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Gay students attacked on campus 
OLIVIA LLOYD 
Executive Editor 

The di versity of VCU has heen scruti­
nized afte r a recent unpreceden ted attack on 
a gay-student organi zation. 

The allack occurred around 10 p.m. SepL 
17 as members of VCU 's Sexual Minority 
Student A lliance met in the University Stu­
dent Commons. 

"One of the guys came in and said that 
there was a group of guys outside thai had just 
hithim because he was gay," said Joye Abboll , 
20, a freshman women's study major who 
was anending her second meeting. 

Members of the SMSA went outside to 
invest igate the student 's c laim and were 
greeted by several college-age men who re­
petiti vely yelled defamatory remarks at them. 

''They called us every name in the book ," 
said Kevin Pritchard, 27, a mass communica­
tio ns major and member of SMSA "] said, 
' Look,jusr be a man and walk away .' " 

Advert ising major Kevin Fenton, 22 , who 
was getting ready to leave the meeting, wit­
nessed the a ltercation as he was walking 10 his 
car. 

'There seem to be a face on between the 
five a lleged assa i lantsand the gay people," he 
said . "They were j ust arguing back and forth ." 

One man, Abbou said, dropped his pants 
and mooned the group. 

"They started charging," she said, "kind o f 
running back and forth. 

' 'The first guy came up and hit me in the 
side o f my head. 1 turned around and the 
second guy was charging at me as well , and 
that's when] pushed him away and he hit me 
in my mouth, busting the inside of my lip." 

Y\T he bealing didn ' t end there. 
' 'The lirst guy came up behind the second 

guy and struck me across my face , breaking 
my nose. 

" I was dumbfounded," she said. " I was 
knocked stupid , I couldn ' t comprehend what 
was going on after that." 

Fellow SMSA members escorted Abboll to 
the bathroom. She was later rushed to the 
hospital with another student and treated for 
head Irauma. 

"I've never been in a situation like that," she 
said. " I mean , ] knew that it happened; it 's kind 
of like that c liche, ' I never thought it could 
happen to me.' " 

Fenton agreed. 
" I' ve never had a problem at VCU," hesaid. 

"I've never been faced with any sort of hate 
crime ," 

Two men, ages 18 and 19, have been ar­
rested on charges of assault, said Capt. Carlton 
Edwards of VCU Police, but others remain at 
large. 

' 'There are many, many individuals in­
volved," Edwards said, "we just haven't been 
able 10 1D anyone else at this poinL 

"The suspects were former Virginia Union 
(Uni versity) students," he said . "We believe 

Why did this happen? 

I heard people say 'Oh my God, be hit her. I 
It's kind of like that cliche 

II never thought it could happen to me,l 
Hate dffects all of us. 

A guy came in gnd said ~hey' hit him 
vecause lIe was gay. 

~:~~ ,~~no~ ~~}~oK~aO~~~eS safe· 
and threw a punch. 

I've. heard people say derogatory stuff in classes 
to me about being gay. 

This is not going to stop me from being who I am, 
One of the guys mooned us and called us "faggots. II 

Our differences are what makes us strong, 
I believe fast week's attacks were a wake-up call'/i9 

' . our communi "I , 
The first guy struck rre aCf~ss my face, 

DreaKlng my nose. 
Hate crime legislation is a joke here in Virginia. 

they were indi viduals that just didn ' t like gay 
and lesbian individuals." 

StandingheforeacrowdedCommonwealth 
Ballroom during last Thursday night 's SMSA 
forum , Abboll reto ld the story of her assau lL 

With a black. eye and swollen nose, she 
broke down several times as she addressed 
more than I ()() li steners. 

"We' re a ll here to stand togelher," she said . 
" If we don't stand together we can ' I be heard. 

"Our diffe rences are what make us strong. 
Without everyone 's support , nothi ng b<.ln be 
changed." 

Facu lty , students, members o f the SMSA 
and other local gay, leshian and hisexual groups 
attended the forum to discuss the attack, in­
cluding the Richmond Pride Coalition, the 
Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network, 
Virginians for Justice and others. 

Some audience member,; consoled each 
other while others expressed concerns about 

Photo illustration : Sheena lloyd 

campus safe ty and uni versity's failure to pro~ 
vide notification ahout the a~sa ull. 

The decision ahout whether to noti fy st u­
dents and fac ulty ahout campus crime depends 
on whether it is a single ac t or a series o revents 
said Henry Rhone, vice provos t for Student 
Affairs. 

''Th is im:ident is what it is, just an incident," 
he said. "This kind o f incident IUl" not hap­
pened at VCU be fore." 

VCU President Eugene Trani described the 
incident as atypical o f the respect for di versity 
that ex ists at the university and added that VCU 

·wi ll continue to educate ahout di versity and 
celehrate di versity 

"We w; 1I continue to le t people know that 
we do not to lerate violence," he said, "and if 
such occurs, we wi ll respond immed iately 10 

halt such and take action against those who are 
involved in the instigation of violence." 

Contact: -liS: (804) 828-7058 - CTVCU@/zoi:l1-Lail.cOI1Z _ 
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Infectious Diseases Conference 
I p.m. to 2 p.m. meeting in Sanger 

Hall room 8-036 On the MCV campus. 
Open to the general public and all 

YCU fac ul ty, staff and students. 

Toni Morrison Celebration 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. meeting in Hibbs 

307. 111e general public is welcome to 
join YCU's English Club as they cel­
ebrate and discuss the work of Nobel 
Prize winning author Toni Morrison. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

Tuesday 
Oct. 1 

Coounuter Coft'eeBREAK 
9 a.m. to II a.m. in the University 

Student Commons. Students living off 
campus are invited to stop by for a free 
snack and cup of coffee. lnfonnation 
about OffCarnpus Student Services and 
representatives from co-sponsor depart­
ments will be available. 

ResiJme Workshop 
For VCU students, faculty, staff and 

alumni. 1l1e workshop meets in the 
University Student Commons Capital 
Ballroom C from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Oct. 2 

Marks for Success 
6:30 p.m. t08:30 p.m. in the Univer­

sity Student Commons Forum Room. 
Marks for Success isapresentation about 
betterstudy habits, test taking techniques 
and other general studyi.ng lips. . 

Domestic Violence Forum 
7p.m. t09p.m. in University Student 

Commons Capital Ball room A. Delta 
Sigma Theta and Student Affairs are 
sponsoring a forum about domestic vio­
lence open to the general public. 

Thursday 
Oct. 3 

Dog Show 
3 p.m.t04 p.m. in the courtyard of the 

Temple Bui lding. The mass communi­
cations faculty and staff will have a dog 
show. Registration is $5 per dog, free 
for spectators. Proceeds go !O the Mass 
Commun ications Giving Campaign. 
Contact Suzanne Hors ley at 
jshorsle@vcu.eduforaregistfationfonn. 

" The Boys Next Door" 
7 :30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Per­

fanning Arts Center, Raymond Hodges 
Theatre. "The Boys Next Door," by 
Tom Grimn and directed by Gary C. 
Hopper. Box Office: 828-6026. Free 
for VCU students with valid ID. Se­
niors, VCU fac ulty and staff: $8. Gen­
eral admission: $10. 

IN ·BRIEF 
VCU makes Influenza 

-vaccines readily 
available 

Whi le the supply last, Uni versity Student 
Health Services wi ll alTer free In ll uenza 
vaccines to fu ll-stime VCU students who 
were unable to receive tetanus vaccine the 
previous 2 semesters due to ·the nationwide 
tetanus shortage. 

Students should go to a VCU clinic on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:30 a. m. to 
II :30 a. m. or Tuesday and Thursday after­
noons from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to receive the 
vaccination. 

Clinics arc located at 1000 E. Marshall 
St. , room 305 in the YMI building on the 
medical campus, or 1300W. BroadSt. on the 
second Iloor of the Sports Medicine Build­
ing. 

Protesters' momentum 
weakens as crowd thins 

Police Making Preempti ve Arrests, some 
Say Protesters who threatened to blockade 
the annu al meetings of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank largely 
abandoned those plans yesterday, the second 
time in two days that a heavy security pres­
ence overwhelmed their ranks and easi ly 
contro lled downtown Washington, D.C. 

Poli ce prepared for as many as 20,000 
protesters, making this demonstration the 
largest since Apri l 2000's IMF and World 
Bank meeting. But po lice easily domi nated 
the scattered group of 3,000 to 5,000 people 
Saturday night. 

Protesters said the police limi ted their 
abi li ty to block delegates, but they claimed 
victory nonetheless. The April 2000 protests 
came several months after activists in Seattle 
had shut down meetings of the World Trade 
Organi zation amid clouds of tear gas and 
street batt les with police. 

