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Mevu reluctant to vaccinate staff 
SARAH KITE 
News Editor 

President George W. Bush's plan 
to vaccinate rough ly 500,000 
frontline healthcare workers 

against smallpox hasn' t set we ll with 
some hospitals across the country. 
Some, including VCU's Medical 
College of Virginia Hospitals, have 
chosen not to administer the serum to its 
staff. 

Small pox vaccinations were di scon­
tinued in the Un ited States in 1972. 
Although smallpox is thought to be 
eradicated from the world, the govern­
ment feels there is some ri sk of its return . 
The president 's mass vacc inat ion plan, 
announced in October, is in response to a 
potenti al biological terrori st attack by 
Iraq. 

After healthcare workers are vacci­
nated, the pl an call s for po lice, paramed­
ics, firefi ghters and then the genera l 
public to receive it. 

MCV H' s dec ision not to vacc inate its 
'staff right away was made based on the 
serious side effects of the vacc ine. 

Dr. Richard P. Wenzel, chairman of 
the depanment of interna l medicine for 
VCU Health Systems, said that the 
vaccine is a li ve virus with many 
potential risks. Patients would not be 
injected with smallpox, but with a virus 
in the pox family such as cowpox. 

The vaccine, he said , could kill one to 
three peop le per million who receive it 
and 12 per million could suffer an 
inflammation of the brain. Wenzel, who 
was recently i~te rv iewed by National 

SMALLPOX cUlltilllled to Page 5 

Libraries charge for loan services 
SHARON RAMOS 
Managing Editor 

V CU libraries wants to make it 
clear to faculty, staff and stu 
dents using the interli brary loan 

service that the new service fee does not 
apply to a ll loans. 

John Ulmschneider, executive director 
of the library, said in some cases, if the 

institut ions don't charge, the user will not 
be charged with a fee. Howe ver, there is a 
catch; the fee depend s on what di sc ipline 
users request. 

"Whether or not you end up with a 
charge or (the) loan you request is free 
(from an institution) will often depend 
what di scipline you' re in ," Ulmschneider 
said. "More often, some working with 

sciences, technology or medicine will of­
ten be charged with the fee, less often wi th 
humanities." 

Last year. $40,000 was sr ent fo r inter­
library loan services, but fi gures show 70 
percent of humanities disc iplines ' loans 
are free. 

Beg inning Jan . 13. VCU Libr.ar ies 
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CALENDAR 
Friday, Jan. 17 

Snow Globe Photos 
Students can have their pictures 
taken and put in~ide snow globes 
Student Commons 
7-11 p.m. Contact Genita Jones 
828-7550 

Rough N Rowdy Brawl 
Step in the ring and fight for up to 
a $5,000 cash prize. 
TheRichmondColiseum.at7:30 
p.m. Advance tickets $\2, at the 
door $14, ringside $18 
Call (800) 59-PUNCH 

Saturdar, Jan. 18 

O'Brienstein's Irish·Jewish 
De" Grand Opening 
17th Street Market Place 
I p.m. to 2 a.m. 
648-6271 

Sunday, Jan. 19' 

Lady Rams vs. Horstra 
Siegel Center 
2-4 p.m .. 

Monday, Jan. 20 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
School Closed 

Tuesday, Jan. 21 

Phi Sigma Pi Informational 
Night 
Student Commons, Capital Ball­
roomA. 
6-8 p.m. 
Contact Kacey Marrow 
852-3751 

Wednesday, Jan. 22 

Feeling Fine with Fitness 
Gateway, Community Health 
Education Center-MCV campus 
4-5 p.m. 
Contact Patricia Hammond 
628-2429 

Recycle this Newspaper! 

For recycling information 
visit: www.vcu.eduirecycUng 

", 

IN BRIEF 
Telephone system at 

Texas A&M University 
hacked 

At least five of Texas A&M 's 25,000 
phone lines were broken into by hackers in 
Saudi Arabia. The intruders left voice mai I 
messages that allowed them to charge in­
ternational call s to the school. Lane 
Stephenson, university spokesman, said it 
is unclear as of yet how' many call s were 
made. According to the Bryan-College 
Station Eagle newspaper, the messagesaid, 
"Hell o," when the line was picked up. 
After a pause, which was long enough for 
an operator to ask, "Will you accept the 
charges?" the message said, "yes." Once 
the call was connected, the hackers could 
call anywhere they pleased. Stephenson 
said the hackers guessed the voice mail 
passwords because the users settheirphone 
numbers as the ir passwords. He said ev­
eryone has since been told to change the ir 
passwords. 

Bee Gees member 
Maurice Gibb dies at 53 

Maurice Gibb, a member of the famous 
disco group the Bee Gees, died Sunday 
moming in a Miami hospital at the age of 
53. The singer suffered a fatal heart attack 
while he was in the hospital for emergency 
surgery on an intestinal blockage. Fellow 
band members Robin and Barry, along 
with Gibb' s wife and children, were present 
at ihe time of death. Friend David Most 
said the tragedy shocked him because ev­
eryone thought Gibb was getting better. 
The band was very popu lar in the 1970s, 
partly in thanks to their contribution to the 
film "Saturday Night Fever," starringJohn 
Travolta. 

Book seen on "Boston 
Public" causes trouble in 

Missouri 

Shannon Schumacher wanted to teach 
her Missouri students not to use a racial 
epithet. However, the book, "Nigger: The 
Strange Career of a Troublesome Word," 
by Randall Kennedy, a Harvard law pro­
fessorand former Rhodes scholar, angered 
some parents. Jennings School District 
Superintendent Terry Stewart sa id 
SchUlnacher had good intentions when she 
thought it would be helpful for students to 
understand the many uses of the word'. 
Whi Ie the material incorporate jokes, prose 
and poetry, he said, it also contains offen­
sive language. Last year, the book was 
featured on Fox's television show "Boston 
Public" in a similar classroom situation. 
Parents of Schumacher's students were 
very upset and sent the material to the local 
media, which drew even more attention to 
the issue. Schumacher and Stewart have 

talked to parents of the involved students 
. and apologized to both parents and teach­
ers. The second-year teacher will not be 
disciplined. -

Botulism kills rare 
spoonbills 

Since Dec. 9, botulism has killed 71 
black-faced spoonbills in Taiwan, more 
than seven percent of the world's popula­
tion of the 969 birds, accordi ng to BirdLife 
International. A water·soluble· toxin pro­
duced by the bacterium Clostrid iu m botu­
linum causes botulism. Scientists think 
unseasonably warm temperatures helped 
the bacteria survive. Small islands off the 
west coast of the Korean peninsula and 
China are primary breeding si tes of the rare 
birds. Seventeen birds have recovered so 
far. 

