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CALENDAR

WEIRD NEWS

MARCH 3 THROUGH MARCH 5

Thursday, March 3

Friday, March 4

Saturday, March 5

Farmer at 828-2784.

Interested in learning more about the his-
tory of Virginia? Join the art history faculty
for their lecture series “The Architecture
of Thomas Jefferson and the Research of
VCU’s Students.”” Dr. Charles Brownell, a
professor of art history at VCU, will lecture
at the Grace Street Theater from 4 p.m. to 5
p-m. For more information contact James

Need abreak from studying? APB and
UnCommonCinemapresent “‘Spanglish’
from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. in the Commons
Theater. For more details call LaTonya
Dunaway at 405-6297.

Join student affairs as it sponsors the
Madden 2005 PS2 Tournament. The
action takes place at the Stuart C. Siegel
Center from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Contestants
must register to play by Friday, March
4 and there is a $3 entry fee. For more
information ortoregister, call Constantine
Alexakos at 827-0315.

CAMPUS FORECAST

Thursday

44/22

Friday

49/32

Recycle this
newspaper!
For recycling information,
visit:
www.vcu.edu/recycling
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Compiled from wire reports

Veterinarian
creates pig mood
music

A veterinarian in Belgium
has created a compact disc
with boars grunting to sexu-
ally stimulate pigs. The vet
said the music excites sows
and makes it easier for him to
artificially inseminate them.
TheCDisalready ahitin Hol-
land, with 400 copies sold.
The vet will now release the
CD in his homeland. He has
also found that the louder the
music plays the more excited
the pigs become. One pig
farmeractually placed speak-
ers in the stable with the sows
making them think the pig is
living with them.

Snake eats tail

A king snake at an aquar-
ium in Taiwan ate its own
tail. The snake, which had
not eaten in 24 hours, saw his
own tail’s reflection and as-
suming it was another snake,
swallowed it. The snake
recovered after undergoing
emergency treatment.

Drive-in brothels
a hit

Germany hasnow decided
toopenmoredrive-inbrothels
after its first one was a suc-
cess. The original brothel
in Cologne has eight garage
areas where clients can drive
in to do their business with
the women who work there.

Not wanting to discriminate,
there are areas available for
customers who do not have a
car to also partake in the fes-
tivities. Showers and toilets
are provided for the women,
as well as alert sirens in case
of an emergency.

Woman
advertises for
grandson

A 64-year-old Chinese
woman advertised in a lo-
cal newspaper that she was
searching for a grandson,
since her son wasnotplanning
tohave children. The woman
said that she has enough
money to support herself
but is looking for a grandson
to take care of as well. The
woman said she wants to find
a three-person family with a
small child who are willing to
allow her to take on the role
of grandmother. After a six-
monthscreening process, she
would allow the entire family
to move in with her. She has
already had several responses
to her request.

Skinny as a rail

Two 15-year-old boys
arrested for disturbing the
peace escaped from a prison
in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
by sliding between the prison
bars. Police said the boys
were quite thin and they man-
aged to pass through the bars
atnight whenthe guarddozed
off. Prison officials said they
are astonished that this could
have happened and that they
never thought something like

this could happen. They do
admit, however, that their
prisons were not built to hold
teenagers.

Student fails 39
times

A student from La Plata,
Argentina, has finally gradu-
ated from a university after
taking a course for 20 years.
The unnamed student failed
the same class 39 times con-
secutively before finally pass-
ing it. The university said it
had never seen anything like
this before and that they will
enact new policies to prevent
it from happening again. Al-
though they dohavetolerance
with students, they said that
this case was a bit much.

No laughing
matter

Prisons often offer ways
for convicts to rehabilitate
themselves, but one jail in
England is offering some-
thing new. Winchester Jail
now offers comedy courses
to inmates. The jail hired
comedians to teach courses
for 400 prisoners. A local
comedy bar chain is funding
the project, which teaches
convicts different means of
communication.