Last year's annu al meetings were called 
off because of the terrori st allacks, and the 
anti-globali zation protests scheduled to co­
incide with them were replaced by smaller 
ant iwar marches. Some acti vists said the 
time gap between protests cost momentum. 

Friday 'S demonstrations resulted in the 
arrest of 649 protesters. Some protesters said 
the heavy police presence may have inti mi­
dated some activists. 

Many of the protesters said they believed 
the arrests were preempti ve and based on 
what police feared they might do, not what 
they actually did. There were scattered out­
breaks of minor property damage, incl uding 
the breaking of two windows at a Citibank 
branch at K Street and Vermont Avenue 
NW. 

In D.C. Superior Court , Saturday, 184 of 
the protesters arrested on Friday were ar­
rai gned. One hundred of these cases were 
dropped because there was no paperwork. 

Rumors pour at U-Va. 
when rain doesn't 

Conditions Leave College Town Battli ng 
More Than Drought 

With Charlottesville reservoirs threaten­
ing to dry up inj ust 88 days, some students at 

UV A have entertained thoughts of Chris t­
mas break starting around Thanksgiving. 

Rumors of an early university shutdown 
were so pervasi ve this past week that college 
oflicials sent an e-mail to students denying 
plans to send all 18,000 of them home early 

. to conserve water. 
The uni versity is supplied by the munici­

pal system, whose reservoirs are at 54.1 
percent of capacity . City officials said that 
with no rain and unyield ing consumption , 
they would run out of water in three months. 

Uni versity workers, meanwhi Ie, havebcen 
rushing around the school 's grounds chang­
ing showcrheads and faucets, turni ng down 
the ai rcondi tioning, closi ng poo ls and foun­
tains and selling up portable toilets at Scott 
Stadium. During summer break , 2 16 water­
conserving washing machi nes wt;?re installed 
in dorm itories, and the di ning hall s are using 
paper goods to avoid dishwash ing. 

Water use dropped by a third afterthecity 
and the uni versity insti tuted mandatory re­
strictions, but it has not been enough. City 
ofticialsareconsideri ng more drastic steps if 
the reservoirs drop e~en more. 

The city is ask ing the university reduce 
water use by 20 percent and is increasing 
water rates to encourage conservation . But ' 
city orticials say closing the uni versity is 
included onl y in "doomsday scenarios." 

Since students began classes Aug. 28, 
UV A has been bombarded with pleas, warn­
ings and direcli ves on water lise. 

Iraq rejects inspection 
revisions 

Teams Free to Return Only Under Old 
Rules Iraq said yesterday that it would not 
comply wi th any new U.N. Securi ty Council 
resolution that incorporates demands by the 
Bush administrat ion to revi se the rules gov­
erni ng the work of weapons inspectors in 
!rae(. 

Iraq's vice pres ident , Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, said weapons inspectors were free 
to return under an ex isti ng arrangement with 
the United Nati ons, but not if the Securi ty 
Counci l adopts a draft resolution being cir­
culated by the U.S. government. 

The resolution calls for inspectors to be 
accompanied by guards and be allowed to 
freely enter PresidentSaddam Hussein 's pal­
aces and orders Iraq to declare all weapons of 
mass destruction programs within 30 days 
and implicitly threatens mil itary action if 
Iraq fa ils to comply. 

Iraq announced Sept. 16 that it would 
accepttheuncondi tional retumof U.N. weap­
ons inspectors, who left Iraq in 1998 after a 
dispute over which facil ities they wou ld be 
allowed to visit. 

But within days, Hussein's government 
stipulated that it "will not cooperate with any 
new resolution that contradi cts what has 
been agreed upon with the [U.N.) secretary 
general," includ ing providing advance no­
tice and conducting inspections in the pres­
ence of diplomats. 

Bush, in his week ly radi o address, con­
tended that any delay in dealing with Iraq 
could have di sastrous consequences. 

Iraq lashed out yesterday at recent allega­
tions by Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld and national security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice that Iraq has provided 
traini ng and other assistance to Osama bin 
Laden' s al Qaeda organi zation. The Babel 
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newspaper, owned by Hussein 's eldest son, 
Uday, called the accusations a "stupid new 
American ploy" in a front-page edi tori al. 
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NEWS 
The changing-role of teachers in Virginia 
REBECCA ORTIZ 
News Writer 

Editor's Nole: Such evellls as the attach' 
Sept. II , the shootings at Columbine High 
School and th e impleJ1/ e"tat~(}fl of the Stan­
dartls of Learning and Internet classroom.v, 
have altered teacher's responsibility and teach­
ing methods ill Virginia's clas.\'rooms. Incom­
ing teachers have to be prepared/ora different 
classroom environment than their predeces­
.wrs to leach Th e Common wealth Times de­

"cideli fo interview two VCU administrators/or 
their viewpoints. Thej(Jllmvillg i.\' staJfwrite r 
Rebecca Ortiz '.\' interview with A/all McLeod. 
{/ivi.violl I~ead of teacher education for the 
Schoo/ of Education, alld Jill Fox, as!J'islallt 
divi.\';o ll head, concerning th e chunging ro/eof 
Virginia '.\' {eacher~' alld their classrool1l .\·. 

C ommonwealth Times : How have 
teachers had to adapt to the chang 
ing classroom situation now that 

the Internet and other technology have been 
implemented for classroom? What are the 
advantages and disadvantages'! A Ian McLeod: C learly, they are hav 

ing to make use of that technology. 
!t ' s not just the Internet. There are 

McLeod 

classroom. 

all kinds of technology 
play(ing)an increasing role 
in the classroom and in­
struction. 

(The teachers) have to 
become more knowledge­
able ahout what is avai l­
able on the Internet. 

I don't know that there 
is a particulardisadvantage 
to having the Internet in the 

The problems are do you have enough com­
puters and connections for the students? And 
have the teachers gotten signilicantly compe­
tent in the use of the technology and aware of 
the sites? I think many teachers are, and school 
divisions have been working with them to 
make sure just as we have to prepare graduates 
of our program to meet !hose standards. J ill Fox: One of the issues is that tech 

nology in the workspace and in life in 
general changes so quickly, and can 

the schools keep up with 
those cipnges? 

Can teachers keep their 
own knowledge base cur­
rent? 

CT: How do teachers 
keep themselves updated 
on the latest technology? 

McLeod: Many (teach-
Fox ers) have computers at 

home, and they use that 
. pretty regularly. (There are) staff development 
opportunities provided by the school divisions. 

Sometimes (teachers) come back and take 
classes at VCU in the technology. 

If they are going to use the Internet they will 
be exploring it , I should hope, on a pretty 
regular hasis searching for news ways to use 
the content available. 

Fox: The State Board of Education and the 
Department of Education ha veestablished tech-

nology standards for education personnel. We 
have had to request those standards in our 
program so that our graduates are competent. 

Going further than that, school divisions 
have had to provide training opportunities for 
teachers who are already in the class. School 
divisions have offered after-school workshops, 
joined in with VCU or one of the community 
colleges. 

I think when we iirst started using comput­
ers in the classroom, many of us were using 
them just to be using them. But now we are 
having to lookat how will the technology really 
enhance student learning, sort through the soft­
ware and the Web sites and really help students 
to make goals and objec ti ves. 

They aren' t just looking for the coolest 
soft ware; they are looking for the stuff that 
really will make the point that they are trying to 
get across. 

CT: What can incoming teachers expect 
when they enter today 's classroom in contrast 
to years before such events as the shootings at 
Columbine? 

Fox: Obviously, school security is a lot 
tighter than it was 10 years ago when I left 
elementary education. 

Visitors have to have a pass and there is a lot 
more scrutiny of people coming and going. 

I think that upper-elementary, middle-and 
high-school students are more conscience of 
the possibility of something that might happen, 
and they might be more observant of each 
other. 

McLeod: In some of the middle schools 
and high schools, you may find security per­
sonnel, resource officers, metal detectors, metal­
detecting wands just because those buildings 
are so large, and those are the age groups that 
are more likely to get into issues. But what we 
are talking about in large measure is around 
students and their behavior 

!t 's not so much their behavi ors have 
changed, it ' s the degree in the number of indi­
viduals who when I was growing up in the last 
century were called juvenile delinquents. 

Those who have issues emotionall y may 
behave in ways weprefer nottohave. What we 
do have now probably is a greater instance of 
children with very special needs, particularly 
those that come out of unsupportive environ­
ments. They are children really of children. 

Fox: I think there are also more new teach­
ers and parents that are much more proacti ve, 
(and) that parents with students (who have) 
special needs are becoming more involved. 

Parents arc much more likely to question 
policies and to make a positive contribution. 

McLeod: I think you will lind that happen­
ing a lot in schools that have the higher end of 
socioeconomic spectrum represented. 

You will lind it some in the lower economic 
spectrum, but you will also lind there that it is 
very difficult to be in touch wi th the parents. 
They don't come to school, in my experience, 
because they are working or for other reasons. 

