies. 2

e Prior to spring break, we received
several comment cards from students re-
garding a sanitation concern with the ice
cream freezer. We immediately responded
to the concern and removed hard packed
ice cream and replaced the ice cream with
noveltybarssuchas popsiclesandice cream
sandwiches.

® According tothe Virginia Department
of Health, an employee is not required to
wear gloves while handling silverware and
dishes. FDA requirements state that
gloves, tongs, or tissue paper are required
when handling food. VCU Dining Services
and ARAMARK have set a higher stan-
dard and require the use of gloves. Boxes
of disposable gloves are placed at each food
station for use while serving and handling
food product.

Customer Service

e In the fall, the ARAMARK manage-
ment team was introduced to the RA staff.
Table tents were displayed for a week with
the names and contact information for all
managers. All correspondence sent out
from Dining Services includes a website
address where an on-line comment card is
available. A series of “Dine with the
Director’meetings were held this year at
Hibbs, Larrick, and the University Stu-
dent Commons. Comment card boxes were
installed at all dining locations in the fall.
As a result of a recent comment card,
changes were made to the ice cream sta-

ion.

¢ Beginning last fall, we-added a'more

comprehensive Sanitation and Safety train-
ing for our employees. To date, over 100
employeeshavebeen through thetraining,
which emphasizes the importance of food
safetyandincludesathorough “hand-wash-
ing” demonstration.

* Since the fall, ARAMARK has added
a full-time Human Resources position to
enhance the employee work force. Dining
Services now conducts employee back-
ground checks prior to employment and
this process has helped us screen employ-
ees more efficiently.

* Employee FocusGroups began in the
fall to encourage employees to voice their
concerns to management. As a result, we
have implemented an Employee of the
Month program where we recognize em-
ployees who exemplify the spirit of service.
Since the fall, all employees have been
raised above minimum wage and no one is
employed at minimum wage.

Food Selection

o A four-week menucycleisin place and
fresh food is prepared for all meal periods.
Occasionally, with food safety as a top
priority, we utilize unused portionsin soups
and other foods if needed.

¢ Vegan Action, a not for profitadvocacy
group, has worked with us to incorporate
morevegan/vegetarianitemsintoourmenu
cycle. We hosted a vegan/vegetarian class
inthefall and presented menuitems which
havesincebeenincorporatedintoour menu
cycle. Vegan Action helped us identify
vegan/vegetarian items and has allowed
us to correctly label these items.

Together, VCU Dining Services and
ARAMARKhave made many changes over
the past year because of student input.

* Students are now allowed “take out”
meals for more flexibility and convenience.

* Late night meal equivalency is avail-
ableforstudentsat the University Student
Commons.

* Students are now able to enjoy can-
tinuous service at Hibbs every day of the
week.

WhatIhopeyou canseeisaspirit onthe
part of ARAMARK and VCU Dining Ser-
vices to be more entrepreneurial and will-
ing to respond to requested changes.

Recognizing we are all better served
withopenlines of communication and feed-
back, I am taking the additional actions
enumerated below:

* 11 An open letter to'conccerned students * v« + =

will be provided to the Resident Advisor for
Johnson Hall, Brandon Jaycox, for further
distribution to students.

2. An additional series of “Dine with the
Director” will be held beginning Thursday,
March 28" and every Thursday in April at
5:30pm in U Club as a forum to address
student concerns. E-mail will be sent from
Brandon Jaycox tointerested students and
posters will be placed in Hibbs and distrib-
uted to the residence halls. This regular
monthly event will continue to be part of
the communication process.

3. A formal Food Advisory Committee
will be established in the near future.

4. Acommunications plan willbeimple-
mented to include meetings with RA’s;
posters in residence halls with contact
information; manager contactinformation/
communication board to be installed at
Hibbs and Larrick with Dining Services
contact information and happenings;
weekly dining table tents will also include
contact information, etc. g

5.“Meet the Manager” night will be held
on Tuesday, April 2 at Hibbs. Flyers with
contact information will be posted. )

6. At every meal, one of three managers
will be “on the floor” along with the super-
visors during meal service. Managers will
make it a policy to engage in conversation
with students during meal periods and will
report findings back.