AOL Time Warner 
chairman resigns 

Steve Case, AOL Time Warner chair­
man , announced his resignation from the 
company Sunday. Case said the recent 
merger of AOLandTime Warner had been 
adisappointmentand management changes 
made it easier for him to depart. His deci­
sion to leave came on the second anniver­
sary of the company's merger, wh ich cre­
ated the world 's largest media company. 
Case was uneler harsh criticism for not 
delivering promises to shareholders . He is 
not the first to leave AOL Time Warner 
since its merger. Chairman and Chief 
Executive Gerald Levin and AOL Presi­
dent Bob Pittman also resigned. A spokes­
man for the company said a replacement 
for Case has not been named and the deci­
sion would be up to the board. Case will 
remain a member of AOL Time Warner's 
board of directors and will continue as co­
chair of its strategy committee. 

Disney to open 
amusement park in Hong 

Kong 

Exe~utives from the U.S.-based Walt 
Disney company and senior figures from 
Hong Kong's government recently took 
part in a ceremony to mark the start of 
construction on the first Disneyland theme 
park in China. Traditional Chinese li on 
dancers and actors dressed as Walt Disney' s 
cartoon 'characters took part in the cer­
emony as well. The project, scheduled for 
completion in 2006, is undercriticism from 
opposition and environmentalists, who say 
it will damage breeding grounds for fish. 
Hong Kong's Governmentwill pump more 
than $3 billon into the park, but there is 
hope that it will attract millions of visitors 
to help revive Hong Kong's struggling 
economy. 
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Football team will not touch down anytime soon 
Support, gender equity keep possibility of a VCU team at bay 

ARLON STAYWELL 
Staff Writer 

Of all the construction the 
VCU campus: none involves 
a football stadium nor will 

any of it anytime soon; because VCU 
has no football team . . 

It 's not the number of students, as 
many colleges and universities enrolling 
a similar number of students sponsor 
successful football programs. The 
University of Virginia, for instance, has 
a football program and the number of 
students at that university is about 87 
percent of that ofVCU. UVa's tuition 
is only about 22 percent higher. 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
St~te University, with 35 percent more 
students than VCU and 12 percent 
higher tuition has a football program. It 
might have been champions in 2000 
except for losing the Sugar Bowl to 
Florida State University. 

In an unofficial poll from The 
Commonwealth Times; several students 
responded that they thought a football 
program at VCU was a good idea. 

"It would be fun," said Aaron Lyle, a 
junior and a political science major. "It 
would be something to do." 

Andrew Chau, a junior finance 
major, said, "Football is like the best 
sport. People don't seem as interested 
in other sports.;' 

Tom Shupe, VCU' s associate flthletic 
director for external affairs, said fund­
ing a football team at VCU would be 
difficult. 

"Competitive, intercollegiate football 
at all levels is very expensive," he said. 
"Any prudent budgeting must include 
income sources from pri vate contribu­
tions, radio/television rights fees , ticket 
s'lles, seat licensing, student fees, 

corporate support, retail trade agree­
ments, alumni programs, etc." 

He cautioned that media support in 
Virginia for amateur athletics generally 
and intercollegiate ath letics in particular 
is inconsistent. 

"Historically, statewide media have 
provided as much, if not more, coverage 
of North Carolina ba,ketball and 
Redskins football than any in-state 
college team," Shupe said. "Virginia 
Tech and UVa have each expanded 
their football stadiums despite not 
selling out home games on a regular 
basis." 

Nonetheless, Louise M. Dudley, the 
assistant vice president for university 
relations at the University of Virginia, 
cited that one advantage is that football 
brings in revenue that would benefit 
other sports. 

"While it does grovide funding for 
other sports because it's all male and 
because there is such a large number of 
players, it makes it harder to maintain 
gender equity," she said .. 

Dudley was referring to the gender 
equity required by Title IX of the 1972 
Educational Amendments to the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 that state: 

"No person in the United States shall, 
on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits 
of, or be subject to discrimination under 
any educational program or activity 
receiving federal financial assistance." 

To have a football team, a female 
sports program.has to be maintained in a 
consistent with the men and women 
sports programs, so that both genders 
find it fair and equitable. It's not 
impossible, Dudley said, but it is 
difficult. 

.. ~:lp.. V U . bi. ,~A.. I c Paid advertisement 

~ nSight 
"Helping to expose the greater Richmond area to some of the terrific things going on 
at the univmity." , Judy VanSlyke Turk, director, VCU School of Mass Communication! 

VCU InSight features VCU students, faculty and alumni 

7:30 p.m. Jan. 20 
WCVW-TV 

Richmond PBS Channel 57 

Sometime between Friday, Dec. 
13 and Monday, Dec. 16 
Personal property valued at $50 sto­
len from MCV Main Hospital. 

Thursday, Jan. 2 
$20 stolen from a female employee 
at MCV North Hospital. 

Friday, Jan. 3 
Male arrested on the 1200 block of 
Moore Street for possession of 
heroin. 

Tuesday, Jan. 7 
Male arrested on the 100 block of S. 
Laurel Street for possession of co­
came. 

VVcdncsday, Jan. 8 
Personal property valued at $ 135 
stolen from MCV Main Hospi 
tal. 

Thursday, Jan. 9 
Male arrested on South Randolph 
Street for driving under the influ­
ence. 

Male arrested on the 7(X) block of 
West Cary Street for being drunk in 
public. 

Female arrested for possession of 
cocaine and dri ving with a sllspended 
license. 

Friday, Jan. 10 
Property va lued at $ 140 stoien from 
the 1200 block of East Marshall 
Street. 

Damage to State Gateway Building 
estimated at $2,500. 

Sunday, J im. 12 
Male assaulted at MCV North Hos­
pital. 

Male arrested at West Main Street 7-
I I for trespassing. 

Monday, Jan. 13 
Personal prope rty val ued at $60 sto­
·Ien from the Bus iness Building. 

Male arrested on West Franklin Street 
for possession ofa concealed firearm. 

" 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

\ NElm AN ATTOIINI:Y? , Richmond Blues 

Edmund C .• aada 
IDlrna,ltla. 

CALL: 

Sa.a Dal. Free Ca.lultaUa. 

.aBlellen .• aFee 

Phone (804) 687-1727 · 
E-mail: 

edcmeade~aol.com 
2003 Monument Ave. #1 

RIchmond. Virginia 23220 

name: date: -------
address: ______ _ 
e-mail: ______ _ 
phone: ______ _ 

text: _______ _ 
~ 

(up to 25 words) ~ 

time period for the ads: . ~ 
where would you like to pick up the j 
commonwealtli times? " 
what issues would you like covered? j 

Vintage Denim Garments 

-Clothes 
-Hand Bags 
-Pillows 
-Gifts Monday-Friday 

8:00 to 4:30 
Fax: 804-644-9519 

C'"oS't. RichmondBlues 0"". @aol.com 
~~,~ 

rg '8 

Put your name 
and graphics on 
jeans and t-shirts. 

