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Thursday, 
April 10 

NASCAR Winston Cup 
driver JelfGordon wi ll speak 
at the Salvation Army Annual 
Dinner, which will begin at 6 
p.m. at the Richmond Marriol. 
Tickets are $100. 421-3304, 
500 E. Broad SI. 

Duke University's Anne 
Allison will speak about on 
"Japanes'e Monsters in 
Millenial Capita lism at 
Randolph-Macon College at 
7:30p.m. 752-37 I 2,306Henry 
SI. . 

Friday, 
April 11 

Current and prospective 
VCU students can listen to a 
lecture about tbe various ra­
diation sciences programs at 
VCU at 3 p.m. 828-9 104,70 I 
W. Grace SI. Room 2141 

VCU 's Alpha Kappa 
Lambda fraternity is making 
their own AKLtraz in the Stu­
dent Commons. E.veryone who 
donates money to Safe Har­
bor, which is an organization 
focused on fighting domestic 
violence, will get to imprison 
someone of their choice. The 
prisoner then has to post bail to 
be released. This wi U go on 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p:m. 

Saturday, 
April 12 

"Richmond Forum: U.S. 
SenatorFredThompson"'gives 
Richmonders an opportunity 
todiscuss important issues with 
a person who can make a dif­
ference. It will begin at 8 p.m. 
in the LandmarkTheater. Tick­
ets range from $25 to $40. 
330-3993.6 N. Laurel SI. 

Recycle this 
Newspaper! 

For recycling infOlmation 
visit: www.vcll.eduJ 

recycling 

IN ·BRIEF 
Germans protest 

English words 

[n a "peaceful linguistic pro­
test," Armin Burkhardt and other 
Gennan scientists are urging the 
public to stop using words de­
rived from English and use French 
terms instead. The professor in 
the German department at 
Magdebur8 University has about 
30 French replacements for En­
glish expressions, which entered 
the Gennan language after World 
War n. He suggests Gennans buy 
"billets," not "tickets." He is cal l­
ing for "formidable" to replace 
"cool." "[The protest] is meant to 
show that the political line of the 
French president and the Gennan 
chancellor on lraq have the sup­
port ofthe majority of the public," 
Burkhardt said. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Crowe 

Monday, actor Russell Crowe 
married Danielle Spencer. The 
ceremony took place in the family 
chapel at his country ranch. The 
bride wore a Giorgio Armani 
gown. Crowe's birthday/wedding 
bash included a cricket match and 
musical perfonnances. Some re­
ports estimate the wedding costs 
at $600,000. 

VCU graduate 
schools ranked in 

top 60 

The U.S. News & World Re­
port 2004 rankings of America's 
best graduate schools were re­
leased Friday. Twenty of VCU's 
graduate programs rank nation­
ally in the top 60. Ten programs 
are from the academic campus 
and 10 are from the medical canl­
pus. 

Of these top 20 programs, 13 
are ranked in the top 20 and six are 
ranked i!l the top lO. Sculpture 
and Nurse Anesthesia ranked No. 
1 in their respective categories. 

The other top-10 school s and 
programs are the School of the 
Arts, sixth, up from nineteenth 
previously; Graphic Design , 
fourth; Health Services Adminis­
tration, fifth , up from eigth; and 
Painting and Drawing, 10th. The 
School of Education, the School 
ofNursingandtheSchoolofMedi­
cine are also in the top 60. 

Three schools carry over pre­
vious rankings: the School of So­
cial Work, 13th; the School of 
Dentistry, 13th; and the School of 
Pharmacy, 19th. 

Other VCU graduate programs 
ranked in the top 60 are Commu­
nity Health, l8th; Rehabilitative 
Counseling, 20th; and Teacher 
Preparation, top 50. 

VCU graduate programs car­
rying over previous rankings are 
Physical Therapy, 15th; Occupa­
tional Therapy, 17th; Creative 
Writing, 50th; Clinical Psychol­
ogy, 50th; and Public Affairs,S I Sl. 

SARS death toll 
rises 

Severe acute respiratory syn­
drome has now claimed the lives 
of 10 I people. Officials in Hong 
Kong fear they might see 3,000 
cases in the city. In order to con­
trolthevirus' spread, China'sgov­
ernment might be forced to use 
lntemet-linkedcamerastoenforce 
quarantine. The largest numberof 
persons infected across the g lobe 
appears to be health- care work­
ers. 

Massacre in Congo 
town 

Almost 1,000 civilians were 
massacred in a remote Congo town 
last Thursday. Witnesses reported 
that even women and children 
joined in the killing spree with 
gu ns and machetes. The two 
Congo tribes pitted against each 
other in an ethnic conflict have 
come to severe blows in recent 
months as the factions from the 
wider war in the Democratic Re­
public of Congo have become in­
volved. The killings came hours 
after the Congo' s government and 
rebel leaders signed a deal to traf\.~< 
sition government in the capitat 
city of Kinshasa. The murders are 
being called the worst atrocity in 
the country 's four -and-a-half-Year 
war. 

Epilepsy drug may 
cause weight loss 

In recent obesity studies, an 
epilepsy drug, zonisarnide, and a 
reduced-calorie diet may cause 
significant weight loss for obese 
adults. The study, which is in this 
week's Journal of the American 
Medical Association, stemmed 
from reports of unint~tiona l 
weight loss in epilepsy patients 
that used the drug to prevent sei­
zures. [t is not yet known how the 
drug stimulates weight loss. Fa­
tigue appears to be the only side 
effect associated with the drug. 
Roughly 30 percent of U.S. adults 
are obese and 60 percent are over-

weight. 

No more declawed 
cats in West 

Hollywood 

Although some European na­
tions have banned declawi ng, cats 
in the Uni ted States sti ll undergo 
the procedure. West Hollywood 
City Council, however, has re­
cently voted to ban the practice. 
Supporters of the ban said that it is 
unfair to 'decl aw a cat, as it 
wouldn ' t be able to escape from 
predators while it is outside. The 
California Veterinary Medical 
Association opposes the bill . The 
film industry said a ban on 
declawing big cats such as tigers 
could make movie sets more dan­
gerous and costly. West Holly­
wood officials said they are set­
ting precedence for the rest of the 
country. 

Watergate papers 
head to University 

of Texas 

The University of Texas is pay­
ing The Washington Post report­
ers Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein $5 million to archive 
their Watergate papers. The 75 
boxes of papers from the Nixon 
era will be housed and madeavail­
able for study at the university. 
Documents naming the anony­
mous " Deep Throat" will be kept 
secure at an undisclosed location 
in Washington until the source 
dies. 

Baby falls from 
moving car 

An II-month-o ld baby in 
Michigan feU from a moving car 
recently. Paramedics traveling be­
hind thecarsaid they saw the car' s 
back door open as it rounded a 
turn. The 26-year-old father told 
police the child was buckled into 
the car seat and the car door was 
locked. The parents didn' t realize 
the baby was missing until they 
reached their destination . The 
couple is facing child endanger­
ment charges. 

CORRECTION 

ln our April 7 issue, Vir­
ginia state Delegate James 
H. Dillard II was 
misidentified asa represen­
tati ve. The CT regrets the 
error. 
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Legislators approve tuition-cap exemption, 
reject Virginia Labor Studies Center funding 

. MATT BUSSE 
Sta/tJVriter 

W hen the state legislators left 
Richmond last week, VCU 
officials not only learned 

they could request an exemption from the 
,----------, govemor for the 

5 percent cap on 
increasing tu­
ition , but they 
also didn' t have 
general funding 
for the Virginia 
Labor Studies 
Center in the 
School of Busi­
ness. 

Eugene Trani , 
'(tJ~lIII.1 VCU'spresident, 
~ said he wrote the 

govemor supporting the tuition cap ex­
emption, and the university also set aside 
$750,000 for additional financial aid for 
the next two semesters. 

"That shows that the administration is 
very concerned about tuition increases,'" 
he said. 

This session's legislature gave the gov­
ernor the authority to exempt state-sup-

ported colleges and uni­
versities from the tuition 
increase limitation in the 
event that additional ap­
propriations reductions ~ ..... ...;:.;:.c:r' 
are needed. It did not, how­
ever, appropriate 
$177,154 for the Virginia 
Labor Studies Center de­
spite the governor' s re-
quest. Trani 

Kevin Hall , deputy 
press secretary for Gov. Mark Warner, 
said the governor considers the tuition 
cap exemption a necessity in case further 
budget cuts are needed. 

"The budget cuts that.we have had to 
apply to colleges and uniVersities (have) 
totaled more than $300 million," he said. 
"Without this flexibility , more colleges 
and universities could be forced to imple­
ment further reductions that could sig­
nificantly impact the quality of educa­
tion," 

John Broadway, VCU ' s associate di­
rector for government and community 
relations, said the tuition-cap exemption 
provides more flexibility for universities 
should the state' s economic condition' 
worsen. 

"It gives (Warner) the 
ability to lift the 5 percent 
cap and allows a little 
more flexibility in setting 
tuition," he said. 

John Hutton, program 
manager at the Virginia 
Labor Studies Center, 
said the organization will 

L...-' __ -'_ cut two full-time positions 
because of inadequate 
funding. It will continue 

to employ Robert Trumble, former dean 
of the business school, as director in addi­
tion to one part-time graduate assistant. 
Hutton said the center would continue its 
work with a grant from the Virginia Em­
ployment Commission. 

"We' re not closing our doors-we' re 
just cutting down," Hutton said. "We will 
not be able to provide the educational 
research services that we have provided 
for the past 9- and-a-half years." . 

Broadway said he thought the legisla­
ture rejected the amendment appropriat­
ing money for the center to remain fair to 
other university research centers that also 
lost funding. 

"Of all the university centers (that) 
had funds reduced during the regular 

session, this was the only one the gover­
nor sent back an amendment for," Broad­
way added. 

Hall said the governor requested funds 
specifically for the Virginia Labor Stud­
ies Center because it is "uniquely posi­
tioned to provide training and research 
not available in the private sector." 

The center began operations in July 
1993 and is committed to developing 
leadership for the improvement of labor­
management relationships in the com­
monwealth, according to its Web site. 

