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Man seeks
compensation for

gay pig

A Bulgarian farmer has gone
to court demanding substantial
damages after claiming the prize-
winning pedigree pig he bought
from a breeder was homosexual.
Gale Dobrev, 43, from Bulgaria
told the court the pig was only
interested other male pigs and
brought pictures of the pig and
the testimony of fellow farmers
as evidence of the 220-pound
boar’s sexual orientation. He
also claimed that when other
farmers heard about the pig it
became impossible to sell — and
in the end he turned the animal
into sausages. The breeder who
sold the pig claimed the farmer
acted hastily by turning the boar
into sausage and said that had the
farmer waited for the pig to sexu-
ally mature it would have mated
with female pigs.

Prepare for the
iGlock

State wildlife officialsin Texas
are up in arms about a Web site
that may soon let hunters shoot at
animalsonaranch. Controversial
Web site http://www.live-shot.
com already offers target practice
with a .22 caliber rifle and could
soon lethunters shootatdeer, ante-
lope and wild pigs, said John Un-
derwood, the site’s creator. Texas
officials are notsure whattomake
of Underwood’s Website, butmay
tweak existing laws to ensure that
Internethuntingdoesn’tgetoutof
hand. Mike Berger, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department direc-
tor, said this was the first site of
its type he had seen and current
state laws don’t cover provisions
for remote hunting. Underwood

popular with disabled hunters
unable to get out in the woods or
distant hunters unable to afford a
tripto Texas. Bergerhas proposed
arule that will come up for public
discussioninJanuary thatanyone
hunting animals covered by state
law must be physically on site
when they shoot.

Go Speed Racer

A young male lost his driver’s
license after speeding past a
camera 19 times in one night.
The teenager swapped his car’s
license plate with a fake one and
raced past the camera, but the
19-year-old and his three friends
were snapped in various poses,
usually hanging out of the win-
dows makingobscene gestures, in
the belief that police wouldn’t be
able to trace them, but the police
in Bern, Switzerland circulated
the images to their patrol units
and the men were stopped on their
way home.

Well, it’s certainly
unusual

The principal at an Alaskan
school was fired following an
incident where he had a teacher
whip himin frontof two students.
Steve Unfreid, principal of Mata-
nuskaChristian School, saidJesus
inspired his unusual tactic. He
asked teacher Joe Brost to whip
him in front of two male students
in the school’s basement after the
boys were caught kissing girls in
the locker room for the second
time in a week. He used this as
an alternative to expulsion and
told them their behavior had to
stop and that because he let the
environment get too lax he had
to share in the punishment and
told Borst to stop only when the
students acknowledged their mis-
take. The school’s board of direc-
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It’s about time

A group is offering music fans
the chance to trade in copies of
Ashlee Simpson’s album for
one of — what they call — higher
entertainment quality. Fans can
bring the CDtoaNew York venue
and exchange it for albums by
Elvis Costello, The Ramones,
Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin
and others. The group calls itself
Horrified Observers of Pedestrian
Entertainment and targeted Paris
HiltonduringalL.os Angelesevent
where she signed copies of her
book. The members carried signs
with slogans such as “Why are
You Famous” and “You Can’t
Buy Brain Cells.”

Correction

In the Nov.15 news article
“Fun Graffiti helps shape new
rule,” The Commonwealth Times
printed anincorrectheadline. The
intended headline was “Fan graf-
fiti helps shape new rule.” The
Commonwealth Times regrets
the error.

Coverphotoillustra-
tion by Mary Franke
Miller with Pat Kane's
photos of B. A. Walker
(left) of VCU and Chris
Paul of Wake Forest
University.
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Leonard Pitts photo
by Pat Kane

CRAIG CARPER

Staff Writer

Leonard Pitts, this year's Pulitzer Prize
winning commentary writer, Monday
kicked off VCU's Mass Communications
Week with a passionate speech about the
current political climate, the role of the
media in today's society and the nature of
conflict in democracy.

With different sides of the political
spectrum labeling him as a conservative
or a liberal, Pitts said he always refuses
to take a side.

"I would prefer to think of myself as
the columnist that writes for ‘the rest of
us,” by which I mean the people who are
not so far gone at either political extreme
that they cannot think, reason and climb
toward common ground. In other words
for the majority."

A critic of the Bush administration and
the war in Iraq, he reminded everyone
that he also has had harsh words for some
Democrats.