YoSAEJEANS@Hanmale.net 

Phone: 804-644-6040 
734-36 West Broad st. · 
Richmond; VA 
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SMALLPOX contilluedfrom Page I 

Public Radio about the smallpox 
virus, said others could ex perience a 
progressi ve infection such as gan: 
grene at the injection site. 

The side effects are significantly 
increased in patients with eczema, a 
ski n disorder, or a weakened immune 

f- syste m. 
"(Today) we have a whole new 

epidemic known as HIY," Wenzel 
said, adding that the HIY virus was 
not as prevalent during the smallp?x 
vacci nati on era. 

To compl icate matte rs there are a 
large number of' Americans who don ' t 
even know they have H1Y and wou ld' 
be at risk if given the vaccine. Preg­
nant women , people on steroids and 
cancer patients also should not 
receive the vaccine, he said, nor 
should they come in contact with 
anyone who has. 

"Because it's a live virus, it's 
therefore transmissible," Wenzel said. 

Thus a vacc inated doctor could 
come in contact with a high-ri sk 
patient and pass the virus along . 

Americans bom before I 972 were 
inocu lated against smallpox and there 
has been some debate about whether 
the injection would still be effecti ve in 
those patients today: ' 

All studies done on the vaccine's 
effecti veness took place while 
smallpox wa~ sti ll pr~sent in society, 
Wenzel said. Some studies show that 
vaccinated people have lower mortal­
ity rates. 

Results , he said, might have been 
because of subsequent exposure to the 
virus, This means a vaccinated patient 
cou ld have come in contact with the 
virus and therefore boosted his or her 
immunity. 

Although studies suggest that the 
vaccination could protect some 
people for more than a decade, 
Wenzel said the hospital wouldn't 
rely on that information. 

"We woauldn ' t bank on it at all 
during an outbreak," he said. 

Nonetheless, Wenzel cites three 
things that could arise to make 
MCYH officials feel comfortable 
administering the vacci ne to their 
staff: 

• if a case of smallpox ap-
peared a riywhere in the world, 

• if someone were to find a vile 
of the smallpox virus anywhere in the 
world or 

• if the U.S. government 
reported that there was an imminent 
or dangerous risk of an outbreak. 

'That would mean probably one of 
our enemies released it ," Wenzel said. 

To his kn0wledge, Wenzel said, 
there is no smallpox research at 

NEWS 

MCYH. Most of the testing, he said, 
takes place at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

In the event of an outbreak 
MCYH could be ca lled upon to 
vaccinate the genera l pub lic. In that 
situation, he sa id , the hospital would 
work closely with the state health 
department, 

A number of hospitals have 
delayed their dec ision to vaccinate 
their staff, including Yanderbilt and 
Grady. 

YCU President Eugene P. Trani 
said he is encouraged by hospital s 
that are taking the same position as 
MCYH. In concurrence with 
Wenzel, he said a major concern is 
the vaccine's health imiJlications. 

Other area hospitals are working 
· through the immunization question. 

l ody Challen, director of public 
relations and marke ti'ng for Bon 
Secours St. Mary's Hospital; said the 
hospital is still developing its small­
pox vaccination policy. 

Shanna Rowe, a junior studying 
criminal justice, doesn't agree with 
MCYH's decision. 

"If! were in their shoes I wou ld 
definitely want to get vacc inated," 
she said. 

Rowe, however, thinks the risks 
for the general public are too high to 
warrant a mass vacc ination. 

Smallpox 

Facts 

Last case seen 25 years ago. 
The virus has killed close to 
500 million people 
worldwide during the 20th 
century. 

Symptoms 

• The viral infection has a one 
to two week incubation 
period before symptoms 
occur. 

• Within two to three days 
patients experience flu-like 
symptoms. . 

• The pox, which 
arebubblelike sores, appear 
first on the wrists and hands 
and remain for duration of 
the illness (approximately 
two to three weeks). 

• The pox can spread to other 
parts of the body. 

LOAN cOirtilluedji"Olll Page I 

implemented the'new service fee for 
inte rlibrary loan borrowing. Institu­
tion such as museums, private librar­
iesoranotheruni vers itycharge YCU 
for borrowing a book, journal , ar­
ticle, dissertation or patent. 

Charges from instituti ons range 
from $6 to $30, but yeU will only 
charge users a flat fee of $5. 

"The user wi ll not pay the full 
fee," Ulrnschneider said, 

yeU Libraries has yet to recei ve 
complaints about the fees despite 
previous scrut iny from YCU fac­
uity, Ulrnscheider said. He does, 
however, expect criticism from YCU 
staff and students. 

" I think it 's pretty ridiculous to 
charge when it was free just last 
semester," said Meghan Prichard, a 
political science major. "By.charg­
ing, it discourages students not to 
use the service." 

Ulmscheider said YCU imple­
mented the fees for two reasons: 

• To keep VCU practices in-line 
with top researc h universities. 

• To offset recent budget reduc­
ti ons 

In addition, the fees will preserve 
library budget funds for future book 
and journal purchases. 

The Commonwealth Times. 

Preferred hy 1ll00'C 

old gothic c.hurc.hes 

than any ()Hler 

newspaper. 
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How has the remodeling 
of the University 

Student Commons 
affected you? 

"I think it's inconvenient for other 
students. They should have done it 
over the summer time when stu­
dents aren't sao busy." 

-Keah Bridges, 20, forensic science 

" It ' s a little crowded, but it ' ll 
look nice when it is fini shed." 

-Lind Hairfield,. 55, programs 
support technician in Administra­
tive Technology 

. " It's a waste of money." 
-Olatunde Akinfolajimi , 25, 

chemistry 

" It' s crowded. Itshouldbeaplace 
where we can have a break, but it 's 

. not. There's too much noise." 
-HamadAlqadhi,IS,pre-dentistry 

" It's getting crowded and there 
are too man y peop le standin g 
around." 

-Kim Nguyen, 22, nuclear medi­
c ine technology 

"The limited food' variety sucks 
because 'Chick-fi l-a is gone." 

-Afaq Khan, IS, political science 

"In the evening, J usedtogotothe 
Commons Cafe to eat and hang out 
with friends, but lately there is less 
of an on-campus community." 

-Auror Tenenbaum, 19, history, 

" I think it' s nice and it defin ite ly 
'needs some remodeling." 

