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Need your academics to be a little more 
successful? Attend the Ac:acIemic Success 
Program Workslaop ftoIn noon unIil 1 
p.m. in the School of Business auditorium. 
Sponsored by University Counseling Ser
vices. For more infonnation contact 1128-
6200. 

Todaythere'sanotherArademicSoccess 
Program and this one is aimed at iDtel1l8-
u-I studeats! It begins at 4 p.m. in the 
ForwnRoomoftheUniversityStudentCmn
mons and is scbeduled to last unIil5:30 p.m. 
Sponsored by University .counseling Ser
vices. For more infonnation contact 1128-
6200. 

Listen to Dr. Scott Leisdlow speakabout 
"NCfs (National Cancer Institute) Tobacco 
Control Research Initiatives: Advancing 
Cancer Control for Public Health" at the 
Massey CancerCenterfrom noon until 1 p.m. 
This event is open to the public. For more 
infonnation, coniitt 628-1897. 

Recycle this New.speper! 

French deck has 
Rumsfeld as ace of 

spades 

1be Reseau Voltaire group 
in Paris has released a pack of 
playing cards that gives' a new 
.twist to the United States' fa
mOus deck depicting members 
of Saddam Hussein's now-ile
funct administration. The 
French deck portrays U.S. Sec
retary of Defe nse Donald 
Rurnsfeld as the ace of spades 
and Osamabin Laden as ajoker. 
President Bush is the king of 
diamonds, the suit designated 
as a symbol of economic power. 
Thierry Meyssan, president of 
the group, had previously writ
ten a book, L'Effroyable Im~ 
posture, that accused the United 
States of planning the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11. 

Judge who ruled 
against do-not-call 

list is on it' 

The office phone number of 
U.S .... District Judge Edward 
Nottingham, who ruled Thurs
day that the Federal Trade 
Commission's do-not-calliist is 
unconstitutional, was registered 
on thelistJuly28. Thedo-not-call 
list is a registry maintained by the 
FTC designed to prevent 
'telemarketers' calls. Nottingham 
ruled the list is an unconstitu
tional infringement on free 
speech, It is unknown whether 
Nottinghamhimself registered the 
office number or whether he even 
knew it had been registe~d. 

Karaoke for Xbox 
announ.ced 

Microsoft Corp., which 
manufactures the Xbox gaming 

console, has announced it will 
begin selling karaoke software 
for the platform. The Music 
Mixer package will include a 
microphone and software for 
customers to transfer music and 
imageftlesto theXboxfocplay
back on their TVs. Microsoft 
hopes the new karaoke package 
will broaden the ){box's appea1 
to consumers. • 

Minister pleads 
guilty to robbing 

banks 

Jerry Hayes, a 52-year-old 
PentecostaiministerofHartford, 
Maine, pleaded guilty Thurs
day to robbing five banks in 
Maine, Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire. He was arrested in 
May after taking $2,550 from a 
teller, who also gave him a dye 
pack that later exploded. Police 

Tremmel was not an employee 
of the company and therefore 
not allowed to use the toilet. 

Bear-attack victim 
binds wounds with 

duct tape 

Bill Muqily, 54, was I,!uDIiDg 
moose and sheep on a remote 
Alaskan trail when amotherbear, 
accompanied by her cub, attacked 
him. The bear pinned Murphy, 
seized his right shoulder in her 
jaw and shook him violently. M
ter a while, the bear got up and 
Murphy went to shoot her - but 
the bear had broken his rifle. He 
wrapped duct tape around his 
shoulder and cloth around his 
thigh, then rode an all-terrain ve
hicle 15 miles to his pickup truck 
before dri ving half an hour to a 
hospital, 

found a .38-caliber handgun in Microchip reunites 
Hayes' car at the time of his ," • 
arrest. Hayes robbed the banks - pet With owner 
of more than $ 10,000 altogether. 
He faces up to 20 years in prison 
and $250,000 in fines for each 
of the five charges. 

Man sues, claiming 
imprisonment in 
portable toilet 

William Tremmel, 68, of 
Altoona, Pa., ftled a lawsuit last 
month against Weeks Marine 
Inc., a company hired to clean 
up Virginia Beach. Tremmel, 
who is seeking $100,000 in the 
lawsuit, claims a Weeks em
ployee drove a bulldozer or 
front-end loader in front of a 
portable toilet , trapping 
Tremmel inside. Weeks Marine 
does not deny that the employee 
trapped Tremmel inside the toi
let but claims the worker was 
exercising his right because 

Chris Inglis' black cat, Ted, 
was reunited with his owner af
ter 10 years apart. In the early 
1990s, Ted had been implanted 
with a microchip designed to 
identify -pets' owners should 
they become separated. 'Some
one found Ted and took him to 
the Peninsula Humane Society 
and SPCA in California, where 
employees scanned the micro
chip and contacted Inglis, de
spitethefactthatthemicrochip's 
information was outdated. 
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Student government to fight 'reading day' cancellation 
TANJA ZLATKOVIC 
News Co-Edilor 

The veu administration confirmed Fri
daythatthe"readingdays"onOct.16and 17 
will be canceled because of the lost instruc
tional days during Hurricane Isabel. The 
AcademiceampusStudentGovemmentAs
sociation has made it their primary goal to 
reverse that decision. 