Approved 

Governor can exempt state-sup­
ported colleges and uni versities from the 5 
percent tuition cap 

Exemptions will be given only if 
the state further cuts funds for schools 

Rejected 

$177, 154 appropriated for the 
Virginia Labor Studies Center in the School 
of Business 

The center will cut positions to 
compensate for inadequate funding 

Giving back to the Richmond community 
Greek organization Alpha Phi Omega puts people first 
MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Stat/Writer 

W ho wants to take time out 
of a busy day to help other 
people? 

At YCU, one answer happens to be 
Alpha Phi Omega, a Greek organiza­
tion that tries to make a difference for 
students and the Richmond community 
through such services as a blood drive 
scheduled April 14 and 15. 

YCU chapter of the national coed 
service fraternity promotes three cardi­
nal principles: leadership, friendship 
and service. Not only does the frater­
nity help with blood drives twice each 
semester, but italso takes phone pledges 
for the local PBS station and places 
chalk for teachers in classrooms. 

"It made me feel good that I was 
helping someone out," said Ethan 
Beattie, APO's membership vice presi­
dent. "That feeling - the more times 
you can have that fee ling the better I 
think." 

Beattie said he still remembers this 
feeling when he helped people while in 
the U.S . Navy. That desire to help oth­
ers, Beatty said, led him to join APO in 
fall 200l. 

As membership vice president, the 
senior history major maintains and re­
cruits members for the organization . . 
One of those recently recruited, 
Catherine Matheny, pledged the frater­
nity last fall. 

"It's always been important to me to 
be able to give back," she said. "l'm 
majoring in urban studies and planning 
and am interested in nonprofit work." 

So far, Matheny' s favorite activity 
has been a service project called "A 
Playground for Katie" based in Ches­
terfield County that builds accessible 
playgrounds for children with disabili- . 
ties. 

Another APO member , Anna 
Ramdeo, who has the ominous sound­
ing title of "blood chair," works with 
YirginiaBlood Services to schedule the 
on-campus blood drives. 

Ramdeo, a memo; ; since spring 
2000, said after a friend in APO told her 
about the fraternity she decided to join 
it. A senior forensic sciences major, she 
said' she continues' to work on the 
fraternity ' S service projects. 

"I like to make time for it. I feel like 
I've done something," she said,.refer­
ring to her desire to serve the commu­
nity . 

Ramdeo also has her favorite APO 
projec t, but it ' s not the blood drive. 

"I like the outdoor projects the best," 
Ramdeo said, discussing a place called 
Camp Sky Anchor, where the fraternity 
helped clear brush, cutdown trees and 
paint fences. 

While Matheny and Ramdeo identi­
fied campus awareness and recruiting 
as the two major tasks the organization 
needs to work on, Beattie offered an­
other idea. He said the group should 
focus more on building leadership skills 
and uniting VCU' s student organiza­
tions. Eventually, he said, he would like 
to see APO sponsor a motivational 

speaker on campus. 
"If you ' re not dedicated 'to service, 

it's going to be hard for anyone to 
maintain membership," Matheny said. 

APO service requirements for new 
members include service projects, ser­
vice hours with and without fraternity 
brothers, interviews with five fraternity 
advisers, brothers and the p ledge class 
plus the completion of a pledge book. 
Continuing members must complete 
more service hours as well as foster a 
big-brother relationship with an incom­
ing pledge. 

Last semester, APO' s YCU chapter 
sponsored a I ittle-brotherchapterat Vir­
ginia Union University . VCU' s chap­
ter helps set up VUU's ceremonies and 
offers its members guidance on becom­
ing a chartered chapter. 

Students can sign up this week for 
next week's blood drive at the Univer­
sity Student Commons, but walkups 
also are welcomed. 
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353-9280 

BACK ROOM 
203 N. Lombardy St. 
Live Entertainment 
Monday - Saturday 

The Dack Room Opens at 8:30 
Every Night--Music Starts at 9 
Restaurant Opens 4:30 pm 

Thursday, Apri l 10 

Steve Mabry 
(jazz quartet) $5 

F riday, April 11 

John Winntet (jazz/pop) $5 

Saturday, April 12 

Lou Wodall (jazz) $5 

CLOSEVSllNDAY 

Monday, April 14 

Devil's Workshop 
(big band) $6 

~ .. iI ·. • .I 

1110 W Broad Street 
Next to the Siegel Center 

TRY OUR SOUP! 
IT'LL WARM YOU UP! 

OPEN LATE 
ON WEEKENDS 

UNTIL MIDNIGHT 

phone: 355-0433 
fax: 355-4806 

We serve Breakfast! 
$2.49 sub of the month 

SEAFOOD AND CRAB 
regular 6" 

---_.-------
Buy any two 

regular footlong 
subs for $7.99 

One coupon per customer per visit. 
Not good witJ) any other offe( 

valid only at 1110 W. Brood k>cation 
expires 4J3Oro3 --_ ... _--------

Thursday, Apn11 0, 2003 

CLASSIFIEDS 

vI\\fo F F 
Environmental/Political R R 
Do yourself a favor and answer this ad--.if t"'" 
you want to work wIth fun and energetIc E t-
people to protect V A's environment-this E 
job's for you! ! ! 
WorkHrs.-2-10:30PM.$350-$400p/wk. Name. 
For interview- Call 9-5;342-1498. E • ----------------- E 
Looking for someone to review books Da te : 
written by VCU faculty members for pub- * * 
lication. Ifinterested, pjeasecontactOlivia F Addre s s • 
at 828-1058 or CTimesEditor@aol.com. • --------------- F· 
The Commonwealth Times is looking for E-mail: _______________ _ 
faculty and staff members to write guest 

columns for our OplEd section. If inter- R Phone: ----------------- R ested, please contact Olivia at 828-1 058 or 
CTimesEditor@aoi.eom. 

EText : E HELP WANTED: PERSONALCARE 
ATTENDANT FOR 12/YO, 
FLEXIBLE HOURS - UP TO 40 HRS 
PER WEEK. $7.75/HOUR. MUST BE 
18+ TO APPLY. CALL DONA @ 520-
4140 
Bundle of Joy Atlee seeks experienced 
after school recreation supervisor. 2-6pm 
Monday through Friday to coordinate 
homework time, art, and .planned indoorl 
outdoor activities. Also seeking part time 
Pre-Kassistant7am-12: 30pm Full time 2-
year assistant 8am-5pm Monday through 
Friday. Please call Allison at 804.550.1592 

Fimils are coming ... Will you be prepared? 
Call Julie's Tutoring Agency. 833- 1694. 
Prices starting @ $ 14.50 for two hours. 

Math and Science Tutors needed for grades 
9- 12, start immediately, 
undergrads and graduates welcome, flex­
ib�e times, $ 12-14 Ihr., apply @ 

www.universityinstructors.com 

E E 
* F 
R 
E 
E 

* F 
(Up t o 25 words) II 

Time period for ads : ___ _ 
E to: 

E 

, 2~!H!!!II~=~!!~! 
EXCELLENT CONDITION! EMAIL: grade to Veganism. If you think you can 

MovinglLiving off campus? Use VCU's jar4d@aiumni.virginia.edu help me, e-mail me please @ 

improved off campus housing service. Go johnsonll@maill.veu.ed". 
to www.students.veu.edulcommonsl 
offeampus to find housing, roommates, 
and more. 

Apartments & Houses Near Campus -
Several newly renovated units, central air, 
all appliances. 
Srnall&AssociaJes@www.smallrealestate.com . 
Joe Fawley, 648-2300, ex:26. 

COLORADO RANCH FOR $ 100 
www.wintheraneh.eom 

Looking for an apartment????? A spa­
cious and convenient apartment in mint 
condition is available starting May. 2 bed­
room, 1 bath, washer dryer and dishwasher 
included. 
INTERESTED?????CALL804.303.789I 

Do your clothes need mending? Fine hand 
sewing - $ 12. /hr. Hems, holes, buttons 
fixed to stay. Small repairs while you wait. 
VCU/MCV delivery . 204 - 1263 
riehmondseamstress@yahoo.eom 

Like to paint? Hate money? Come paint 
my apartment. Please contact Sarah at 
690-1967. 

To the student who found my debit card 
and turned it in. May you receive a million 
kindnesses in return. God Bless You·. 

Got something to sell ? Need some assis­
tance? Advertise in our classified section. 
Free to VCU students. 

Earn $1,000 - $2,000 for your student Group in just 3 hours! 
College fundralslng made Simple, Safe and Free 

Multiple fundraising options available. No carwashes. 
No raffles. Just success! Fundraising dates are filling 
qUickly. Get with the programs that work! 

eS!!!1PUS 
Your Trusted Source for College Fimdraising. 

888-923-3238 
www.campusfundralser.com 
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VCU.Theater group 
project focuses on 
women's issues 
KIM" BUCH 
Staff Writer 

Starting with a small group of people in 
1997, the Women's Project of Theatre 
VCU continues to expand today through­
out the campus and community. Its main 
focus centers around "female-engined 
plays," but Janet Rodgers, the group's 
faculty adviser, said even though these 
plays focus on women, many have roles 
for men, too. 

"It' s good to have new faces at our 
meetings," Rodgers said. "I encourage 
everyone to attend our meetings and audi­
tion for our plays even if (they) are not a 
theater major." 

To involve the community in its projects, 
the group conducts panel discussions after 
their performances. One recent play con­
cerned eating disorders. Since it was body 
awareness week on campus, it gave stu­
dents an opportunity to become involved 
in the women's project. 

" It was a lively discussi.on that brought 
people together," Rodgers said. 'Th.e idea 
is to bring together people who are inter­
ested in theater." 

Students sometimes meet the play­
wrights of the productions they performed. 
For instance, author Merle Feld will be at 
VCU in late April when they perform 
"Across The Jordan." 

"While on 
campus , " 
Rodgers said, 
"Feld may give 
a lectureorcon­
duct a work­
shop for those 
interested." 