Front cover photo by
Pat Kane.

| I | [ [

Thursday, March 3, 2005

The Commonwealth

TIMES

Room 1149, T. Edward Temple
Building, 901 W. Main St.
Richmond, VA 23284-2010

Executive Editor
DEVON MARROW

CTeditor03@yahoo.com

Managing Editor
JONATHAN ROBBINS

robbinsjs@vcu.edu

News Co-Editor
KATIE GANTT

ganttkt@vcu.edu

Spectrum Editor
JOANNAH NWOKEABIA

jhwokeabia@yahoo.com

Associate Spectrum Editor
JOSEPH GAVIN

gavinjd@gmail.com

Sports Editor
JULIAN BENBOW

Benbowijj@yahoo.com

Editorials & Letters Editor
OMAR YACOUBI

yacoubioa@vcu.edu

Photography Editor
PAT KANE

kanepm@vcu.edu

Production Manager
MARY FRANKE MILLER

mmiller@rme.edu

Production Chief
RACHEL BLACK

blackrl@mail2.vcu.edu

Graphic Designer
ANDREW BABB

Andrew(@toolatetorun.com

Business Manager

DAN PRINCE

princedd@vcu.edu

Accounts Manager
CHRISTINE MENDOZA

catchrisjay@hotmail.com

Advertising Director

MORGAN COPELAND

copelandmd@vcu.edu

Advertising Representative
JUSTIN JOHNS

johnsjp@vcu.edu

Office Manager
JAMES APPLEBACH

applebachjr@vcu.edu

Webmaster
THOMAS GEHRING

tagehrin@vcu.edu

Adbvertising and Classifieds
ctaddept@gmail.com

www.commonwealthtimes.com

ctvcu@hotmail.com
(804) 828-1058

3/3/05 1:39:00 AM




Thursday, March 3, 2005

NEWS

The Commonwealth Times ¢ 3

Ministry team breathes new life into student group

JENNY SMITH
Staff Writer

Since the Rev. Alan Jones started
ministering to the Baptist Student Union,
its members have discussed selling their
building on campus and created a leader-
ship team instead of electing officers for
the organization.

Seven students and Jones, who also
ministers to university students at the
First Baptist Church at the Boulevard

Although Jones said he doesn’t know how
theindividuals will be chosen, he suggested
that he and the team most likely will col-
laborate on the decision.

One BSU member, Wendy Belton, a
senior social work major, said she likes
having a ministry team rather than a slate
of officers.

“The mission of BSU seems like it’s
getting accomplished better,” she said of
the team’s leadership. Nonteam members,
she said, still have input into what goes on

and Monument intersection, established a
ministry team to answer questions others
have about the BSU. The team plans the
group’s activities and programs as well as
overseeing such matters as maintaining
the building.

Stephanie Smith, aministry-team mem-
ber, said the union needed the team so the
organizationcouldreviveitself once again.
With the group leadership, she said more
members now attend services, while others
show interest in joining the organization.

Jones, who visits the campus Wednes-
days and Thursdays, said he wants the
ministry team to do more and intends to
teach its members leadership skills.

“I'minterested indeveloping theirchar-
acterofleadership,” the Baptist Theological
Seminary graduate said, adding that he

wants the students to say: “This is my pas-
sion; this is where I want to serve.
“This is when ministry really hap-

Clark Norton (left) and Logan Jones play music at the
Baptist Student Union.

pens.”

After five more members join the group
next fall, it will become a 12-person team.

at the BSU, but the ministry-team imple-
ments its suggestions, which has made the
ministry stronger.

“With the BSU being strong,” Belton
said, “it’ll have a strong impact on VCU
and on the BSU students.”

Jones said the team concept becomes
even more important if the organization
has to move because that’s when team
members help decide what the organiza-
tion would do should BSU lose its home.
If that occurs, Smith, a psychology major,
said members have talked about meeting
at the Pace Center at 700 W. Franklin St.,
but they may need to discuss their meeting
options with VCU officials.

“We’re still here and we’re still open,”
shesaid. “(We are a) bighappy family will-
ing to accept everyone no matter what.”

JACK LAVELLE
Staff Writer

“Advancethe Research Mission: 2005-2011, the title
of the six-year plan VCU’s Board of Visitors approved
last Thursday, calls forincreased international awareness
of VCU’s School of Medicine and improved standards
of health care for Central Virginians.

“It will change the nature of our medical school,”
VCU President Eugene P. Trani told the board in urging
every member to ratify the proposal.

Dr. Sheldon Retchin, vice president for VCU Health
Sciences and CEO of VCU’s Health System, said the
medical school will rely on “good old-fashioned sci-
ence” to expand its programs and reputation during a
PowerPoint presentation to the board.

Thomas G. Rosenthal, chairman of the board’s aca-
demic and health-affairs policy committee, said the plan
scrupulously articulates an outline for financial manage-
ment and a reorganization of assets and gifts.

Major goals for the School of Medicine listed in the
plan include hiring more than 100 additional full-time
junior and senior faculty members and obtaining more
research funding from the National Institutes of Health.
Renovating and constructing several buildings on the
Medical Center campus also are on the agenda.