You're going to lind at some schools con­
si_derable stability, basically where the middle­
class is highly represented. 

But in some urban inner-city and some 
suburban schools that cater to a .lower socio­
economic group in many instances because of 
the housing and the life , you will find regular 

turnover, particular in elementary school. 
You can go to certain schools and at the end 

of the year Ihere may (only) be a few children 
there that have been there the whole year. 

Solutions that are often propO:sed don' t of­
ten deal with the compl~x ity of the issues. 

CT: How do administrators help prepare 
incoming teachers for threats of violence? 

Fox: I think one of things we saw ~lner 
September I I wasa huge variety in the way that 
principals instructed the teachers to share what 
had happened to the children. 

The dissatisfaction among parents and 
among teachers was apparent. 

In many schools that I 'm aware of, the 
principal and the teachers have come to to· 
gether toestablish a policy that should there be 
a national emergency they wi ll he prepared. 
Prior to last t~ll1 , no one had ever even thought 
about how to deal with something like that. 

McLeod: M y understanding is that in some 
school divisions the communication came to 
the principals to not have the teachers te ll the 
students what was happening or to te ll them 
that there had been an attack but not to really go 
into the details around it. So you had children, 
in some instances, fearing that the attack was 
coming to the school. 

Fox: My son, (for example). 
McLeod: Others just had different posi­

tions around. it. You had some teachers who 
were gutsy and truthful with students. 

Fox: Even some who turned on the TV and 
allowed students 10 watch the TV coverage. 

I think it needs to be (a) jo int policy where 
parents and teachers and administrators work 
together to dec ide, OK this is the approach we 
want to take, and so everybody is aware of that 
approach before the cri sis happens. 

McLeod: You've got at least two dinerent 
levels: What should he happening school­
divisionwide and what should be happening in 
the building, and how do you make those two 
work together. 

CT: How do you think incoming tcachers 
should betrained IOdeal with possihle violence 
in their classrooms, such as the training with 
law enforcements at Gloucester High School 
where there was a mock shooting to trai n police 
for future violence similar to Columhine? 

McLeod: We can' t possihly do everything 
that needs to be done; it 's too complex and 
there are too many issues. Some of this has to 
occur off the job and through stalT develop­
ment. 

But we have a responsibility for addressing 
some of those possibilities, and a large part of 
that should occ ur when we are talking ahout 
managing the classroom and the hehavior of 
the students in the cl assroom, capturing their 
attention imaginatively so that they are en­
gaged in the lesson. 

I think our lirst obligat ion is to help teachers 
be successful in the classroom and (help them 
to be)comfortah1c having a pre tty good idea of 
what to do when certain situations ari se. 

There is no cookie-cutter formul a. We arc 
talking about human beings, and their hehav­
iors are not predictable and not consistent. 

Fox: I think that parents need to take a 
proacti ve role in helping our teachers t~~late 
to our students through child development in 
li nding out what might be going on physically 

and emot ionally with all students. 
CT: Aftcr such events as Scptcmhcr I I th, 

how can teathers learn to help their students 
deal with thesecventsand still keep thclllsci vcs 
in control'! 

McLeod: What you do is you have to step 
out of yourself and say my responsihilities are 
to these young pcople in the class. 

I'm going to have my own concerns ahout 
how are my children (are) doing or grandchil ­
dren, htlt I can't reall y do anything ahout that. 
I have to dcal with whcre I am, and so teachers 
wi ll have to rise up to that oct:asion and accept 
that rcsponsihility. 

When we get out there our primary ohliga­
ti on is to the students that (we) arc teaching. So 
many of our students for all the right reasons 
are trying to take additional t:()urses, and they 
arc having to work. And what we find happens 
for some of them is that they've taken on far 
more than they can chew and something has to 
give. 

, And if it stw1s to give in the ciassro()JlI , thcn 
they aren't going to suct:eed. l1)ey 've got to 
have thci r primary f(x:us ()n their stutlents :tnd 
their learning. Giving anything Icss than that is 
unacteptahle. 

The responsihility of teachers is to ope!1 
doors, not t lose them and wec lose doors when 
we do not g'ive our hest effort. Teat:hers need 
to prepare themse lves with a variety of situa­
tions. 

CT: Name three Illi.~jor t:oncerns you have 
for future teachers in Virginia. 

Fox: The growing popula(ion is a hig one, 
hut the numher one is the Standards of Learn­
ing,and I w()uld say that hehaviorguidanccand 
classroom management are also important. 

McLeod: I agree with those hut on the 
economic side the disparity among st:hool di­
visions, and thcirahi lity to prov ide the tcchnol­
()gy and teacher salary and (then) aging sch()()1 
huildings. 

CT: At:cording to the Richmond Times 
Dispatch, William Bosher, dean of the Sch,.,1 
of Education, as saying, "On-the-joh training 
with appropriate support makes a distint tion 
hetween hcing prepared f{)r a joh and actually 
heing ready to do it." 

Tn a nutshell , what do you think would help 
teachers the most in their training? 

McLeod: What would he my ideal model : 
We would he like medical school. 

We would hc housed in schools in the 
numhcrs that we necd to he to do thal and 
working wi th young people in the ciassrtKHn. 

We would do a wonderful joh with cl inital 
experience. We have good field experience 
opportunities. Now though, in the foundation 
of education courses we have practicum and 
teaching internships. Wecncourage volunteer 
attivitics, camps, Big Brother and Big Sister 
programs . 

Fox: I wish we had a largcr field hase in our 
program. We have tried to get adequate fund ­
ing from the state for our mentorsrnp program. 
They did fund us hut not to a degree that we 
would really get somethi ng appropriate. 

Ideally, those progranis would he devel­
oped in partnership hetween uni versities and 
school di v~"iio n s so that we can takc our gradu­
ates to a realistic env ironment. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Skydive! One Day first Tandem 

skydives from 2-1/2 miles up! 22 jumper 
aircraft. VCU Student Discounts! 
www.skydiveoran~e.com (877)348-3759 
(877-DIVESKY) 

Environmental 
Work to protect our environment 
1:30-10:30 M-F $350/wk 
Part Time also available. 
Call 342-1498 

SPRING BREAK 2003 
Travel With STS Americas #1 Student 

Tour Operator, Jamaica, Cancun, 
Acapulco, Bahamas, or Florida. Sell Trips 
Earn Cash Travel Free 

InformationlReservations 
1-800-648-48490rwww.ststravel.com 

SELL SPRING BREAK TRIPS 
ALL THE FUN & ALL THE PRO­

TECTIONS AMERICAN EXPRESS 
WORLDWIDE 

GURANTEED BEST BUY 
I FREE TRIP FOR EVERY 10 PAID 

OR CA$H STARTING WITH FIRST 
BOOKING YOU SELL-WE COLLECT 
PAYMENTS WORLD CLASS VACA­
TIONS 1-800-222-4432 

Bartenders needed. No experience nec­
essary. Earn upto $300/day. Call 866-29 1-
1884 ext. U162. 

THE LOST SOCK COIN LAUNDRY 
Students! Save time & money, Full 

service Laundromat, seamstress avai lable, 
walking distance from campus, parking 

in rear, 1319W. Main St. (804) 358-0646 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!! 
HEADOVERHEELSGYMNASTICS 
Presently looking for part-time instruc-

tors to teach creative gymnastics skills to 
children ages 2 to 12 years old. Morning! 
and afternoon hour.s available. Above av­
erage pay for qualified instructors. Appli­
cants must be reliable and work well with 
children.Gymnasticsorcheerleadingback­
ground a plus. Applicants must have reli­
able transportation for this mobile gym­
nastics program. 

For more information call ..... 
HEAD OVER HEELS (804) 261- 1227 

Fraternities - Sororities 
Clubs - Student Groups 
Earn-$I,OOO-$2,OOO this semester with 

a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event. Our programs make 
fundraising easy with no risks. 
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so 
get with the program! It works. Contact. 
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or 
visit www.campusfundraiser.com 

, 
name: ________ _ 
date: ________ _ 

address: -------------------------e-mail: -------------------------phone: ________ _ 
text: 

lup t.o 25 words) 

time period for the ads: ___ _ 
where would you like to pick up the 
commonwealth times? 

~----~~--------~-what issues would you like covered? 

fo ~ ,..:; 

'" c: 
Mmlrekllth times. 0 

# I Spring Break Vacations! 110% Best 
Prices! Mex ico, Jamaica, Bahamas, Florida, 
Texas. Book Now & Receive Free Parties 
& Meals. Campus Reps Wanted! 1-800-
234-7007 www.endlesssummertours.com 

Applicants Wanted to study 
Part IV of the The Urantia Book 
EARN $25,000. Fordetails 
Visit www.eventodaward.c6m 

358-5225 
Open 7 days a week 

11am-9pm 

Early Bird Special-3pm to 5pm 

Dine In or Carry Out 
Free Delivery 4pm-9pm! 

