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Are you a Westlndian student? Maybe What's VCU's master site plan? Do you Would you like to learn about a wide vari-
ety of university programs? Maybe not, but not, but there's a West Indian Student know? Maybe not, but it sounds intriguing, 
there's a slew of information sessions about Union Social at 7 p.m. in the University doesn't it? There's a VCU Master Site 

Plan meeting today at 1 p.m. in Capital II wide variety of university programs rang-Student Commons. Food and beverages 
ing from chemistry to journalism. Some are will be ayailable. Unfortunately, no con- Ballroom D of the University Student Com-
being held in the University Student Com-tact information is available. 

Recycle this Newspaper! 

~ 
l~J~ . 

For recy~ ~rmation 
vis.it: www.vcu.edlilrecycling 

mons. Sponsored by University Commons 
mons, some in the T. Edward Temple Building and Activities. For mOJe information, con-

tact 828-6500. ~ . and some ~e Oliver Hall Building. For 

Spanish AOL 
debuts 

America Online .has intro: 
duced a Spanish verSion of its 
popular Internet service. AOL 
Latino is wholly in Spanish and 
joins the ranks of other Spanish­
language versions of Internet 
services such as Yahoo! Inc.'s 
Yahoo! E n Espimol. An AOL 
spokesman said AOL Latino 
staffs more than a dozen em­
ployees but fewer than 100. The 
Hispanic population is the 
United States' largest minority 
group and is growing at nearly 
four times the rate of the overall 
population. 

Robot vacuum 
cleans house 

German company Alfred 
Kaercher GmbH announced a 
new cleaning robot, the 
RoboCleaner RC3000.1t moves 
around a floor betWeen rooms, 
vacuuming up dust and dirt. It 
.knows to stop before tumbling 
down stairs, and when its stor­
age is full or its battery is dead it 
empties itself and recharges. The 
only work required by its hu­
man owner is turning the power 
switch on and moving it be­
tween floors if necessary. How­
ever, the RoboCleaner RC3000 
has a principal drawback that 
could di scourage would-be 
technophiles - a $ l ,500 price 
tag. 

CNN, Fox News in 
phone duel 

CNN commentator Tucker 
Carlson purported to give out 
his home phone number upon 
request while defending 

more information contact 828·6007 or go to 
http://www.pubinfo.vcu.edulcalendar/online 
and click on the link for Oct. 4. 

telemarketers on a segment of 
"Crossfire" lastweek. However, 
the number he actUally gavewas 
for the Washington bureau of 
Fox News - arivalofCNN. Fox 
retaliated by publishing 
Carlson's unlisted home num­
ber on its Web site, leading to a 
wave of obscene phone calls to 
the CNN commentator's wife. 
Carlson apologized for his stunt 
on air. A Fox spokeswoman said 
Carlson deserved what hap­
pened. 

Deputy mimic 
caught nearly 2 

years later 

Jeremy Lepianka, 22, ofSyra­
cuse, N.Y. was arraigned Sun­
day on charges of impersonat­
ing a police officer, criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
criminal possession of a nox­
ious substance, pepper sPray, 
after what he said was nearty 2 
years of pretending to be a 
sheriffs deputy. Lepianka was 
caught after he pulled oyer a 
pickup truck and then called for 
police backup after the truck 
fled the scene. He told investi­
gators he had been volunteering 
as a deputy and had mainly dealt 
with traffic violations. 

No permission 
needed for Chinese 

to marry 

As of Wednesday, Chinese 
couples no longerneed their em­
ploye.rs ' pennission to get mar­
ried. The new rules took effect 
on China' s National Day, a 
popular day for weddings. The 
old rules stem from a time when 
nearly all Chinese worked for 
the government orin communes 

and needed their employers' per­
mission to travel around. 

World record set for 
M8cM eating 

Jim Hager of Oakland, Calif., 
all but officially seta world record 
Sunday for eating 115 M&Msin 
3 minutes - one at a time, with 
chopsticks. In order to be offi­
cially recognized, and therefore 
earn a place in the Guiness Book 
of World Records, the M&M­
gobbling-event organizers must 
send videotapes, photos and wit­
ness statements to Guiness. 
Kathryn Ratcliffe of England 
previously held the record. for 
eating 112 Smarties. 

Girl alone for 3 
weeks 

A 2-year-old girl was found 
alone in her apartment after 
spending nearly three weeks 
there. She survived on ketchup, 
mustard and food she found in 
the refrigerator and kitchen cup­
boards , Jacksonville, Florida 
police said Tuesday. 

The toddler's father found the 
girl Monday wrapped in a towel 
in an infant's bathtub in her 
mother's apartment. 

The mother, Dakeysha Telita 
Lee, 20, was arrested on Sept. 10 
on an aggravated ·battery charge 
and is now also charged with 
child abuse for not telling the 
police she had left the girl alone 
at home. 
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SGA welcomes 20 senators this fall 
JONATHAN ROBBINS 
Staff Writer 

Twenty. 
That's the number of senators sworn 

intotheStudentGovernmentAssociation 
Monday night despite being disrupted 

by :lt~~~~eru.Shed campaigns. 

. I sabe l di s rupted 
Intern e t 
connec tions and 
power supplies, 
making it difficult 
for VCU students to 
access the online 
voting Web site, the SGA moved the 
e lections f rom Monday through 
Wednesday to Wednesday through 
Friday. SGA adviser Tim Reed said the 
hurricane gave 'candidates less than a 
week to campa ign plus a llowed 
candidates to campaign on the fLrst day 
of the e lections. 

Samantha Marsh , SGA's executive 
director of university relations, said there 
were some difficulties organizing the 
fall election. 

" It was really hard for us to get on the 
ball and have an election this early in the 
year," she said. 

Typically, the SGA conducts elections 
during the spring semester. The senate, 
which consists of 50 seats, needs a 
majority to.pass legislation and conduct 
its business. However, with 20 positions 
empty because of resignations and low 
numbers of people seeking office last 
spring, the SGA was forced to hold 
elections this semester, said Reed , who 
is also the director of U niversity Student 
Commons and activities. 

Zmarak Khan, SGA president, said 
he would like to see a fully staffed SGA 
after next spring's elections. 

"We do hopethatwewill have enough 
candidates funning that all the 50 
positions for the senate and the executive 
branch would be filled," he said. 

Tin Myint; SGA 's director of 
elections, provided a li st of the 20 
candidates sworn in last week. Ofthe20: 
' 13 represent the College of Humanities 
and Sciences, four represent the School 
of Engineering, two represent the School 
of Business and one represents the School 

of Nursing. 
Kirsten Hirsch, adviser for SGA' s 

publicity committee and VCU ' s 
assistant director for information and 
off-campus student affairs, said she was 
satisfied with the diversity of students 
who applied. 

"Any time you can widen the breadth 
of your senate it speaks to ha;w well of a 
job you ' re doing representing your 
constituents," she said. 

Nonetheless, Khan said he would 
like to work with the legislative branch 
to recruit an even more diverse pool of 
applicants to fill SGA positions. 

"I was rather disappointed that the 
candidates were not that diverse" for 
last week's election, Khan said. "I think 
diversity is important because the way 
people grow up - they bring perspectives 
into life and that includes student 
government." 

In addition to swearing in the senators, 
Khan named Hitesh Patel the acting 
vice president. During the next month 
Khan officially will recommend Patel 
as the permanent vice president and the 
senate will vote on that. 

Regardless of the problems, voter 
turnout was comparable to a normal 
election, said Khan. Hirsch said Reed 
reported that 594 students cast their votes. 

VCU' officials support nixing 'reading days' 
TANJA ZLATKOVIC 
News Co-Editor 

The cancellation of the fall "reading 
days" motivated some students to quickly 
voice their opinions in disagreement with 
the administration's decision to proceed 
with c lasses on Oct. 16 and 17 . 
Nevertheless, VCU officials said they are 
confident their decision was proper based 
on the circumstances they faced. 

"When we look at our calendar we try 
to ensure that we have 15 weeks of 
instruction," said Roderick McDavis, 
provost and vice president for academic 
affairs. ' 'That' s the key." 

Since no inclement-weather days are 
incorporated into the semester schedule, 
he said, the two "reading days" posed the 
best option on how to regain the lost 
instructional days. Even though the fall 
semester began two days early to enable 
the longer weekend in October, the 
Academic Campus was closed for three 
days - sti ll leaving one missed day. 

Support to make up the lost time during 
Hurricane Isabel came also from faculty. 

"We have an obligation to cover all of 
the material in the course," said Judith 
Lewis, president of the faculty senate and 
professor for maternal child nursing. "For 
thoseofuson theMCV campus who don't 
have the ability to recapture those two 
days ... we are scrambling to find ways to 
provide the students with the missed 

material." 
The "reading days" were o nly 

irnplementedon the Academic Campus. It 
would be easier, she said, if faculty at 
MCV had the option to restore theirmissed 
days. . 

"I hardly can walk into a classroom and 
tell my students, 'We' ll just skip over 
lungs,' " she said. 