At the same meeting, E. Janet Riddick, chairwoman
of the board’s student affairs committee, asked that the
committee’s proposed legislation to double the number

Board of Visitors discusses VCU Medical Center plans

of student representatives to the board be voted on at the
next meeting. If approved, the board would have one
student representative from each Richmond campus.

Zmarak Kahn, the Monroe Park Campus student
government president, said the idea behind this change
inthe board’s bylaws arose because the Monroe Park and
the Medical Center’s student governmentrepresentatives
know only the needs of their own constituents.

The administration, he said, has argued that the SGA
presidents of the two campuses should meet to discuss
issues, but one president is not accountable to the other.
Therefore, anunderrepresented campus cannot guarantee
that its concerns would be reported to the board.

One plan would allow students from each campus
to elect a representative to the board. Another would
automatically endorse the two SGA presidents as rep-
resentatives.

As it is now, the provost’s office compiles a list of
eligible students from which the board chooses adelegate.
According tothe studentaffairs committee proposal, that
process provides an administrational filter that decides
who can represent the students.

“Would I want the faculty representative (to the Board
of Visitors) to have to go through the students?”” asked
Kahn illustrating his point. “No. I think they should be
elected by the faculty.”

The board meets again on May 20, when the members
areexpected todiscuss the proposed student-representa-
tion amendment.

2005 VCU Board of
Visitors

The Honorable Ralph “Bill” L.
Axselle Jr.
Mr. David G. Baldacci
Dr. Edward H. Bersoff
Dr. J. Alfred Broaddus Jr.
Dr. John C. Doswell Il
Mr. Brian K. Jackson
The Honorable Anne J. G. Rhodes
Ms. E. Janet Riddick
Mr. Richard T. Robertson
Dr. Michele A. Romano
Mr. Thomas G. Rosenthal
Dr. Carol S. Shapiro
Mr. John Sherman Jr.
The Honorable G. Bryan Slater
Mr. Thomas G. Snead Jr.
Mr. Philip Thompson Sr.
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CLASSIFIEDS
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HELP WANTED

Douglas Aquatics is seeking lifeguard. Man-
agers, and lifeguard/swim instructors. FT/PT
throughoutRichmond area. Certification avail.
Greatpay, incentives, and advancement.
Houglasaquatics.con] (804) 232-0225.

VCU students! Classifieds 25 words or
less are FREE! Anything above 25 words
is only 10¢/word. For the full Terms of Use,
check out our classifieds section at www.
commonwealthtimes.com. (FYT: This ad
would only cost $2.50!) For the full
bf Usd, check out our classifieds section at
www.commonwealthtimes.com

MUSICIANS WANTED

Looking for a band member? Make that
search easy with a classified in The Common-
wealth Times! For a limited time, classifieds
will cost just $10 a week! This includes two
50-word classifieds and one full week of
online advertising! Call or stop by our office
to place your ad. 804-828-1058

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Areyouinvolved? VCU studentorganizations
canrunclassifiedsin The Commonwealth Times
for a special price; just $10 gets two classifieds
at a maximum of 50 words. That’s twice the
regular amount, twice the time, half the
price! Call or stop by our office to place your
ad. 804-828-1058

Creating solutions, changing lives.
SUMMER CAMP JOBS

Locking for the best summer of your
life? Easter Seals Virginia can help
you find it. We are committed to
helping people with disabilities gain
greater independence. Join our
dedicated team this summer at Camp
Easter Seals Virginia in Craig County.
We have job openings for camp
counselors and program leaders
(acuatics, horseback riding, musie,
nature, sports and more). Room,
board and salary provided. Feor
information, contact Deborah Duerk at
dduerle@va.easterseals.com or at
(5407 BB4-5T80. Visit our website to
learn how you can make a difference.
www,va.easterseals.com

03032005M.indd 4

Want to reach the student body
of VCU?

Advertise with

 The Commonwealth Times
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 10% OFF
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COOL NEW & VINTAGE
CLOTHES
JEWELRY
HOUSIWARES
GIFTS
FuN FOOTWEAR &
HostERy

TRASH CULTURE

NECESSITIES
W. GRACE ST. 358-
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What’s your scholarship?

Find your scholarship opportunities

at our re-launched Scholarship Channel.