Anyone can 
attend a weekJy 
meeting at 5 
p.m. Tuesdays 
in the W.E. 
Singleton Cen­
terfor Perform­
ing Arts During these meetings the Ker­
nel, which is a student advisory board, 
decides the plays that should be performed 
and solicits suggestions from students who 
want to act or direct in any of the plays. 
. "I enjoy discussing what will be per­
formed next," Valerie Schwartz, a senior 
said. "New ideas are always welcomed." 

All VCU students can voice their opin­
ions on upcoming events. 

It's the mix of ideas that helps the group 
and Rodgers learn which shows the com­
munity would like to see VCU offer. 

"It's fun to check out the new talent at 
each audition," said Kate Hinton, a senior 
who has been involved with the recent 
productions. 

Coalition forces 
move. into Baghdad 

FROM NEWS SOURCES 

Although Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein ' s Minister of Information 
Mohammed Saeed a1-Sahhaf denies 
reports that coalition forces are in 
Baghdad, Pentagon officials say the 
troops have entered the capital city. 
Tuesday, A-to Warthog jets dropped 
bombs over Baghdad. In the southeast­
ern portion of the city, U.S. Marines 
found more abandoned chemical suits 
and masks as well as a box of atropine 
injectors. 

Maj. Gen. Stanley McChrystal said 
Iraqi Republican Guards are either ig­
noring Hussein's orders or are inca­
pable of carrying them out. U.S. forces 
have, however, fought with the Special 
Republican Guard, he said. One such 
clash cut Iraq' s fleet of 800 tanks down 
to 19. 

When U.S. Marines captured the aI 
Rashid military prison outside Baghdad 
recently, they found bloodstained uni­
forms but no American captives. Two 
of the uniforms bore the names of sol­
diers known to be Iraqi prisoners of 
war. 

Tuesday morning, American mili­
tary fire killed three journalists from 
Reuters,Tele 5, a Spanish TV news 
program and Al-Jazeera in two inci­
dents near Baghdad. U.S. officials deny 
that journalists were specifically tar­
geted, but Al-Jazeera doesn' t agree. 

U.S. mili- ... - .... -~~~ 
tary officials 
said it is pos­
sible that the 
Russian con­
voy that came 
under fire last 
weekend devi­
ated from its 
plannedevacu­
ationroute. The 
convoy ' s 
change of di­
rection possi­
bly led it into a deadly f!refight. 

Pre~ident George W. Bush said it is 
not yet known whether Hussein sur­
vived a strike on a building Monday 
where the Iraqi leader was suspected to 
be. The president said the United States 
plans to host a conference with Iraqi 
opposition leaders in mid-April to dis­
cuss an interim Iraqi government. A 
local sheik is already working with the 
British military to chart the country' s 
future. Also later this month, U.N. Sec­
retaryGeneral Kofi Anna will travel to 
Athens to discuss the U.N.'sroleinIraq. 

U.S. officials told CNN that CIA 
members and defense intelligence ana­
lysts will soon enter Iraq to investigate 
the disappearance of Capt. Scott 
Speicher, a Navy pilot shot down on the 
frrst day of the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

Compiled by Sarah Kite 

Admissions Ambassadors sbow students 
what the VCU community has to offer 
LISA COLLINS 
Staff Writer 

Yisiting a college and trying to decide if it 
is right for you can seem like a tricky process, 
especially if it's an urban campus with a di­
verse student population. That's when YCU's 
35 Admissions Ambassadors enter the scene. 

"One of our main goals is to be very repre­
sentative ofYCU's population," Adam Stout, 
the ambassadors president, said, explaining 
that the ambassadors conduct campus tours for 
prospective students and their families as well 
as oversee block parties. 

"One reason why I decided to attend VCU 
is because of a tour guide I had named Mark," 
Stout said. "He made me feel very wel­
comed." 

Stout, a psychology major, joined the am­
bassadors more than two years ago. 

'''The members conduct tours during three 
open houses each year," he said. "We also 

conducttwo monthly tours. Starting the end of 
the spring semester and early next fall we are 
going to start branching out more not just for 
prospective students but for current students." 

Planned events for late spring and early fall 
include ice cream socials and possibly student 
dinners to foster school spirit. 

'''The students who conduct the tours are so 
friendly and represent VCU from a student' s 
prospective," said Melanie Seigenbutz, a 
sophomore who decided to attend VCU after 
attending an ambassador tour. '''The tour lead­
ers knew a lot about the history of VCU and 
also showed prospective students places on 
campus where current students hang out." 

Lindsey Bryant, the lone transfer student in 
the ambassadors club, transferred from Hollins 
University in Roanoke. 

'''There are so many benefits of being in­
volved in the ambassadors club," she said. "I 
meet so many new people when I conduct 
tours. 

-"During an open house I mentioned that 1 
was majoring in criminal justice and thinking 
of going into the FBI, and this man I was giving 
the tour to was from the FBI. I meet people 
from all aspects of life." 

Members recently attended a regional am­
bassadors conference at Old Dominion Uni­
versity in Norfolk, which Bryant found educa­
tional and fun. 

'''The conference was so much fun because 
I got to meet other ambassadors from many 
differerit schools along the East Coast," she 
said. "At the conference ambassadors from 
different schools learn better ways to conduct 
campus tours from each other and ways to 
improve the ambassadors program at their 
schools." 

Thirteen members including the group' s 
executive board attend the conference each 
year. 

"We have fund-raisers in order to attend the 
conference for free," Bryant said. "Last se-

mester we sold magazine subscriptions, and 
later this semester we are going to have a raffle, 
but we haven't decided what the raffle is for." 

The Student Govemment Association also 
provides funds for the ambassadors' trip. 

'''The (ambassadors) executive board is al­
ways looking for students who are spirited 
about YCU and likes to help others," Stout 
said, adding that he wants everyone to know 
the club needs more members. 

Bryant, who went through the application 
process last semester, describes the applica­
tion process as easy. 

'''Then there are a short series of inter­
views," she said. '''The interviews were in front 
of the executive board and were basically like 
a series of job interviews. The process was 
simple and I have really leamed a lot about 
YCU." 

The ambassadors meet at VCU' s Welcome 
Center on West Broad Street. 
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SARAH KITE 
News Editor 

What does it mean to be an American? 
Is the American spirit more than a hotdog 
at a baseball game? 

"Being an American means freedom 
and enjoying the fruits of that freedom 
without persecution," said Lexie Keeton, a 
senior English major. 

America's constitutional form of gov­
ernment allows U.S. citizens that freedom, 
said Bob Holsworth, a political science 
and public administration professor. It is 
also what sets the country apart from many 
others. 

"Most Americans would say ... (it) ac­
cords people certain rights and liberties," 
he said . 

The U.S. Constitution, he said, provides 
Americans with basic rights and aroute for 
legal recourse if those rights are violated. 

One such right from the Constitution is 
the right to object to an administration ' s 
actions, such as war. These objections 
often lead to protests, Holsworth said. 

"(However), most Americans in war­
time are going to support the administra- ' 
tion," he said, adding that most people will 
support U.S. troops. 

Americans often show their support 
during a war by writing letters to the troops, 
making statements of support and con­
ducting rallies on behalf of the troops. 
While some people experience anxiety 
from watching the war on television, 
Holsworth said, there is a tremendous in­
terest in it. 

Future tragedies might not steer the 
public away from the war against Iraq . 
Instead, Holsworth said, negative events 
might double a person's commitment and 
support. 

The only thing that could cause a dra­
matic swing in support for the administra­
tion, he said, would be if the war became 
protracted with no sign of resolution. 

Thursday, Apr" 10,2003 

NEWS 

What it means to be 

AMERICAN 
Another constitutional right Americans 

have is the right to religious freedom, as 
stated in the First Amendment. This guar­
antees that a person's civil rights will not 
be affected by their religious beliefs, or the 
lack thereof, said Cliff Edwards, director 
of the division of religious studies. The law 
allows a person to be a good citizen regard­
less of his or her background. 

''That makes the United States unique," 
he said. "(Different) religions have been 
asked to work out their differences and 
learn to live in peace in this country." 

States without religious freedom some­
times support one religion and discrimi­
nate against others, Edwards said. 

Despite America' s diverse religious 
background, Edwards said, some people 
are still distrustful and intolerant of other 

religious beliefs. Others, he said, use their 
religion for political gain . 

People of various religions can contrib­
ute to American society and become great 
resources, Edwards said. In classrooms 
and workplaces, open-mindedness can 
pccur naturally. 

"I think that in itself ... encourages un­
derstanding and tolerance," he said. 

2003 Student Government 
Association Senators 

an Vleet 
CNN 

Fouzia Babar 
Neal Bhatia 
Tiffany Kao 
Denise Canonizado 
AhlUlMadan 
Christina Chee 
Sonia Patwary 
Ashrni Doshi 
AliFaruk 
Rashim Gupta 
Christina Shrom 
Sarah Hour 
Nishaat Ismail 
Monica Khurana 
Michael D 'Abreu 
Jean Lin 
Jean Gingras 

Ahmad Morshedi 
Tin-Htut Myint 
OmarNoor 
Rajesh Patel 
Supreet Pannu 
Omar Siddique 
Bina Patel 
HasanSyed 
Payal Patel 
Jithin Veer 
Ami Shah 
Nikhil Warrier 
Hitasha Singh 
Aaron Tenenbaum 
Rachna Vawjani 
Crystal Wang \ 

Joir'i 'ihe ranks 
of sorn.e of 

the 'industrY's 
top journalists, 
vvrite for The 

Corn.rn.onvvealili 
Ti.lI1es! 

h 
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Is now hiring: 

Resort Marketing Representatives 

Virginia Beach's # 1 Resort Group is now seeking professional 
minded representatives to join their growing marketing team. This 

seasonal position is ideal for COLLEGE STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS or anyone looking to gain excellent marketing 

experience with unlimited earning potential. Marketing 
Representatives .either work outside in onc of OU f vacation 

information booths as an OPC or inside one of our hotel lobbies as 
a Concierge. The primary role of a marketing representative is to 

arrange for a guest to preview our five star oceanfront resorts. 
Applicants must look presentable and be able to communicate well 

with tourists and resort guests. This is a -unique position for a 
unique person so you must be outgoing, assertive and have a strong . 

desire to succeed. 