Recovering the hours of class is also 
tied to the amount of financial aid an 
institution receives. Although state 

financial aid is solely based on the total 
·studentneed,fmancial aid from the federal 
government is based on specific 
regulations of academic requirements. The 
number of weeks in an academic semester 
is part of those requirements. 

"The entire academic year has to be 30 
weeks," said ZitaBarree, senior associate 
director of University Financial Aid'. " In 
order for an institution to be eligible to 
receive federal financial aid funding, it 
has to follow the regulations." . 

Typically, if universities cancel classes 
for an extended period of time they can 
make up that lost time by implementing 
longer class periods, longer semesters, 
Saturday classes or - they proceed with 
classes during days previously scheduled 
otherwise. . 

Henry Rhone, vice provost for student 
affairs, said, ''Throughout the slate you 
will see different ways on how institutions 
will resolve this loss of time. What we did 
is just pick one option." 

Even though the Federal government 
stipulates a certai n number of days 
specificall y required for class time, 
institutionsin Virginia vary in the length of 
theirsemesters. University of Virginia, for 
instance, has 66 instructional days during 
the fall semester whereas VCU has 72. 
The reason for this difference stems from 
how institutions count their instructional 
days, McDavis said. UV A counts 
Saturdays as instructional days, which 
offsets the required IS-week semesters. 

"B u t ei ther way," McDavis said, "if you 
are going to lead with something, then why 
not lead with the number of instructional 
days? We think that's a good thing." . 

Another key point, he said, is that Oct. 
16 and 17 were days designed to give. 
students the option to catch up on their 
school work - at school or elsewhere. 

Lewis agreed adding that the reading 

READING continued to Page 7 

" .. 
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SPRING BREAK 2004! Travel with BLV! Help wanted to work in Richmond area 
America's Best Student Tour Operator! 1a- farmer's market and bazaars in Richmond to 
maica, Caneuo, Acapulco, Bahamas, Honda. seU jams,jellies, pickled food, and baked goods. 
SeU Trips, Earn Cash, Travel Free! Must be very reliable. dependable, enjoy work-
Call 1-800-733-6347 ing with people, and have own transportation . 
www.beachlifevacations.com Good pay and gas money. Call Ralph at 754-

7135. 

Doyouneedaclarinet? Ihaveone with Moennig Movie Extras! Model Needed. No Exp. Re-
barrels, wool cover, and double case. Call 692-
5129 or e-mail omaryak@aol.com 

quired, aU looks & ages. Earn $100-$500 a 
day 1-888-820-0167 ex. U I62 

Program consultant: To provide Girl SeO\\t VisalMaster Card approval agents earn $1000 
program to girls not served by traditional a week potential. No experience necessary. call 
troops. $8.00 - $1O.OOIhour, 4-8 hours/week. 1-800-821-3416 ext. 297 
Send resume to: Girl Scout Council , Attn: 
AnnetteCousin~. Box 548, Mechanicsville, 

PRSSA VA 2311 I. 
Make friends and meet influential people! Be-

SpriogBreak2004. Travelw/STS,America's 
come a mernber ofVCU'schapter. It wiJJ enhance 

#1 student tour operator. 
yourresumc. Questions? Email torrezpl @vcu.edu. 

Jamaica, Canclln, Acapulco, Bahamas, & 
Florida. 

Happy Birthday Andrew! Hiring on-<:ampus reps. Call for discounts. 
1.800.648.4849 or www.ststravel.com 

Urban Coyote~ ~ 
Coyotes are versatile, clever, sociable animals. They are expanding their 
range and are now fOWld in 49 states, including urban areas from Los 
Angeles to New York City. Attempts to control or eradicate them have 
repeatedly failed. Urban Coyotes are adult Americans whose souls and 
spirits stay untamed and free. The urban coyotes program is fiercely 
dedicated to getting you tools to preserve your values, not handing you 
someone else's irip. Training held Monday nights at 7:30 from Oct 13 to 
Dec 15 on West Franklin Street. Unique skill-building. More details at 

httD:I/www.urbancoyotes.org or phone353-0110. 
"We 'lYi1l-- we will - rock you!" --Freddie Mercury, 1977 

F F 
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Date: * Address : _________ * F E-mail: ________ F 
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GRC evacuates during storm. 
CHARLonE SHILLING Be ASHLEY 
TOWNSEND 
News Writers 

--..False flre alarm calls can be big 
enough problernson their own, but when 
they occur during potentiall y dangerous 
we<\therconditions- such as Hurricane 
Isabel - they can be even worse. 

Students evacuated the Gladding 
Residence Center in response to a flre 
alarm at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 18, 
during pouring rain and raging winds. 
Jamal Brooks-Hawkins, res ident 
director, saidbetween200and400GRC 
residents evacuated when the alarm 
rang. 

Fourteen resident advisers directed 
wind-whipped students to the fust floor 
of the West Main Street Parking Deck 
for shelter. Undernorma1circurnstances, 
GRC students evacuate to Monroe Park. 
Although unco;ruortable, many students 
gathered safely in the parking deck whi)e 
RAs maintained order. 

Bernard Mann, director of housing, 
said rain seepage caused a glitch in the 
alarm system this time, but Brooks­
Hawkins blamed student pranks for the 
two preceding alarms . . 

'System malfunction was not an 
option for the flfst two because of 
tampering and pull station damage. 

Student resentment toward frequent 
alarms could lead to reluctance to evacuate, 
Brooks-Hawkins said. The alarm during 
the hurricane is the third such incident 
since the beginning offall semester, a rate 
equivalent to an average of· one alarm 
every 13 days. . 

"If someone does pull a fife alarm and 
it is really happening, it only takes one 
time," he said. 

Some student comments seemed to 
echo Brooks-Hawkins' concern. 

"I wasn' t going to leave because it 
happens all the time," Denise Brinkley, 
flfSt-yearpolitical science major, said . "I 
thought it was one of those pranks that 
these immature people pull .:. Personally, 
I was ticked off." 

Some students seemed mostly 
inconvenienced by the ample amounts of 
rain Isabel delivered to the area. 

Kimberly Koskamp and Kevin 
Zimmerman, medical illustration majors, 
spotted a small group of students in 
.Monroe Park after the alarm. 

Zimmerman said that most of them 
were on the sidewalk wondering what to 
do. Already soaked and wanting 10 avoid 
the crowded parking deck, Zimmerman 
and Koskamp braved the storm and walked 
to the Hibbs Building in search of food . 

Koskamp said, "My roommates were 
in there. They were pretty unhappy, soaked 
and wet." . 

Mark Tompkins, a business major, 
walked over without a shirt on so that 
he' d have something dry to wear when 
he got to a dry shelter. 

Some students said the wait outside 
the GRC before police and fife authorities 
approved their return lasted only 15 
minutes. Others remember a more 
lengthy stay. 

Mann, who evacuated ~e parking 
deck, said he waited two hours. 

Sensing student frustration, Brooks­
Hawkins and other resident authorities 
decided to act and called a fue-alarm 
forum. Students and RAs planned to 
di scuss -the problem and various 
approaches to a resolution. 

However, the same storm that set off 
the third fife alarm has also set back the 
fust forum meeting, originally scheduled 
for Monday, Sept. 22. Brooks-Hawkins 
said he plans to reschedule the meeting 
for next week, and university officials 
areconsidering security measures to catch 
future false-alarm culprits, 

As one option, a powder only visible 
under a black light would rub off onto the 
offender's hand and authorities could 
apprehend the offender by scanning 'the 
hands of students as they re-enter the 
building. 

According to the 2002 -2003 
University Housing Occupancy Report, 
GRC houses 850 students at full house. 

The Commonwealth Tunes • 5 

Crime Log 

Sept. 25 

Male arrested on West Franklin 
Street for possession of marijuana. 

Sept. 26 

Female arrested on West Grace 
Street for unlawful wounding. 

Male arrested on North Harrison 
Street for being drunk in public. 

Female arrested on West Main 
and Monroe streets for driving 
under the influence of drugs and 
possession of marijuana. 

Sept. 27 

Female student at the Pollak 
Building on North Harrison Street 
advised that on Sept. 24 a known 
person threatened her. -

Male employee at the Hibbs 
Building on Park Avenue advised 
that on Sept. 26 an unknown 
person damaged state property, 
total value unknown, 

Male arrested on East Leigh 
Street for driving under the 
influence .. 

Two males arrested on West 
Grace Street for possession of 
marijuana. 

Male arrested at the Main 
Hospital on East Marshall Street 
for trespassing. 

Male arrested at Capital Garage 
Apartments on West Broad Street 
for underage possession of alcohol. 

Sept.,28 

Female student at West Broad 
Street Housing on West Broad 
Street advised that on Sypt. 27 a 
known person threatened her. 

Person arrested on North Morris 
and West Main streets for 
possession of marijuana. 

Sept. 29 

Male at I Lot on North 7th 
Street advised that a known person 
damaged state property, total value 
unknown. 

Female at Main Hospital on 
East Marshall Street advised that 
on Sept. 28 a person(s) removed 
personal property from an 
unsecured location, total value 
$255. 