"Afew yearsago, whenIwasmetaphori-
cally beating the stuffing out of Bill Clinton
onaregularbasis, I got e-mails that blasted
me for being too conservative. These days
when I take that same rhetorical two-by-
fourtoGeorge W. Bush, I gete-mails taking
me to task for my liberalism.

“I have at one time or another earned
the wrath of the nation of Islam, the Sons
of Confederate Veterans, the National
Organization for Women and the National
Rifle Association. I tell you all of that with
a certain amount of pride. The highest
complimentthatanybody haseverpaidme
is when they say, ‘I could not predict what
youwere goingtosay.’Ilove (it) when they
agree with me, but that’s even better when
they say, ‘I couldn't predict what you were
going to say, you made me think.”"

The audience consisting of students,
faculty, media professionals and other
members of the Richmond community
asked questions ontopicsranging frompast
commentaries, the separation of churchand
state, predictions for the future of American
politics, the Patriot Act and its impact on
civil liberties plus the words people use to
describe their own ideologies.

Discussing the stark division the coun-
try experiences right now, the columnist
referenced an e-mail that he received from
a 33-year-old man who wrote that the na-
tion is so angry,
sosharplydivided
that he would not
be surprised if
the United States
weresplitintotwo
or more countries
in his lifetime.

Although Pitts
said he did not
particularly agree
with the man's
prediction, healso
could not ignore
thatthis wasapos-
sibility however small. Thus, he responded
by writing a column titled "Maybe this is
how America ends."

Saying the media are responsible for
muchof the bitterness in American politics,
Pitts said there seems to be an unspoken
agreementinthe business thatnewsis what
happens at the extremes.

“Which is why it has become com-
monplace for people who do what I do
for a living,” he said, “to think of and to
presentthe nationas balkanized, polarized,
divided along the fault lines of politics,
race and culture.

“And as a result this is increasingly the
way the nation has come to think of itself.

“(Pitts’) presentation to VCU
students and journalists alike was
clear: Make your voices heard, but

do it in such a manner that oth-
ers will respect you and, perhaps,
change their minds.”

— Nancy Wright Beasley, member of
Virginia’s professional chapter of Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists’ board of

Obviously there is truth to that image. I'm
not saying that there is not, but what I am
saying is that is not the whole picture and
that if you dig a little bit deeper something
much more complex emerges."

In the picture the media paint, he said,
people are liberal or conservative and with
just that much to go on you can predict the
way people will feel about any issue.

"The people in that picture do not much
resemble the overwhelming majority of the
people that I see when I travel this country.
Those people are more like the ones that I
see when I scan the Gallup polls,” he told
the 200 member audience. “They agree
on more things than you'd think and when
they disagree it’s not this hateful, sharp,
polarized, ‘angry at the world’ thing that
you see in the news.

“Those people somehow manage to
work together. They go to school together.
They walk the streets together. And some-
how most days they manage to get along
without killing each other."

Citing Ann Coulter, Rush Limbaugh and
Michael Moore as some of the pundits he
identified as fueling the extreme division
in the country.

“Ithought (Fahrenheit9/11) made some
excellentpoints. [alsothoughtthe movieun-
dermined its own
credibility with
charges like the
claim that Presi-
dentBushinvaded
Afghanistan basi-
cally because he
wanted to allow
hiscroniestobuild
an oil pipeline,”
Pitts said. “For
me, once you lose
your credibility —
once [ understand
that you will say
anything to win the argument — you begin
to lose the ability to sway me. I wanted to
like that movie more than I did.”

While speaking of the need for the
media’s failure to portray the more moder-
ate portion of the population, he began to
address the objectivity issue.

"We in the news media are privileged,”
the columnist said. “We frame the world
every day. We look at everything that’s
happening in our town, in our state, in our
nation, in our world. We filter it for our
audiences. We distill itinto a sheet of paper
thatlands in theirrosebushes, occasionally
in their driveways.

“And that privilege comes with certain

. ‘We must be family”

Pulitzer-Prize winner discusses impact
of ‘take no prisoners media’ on America

responsibilities, the highest of which is
simply this: To be fair. Not objective.
Objectivity is an impossibility. But fair.
Fairness is a standard that we can and
should strive for."

The Miami Herald journalist then pro-
vided an example of the picture the media
often ignore.

"Of all of the wholesome tributes that
were made when Ronald Reagan died
earlier this year, there was one that really
stuck out forme,” he said. “It spoke of how
at the end of a day that Reagan had spent
trying to further his conservative agenda
and House Speaker Thomas ‘Tip” O'Neil
had spenttrying frustrate thatsame agenda,
thetwomen would gettogether atthe White
House and talk over drinks.