-Lakeisha Harris, 19, psychology 

- "I miss my Chick-fil-a, but I am 
looking forward to what they are 
doing. Progress comes at a cost." 

-Li sa Beard-Sledd, 40, radiation 
sciences 

"It's just a bother and a hassle." 
-Matthew Early, 19, psychology 

and religious studies -

- Compiled by Priyanka Guh/i 
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AFTER THE WHISTLE 
SEAN GULLA 
Associate Sports Editor IJ Ah, the 

NFL play­
offs; th e 

, be s t o f 
:000, 0 ';m" ""d 

the worst of 
times. If 

you 've read my co lumn be­
fore then you know I am adie­
hard Giants fan . That :s ri ght, 
my heart bleeds Giants blue, 
and two weekends ago, my 
big blue heart was broken. 
Don ' t fee l too bad for me, 
though. It was great that the 
Giants made the playoffs af­
te r pre tty much everyo ne 
counted them out as the regu­
lar season was winding dow n. 
And things are looking good 
for the future. 

This was a breakout year 
for Kerry Collins and Amani 
Toomer. Collins set a Giants 
record for most passing yard­
age and all Toomer did was 
catch 82 ball s for 1,343 yards 
and eight touchdowns. Tiki 
Barber had another great year, 
racking up 1,984 yards ru sh-

I ing and receiv ing. Of course, 
I can ' t mention the Gianis' 
success without mentioning 
Giants rook ie ti ght end Jer­
emy Shockey. Shockey li ved 
up to the preseason hype by 
contributing 74 catches for 
894 yard s .and two touch­
down s. He is a lso the only 
rook ie go ing to the Pro Bowl 
this year. So things aren' t all 
bad for me and my fe llow 
Giants fans. 

But I won ' t lie. The loss 
hurts quite a bit; it was nearly 
a week before I could talk 

Women's 
Basketball -

William & Mary, 
Williamsburg, Va. 

7p.m . 

about it , but now the healing 
process has begun. After all , I' ve 
had my heart broken a few times 
in recent years. There was that 
playoff game so long ago in 
whi ch the Giants played the Vi­
kings and were winning wi th only 
minutes to go when the Vikes 
scored, recovered an onside kick, 
and then scored again to win the 
game. I don ' t think I need to 
mention th e Rave ns-G iant s 
Superbowl in which TrentDil fer 
became the worst quarterback to 
ever win a Superbowl in NFL 
history. So thi s last playoff de­
feat is simply another painful 
postseason stumble on the way 
to Superbowl greatness. 

I guess the thing that hu rts the 
most is that thi s latest loss is all 
my fault. You see, I made a phone 
call to my friend Jim while the 
Giants were winning 38-1 4. At 
that point, it looked like the game 
was out of reach fo r the 4gers. 
Collins was hitting Toomer and 
Shockey all over the field , and 
Barber was getting it done on the . 
ground . So I called Jim, who, 
just li ke me, bleeds Giants blue. 
I le ft a message on h is cell phone. 
" Hey Jim, th is is awesome," I 
said, "B ig B lue all the way! You 
can' t stop our boys !" 

Litt le did I know that I was at 
that very moment putting the 
dreaded playoff jin x on the very 
team I love so dearl y. T he com­
plex ion of the game began to 
change and I sat helpless as vic­
tory began to sli p away. Garc ia 
to Owens- touchdow n. Two­
point co nve rs ion.Garcia 
sc ramb les-touchd ow n. Two­
point conversion. Niners fie ld 
goal is good. Garci a to Streets­
touchdown. Niners lead 39-38. I 

can't believe thi s is happen­
ing . And so footba ll fans 
around the nation found them­
selves glued to their televi­
sions as Giants' kicker Matt 
Bryant lined up for a 40-yard 
kick to win the game. And 
then th e unthinkable hap­
pened. I was so sure ·the Gi­
ants had a date with destiny 
thi s year, but apparent ly des­
tiny ordered the lobster and 
the Giants left their wallet at 
home on the dresser. The refs 
blew the call at the end of the 
game, which, by the way, 
seems to be acontinuing trend 
(Steelers fans I sympathi ze) 
and now Big Blue is done ?nd 
my heart is broken. At least 
until next year, anyway. I'll 
be fine by the draft and 
chomping at the bit by the 
time the preseason games start. 

I realize that by ranting 
about the Giants in my bi ­
week ly soapbox , I' ve prob­
ably irritated fans of many 
other NFL teams who may 
have read this, but the point is 
that the playoffs (w in or lose) 
are what make the NFL so 
much fu n. Everyone wants 
the ir favorite team to do well , 
and that is what make the pl ay­
offs so exc iting . The Giants­
Niners game (with the excep­
tion of the offi ciating) was 
one of the best games I' ve 
ever seen. Now I'm cheering 
on the Eagles, whom I picked 
to win theSuperbowl thi s year 
in an earlier co lumn. But if the 
Eagles don't win , I won' t be 
too di sappointed . I have onl y 
one true love anyway, and I' ve 
got the feeling next season 
might be the year. 

Men's Basketball 
William & Mary , 
Willi amsburg, Va. 

Women's 
Basketball -

Hofstra, 
Richmond, Va. 

2p.m. 
7 p.m. 

Track & Field 
Navy Invitational , 

Annapo lis, Md. 
7p.m. 

Women's Basketball up­
ends CAA opponent JMU 
ANDREW HALE 
Sports Editor 

VCU Women's Basketba ll 
snapped a two-game losing streak 
atthe ALL TEL Pavilion last Sun­
day. The 68-6 1 victory came 
against the now 6-6 ( 1-2 CAA) 
Ja mes Madi son Uni ve rs it y 
Dukes. Seni o r Kri s tin e 
Austgulen earned 34 points on 
the evening, tying a Colonial 
Athletic Assoc iation season-high 
and setting a new personal ca­
reer-hi gh. Austgul en a lso led 
the team with I I rebounds. With 
the win , VCU's record moves up 
to 4-8 ( 1-2 CAA). 

The onl y other player to reach 
doubl e-digit points was junior 
guard Cy ndy Wilks, who went 
four for seven and made three of 
fi ve free throws. Wilks also had . 
seven rebounds for VCU . 

The Rams fini shed up the first ' 
half trailing by one .(32-3 1) but 
started the second half with a 7-
o run and then kept the lead for 
the remainder of the game. JM U 
came close to tak ing the lead 
with around 12 minutes remain-

in g but wou ld not get any closer 
to VC U' s lead than two points. 

JM U shot for 23 percent in the 
second half, dropping from 46 
percent in the fi rst. VC U shot 50 
percent fro m the fi eld for the 
game, while JM U shot 33 per­
cent. The Rams al so led in re­
bound s, totaling 41 tothe Dukes ' 
26. 