Sept. 30 

Male at 11th and Marshall 
streets advised that on Sept. 29 an 
unknown person resisted arrest, 
drove recklessly and attempted to 
elude a police officer. 

_ _ _ _ _ _. _____ L--_______ ----l 
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GET PAID TO 
GO TO SCHOOL. 
TALK ABOUT 
ROLE REVERSAL •. ~ · 

The U.S. Air Force will pay for you to continue your education 
while you serve your country as a nurse. Through selection into 

the Air Force Institute of TechnoLogy program. you could earn 
your advanced degree in as little as two years and get paid to do 
it. You"ll be part of an elite team of medical pro,fessionals who 
have ct,osen to serve their country in this proud institution. 
To tearn more about Air Force Nursing. please visit airforce.com 

or call 1 .aOO .423. USAF to request more information. 

U. ...... R PORe. 

LSAT 

higher GMAT 

test scores, 
. guaranteed 

GRE 

MCAT 

OAT 

OAT' 

or your money b~ck" 
Attend all required classes or make-up sessions , complete all 
scheduled tests. and do your homework. It your score doesn't 
Improve on test day from your Kaplan diagnostic or a prior official 
test score, you can choose to repeat our program for free or get a 
full refund of you r tuition~' It's that simple. 

Visit our table outside the 
VCU Commons on 9/4, 9/8 
and 9/161 Classes start 
soon! 

·-To be ell&ibtc rOr' this ortcr. yOu mu~t be 
e::nrolled 11'1 KaplElB', tuJl ,Ie4,room. tut(lntlR, 
or online COU~!I-_ In addition, )'OU must 
preseM a COP'l ot)'OUt olficlal score repon 
afld yotw' coUl'$e m .. ~erta's within 90 d8';S. 

World Leader In Test Prep 
and Admissions 

4:f!'a'7'~' 
1·S 0 0·K Ap · TES T 

kaptest.com 

One day first jumps, and a staff dedicated to keeping you and your 

fellow stud.ents sky diving at 

SKY DIVE ORANGE 

. .~~ ~e 

Free fall almost a minute~~~' ~~~V ~ 
from 2 I /~ miles h igh ~ .' - (:j:--__ ::::')::> 

from our 22 Jumper aircraft . .. c:?.-<~- ,,~ 
o n your brsi skydlve - .. ~ '-----

"~~~3'" 

(540) 943-6587 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS 

1(877)348-3759 
«lI77) dive-s!<y) 

Complete information on: www.skydiveorange.com 
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Auditor's office 
begins Trani review 
MATT BUSSE 
News Co-Editor 

Tbeofficeofthe state's auditorof 
public accounts has begun its review 
of material alleging that VCU's 
President TranI misused state 
resources, said Waller Kucharski, 
auditor of -public accounts. 

The review process could take 
"up to a couple of months ," 
Kucharski said, depending on the 
content of the documents. 

"We have started to do our own 
work," he said. "Wben we get done, 
we will be releasing a report withour 
findings." 

According to its Web site, the 
Code of Virginia stipulates thaI the 
auditor of public accounts, or the 
superintendent of police, determines 
methods of investigation "upon the 
discovery of circumstances 
suggesting a reasonable possibility 
that a fraudulent transaction has 
occurredinvolvingfundsorpropeity 
under the control of any state 
department, conn. officer. board, 
commission, institution or other 
agency of the Commonwealth." 

"If, at any time, the Auditor of 
Public Accounts discovers any 
unauthorized, illegal, irregular; or 
unsafe haridling or expenditure of 

... statefunds,orifcomestohisattention 
that any unauthorized, illegal, or 
unsafe handling or expenditure of 
state funds is contemplated but not 
consummated, he shall promptly 
report the·facts to the Governor, the 
Joint Legislative Audit and Review 
Commission and the Comptroller," 
the Code states. 

Trani wrote in an e-mail Sept. 17 
. that material had beel) recei ved by 
• the university alleging a misuses of 
state resources by him. Tbe material 
also contained personal attacks 
againsthis wife, Lois, and his family, 
and was thought to have been 
delivered by people who had worked 
in the office of the president. 

In a later interview with The 
Commonwealth Times, Trani said 
he had only seen a sample of the 
material containing the allegations. 

"As best as has been explained to 
me," he said, "it (the allegations) has 
to do with use of time." 

Judith Lewis, president · of the 
Faculty Senate, sai<) the Senate was 
not concerned about the allega.tions 
and did not plan to take any action 
regarding them. 

"It's (!he investigation) not ours 
to do anything with," she said. 
"President Trani is a wonderful 
leader and we' re confldentin his 
integrity." 
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NEWS 

Campusfood.com's Free Food Tour '03 coming 
MEUSSA DANCE 
Stoff Writer 

The idea of free food generates appeal , 
especially among college students. 

Free Food Tour ' 03, a promotion 
sponsored by Campusfood.com, provides 
the ppportunityfor students to receive one 
free food item per order at participating 
restaurants. The offer is limited to one 
selected item on the menu . • -". 

The tour arrives Oct. 6 in the VCU area 
andruns fortwoweeks. The tour is making 
its way through campuses across the East 
Coast and Midwestem states. 

In Richmond, the promotion will be 
active at Pizza Movers and Cal zones 
situated at 223 Grace St., Pizza and Philly 
Steak, situated at 1800 E. Main St., and 
Wan Jinglou, located at 1808 Creighton 
Road. 

. Another local restaurant featured on 
the Web site, but not offering free food is 
China King. 

Campusfood.com is an Internet food­
ordering network that specializes in 
delivery or pick-up from eateries located 
near college campuses. 

The Web site, which describes itself as 
a "virtual food court marketplace," features 
interactive menus and connects more than 
1,000 restaurants to 200 universities. 

The searchable database allows 
students to select their school and then 
choose from a list of participating 
businesses. . 

Ismael Archbold , marketing 
coordinator for Campusfood.com, said 
the free food promotion began earlier this 
year and will be featured at 80 colleges. 

The ordering service was created in 
1997 as an answer to problems associated 
with phone orders, AJio:hbold said. 

"The CEO and president, Michael 
Saunders, came up with the idea when he 
was a college student," he said. "He always 
got busy signals when he tried to order 
food and he noticed that language barriers 
were a problem, so he set out to create an 
easier method." 

VCU is the first stop in Virginia on the 
Free Food Tour. Other schools receiving 
a visit include University of Virginia, 
University of Richmond, Virginia Tech 
and the College of William and Mary. 

The promotion is a partnership with the 
local restaurants and has nothing to do 
with the actual universities, Archbold said. 

So is this promotion considered 
competition? 

Timothy Reed , director of the 
University Student Commons and 
Activities, said that he' s not familiar with 
Campusfoods.com but he doesn't see it as 

a threat to VCU Dining Services. 
"In the long run this won't affect our 

business," Reed said. "We actually try to 
promote local restaurants, especially 
during Open House, because the dining 
services in the commons can't possibly 
satisfy everyone." 

Several local restaurants agreed that 
this promotion probably wouldn't be seen 
as a threat to .their business. 

Andy Hill , a cook at Cary town Burgers 
and Fries, said it all depends on what 
people want to eat. 

"1 wouldn't worry too much about it,· 
we do the besijob we possibly can and we 
specialize in certain types of food ,» Hill 
said. "Our food is more home-style and 
some people prefer that over pizza and 
Chinese food. 

Scott Layton, an associate at PapaJohns 
at 1200 W. Main St., said he didn' t think 
business would suffer because they 
provide a similar service. 

"We feature online ordering too and 
we generally have a big population of 
customers that are college students, so I 
doubt our business will be affected," 
Layton said. 

Free Food Tour '03 runs until Nov. 12, 
but Camj:lUsfoods.com can be accessed 
and used as long as the restaurants are 
open. 

READING continuedfrom Page 3 

days were "not conceived of as a mid­
semesler vacation but rather as two days to 
allow students time for reading and work 
on course assignments." 

Students who already made travel 
arrangements, which cannot be reversed, 
are encouraged to speak 10 their faculty 
members about making up the class 
material they would miss during those two 
days. In a letter to the student body, 
McDavis said thatf?~ulty was asked notto 
schedule any exams during that time . 

"We were as flexible as we can be," 
McDavis said. "That is a compromise, if 
you will, instead of saying that no excuses 
will be accepted for those days." 

Even so, one aspect of the decision­
making process that will change in the 
future is the consultation of the other 
constituents of the university before a final . 
decision is made. 

The administration made the decision 
to cancel the "reading days" on Sept. 22. 
They informed faculty via e-mail the same 
day but students were not notified until 
Sept. 26. 

"Consulting SGA and faculty senate 
would have been useful , but my sense is 
that those who made the decision would 
still support the same decision," McDavis 
said. The circumstances of the storm and 
e lectricity outages made the 
communication more difficult, he said, 
but in the future those two bodies of the 
university will be included in the decision- . 
making. 

... , 
......... ..a. ... 
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Platoon 
L eaders 

Class 

PLC is a high-inten­
sity internship where 
you attend paid train­
ing over the summer 

for 6-10 weeks. 