(wiUa tr1illimum onktr) 

Look for liS in the Commons! 
3500 1/2 West Cary Street 
Ukrop's Shopping Center in Cary town ~1liiI :;::;'::;7~~::' :=: 

r------: 
liN 0111 I< 11<0\1 J \ \ \ 901 

I 

: Java ~~l Buy any Grande or Venti 
beverage from Java 901 and 

I J'~':?"atdl receive 75¢ off any bakery item. '~' 

1-<riI .. _ .. ,IO'PM __ J_ .. """"CoboIIu.-,. .... vru._c..-, ... Iooo __ s...-•. --_ ....... '" - -. _._.-."'_.-.....O"'_I*_I* __ ... _~ .. ___ ...... No.-._OfIo,_ .. 
O"".;IOOl _._ ... s-. ___ ...... _. 

,. 1 
1 

1 

I L ______________________ _ 

One day . jumps, and a staff dedicated to keeping yOii and 
your fellow $!\.Idenls skydiving at SKYDIVE ORANG E 

Fnt.f311 aknoo( a minlJi~ 
11001 21~ ml," hilln 

from our 22 """""" alrcraft. on you,. flrs.t $ltydlNe-! 

(540) 943-ii587 

.... 1(, Y,e 
i~~~~VA STUDENT DISCOUNTS 

~. ~~ - ~:!; 1 (877) 348-3759 
" " - - «817) DlVE-SKV) 

~ 
iveorange.Gom 

• school SJllIiM 

PH! 304.2:!o 1118 RX PH! 804 230 633S EXPIRES! 9I30I02 
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NEWS 

VCU loses local 
artist and founder 
HOLLY HOBBS 
News Editor 

The names that mark VCU buildings 
might not mean alottostudents, bUllhey are 
the people who have sculpted the uni ver­
sity. 

vCU'sSchool of the Arts bui lding, built 
in 197 1, was dedicated 10 Theresa Pollak, a 
founder of both v CU's and the Uni versity 
of Riehm on d's School of the Arts, who died 
in hersleep Sept. 18 at the age of 103. She 
was born in Richmond in 1899. 

"Most of the artists in town, ages 50 and 
older, studied with Theresa at one time or 
anotber," said John Bryant, assistant dean 
or Sponsored Research and Development. 

He said Pollak gave her students three 
things: disc ipline, a feel of the structure of 
art and a real love for art . 

Pollak was the first college ar\leacher at 
the university in 1928, then known as the 
Richmond Proressional institute, Bryant 
said . 

"In the early years when it (RPINCU) 
was founded, it was known for the ans and 
social work programs," said Brian Ohlanger, 
assoc iate vice president ·of Facili ties Man­
agemenl. 

When she began teaching at RPI, about 
20 students were under her direction in the 
School of the Arts. Since then, the number 
of students has swelled to more than 1,500. 

She reti red in the late 1960s shortly after 
the uni versity became VCU, after41 years 
of teaching. but continued her work in art 
almost un til her death. 

"She ' s definitely a.sort of local celeb­
rity," said juni or art major Mi ke Credle, 
who said he took an interest in Pollak after 
reading about her from a building dedica­
tion plaque. 

Poll ak has been credited with the intro-

duction of modern art to Richmond when 
gothic art was sti ll popular in America. 

Throughout her career as an artist 'and 
educator, Pollak recei ved many distinctions 
including the Distinguished Service to the 
Arts Award in the Arts in 1976 from the 
RichmondFederatedArt.sCouncil. In 1977, 
she was presented with the Peer Emi nent 
Award in t he Arts from Virginia Cultural 
Laureate Center. 

Pollak graduated form Westhampton 
College, now apart of the University of 
Richmond, in 192 1. She taught at the Uni­
vers ity of Richmond 's first art courses part 
time from 1930 to 1935. 

Pollak's works span three decades and 
can be found in the collections of the Vir­
ginia Museum of Fine Arts, the Chrysler 
Museum and the Anderson Gallery at v CU. 

1/ L didn1' paint to sell. The joy 
was in doing it. I enjoyed the 

effort ... I stilllwven't made sense 
out of life, but art has helped me 
try, II said Theresa Pollak in an 

VCU News Services 

Theresa Pollak, 
founder of vCU's 
School Qf the Arts, 
died in her sleep at 
age 103. 
(1899 - 2002) 

intervic"w with the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch earlier this year. 

The School of the Arts Building was 
dedicated to Theresa Pollak in 1971 

t\ TTCIIIN I:\'? 

Auto AcciCJent Injuries. 

Propery Damage. or Traffic 

Offenses lat Iy? 

CALL: 