Women's baske tba ll faces 
Hofstra Sunday, Jan. 19at2p.m. 
at the Siege l Center. . 

Kristine Austgulen 

Both tennis teams receive top 25 rank 
Both Men and Women's ten­

nis have reached theOmni Hotels 
Co ll eg iate Ten ni s Rankin gs, 
voted on by the ITA National 
Ranking Committee. Results 
from tlie fall season are used to 
consider this ranking. 

The men' s team reached 16th 
place out of 25 with 2,037 team 
points. T he women's team re­
ceived a 25th place ranking with 
1,170 poi nts. Indi viduall y, se­
nior Florian Marquardy was 
ranked4 1 stplace with 683 points. 

Junior Pedro Nieto also received 
an 80th p lace ranking with 268 
points .. The only female tenni s 
player from VCU to receive a 
rankin g was juni or Barbo ra 
Zahnova who re~ei ved a 96th 
place ranking with 84 poi nts. 

The two teams will open up 
play this season as hosts of the 
VCU 4- 1 In vit ational at the 
T halhilnerTenni sCenterin Rich­
mond. The men's team is set to 
start competition Jan. 24 wit h the 
women's team start ing Jan . 3 1. 

Men's Basketball' 
James Madiso n, 
Richmond , Va. 

7:30 p .m. 
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SK CiB 
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT BOB KNOWS,E-MAILtHM AT CTVCU(il)HOTMAILCOM, USE "ASK B{)B" AS THE SUBJECT. 

- No questions, no answers ... instead, links, comics and soap boxes 

Where have all the 
readers gone? 

It seems that once again, there are no 
readers at YCU. The Commonwealth 
Times sits unread in its hard , cold box. The 
paper gets lone ly when it is not read. Do 
you want your newspaper to be lonely? 

Some pople may think this is a waste of 
space and effort , to write utter nonsense 
and silliness in a college newspaper. Look 
at Dave Barry, he does the same thing and 
is read extensively all over the country . 

One day , maybe I wi II get syndicated, as 
Bob perhaps, or writ ing under my name, 
whatever that may be. 

Please help me out and send in your 
questions, it is very hard to answer ques­
tions and provide amusement and humor if 
t~ere is nothing to answer. 

Urgent Bat Boy news! . 

·Bat Boy is on the run! Earlierthi s week, 
Bat Boy (of Weekly World News fame) 
led police on a chase. This i·s very unchar­
acterist ic of Bat boy as he is a law-biding 
citi zen and close friend to Bob. 

Pixel Man was very distraught when he 
heard the news and is worri ed about the 
well-beingofour good fri end . So, I ask you 
if you have seen or heard anything from 
Bat Boy, please letu s'know immediately at 
ctvcu@hotmail.com. 

Al so, my good fri end Moose Anderson 
will be making a run at becoming the next 
SGA president, so please look for his signs 
and learn about what he stands for. I th ink 
he can do a lot of good for thi s schooL 

Remember, vote Moose in March . 

Link of the Day! 

Are you a video game buff? Do 
you remember Pong? Frogger? Space 
Invaders? 

YOll do?Good! Ifnot,you should . 
Well , you poor deprived children, I 
have found something truly amazing 
(and totally addicting) ... 

3-D Pong! 

homepa ge. ntlworld. co ml 
Ie I e hli dolg ame s/3 d_p 0l1g1 
3d-pong.htm. 

Once you start, you can 'l stop .. 

ll-t~ \e.NN~ 50S ~~ 1\IAN S wi\.-~ wi N 

lkS 5.11\ Pr::f< BOWL.! 

Soap Box 
The rise and fall of 

the snowy domain ... 

It seems that Mother Nature and 
Father Winter were ha vin 1!; a little 
party last night. Things we~'c goi ng 
well. The elements we re all s iltilH!. 
around the d inner table, Illum.:hing 
happily. T he evening was turning 
out even nicer than was ex pecteu . 

However, things look a tllrn for 
the worst after dark . You see. the fire 
went out , and lire (one or the ele­
ments) was o f course, blamed fo r 
thi s, seeing as how he was fire and 
should have tended to hi s kin . 

We ll , now that the cold had set in , 
ice and Father Winte r were happy as 
elemental dums at the turn o l"cvents. 
Fireand MotherNature, bot h wanner 
creatures, were not. 

This is when the rucku s hroke out 
and the snow began. It still1ed s low, 
a sn ide comment here, a g la re there, 
but soon the ill fee ling boiled over 
and the fi ght was on! 

Thesnow fe ll , at rirst, sonl y .. As 
the evening wore on and the sides 
'were heing uruwll forqu ile a rucku s, 
the snow picked up, and lei I fa ster, 
harder and more rlentifull y. 

Thi s, in turn , caused all the little 
children at VCU to re joice (those 
who were not in bed a·lready, with 
visions of classes stomping ill the ir 
heads). We watched the snow fall 
wit h that ever-g low ing (;.Ice and the 
questio n 0 11 everyolle'symguc was 
of course, " Do you think we' ll get 
enough to close sc hoo l'!" 

We ll , as you are reading thi s to­
day, that did not occur, as the snow 
tapered off around 2:30a.m .. as the 
Weather Channel had been threat­
ening forthe past hour. Score one fo r 
them. 

Just remember, when Mother Na­
tu re and Father Winler get together 
for anything, sparks can fl y, snow 
can fall and the entire world can 
tremb le before their will s' 

Just don ' t in vite Father T ime .. 
then things could really get ugly' 

Bob is the "ork of fiction. Answers 
are made up and not based on fact. 
Bob's ,ie"s do not represent those 

of the Common"ealth Times. 
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Comedian Steve Moore 
discusses HIV, Roseanne 
and his new show 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Associate Spectrum Editor 

Steve Moore has an air about him that ' Parton Show." "[Roseanne's]crazy. She 
is friendly, open and makes everyone fired me five times, but she always hired 
around him feel welcome, It is no won- me back. When I first met her she was 
der why he makes such a great bartender sleeping on other people's couches," he 
at Fieldens. said, But Moore said that working with 

But beyond his great personality, he is Dolly Parton was oneofhis better memo­
candid about himself and hi s HIV in a ries of Holl ywood. 
lighthearted way, and that is what will Surprisingly though, ifgivenachance, 
makehisupcomingone man show,"Steve Steve Moore wou ld not choose to go 
Moore Unplugged," unique. back to Hollywood. "I would go if 