"TItis is an issue that needs to go straight 
to the administration," said Daniel Tanner, 
SGA chief of staff. "If this is something that 
we feel we can reverse, we have to act as 
sool) as possible." 

According to an SGA survey of 1,303 
undergraduate students, which represents 
approximately one-tenth of the undergradu
ate population at veu, 93 percent opposed 
or strongly opposed the 'cancellation of the 
fall semester "reading days." 

'The (SGA) president has reCeiVed hun
dreds and hundreds of e-mails from students 
who don't agree with the veu decision," 
Tanner &aid. 'This outcry shows that this is 
something the student body wants corrected." 

Even though the cancellation might cause 
some unantiCipated problems for students . 
who have already made alternative arrange
ments, Roderick McDavis, provost and vice 
president for student affairs, said it is impor
tant to make up as much of the lost instruc
tional time as possible. 

"If you made plans to be off-campus, we 
hope that you will either be able to cancel 
those plans, orif not, I suggest that you speak 

directly with your faculty members to see if 
some flexibility can be accommodated for 
your individual situations," he wrote Friday 
in an e-mail to students infom1ing them 
about the decision to cancel the "reading 
days." 

Although instruction time is important, 
Tanner said, the SGA' s concern is that other 
universities in Virginia have fewer instruc
tional days and still do not have to compen-

sate for canceled classes. 
With 66 days of class during the fall 

semester, University of Virginia's students. 
have a shorter semester than veu students, 
who attend school 72 days during the fall. 
Additionally, UV A also has reading days in 
October, which were not canceled even 
though the school was closed for two days 
during the hurricane. 

"If we have to be ~hool for a certain 

"""'- of SGA 

Students' resporises to the question' posed by the StUdent 
Government Association: "What are your feelings toward using 
reading days (fall bniak) to make up for the misalng days due to 
Inclement weather?" • 

Hampton to fill assistant vice provost position 
JONATHAN ROBBINS 
Staff Writer 

As Salt Lake <;:ity prepared for the 
2002 Winter Olympics, Mark Hampton 
didn't like the way things were going in 
the city. So he worked his way up the 
ladder at a community radio station until 
he earned his own show. 

Now he's veu's assistant vice pro
vost for institutional research, evaluation 
and plarming. 

'The kifld of institution that VCU is - is 
the kind of institution I most wanted to 
work with," Hampton said. "It's an urban 
university - very diverse student body. 
It's a university that 40 years ago didn't 
really exist as it exists now. So it' s had to, 
inmany ways, invent itself around a very 
strong medical program, a very strong arts 
program, the professional institute - and 
that's a very interesting phenomenon. But 
comes with it: a very interesting set of 
challenges. " 

Though Hampton produced his own 
radio show, that's not his only experience 
that helps him meet the challenges at 
VCU. He also brings his 10 years of 
experience with people at the University 
of Utah at Salt Lake City. At various 

points in his career there he served as a 
student researcher, as an instructor of 
mathematics and as the director ofinstitu
tional analysis. In addition, when he 
served as that school's manager of budget 
operations and information he worked 
with a $1 billion university budget. 

RoderickMcDavis, VCU' sprovostand 
vice president for academic affairs·, said 
he didn't know Hampton personally, but 
he did know ofhim before VCU hired the 
former Utah resident. . 

"Everything that I had heard about him 
was positive," McDavis said. "So when 
he submitted his application for the posi
tion I was thrilled." 

Hampton said after being at Utah for 10 
years he decided it was time for a change. 
Thus he began considering a position with 
the State Council of Higher Education for · 
Virginia, which was advertising for an 
institutional-effectiveness director. 

That office gave him the chance to 
work with the community colleges and 
the universities in the commonwealth. 

While working at SCHEY Hampton 
became interested in VCU. . 

The first challenge he listed - and 
McDavis echoed - concerned VCU's re
tention IIDd gradnation rates. Hampton 

wants to improve those rates and analyze 
the problem of why students start at VCU 
and then leave., He also wants to deter
mine why it takes students so long to 
graduate because he suggests "this insti
tution could do better." 

Furthermore Hampton plans to study 
the most effective way to tum VCU into 
amoredata-driven university, whichranks 
high on the higher administrations list. 

"His role as a leader. in this area," 
McDavis said, "will be to work with the 
academic units, will be to work with the 
vice presidents, the deans, the vice pro- . 
vost. He will work .with all of those 
offices based on the requests that those 
offices have in the way of providing data." 

But Hampton says that's what makes 
his job interesting. Providing the admin

. istrators and president with the iQfonna
tion they need becomes important, he 
said, because poor quality infonnation 
leads to poorly made decisions. 