Edmund C. Meade 

Attorney At Law 

He' ll be there fo r you! 
Free Consultation 

N ight or Day, Home o r Hospital 
No Recovery, No Fee 

Phone (804)687-1727 
2003 Monument Ave . # 1 

Ric hmond, Virg inia 23220 

g]EJ!ll~ 
1110 W Broad Street 

Next to the Siegel Center 

~~~c;,'OPEN 
LATE ON 

WEEKENDS 
UNTil MIDNIGHT 

phone: 355-0433 
fax : 355·4806 

We serve Breakfast! 

$2.49 sub of the month 
ITALIAN BMT regular 6" 

- "- --- - --- - -;~, 
Buy any two I 

regular footlong : 
subs for $7;99 : 

I 
I 
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CALENDAR 
Sept. 30, Monday 

Golf • Louisville 
Intercollegiate, Louisville, 

Ky. 

, Oct. 1, Tuesday 

Women's Soccer­
James Madison, 

Harrisonburg, Va. - 7 p.m. 
Volleyball­

William & Mary, 
Williamsburg, Va. - 7 p.m. 

Oct. 4, Friday 

Women's Soccer - Towson, 
Towson, Md. - 4 p.m. 

Oct. 5, Saturday 

Men's Cross Country ­
George Mason, Bull Run 

Invitational, Fairfax, Va. 
Women's Cross Country­
. George Mason, Bull Run 
Invitational, Fairfax, Va. 

Field Hockey - Appalachian 
State, Richmond, Va. - 1 p.m 

Men's Soccer - UNC 
Wilmington, Richmond, Va. -

7p.m 
Volleyball - UNC­

Wilmington, Wilmington, 
N.C. -7p.m. 

Club Ice Hockey - UMBC, 
SkateNation Plus, Richmond, 

Va. -1 p.m. 

Oct. 6, Sunday 

Field Hockey - Temple, 
Richmond Va. - 12 p.m. 
Women's Soccer - Dela­

ware, Newark, Del. - 1 p.m. 
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SPORTS 
F ACE OFF AND~EW HALE 

So what is a 
Zambo ni a ny ­
way? Zambonis 
areoneofthe most 
common brands 
of ice resurfacers. 
So what is an ice 
resurfacer? It 's 
oneofth ose things 

that smoothes the ice between periods at 
a hockey game. Frank Zamboni in vented 
the first one in the forties to use at hi s own 
ice rink in Califomia. Their process fo r 
resurfac.ing the ice took multiple people 
over an hour. Thanks to Mr. Zamboni , 
dri vers can now make an ice cut in less 
than ten minutes. 

I am one of those dri vers. 
High up on the list of 10 things I have 

to do before I die was dri ving a Zamboni . 
I had seen them frequently at hockey 
games and ice rinks and I was fasci nated" 
Because I am ma le, my curi osity for large 
gadgets drove me in an almost lu stful 
manner to seek out the large machines. 
They were big, loud, truck· like and cool, 
and I had to drive one. 

Naturally my quest forthe machine led 
me to an ice rink where I applied for 
employment. I was hired soon after. 
Phase one of Ope ration Zamboni Dri ver 
went smoothl y and as planned. The nex t 
step was to blend in and ensure my ad­
vancement in the company, become a 
manager and, more im po rta nt ly, a 

Men 's soccer shut out their hometown 
rivals thi s weekend when they beat Univer­
sity of Richmond 2-0. VCU's two goals 
came ncar the end of the first half. Jose 
Umana scored the game-winning goal for 
the Rams. Gonzalo Segares scored again 
forthe Rams shortly thereafter bri nging the 
score to 2-0. 

Saul Mon tero eamed hi s second shutout 
of the season. The goaltender helped the 
Rams cl inch their fift h win of the season 
with fou r saves in the game. VCU now has 
a 5-3 record . 

Pl ayi ng in net for Richmond was Jacob 
Hofmeister who made five saves through­
out the evening. The Spiders dropped to 3-
4-1 with thi s loss. 

The Rams outshot the Spiders 19-9 in 
this im portant match between cross-town 
ri vals. 

VCU Men's Soccer will pl ay UNC -
Wi lm ington next Saturday, Oct. 5 at Sports 
Backers Stadium. Game time is 7 p.m. 

VCU Field Hockey lost to fourth place 
Old Dominion on Saturday. ODU had fi ve 
different players tally ten goals fortheirwin 

Zamboni dri ver. Phase two was com­
pleted winter of last year when I was 
promoted to manager. 

The day had come. I was going to learn 
to dri ve the machine. 

At last, months of hard work had pa id 
off. Afterthorough instructions on proper 
machine operati on and a ride around the 
ice as co-pilot I was ready for my first cut. 
Thi s day was paramount. 

I approached the giant blue monster, 

o ld and rusty from years of use. The ma­
chine had no brakes and touchy throttle . 
The network of sw itches, buttons and 
valves might appear intimidating to most, 
but I had been waiting for thi s day for a 
long time. After focusing my pos iti vechi , 
I mounted my trusty blue steed and turned 
the key. The engine roared like a lion as 
she kicked on and I stopped a second to 
take everything in. With a deep breath I 
pulled onto the ice. 

BRIEFS 
against the Rams. Tiffany Snow led Old 
Dominion with three goals and one assist. 

The flurry of scoring started in the first 
half when Lotte Bant scored the lirst' goal of 
the game for ODU" Snow scored the only 
other goal in the lirst half. 

Rosali nda Banuelos kicked oil the scor­
ing in the second half for ODU. Banuelos 
ta ll ied a total of two goab during the game. 
Cora Gerardi scored the fi nal two goals of 
the game, both unassis ted, within five min­
utes of each other, to bring the li nal score to 
10-0. The Rams fall to 3-4 and the Monarchs 
m~ve to 8-2. . 

Abby Stiles and Becca Leuzzi both played 
in goa l for the Rams and made a total of 14 
saves. ODU outshot VCU 36-0. 

VCU Field Hockey 's next game is Satur­
day, OCI. 5, against Appalachian State at I 
p.m. The game will be pl ayed here in Ri ch­
mond at Cary Street Fi eld. 

V.CU Club Ice Hockey had their season 
opener against Di vision 1I Virgini a Tech 
Saturday ni ght. \'.9gini a Tech won with a 
score of 5-4 even though VCU contro lled 

Forthe next I Ominutes, l concentrated 
hard as I drove the archaic machine around 
the ice in an attempt to lay my fi rst sheet. 
I must admit I was rather nervous. I had 
repeatedly been told horror stories of dri v­
ers crashing into the boards or me lting a 
hole in the ice . One fa lse move and I was 
a goner. I could ruin an ent ire sheet of ice 
(not to mention look likeacomplete idiot), 
or destroy a very ex pensi ve machine, but 
I didn 't. I fini shed my cut and pulled off 
the ice. Nothing on the Zamboni was 
broken, nobody was hun and I still had all 
of my fingers. It was perhaps the worst 
ice cut ever but it was beautifu l in my 
eyes. It was mine. 

After months of driving I have blos­
somed in to a med iocre Zambon i driver. I 
am defini tely not the best driver out there 
but I'm prelly sure I' m not the worst 
e ither, and that's all. that mailers. Re­
cently, the ice rink where I am employed 
invested in a brand new ice resurfacer. 
It 's not a Zamboni , it's an O lympia and 
it 's about as swank as they come- com­
plete with leather seat, anTI rests and a 
push button control pane l. Its sil ver, 
shiny, bigger and it offersa ride as smooth 
as a Cadillac. 

Zamboni dri ving is a fulfilling ven­
ture , which requires a lot of skill. I haven' t 
mastered it and I don' t know if I ever will , 
but its cool, and I can mark anot her one of 
the items off the li st of thi ngs I have to do 
before I die. 

the majori ty of the play. VCU spent most of 
their time on the offensive and olltshot Vir­
gi ni a Tech 26-20. The Hoakies got on the 
board lirst when Justin Wewheim scored 
three minutes into the game. The Rams 
responded nine minutes later when Blair 
Kipp scored VCU's lirst goal of the game. 
Will Quinn and Brian POll also scored in the 
firs t period for Virgin ia Tech, mak ing the 
score 3- 1 going into the second. 

David Craig scored lirst in the sccond 
period for VCU on a feed from Brady Cole 
j ust a minute and a half i"nto the period. 
Virgini a Tech earned two more goals in the 
second period, one by Wewheim and an­
other by Paul Heister with just seconds left 
in the second peri od. 

Again, Ki pp scored in the lirst few mo­
ments of the peri od for VCU. Kipp score 
again , assisted by Craig, with three and a 
half minutes left in the game to bring "the 
score to 4-5 and earn the hat Irick. 

Jim Bearden and Sean Crilley played in 
net for VCU. 

VCU Club Ice Hockey has their confe r­
ence opener OCI. II versus Appalachi an 
State at Skate Nation Plus. 
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SPECTRUM 
Flicker, a Richmond Moving Image event, features short Regular 8, 
Super 8 and 16 millimeter films every two months. Don't miss the 
next screening at the Canal Club-on Dec. 4. For m~re information on 

events or submissions, 
visit www.rmicweb.org. 
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Feinberg steps 
beyond "Dick and 
Jane Education on 
Sex and Gender" 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Spectrum Writer 

L es lie Feinberg. award-winning au­
thor of "S to ne Butch Blues," 
" Tra nsge nde r W arri ocs," and 

"Trans Li beration : Beyond Pink o r Blue ," 
spoke o n 'Transgender Issues" last Wednes­
day in the Business Building, Anything but 
pa sive in Fe inbe rg ' s be liefs, thi s person was 
the epito me o f the term "spittire ," 

Fei nberg began by detining the word 
" transgendered ," which is a person fee ling 
uncomfortable in ones own biological gen­
der. And from there Feinberg spoke abo ut the 
"color coding" o f infants, and that from the 
co lor pink or blue people assume so much 
abollt the child when he o r she is reall y to 
young to decide which sex they choose to li ve 
as, Feinberg was o utraged'at the need for 
people to categorize by genaer saying, " using 
on ly masculine and feminine is like describ­