To get up on stage, revea l that he has SOTl]eone offered me a job, but it was 
HIV and dare to deal wi th it in a stand-up crowded and dirty and competitive. And 
routine is definitely a rarity, if not un- they ask you to leave when you turn 
heard of, but Moore has been doing it forty." 
now for eight years. " I think [HIV] is Five years ago, Moore was the subject 
reall y important to talk about and no- of an HBO documentary tit led "Drop 
body talks about it," Moore said. How- Dead Gorgeous," which included hi s 
ever, his audiences have not always been stand-up along with scenes about hi s life 
respectful of him as he speaks to them and interviews from hi s parents. Hisnew 
about his HIV . "One time I told the show is fill ed with someofhi s old mate­
audience that I had HIV and asked if they rial from stand-up shows like the one on 
knew whatthat meant and a guy,said, 'It the documentary and plenty of brand 
means you're going to die: And I said, new material. "I'm doing all of the 
'And you' re not? Jesus Christ, party of material tliat didn ' t get on TV." Along 
three!'" with that, there will be new jokes; I spied 

Unfazed when asked ifaudiencemem- him scrawling some of them as I came 
bers have ever walked out mid-show he down from "The Rocky Horror Show" 
replies, "Probably, I would guess they since he was the door greeterl ticket 
have." seller that night. 

Moore attended VCU as a drama ma- Since hi s career hit adry patch after his 
jorin the I 970s, but he didn ' t decide that documentary, many people have told 
he wanted to becomeacomedian until he him that they thought he was dead. 
started working at The Comedy Store as But this show will set the rumors to 
a piano player. "I stal1ed being funny al rest and let thepublic know just how well 
the piano and people responded," Moore Steve Moore is doing. "I keep setting 
said, From there he became a warm-up goals for myself and that ' s what keeps 
comedian for the shows "Roseanne," me going. If [the show] goes well, than I 

" and "The will take it to New York." One thing that 
keeps him going is the 

with HIV who en­
seeing a courageous 

and witty person like 
Moore gel on stage and 
crack jokes like, "My par­
ents thought that HIV 
meant Homosexual s in ' 
Virgi nia." "I do it mostly 
for [people with HIV] , and 
if other people enjoy it, 
then that is great." 

Steve Moore will per­
form his one-man comedy 
show begi nningtoday ,Jan. 
16, and during the week­
e nds until Feb.1 at 
Fieldens. Call 359-1 963 

, Thursday, January 16, 2003 

All photos by Chris Hancock 
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The truth about the 50-million-dollar lie 
CINDY CECIL 
Spec/min Edi/or 

Evan MatTio!' s got looks, charm and a 
ton ollnoney. Oh wait , scratch the money, 
butthe looks and charm are sti II there. Wi II 
that be enough for the twenty ladies who 
were tricked into traveling to "hi s" man­
sion in the French countryside? U m ... how 
about no! 

FOX's latest reali ty show, "Joe Mil­
lionaire," has quite possibly sunken to 
lowest level of reality shows (excusing of 
course FOX's 2000 mistake, "Who Wants 
to Marry a Millionaire"). Didn ' t they learn 
theirlesson?Ofcoursenol. Why ? Because 
thi s show is getting viewers, a lthough none 
of the viewers seem to be from VCU. Out 
of ten VCU students surveyed, only one 
admits to watching the show. 

Freshman Emily Hansard fe lt particu­
larly strong about not watch ing this o r any 
reality show. " I think these types of (rea l­
ity) shows are a cheap way to make ratings 

goup. I have not watched any of these sorts 
of shows. I wi II not submit myselfto watch· 
ing women throw themselves at a man," 
Hansard said. 

The women on this show are indeed 
throwing themselves at this seemi ng ly rich 
bache lor. W e won ' t fool ourselves into 
believing that this doesn't happen on most 
of the other numerous reality shows that 
air, but thi s is the first time that it has 
happened under false pretense. For those 
who are out of the reality show loop here is 
the break down. FOX's latest "brilliant" 
idea was to pluck a handsome construction 
workeroutof his$ I 9,000 yearly salary life 
and convince him to pose as a recipient of 
a $50 million inheritance . We won't get 
into IQ requirements for this individual 
because it 's quite clear that there were 
none. They found their man in Evan 
MatTiot of Virginia Beach. 

He was f1o:"n to France, painstakingly 
quizzed on wines, dancing, horsemanship 
and every manner of skill that wou ld 'ac­
company a huge fortune. Then thi s lone ly 
bachelor looking for love flew in twenty 
lucky ladies, all of whom believed that 
they were on their way to compete fortheir 
prince charming and fairy tale, I'II-never­
have-to-work-another-day-in-my- li feend~ 
ing. In theclosing stagesoftheshow, when 
he makes his choice it 's going to come 
down to the age-old dilemma of love ver­
sus money. 

The plan seems simple enough, but is it 
ethical? On the one hand, any woman 
greedy enough to enter a contest for 50 
million dollars, (oh yeah, and a husband) 
deserves to be publicly humiliated. On the 
other hand~'who are we to judge? What 
gIves networks the right to exploit people 's 
weaknesses under fa lse pretenses? 

" I think the gi rl s are exp loiting them­
selves by being on the show. Who cares if 

Photo illustration: Sheena Lloyd 

they are being misled because they' re idi­
ots anyway," Emily DatTell , a jun i0r En· 
g li sh major said. 

English major Meredith Dean, a junior, 
agrees w ith Darrell that the women 
shou ldn ' t have any sympathy from the 
show's watchers. "They know whatthey' re 
getting into [as far as the type of show]. 
They' re choosing to be explo ited," Dean 
said. 

Chemistry major Ankush Khanna, a 
senior, had a little morecomjJassion forth e 
unfortunate contestants. "It's unethical to 
tell them he's a millionaire. Of course this 
is probably the most public ized soc iology 
experiment where wecan see how a person 
is affected by the existence of money or 
lack of it," Khanna said . 

Some VCU students expressed disdain 
for the show. "This show shows no reality 
at all. It 's trash and I don ' t watch it ," 

Anthony Katchusky; a seni or psyc ho logy 
major said . 

Sen ior theater majo r, Rac hae l Mille r 
shared her own bleak viewofreality shows. 
"Ever since the first few reality shows hit 
the air, I was pre tty sure that they were just 
another indication of the dreadful dec line 
of this nation and the onset of the inevitable 
fall of humanity asa whole," rVlillersaid. " I 
think that all of these people deserve what ' s 
coming to them and I hope it ruins ttie ir 
li ves. 

" If you are going to go o n a reality show 
you better just be prepared because it 's a ll 
just exploi tation to make more money , 
which is the American Dream." 

One student be lieved the show had po­
tential. " I think in the en'd it wi ll be funny 
to see who was in it for the money ," Lynn 
Weaver, an education major sa id . 