“I like that picture. It strikes me as a
hopeful picture, but it is a picture you will
seldom see in our ‘take-no-prisoners’ me-
dia. And see I'm not sure if that’s because
the picture no longer exists or because no
one cares to see it anymore.”

As the crowd intently listened to Pitts,
whorecently published the book, “Becom-
ing a Dad: Black Men and the Journey to
Fatherhood,” he talked of the country and
its people being able to change the picture
the media have painted of them.

“At the end of the day we are still one
nation. We are black children in Harlem.
We are Muslims in Atlanta. We are Cuban
immigrants in Miami. We are farmers in
Nebraska. We are cops in San Diego. We
are students in Richmond.

“We are right, left and every gradation
in between. We are one nation."

He closed his speech with the follow-
ing statement:

“It is inevitable that we as a people
will disagree. It is necessary that we will
disagree. It is probably even good that we
will disagree.

“I disagree with my son sometimes. I
disagree with my sisters. And I know this
will shock you, but I also disagree with my
wife—but we are family. The same goes for
the American people, and we in the news
media can serve no higher purpose than to
remind us all of that sometimes.

“We will disagree, we will fight but we
must be family bound by common fears,
common desires and common heritage.
One thinks again of Ronald Reagan and
“Tip” O'Neil getting together after a day
of fighting political war. They understood
that at the end of the day, this is our coun-
try and we all have to find a way to live
together in it.

“They got this. Why can't we?”
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Viacom executive concerned about broadcast media

Swanson: New regulations
could eliminate live coverage

ARTHELIA GATLING AND MATTHEW HARRIS
Staff Writers

The broadcast industry faces new challenges in an
uncertain future.

This is the message Dennis Swanson, executive vice
presidentand chief operating officer forthe Viacom Televi-
sion Stations Group, left with the VCU community afterhe
addressed his concerns about the Federal Communications
Commission’s increasing regulations and his outlook for
the future of television broadcasting.

The halftime show incident at Super Bowl XXXVIII
where Justin Timberlake exposed Janet Jackson’s breast
during a performance sparked a wave of controversy,
which, he said, led authorities to impose stringent penal-
ties.

“It took nine-tenths of a second, but the ramifications
have had a tremendous impact on the broadcast industry,”
Swanson told students, faculty and area media profession-
als during Tuesday’s School of Mass Communications’
Turpin Lecture on the Monroe Park Campus.

When the FCC fined Viacom and its subsidiaries
$550,000 and issued a Notice of Apparent Liability cita-
tion, he said, it sent a clear message to broadcasters to
re-evaluate their program content before its airing.

Swansonsaid thiscitation and others since threaten First
Amendment rights for broadcasters and citizens alike.

“Think about if you want to live in a country where
the First Amendment is not practiced,” he said, suggest-
ing the latest FCC regulations could mean the end of live
television.

For example, most shows choose to run on a 5-second
delay. But to ensure they abide by FCC guidelines, some
stations now avoid live coverage altogether.

Although American broadcasting has always been
different from other countries because of the First Amend-
ment, Swanson said he fears that the government regula-
tions of the media in other countries may cross over to
America.

Another issue he addressed during his lecture covered
the 1966 Telecommunications Act that allows companies
to own a greater number of broadcast outlets than they
have inthe past. Since this enables groups such as Viacom,
Disney, Fox and General Electric to control 7.5 percent
of television stations in the United States, Swanson said
he doesn’t view this as a major issue at this time.

“Youhave majornetworks now thatdon’tmake money,”
he said. “That’s why so many are trying to acquire sta-
tions.”

Whathedoes see as amajor concern for mediamanage-
ment, however, centers around companies having a fair,
accurate and balanced approach to broadcasting.

“There’s an awful lot at stake,” Swanson said, referring
to the high-profile incidents that may have discredited the
integrity of broadcasting.

He cited two examples that occurred before the 2004
presidential election: DanRather’s endorsement of forged
documents about President George W. Bush’s military
record and the Sinclair Broadcast Group’s decision to

air a documentary only on presidential candidate John
Kerry’s military record. Neither report was considered
fair, accurate or balanced.

The Turpin Lecture, first introduced in 2003 with
speaker Tom Curley, newly appointed president and chief
executiveofficerof The Associated Press, honorsthelegacy
of William H. Turpin, former professor and first associate
director of the School of Mass Communications.