"All research is useless if it can't be 
translated into action," he said. 

Still, Hampton sees students as the 
most important part of any university. 

"(In) everything we do that impacts the 
students," he said, "we need to question 
whether we're doing the right thing." 

period of time," Tanner asked, "why is an 
institution like UV A allowed to have ashorter 
semester, miss days during the hurricane and 
still not be affected?" He added that without 
the break in the fall, students at veu will 
attend classes for three months without any 
days off. 

A seCond concern Tanner addressed is 
that last semester, veu was closed for snow 
days without any compensation of lost in
structional time. Inclement weather days are 
incorporated into the schedule and the hurri-· 
cane should fall into that category, he argued.· 

Finally, Tanner said, the veu ·adminis
tration did not communicate the plans to 
cancel the "reading days" to the student body 
until the decision was already made. 

"We should have been the first ones to 
know," he said. 

While many students oppose veu's de
cision on the "reading days," some said they 
don 't have a problem with the 
administration's decision. 

Matt Laird, first-year student, said he 
does not oppose the cancellation of the "read
ingdays." 

"If that is all they are taking away, that will 
be fine," he said. 

Amy Packett, first-year student, disagrees. 
She was disappointed about the decision to 
cancel the "reading days," she said, because 
she planned to use that time and catch up on 
school work. 

"I signed a petition to keep from losing 
our fall break," she said. "You need a break 
to study." 

Crime Log 

Sept. 24 

Male at Sanger Hall on East MarshalJ 
Street advised that 1m unknown person 
removed personal property valued at 
$550 from an unsecured location. 

Female at MCV Daycare Center on 
North lOthStreetadvisedthatanunknown 
person removed state property valued at 
$1,600 from. an unsecured location. 

Sept. 2S 

Female at Gateway Building on East 
MarshalIStreetadvised thatanunknoWo 
person removed personal property val
ued at $125 from an unsecured location. 

,. Known persOn arrested on West 
FmnJdin Street for disorderly conduct. 

Sept. 26 

Maleat FranklinStreetGymon West 
FmnJdin Street advised that ~tween 
Sept. 16 and Sept. 17 an unknown per
son removed personal property valued 
at $150 from an unsecured location. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Platoon 
Leaders 

Class 
PLC is a high-inten

sity iilternship where 
you attend paid train
ing over the summer 

for 6-10 weeks. 

We develop and 
evaluate your Leader
ship and Management 

Skills 

Upon completion of surn.rner training you 
return to college to complete your degree. Upon 
graduation from college, you decide whether to 
accept a commission as a Second Lieutenant iJ;l 

the United States MaJ.jne Corps. 

What we guarantee: 

-Unsurpassed leadership and 
management training. 

-Pilot and ground positions. 
-Esprit de Corps, and pride in a unique 

accomplishment. 
-Competitive salaries for surn.rner training. 

-Financial assistance for your remaining 
time in college. 

-For qUalified aviation officer candidates, free 
flYing lessons upon completion of training 

What we look for: 

-Men and women who aspire to lead. 
-Men and women, freshmen through seniors. 

-Men and women who enjoy tough mental and 
physical challenges. 

-Americans who want to belong to an elite 
organization that prides itself on honor, courage 

and service to your country. -

You can contact C~ptain Michael E. Ceres or 
Staff Sergeant Sherri Runge at (800) 552-9548 for 

more information, or visit our website 
www.marineofjicer.com 

SPRING BREAK 2004! Travel with BLV!' Movie Extrasf Models needed. No experience 
America's Best Student Tour Operator! 1a- required all looks & ages needed. Earn up to $500-
maica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, Florida. Sell $1000 a day. 1-888-8820-0167 ex.U162 
Trips, Earn Cash, Travel Free! 
Call 1-800-733-6347 Spring Break 2004. Travel w! STS, America's 
www.beachlifevacatioos.com #1 student tour operator. 

Help wanted to work in Richmond area 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, & Florida. 
Hiring on-campus reps. Call for discounts. 

fanner's market and bazaars in Richmond to 1.800.648.48490rwww.ststravel.com 
seU jams, jellies, pickled food, and baked goods. 
Must be very reliable, dependable, enjoy working Vending business for sale 18K annual net. Cost 
with peop~. and have own lransportation. Good $3495 Hurry won ' t last. 1-800-568-1392 or 
pay and gas money. Call Ralph at 754-7 135. www.vendingthatworks.com 

Part time lawn helper!ten to 15 hoon; per weeki 
good for part time or nighttime students/desired 
fan area resident. Call 3~471 
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NEWS 

vell 101 classes receive health education 
MICHAEL UEDTK£ 
Correspondent 

Paper snowball fights and a game of 
Jeopardy aren' t what you typically may 
find in a speecb, but Linda Hancock isn' t 
your typical speaker. 