We develop and 
evaluate your Leader­
ship and Management 

Skills 

Upon cOInpletio:i1 of summer training you 
return to college to complete your degree. Upon 
graduation from college, you decide wheth~r to 
accept a commission as a Second Lieutenant in 

the United States Marine Corps. 

Wha t we guarantee: 

-Unsurpassed leadership arid 
management training. 

-Pilot and ground positions. 
-Esprit de Corps, arid pride in a unique 

accomplishment. 
-Competitive salaries for summer training. 

-Financial assistance for your remaining 
. time in college. 

-For qualified aviation officer candidates, free 
flying lessons upon completion of training 

What we look for: 

-Men and women who aspire to lead. 
-Men and women, freshmen through seniors. 

-Men and women who enjoy tough mental and 
physical challenges. 

-Americans who want to belong to an elite 
organization that prides itself on honor, courage ' 

and s~rvice to your country. 

You can contact Captain Michael E. Ceres or 
Staff Sergeant Sherri Runge at (800) 552-9548 for 

more information, or visit our website 
www.marineo(ficer.com 

Tllwsday, OctolMr 2, 2003. 

MR. IlLACK: ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES 

TAKE NOTES. OCTOBER 3. 

We want to h~ar from. you! 

Send your comments and letters to 
ctvcu@hotmail.com. 
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Upcoming Sports 

Even~s 

Frida Y. Oct. 3 

Men's Soccer 
vs. Delaware, 7 p .11) . 

tadium Sports Backers S 

Women' s Soccer 
vs. Hofstra, 7 p. m. 
Hempstead, N.Y. 

Volle):'ball 
vs. George Maso n, 7p.m. 
Alltel Pavilion at Stuart C. Siegel Cen-
ter 

Field Hocke):, 
vs. Towson, 7 p. m . 
Towson, Md. 

Saturd ay. Oct. 4 

Men's Rugb):' 
vs. Hampden-Sy doey, I p.m. 

y,.Ya. Hampden-Sydoe 

Volle):'ball 
vs. Towson, 7 p. m. 
Alltel Pavilion at Stuart C. Siegel Cen-
ter 

Men's and Worn en' s Cross Country 
vitational East Carolina In 

Greenville, N.C. 

Sunda y. Oct. 5 

Men's Soccer 
vs. Towson, 1 p. m. 

tadium Sports Backers S 

Women 's Socce 
vs. Drexel, I p.m 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Field Hocke):' 
vs. Delaware, 1 p.m. 
Newark, Del. 

For ilion' inli.rmationl'Ontact the 
\ (,l sports line: I NO-l I N2N-7000. 
\ ('1 sporting e' ents are th'e to stu­
dents \lith a ,alid student ID. 

Do yOU. know ~ a sports 
event that deserves 

coverag&? 
E-mail Tyler COoper at 

, coopetltOVCU,.edu 
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SPORTS 
Atlanta thrashes Predators 
Exhibition match decided in sudden-death overtime 
TYLER COOPER 
Sports Editor 

Zambonis, oversized sweaters, Cana­
dian beer and an icy rink meanfbne thing 
for Richmond Saturday night: hockey sea­
son is ready to start. 

A new local hockey team, the Rich­
mond RiverDogs, brought two National 
Hockey League teams, the Nashville 
Predators and the Atlanta Thrashers, to the 
RichmOIid Coliseum fora preseason exhi­
bition game. The crowd of 3,507 cheered 
both teams as they skated onto the ice. 

Rink attendants rolled out the red car­
pet for the ceremonial puck drop. Two 
soldiers from the U.S. Army's S2nd Air­
borne Division, whom had just returned 
from service in Afghanistan, signaled the 
start of gameplay. 

Tempers flared early in the game. The 
Predator's Tomas Kloucek and Atlanta' s 
Francis Lessard dropped their gloves at 
9:53 and pounded on each other until the 
referees could safely break them up. Both 

players received five-minute penalties for 
fighting and Atlantareceived an extra two 
minutes for roughing. 

No goals were scored during the first 
period, despite the n~rous attempts 
taken by both teams. The Preda-
tors outshot the Thrashers with 
eight shots on goal, while At­
lanta managed six. 

Less than two minutes had 
passegin the second period when 
Vyacheslav Kozlov brought At­
lanta into the lead 1-0 with the goal. 
Nashville continued to search for the back 
of the net, but came up short throughout 
the last IS minutes. 

The speed of the players quickened and 
the hits came harder during the third pe­
riod. Nashville' s Scott Hartnell evened 
the score I-I at 9: IS and just over one 
minute later Atlanta moved abead2-1 on 
a power play goal. 

The Thrasbers allowed the Predators 
another chance when a double minor high­
sticking penalty gave Nashville four min-

utes to even the score. Vladimir Orszagh 
tied the score 2-2 with his power-play 
goal. 

One minute remained in regulation 
when Nashville' s left wing Hartnell was 
sent to the penalty box for holding. 

Regulation time expired with the 
Nashville penalty still linger­
ing. Overtime would last five 
minutes or until a player scored. 

Ittook53 seconds for Atlanta' s 
Koslov to feed a shot to a wide-

open Dany Heatley, who blasted the 
game-winning shot past the slow hand of 
goalie Tomas Vokoun. 

The fans filed out of the stadium, satis­
fied but awaiting the return of a Richmond 
hockey team. 

The RiverDogs will play their first ex­
hibition game at 7:35 p.m., Oct. 17 at the 
Coliseum. 

VCU's hockey club began their season 
Sept. 19. The next home game is sched­
uled Oct. 10 against Temple University. 

This weekend's forecast: Broncos assert supremacy 
BY RAJ SETHI 
Sports Writer 

Game of the Week: Denver Broncos( 4-
0) at Kansas City Chiefs( 4-0). 

It' s not even a week into October, yet 
this game will go a long way in determin­
ing AFC West supremacy. The Oakland 
Raiders, Denver Broncos and Chiefs all 
figure to battle for the division crown, but 
the winner of this game gets the early leg 
up on the other two. The Chiefs have been 
arguably the most impressive team in the 
NFL this season(apologies to the india­
napolis Colts and Minnesota Vikings, who 
have also looked outstanding), but the 
Broncos area team well-equipped to slow 
them down. Three factors that could de­
termine who wins: 

[] 
• As Clinton Portis goes, so goes 
Denver: The Broncos aren't go­
ing to win this game without 

their second year-star, plain and simple. 
Portisdido'tdress this past Sunday against 
the Detroit Lions because of a bruised 
chest; Denver gained just 79 yards rush­
ing. Consequently, a young Detroit team 
was able to hang with them for the entire 
game, at one point even coming within a 
botched extra point of tying the contest 
early in the 4th quarter. Even with much­
"maligned quarterback Jake Plummer per­
forming well for a second consecutive 
game (25-34, 277, 2 touchdowns), the 

Broncos still couldn 't put away the pesky 
Lions without a solid running game. Portis 
gives them that and much more; he's an 
explosive runner who can also catch passes 
out of the backfield. Denver needs to win 
the time-of-possession battle. lfthey can' t 
establish a consistent running game, the 
Broncos won't h~ve a shot. 

2 . Priest Holmes vs. Denver's run 
defense: In the Broncos' first two 
games of the season, their de­
fense was tested by Corey Dillon 

and LaDainian Tomlinson, a pair of all-pro 
running backs who have made a habit of 
running over defenses. First-year defen­
sive coordinator Larry Coyer'"s unit was up 
to the task, however, and limited them to a 
combined 127 yards and zero touchdowns, 
both in convincing wins. The following 
week, they held the Raiders ' running game 
to just 39 yards in another blowout. These 
three exceptional performances make what 
happened last Sunday even more inexpli­
cable: the Lions' running back-by-com­
irlltteefeaturiJig Shawn Bryson and Olandis 

. Gary, two players who couldn't hold down 
their second-stringjobs with their previous 
teams, ran allover the Broncos' defense. 
Detroit totaled 144 yards rushing, averag­
ing a hefty six yards per carry. Denver's 
JekyU-and-Hyde-like performance won't 
do against arguably the I\TfL's best back. 
Especially considering that Holmes fig­
ures to be even more motivated for this 
game after being held to 90 yards rush-

ing last week against the "Baltimore 
Ravens and just 13 yards receiving. If 
the same Denver defense that showed up 
last week comes into Kansas City', look 
out, it could get ugly. 

• Dante's Inferno: In a season 3 in which special teams play 
has been the difference in m ul­
tipJegames(justasktheTarnpa 

Bay Buccaneers and the Ravens), has 
there been a better performer than Dante 
Hall? It' s not even close. Last week, the 
5'S" burner ran a kick back 97 yards for 
a touchdown with 5:0Sleft in the game, 
scoring what proved to be the game­
winner. The return gave the Chiefs a 17-
10 victory in a game in which their 
offense, coming in averaging a league­
best 37 points per game, couldn' t con­
sistently move the ball. The touchdown 
put Hall in the record books: It was th~ 
fIrst time in league history that a player 
had run a kick back for a touchdown in 
three consecutive games. Hall took a 
kickoffback 100 yards against the Pitts­
burgh Steelers three weeks ago, and then 
scored on a 73-yard punt return against 
the Houston Texans a week later. Not 
only does the fIfth year pro-bowler from 
Texas A&M give the Chiefs a chance to 
score on every return, but he also pro­
vides the offense with great field 'posi­
tion, something that becomes even more 
crucial in close games. Hall could make 
the difference Sunday. 
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SPORTS 

NFL -wraps -up last -week of Septetnber: 
CORY CARLINO 
Sports Writer 

Sunday night .------, 
Peyton Manning did 
something in New Or­
leans that hi s dad , 
former New Orleans 
Saints quarterback 
Archie Manning, never 
did. Peyton threw six 
touchdowns as the In­
dianapolis Colts beat 
the Saints 55-21. The Colts have now 
won four consecutive games. 