Since Turpin’s expertise was editing and media
management, the lecture’s purpose is to bring respected
mediaprofessionals to help benefit mass communications
students and professionals in the community.

Students’ reactions about the lecture varied.

“I think it provided a wonderful insight into some
executives’ perspective of what goes on in the broadcast-
ing world,” said Angela Castleberry, a senior broadcast
major.

Others were disappointed.

“I thought it was going to be more about how he got
into his career and about other careers in broadcasting,”
said Maria Walker, a senior public relations major.

Many students said they were just satisfied to hear this
television-broadcast pioneer speak. Swanson established
one of television’s most popular primetime programs,
Monday Night Football, and created the award-winning
Oprah Winfrey Show.

The Peabody Award winner concluded his lecture by
giving advice to broadcasting students by saying there is
no magic formula to success in the industry.

“It’s more important to believe in yourself or no one
else will believe in you,” he said. ““Your performance will
become your resume.”

KRYSTAL JONES

Council works to promote interdisciplinary studies

sources can be used in order to inform people about

Jeff Martin, a council member who represents

Staff Writer

After 10 years of working for The Richmond
Times-Dispatch, Lorraine Blackwell decided toenroll
in VCU’s Interdisciplinary Studies Program to fin-
ish her bachelor’s degree. Blackwell said she knew
about the program only because she worked
for the university in the late 1980s when
students could earn a Bachelor of General
Studies degree.

The program, previously known as the
Nontraditional Studies Program, has been
offered to students at the university for 27
years, butsome alumni said the publicdoesn’t
really know about it.

Therefore, Blackwell and other interdisci-
plinary studies graduates want people toknow
that the program at VCU still exists.

“The Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies
has got to get the word out,” Blackwell said.
“It should be promoted on the Web site more
and through advertisements, newspapers,
radio and TV.”

Robert Putney, president of VCU’s Non-
traditional Studies Council, agrees with

Blackwell and offers some ideas on helping the
program become more visible in the community.

“I think an advertising campaign will be very
beneficial,” Putney said. “I also believe more re-

the program.”

Linda Spinelli, coordinator of the program, ac-
knowledged that promotions for the program are
an issue.

The program, she said, is not designed for the
traditional freshman or the undecided sophomore but

“For those that are older in the work-

ing world, it is not convenient to
attend traditional one-hour classes.

However, they would love the oppor-
tunity to further their education to

advance in the work place.”

— Jeff Martin, Nontraditional Stud-

ies Council member

for older students who have acquired many credits.
“I’ve only been in this position since September
18, but I do plan on working on some ways to inform
people about the program,” Spinelli said. “It’s hard
to inform students about applying to the program
because it has to be the right kind of student.”

one of the students Spinelli describes as appropriate

for the program, said he didn’t have to leave his job

at Philip Morris to earn his degree in manufactur-

ing management. Instead, he said he completed the

program off-campus.

Martin called it “a good program” that would be
beneficial for adults who work and want to earn

a bachelor’s or a master’s degree.

“For those that are older in the working
world, it is not convenient to attend traditional
one-hour classes,” Martin said, recalling his
experiences. “However, they would love the
opportunity to further theireducation to advance
in the work place.”

VCU, he said, needs to sell this program to
companies where it would benefitthe university
as well as the individual. Martin told council
members thatit would be difficult for the council
alone to try to promote the program based on
the number of people on the council and the
time they could devote to it. The university, he
said, does have a lot to offer and promoting this
program would require some creativity as well

as innovation to make people aware of it.

The Virginia General Assembly in 1972 created
interdisciplinary studies and other similar programs
when it passed legislation calling for senior univer-
sities to develop a nontraditional degree for people
ages 24 and older who work full time.
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Director implements stricter criteria for honors students

FRANK BROWN
Staff Writer

The University Honors Program offers various activi-
ties, courses and incentives to well-performing students.
Some honors students, however, would be happy with
just one perk — early registration.

According to the class sched-
ule, honors students and those
with disabilities have the first
choice of classes. They are al-
lowedtoregister one week before
graduate students, who are next
in line for registration.

“Thebiggestbenefitis clearly
registering forclassesearly,” said
Matt Sievert, a junior honors stu-
dent. “That makes a humongous
difference as far as signing up
for classes.”