Program benefits : 

Paid Trai ning 
Day and/or Evening shifts, Both are FT positions 
Weekly contests and cash bonuses 
Employee referral incentives 
Earning potentia l from $400-$ 1500 weekly 

We are now hiring for our April training classes. Call Tanya at 
417 -0250 or e-mail meattanyat@goldkeyresorts.com. 

EOE 

The COffilllonwealth Times is now 
accepting applications ' 

for Sports Editor. 

Requirements: 
Work with writers 

Cover sports events 
Oversee Sports Section 

Contact Olivia lloyd at 828-1058 
, or CTimesEditor@aol.com. 

The Commonwealth Times • 7 

Online Exclusive Offer for Graduating Students 

Did you 
know' you're eligible for 

10,000 free 
frequent flyer miles 

from United Airlines 
iyst for graduating? 

It's simple, easy and best of all, free! 
VisH www.commonwealthtimes.comigradzone and click Free Frequent Ayer Miles, 

gradzone We'll tell you how to claim your free graduation gift. 
nole: on~ graduating sluoems are eigiJle 

• . ~ 
l 
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SPORTS 
BRIEFS 

Women's Tennis 
defeats Virginia Tech 

VCU's Women's Tennis (No. 
8) defeated Virginia Tech (No. 
61)6-1 last Sunday. VCU'stop 
double team of Silvia Urickova 
and Barbora Zahnova had an 8- 1 
win against Carolyn Kramer and 
El iss Kinard. The win put the 
22nd ranked pairin thenationata 
13-1 record for the season. Also, 
doubles Ana Franco Lopez and 
Cristina Gago eamed an 8-6 win 
against Zdenka Videnova and 
Felice Lam. 

In the singles competition, 
VCU won fi ve of the six matches. 
Zahnova defeated Stubbs, im­
proving her singles record to 24-
I for the season with a 6-4,7-5 
victory. Marina Escobar Martinez 
also had a win for VCU, pulling 
herrecorduptol3-1 witha6-3,6-
2 win against Kramer. Urickova: 
Franco Lopez and Gago also had 
straight-set victories for VCu. 
The Ram's home re.cord is ll-O 
with this latest win. 

Women's Tennis faces Uni­
versity of Richmond at U of R 
next Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Baseball sweeps 
ODU series 

In the final game of a three­
game series against Old Domin­
ion University, the VCU Base­
ball team won 6-1 to sweep the 
Monarchs. 

Senior Michael Lyishman 
gave up only two hits in six 
innings in the VCU victory. 

The victory marks VCU' s 
fifth straight victory as the team 
moves to 7-1 in the CAA. The 
Monarchs dropped to 1-4 in the 
CAA. 

Junior thi rd baseman An­
thony Granato had two hits in 
fo ur at-bats, with a set of scored 
runs. Senior ri ght fie lder Justin 
Mattison and sophomorecatcher 
Jeff Parrish also collected two 
hits in four at-bats and one RBI. 

Leishman kept the Monarchs 
scoreless for the first five in­
nings of the game, earning his 
fourth consecutive win. Junior 
Brian Marshall and freshman 
Jon Link closed out the game 
for Leishman allowing·only one 
hit in the final innings. Pitching 
for VCU allowed only six runs 
in the series against ODU and 
have earned a collecti ve 1.46 
ERA in CAA play so far this 
season. 

The game was scoreless up 
until the fourth inning when the 
Rams broke away with a three­
run inning. The Rams earned 
another run in the fifth, to put 
the score at 4-0. ODU scored 
their only run in the top of the 
sixth. In the seventh the Rams 
added two runs to their lead to 
reach the final 6-1 score. 

Baseball 
William & Mary 

WiLliamsburg, Va. 
7 p.m. 

Baseball 
William & Mary 

Williamsburg, Va. 
4 p.m. 

Men's Tennis 
Lousville, 

Richmond, Va. 
3 p.m. 

Men's Track 
versity of Virgi 

Invitational 

Golf 
The Intercollegiate 

Raleigh, N.C. 

FACE OFF 

World's longest season 
ANDREW HALE 
Sports Editor 

Is it 
just me 
or has 
baseball 
season 
gotten a 
little too 
long? 

Don ' t get me wrong, it's 
my second favo rite sport, 
but any sport that over­
laps another's season on 
both sides might be 
getting a little big for its 
britches. Now, I know 
it's America's pastime 
but please, let's be rea­
·sonable. It starts and 
ends in hockey season. 

I'm sorry league, but if 
you ' re a sport not meant 
to be played in inclement 
weather, don ' t start the 
season when it's snowing 
outside. It seems like a 
no-brainer to me, but then 
again, what do I know? 
Havi ng regular season 
games in March is asking 
for trouble. 

And it 's not like the 
long season hurts atten­
dance or any thing. Sports 
fans are becoming more 
and more disinterested in 

Baseball 
William & Mary 

Williamsburg, Va. 
I p.m. 

Men's Tennis 
Virginia Tech 

Richmond, Va. 
I p.m. 

Golf 
The Intercollegiate 

Raleigh, N.C. 

baseball but I'm sure that it 
has nothing to do with the 
length of a season. Plus, 
everyone knows we love 
sitti ng outs ide when it' s 
co ld and raining. Just look 
at football. 

But in all seriousness~ 
everyone knows that atten­
dance (in some areas more 
than others) is dropping. I 
don 't know if increasing the 
length of the season is a 
really in the best interest of the 
league. 

Think about it, if you were 
looking to do something one 
night, going to a game or 
going to a party, if you have 
another 150 games to catch, 
it doesn ' t matter if you miss 
one or two. You 're going to 
go to the party, and so will 
everyone else who enjoys the 
sport of baseball. 

With more than 160 games 
in a season, and games 
practically every day of the 
week for sixth months 
straight, following a team 
becomes less fun and more 
work. 
~. That's why you ' re seeing 
~more people who follow less 
. regularly. And I'm getting 
to that point as well. I 
mean, why bother watching 

the first 50 games? They 
really won't have too 
much of an impact on the 
season. If I can pick up 
the scores on Baseball 
Tonight or SportsCenter it 
really saves a lot of time. 

Fans have become 
overexposed to baseball . 
Games are no longer giant 
events that fans look 
forward to, they are 
everyday occurrences that 
don ' t seem to matter 
much. They have lost the 
appeal and excitement that . 
they used to have. They 
aren ' t as important so they 
don' t feel as important. 

Baseball is really 
hurting itsel f with the 
long schedules. If the 
teams want more revenue, 
play fewer games and fill 
the seats. Adding more 
games for nobody to 
come see isn't going to 
help out much. Baseball 
has been in trouble these 
last couple of seasons, 
alienating fans on a 
regular basis. Hopefully , 
for the sake of America ' s 
pastime, the league will 
pull its act Jegether soon. 

North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 

6 p.m. 
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S·K 
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT BOB KNOWS,E-MAll- HIM AT CTVCU@HOTMAIL.COM, USE "ASK BOB" AS THE SUBJECT. 

Mr.·8 Ball speaks for the first time and SARS-carrying cockroaches 

ASK 
B8B 
EXCLUSIVE 
Interview with Mr. 8 Ball 

For the first time ever, Mr. 8 Ball has . 
agreed to give an interview about what it's 
like being asked to answer questions all the 
time and being turned over constantly. 

Life is not easy as an 8 Ball , especial ly 
a magic one that is asked to tell the future. 
I am pleased to bring you an uncut look 
insIde the dark, dank world of for-

Bob: Why not? 
8 Ball: Better not tell you now. 
Bob: That does not sound good. 

Maybe we should leave Iraq before its 
too late. 

8 Ball: Without a doubt. 
Bob: Isita good idea to go after North 

Korea after Iraq? 
8 Ball: Most likely. 
Bob: I see. Do you support President 

Bush? • 
8 Ball: Yes, definitely. . 
Bob: So you think he is doing a good 

job? 
8 Ball: Without a doubt. 
Bob: Let's move to issues closer to 

home, shall we? 
8 Ball: Signs point to yes. 
Bob: Do you know who has won the 

SGA election? 
8 Ball: It is certain. 
Bob: Will you tell us all, since the 

results are now being contested? 
8 Ball: Yes. 

tune telling. 

Ask Bob: Mr.8Ball, lam 
glad you could j oin us to-
night. . 

Mr.8Ball: Yes,defInitely. 
Bob: Glad to see you are • 

Bob: Will the winner be a good 
leader? 

8 Ball: It is decidedly so. 
Bob: That's good. I was 

worried. So, are 
Ram and Carmen 

. . ~ 

', .. 
Sandiego dating? 

in such high spirits. . 
8 Ball: Reply hazy, try again. 
Bob: Are you not happy to be 

here with me tonight? 
8 Ball: My reply is no. 
Bob: Well, you are the one who agreed 

to this interview, are you n!lt? 
8 Ball: My reply is no. 
Bob: Didn't you set this interview 

up? 
8 Ball: Yes. 
Bob: OK then, let 's get to it. Do you 

enjoy being a fortune teller? 
8 Ball: Don' t count on it. 
Bob: Life must be hard as a fortune 

telling 8 Ball. Is it the box you are sold in 
that gets you down? 

8 Ball: Yes, definitely. 
Bob: OK, do you want a bigger box? 

Would that make you happy? 
8 Ball: Signs point to yes. 
Bob: Well, I will see what I can do 

about that. Do you think we should be 
fighting in Iraq? 

8 Ball: Outlook not so good. 
Bob: Does Saddam have biological 

weapons? 
8 Ball: Signs point to yes. 
Bob: Will he use these weapons dur­

ing the war on American troops? 
8 Ball: Cannot now . 

8 Ball: My sources say no. 
Bob: Do you trust your 

sources? 
8 Ball: My sources say no. 

Bob: Hey, that' s cheating! Do you, 
Mr. 8 Ball, trust your sources? 

8 Ball: Outlook not so good. 
Bob: So, I saw Rodney dressed in 

Carmen's clothing, does Rodney cross 
dress often? 