ing the weather with only ho t and cold," 

Another hea ted topi c that Fe inbe rg 
broached on was the genita l mutilation of 
babies if they have more than one sex organ, 
Fe inberg's standpoint o n thi s topic was that 
the doctor has no right to make such an 
enormous decisio n for a child who is unable 
togive hisorherconsent. Feinbergexplained 
that the decision was based on which sex 
organ was larger, so the child is to ld which 
sex he o r she will be for the rest o f thei r liFe 
based on a sli ght size difference between the 
two geni tal ia, 

Feinberg was no t merely speaki ng to edu­
cate, Feinberg also wan ted to get people to 
participate and speak out against di scrimi na­
tion, " I am angry about 11\e1l\l\'il-es's\on and) , 
want a course of action," Feinberg stated, 
Along with gathering gay, lesbian, bisex ual 
and transsexual people together, Feinberg 
spoke about the importance of gathering other 
g ro ups who have proble ms wi th di scrimin a­
tion , such as women and African-Ameri -

Courtesy of transgern:ierwarrior.org 

Leslie Feinberg 

in each ()thers oppressio n since they are so 
closely related, Also ifcertain sections begin 
to segregate themselves within the gay com­
munity, they are then lesseningtheir opportu­
nity to strike a powerfu l b low fo r gay rights, 

But gay rights was not Fe inberg's sole 
concern , she spoke of it as a multi -issue 

Feinberg began by d~flnil1g the 'word 
/I transgendered/' 7.,{Jhicli is a person feeling 

uncomfortable in ones own biological gender. 

cans, together to organize politically to li ght 
the commo n enemy, By do ing thi s Fe inberg 
ho pes to , "make people want to bust ope~ 
their doors [to get o ut o f the closet] because 
they want some of that support." 

A di sturbing issue within the gay rights 
movement is the fact that many times lesbi ­
ans, gays, and bi sex uals are asked to try to 
separale the mselves from the transsexua ls to 
gain acceptance and support. Feinberg di s­
cussed how these. groups are the best fighters 

movement. Some of the other issues that are 
focused o n are women ' s rights, racism, and 
poverty, Feinberg will a lso be going to Buf­
falo to give support to the Arab communities, 
and to speak o ut about the trampling of the ir 
ri ghts, To watch this person speak one could 
te ll that Fei nberg is ready to change the 
world, and that task is not o ut of Feinberg's 
grasp, 

Gotohltp:/lwww,tratlsgenderwarrior,org 
for more infonnation on Feinberg and the 
upco ming political events, 
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Happenings 
Monday, Sept. 30. 

Richmond Raceway Complex, The State 
Fair of Virginia cont inues through Oct. 6, 
Gates open at 10a,m, Themidway isopen untill!!~t;~. 
II p:m, during the week and until midnight lj~~fI'",:i.!.i 
Friday and Saturday, F<lr more infonnation, 
call 228-3200 or visi t www,slalefair,com. 

Bogart's. The Devil 's Workshop plays their 
blend of jazz, bi g band and funk in the famo us 
Back Room , 
10 p,m, 2 1 and up, $6. 
203 N, Lombardy St. 353-9280, 

Poe's Pub. Rowdy rocker Mary Prankster takes over Poe's at 9 p,m, 
$4,2706 E, Main St. 648-2120, 

Black Cat. OK Go with French Toast and Love Scene. 
8:30 p,m , $8, 
183 1 14th St. NW, Washington, D,C, 
For more infonnation or tickets, ca ll 202-667-4527 or visit wlVlV,blackealdc.colII, 

Tuesday, Oct. 1. 

Poe's Pub. Mike Nonnan plays an acoust ic set at 8:30 p,m. 
$3,2706 E, Main St. 648-2 120, 

Black Cat. The Chameleons UK with Springhouse and Out 
Circuit play the mainstage at 
8:30p,m, 
183 1 14thSt. NW, Washington, D,C, 
For more information or ti ckets, call 202-667-4527 or visit 
lVww.blackcaldc.cOI1I. 

IOTA Club and Cafe. The Waifs with Alice Peacock, 
8:30 p,m, $10, 
2832 Wilson Bl vd" Arlington, VA, 
For more infonnation, call 703-522-8340 or 
vis it www.iotaclubandcafe.com. 

VVednesda~ Oct. 2. 

Siegel Cenler . Nobel Prize-wi nning writer Toni 
Morrison will read select ions from her work as 
part of the "Literature, Crisis and Community" 
series at 7:30 p,m, 
Admission is free but reservations are required. 
FOfmore infonnation about the reading or ticket 
locations, call 828-3836. 
1200 W , Broad St. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Chu rch. Zedashe, musicians 
fromtheRepublicofGeorgia, will perfonntraditional Toni Morrison 
instrumental and vocal arrangements at 7:30 p ,m. 
Free, donations suggested, 
8 15 E, Grace St. 643-3589, 

Foun tainBookstore.Author LeeSmith will read excerpts from hi s popular work, "The 
Last Girls," 6 p.m, 
13 12 E, Cary St. 788-1594. 

Thursday, Oct. 3. 

9:30 Club, Rebel alt·country rocker Ryan Adams plays 
D,C, with Tegan and Sara, 
8 15 V St. NW, Washington , D,C, For more infonnation, 
call 202-393-0930 or visit wlVw.930,co/1/, 

VCU Raymond Hodges Theatre. "The Boys Next Door" 
explores the li ves of four mentally challenged men living 
under the same roof, 
7:30 p,m, Continues through Oct. 12, 
922 Park Ave. For more information, call 828-6026, 

Richmond Ballet' s Studio Theatre. Richmond Ballet opens Ryan Adams 
its season with Colin Connor's "Vestiges" and works by Philip Neal at 6:30 p,m, 
Continues Thursdays·Sundays through Oct. 13, 
Tickets ar 16-$20, 
407 E, Canal St. For more information, call 344-0906, 
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The South rises 
again with "Sweet 
HOOle AlabaOla" 
CINDY CECIL 
Spectrum Writer 

"You can take the girl out of the honky­
tonk, but you can 't take the honky-tonk out 
of the girl." This rather memorable quote 
from "Sweet Home A labama" sums up the 
theme of Reese Witherspoon' s latest movie. 
Never straying from the romantic comedy 
format, the movie proved heartwarming and 
provided morethan its fairshareoflaughs for 
the audience. 

Reese Witherspoon plays Melanie 
Spooner/Carmichael/Perry, who runs away 
from her small hometown in Alabama to 
make something of her life. She also runs 
away from marriage to her high school sweet­
heart, Jake Perry. Seven years later she is 
forced to return to her estranged family and 
friends to break the news of her new engage­
ment and force Jake to sign her divorce 
papers. Suddenly and rather predictably, 
Melanie is faced with achoice. Does she tum 
her back on her southern roots and chi Idhood 
love or does she give up big city life for the 
smaller pleasures? In the end he r big city 
demeanor me lts under the Alabama sun , but 
that still leaves the question of her heart. 

If country vs. c ity is the most noticeable 
theme in thi s movie, rampant stereotypes 
come in a close second . Naturally the old 
joke about cousins marrying cousins was 
there as well as many others that I'm sure 
you've heard before. Bologna cakes, pick up 
trucks as far as the eye can see, blowing up 
anvil sand weeklyCivi I Warreenactments ... if 
you're from the deep south, you might be 
offend ed by some of the suggestions about 
southern living that thi s movie makes. On the 
other hand, having visited southern towns 
that are n' t even on the map, I can allestthat 
some of these suggestions aren't entirely off 
the mark. Either way , if the southern foibl es 
weren' texaggerated, this wouldn ' t have been 
a true comedy. 

Witherspoon chews the fat with 
her Alabama husband Joshua 
Lucas 

courtesy of rottentomatoes.com 

Joshua Lucas 

One might expect the soundtrack for a 
movie called "Sweet Home Alabama" to be 
a lmost unbearably country. However, the 
songs were well chosen and universally pleas­
ing. Wardrobe too, outdid itself. Me lanie, 
who found fame in New York as a fashion 
designer, sports her own unique designs 
throughout the movi e. Interestin g ly , 
Melanie's allire, accent and attitude become 
more and more southern as the movie goes 
on; a subtle yet effective reminder that you 
really can' t take the hanky-tonk out of the 
girl. 

Once you've made it past the Deep South 
stereotypes, and the ones about big city poli­
tics, and learn to laugh at both, there is 
nothing left but to kick back and enjoy . As 
always, Witherspoon sparkles on screen. 
Josh Lucas, who plays Jake, is impressively 
convincingasagoodol' southern boy, and as 
the middle school girls sitting beside me 
commented, he has blue eyes you could 
swim in . 

Whether you ' re a Yankee or a Confeder­
ate or more likely somewhere in between , 
"Sweet Home Alabama" is a sweet deal. 

courtesy rottefltomatoes.com 

Patrick Dempsey plays Reese 
Witherspoon's New York fiance. 
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Festival of India 

This past weekend's festival drew a diverse crowd to the Rich­
mond Coliseum. The two- day event featured Indian cuisine, 
dancing, crafts and clothing. 

EAR CANDY: 
New Music Releases 

Oct.t 
ANTIPOP CONSORTIUM "Ghost lawns" Warp 
ANVIL BITCH "Rise To Offend~ New Renaissance 
CASSIUS "Au Reve" Astralwerks 
MILES DAVIS "Complete Miles Davis At Montreux 1973- 1991 " Columbia-Legacy Jazz 
EE "For 100 We Try Harder" Asian Man 
ANTON FIG "Figments" Planula 
FLAMING STA RS "Sunset And Void" Alternative Tentacles 
FLOETRY "Floetic" DreamWorks 
GLOBAL T HREAT "What THe p** Will Change"!" ~nk'ipre ' 
HERBIE HANCOCK "The Herbie Hancock Box" Columbia Legacy Jazz 
I AM SPOON BENDER "S hown Actual Size" Gold Standard Lab 
JAZZ JUNE " Beller Off Without Air" Initial 
KARATE "Some Boots" SOUlhern 
RILO KILEY "Executi on Of All Things" Saddle Creek 