The Minnesota Vikings also picked 
up their fourth straight win when backup 
quarterback Gus Frerotte filled in for 
Daunte Culpepper, who has three broken 
vertebrae in his lower back. Frerotte went 
16-21 for 267 yards and four touchdowns 
in a win against the San Francisco 4gers, 
who have now lost three games in a row. 
Frerotte also picked up a franchise high 
157.2 quarterback rating~with the vic-
tOly. . 

Manning and Frerotte were not the 
only players who stepped up last week. 
The Kansas City Chiefs ' kick returner 
Dante Hall set an NFL record with his 

third kick return for a touchdown in three 
games. In the 17-10 victory over the · 
Baltimore Ravens, Hall returned a 97-
yard kickoff to the end zone. 

The Chiefs also hold a 4-0 record this 
year. Rocky Boiman is not a name heard 
much in Tennessee but when linebacker 
Peter Sirmon was injured Sunday, 
Boiman was put into the game against the 
Pittsburg Steelers. Then Boiman sacked 
Steelers quarter\mok Tommy Maddox 
for a safety. Later in the game he inter­
cepted a pass and returned it for a touch­
down. Boiman and the Tennesee Titans 
defeated the Steelers 30-13. 

The Washington Redskin~ ended up • 
with another close game. This week they 
beat the New England Patriots 20-17, . 
despite an attempted comeback by Tom 
Brady's Patriots in the last five minutes. 
The Patriots had the ball and were trying 
to move into field-goal range in the last 
minute. On a fourth down the Redskin 's 
defense knocked down Brady's pass to 
end the game. Had the pas~ been caught 
the Patriots would have been in a position 
to tie. 

Pick up Monday 's issue for this 
weekend's scores. 

~ ____ ~_S_P_O_R~1S=~ne~!~~~sB_R_I_EF ________ ~1 
Tourney tough on vCU's 

golf team 

VCU reboundedstronglyfromarough 
first round during the opening day of 
Louisville University's Cardinal Inter­
collegiate golf,tournament Monday. 

The Rams were tied for last place in the 
14-team field after carding · an opening­
round score of312 over the par-72 Cardi­
nal Club course, but improved to a 296 
over the second 18 holes to vault into an 
11th-placetieattheconclusionofdayone. 

Freshman Victor Ciecielski finished 
with a one-over par 73 to lead VCU's 
second-round surge, while sophomore 
Manuel Relancio and freshman Daryl 
Chappell each closed with a 74 to help 
the Rams move up in the team standings. 

Ciecielski and Relancio both stand in 
a 35th-place tie individually afterrecord­
ing 36-hole totals of 151. Chappell is 
currently tied for 42nd overall with a 152 
composite score, while freshman Jens 
Fahrbring shot a 79-75-154 for the day 
and is currently tied for 50th place. 

Tournameht host Louisville leads the 
field after registering a pair of291s over 
the first two rounds, with Southern Mis­
sissippi three strokes back in second 
place. Eastern Kentucky. and South Ala­
bama are both tied for third aftercompil­
ing team scores of 586 on Monday. 

The Cardinal Intercollegiate will con­
tinue tomorrow morning with a single 
18-hole round to determine the tourna­
ment champion. 

Late goal edges Rams 
field hockey 

LaSalle University sophomore Emily 
Simone scored the game's only goal with 
just over 10 minutes remaining in the first 
half as the Explorers came through with a 1-
o victory over visiting YCl) in field hockey 
Sunday afternoon. The game was played at 
Temple University'S Geasey Field. 

The Rams, who fell to 4-5 after the loss, 
owned a 15-8 advantage in shots for the 
game but could not solve LaSalle goal­
keeper Colleen Borger, who finished with 
seven saves to help the Explorers move to 6-

3 overall. 
Simone put LaSalle aJjead when she 

tipped in a pass from junior Sara Camilli in 
front of the YCU goal with 10:23 left before 
haJftime. The Explorers made the lead stand 
through the second period despite II pen­
al ty comer attempts by the Rams in the final 
35 minutes. 

Borger made six stops on 12 YCU shot 
attempts in the first half en route to her first 
shutout of the season, while senior 
goaltender Abby Stiles made six saves for 
the Rams in the losing cause. 

Overtime fight leads to 
tie for women's soccer 

North Carolina-Wilmington freshman 
Justine Hammer scored with 10 seconds 
remaining in tegulation to force overtime 
and the SeaJiawks fought VCU toa 2-2 tie 
in . the Colonial Athletic Association 
women' s_ soccer opener for both tearns 
Saturday at the UNCW Soccer Stadium. 

Sophomore Sandra Anger had a goal 
and an assist for the Rams,"now 4-3-1 on 

the season, while UNCW junior Kristine 
Mengle netted her eighth score of the year 
as the Seahawks mQved to 5-4-1 overall. 

With YCU holding a 2-1 advantage 
he;lding into the final seconds of the sec­
ond half, Hammer collected a cross from 
junior Erin Gonzalez in front of the Rams . 
net and slipped a shot past senior goal­
keeper Chrissy Lloyd to send the game 
into extra minutes. The two teams then 
failed to score after playing a pair of 10-
minute overtime sessions. 

Anger gave VCU an early 1-0 cushion 
when she dribbled through the Seahawk 
defense and beat sophomore goaltender 
Tiffany Langford in the 13th minute: 
UNCW tied the score with 18:52 left in 
the first half when Mengle headed home a 
comer-kick cross _off the foot of junior 
Caroline Renkin, but the Rams countered 
five minutes later on junior Jen Parsons' 
seventh goal of the season to regain the 
lead. Anger and senior Prue Cormie were 
each credited with an assist. 

Langford finished with eight saves in 
goal for UNCW, including three in the 
two overtime periods. Lloyd stopped four 
attempts for the Rams, who finished the 
afternoon with a 14-11 edge in shots. 

Chiropractic ... The Choice For Me 
Jason Kucma is a Third-Year studenl from Medford, NJ. He graduated from Ithaca College with a Bachelor's Degree in Exercise Physiology concentrating in Cardiac Rehabililation. 

'The only thing Ihal has ever captured my attention was studying the human body. The more I learned in school, Ihe more I needed to know. The most logical step for me was 10 become a 
Doclor of Chiropractic so I could truly help people'. 

Before making his decision to attend Logan, Jason visited nearly half of the chiropraclic colleges in the United States. 'Logan is in the perfecl location in a safe, residential area. 
The Admissions staff are very friendly and helpful and the faculty are excellenl." 

Logan College offers sludenls an incredible learning environment blending a rigorous chiropraclic program with diverse and aclive studenl population. If you are looking for a healthcere 
career thai offers tremendous personal satisfaclion, professional sucoess and income commensurate with your position as a Doctor of Chiropraclic, contact Logan College of Chiropractic 
today and explore your future. 
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Love and destruction with Jucifer's Amber Valentine 
MELISSA LYNCH 
Spectrum Editor 

The chemistry between lucifer's Arne 
ber Valentine and Ed Livengood doesn' t 
stop after they lay down a track. 

"We fell in love at almost the same 
time we fell in love with playing music 
together," Valentine said via telephone 
Monday. 

In the 11 years that Livengood and 
Valentine have been playing music to­
gether Valentine said the two have only 
been apart for three days. 

"We have a very special relationship," 
she said. 

Childhood beginnings 

Valentine' s interest in music was piqued 
at a young age because her family had 
instruments around at all times, she said. 
She was taught to play the piano and 
guitar as well as many other instruments 
she uses in the band today. . 

"Our parents have told each of us we 
were very responsive to music," she said. 

Loivengood and Valentine are the 
only artists involved with Jucifer. They 
play every instrument in the studio and on 
tour. 

Focusing on a direction 

Valentine said Jucifer has grown 
immensely between its first full length 
release, "Calling ~Il Cars on the Ve­
gas Strip" and its most recent CD, "I 
Narne You Destroyer." 

Jucifer's approach to the musical pro­
cess was "a lot more refmed" with "I Name 
You Destroyer," Valentine said. 

The recording of "I Name You De­
stroyer" was also different because Val­
entine and' Livengood recorded it in 
one-to-two-day periods over the course 
of a year, she said. 

Valentine and Livengood had worked 
on material individually before to "Calling 
All Cars." For their first CD they basically 
compiled the songs they had each been 
working on, she said. There are only three 
or four collaborative songs on that record. 