The incentive was so appeal-
ing that some students said they
joined the program with no plan
to graduate with honors. But
no more, because the program implemented a rule this
fall to encourage its students to become involved in the
program’s activities. Honors students now must attend at
leastthree seminars per semester and complete atleastone
honors class yearly to remain eligible for the program’s
housing and scholarships.

Timothy
Hulsey

“I know there are a lot of students who sign up for the
program and never take a class, never come to anything,”
said Timothy Hulsey, director of the honors program. “It
just seems to me like it’s damning the system.”

Hulsey said he wants to “change the culture” of the
honors program.

“We’re trying to create a sort of ‘community of schol-
ars’ feel,” he said, “and I think we can keep the numbers
down and have active students.”

“I know there are a lot of students

who sign up for the program and

never take a class, never come to

anything. It just seems to me like
it’s damning the system.”

— Timothy Hulsey, director of the
honors program

Still, some students disagree with Hulsey’s vision for
the program. Chanel Call, a sophomore criminal-justice
major, said she joined the program solely for the early-
registration perk.

“People who have good grades should be rewarded
by letting them register early,” she said. “They should be

For more information about the
University Honors Program go to
http://www.vcu.edu/honors.

given an incentive to continue making good grades.”

Sievert said he was disappointed that students enroll
in honors classes just to register early because that’s not
what the honor program is all about.

“But I think that’s just part of the game,” he said. “If
you’re offering incentives, then there will be people who
will come to take advantage of those incentives.”

Sarah Broughton, a junior social work major, said she,
however, became displeased with the honors program
because of the time commitment.

“I’ve taken about four or five modules, and I really
enjoyed them, but I just don’t have time in my schedule
to do it anymore,” she said. “I probably won’t graduate
from the honors program. I can graduate with honors
from the social work program.”

Nonetheless, Hulsey said the response to the rule
change has been dramatic and positive.

“Attendance has been way up; enrollment has been
way up,” he said, adding that he hopes to expand the re-
quirements within the next couple years. If that happens,
merely remaining in the program will require participation
in its activities “just to show that (students) are working
toward graduation with honors.”
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Lewis hopes to leave Faculty Senate with a strong leader

KYLE TRYGSTAD
Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: This is the third part of a three part se-
ries.

Judith Lewis, an associate professor in VCU’s School of
Nursing began serving her second term as Faculty Senate
president this fall. Because of her position and the changing
face of VCU’s faculty, the Commonwealth Times interviewed
Lewis to discuss the major issues she
and other Senate members will work on
during the 2004-2005 academic year.

CT: How much of a role does the
Faculty Senate have in hiring the
provost?

The Board of Visitors hires every-
body. I would be sure that not only
the Faculty Senate, but the faculty
is involved. But the other thing that
happens is that as candidates come to
campus there are open sessions with
faculty and students, and you get an opportunity to go to
the sessions to ask questions and fill out evaluation forms.
And I think students and faculty both need to meet people
and find out where they’re coming from.

Judy Lewis

CT: What other goals have you set forth for the
Faculty Senate?

One of the things that is important to me since this is my
second and last year as president is to make sure that we’ve
got good leadership in place so that this will work again.

One of the things I like to do is mentor people and to work
to make sure that we have folks waiting in the wings.

You always need to find three people to replace yourself,
because something happens to one or two of them. So one of
the things I’m working on is continuing to develop faculty
and also continuing to develop our relationship with the
administration.

Faculty members are always working on developing new
curricula and new programs. We’re working on getting our
research funded. So to make sure we have the infrastructure
in place to work with administration on things like that is
very important.

Personally I’'m excited because we’re in the final phases
of design and will be breaking ground in the spring for a
new School of Nursing building. And that’s been an issue
because this building is just old. It used to be a dormitory.
It wasn’t designed architecturally for classrooms.

So we’re looking forward to having a facility in which
we can have human-patient simulators and some other
state-of-the-arttechnologies — because thereis atremendous
nursing shortage. The building is going to be on Lee Street
at the corner of Lee and 11" streets. So we’re very excited
about that.

CT: What’s being done to combat the nursing short-
age?

We have more than doubled our undergraduate program
since I came 12 years ago.

When I came, the course I’'m teaching right now had 40
students. Inow have 80 studentsinthatclass. Sowe’vereally
increased the number of new nurses we’re putting out.

We have a large program of folks who are already reg-

For more information about the
Faculty Senate go to http://
www.facultysenate.vcu.edu

istered nurses but don’t have college degrees—they went
to a junior college or diploma school. We have lots and lots
of those.