LESS THAN JAKE "Pezcore" Fueled By Ramen 
MIGUEL MIGS "Colorful You" Astralwerks 
MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR "Joy To The World" Sony Class ical-Legacy 
JIM NABORS "Christmas" Colu mbi a-Legacy 
NEGA T1VLAND "Deathsentences" Seeland 
BILL RICCHINI "Ordinary Time" MegaJ(lfce-Transdrealller 
HEROINE SHEIKS "S iamese Pipe" Rubric 
SMALL BROWN BIKE/CAS KET LOTTERY "Splil " Second Nature 
SQUAREPUSHER "00 You Know Squarepusher" Warp 
THIEVERY CORPORA T10N "The Richest Man In Baby:on" ESL 
JENNY TOOMEY "Tempting" Misra 
UNSEEN "Complele Singles Collection 1994-2000" Punkcore 
VARIOUS ARTISTS "B lack Flag Tribute-Black On Black" Init ial 
VARIOUS ARTISTS "Christmas All Over The World " Sony Classical-Legacy 
VARIOUS ARTISTS " History Of Garage And Fral Bands In Memphis, Vol. 2" Shangri-La 
VARIOUS ARTISTS "S ix Weeks Omnibus Vol. 2" Six Weeks 
V ARIOUS ARTISTS "Ultimate Class ical Christmas" Sony C lassical-Legacy 
STEVIE RA Y VAUGHAN "Essential Stevie Ray Vaughan" Epic-Legacy 
VOIDS " Kill A Generation" A-F 
WAXWING "Nobody Can Take Whal Everybody Owns" Second Nature 
WE ACED lASTS " Pre Acediasts" Troubleman Unlimiled 
WEATHER REPORT "Live And Unreleased" Columhia Legacy Jazz 

Coune~)lofwww.Clnj.com 
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SWK 
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WI-tAT BOB KNOWS. E-MAILHIMAT CTVCU@HOTMAIL. COM . USE " AS K BOB" AS THE SUBJ ECT, 

Urinal policies and etiquette, deep dark parking secrets and bums 
Your Bobness, 
I must confess that despite your earlier 

responses, I remain truly perplexed. Why 
has VCU Parking Security chosen to ille­
gally make the handicap parking spaces 
their home when a perfectly good VCU 
parking deck is right across Broad Street? 
Also, to whom does one report this crime 
when VCU Parking commit it themselves? 

Mike Stormo, A.P.T. 

Mike, 
To better answer your questi on and get an 

answer straight from the proverbial horse's 
mouth, please refer to the news slOry that is 
runn ing in the paper today. Thissho uld explain 
things. 

However, in light of recent (and renewed) 
events and morc and more vehicles parking in 
these spaces, Bob has another answer. Maybe 
there are abo ut four to six members o f the staff 
p fVCU Parking who are handicapped in some 
way. 

Stay with me here. How many times have 
you actually seen a VCU Park ing employee 
walk? I have seen it many times, but the o nes 
who park in the handicapped spaces do not 
even try. No limp, no hobble, nothing. They are 
also visually acute as well as aura lly, as they 
communicate just tine between themselves in 
pla in English. They also seem to have mastered 
the written word as well. Unless those clip­
boards they carry around are just for show. 

Bob is not saying that all o f VCU Parking 
has a handicap o f some kind, it just seems that 
a small handful docs. Though no one can find 
o ut what exactl y it is. 

Mike also raises another interes ting point : 
there is an entire six-story parking deck 
directl y across the' '''-reet 'fi'OINil'h:! est Broad 
Apartments. Why not park there? 

This is a very interesting ques tion indeed. It 
seems that police cars (the ones with nashy 
blue lights) are able to park there. There is 
anywhere from six to 12 cars thereat any given 
time, day or ni ght. 

Perhaps the VCU Parking trucks are intim i­
dated by the blue lights. Perhaps the trucks are 
inferior to the cars, and this is some sort of 
vehicular hazing. When asked , the trucks re­
mained silent. Bob feels they were pressured 
since one started to say something, then tried to 
cover it up with a cough as he saw a VCU 
Parking employee approaching. 

Could this be j ust another instance o f VCU 
doing as they please wi thout regard for things 
like "the law?" Could VCU Parking reall y 
harbor some deep, dark handicap (Lazy eyes, 
Narcolepsy )?Or is it s imple laziness that causes 
them to be unable to res ist parking illegally'! 

As far as who to report this crime to, Bob 
sugges ts calling your local po lice statio n and 
inform them there are many cars parked ille­
gaily. See what happens. It is worth a shot. 

Bob, 
You said you were working on a few 

things for next week, and you mention " What 
is the correct etiquette for urinal cell phone 
usage?"Well, recently I was given a speech 
by one of my male friends, about the eti· 
quette used in the men's bathroom. Such as, 
no talking and which urinal to use. Why do 
men have such stuffy rules about their bath­
room? And why is there no talking? 

Woman flat out confused about why men 
have odd bathroom etiquette 

Initia lly this was to be an answer to a ques­
tion about how polite, e thical or decent it is to 
continue to chat on a cell phone, while doing 
one's "business." (This event has been wit­
nessed by many members of the public and CT 
staff and has confused us all.) 

Bob will try to explain this and the " rules of 
urinal usage" as laid fo rth by our forefather's 
fore father' s fathers. (They are old !) 

The no ta lking rule comes from a very bas ic 
need for men to concentrate intensely while 
using a urinal, as the ri sk of spraying one's self 
is great and sho uld be avoided at ail costs 
(espec ia lly if one is wearing a suit or any form 
of dress clothing). 

Talking will only serve to ruin concentra­
tion, and honestly, what is there to ta lk about 
while you urinate? (You cell phone urinators 
are eX&mpt from this!) 

GUYl: So, how are you today? 
GUY2: Fine. 
GUYI: So .. you come here often? 
GUY2: Not really, this is the lirst time I 

have ever used this particular urinal. 
GUY): Ah, l see. So what are you up to 
GUX 2: Uuhh ... isn' t that bl atantly obvi­

ous? . 
See what Bob means? 
Now, o nto the second part o f the question; 

urinal usage. There is a very strategic rule to 
urinal usage. as best explained by Humorist 
Dave Barry, o f the Miami Herald. However. 
due to copyright law, Bob will not repeat this 
explanation, but will try to create one of his 
own. 

Basically, 'there is a very simple concept 
called "Stay away from me!" This simple 
concept takes shape in the fom1 of musical 
urinals. (No, the urinals do not sing nordo Lhey 
dance around chairs when music is played.) 

There are twO very important ideas to keep 
in mind . One is the a ll important "BufferZone" 
between guys. This refers to the overall space 
between GUY I and GUY2. Second is the 
personal space issue. How would you like 
someone standing right next to you as you use 
the restroom? You would not like it one bit. 
Bob rests his case. If you are still perplexed by 
th is, please visit "The Urinal Game" at 
www.flasharcade.comlgame.cgi?urinal for a 
full interacti ve understanding of these very 
importan t concepts. 

Hello Bob, 
Why do bums ask college students for 

money? Like we have any to give away! 
Good luck all knowing Bob 

The number one Holly 

Holly, 
Forthis, Bobmustdelve deep into Murphy's 

Laws and come up with No. 364 which clearly 
states, "Bums wi ll fo rever be hums because 
they will never achieve the po int of reali zing 
they are asking the w.rong people for money. 
When a bum realizes he or she is asking the 
wrong type o f person for money, thge bum has 
at that moment ri sen to the rank of lower cl ass 
and will continue toclimll thesocialladder,and 
leave their bumly beginnings behind ." 

Murphy was a sm~rt man, and very spel.: ilic 
too. (Murphy had a lot of free time.) 

So you see, this law makes it impossible for 
bums to rise in the ranks, bel.:ause they are 
continually asking college students for money. 

Here is what Bob proposes. Ask a bum for 
money. Take one of your many outli ts. put it 
on, roll around in the dirt , then walk along 
Grace Street (this is preferable, though Broad 
and Franklin are also suitablc a lte rnati ves). 

Ask the lirst bum you see for money , or 
perhaps grab a stack of Commonwealth Times 
newspapers and ask a bum to buy one from you. 
Heck, even trade them a CT for a Hard T imes, 
paper for paper. straight-up even trade. 

See how many times you are asked for 
money after that. 

If th is fa ils at lirst attempt, please feel free to 
ask the same bum for money many timcs 
during the same day. Follow them around and 
pester them for a doll ar for some food. 

If the bum withstands this treatment , then 
give the bum some money, forthey have truly 
earned it. 

Bob feels that no one should j ust give away 
money. (Unless your name is Bill Gates and 
you wish to gi ve money to Bob, this is the 
prefe rred course of action.) 

Ifbums work forthe money or enterta in you 
in some way (like putting up with the twist o f 
fate you have brought forth) only then do they 
deserved your money. 

GET RICH QUICK 
Bob is a poor college student,just like 

everyone else, so this week, Bob brings 
you a geL rich quick scheme. Hey, it can ' t 
hurt. 

MaJ:e,$231 d1IfJ.onlh/or reading e­
malls. To quJJify, go t<J: 
hltp:llwww.123signups.com/mlmdl 

(Bob does not endorse this method of 
getting rich quick,as it is just as viablean 
option as bank robbery or fraud. But go 
ahead and try your luck.) 

Soap Box 

COMING UP 
Bob PROMI SES he will get to the 

botto m ufthe Quadrangle. Bob has been 
very husy late ly and has not had enough 
time to serve the CT rcading puhl i'c 10 his 
full potential. And , far he it Ifl r Ba h to le t 