8 Ball: Yes, definitely. 
Bob: Only on the weekend? 
8 Ball: Don' t count on it. 
Bob: I see, well we are out of time for 

today. Thank you for joining us Mr. 8 
Ball. I know you have a busy schedule. 

8 Ball: Very doubtful. 
Bob: OK, so you sit around all day 

and do nothing and were thrilled when 
I called and asked to interview you, is 
that correct? 

8 Ball: Better not tell you now. 
Bob: OK then. Till next time, have a 

good day. 
8 Ball: Without a doubt. 

Link of the Day! 

SARSand 
cockroaches 

http://news . bbc. co. ukll/hi! 
health/2927695.strrt 

Cockroaches can not only with­
stand nuclear war, now they are 
spreading the SARS virus to rub it in. 

Cockroaches trying to 
kill off human race with 

SARS virus 

It seems cockroaches are the spreaders 
of the SARS virus, at least at the origin . In 
China, where the virus is thought to have 
originated, cockroaches are being blamed 
for carrying the disease from home to 
home. 

The roaches .are plotting to take this 
world for their own. They can already 
withstand a nuclear blast, now they are 
attacking us with disease. . 

How the cockroaches concocted such a 
disease is still unknown, however, scien­
tists have found links to the COmmon cold 
virus. Could this be We next evolution of 
the common cold? '- . 

[f so, what are the roaches planning to 
do with us? It seems their plan is to exter­
minate us, as we have tried to do to them. 
Once the human nIce is gone, the roaches 
will remain to rule the Earth . 

This apocalyptic vision is frightening 
and may be very real in the near future. The 
roaches have no reason to fear us, now that 
they can let a disease loose among us, and 
just wait. 

Before, they had' to hope for nuclear 
war, but now, their virus is doing the work 
for them. In only a matter of months, the 
roaches are sure to step-up their plan to 
Phase O. 

Whatthis phase entails is still a mystery. 
I just hope we find out before it is too late. 

[fthe cockroaches take this world, what 
is to stop them from taking over the solar 
system and then the universe? What if they 
plan to enslave our race, and not kill us all 
off? 

Will we all be reduced to roach slaves, 
working and toiling fortheir benefit? Only 
time will tell. 

VCU SGA 'Elections 

Well, it seems that my prediction 
was correct. There is a recount. In a 
move paralleling the presidential 
election of 2000, our own SGA's 
presidency has been contested. So it 
will be that much longer before we 
know who won. 

This move strengthens my claim 
to the presidency. MercuryZero and 
I still maintain we are the rigbtful 
elected officials, and the SGA seems 
to agree with us. Since it was con­
tested, the SGA has posted this in­
formation. 

This marks the third thing our 
glorious SGA has done in the past 
year. For yourconvenience, here isa 
quick rundown of all tbe important 
things the SGA has brought us this 
year, as stated on their Web site: 

1. Proclamation Honoring Dr. 
John Bennett Fenn. 

Good call. Feon deserves it! 
2. Constitutional amendment 

Granting SGA right to deem tra­
ditionsat Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

So, the SGA can deem traditions. 
Yeah,l'm impressed, too. 

3. Constitutional amendment 
Abolishing the elections commit­
tee and establishing an elections 
Officer. 

This results in a contested elec­
tion. You see the election commit­
tee, which has the task of deciding 
who won the election, was unfortu­
nately abolished by the SGA. Who 
thought that one out? 

As you can tell, the SGA has done 
many vastly important things for us, 
the students. I am glad they are work-
ing so hard to help us out. . 

I don' t know what I would do 
without the SGA, that secret band of 
people who apparently meet for the 
sole purpose to plan events, and beg 
for our votes. I voted, did you? 

Bob is supposed to be 
funny, please do not take 
it completely seriously_ 
This is meant as a work 
of fiction and humor_ 
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OPEN HOUSE -- THURS. 3/20103 11am - 7pm 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
Students & Professionals 

iO. 
New Ownership ~J'.s' 

Newly Renovated ~~c 
Beautiful Large 1, 2, and 4 Bedroom Apts. o~<S 

Heat &_Hot Water Included ~ 
Immediate Occupancy 

Historic Hi-Rise Apartment Complex centrally situated between 
VCU & Downtown Richmond. 

Corner of Lombardy & Monument 

Onslte Laundry Facilities, Hardwood FloorS, Elevator, Parking, 
Cafe, Secured Building 

CONTACT: TONY LOPES @ 804.307.2846 
MAX COSTON @ 267.971.8954 

Look for our booth @ the VCU Housing Fairtll 3120/03 
NWJ Management 

GET PAID TO 

GO TO SCHOOL. 

TALK 

ROLE 

ABOUT 

REVERSAL. 

The U.~. Air -Force ';NiLl pay for you to 

cont inu e your education vvhiLe you serve 

your cou ntry as a nurse. Through select ion 

into the Air F o r ce Inst itute of T ech nology 

program. you cou ld ea rn your advanced 

degree in as little as tvvo years and get 

paid - to do it. You"ll b e part of a n e lite 

team of medical profess iona Ls vvho h ave 

c hose n to se rve their country in this proud 

in s tit.uti o n. To l earn more a bout Air Force 

Nurs ing . please visit a irfor.ce.co m or call 

' .BOO .423.USAF to request more informati o n . 

Thursday, April 10, 2003 

WHAT DID YOU DO LAST SUMMER? 

EARN OVER $10,000 DOLLARS 

LIVE Iij VIRGINA BEACH, VIRGINIA 
BE PART OF THE TRADITION 

SUNRAYS STUDIO IS LOOKING 
FOR THE RIGHT PEOPLE FOR ITS 2003 

CREW 

WORK ON THE BEACH . 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

ARE YOU HIGHLY MOTIVATED? 
DO YOU LIKE THE BEACH? 

ARE YOU GOOD WITH PEOPLE? 

IF SO, CALL 1-757-646-2501 . 
OR APPLY DIRECTLY AT 

WWW.SUNRAYSSTUDIO.COM 

HOUSING AVAILABLE 

WIlY HAUL YOUR STUFF? WHY NOT STORE IT! 
SAFE.CONVENIENT.INEXPENSIVE! 

ENJOY TIlE SUMMER. HASSLE FREE! 

STUDENT DISCOUNT: 
10% OFF MAY 2003 -AUGUST 2003 RENT 

CALL US ••• 272-4364. HUGUENOT -ROBIOUS MINI 
11480 ROBIOUS ROAD: AT THE CORNER OF HUGUENOT & ROBIOUS ROADS 

CALL US ••• 672-0673. BROAD STREET MINI 
7215 WEST BROAD STREET: JUST WEST OF BROAD STREET & GLENSIDE AVENUE 

CALL US •.• 270-5463. BROAD STREET WEST MINI 
3950 DEEP ROCK ROAD: JUST WEST OF BROAD STREET & GASKINS ROAD 

CALL us ... 262-0072 • STAPLES MILL MINI 
8513 STAPLES MILL ROAD: JUST EAST OF STAPLES MILL & PARHAM ROADS 

CALL us ... 261-6610. BROOK ROAD MINI 
'9001 BROOK ROAD: JUST NORTH OF BROOK AND PARHAM ROADS 

"WE'LL TAKE A LOAD OFF YOUR HANDS." 

WE Accm I VISA 'II. 
©PLEASE BE 'PREPARED TO SHOW STUDENT IDENTIFICATION. © 
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Earn College Credit 
Close Home! 

YOU AND A GUEST ARE INVITED TO A 
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING ON THURSDAY, APRil 10TH 

Stop by the Commonwealth Times office in the Temple Building, 
room 1149 to pick up your complimentary pass for two. 

GER 
MCiEMENT 

One pass per person. While supplies lasl No purchase neccessary. 

OPENS IN THEATRES APRIL 11TH 

The Conullonwealth Times 011 

Catch 22 is ~ Q frisnQIy ~S 1ilat pr4i~S 
~opie sj(i116 _ Cij1 easIy ~ wit! others. 

Came by ~ it b' fT\f.IJf ilfu"1l\iitiOR 
~ ~ fiiiliEW; 

<y~ i64.1*l1jiO 

LONDON Par 

EURAIL PASSES Prom $249 
HIP HOTELS Prom $18 

(domes.tic and international) 

* eHplore north america 
USA • CANADA • HAWAII 

backpacking, cruises, tours and more 

pick up your complimentary, premiere issue oP 
magazine at your local sta travel branch. 

~ www.~tatravel.com litlTRAVEL I 
online » on THE PHone » on (AmpUl on THE fTREET 
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Attention Students ·~ 

*MAJOR UTILITIES INCLUDED! 

xpr ss 
TO MCVf 

u"'le 
-------------------------- -----~ 
One Bedroom from $576 
Two Bedroom from $652 

· Free Gas Utilities For Heat, 
Hot Water, and Cooking 
GualJoteed occupan fOI tho~ who appl 
early. pten of free parking • Central air 
conditioning • Si:'P(lf(ltt> Olning art>a); dnd 
lar e 'anily lJaths • Affordable lent 1C'VC'ls 
• Oo-si c l<lund!)' acilities · Spacious apar1-

n 'ailable wi h uIlY-«lU"ippea ki<chers, dish 'lasher Be 

.J 

disposal, pli atc- bakonv 0 1 patio, mini-bl inds. wal.l-to-v aU 

1-800-542-6753 . 

TREEHOUSE 
321-3509 · 
1-800-849-5509 

Or call 329·6666. 
In VA 800-S42·3216. 