Visit www.commonwealthtimes.com

@qﬁmhﬂ!ﬂar

READ YOUR
FAVORITE NEWSPAPER
ON THE INTERNET.

www.commonwealthtimes.com
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SGA fills fifth justice position

JULIE KINZER
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Roach said she wants to explore life and seek
new opportunities every day, which is why she wanted to
be a part of the Student Government Association. Presi-
dent Zmarak Khan told the Senate Feb. 14 that he had full
confidencein Roach when he appointed her the fifth justice
to serve on the judicial branch. The Senate confirmed the
appointment at that meeting.

“I was personally very impressed with her,” Khan told
the senators. “She’ll make a good member of the team
that we already have.”

Because Roach said she previously had never served in
a government position, the senators questioned whether
she could handle being in the judicial branch.

“The position and opportunity (are) what drove me to
the SGA. It wasreally interesting to me when I heard about
the position,” Roach told the Senate. “I'm really excited
to take part in the SGA at VCU and I feel this position
really fits me.”

Five justices serve on the judicial branch, but last fall
only four justices served.

“The Senate (last fall) had rejected my fifth appointee
to the judicial branch,” Khan said. “As such, we had (a)
vacancy on the board.”

When interviewing Roach for the position, some sena-
torsquestioned her limited experience in government, while
others said they had complete faith in her.

“Once approved, judges serve as
long as they are students. There-
fore, they may not be removed and
their term never ends. We have to
make sure that whomever we pick
is the right person for the job.”

—Zmarak Khan

“Why do you have the sudden urge to join the SGA and
anew leadershiprole after nothaving alot of experience?”
Sen. Arman Amiri asked.

Roachresponded by telling the senators that she wanted
“to explore every opportunity in the SGA and is more than
willing to play catch-up.”

Justice Lindsey Bryant described Roach as an asset to
the SGA who would make a great justice.

Since Roach, and other justices remain in office until
they graduate from VCU, Khan and others said they wanted
to be sure that the person they selected would have good
intentions.

“Iunderstand thatthe Senate takes its job of confirmation
very seriously,” Khan said. “Once approved, judges serve
as long as they are students. Therefore, they may not be

removed and their term never ends. We have to make sure
that whomever we pick is the right person for the job.

“Ihope that Elizabeth and other justices will help mature
into these new positions. Itis up to Elizabeth and the rest of
the four justices to make sure that we establish (a) strong
foundation for those who will be replacing them.”

Following the meeting, Roach said she understood that
the Senate had to ask her tough and personal questions but
some questions surprised her.

“I’m glad for the opportunity that SGA has given me,”
Roach said. “Some of the questions they were saying . .
. took me off-guard. Some weren’t about the SGA, but |
understand it’s part of the process.”

A Richmond native who transferred from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University to VCU last
fall, Roach said she returned home to her roots because
she was unhappy at Tech.

“I felt almost like I was at summer camp there,” Roach
said. “It didn’t feel like part of the real world to me, and [
liked what VCU had to offer.”

As a criminal-justice major, Roach said she plans to
attend law school.

“I'm really excited to take part in the SGA,” Roach
said. “Not being here my freshman year I feel like  missed
some opportunities. But I believe students can expect
from me fair and thoughtful decisions, and that’s what [
aim to do.”

Twenty-eight senators approved the appointment while
three objected, and one abstained.
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WORK ON YOUR SMILE FOR

& CHAMGE.

If you suffer from osthma you moy be eligibde io poricipate in o
chimcal research sfudy. Thas study is teshing the effectveness of two
marketed medications for the freotment of osthma.

You may be able to parficipote if yow:

¢ Are Africon-Americon or of African descent
¢ Are between 12 ond &5 years old
* Have o history of asthma

Stuchy stalf will review additanal criteria with you,

You will be asked b come o the clinic for 17 study visits over
opprocarnotely 135 months, All study-reloted medicol evaluations and
shudy medication are provided 1o gqualified paricpants of no cost,

For mare infermation, pleose contack:

Glenn M. Giessell, M.D.
Pulmonary Associates of Richmond
(804) 323-7002

R

Asthma

takes the air
out of your game.
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COME IN FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS!!!
(All Specials include a Medium Soft Drink)

== FAST BREAK CAFE

Located inside of The Siegel Center

1200 West Broad Street Richmond, VA 23284

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

next to the Rec Gym!

Hours:

Offer expires 6/1/05

when you purchase one of the daily specials!

Bring in this coupon for a FREE SMOOTHlE 0

Monday's Specials

Home Style Meal Loaf...................§3.75
sarved with mashed potatoes & greenbeans

Grilled Chicken & Swiss Sub.............. 53,95
served wilh choice of chips

Tuesday's Specials Thursday's Specials

“Smowothie Tuesday™ - $2.00 all day!