Hancock, the assistant director of health 
promotions for 
University Stu
dent Health Ser
vices, said she 
spoke to nearly 40 
YCU 101 classes 
about student 
health services in 
spring 2003, On 
this particular day 
inApril,shespoke 
to Tish Colvin's 
class. 

"It's free if you're a full time student," 
Hancock told the students, stressing the 
benefits of Student Health Services. 
"You' re already paying for it. And no,you 
can't come back after you've graduated." 

In nearly an hour, she covered topics 
concerning drugs and alcohol and explained 
some common misconceptions about these. 

When it came time for the snowball 
fight, Hancock handed each student aques
tionnaire while askU)g them their major. 

The questionnairequeriedtheirpersonalhab
its with drugs, alcohol, religion and sexual 
activity as well as their usage estimates of 
those habits for other students. 

After assuring the students the optional 
survey was anonymous and confidential, she 
told them to take their surveys in their hands 
and make them into balls for a snowball 
fight. 

'''Throw atleast three snowballs," Hancock 
said. "This is probably the mostJun you're 
going to have in class at college." 

It wasn't all fun and games though. Stu
dents learned about each other's thoughts 
and reactions to the questions. Hancock told 
them the statistical data while reviewing 
each question aloud. 

Students played HealthJeopardy in teams 
to test their health knowledge. Hancockasked 
questions such as, "What are three symp
tOms of alcohol poisoning?" One question -
"Is marijuana addictive?" - was met with 
speculation and guessing. Several students 
who answered volunteered they weren't sure. 

'''Marijuana is addictive, (but) not as ad
dictive as some other things like crack 
though," said Hancock. 

Having dealt with drugs through research 
and with patients, Hancock shed some light 
on problems with drug - prevention pro
grams. 

Hancock condemned such drug.preven-

GET PAID TO 
GO TO SCHOOL. 
TALK ABOUT 
ROLE REVERSAL. 

The U .S . Air Force wiU pay for you to continue your education 
while you . e rve your country . a a nurs e. Through selection into 
the Air Force In stitute of Technology program. you could earn 
your advance d degree .in a s Uttle a s two ye ars and get paid to do 
it. You'U be part o f an elite team of m e d ical professiona ls who 
have chos en to s erve their country in' this proud institution. 
To learn more about A ir Force Nursing. please visit a irforce .com 
o r call 1 .800.423.USAF to request ·more infor m a tion. 

tion programs as "D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education)" and "Just Say No!," 
saying "D.A.R.E." increased knowledge 
but research showed it also increased drug 
use. A few students admitted to becoming 
interested in using drugs by.the prevention 
program's descriptions of highs. 

'''The best way to get a teenager to do 
anything is to teU-them not to," Hancock 
said after her speech. "So 'Just Say No!' is 
one of the dumbest prograrns ever created." 

Instead, she suggesteltan altemati ve pro
gram name - "Just do what you want." 

While Hancockwas taking questions, a 
studentdescribed bad experiences with some 
prescribed contraceptives. After listening 
Hancock replied, '''That usually has good 
results with patients." 

This led Hancockto warn students ag'linst 
getting information from "ns of 1." An "n of 
1" she explained, occurs when a person 
makes a decision based upon one person 
they know rather than facts. She said this 
leads to "really skewed data." 

For example, Hancock said, if a woman 
chose not to take birth-control pills because 
her roommate threw up when she took 
them, that would be an "n of! " because, "A 
minority of women have nausea (while) on 
birth control pills." 

Harold Branch, a flfSt-year undeclared 
student, spoke following Hancock's pre- . 

sentation, saying the only thing he knew 
about the Student Health Services office 
before Hancock talked to his class was that 
it was next to the Stuart C. Siegel Center. 

Another student, Jennifer Snow, also 
attended one of Hancock's "Love and Li
quor" sessions last fall. While Snow said 
she too was surprised about Student Health 
Services doctors being legitimate, she .re
members more from her earlier session. 

"I remembered most (of) the stuff about 
statisticswise, how many students don't go 
out (and party.) It's kind of opened my eyes 
a little bit," she said. 

Having worked with college students for 
nearl y 20 years, how does Hancock relate to 
college students? 

"I like the fact that they don't just buy 
things hook, line and sinker. They question 
everything," she said. "So, I relate to them 
in that skeptical kind of thing." 

Hancock said she estimated that U ni ver
sity Student Health Services representa
tives would speak to nearly 1000 student in 
50 to 60 YCU 101 c1asses this semester. She 
said that -she personally talks to approxi
mately half the classes while Katie Yatalaro, 
health educator, and Cowtney Bickett, nurSe 
practitioner, speak to the other half. 

News Co-Editor Matt Busse contributed to 
this article. 