Nationwide 800-368·1~9. 
FAX 804·329.-6698. 

carpJ?{ing • f urniture and cable avai labl~ 

.. COl )plirnel)l(ls,. ~:udeOl sodal pro!)r~m • Free 
usc of acilitics i uding t ')0 beautiful clubhous s, 

. bIg screen PI, oJympi"·size swim in poo;, 
gazebo POOl. pt<JI ic tables with gfi lls. cao:eel) 

with cnding machines, ~ 
sauna, fit~) center, ~ 

3 lighted tennis COUfu. volleyball and jogging tlail 
.. Choose yow own roommate 

fURNISHED STUDENT APARTMENTS AND 
SUMMER SESSION lEASES ALSO AVAlLA8LE 

O;I'I,h,'tt:ohtf ;.. 11 ',.- ,..,., ":P~. • .. , 
\U.rOI, /I"UJt.I '~'I\.,.I'r(rJ 
Ilk hlU( I " ~IllJ\~1 "ot(J ~ • ..t.\Jo! 101-'5 ~tht 
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Intercultural Festival showcases diversity 
CHRISTY DUDLEY 
Spectrum Writer 

How can you get more than 1 ,500 people 
out to VCU on a bright and sunny Sunday 
aftemoon? Offer a good gimmick, games 
and plenty of food and entertainment. 
Which is exactly what VCU's Intercul­
tural Festival did with its "Where in the 
World is Rodney the Ram?" theme. 
-5tudentsandcommunity members were 

in vited to share in the same mission as they 
searched for the elusive mascot of VCU 
throughout Park Plaza. :rhe plaza was di­
vided into minidisplays of cultural diver­
sity. Armed with passports, the guests trav­
eled through Europe, A frica, South Asia, 
Latin America and Asia. 

William Bosher, dean of the School of 
Education, said he thoughtthe festival was · 
a wondelful display of the diversity found 
atVCU. 

"The attendees represent the same di­
versity that is being showcased, which is 
ow·strength," hesaid. "Thats~'ength comes 

through a better understanding of other 
cul tures." 

At each stop was the chance to earn a 
stamp on your passport, which was one 
step closer to finding Rodney and earning 
one of the grand prizes being offered, such 
as Palm Pilots and DVD players. Exotic 
crafts, garments, music, games, foods also 
greeted the travelers. 

If you were feeling limber, you could 
partake in the "World Reiigions Twister," 
which asked such questions as "What are 
three parts of the Trinity?" Other events 
offered were face painting, origami and a 
chance to draw "What God Means 2?" 

Sarnantha Mash, in charge of games, 
said the festival was important because of 
current world events. . 

"J think it is extremely important be­
cause we have so many cultures repre­
sented here and with the state the world 
finds itself in, it is refreshing to gather 
together and celebrate our differences," 
Marsh said. 

Showcasing, the theme of diversity was 
apparent in the organizations that set up 
booths. The Latin Student Association, 
Aflican Student Union, Muslim Student 
Association, Indian Cultural Organization 
and Vietnamese Student Association were 
just a few of the groups participating. 

The Geographical Society offered tra­
ditional garments and crafts from Uganda 
with plices ranging from $3 to $ 15. Helen 

'Ruth Aspaas, assistant professor in the 
department of urban studies and planning, 
said all proceeds will go to the women 's 
group of Uganda who crafted the items. 

"We made about $ 1I2 from sales," 
Aspass said, adding that the group did 
drawings throughout the day to give away 
crafts. . 

Aspaas said the turnout of the crowd 
reflected on their willingness to learn about 
other cultures. 

"They didn' t look at the~booths and 
leave; they stayed for the entire event," she 
said. 

Mireille Truong, co-director of the fes­
tival and SGA vice president, said the 

The Intercultural Festival provided a good opportunity for 
vendors such as the Ruchee Indian Restaurant. 

Saida Durkee 

festival served several purposes. 
" It gives students the opportunity to 

discover other cultures and share theirs 
with others," she said. Jt also gives (stu­
dents) the chance to meet other organiza­
tions and members of the Richmond com­
munity." It was also a day for fun and 
relaxation. 

Relaxing was easily accomplished by 
first stopping by any of the vendors and 
sampling foods from the Mediterranean, 
Caribbean or India and then finding a spot 
to sit and watch the performances of dance 
and song. 

Rosanna Amato, VCU Homecoming 
Queen 2003, said the festi val is one of her 
favorite things about springtime at the 
campus. 

''Thediversityoftheuniversityisamaz­
ing. There are so many talented people 
among us," Amato said. "I think it is 
wonderful that the festi val lets us share 
each other' s company and talent for a day . 
and integrates different people into one 
student body." 

Performers were not only from VCU 
but also from as far away as New York, 
which sent Potsdam Pointercounts New 
York AcapeUa Group. TheUniversity of 
Richmond sent Ngoma, a dance troupe, to 
perform at the festi val. Ngoma celebrated 
traditional African dances such as the 
"Econne-conne," which depicts workers 
in the rice fields. 

The Chinese Student Association was 
a crowd pleaser with its rendition of the 
"Lion Dance." Here the Delung (lion) and 
Ong Dia (man) are in a battle of the wills 
as the man ~es to get the lion to dance. 

Some onlookers of the performances 
were from outside of Richmond. Uloma 
Onyegubladrovefrom Washington, D.C. 
to cheer her friend, May Nnonah. 

"I just came to support my friend," 
Onyegubla said, referring to Nnonah's 
performance with the Rejoyce in Jesus . 

Campus Fellowship. "Theydidagoodjob." 
Onyegu~la praised the groups' perfor­
mance. 

Truong said participation was open to 
everyone and she hopes VCU will continue 
to look to the community to aid in upcom­
ing events. "We hope in the future more 
groups from other states, universities and 
from the Richmond community will par­
ticipate in the festival ," Truong said. 

The event closed with a fashion show 
followed by an awards ceremony. Awards 
were given to performers, booth partici­
pants and vendors. Performers were judged 
in categories such as: most creative, best 
outfits, most crowd pleasing and most tra­
ditional. The vendors won awards depend­
ing on culinary skills and the booths re­
ceived awards based 00 best spirit, organi-
zation and participation. . 

Awards: 

Performances 

Most creative: Vietnamese 
Student Association 
Most energetic: Ngoma (Univer­
sity of Richmond) 
Best outfits: Hamad Alquadhi and 
Friends 
Most crowd pleasing: African 
Student Union 
Best technical performance: Ebony 
Quest 
Most cultured/traditional : 
Chinese Student Association 

_ Booths & ' 
Organizations 

Best bootb: Hillel 
Best participation: Hindu Student 
Council 
Best organization in service: 
Sigma Sigma Sigma 
Best spirited: Filippo Mazzei 
Italian-American Club 

Best All-Around 
Organization 

First: Chinese Student Association 
Second: Vietnamese Student 
Association 
Third: Latinos Unidos 

Other 

Best vendor: Mediterranean Grill 
Best art production: 
First place: Erin Byun (etching) 
Second place: Kristen Rose(abstract3-D) 
Third place: Katherine Hinshaw 
(screenprint) 
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Hotwire's album is 
good but nothing new 
RESHMA SIDDIK 
Spectrum Writer 

You know how all bands sound the 
same these days? Well, Hotwire seems 
to be following that trend. But they ' re 
not so bad either. 

Hotwire is a band of five from the 
suburbs of L.A., the same place that 
bred Linkin Park and Incubus. They 
have justsigned on to perform in Ozzfest 
2003, playing with Kom, Cradle of Filth, 
Marilyn Manson, Disturbed, and of 
course, Ozzy himself. Their RCA 
Records debut CD, "The Routine," is 
scheduled to release on May 6. 

One critic described it as the, " ... de­
but of a young band with old souls and 
a fresh sound." Well, to me it sounded 
like fresh souls with an old sound. 

Hotwire' s sound is definitely h~d 
and heavy. Plus it has a solid melody 
thafkeeps each track from sounding the 
same.MaggieWangfromRCARecords 
describes their sound as, "at once cohe­
sive and intense,'melodic and metallic, 
punk and provocative, hardcore and 
heavy ... " I couldn ' t have said it better 
myself. 

1 don' t see the punk influence, but 
I'm sure it's in there somewhere. The 
CD definitely has musical appeal; I found 
my feet tapping and head nodding. 

So what are the minuses? Well, 
although the sound is pretty good, I 
didn ' t hear too n:tuch creativity. They 

don't really have a style that sets them 
apart from other bands. They just blend 
in with the rest. And that ' s a big minus. 

At any rate, these guys are a talented 
bunch. The vocalist, Rus Martin, has a 
nice voice and it can be really soothing 
at times. It can be pretty scary at times 
too, but scary inagood way. His scream­
ing is pretty powerful, but the best part 
is that you can understand what he' s 
saying. In fact, he' ll make you want to 
scream along with him. 

The drums, played by Brian Borg, 
are pretty nice. ·1 was impressed because 
the songs had some creative beats. Un­
fortunately , the bass is barely heard in 
thisCD, butit's not that bad. Theguitar, 
my favorite part, is awesome as well. 
Good guitar is essential to rock, and this 
band is not lacking here. 

Overall, they are a pretty good band. 
I think they have a lot of potential, and 
they could get pretty big. I could see 
them appealing to the masses. They 
don' t stand out too much from other 
bands, but they ' re still OK in my book. 

I heard a lot of Deftones influence in 
the CD. This can be good and bad: good 
because . the Deftones rock, and bad 
because they need to have their own 
style. Hotwire is heavy music with 
melody. 1 would love to see them in 
concert: the energy I felt in their CD 
would hopefully be magnified in per­
son, and that would be one hell of a 
show. 

Longwave gets festive, LEGO 

Longwave is not a 
'diet Stroke' 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Associate Spectrum EdiWr 

They are four scruffy boys, but their 
sound is not completely garage"l'ock 
driven. Ne')\1Y ork-based Longwavehas 
toured witlr The Strokes so the com­
parisnn ",.ouid easy, however it 
doesn't quite fit them. 

"The Strangest Things" has a rough 
around the edges appeal that is irresist­
ible. Haunting and melancholy, certain 
songs sound more like CoLdplay than 
any posh New York band. 

"Everywhere you tum" and "Pool 
song" are upbeat but singer Steve 
Schiltz' s voice never lets a song be­
come poppy. Schiltz's vocals are strange 
in a good way. He has an almost unde­
tectable lisp at times and stretches cer­
tain words out in the most interesting 
way. 