They also learned a great deal about 
what their band could do with the studio 
between the two records and their second 
recording "Iambs" thee.p., Valentine said. 

Spots not stripes 

The fact that Jucifer is a male and fe­
male duo makes comparisons to b.ands like 

The White Stripes and The Raveonettes a 
no-brainer. 

Valentine was not familiar with The 
WhiteStripes' music,Shehas heard part of 
a chorus of a The WJllte Stripes song, and 
she said from that she thought their overall 
sound was different from lucifer's. 

Before to the two-person band phe­
nomenon, she said Jucifer was compared 
to bands with female singers. One time it 
was described as an all-female band, Val­
entine said. 

She said that was amusing because 
"we' re basically half male." 

"The fact of a band being trendy has 
less to do with the band and more to do 
with what people do with a band," Valen­
tine said. 

Bang your head 

lucifer is coming to The Nanci 
Raygun and Valentine said audiences ' 
should prepare for hard and fast music. 

"If everything is working properly 
it's very, very loud," she said. 

While she and Livengood appreci­
ate listening to soft music at home, she 
said they play " more of the faster stuff, 
more of the heavier, more visceral" 
music live. . 

Tour de force 

Valentine and Livengood's house was 
sold last year and now they live in their tour 
vehicle. They keep all of their belongings 
with them as they play and write music. 

She said the living arrangement works 
for them because they both got restless 
when they were at home for an extended 
amount of time. 

"It's actually made our relationship bet­
ter'" she said. 

Living on tour gives them more time to 
focus on what matters to them. 

"We're CO!1stantly working on our mu­
sic now," Valentine said. 

Juclfer will play The 
Nancl Raygun at 10 
p.m., Oct. 3 with Jet 
By Day. The show Is' 
18 and up and costs 
$6. 929 W. Grace St . . 

3634263 

' . -
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OutKast blazes separate trails 
ALEX WOOLRIDGE 
Spectrum Writer 

OutKast's "Speakerboxxx/Ihe Love 
Below," is sure to beconsidered one of the 
better, if not the best, hip-hop and soul 

- records of the year. Making that claim 
sells it short though, because this is one of 
the year's masterpieces regardless of 
genre. 

Big Boi and Andre 3000 tore it up with 
their verses back-to-back for a decade 
now, so this time they each alternate steal­
ing the show on their own knockout discs. 
ButasBigBoi makes it c1ear in ''Tomb of 
the Boom," this isn't a sign of a breakup to 
come, just a new method for their mold­
busting funky rap to reach the masses. 

Following a rich hip-hop tradition, Big 
Boi lets a head-nodding intro set the mood 
and lift the energy to the right level. Just 
afiertheintro, "GhettoMusick:," detonates 
and leaves a confusing mushroom cloud 
in the head of anyone trying to pin OutKast 
to one genre. When this song surfaced on 
the Internet and as a vinyl single about two 
months ago, it didn't seem to make sense. 

The whole world was listening when 
the Atlanta legends rearranged hip-hop, 
so · expanding the genre that anymore 
would be considere9 nearly impossible. 

Early on, both discs show that 
"Stankonia," wasn't a one-time freak 
show. Instead it boasts that a return to the 
comparatively plain-jane days of their 
early albums is out of the question. Aside 
from all of the implications of the hi-tech 
gangsta ideology advancing, 
"GhettoMusick," is one fun track with its 
chugging bass line and smooth rhythm 
and blues intermissions. 

Indeed, "Speakerboxxx,"fmds all sorts 
of ways to please your ears. There's a 
romantic chemistry between the fairly 
crafty, thugged-out bj!ats and the melodic 
vocals of guests. "Unhappy," and 
"Bowtie," are both feel-good jams that 
maximize Big Boi' s verbal skills. The 
other single from Big Boi' s disc, "The 
Way You MQve," is a custom made sing 
along that sounds even more geniusalong­
side veteran underachievers like Nelly in 
a radio set list. 

How better for Big Boi to survive solo 
than to bring in chart-toppers like Lil ' Jon, 
Ludacris and Jay-Z? That's the idea at 
least, but most of the cameos get in the 
way instead of helping. 

Jay-Z's hook on "Flip Flop Rock," is 
overly dull, while the talentless Ludacris 
comes armed with more cheesy lines than 
politicians bring to debates. The big ques­
tion is, why bother with the big names? 
Lesser-known emcees can keep the mic 
warm until Big Boi comes back to set it 
ablaze. Instead Ludacris spits a silly verse 
that waters down the whole track. 

Big Boi ' s been proving his skills on 
classics for quite a while. Just because 
Andre 3000 crept off into his own disc 
doesn' t mean thatBig Boi needs a backup 
squad that only creates holes in otherwise 

golden songs. 
The cynicism of "Gasoline Dreams," 

is even more biting on "War," where Big 
Boi rants "there will be no tomorrow, but 
sorrow and horror will followl the hollow 
hearts battle for dollars! politicians, mod­
ern day magicians, physicians of death." 

There are some problems with the ac­
tuallyrics, which aren'trealIy on par with 
those of "Stankonia" or the ridiculously 
underrated "ATLiens." The mllSiCis good 
enough for most lyrical failures to be 
ignored, but if anything keeps this side of 
the double-disc set from being legendary 
it's the actual content of the songs. 

For one, the hook on "Last CalI," is 
incredibly annoying. This song is partIy to 
blame for the second half of 
"Speakerboxxx" degenerating from a 
strong statement to a run-of-the-mill 
mumble. 

Andre 3000's '''The Love Below," is a 
deep contrast to "Speakerboxxx," and 
OutKast in general. It's hard to dodge 
comparing this CD to Prince's experimen­
tal rhythm and blues, even if every review 
mentions the similarities. The very soul of 
PrinCe's art (not the worthless albums like 
"Rave Un 2 the Joy Fantastic;" -- the good 
stuff) lives on in almost every song. 

While it's got to be pretty tiring to 
continually have your songs compared to 
someone else, standing in the shadow of 
such a trendsetter is the ultimate compli­
ment. Naturally, Andre 3000 isn't the 
musician that Prince is, but he stilI" meets 
expectations fully with unprecedented wit 
andec1ectic flavor on ' 'The Love Below." 

The tracklist goes from a very funky 

but strangely themed song, "Happy 
Valentine's Day," to a panic-paced-beat 
driven song "Spread," one of the few that 
features actual rapping. If you're wonder­
ing why Andre 3000 has all but aban­
doned rap, consider some the artists he 
told Spin magazine are some of his cur­
rent favorites: Squarepusher, Aphex Twin, 
and The White Stripes. Maybe that ex­
plains this album. 

Some songs sound"ijl<:.e show tunes 
("Love Hater"), some sound like soul­
electronica ("Vibrate"), and songs are too 
varied to even begin to label, like the 
single "Hey Ya!" 

Then there are interludes like "Where 
Are My Panties?" that are really funny 
and really; really scary. 
. The most succinct way of showing 

how weird this album is would be the song 
"Dracula's Wedding," that's actually 
about what the title suggests. If you look 
past the odd factor, like it has a lazy eye 
you want to ignore, you'll find some gems 
in "Behold A Lady," and "Prototype." 

"Good Day, Good'Sir," is the oddest of 
oddball humor. All the skits and unscripted 
ramblings ' show that Andre 3000 isn't 
taking himself too seriously as an "artist" 
even if he is carving out an unforgettable 
place in music. 

''The Love Below," is a hands·down 
lock for most exciting collection of love 
songs from the hood. Some of Andre's 
musings on love take turns as weird as the 
tweaks and twists in the music. 

He sings "Miss Lady, you could have 
been born a little laterl But I don't care, so 

See OUTKAST page 13 
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Thursday, Oct. 2 

While you're at the Science Museum 
of Virginia checking out the Grossology 
exhibit, why not listen to The Austin 
Lounge Lizards? Tickets areSl 0 at the 
museum admissions desk. 2500 W. 
BroadSt. 864-l400. 

Friday, Oct.' 3 

The first Friday of the month means 
it's time for the First Friday ArtwaIk. 
Galleries along Broad Street will stay 
openfrom7-10p.m.andashuttlewillbe 
available if the you're more into "art" 
and less into "walk." 782-8672. 

The Jackson Ward Second Street 
Festival celebrates the Afiican-Ameri­
can community in Richmond with live 
music, historic exlnbits and food From 
Second Street across Broad Street to 
Leigh Street alI this weekend. Friday 
from 6 to 9 p.m., Saturday noon to 10 
p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 6 p.m. 788-
6466. 

The Latin Ballet Company presents 
''NuYoRiCan'' this weekend at theCul­
tural Arts Center at Glen Allen. Friday 
and Saturday at8 p.m., Sunday at3 p.m. 
$20 for adults, $15 for students, seniors 
and children. 2880 Mountain Rd. 261-
6200. 

Saturday, Oct. 4 

ArtWorkspresentsaLatinFilrnFes­
tival 00 Saturdays at 8 p.m. all this 
month. Films include __ "Dona F10r and 
Her Two Hnsbands," "Guantanamera" 
and "Blossoms of Fire." 320 Hull St. 
646-0310. 