One day first jumps, and a staff dedicated to keeping you and your 

fellow students sky diving at 

SJ<Y DIVE ORANGE 

" 8~, ~~~~~e 
Free fall almost a minute<::::""", ~l)<: , V:, "A"s::::,_" Z::l 

from 2 1/2 miles hioh - ~~c:r--. -.. :2.J> 
from our 22 j umper aii':'ctaft c',,~''' ·':c~=-,;'~<-~ 

on your lirst skydive .,.-- " ~ c~ 

~~"*' 

(540) 943-6587 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS 

1 (877)348-3 759 
«877) dive-sky) 

Complete information on: www.skydiveorange.com 

SKY DIVE! 

.. 
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Sweet Onion Chicken Teriyaki 
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• LSAT • . 

·- higher _"$~ GMAT 

-GRE -. 

test scores'· 
. guaranteed 

MeAT 

OAT 

OAT' 

or your money back" . 
Attend iilIl'requlred~s O! make·uj) sessions, complete all 
scheduled tests, dnd d~bmeYlork. 'If your score do~n't 
Improve on test day from yo(Jr Kaplan diagnostic or a prior official 

test score. you can choose to repeat our program for free or get a 
fuil refund of your tuition~' It's that-slmpl!!. ..~ . 

Visit our table outside the 
VCU J'.lUllf..lons on 914, 918 
and 9/161 Classes start 
soon! 

• ... To bl: di4ibJc for ~hi$ orrC/. yW rnv~ be: 
enrolled in Y08IpJ,1\'$ hili ( 1",tOOtn. t!J1.QrittS. 
or online .caurs.e-s. In addition. )00 mIJ5t 
prese..r.t a COP'! of}'OOr otfk.:lal seore repou 
and:your OOu~e materials witllin 90 (8)'S . 

World ~ader In Test Prep 
and Admissions 

• :1" l 'pi: '. 
1·800·KAp·TEST 
; .. : kaptest.com 

. -. • w 
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Upcoming Sports 

Even~s 
Friday, Oct. 3 

-en' s Soccer 
vs. Delaware, 7 p.m. 
Sports Backers Stadium 

Women's Soccer 
vs. Hofstra, 7 p.m. 
Hempstead, N.Y. 

Volleyball 
vs. George Mason, 7 p.m. 
Alltel Pavilion at Stuart C. Siegel 
Center 

Field Hockey 
vs. Towson, 7 p.m. 
Towson, Md. 

Saturday, Oct. 4 

Men's Rugby 
vs. Hampden-Sydney, 1 p.m. 
Leigh Street Field 

Volleyball 
vs. Towson, 7 p.m. 
Alltel Pavilion at Stuart C. Siegel 
Center 

Men's and Women's Cross Country 
East Carolina Invitational 
Greenville, N.C. 

Sunday, Oct. 5 

Men's Soccer 
vs. Towson, I p.m. 
SportS Backers Stadium 

Women's Soccer 
vs. Drexel, 1 p.m. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Field Hockey 
vs. Delaware, I p.m. 
Newark,Dei. 

For more information contact the 
VCU sports line: (804) 828-7000. 
VCU sporting events are free to stu
dents with a valid student !D. 

. The National Hockey 
League came to the 

Richmond Coliseum on 
Sunday night. Leam more 
about the game between 
the Nashville Pre~rs 

and the Atlanta Thrashers 
in Thursday's edition of the 

Commonwealth Times: 

SPORTS 

PAT KANE 
Associate Sports Editor 

but the Rams slipped by twice on Satur
day. 

A near-capacity crowd turned out to 
The VCU Rams beat the University of enjoy the Spiders' third 

Richmond Spiders 2-0 Saturday night, home game of the sea
establishing their dominance in son. Some Richmond 
Richmond's 2003 soccer food chain. The students brought cook
game, played at the Universi.ty of ware to bang on and 
Richmond' sFirstMarketStadiumontheir early in the game 
tree-strewn campus, brought the Rams chanted, "V -C-Who?" 
c1osertoparity in the 29 matches played to The referees became a 
date between the schools. Senior Mat- _ popular heckling target 
thew I:4olicatep<twered the seventh minute and a small group of 
of the second half, landing a penalty kick students entertained 
after one second and assisting senior themselves by antago
McColm Cephas' score 44 seconds later. nizing everyone on and 
The Rams are now 5-3 going into Friday' s around the field. 
first Colonial Athletic Association con- They called VCU's 
ference game against Delaware. VCU's long-haired RaJ)d y 
win leaves the Spiders 3-4-1 for the sea- Ugarte "MiJli Vanilli" 
son. and demanded, "Give 

VCU kept the Richmond's defense me your Grarnmy, you 
busy with fourteen shots, led by Delicate' s didn' tearn it !" Even the 
five and .McColm's four; senior Randy boys and girls on ball 
Ugarte managed two. Six Spider players A 4Uty didn't escape the 
could only muster one shot each in re: scathing criticisms. 
sponse. The Spiders seemed uneasy with The latest VCU
their lineup, making five substitutions to Richmond match puts 
the Rams' two. Richmond's Andre VCU in the enviable 
Townsend received the game's only yel- position of having won 
low card with 11 minutes on the clock. five of the last six 
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ended in a tie. With one more win, the 
. Ramswillevenoutthelong-runningRich

mond rivalry at 14-14-2. 