We want to reiterate our commitment
to the students and faculty of VCU that we
strive to make dining services at VCU the
very best. We would like to apologize for
any inconvenience we have caused and we
hope we have opened the lines of communi-
cation. By working together, we can con-
tinue to make improvements. As always,
we welcome your feedback.

Sincerely,

Pam Harabis

ARAMARK,

Senior Food Service Director

© ARAMARK, THE CONTRACTOR THAT PROVIDES FOOD
TO STUDENTS AT THE HIBBS DINING FACILITIES, ISSUED
THIS RESPONSE TO STUDENTS CONCERNS WEDNESDAY.
THE COMMONWEALTH TIMES HAS ALSO PUBLISHED THE
LETTER AS IT RECEIVED IT.
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Baseball team rolls
past Liberty, 11-3

FROM NEWS SOURCES

Juniors Jose Pabon and Justin
Mattison each went four for five to pace a
17-hit VCU attack as the Rams defeated
Liberty 11-3 Tuesday afternoon at The
Diamond.

Mattison also knocked in a game-high
three runs for the Rams, who improved
to 16-10 overall and increased their win-
ning streak to a season-best six games,
while Pabon had a double and a solo
home run in the win. Senior Bryan
Gillespie and junior left fielder Rigo
Orozco added a pair of RBI in the affair
and VCU also received two hits each
from senior center fielder Joe Jackson,
junior first baseman Danny Lopaze and
freshman catcher Jeff Parrish.

Rams’ senior starter Bo'Acors upped
hisseasonrecordto4-1withsevenstrong
innings on the mound. The right-hander
allowed just one earned run and six hits
while striking out four Flames’ hitters.

VCU got its scoring done early when
the Rams put up six runs in the bottom of
thefirstinning. Jackson openedthe frame
with a base hit and crossed the plate on a
balk preceded by a throwing error from
Liberty pitcher Jeff Lever (0-1) for the
game’s first run.

Consecutive one-outsinglesby Pabon,
Lopaze and sophomore third baseman

Nick Jones thenloaded thebases, and awalk
to Gillespie followed by an Orozco sacrifice
fly gave VCU a 3-0 advantage. Mattison,
Parrish and Jackson then strung together
RBI singles to close out the inning.

Liberty scored two unearned runs in the
top of the fourth to close the deficit to four.
Junior center fielder Keith Butler led witha
base hit and moved to second on a sacrifice
bunt from second baseman Larry Wayne
York. After a Rams’ error, senior first
baseman Kelly Knouse drove home Butler
with a fielder’s choice and later came in on a
single off the bat of classmate Steve Baker to
make the score 6-2.

VCU came out swinging in the bottom of
the fourth, when a walk and two hitbatsmen
filled the bases with one out. Gillespie then
delivered asacrifice fly to plate senior second
baseman Chris Gerrity, and Orozco and
Mattison laced run-scoring singles later in
the frame to put the Rams up 9-2. VCU
extended the margin to eight runsin the fifth
when Pabon launched his third homer of the
yearoffFlames’reliver Joey Mathew Babyak.

Butler and Baker each compiled a pair of
hits for Liberty, which fell to 13-8-1 with the
defeat.

VCU will beback in action athome tomor-
row evening when the Rams meet Drexel at
The Diamond. Game time is 7 p.m.

Women’s tennis team
wins at South Carolina

FROM NEWS SOURCES

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The 12th-
ranked VCU Rams won their seventh
consecutive match on Sunday afternoon,
defeating 23rd-ranked South Carolina
atthe Maxcy Gregg Tennis Center on the
USC Campus.

With the win, VCU improves to 10-1
overall while USC falls to 11-4.

South Carolina won a tough doubles
point by taking two of the three doubles
matches. The Rams were victorious at
the No. 1 position, as Martina Nedelkova
and Andrea Ondrisova defeated Kathy
Boyanovich and Jennifer Radman, 8-6.

VCU tied the match by with a 6-3, 6-1
win in No. 2 singles, as Ondrisova de-
feated Radman. VCU then took a 2-11lead

as Silvia Urickova beat USC’s Kathy
Boyanovich 6-1, 6-4 in No. 3 singles.