Sunday, Oct. 5 

Get your motor running, head out for 
theClassicArnpitheatre. John Kay and 
Steppenwolf play at the Virginia State 
Fair at 5 p.m. 600 E. Laburnam Ave. 
345-7223. 



11Iorsday, October 2, 2003 

Spectrum 

;, Que Pasa? delights 
Continuedfrom OUTKAST, page 12 

what if your head sports a couple of gray 
hairs! Same here, and actually I think it's 
funky in a Claire Huxtable-type way! 
Miss Lady, it looks like you need a little 
juice in your life," on "Pink and Blue." O.J. JOVE 

Spectrum Writer 

In light ofIsabel' s aftermath, the 17th 
Street Farmer's Market still called for 
celebration. 
- The market hosted "i,Que Pasa?," a 
festival which celebrates the culture 
and diversity of the Ric.hmond Latino 
community. 

"We have a saying down here at the 
marketplace," said Lila Kerns, program 
manager of the marketplace, "we're all in 
this together, rain or shine. Although in this 
case it was hurricane or shine." 

Festivitiesfortheday included Span­
ish lessons as wel1 as a wide array of 
food vendors and dance and music 
performances. 

"I am overwhelmed by the abundancy 
of the Latin culture the festivites brought 
out today," said Nisha Tiwari, a student at 
VCU. "It really reflects the growing diver­
sity here in Richmond." 

Even though Isabel left the marketplace 
and most of Richmond without any power, 
all of the festivities were able to run 
smoothly. 

"All of our food vendors were working 
without electricity. They had to make 
everything at home, bring it here and cook 
using other conventional methods," said 
Kerns. "It's amazing we were able to get 
everyone working together to make this 
event even happen." 

' 'This just proves that an event like 
'i,Que Pasa?' can bring any type of 
community together," said Kerns. 

The LSD and flamboyant wardrobe 
have finally taken their toll on Andre 
3000, pushing him. to create something 
beyond imagination. "Take Off Your 
Cool," is jazzy and sounds awesome even 
with super-unlikely guest Norah Jones. 
More deranged than inviting a Grarnmy­
winning jazz vocalist is the song "Vi­
brate," which explores self-gratification 
over a reversed beat and t'eiitures the line 
"play with your own score sheet! become 
the master otyour own 'bation." 

If this can be classified as a hip-hop 
album, it has to be the most forward­
thinking one to come along since 
Blackalicious' genre-bending "Blazing 
Arrow." 

It's definitively OutKast, whether the 
duo is pairing up on one another's discs 
for "Roses," and "Ghettomusick," or get­
ting "stank" by themselves. Considering 
the true diversity between and within the 
two CDs, it's easy to say that 
"Speakerboxxx/The Love Below," really 
does have something for everyone. 

OutKast 

"Speakerboxxx" -
*** 1/2 

"The Love Below"-
****1/2 

Together: **** 
(out of 5) 

Zodiac Cookies 

Libra: A void unpleasant surprises this week by not looking up while walking below 
birds .. 
Scorpio: Never let them smel1 you sweat. 

II Sagittarius: Don 't copy essays; there are only five good ones and the professors 
remember those. 
Capricorn: If you want to really shine this week, shave your head and polish it. 
Aquarius: You will be eternally indebted to your friendly neighborhood note-taker. 

Zodiac 

Pisces: Everyone has their Waterloo, just try and be Wellington. m Aries: This week, try not to tell funny stories about yourself from high school. 
I Taurus: You' ll never have these years bas;k, so get to work on a time machine. 

Gemini: Y o-ho-ho, a bottle of rum should shiver your timbers. But don't go oveboard, 
matey. Arr. 
Cancer: A joiJrney of a thousand miles begins with one tank qf gas. 
Leo: Never put off until tomorrow what is due today. 
Virgo: Take wisdom from old Bugs Bunny cartoons -always, always double-check 

. your directions when you reach Albuquerque. 

Cookies . 
Courtesy of Arista Records 
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WHILE 
Illlerelll 

'WWERAW 

Eric Bischoff announces that Steve 
Austin was suspended for attacking 
Bischoff last week, meaning Austin 
won' t be on tonight's shQw. Jericho 
attacks Jim Ross, but is chased away by 
Austin. Austin knocks out security who 
tried to escort him out. 

The Dudley Boyz vs. TestandScott 
Steiner: Stacy Keibler hits Test with a 
chair, allowing the Dudleys to pin Test. 

. Afterthematch, Steiner attacks Keibler. 
Triple H offers $100,000 to anyone 

who will injure Goldberg. 
Jim Ross defeats Jonathan Coach­

man in a country whipping match, mak­
ing Ross and Jerry Lawlertheannounce 
team for RAW. 

Kanevs. lheHurricane: Kanewins 
by pin. 

Ric Flair and Randy Orton vs. 
Shawn Michaels and Goldberg: 
Rodney Mack attacks Goldberg with a 
chair. 

Christian vs. Rob Van Dam, lad­
dermatch:RVDwins,makinghimthe 
new Intercontinental Champion. 

Alias 

Sydney wakes up in the Hong Kong 
safe house two years later. Vaughn, 
now a married teacher, was sent by the 
CIA to bring her back. He tells her she's 
beendeadforthepasttwoyears. Vaughn 
takes her in using a dart. Jack was 
arrested for contacting Irina to investi­
gate Sydney's death. Sydney opts to 
recover a stolen chip on the condition 
she gets to see her father. Her father 
urges herto seek clearance back into the 
CIA so she can investigate her disap­
pearance. She retrieves the chip, but 
threatens to destroy it unless her father 
is released. Sydney tel1s Vaughn they 
will never have closure. Jack tel1s 
Sydney he believes she was never dead. 
He shows her a hidden-camera tape of 
her meeting with a Russian diplomat. 
She pul1ed outa knife and slit his throat. 
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Virginia Power, 
Warner failed to 
provide 
JEFFREY Z. QURESHI 
Ex-officio member of the editoriill board 

Benjamin Franklin could not have imag­
ined that his two point, asynchronous elec­
trical connection would become the power 
distribution network that now pervades 
everyday life. Nor could the inventor fore­
see the mess a low front would create on the 
modem city of Richmond, Va. 

I felt certain Hurricane Isabel .was more 
talk than substance. Surely with electricity 
bills at an all-time high, Dominion Virginia 
Power had invested heavily in the public's 
safety and weU-being by maintaining only 
the highest quality of power lines. The 
company runs the world's safest nuclear 
power plants at North Anna and Surry. Who 
knew that Richmond' s electrical conduits 
were at risk for such havoc? 

AsofSept. 26, more than 350,000 billing 
entities were stiU without power, eight days 
after Hurricane Isabel stunned Virginia. 
Indeed, by early afternoon Thursday, Sept. 
18, my headache began; I was one of many' 
without power. . 

Atfus"t, everything was fine. I witnessed 
Isabel with family and friends, admiring 
nature's unique mix of atmospheric condi­
tions. Day two was tolerable as we ven­
tured into unaffected Short Pump as weU as 
hard-hit areas such as River Road and the 
Fan. By Sunday, Sept. 21, I had enough. 

At that time, one side of Cary Street 
had power and was busy. Many busi­
nesses, particularly restaurants, returned 
to commerce; consumers were eager to 
be fed and parnpered. But where were 
Virginia Power's utility trucks and line­
men? Many Ricbrnonders heard the eh::c­
triccompany'sassurancetheywerework­
ing around the clock. Apparently the 
phrase depends on one's definition of 

. working around the clock .. 
According to a Sept. 26 Richmond 

Times-Dispatch article, Virginia Power 
clarified its assertion of steadfast work. To 
the local monopoly, around the clock equates 
to 12 hour shifts foUowed by 12 hours of 
preparation. Clearly this contrasts with the 
ordinary meaning given· to the term. 

Virginia Power misled consumers and 
should not wonder why critics question the 
company's veracity. Many would be sym­
pathetic had the electric company been 
upfront in explaining the risks of line work 
at night and the need for rest. Richmonders 
could have done without the corporate ag­
grandizement. 

Furthering publi,c ire was the lack of a 
perceived presence immediately after the 
storm. One could not fmd a Virginia Power 
truck to save their life! Additionally, the 
Times-Dispatch reports that the State Cor­
poration Commission will be surveying 
localities to measure the adequacy of the 

i'" . 

o PIED 
~ c.ol.l~SE WE FEEL FlNE iYlNb uP 

""Tt-4E" C,OIJ!tT '&Y'&TEI"t ANt> <:..o1!>T\ NG 
"'Th><"PA.YE~ MIWON':. ~U5€. oF: 
OUR INA.~U_\TY it) ~".,.. To 
Cl-\AN(;'IN(:'. MARKET GONOITICNS . 

CAN YOU GUESS WHICH ONE IS THE 

By ANDREW BABB 
company' s response. 