Certain artistic statements that 
Longwave tries to make fall flat. Open­
ing their CD with a I: 19 minute intro­
duction seems more pretentious than 
artistic, especially considering that it is 
the longest introduction on the entire 
album. Track 5, "Meet me at the Bot­
tom" is almost as obnoxious. It begins 

with a lone noise that drove me mad, 
and continues with Schiltz mumbling 
some words with no music for an­
other minute. 

'Tidal Wave" makes up for these 
slight setbacks. It is one of the best 
songs on the album, and has a great 
repetitive chorus. 'Schiltz's voice, 
which stretches to some beautiful high 
notes, accompanied with an interest­
ing high-pitched bass creates a great 
sound. 

Another song that I was particu­
larly struck with was "All Sewn Up." 
It opens with the line, "when I'm all 
sewn upl I feel like giving up," which 
was the first time one of their lyrics 
interested me. 

Longwave is still young, only hav­
ing released two CDs, and they have' 
time to work out some of the kinks in 
their music. "The Strangest Things" 
is a good CD, but it would be better if 
they didn't try so hard to be innova­
tive with odd sound affects and dis­
torted instruments that don' t fit with 
their sound. 

Rating: ~stars 
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Richmond to host jam session with Motet 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Associate Spectrum Editor 

The Motet's drummer, Dave Watts, 
wants you to sweat. 

"(Our audience can expect) lots of 
_ dancing and sweating. If we can satisfy 

our desire for playing music ... and have 
our audience come out of it drenched 
with sweat then we're happy," he said. 

To prove their love for the audience 
having a blast at their show, one of The 
Motet's shirt designs proudly states, 
"Dance Your A-s Off." 

It is no wonder why these good 01' 
boys are colloquially called ajam band, 
their influences are a mouthful. They 
draw from funk,jazz, Afro-Cuban, Bra­
zilian, and West African according to 
Watts. 

"We spent a lot of time in Cuba .... 
(The music is) what drew usdown there," 
he said. 

Watts isn't totally content with their 
jam band label , although it seems to fit 
them. 

"I think there are more jam audiences 
than jam bands. (Jam bands are) loud 
jazz bands that can go deeper into the 
groove," he said. 

Watts had a great deal of musical 
experience before The Motet got to­
gether. He had played with Keller Will­
iams, Tony Furtado, Shockra, and The 
Theory of Everything. With a number of 
Boulder, Colo. musicians he formed The 
Motet to capture what was going on 
musically at the moment. They continue 
to hold onto their roots as they expand 
and evolve. 

" It started out as a collection of music 
from the Boulder scene and we've 
branched out.... It's pretty far reaching at 
this point," Watts said. "But Boulder has 

GrQwn men horsing around, that's what The Motet is all about. 

been our strong home base." 
Their current east coast tour is coming 

to a head in New Orleans with Jazzfest. 
Watts and The Motet have an affinity for 

the city made famous by Mardi Gras. 
When we spoke about music he began 
with, "we love the music of New Or­
leans." 

Zodiac Cookies 

Aries: Imitation is no longer the sincerest fonn of flattery, try something 
different. 
Taurus: If the best things in life are free then that would explain why.VCU's 
tuition keeps going up. 
Gemini: When one doorcloses, another door isn't just going to open, you have 
to find the key. 
Cancer: You are going to fonn an extreme connection with another Cancer. 
Leo: Love does not make the world go 'round, ice cream does. 
Virgo: The hot summer months will set your love life aflame. 
Libra: A longjoumey will bring uncertain victories your way, so get walking. 
Scorpio: Whether you know it or not, you've won an important award, start 
practicing your humble look. 
Sagittarius: Telling your better half that their birthday is just another day will 
bring certain doom. 
Capricorn: Much like flypaper, once you become attached to someone, you 
never want to let go. 

Zodiac Cookies 
Aquarius: You might be the only person in existence that actually finds 
success with ernail chain letters, expand your buddy list to reap ultimate 
rewards. 
Pisces: You'll be leaving your friends soon, but never say goodbye, just say 
toodles. 

Courtesy of the Home Grown Music Network 

He went on to speak about the festival 
itself, which he was also fond of. They 
played for four hours, slept for two, and 
then got up to watch all of the other great 
jazz bands play for the rest of the day 
until they had to play again. Although it 
was a hectic schedule, it sounded like he 
loved it. 

While the wild and crazy festivals 
have their appeal, Watts also has an 
appreciation for the audiences at shows 
that specifically came to see The Motet. 

"1 love festivals because it' s outdoors 
and there are so many great bands to 
watch, and llove intimate eoncerts too ... 
the focus is great," he said. 

.Hopefully Richmond will have 
enough energy to satisfy this ' lust for 
life' band. There is no doubt that The. 
Motet' s show will be unpredictable and 
fun , and who knows who might show up. 

"We' re good friends with The String 
Cheese Incident so they usually come 
out and play with us," Watts said. 

Be sure to catch The Motet next 
Wednesday April 16 at The Canal Club 
(1545 E. Cary St.). playing the Post 
String Cheese Party. Call 643-2583 for 
more information and get tickets through 
SCI Ticketing and Music Today: The 
show is for all ages. 
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This week Claire and 
Russell get much more se­
riOllS as they share theirfrrst 
kiss and she devirginizes 
him all in one episode. 
Arthur, who ·is interning 
under Federico, seems to 
be growing closer to Ruth. 
The scenes where they are 
together are quite disturb­
ing. Lisa and Nate go camp­
ing with Maya and another 
coupleandaftera few bitter 
fights let's just say they 
make amends ... on a rock. 
The most ridiculous scene 
in the episode is when a 
body falls out of the casket 
and Arthur bas to enlist 
Ruth, Claire and Russell to 
help him get it back inside. 
Next week Brenda will reek 
more havoc on Lisa and 
Nate's relationship and it 
100ks like Federico has 
some health concerns con­
cerning his wife, Vanessa. 

The 8-year-old master of harass- Hugs for Simon and boos 
ment is back with some even more for Randy! Randy didn't see 
obnoXIOUS cornrnents and a mega- much of anything that he en­
phone. This time he calls Pauly Shore Tuesday night on 
onhislonglostcareerandtells"Lord "American Idol" when the 
of the Rings" hobbits Dominic theme was top 40. Oh, but 
Monaghan and Billy Boyd, "good )Wait, he adored Ruben, as did 
luck WIth your career, you're going everyone. Don' t get me 
ton~edll."Theburnofthenightwas wrong, he is extremely taI­
Justm TImberlake's attack on Kelly ented, but it ' s almost as 
Osbourne. Dax and Al came in as a thoughtheshowisover. With 
stylIst and choreographer in an at- the judges laying opulent 
tempt to make Kelly more appeal- praise on Ruben every week, 
mg. Needless tosay she threw a fit whereisthesurpriseending? 
andJnstmwasenJoymgeveryrninute Clay for Instance has been 
of II. The last prank centered around . some heat from the 
afew hapless locksmiths. These guys for the last couple 
opened up a store for Dax, who then for not spicing up his 
proceeded to rob the place with three performances and to me that 
guys in orange jump suits. While the makes him a more inrerest­
locksmith was waiting for some pa- ing character. Joshua Gracin 
perwork they escaped and Al came has really been coming into 
m as the owner of the store. One his own lately and blew ev­
the best moments was when AI en- eryone away with his perfor­
lIsted a locksnuth to help him find mance. My admiration goes 
his precIOUS cat by jingling some to Kimberly Caldwell who 
keys and saying "tender vitals" re- gets up on stage each week 
peatedly. Upcoming punks include almost knowing that the 
N~ck~cheybeinghoodwinkedinto are going to give her 
thinking ;-vhite trash Dax is Jessica really pretty but 
SImpson s distant relative and Seth 
Green getting caught up in a gam­
bling controversy. 

IlE 
Irlll' 

'IhIrsIIay, AprIl 0, 2003 
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A day in the life of a 
VCU art major: 
Thomas Simmons 
JOANNAH NWOKEABIA 
Spectrum Writer 

Thomas Simmons made a splash in 
VCU's presentation of "Playboy of West 
Indies" this past February. He is a staple of 
the VCU theater department and has a 
bright future at VCUand beyond. 

The Commonwealth Times: What is 
your hometown? 

Thomas Simmons: Richmond, Vir­
ginia born and raised. 

CT: What attracted you to VCU's 
Theater performance program? 

TS: Being from Richmond, I have sib­
lings that went to VCU. I heard about 
auditions for a play ... and I had such a good 
time that I came over to theater. They have 
an awesome violence choreography pro­
gram. Their stage voice and speech profes­
sor, Janet Rogers, is world renown. David 
Leong, one of the best grand fighting mas­
ters in the country, is our dean. Learning 
under these people is aIT]azing and I feel 
that's my calling. 

CT: What was your most embarrass­
ing onstage moment? 

TS: This was embarrassing and cute. I 
was doing "You ' re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown" and I was Charlie Brown. I have 
two nieces and two nephews andoneofmy 
nieces ran onstage crying, "TJ., TJ."! I 
look her to the end of the stage where my 
sister was sitting. 

CT: In your last play, you bared your 
chest for a few scenes. Do you have any 
objections to nudity if the script calls for 
it? 

TS: In any kind of performance, there is 
a level of vulnerability that you portray. 
[As an actor], you take on the responsibil ­
ity of being a role model. In one play, I was 
a slave and had to run across the stage 
naked and I thought that was tasteful. Ifit's 
distasteful, I will notdo it. Ifit 's a soft porn 
piece, then ·no. 

CT: How do you feel VCU's theatre 
program has shaped youasa performer? 

TS: They' ve given me structure, intro­
duced me to a iot of different techniques 
and because of that, I'm a well-rounded 
actor. 

CT: Once you graduate, do you ex­
pect it to be hard to achieve recognition 
and find challenging roles in an indus­
try that often overlooks or stereotypes 
black actors? 

TS: There are 100,000 actors in New 
York and 95 percent of them will not have 
work. I think it is important to keep your­
self marketable. I act, sing, dance, write 
and play music ... so I'm not worried about 
that. 

CT: If there was a chick-fight, who 
would win: Jennifer Garner or Jennifer 
Lopez? 