Spider Mike Nwaneri earned a shut-out matches wi th Rich- VCU's Stephen Shirley (20) tussles with 
during a Sept. 20 game against Fairfield mond; the sixth match Richmond's Eric Dutt (5) 

SPORTS IN BRIEF 
Women's soccer leaves 

-American scoreless with 
win 

The American University Eagles played 
the Rams Wednesday night at Sports Back
ers Stadium. The Rams came fresh off a 
win last week against Liberty. 

The first half was scoreless; numerous 
shots were taken, but to no avail. VCU 
took six shots while American fired off 
two. 

VCU made more shots during the sec
ondhalf, butdidn'tgetonepasttheEagles' 
goalkeeper until the 61st minute. Hedda 
Gardsjord, a sophomore, broke away from 
the Eagles and shot, but it was blocked. 
The rebound was recovered by Gardsjord, 
who fed the ball to Catherine Duchesne. 
Duchesne shot and scored and moved the 
Rams 1-0 over American. 

The Rams kept up the offensive pres
sure, taking seven more shots during the 
period. The strategy paid off when 
Duchesne assisted in a goal by Jen Parsons 
with 15:281eft on the clock. 

The Rams went on to win 2-0, record
ing their second consecutive shut -out win. 

From flews sources 

Parsons scored her sixth goal of the sea
son, while Chrissy Lloyd earned her 13th 
career shut out. ' 

Volleyball drops N.C. 
A&T 

On Tuesday evening the Rams took on 
North Carolina A&T at the Alltel Pavilion 
at the Siegel Center. 

VCU dominated all three matches, win
ning 30-17, 30-23 and 36~34. 

Junior'Lindi Sheppard racked up her 
500th assist of the year. J..aura Connel, 
VCU senior, eamed her ninth double
qouble of the season with 17 kills and 10 
digs. 

Wake Forest defeats 
Ram's field hockey 

TheColoniaiAthieticAssociAADn'sNo. 
1 ranked team, the Wake Fo~Demon . 
Deacons, proved to be too much for VCU. 
The Rams' season record moved to three 
win~ and four losses ' after a 8-0 home 
victory for Wake Forest. 

VCU goaltenders Abby Stiles andBecca 
Leuzzi made 10 saves combined for the 
day. 

Defending national champions, the 
Demon Deacons won their sixth consecu
tive game, remaining undefeated for the 
season. Wake Forest freshman Lauren 
Crandall earned a hat trick during the game. 
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spectrum 
Robbins takes life one sentence at a time 

MELISSA LYNCH 
Spectrum Editor 

''I'm like Wolfrrran Jack, I'm every
where," Tom Robbins, internationally
known author and VCU alumnus, said. 

Robbins, who has written seven nov
els, including "Even Cowgirls Get the 
Blues," as well as articles for Esquire, 
Playboy and Life magazines, will deliver 
the keyno~e address at the James River 
Writers Festival in October. He said he's 
not willing to slow down. 

Being around young ~ple helps him 
stay young, he said: "You don't want to 
start writing like an old fogy," he said 
over the phone from Washington state. 
"... (Young people) are so bright and 
honest it encourages me despite what I 
see on the news." 

Working with young people to im
prove their writing, such as at the writing 
festival, is one thing Robbins said he 
enjoys. . 

"You cannot teach anyone to write," 
he said, but you can "help them to focus 
it," if they have talent. Robbins worries 
that young writers are more conc~rned 
with finding a publisher then improving 
their writing. Instead of asking him how 

to get a publisher, they should ask him, 
"How can I get better?" he said. 

Robbins was born in North Carolina, 
but he grew up around Richmond. "Rich
mond as a whole 'was too conservative for 
my tastes," he said. 

However, after being at Washington 
and Lee University for two years, he said 
he enjoyed being at VCU, ·which was 
Richmond Professional Institute at the 
time. "It was a formative time in my life," 
he said. "I learned a lot (at RPI)." 

He mentioned more than once that 
Miles Woods' aesthetics class influenced 
him. In aildition, he got a great deal out of 
many ·classes at RPI. While at RPI, he 
majored in journalism and worked on the 
student newspaper, The Postscript. He 
wrote a column called "A Walk on the 
Wild Side," which focused on the arts at 
RPI. 

Robbins had no prob,lem with the tran
sition from journalistic writing to literary 
writing, he said. "A lot of my journalism 
was not particularly journalistic to begin 
with .. . . 

"It was always kind of a battle forme to 
stickto the facts," he said. He would rather 
write about truths. 