his public down. 

Boh is a lso working on a few excel­
lent quest ions, including why the sky is 
blue instead of purple. whatever hap­
pened to the guy who used to draw the 
funn y VCU Parking I.:orni l.:s and a most 
intriguing ques tion: Why docs VCU 
still use Netscape 4. it-really-does- not­
matter -bccause- i t - i s-al read y -4-years­
o ut -of- da te a nd Inte rn ct Exp lo re r 
6.brand- nc w- browser- that -works. 

Bob will do his best to uncover these 
intriguing mysteries and rnore in the 
I.:oming weeks. 

This week , Ba h has had very littleon 
his mind, otherthan trying tocapture the 
Sand Man to gain the powers of sleep. 
(Isn' t insomnia fun '!) 

So, Bob is offering 'a reward for the 
I.:aptu rc of the Sand Man, a li ve and un­
ham1ed! If you. or anyone you know, 
can te ll Bo b where the Sand Man's 
secret la ir is, Bob will handsomely re­
ward you with gifts unmatched by any 
thc world has ever secn! 

Next ,up, SPAM ! Not the kind you 
eal, hut the kind thaI cl ogs your e-mail 
boxes da ily. Bo b, IflT example has over 
300 new messages await ing him at ~ 
Hotlllai l. (Hotmail , taken from the Lat in 
H a llUS Mailius meaning to smother with 
messagcs.) 

Bob is o ffered products toen large hi s 
breasts (this isjust ridiculous), get out o f 
debt, get a loan, or even a college di ­
ploma ( if it is that easy, why is Bob still 
at VCU.) 

Bob looks through the ridiculous 
senders and subjcct lines; names li ke 
Brazilla, Naked Fonts and FREESEX 
4 if and this is in the pas t three days ! 

Anyway, enough griping about the 
common problem, here is what Bob 
wants to know .. 

Has anyone ever bought anything 
from one of these spammcrs? 

Have you ever· replied to thei r e­
mails or gone to the ir webs itcs in search 
o f the keys to happiness? 

I f you. or one of your fri ends have, 
possibly in a lit o f drunken orcaffeinated 
silliness, Bob wants to know about it! 

Please te ll Bobyourtaleofspamming 
fun . If Bob receives any, Bob will re­
spond to them in his next coluJlln . And 
oh yeah ... NO PORN STORIES! 
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LETTER TO 

THE EDITOR 

In Virginia today there is a new 
batt le for the freedom and liberty of 
everyone.1l1is battle is not being fought 
on batt lefields nor is it bei ng fou ght in 
a court room. It ' s he ing fo ught right 
here in the ha llowed halls of hi gher 
educati on facilities throughout the 
state. 

A t the ax is o f this argument is ours 
tru ly, VCU. With the current state 
hudget cri sis. where the slate of Vir­
ginia has no maney {o pay for <my thing 
hecause formcrGov. Jim Oi Imore gave 
it all back to the people as part o f hi s no 
car tax scheme, layofts and hudget 
cuts are imminent. 

Recently, though, VCU has come 
under fi re for having too many in-Slate 
studen ts. Out-or-state students can be 
charged morc and therefor pay more 
money to the uni versity, which is rela­
ti ve to the freed om and liberty of ev­
eryone. In order to be anything in the 
future one is going to need a college 
degree. more specificall y, an affo rd­
ahle college degree. vtu provides a 

• cheap quality Virginia education 10 
Virgi ni a students. 

While VCU may never be thought 
o f as hi ghly as UV A, VCU docs more 
for the educat io n o f everyday students 
and people than any univers ity in Vir­
ginia. While some Virgini a schools 
have become eli test for the upper class 
and upperclassalone, VCUhasopened 
its doors to a ll types. 

Take a walk down Shafer Court 
any day and you wi ll see a litany of 
different types of people. White, black, 
Asian, Russ ian, Spanish and more, all 
typcs are represented. Now take. walk 
at UVA and you will see only white. 
There college profil e looks'like some­
th ing straight out of "V illage o f the 
Dam ned ," everyone ' Ioo ks ali ke, 
sounds alike and thinks alike. The mi­
norit ies you see at UV A are on the 
footbalilie id and the basketball court . 

Segregatio n still exists today, but 
not as the old white and black we think 
or. These days segregation ex iSIS be­
cause of the class st ructure. At VCU 
you will sec students from a ll walks of 
life, students who went to inner city 
high schools, disadvantaged students 
who grew up poor. 

The founding fathers o f Virgi nia, 
people li ke Thomas Jefferson, Patrick 
Henry and James Madison were a 
bunch of poor raggamuffins who be­
lieved with a passion that the common 
everyday person who makes 8 doll ars 
an hour has the same rights as the 
million dollar king. 

Michael Dickinson 
I st Year Graduate Studen t 
Urban Studi es and Plann ing 

o PIED 

By MIKE TALLEY 

Motorola: Keeps on motoring 
past Richmond 
JEFFREY Z , QURESHI 
Ex-Officio Member of Editorial Board 

On Sept. 26, 2002, Motorola gave notice to 
local governments and the ComtlJonwealth 
that it w ill not build ach ip manufacturing plant 
in Goochland Cou nty, as once planned. 

Accord ing to a Richmond Times- Dispatch 
artic le dated Sept. 27, 2002, the project would 
have created 5,000 high tech new jobs. A las, 
there will be none. 

Motorola has vac i lI ated on th is project since 
announced in 1995. At the li me, Motorola was 
hyped as the catalys t that would turn Rich­
mond into a technology center. And {O some 
extent , it has. 

The Inti neon Technology chip fac ility in 
HanoverCounty was originally ajoint venture 
between Motorola and Siemens. Accordi ng to 
the T imes- Dispatch, the plant has 1,750 em­
ployees. Motorola can be creditedforth is plant 
and the jobs it created. 

Additionall y, the company helped start Vir­
ginia Commonwealth University's School of 
Engi neering.According to theTimes-Dispatch, 
Motorola contributed eq uipment worth mil­
lions of doll ars to launch the engineering pro­
gram. The company promises they are com­
mined to VCU and will likel y donate more 
devices as Motorola downsizes' its semi-con­
ductor chip manuhlcLUring plants. 

The Times- Dispatch reports that the deal 
fell apart because of the decreased demand for 

chips as well as the economic downturn that is 
related to Clintonomics and events last year. I 
disagree. The chip market was strong until 
1998. The original deal was inked in 1995. The 
company delayed constructi on twice, as the 
Commonwealth sped development of Route 
288. 

Between 1995 and 1998 , Motorola could 
have had the operation functi oning. Add iti on­
all y, had the plan t been functioning, it is like ly 
it would have the latest manu l~lc turing tech­
niques such as 0. 18 to 0. 13 micron process and 
silicon-an-insulator. These recent chip tech­
nologies wou ld havejustilied keeping the pl an t 
open as Motorola closes others. 

One cannot ignore the impact th is will have 
on VCU 's School of Engineering. Students no 
longer have an ex pectation promised by 
Motorola, namely, a state of the art manufac­
turi ng plant to work at. Was that not the purpose 
of Motorola aiding VCU in I()unding the eng i­
neeri ng school? It seems to foll ow that a COln­

pany needs a number of electr ical engineers to 
support a high tech semi-conductor plant. VCU 
was to provide those cmployees. For some 
students, an expectation is now a dream. 

Motorola has humbled along these past fcw 
years. Pcrhaps the company was right in killing 
the projeci now instead of dragging Richmond 
through the mud . 

Final scores: Motorola 10, Richmond and 
surrounding counties, - I , YCU engineering 
students, - 10. 

THE Commonwealth 

TIlV:IES 
OLIVIA LLOYD 
Executive Editor 

EMILY LlU 
OptEd Editor 

WRITERS 
Amul Madan ° Alexander Marra ° 
Jeffre.~ Ot'tl~~~,h i ° Barry Short 0, 

. Robin Palm . , 

T he opinion section of The Com­
monwealth Times is a forum open 
to the p ublic, Virginia Common­
wealth University students, facu lty 
and administrators arcencouraged 
to submit letters and columns ex­
pressing their opinions and con­
cerns, The opinions expressed are 
those of individual writers and do 
not necessarily r eOect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times o r 
VCU, Editorials represent the in­
stitutional opinion or the Common~ 
wealth Times, 

We reserve the r ight to edit a ll 
lettersfor grammar,styleand space. 
Lettersshouldnotcxcecdonesinglc­
spaced typed page. Letters must be 
signed and must include daytime 
and evening phone numbers. 

Please send letters to 
CTimesEditor@aol,com. Mailing 
address: P. O. Box 842010, Rich­
mond, V 1\ 23284-2010. Drop box 
location : Room 1149, T. Edward 
Temple Building, 
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I 
university. This service, of participation ill activities ov~r and beyoi\d 

normally assigned duties, unique to the university, or a long-standing 

pattern of superior service. 

HI was very pleased when I foon the award. There are so many others 

in the school that deserve it, so I was plel. the one selected," said McCowen. 

McCowen earned this honor for her contributions to both in and out 

promoter of biology, esJ:o 

colleague Carolyn Conway, associate professor for biology. 

The Commonwealth Times 
is currently seeking reporters to 

cover news and events on veu's-Mev 
cam pus. 

If interested, contact Olivia LloylJ 
at 828-1058 or CTimesEditor@AOL.com. 

Monday, September 30, 2002 

Best Sandwiches 
subs and Burgers 

Ih i'he Bottom 
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