Wehave abig program now for folks whohave bachelor’s
degrees in something other than nursing. So we’re looking
to get the best and the brightest. Someone told me the other
day that they went to a movie theater, and during the ads
and previews there was an ad for VCU School of Nursing.
So we’re really working hard to get the word out.

Thereisahuge projected shortage innursing. Inmy many
years in the field there have been shortages and surpluses
and shortages and surpluses. And this is a shortage that’s
not going to go away.

There’s also the fact that as those of us of my age that
are moving toward retirement, we’re going to have a huge
shortage of faculty as well. You can only grow as fast as
you have qualified faculty to teach.

But we’ve got a really nice partnership with the hospital.
Onthis campus the academic medical center and the hospital
are just wonderful partners in terms of working with us to
increase training facilities for students.

Sowe’vebeen workingreally hard to keep the curriculum
innovative. We compete really well. We have no shortage of
qualified applicants. We’ve been really pleased. The nursing
students are great.
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Albanian university
professors on 3-day
strike for pay rise

TIRANA, Albania — Albanian
university professors went on a three-
day strike Wednesday seeking a pay
rise and better work conditions.

Some 200 professors from the facul-
ties of construction, electronics, me-
chanics and geology atthe Polytechnic
University of Tirana gathered at Mother
Teresa Square to call for a 100 percent
salary increase. The faculties jointly
have around 5,000 students.

All other universities in Tirana and
other towns supported the strike, stop-
ping lessons for one hour, Albanian
media reported.

"Unless the government responds
officially in a written form, we shall
continue our protest," said professor
Emil Lamani, a spokesman for the
group, adding they did nottrust govern-
mentstatements thatit was considering
a pay rise for professors this month.

"Reforms have been in the govern-
ment programs but never applied or
supported financially. We shall go to
the end this time," Lamani said with-
out making clear what would be the
next step.

Upto30 percentof professors, most
with postgraduate scientific degrees,
have left post-communist Albania for
the United States, Canada or Western
Europe during the post-communist
period.

"The government should consider
that without the intelligence there
would be nodevelopment in this coun-
try," said professor Luljeta Bozo.

Monthly salaries at the univer-
sity range from 30,000 leks (US$319;
euro246) to 60,900 leks (US$648;
euro500).

The average monthly salary in
Albania is 21,000 leks (US$223;
eurol72).

"We want dignity and not think any
moment of emigration or staying at the
streets to sell bananas," said professor
Marenglen Gjonaj.

The Science and Education Ministry
said it agreed with the professors' fi-
nancial requests, but that pay increases
were up to the Finance Ministry.

"Their demands need to find place
in the government budget and that is
up to the Ministry of Finance," said
spokesman Vladimir Lame, adding that
a meeting would be held this week.

Colleges look for ways to cap book costs

KRISTEN WYATT

Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — It's one of the most
common college complaints: expensive
textbooks. Some of them cost hundreds
of dollars, and with new required editions
every few years, students have slim op-
portunities to buy used ones.

The state Board of Regents examined
ways to curbrising textbook costs Wednes-
day, fearing that if they don't do something
to stop textbook inflation, the Legislature
will force caps for them.

Last session three measures to cap
textbook costs were considered, and even
though none became law, college policy-
makers say the complaintsaren't goingaway
and they better stop runaway costs before
they're forced to stick with old books.

"The cost has become prohibitive to an
awful lot of people," warned Chancellor
Tom Meredith.

Textbooks can now make up 20 percent
of the cost of attending public college, said
Bill Bowes, staff treasurer for the Regents'
vice chancellorof finance. College textbook
editions are updated on average every 3.8
years, forcing many students to buy new
books instead of saving about 25 percent
by buying used books, he said.

Bowes set up a six-campus task force of
campus bookstore administrators to exam-

ine how to keep costs down. The Board of
Regentsisn'tproposing any rules for profes-
sors and bookstores yet, but those could be
onthe way. College textbook complaints are
getting big attention from lawmakers and
college administrators nationwide.

Just three months ago, the California
legislature passed a law requiring college
presidents to work with faculty to find
least-costly textbooks. The governor of
Illinois, Gov. Rod Blagojevich, ordered
a state investigation into high textbook
costs in May.

Even Congress is considering stepping
in. The U.S. House has considered, though
notapproved,aninvestigation into possible
textbook price gouging and whether books
are sold cheaper overseas.

Meredith said Georgia colleges need a
plan before politicians step in and require
professors to keep the same textbooks for
longer periods of time.