TS: Lopez. J.Lo' s from the block! 
CT: Broadway or Hollywood? 
TS: Both 
CT: What is your favorite movie? 
TS: "Loye"Jones" 
CT: What is somethiI!g about you 

that VCU student don't know? 
TS: I'm the bomb chef. I cook like 

nobody's business! 
CT: If you could act alongside some­

one famous, who-would it be? 
TS: Will Smith . 
CT: What do you enjoy most about 

performing? 
TS: Opening the mind and perspective 

of the audience. Having someone gain 
something from the performance I'm in­
volved in, that is the most rewarding thing 
ever. 

CT: What advice would you give to 
kids who want to be actors? 

TS: Read everything you can get your 
hands on, make a friend everywhere you 
go, always listen to people and be kind. My 
mother always said, " If you're too big to 
listen, then you're too small to be listened 
to." 
. CT: ·Whatannoys you the most about 
acting or theater performance? 

TS: I love theater-I love it all. I guess 
it would be how underrated [theater] is. It' s 
a very hellacious job. People underrate 
that. 

IN: Do you have any hidden talents? 
TS: I can break dance. 
IN: What do you never leave home 

without? 
TS: My cell phone .... and change. 
CT: Where do you see yourselfin five 

years? 
TS: In somebody's movie. I will have 

completed niy book, dropped a CD and I' II 
be preparing to have a family. 

CT: What do you sing? 
TS: I sing gospel, R&B, jazz and clas­

sical music. 
CT: Complete this sentence: Happi­

ness is-
TS: What you make it. 
CT: Do you have any words that you 

live by? 
TS: Never interest yow'self in the pos­

sibility of failure. 
CT: What is success? 
TS: A fulfilling journey, a never-end­

ing journey; obstacles, trials and joy that 
will hopefully lead to prosperity. 

Happenings 
Thursday, 
April 10 

Terror with Ramallah, RingWorm and Victim perform at Alley Katz at 6 
p.m. The show is all ages and you can get tickets at Plan 9. 643-2816, 10 Walnut 
Alley 

ZetamaJe, Crooked Fingers and GregorSamsa playa show in the University 
of Richmond's Student CO\1lmons at 9 p.m. It is a free show sponsored by U of R' s 
radio station WDCE 90.1 FM. 700-1662, 28 Westhampton Way 

Friday, 
April 11 

Jackie Frost Trio rocks Ashland Coffee & Tea at 8 p.m. Tickets are $5. 798-
1702, 100 N. Railroad Ave. 

"Proposals," which follows a group of friends and family on an interesting 
vacation to the Poconos, will be playing at the Barksdale Theater. Call 282-2620 
for specific times and ticket information. 1601 Willow Lawn Drive, Suite 30 I-E. 

Comedy night at Matt's Village Pub & Comedy Club. 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
Call 644-0848 for details. 109 S. 12th St. 

Get advice from "Trading Spaces" designer Vern Yip at the Southern 
Women's Show. Pamper yourself with health tips, a makeover and new clothes. 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. $7 at the door. 
Richmond Race~ay Complex, 602 E. Laburnum Ave. 

Saturday, 
April 12 

"Flowers for Spring" i.s an exhibit at Old World Prints Ltd., which focuses on 
floral images in art. The gallery is open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 213-0600, 260 I Floyd Ave. 

Blandfest is a free concert with a wide range of music, including bantls like 
Classic Monkey Shine, Black Sky Affair and Another Nameless Face. The all 
day concert is from lOa.m. to IOp.m. at Richard BlandColiege. 862-6100,11301 
Johnson Road. 

The VCU dance:;~udents let loose for the Informal Dance Concert, which is 
this night only at 7 p.m. in the Grace St. Theater. Free. 828-2020, 934 W. Grace St. 

Sunday, 
April 13 

VCU presents two operas, "Little Red Riding Hood," followed by "The 
Medium" beginning at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 4 p.m. Sunday at the W. E. 
Singleton Center for Performing Arts. 828-6776,922 Park Ave. 

Carrion performs at Holy Chow at 10:30 p.m. 225-7103, 309 N. Laurel St. 

Butterbean performs live jazz at Bottoms Up Pizza. 9 p.m. Call 644-4400 for 
details. 1700 Dock St. 
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Letter to the Editor 

In the OPtED article, "U.N.-pro­
ductive?" published March 31, Terry 
Burton questions the United Nation 's 
abi lity to govern effectively. 

Mr. Burton also challenges France 
and its intractable stance on the United 
States' decision for war, going as far 
as stating its political posture as an, "I 
can't hear you" mentality. 

The unambiguous truth is that 
France does hear us, in point of fact 
rather loudly and clearly. They, along 
with the vast majority ofnation-states 
however, choose not to align them­
selves with the United States. 

With less then a handful of nations 
supporting the United States in com­
bat deployment (others opting instead 
to aid in reconstruction), the adminis­
tration affirms that many do so qui­
etly. This indicates an importantquan­
dary that must be recognized. Na­
tions partaking in this silent support 
do so in fear of future political isola­
tion from the United States, however 
opt to refrain v'isibly in concern of 
public reprisal at home. At this time 
across the world, to side with the 
United States has become politically 
hazardous. In elections over the past 
year in South Korea, Pakistan and 
Germany, anti-American sentiments 
were campaign platforms. We are the 
ones choosing to cover our ears, not 
France. 

At large, to dismiss international 
concerns would be a horrific mistake 
to our foreign policy. The war on 
terrorism should be our No. 1 con­
cern, not Iraq. If we continue' to 
isolate ourselves while brushing aside 
other nations, a grave degradation 
needed within international support 
would occur. We will beat Iraq stand­
ing alone, however that clearly won't 
be the case with the war on terrorism 
sans multilateral cooperation and 
shared intelligence. 

Mr. Burton also questions the pro­
ductiveness of the United Nations. 
He states that the U.N's power in 
effect disappeared with its unwilling­
ness to back its own resolutions. Al­
though for 12 years Saddam Hussein 
has dis.obeyed the U.N., this act of 
defiance did not justify (legally, not 
morally) a pre-emptive, unilateral 
strike without U.N. support. 

If we hold Hussein accountable to 
U.N . laws and regulations, should we 
ourselves not abide by the interna-
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tional governing body and rules we 
created? If the war on Iraq was one of 
necessity and self-defense, the vari­
ables concerning this war are obvi­
ously altered. However, it is clearly 
one of regime change, and thus, a war 
of choice. As U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan stated in a news confer­
ence at The Hague, "the war without 
U.N. authorization would be illegal." 

The. U.N. remains at the forefront 
on many issues, ranging in creating a 
permanent international criminal 
court, peace operations, protecting 
the environment, supporting human 
rights and positive governing among 
others. 

The war on Iraq isn ' t challenging 
the U.N.'s productivity in any man­
ner. In reality itquestion ' s the United 
States' legitimacy. The United States 
months ago, clearly indicated that it 
would abide by the U.N. and interna­
tionallaw, however as the governing 
body and international community 
began to question our moti ves, we no 
longer felt compelled to follow them. 

Our hegemony clearly permeates 
. through our actions - actions of dis­
missing the U. N. because it does not 
agree with our decisions. The U.N. 
wa~ never in question, however our 
agenda was and will be. 

LuDuong 
Political Science 
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By Carolyn Belefski 

Think you have 
whatit takes to be a 
great Op/Ed edi­
tor? 

The Common­
wealth Times is cur­
rently accepting ap­
plications ·the Op/Ed 
editor position for the 
fall 2003 semester. If 

interested, stop by 
Temple Building, 

Roorn-1149 to.pick 
up an application or 

contact Olivia at 
CHmesEditor@aol.com 
for more information. 
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SGA votes on stance 
for war with Iraq, Fall 
Break appreciation 

Amid the war and confusion, as well 
as the protesters for both the pro-war and 
anti-war stance around campus, the Stu­
dent Government Association did some­
thing a few weeks.ago that many can say 
should have been done a few months ago: 
they unanimously passed a "proclama­
tion for peace," which states that no mat­
ter how intense the fighting gets abroad, 
the SGA "advocates peace for all people 
involved in conflict throughout the . 
world." 

Now before anyone gOes and says 
"wait a second, that doesn 't say much 
about the SGA's stance in the matter" let 
me say this: the proclamation for peace 
allows for both pro-war and anti-war 
supporters to voice their opinion freely, 
whereas ifthe SGA's position was either 
pro-waroranti-war, I'm sure there would 
be students knocking on the SGA' s office 
door asking "what about an anti-warproc­
lamation?" (if a pro-war proclamation 
was passed) or "what about a pro-war 
proclamation?" (if an anti-warproclama­
tion was passed). 

In short, by passing the proclamation 
of peace, those taking either pro-war or 
anti-war are appeased, to some extent. 
Last I checked everyone was in favor for 
peace. Those that are saying "well, it 
doesn't really say much" obviously didn't 
read between the-lines of legislation to 
determine what the proclamation really 
means. Otherwise, if they had, they won't 
have that opinion. 

On a lighter note, I'd like to thank the 
administration for reading my articles on 
having a fall break and the SGA taking 
action to approve something just like 
what UVa currently has. I do realize that 
this thank you is well overdue but I be­
lieve that some appreciation for what was 
passed and approved needs to be shown. 
For all of those wondering when the fall 
break is, I believe it is October 16 and 17 
of next semester (but don' t quote me). 

Hopefully, in accordance with the 
proclamation for peace, the war we are 
currently in wi ll end soon otherwiseanxi­
ety and fear will result, and .everyone 
knows that in today's times, none of that 
is needed. 

Editor's Note: Amul Madan recently 
IVas elected to serve as a senator for the 
SGA. 
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~ttention S~udents~ 

~ 

will be sold via the VCU PARKING WEBSITE 
http://www. bsv.vcu.edu/vcupark 

(Students are required to have a VCUCARD or VCUCARD number to purchase parking decals.) 

beginning 

Monday, April' 14, 2003 

Spring semester decals will not be sold from the Parking Office 
locations until: 

Monday, May 12, 2003 

For more information call the Parking Office at 828-8726, Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm. 
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