In 1999, Robbins donated boxes of 

handwritten manuscripts to VCU' s James style. "It flows from mY brain ... " he said. 
Branch Cabell Library. • "I just like to watch my ink soak into the 

"VCU asked) .nd I thought, well, if wood pulp." -
somebody wants them, that's the place Robbins is trying . .to put together a 
they ought to be," Robbins said. collection ofshortwntings and articles he 

The amount of concentration and fo- has written. He is also coming to Rich
cusittakesfor.Robbinstowriteanovelis mond next week for the James River 
exhausting, he said. He sets a goal for Writer's Festival and afundraiser to ben
himself of writing two pages a day when efit the James Branch Cabell Library. 
he's in the middle of a book. Robbins said he has tried to slow down 

"Ifeel like I've spent eight hours wres- before and has even said he would not 
tling with Xena, warrior princess," after write another novel, but then he wrote his 
writing for a day, he said. latest novel, "Villa Incognito." 

Robbins' meticulous method of writ- "I would like to think that I could stop 
-ing is unique. "I do go sentence by sen- writing," he said. 
tence, and I do try never to leave a sen
tenceuntil it ' s as good as I can makeit..." 
he said. "I write so slowly that I'm editing 
as I'm going along." 

. . He also writes every novel longhand 
without using a computer. He could never 
irnaginehimself using a computerto write, 
he said. ''Trying to write meaningful fic
tion and read meaningful fiction on a 
computer is like dining out at 
McDonald's," he said. 

Using a "slower, more painstaking ap
proach" would always be his method, he 
said. If he ever did use a computer to 
write, he said it would change his writing 
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Spectrum 
Zodiac Cookies 

Libra: The sky isn' t falling. In fact, you' re inexplicably rushing toward the sky. 
Scorpio: Look before you leap. Actually, maybe just look. 
Sagittarius: Don' t bite the hand that feeds you. It's not significantly tastier than the actual food. 
Capricorn: You're going to die. Eventually. Unless you're a vampire. 
Aquarius: You arechamiing and well-liked. Get lost and give the rest of us a chance. 

" 
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Pisces: Inner peace is, at best, a temporary condition. To achieve it, accidentally forget all of your due dates this semester. 
Aries: You' re fighting mad this week. I don' t know who "mad" is or whalhe ever did to you, but good luck. 
Taurus: Your voting for "Spectrum" in the Cornmonwealih Times' favorite-section poll will grant you good luck. 
Gemini: Burning a candle at hoth ends ,,!akes it very difficult to handle, creating a fire hazard. 

Zodiac Cookies 
Cancer : Remember, a zodiac Sign isn' t something to be taken literally, especially if you' re stuck with Cancer. 
Leo: Those headaches may be the result of those experiments the government did to you in your sleep, or they may be stress. Either way, take aspirin. 
Virgo: Beware of geeks bearing headles~.chickeris . 

WHILE 
Ylulerelut 
WWE SmackDown! 

Kurt Angle interrupts Vince McMahon as 
Vince tries to present the WWE Champion
ship title to Brock Lesnar. After attacking 
John Cena, Angle goes backstage to fmd 
Lesnar. Cena catches up to Angle and,attacks 
him from behind. 

Los Guerreros vs. Matt Hardy and Sh· 
annon Moore: Edctie Guerrero pins Moore. 
After the match, Hardy anacks Eddie. Charlie 
Haas also attacks Eddie. 

A-train calls out Chris Benoit and attacks 
him with a chair. 

Rey Mysterio vs. Tajiri: Tajiri uses mist 
to defeat Mysterio, making Tajiri the new 
Cruiserweight champion. 

Basham Brothers vs. Jamie Noble and 
Billy Gunn: Gunn is injured, so Jamie Noble 
has hired Bradshawtoreplacehim. Bradshaw 
delivers a Clothesline from Hell and is ahoul 
to end the match when Shanequa attacks 
Bradshaw, disqualifying the Basham Broth
ers. 

Charlie Haas vs. Eddie Guerrero: Be
fore the match, the Big Show rams Eddie's 
head into aring post. Eddiewins afiertricking 
Haas into hitting Eddie's title belt. 

Vince presents the WWE Championship 
title to Lesnar. The Undertaker rides to the 
ring and says he respects the title but not 
Lesnar. Stephanie McMahon walks to the 
ring and verifies that Lesnar' s opponent at No 
Mercy will be the Undertaker. Vince makes 
the first father-daughter match in WWE his
tory for No Mercy: Vince McMahon vs. 
Stephanie McMahon. 

CURLS 

By CAROLYN BELEFSKI 

Happenings 
Monday, Sept. 29 

Today and tomqrrow wiJlbeyour 
last chances to see the September 
ArtsExbibitsattheRichmondPub
lie Library downtown. E~bits fea
ture work from Jan VanAmburgh, 
Anna Evdokimova, Linda Shields 
and Jim Dongieux. 101 E. Main St 
646-4256 

Tuesday, Sept. 30 
Karen Gammon shows an exhibi

.tionofporti'aitstitled"Companions" 
at the Richmond S~A Tuesdays 
tbroughSundays until NovemberZl . 
2519 Hermitage Rd. 643-6785 • 

Wednesday, Oct. 1 
ElaineNeilOrrwillsigncopiesof 

ber book "Gods of Noonday: A 
WhiteGirl'sAfricanLife" atFoun
lain Bookstore at 6: 30 p.m. 1312 E. 
Cary St 788-1594 

Got something 
going on? Have the inside 
track on some hot info? E

mail Melissa at 
Iynchmd@vcu.edu 
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Gonewith 
the wind 
TERRY BURTON 

_ OpIEd Writer 

As the chorus to the song "Big Yellow 
Taxi" goes, "You don'tknow what you've 
got 'til it's gone." Thanks to Hurricane 
Isabel, yeU students have recently re
ceived two opportunities to realize the 
truth of this statement. 