Analysis ofIsabel's wake also reveals a 
poor response by the state. Led by Demo­
crat Gov. Mark Warner, Virginia failed to 
provide citizens with adequate water sup­
plies. Local officials deemed the water un­
safe as treatment plants feU victim to Vir­
ginia Power's lackadaisical restoration re­
sponse. Officials were surprised when the 
dearth of backup generators forced faucets 
off. Seems pretty obvious · to me. Also, 
where was the ice promised by the Federal 
Emergency ManagementAgency (FEMA) 
in coordination with state agencies? 

And what of the National Guard? Ac­
cording to the Times-Dispatch, 1,000 re­
servists were sent home at the end of 
September, several days before Virginia 
Power's projected date for complete res­
toration. Warner needs to remember this 
is not Connecticut anymore. Citizens of 
our beautiful Commonwealth expect lead­
ership during difficulties, not a mere situ­
ationreport. Indeed, Old Dominion Demo­
crats should worry about the legacy, or 
lack thereof, Warner leaves for the party. 
High hopes, tremendous disappointment. 

Hurricane Isabel will be local lore for a 
willIe. No doubt, Dominion Virginia 
Power wiU use the cost of reconnection as 
justificaclon for a rate increase. Addition­
ally, count on Warner to blarne economic 
woes on disaster relief (disbelief). My 
advice, thank Georgia Power for turning 
on the lights. 

~ .. ~ ..... 
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and administratorsareencouraged 
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pressing their opuuons and con­
cerns. The opinions expressed are 
those of individual writers and do 
not necessarily renect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or 
VCU. Editorials represent ·the in- . 
stitutional opuuon ofthe Common­
wealth Times. 

We reserve the right to edit all 
lettersforgrammar,styleandspace. 
Lettersshouldnotexceedonesingl~ 
spaced typed page. Letters must be 
signed and must include daytime 
and evening phone numbers. 

Please send letters to 
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address: P. O. Box 842010, Rich­
mond, VA 23284-2010. Drop box 
location: Room 1149, T. Edward 
Temple Building. 
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Street Eats Delegate Marshalllives in the past 
• ALEXANDER MARRA 

OptEd writer 

The best burger in the .I!""'I~'!I'!I'!"'!I 
city comes to us! 
Carytown Burgers and 
Fries is located next to 
Ukrops at the far west 
end of Carytown. 

One mile or so east 
and they have a satellite 
location right here on 
Main Street in the middle of VCU's aca­
demic campus. Lifetime Richmonder Andy 
Hill is your chef here and if this man knows 
anything, it is burgers. 

Andy is also an excellent conversational­
ist and during the few minutes it takes to 
prepare a juicy piece of cow, he' ll talk it up 

with anyone and every­
one~ Being a VCU stu­
dent himself Andy knows 
the woes of college 
students ... c1asses and 
hangovers. 

Come to Andy for a 
burger and a good session 
of counseling. Cooking 

up to seven quarter-pound beef patties at a 
time, Andy told me all about the operation. 
The buns are baked fresh daily, at Weiman's 
Bakery downtown. "Handmade" chili, the 
best in the world, is also available and Illghly 
recommended. "I'm hooked on the chili," 
Andy said. 

Look for specials in the near future, like 
the Mushroom Swiss Burger. Also to come 
will be the other half to this famous company, 
Cary town fries! That's right, Andy will be 
fryingthosedeliciousboardwalk-stylegolden 
specimens very shonly. Can you believe 
that? Outdoor friers are probably dangerous 
bUI Andy doesn' t care. It's worth itto make 
VCU happy. And what's a burger without 
fries? Well, this burger without fries is still 
easily a meal in itself. Despite being called a 
quarter pounder also, McDonald's version is 
not even a quarter of the size of this monster. 

For $3, you get the biggest and tastiest 
slab of meat you've ever had .. lt' s better than 
steak. And for the vegetarians, Andy offers 
the Garden Burger, wlllcb is grilled on a 
separate space above the meat burgers so that 
no animal juice gets on it. However, I think 
the meat eaters may have a drip of veggie 
vitamins on theirs as it lies below. It 's good 
for you though. 

And you can have burgers year round. 
Andy is not scared of snow or cold, he' ll be 
here if it's 20 below zero, he said. 

Hot dogs, topped with chili and cheese, 
are also available for $1.50. However, like 
the Greek stand, I recommend sticking with 
the specialties, and in this case it is clearly the 
burger. (They don't call it Cary town Burgers, 
Fries and Hotdogs.) 

Painter hat bobbing up and down, Andy 
proudly stated Ills motto, 'The goal is to give 
a good meal as fast as possible." Good is by 
far an understatement but the rest is honest. 
Step down froll) the throne so-called Burger 
King. Carytown' s reign has begun. 

MICHAEL DICKINSON 
OptEd Writer 

There isaciviJ war going on at Virginia 
college campuses that ' s focused on what 
goes on hehind the dorm room door when 
the lights go off. 

Recently, Del. Robert Marshall, R­
Prince William, has attacked both Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University 
and James Madison University for sexual­
and sex-related items. In Ills past tirade 
Marshall attacked JMU for.its "Sexfest" 
months ago when its students were taught 
how to use condoms properly. Marshall 
also laid into JMU for its "misuse" of 
Virginia funds in having tIje morning after 
abortion pill available for students. 

This was much the case in Ills recent rant 
as Marshall attacked Virginia Tech for its 
"Sex Talk Live" because it is a show in 
wlllch sex is discussed and sex toys are 
given as prizes. 

In The Washington Times, Marshall 
was quoted as saying that he just wants to 
get everyone to "Tell the truth" so let's do 
just that. 

During Marshall 's term he has pro­
duced, in my opinion, no important legis­
lation. However, he annually has the honor 
offiling the most bills, the majority of them 
being time consuming and wasteful. In­
stead of targeting the real issues of the state 
he has instead focused Ills attention on 
frivolously beating a dead horse, in the 
form of introducing bills focused on el­
evating religion, downing pornography and 
outlawing abortion. Many of Ills bills die in 
committee but not until after Marshall 
showboats Ills opinion and casts anyone 
.against Illm as being a child killer or por­
nography lover. 

The Supreme Court has said that both 
abortion and pornography are legal. Until 

·the Supreme Court feels the need to rule 
differently any attempt by a state to intro­
duce a law to outlaw either seem futile and 
a waste of time. Marshall doesn't seem to 
get this point. Session after session he 
introduces pointless, at least in my opin­
ion, legislation focused on the same things 
that even if passed would be ruled uncon­
stitutional by the courts. 

This all plays into Marshall ' s stance 
against sexual education on campus. He 
has bashed these state universities for us­
ing money to educate their students on sex 
and the dangers of it. Showing someone 
how to use a condom is no j110re a waste of 
time than Marshall using the General As­
sembly as a showplace for his pointless 
bills. 

There is also a connection between sex 
and college that makes the sexual talk and 
education very meaningful. A few years 
ago our fine city of Richmond was ranked 
as having one of the Illghest percentages in 
the nation of sexually transmitted diseases. 
That was largely attributed to the fact that 
we have three large universities here within 
city lim.its. Out of any population, the most 
sexually activearecollege-agedkids. Those 
are the ones who need to be educated. 

During Marshall' s time at Montgomery 
Junior College hack in the '60s sex was a 
c;lirtyword. 

Societies perception of sex has changed. 
Kids at a younger age are heing exposed to 
sex through music and the media and thus 
are sexually active at a younger age. It can 
be called the "Britney effect." All those 
years of hearing and seeing Britney Spears 
sing "Hit me hahy one .more time" and 
Christina Aguilera singing "Let' s get 
dirrrty" have taken sexual innuendos outof 
the dark and put them in the middle of the 
public eye. 

This sexual awakening comes to a ris-

ing point in college. 
To deny that fact is to deny that change 

has happened. One can take the outdated 
approach of Marshall and keep sex talk 
hush-hush or one can have our society be 
open, educating young people on sex. 

The way things were done in the past is 
no longereffecti ve. We must educate young 
people about sex and an integral partofthat 
is having a society free to discuss sex, be it 
in the form of television shows, college 
shows, radio shows or even at home in 
pomographic movies. We have far too 
many young women who are pregnant or 
who are single mothers for us to continue 
with a hush-hush society. 

The only way to change that is to edu­
cate people to use condoms and not be 
emharrassed or ashamed to admit mis­
takes. It is a daily occurrence on some 
college campuses for young people to get 
intox.icated and have unprotected sex. It is 
far better for the women to take a morning 
after pill and eliminate the chance of an 
unwanted child, then to allow her to be­
come pregnant, possibly drop outof school 
and be on government assistance. The 
young man may also be forced to drop out 
of school to work and make child support 
payments. 

Marshall sits in his office in Northern 
Virginia and writes letters to college presi- . 
dents demanding to know this and tha! and 
tries to intimidate them. I will issue Marshall 
a challenge. Come down to VCU anytime 
and I will dehate you. We can donate the 
proceeds to chari ty, perhaps the Hurricane 
Relief Fund. 

A debate is a free flow of ideas and 
thoughts, exactly what a college should be. 
Colleges should protect their students by 
educating them about sex. Thecloseddoor, 
hush-hush, dirty-word world Marshall 
would like us to live in is a farce. 

Proud Black Men 
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