Weaver did mention that she also fe lt 
going on a show to get tnurried was wrong, 
but it 's nice to see that she isn ' t entirel y 
boycotting the occasional enjoyment of 
substandard yet sometimes enterta ining 
reality te levis io n. 

[n a quest to turn the tables, [ asked the 
same students [ surveyed what ihey wou ld 
do if they made their own reality show ancl 
thei r income depended on the show's suc-' 
cess. A whopping 90 percent said that they 
wou ld never lower themselves to make a 
reality show. 10 percent of the group (per­
haps the most honest set) said that making 
money would be their main concern . Inte r­
esting ly no one said that they would make 
an ethical reality show. Perhaps it is an 
imposs ible feal. -

MTV's "Real World" staned it a ll and 
now reality shows have g rown both in 
number and in outrageous.ness. Man y te le­
vision genres had a Golden Age. The game 
show era was so expansive that it has 
recently warranted its own te lev ision ne t­
work . Perhaps one day the ir wi ll be a 
reality show network , but it would seem 
that if that day comes ·about, very few 
students from VCU wi ll be tuning in . 

Will his chosen 
companion reject him 
once she Teams the truth, 
or will true love win out? 

Tune in Monday at 9p.m. 
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Happenings 
Thursday 

January 16 

"Steve Moore Unplugged" 
Fieldens. 
8 p.m., $12 

"Women ROCK: Mary 
Stewart" 
University of Richmond 's Marsh 
Gallery. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday 
January 17 

Latin Unity Night 
Ay Carumba Lounge. 
9 p.m. to 2 a.m., free 

The Second Annual Rough N 
Rowdy Brawl 
The Richmond Collisseul11 
7:30 p.l11 .. $12 to $18 

Saturday 
January 18 

"Festival of New American 
Plays" 
Firehouse T heater 
355-200 1 
4p.m., $ 15 

Sunday 
January 19 , 

Drag Show 
Babe's 
8p.m. , $5. 

What's going on? 

Is your band playing a 
show? 
Are you showing off your 
art at a local gallery? 
Do you have an event to 
announce? 

Send It to Cindy Cecil 
at cecllck@vcu.edu 

01 

I 
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Pets and skateboarders add to 
the Osbournes' antics this season 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Associate Spectrum EdiJor 

Returning from a small break of the 
season over Christmas, "The Osbournes" 
does not disappoint with "Meow Means 
No!!" But the real stars of this episode 
weren' t even in the family, technically. 
AlthoughfatherOzzy, motherSharon, who 
is dealing with colon cancer, Kelly and 
Jack were great the return of Dill and the 
pet dramas were the most entertaining. 

As Jack tells Ozzy. that Dill will be 
staying with them once again, Ozzy 
stumbles back with a look of disbelief and 
annoyance on his face. Father knows best, 
'but not even Ozzy could predict the mad- . 
ness that would ensue with Dill staying at 
the "Castle of Darkness." Watching the 
nappy-headed oddball spout his theories 
about Iraq and America to a group of eye­
rolling blonde girls and a confused-look­
ing guy with a sweatband was hilarious. 

"!think it's completely great in Kuwait 
ifthey can get KFC from American culture 
and have a great time that's awesome too," 
he proclaims. 

This scene was followed by a wrestling 
match between Dill and Jack that was even 
funnier. Jack's butt was shining through his 
underwear nearly the whole time that they 
were slapping and kicking each other. 

The instrumental music played during their 
battle added to the humor. And they finished 
off their tussle by both peeing in the yard. 

During the episode, Kelly was dealing 
with having hired her friend Sarah to be in 

her band even though 
she was a terrible 
drummer. Sarah had a 
bad attitude, could 
barely play the drums 
and was basically hired 
because she was 
friends with Kelly and 
needed to payoff her 
debt (which she did 
with a ten thousand 
dollar check from "the 
fam i ly") .Fi nally, 
Kelly's manager con­
vinced Sharon to let 
her go and find a new 
drummer, who ap­
pears in Kelly 's "Shut 
Up" video. But Sarah 
also contributed to the 
video; she clicked the 
slate. 

A new addition to ttie Osbourne fam­
ily this episode is an extremely horny, 
small dog with white curly hair named 
Arthur. This dog went around the house 
humping every animal on sight. And 
Arthur was not ashamed to cross spe­
cies lines while pleasing himself either. 
Poor Gus, a male cat, was forcefully 
sodomized by the new Osbourne. 

"He was crying, crying. My poor 
baby, look at him. Look, you can tell 
he's been sexually abused," Sharon said. 

Dill, Jack and Rob (who the 
Osbournes took in when his mother 
died of colon cancer) were equally 

Photo illustration: Sheena Lloyd 

amused by Jack's dog Lo'la's natural ability 
on a skateboard. 

This episode was refreshing and funny 
because it did not entirely center around Kelly 
and her new singing career. 

Instead, catching up with old favorites and 
being introduced to crazy new animals were 
great ideas. Dill has definitely become a 
staple of the show, and it is always fun to 
watch his interactions with Jack and the fam­
ily. And one' can only guess who Arthur's 
next victim will be. 

"The Osboumes" airs on M7V.at 10:30 
p.m. every Tuesday. 

Pure gold: Stars to battle for Golden Globes 
CINDY CECIL to have found the lime light once again 
Spectrum Edilor with a nomination for best actor in a 

drama for "Catch Me if You Can." This 
And the winner is ... Yes, it' s that time film, along with his other recent film. 

again. The nominations are in, and the "Gangs of New York," racked up a total 
6O'rn annual Golden G lobe Awards are of six nominations. Five of these are 
scheduled to air Sunday, Jan. 19at8p.m. accredited to "Gangs of New York." 
Il.promises to be an entertaining show with "The Lord of the Rings: Two Towers" 
presenters including Madonna, Elton John, was nominated for best motion picture 
Sharon Stone, Harrison Ford, Sarah Jes- in drama and best director for a motion 
sicaParker,HalieBerry,BeyonceKnowles, picture. "About Schmidt" did quite 
~obin Williams and oh yes, Brad Pitt well, bringing in a total of five nomina-

Speaking of nominations, after looking tions including one for best motion pic­
over the list, I wondered if there would ture in drama. 
have been any if the cutoff to submitthem Enough drama; let' s look atthe films . 
1lad been just a month earlier. Many of the that gave us the giggles this year. It ' s 
motion picture nominations involved such been a good year for "Chicago," as 
recently releaSed movies as "Gangs of almost everyone involved in the movie 
New York," 'The Lord of the Rings: The ... gained a nomination, including best 
Two Towers" and "Catch Me if You Can." actor, best actress, best supportingactor 

The ParamounilMiramax film "The and actress,bestdirectorlmd best screen­
Hours" shows up an impressive seven play. Naturally, it's up for best motion 
times on the nominee list. Its nominations picture in comedy. "Adaptation" was 
include one for best motion picture in close behind with six nominations. 
drama and two in the best actress in a So there are the big nominees for the 
drama category . Leonardo Dicaprio seems motion picture partofthe show, but let us 

not forget to pay tribute to television. In recent 
years, HBO has emerged as a major leader in 
TV series for both drama and comedy. Many 
people subscribe to HBO just to see ''The 
Sopranos" or "Sex in the City." The rampant 
popularity of these shows and others on HBO 
is evident in the results for TV series nomina­
tions. In total, "The Sopranos" and "Six Feet 
Under," both HBO shows, are up for six awards 
in the dramatic series category. NBC's politi­
cal series ''The West Wing" is also holding its 
own with three nominations. 