The Rams then ran their lead to 3-1 with
a win at No. 6 singles, as Jana Carollo
downed Ayako Suzuki6-3,6-2. VCU clinched
the match with a win at No. 5 singles as
Barbora Zahnova defeated USC’s Jodi
Kenoyer 6-0, 2-6, 6-2.

AttheNo. 1position,48th-ranked Martina
Nedelkovawonathree-setthrillerover57th-
ranked Katarina, 5-7, 6-2, 6-2. South
Carolina’s Lynn-Yin Tan defeated Christina
Gago in the final match of the day at No. 4
singles, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3.

VCU,whichhaswonitslastthreematches
on the road, all against ranked opponents,
travels to face James Madison Tues., March
26 at 3 p.m.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
MATCH POSTPONED

Tuesday afternoon’s women'’s

tennis match between VCU and
James Madison has been postponed
duetoraininthe Harrisonburgarea.
Nomakeupdatehasbeen announced.

Derek Stamey ®

Out of Bounds

Attention all Rams fans. Tired of
longing for a football team to call your
own? Sick oflistening toall of your long-
distance friends bragging about the glo-
ries of their football teams? Well, its
time to stand up and be proud because
VCU has a football team. Yes, that’s
right. Thisisnomisprint. VCU now has
afootball team. Not only do they have a
team, but they also have a team that is
expected to win a championship. VCU
has a football team that is exciting of-
fensively and hard working defensively.
VCU has professional talent. VCU has
the Richmond Speed.

The Richmond Speed returns to the
Richmond Coliseum this spring for its
third season of Arena Football. Back
are most of the offensive stars that car-
ried the team to their first playoff ap-
pearance and a slot in the Arena2 foot-
ball championship. The Speed is sure to
excite and probably will make a similar

No football? Think again

run, given the amountoftalentit brings
tothisupcoming campaign, which brings
me to my main point.

The Richmond Coliseum is less than
five minutes from the Academic Cam-
pus and literally a stone’s throw from
the MCV Campus.

VCU, as we all know, lacks the facili-
ties and the necessary money for a foot-
ball team. What the university lacks,
theRichmond Speed provides. Andwhy
shouldn’t we all take advantage of this?

VCU students, we now have a foot-
ball team to call our own. It’s a proven
winner and it’s quality entertainment.
All it takes is our support. It's footbal
whether it wears our colors or attends
our classes. And who knows, with a
large constant turnout, maybe the foot-
ball orphans of VCU can have a team of
their own someday. But until that day
comes, I'm pulling for the Speed.

Men'’s tennis team downs ODU

FROM NEWS SOURCES

VCU improved to 15-2 on the season
after defeating Old Dominion, 5-2, on Sun-
day afternoon at Thalhimer Tennis Cen-
ter.

The Rams got off to a quick start, claim-
ing the doubles point by winning all three
doubles matches. VCU’s seventh-ranked
team of Florian Marquardtand PedroNieto
won at the No. 1 position, 8-5, over Zoltan
Csanadi and Izak van der Merwe. Marton
Ott and Mats Norin won at the No. 2 slot,

Sports schedule

THURSDAY MARCH 28
Men’s Tennis vs. Tulane 3 p.m.

while Fernando Sanchez and Daniel
Casquero earned victory at No. 3.

U claimed victory in the top four
singles matches. Marquardt, Casqueroand
Norin each won in straight sets at No. 2,
No. 3 and No. 4, respectively, while Pedro
Nieto won 7-6, 5-7, 7-5 over Csanadiat the
No. 1 position. Old Dominion won at the
final two singles positions, with Salman
Mohammad winning 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 over
Julien Lousao at No. 5, and Niklas
Oskarsson winning by injury default over
Sanchez at No. 6.

FRIDAY MARCH 29

Men’s Track and Field at Raleigh Relays
Women’s Track and Field at Raleigh Relays
Baseball vs. Drexel 7 p.m.

SATURDAY MARCH 30

Baseball vs. Drexel 4 p.m.
Men’s Track and Field at Raleigh Relays
Women’s Track and Field at Raleigh Relays

%&

Women’s Tennis at Tulane 10 a.m.

SUNDAY MARCH 31
Baseball vs. Drexel 2 p.m.
Men’s Tennis at North Carolina 1 p.m.
Women’s Tennis at South Alabama 11 a.m.
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