"We're not saying anybody's doing any-
thing wrong," he said. "We're just looking
at it closely."

Among the explanations for the sky-
rocketing costs of college books: more
add-ons like CDs and online study aides,
more graphics in the texts and more fre-
quent new editions, especially in science
and technology fields.

Bowes defended college bookstores
and professors and said they're unlikely to

blame for the fast growth of book costs.
College bookstores make a higher profit
margin on used books than new books, he
said, so there's little pressure by the stores
to bring in new books. And many schools,
including the University of Georgia, don't
allow professors to assign textbooks they
wrote without higher approval, cutting the
likelihood that professors order new edi-
tions just to line their own pockets.

Bowes' recommendations included en-
couraging schools to adopt standard core
curriculum books and asking professors
to meet earlier deadlines for choosing new
books, saving college bookstores from
paying rush-shipment fees. Bowes also
suggested that professors be more clear with
students about which books are required,
and which are only recommended.

Also,the Regents are considering asking
the Legislature for a sales-tax exemption
on college textbooks, which would save
students a few pennies per dollar.

No decisions were made Wednesday by
the Regents, but they expect to revisit the
book question. A state lawmaker who pro-
posed profit caps on textbooks last session,
Democratic Rep. Barbara Massey Reece
of Menlo, said she'd hold off on pushing
another bill while college officials try to fix
the problem themselves.

"We'll probably wait and see what the
Regents do," she said.

LARRY O'DELL

Va. Beach lawmaker starts campaign for attorney general

tion reforming the welfare and juvenile justice systems and

Associated Press Writer

ficially announced his candidacy.

for governor in 2005.

to go along with the rhetoric."

comment

RICHMOND — Del. BobMcDonnell of Virginia Beachon
Wednesday became the first candidate to officially announce
for statewide office in 2005, saying his top priority as attorney
general would be protecting Virginia from terrorist threats.

McDonnell, 50, declared his candidacy for the Republi-
can nomination at the state Capitol, the first of 13 stops on
a three-day statewide tour. He will likely be opposed in the
June 14 GOP primary by Richmond lawyer Steve Baril, who
is organizing a campaign and raising money but has not of-

Incumbent Jerry Kilgore is the presumptive GOP nominee

In his appearance before about three dozen supporters,
McDonnell contrasted his experience with that of his opponent
without mentioning Baril by name. Baril has been active in
GOP politics but has not held elective office.

"[tiseasy for candidates who have notbeen elected to office
to engage in political rhetoric, to complain about what has not
been accomplished while making promises about what they
are going to do," McDonnell said. "But I believe voters will
want to make sure there is actually a track record of results

Baril did not immediately return a phone call seeking
McDonnell is a former state prosecutor who was elected to

the House of Delegatesin 1991, defeating 20-year Democratic
incumbent Glenn B. McClanan. He has sponsored legisla-

toughening the state's drunken driving laws.

He is chairman of the House Courts of Justice Committee,
which handles crime bills and screens judicial nominees.

McDonnell said Virginia's proximity to the nation's capital,
its ports and its large number of military bases makes the state
a potential terrorist target and "we must ensure the very best
training for our first responders."

He told reporters later that he is especially interested in
improving port security. He said he will have specific recom-
mendations later in the campaign.

Other priorities, McDonnell said, will include fighting
Internet-related and gang crimes. He also vowed to "defend
ourtraditional values," including the state's prohibition against
same-sex marriages and its ban on procedure that abortion
opponents call "partial-birth abortion." A lawsuit challenging
the abortion law is pending in federal appeals court.

The attorney general's office has been a steppingstone for
gubernatorial hopefuls. Former Gov. Jim Gilmore held the
job, as did unsuccessful gubernatorial candidates Marshall
Coleman, Mary Sue Terry and Mark Earley.

McDonnell said he is focused only on the next two elec-
tions _ the GOP primary and the November general election.
Possible Democratic candidates include state Sens. Creigh
Deeds of Bath County and John Edwards of Roanoke.

McDonnell has raised just over $800,000 and Baril about
$785,000, according to the most recent campaign finance
reports. McDonnell said he expects to raise about $1.3 mil-
lion for the primary and just over $3 million for the general

election.
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Upcoming Sports

EVENTS

NCAA

Thursday Nov. 18

Preseason NIT on ESPN
Men'’s basketballvs. Wake For-
est, 7:30 p.m.