The first and most ob
vious realization came 
with the loss of power and! 

. orwaterformany students 
for several days. The sec
ond loss for yeU students 
isthatoftheReadingDays, 
previously scheduled for 
Oct. 16 and 17. 

Dominion Yirginia Power has restored 
power to approximalely 75 percent of the 
affected areas-according to their Web site, 
WWW;dollLcom; 25 percent of tile atIected 
areas inay remain ill the dadcuntil as late as 
Oct 3. You may wonder wby Ibat other 25 
percent is important, especially since it 
seems that many of the students on or 
around campus have had service restored. 

Aside from the fact that no one enjoys 
the feeling of being powerless, yeU is 
home to a large population of commuter 
students. These students may have to deal 
with the same assignments as the rest of us 
without the advantage of working on them 
at home if computers are needed or if the 
work would lead late into theevening. This 
means added stress and burden for these 
individuals who did nothing to deserve it in 
the flrst place. 

Aside from the problems of having to 
flnd locations to do work where there is 
light, and the issue of living off non-perish
able foods until refrigeration is once again 
available to them, it's just not fun to sit 
around in the dark while other people have 
power. I, personally, never realized how 
much I took electricity for granted until I 
found myself glaring at the houses across 
the street that had power these past few 
nights, while I sat in my darkened apart
ment trying to study by flashlight. 

Even if you discount the inconvenience 
to other students in having to flnd some- . 
where lit to work, there is further compli
cation in these areas still without power. 
Streetlights may not be working whiCh 
makes travel, especially later at night, more 
dangerous. Even in areas where the power 
has been largely restored there are spots 
where the lights don' t work. This creates a 
hazard for those wishing to go out any
where. Of course, knowingRichmonddriv
ers, I can' t say that it' s that much safer 
when the streetlights are working. 

Perhaps more pertinent to most yeu 
students is the second loss we've experi
enced thanks to Hurricane Isabel, namely 
our fall break, or Reading Days. 

~ . 
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o PIED 

.... 
By MATT MACHADO 

From acel'tain perspective, I can under
stand why the administration . canceled 
them. On a more visceral student level I 
dOl) ' tbelieve that this was the propercourse 
of action . . 

Most students who've been here longer 
than the fIrst -year class may remember the 
frustration.that set in this time of year when 
other schools in the state had fall breaks 
while we resolutely trudged along until 
December. If your memory's really good 
you might even remember·.campaigning 
SGA representatives promising to work 
towards getting a fail break on the calendar 
at yeU and, like myself, you may have 
been happy for the two days that appeared 
on the calendar this fall as Reading Days. 

The administration' s unilateral decision 
to revoke those days undermines the idea 
that we as students have a voice and are 
capable of making our concerns known to 
those in power. 

The students atyeU areadults,justlike 
those running the administration, and yet 
in not even ' asking our opinion on the 
cancellation they show that they do not 
view us as equals, but rather as children 
whose voices can be ignored or silenced. 

This is not the case. Each one of us has 
a voice and we can make ourselves heard. 
If you don' tapproveofthe administration's 
actions, or eve.n if you do, you can write to 
individuals in the administration, such as 
yeu President EugeneP. Trani, and make 
your views known. I know that feelings are 
running high on fbis issue and I personally 
think the administration has made a mis
take in canceling the hard-won reading 
days. 

However, if you do decide to make your 
views known and your voice heard, please 
be sure to demonstrate the maturity that the 
administration doesn' t believe we have. 
Let's prove them wrong. 

Want to reach the student bo~ 
ofVCm 

Advertise with 
The Commonwealth TImes 

THE Commonn ealth 

TIlVIES 
DEVON MARROW 

Executive EdiJor 

PATRICK RYAN 
Op/Ed EdiJor 

WRITERS 
IMic::nael Dlc~mson • Terry Burtor 

Alexander Marra . Ariane Pearl 
Jeffrey Z. -Qureshi 

TheopinioosectionofTheCom
monweaUh Times is a forum open 
to the public. Virginia Common
wealth University students, faculty 
andadministratorsareencouraged 
to submit letters and columns ex
pressing their opinions and con
cerns. The opinions expressed are 
those or individual writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or 
YCU. Editorials represent the in· 
stitutional opinion of the Common
wealth Times. 
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