Forthe light of heart and those who like to 
laugh, "Friends" and "Will and Grace" brought 
·in three nominations each. As always, it's 
nice to see ari ·old favorite, FOX's long­
running hit series, 'The Simpsons," is up for 
the award for best comedy series. 

Amid all of the fun and excitement, we 
cannot forget one of the most important tradi­
tions of the Golden Globe Awards ; the presen­
tation of the Cecil B. DeMille Award. Look 
for Gene Hackman to be honored this year. 

Clear your schedule for Sunday night and 
tune into NBC to watch your favorite celebri­
ties take home the gold. 

n.nday, January 16,2003 

353-9280 

BACK ROOM 

203 N. Lombardy St. 
Live Entertainment 

7 Nights a Week 

Thursday, January 16 (9:30 pm) 

K1imt Experience 
Friday, January J7 (9 :30 pm) 

Skip Gailes 
Saturday, January 18 (9 :30 pm) 

George Turner 
Sunday, January 19 (9:30 pm) 

Doug Bethel 
Monday, January 20 (9:30 pm) 

Rudy }'aulkner 

1110 W Broad Street 
Next to the Siegel Center 

TRY OUR SOUP! 
IT'LL WARM YOU UP~. 

We accept Ram Bucks 
& VCU ONE Card 

:E ••• 
OPEN LATE 

ON WEEKENDS 
UNTIL MIDNIGHT 

phone: 355-0433 
fax: 355-4806 

We serve Breakfast! 
$2.49 sub of the month 

HAM AND CHEESE 
regular 6" ~ 

~-----------~, 
~ Buy any two : 
-t ;a regular footlong : 
~ subs for $7.99 I 
:r: I 
_ One coupon per customer per viSit I 

Vaid~r;::1~:.Y~=::ijon I 
ExpintS 1131/03 , I 

~-------------.~ 
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The great divide: weapons and medicine 
EMILY L1U 
Op/Ed Editor 

As I return' to the ,---=;::----, 
CityofRichmond from 
a long-lasting winter 
break and begin to 
settle back into the rou­
tine of daily life, I've 
finally gottew the op- --.... ~--. 
portunity to turn on the television again to 
update myself on the world around me. 
Much to my disappointment, our world 
seems both unstable and insecure to an even 
greater extent than it had been merely weeks 
ago. The uncertai nty of our future as a nation 
amid the raging politics is enough to cause 
stress-induced ulcers in listeners alone. 
We've only barely begun to engage our­
selves with our mission in the Middle East 
Now we've added North Korea to our "to 
do" list - just one placement above the back­
and-forth political catfights between the 
Democrats and Republicans, the only two 
parties in our country that have any real say, 
,about necessary reform to boost our rapidly 
deteriorating economy. 

In a look at the local l1ews, it appears 
increasingly evident each day that the vio­
lence in Richmond alone has already 
reached a level of unmanageability. At 

some point, the negativity that is thrown at 
us via television and other media resources· 
isalmost morethananyone individual may 
bear or ever want to bear. We see tragedy 
constantly, but by now we' ve only become 
all too accustomed to it in our lives. We 
hardly flinch at the gruesome sight of a 
crime scene on television. Decades ago 
people were sti ll shocked by the loss of 
human life. Today we seem only con­
cenied with the possible loss of human life 
in our future, as we implement more ideas 
or "brilliant'solutions" that carry with it that 
very possibility. We are left with little time 
to reflect upon the lives that have already 
lost in this social, societal, global, and 
political struggle. 

But the fact of the matter is that with 
every loss of life, there isabody bag. There 
is a casket, there is an entire family in 
anguish and agony, and there are so many 
memories waiting to be told - enough to 
produce scars of its own on the soul. And 
yet we as a nation sti II seem so eager to 
move forward and set global standards, 
when our society hasn't even begun to set 
standards for itself. Were such standards 
already set, they would certainly not allow 
for the plethora of violence and hatred that 
plagues our people and our' cities every­
day. The bloodshed is incredible at the end 

of each day, and that doesn't even st ir us? 
Just how cold and cruel have we be­

come as a people? Dare we call ourselves 
"barbaric" now that we have gun s and 
advanced weaponry"- Unf0l1unatdy the 
technological leaps we've made in the 
weaponry department throughout the de­
cades nowhere near parallels the medical 
advancements we've made to cure those 
injuries and wounds produced by these 
weapons or even basic weapons alone. Nor 
have social advancements kepr up with 
that of weapons, for we clearly haven't 
become civi l enough not to physically hurt 
or harm one another. Yet at this point, our 
government conti nues dratiing plans day­
and-night to discharge and destroy. 

It, too, has been numbed to the tragedy 
of loss. It remai ns that loss will nevercease 
to ex ist, but become a constant reminderof 
the 'value of life when the time comes that 
we each choose to see it, or when the time 
comes that it chooses to vis it us on its own. 

As we look into our future, it isa wonder 
how thi s fury in our society was ever 
unleashed and whether we may ever em­
brace some sort of harmony and unity 
again - sociall y, racially, politically or 
even environmentally. 
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monwealth Times is a forum open 
to the public. Virginia Common· 
wealth University students, faculty­
and administrators are encouraged 
to submit letters and coJumns ex· 
pressing their opinions and con­
cerns. The opinions expressed are 
those of individual writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or 
VCU. Editorials represent the in­
stitutional opinion orthe Common­
wealth Times. 

We reserve the right to edit all 
lettersforgrammar,styleandspace. 
Lettersshould not exceed one single· 
spaced typed page. Letters must be 
signed and must include daytime .. 
and evening phone numbers. 

Please send leiters to 
CTimesEditor@aol.com. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 842010, Rich­
mond, VA 23284-2010. Drop box 
location: Room 1149, T. Edward 
Temple Building. 
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