The Rams face the Demon
Deacons in a in a rematch of
last year’s NCAA tournament
first-round game. Alotof Wake’s
faces are the same, including
point guard Chris Paul, but the
Rams will take anew-look team
to Winston-Salem.

Saturday Nov. 20

Women’s basketball vs. Bel-
mont, 2 p.m.

After running through their two
preseason games, the Rams
travel to Tennessee to face
the Bruins and senior forward
Brandi Miller, the preseason
All-Atlantic Sun player who
averaged 16 points and 9.8
rebounds in her 28 games last
season.

Intramurals

3-on-3 Basketball Tourna-
ment

Captains meeting Thursday,
Now. 18.

Play begins Monday, Nov. 22.
Entry fee is $15 per team.

5-on-5 Basketball Leagues
Earlyregistration runs from Nov.
29 through Dec. 3.

Entry fee is $15 per team.

For more information contact
the VCU sports line: 828-7000.

VCU sporting events are free to
students with a valid student ID.

Give the Week 12 crown to Raj Sethi. He went a perfect 4-0 last week.

Almost everyone else was a game back, being tripped up either by the
Eagles or, in the case of your favorite sports editor, the Packers. C’mon,

the Packers?

Us: 57-43 (.570). Them 51-29 (.638).

Raj Sethi

Last Week: 4-0
Denver at New Or-
leans: Mike Sha-
nahan has had two
weeks to prepare for
this game, and the
Saints haven’t beaten a team with a
winning record this year. Not going
to happen this week. Broncos

Detroit at Minnesota: Both teams
areinatailspin. The Vikings win this
onesimply becausethey’re playingat
home and they have Dante Culpep-
per. The Lions don’t. Vikings

Tennessee at Jacksonville: QB Da-
vid Garrard will show for the second
week in a row that he deserves to
be a starter somewhere next year.
With Air McNair on the sidelines,
the Titans are finding the going to
be very tough. Jaguars

New England at Kansas City: On
paper, the Chiefs look to be out-
matched simply because they have
no defense whatsoever, but I have
a feeling they’ll win a shootout,
even without Priest Holmes. Call it
a hunch, because the pick definitely
defies logic. Chiefs

Jon Kennaugh
Sophomore
Favorite Team:
Redskins

Broncos over Saints
Vikings over Lions
Titans over Jaguars
Patriots over Chiefs

Julian Benbow
Last Week: 3-1
Denver at New Or-
leans:The Broncos
biggest edge in this

game is probably Jake
Plummer’s ability to
throw the ball forward, unlike Saints
QB Aaron Brooks. Broncos

Detroit at Minnesota:The Vikings
canscore,even withoutRandy Moss,
but I'm willing to go with Detroit as
an upset special. Lions

Tennessee at Jacksonville: The
Jaguarshavebeen lucky all year, why
would their luck run out against the
Titans, who had games against the
Bengals, Texans and Bears and only
came away with one win? Jaguars

New England at Kansas City: So
the Chiefs have a backup running
back that can score touchdowns.
The Pats have a kicker that can do
the same thing and a wide receiver
that can play defense. How do you
beat that? Patriots

Sam Martinez
Sophomore
Favorite Team:
Redskins

Saints over Broncos
Lions over Vikings
Jaguars over Titans
Chiefs over Patriots

Broncos/Saints
highlight slow
Week 11

RAJ SETHI
Staff Writer

Week 11 provides no games that jump out
at you as the game of the week, but this one
pits two teams in need of a win more desper-
ately than you might assume. The Broncos
enter coming off a bye, and needing to keep
pace with San Diego in the AFC West. The
Saints, meanwhile, come into Sunday’s game
as probably the most schizophrenic team in
the NFL. A week after allowing 43 points to
the Chargers, the Saints’ D allowed just 20 in
a home win over Kansas City. New Orleans
has a weak schedule the rest of the way, and a
second straight win could kick start a winning
streak that could propel them into the playoffs.
Jim Haslett’s job is on the line.

Bend but Don’t Break

Well to be honest, it’s been more break than
just bend so far for the Saints’ defense this
season. The unithas givenup atleast 20 points
in every contest. Having the worst-ranked
defensive unit in the NFL, and the fact that the
Saints’ four wins this season have been by a
combined margin of 18 points typically aren’t
ingredients included in the recipe for success,
but somehow they have managed to pull it
off. One main reason is that the defense has
been opportunistic, evident by a +5 turnover
margin. Last week, they forced turnovers on
the Chiefs’ final two possessions to preserve
a come-from-behind win. Still, the defense
will have to kee