Wednesday's Specials

Fried or Baked Chicken & Vegetables.. .33.75
served with macaroni and cheese

Old Fashicned Pot Roast & Vegetables
Spaghetti and Meatbalks.............cc..c...... 3375 over egg noodles and a roll...............53.75
served with garic bread and a salad
Roast Beef & Cheddar Sandwich........... 53.95

sarved with your choice of chips

The CIub Sanawith........coumemsmrssserionns $3.95
Turkey Wrap....... ST el $3.95 sarved wilh potato salad

served with your choice of chips

Friday's Specials

‘Vegetable or Meal Lasagna..............33.78
sarved wilh garlic bread and a salad

Bacon Cheddar Cheeseburger............53.95
sarved with french fries

V7

VCU Student Organizations:

If you want this space for cheap, contact
Justin Johns at 804 828 10378.

\Hf

oot space?

WE DO! We offer studio, one, two and three bedroom space
close to the VCU/MCYV campus starting from $499 a month.
Flexible credit options available.

Call (804) 358 — 7135 for details.

03032005M.indd 6
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What exactly do forensic scientists do?
TV gives students wrong impression of profession

BLAKE ELLETT
Staff Writer

Lab rats. That’s the term William Eggleston uses to
describe forensic scientists.

“Forensic scientists are problem-solvers,” he said. “(They
are) lab rats.”

And he should know — Eggleston, a biology professor
who directs the Forensic Science Program at VCU, now
oversees more than 500 students.

That’s a 485 percent jump — a high jump — from the 15
majors the program started with almost four years ago.

Why so much interest in forensic sciences?

Eggleston said television shows have played a major
role concerning people’s interest in the field, but students
who became interested in it because of these shows could
be in for a surprise.

“There are things in the show that are quite inaccurate,
though it would be great if they were (accurate),” he said.
“Although some of the instrumentation is accurate, the tele-
vision shows blend the jobs of four or five people, and it’s
hard to tell where one job stops and another starts.”

Kari Magner, vice president of VCU’s Forensic Science
Student Club, said students enrolling in forensic science
classes as a result of their interest in these shows tend to be
disappointed once they begin attending class.

“Their bubbles are busted when they learn that the same
persondoesn’tretrieve evidence, runtests, question witnesses
and arrest suspects,” she said.

When Eggleston and the forensic-science faculty visit
high-school and college fairs looking for prospective students

Price slarting at

Standard
features include:

Price a= shown

XB $14195 16070

they find themselves having to explain exactly what forensic
science is and exactly what forensic science is not.

“There are always afew families who getup, and we direct
them over to the criminal justice table,” Eggleston said.

Because of his interest in forensic science Chris Olson,
now acriminal justice major, found himself having tochoose
between the two fields.

Would it be forensic science or criminal justice?

“I think it came down to whether I wanted to be in the
lab or in the field,” he said, “and being in the field interested
me more.”

Interest may also be increasing because of the growing
popularity of such female mystery writers as Sandra Brown
and Patricia Cornwell, whose main character is based on
Virginia’s chief medical examiner, a female.

What once may have been considered a male job only
now could be changing, especially at VCU. Eggleston said
85 percent of the forensic science students are female while
the other 15 percent is male.

Magner offered her reasoning for why more women
enroll than men.

“I could say it is because men are more likely to be inter-
ested in law enforcement. Therefore, (men) are more likely
to take the criminal justice path,” she said. “Some people are
discouraged by the amount of science classes required.”

Students apply for one of two separate tracks for adegree
in forensic science, but each requires 30 or more core credit
hours of chemistry and biology as well as lab time.

“That is the basis of forensics,” Magner said. “Science is
what allows us to draw conclusions about what happened at
a scene and who was involved.”

Scion’s “Pure Price” purchase experience

PURE VALUE. s

Vehicle starts well equipped. You can accessorize |or not]. Simple, straightforward menu pricing.

160-watt Figneer CO steras with s speakers, including two
tweeters and Scion Sound Processing / MP3 capable and XM
satellite ready / Air conditioner / Choice of thres wheel cover
designs / Anti-lock brakes [ Power windows, door locks, and
outside mirrors / S-year, 40,000-mile Poweartrain warrantyt

CRIME LOG

Feb. 10

* Female advised that an
unknown person damaged
personal property at the Cary
Street Deck.

* Female advised thatunknown
personsremoved property from
itslocationinthe A.D. Williams
building.

Feb. 11
* Female advised thatunknown
persons removed personal
property from its location at
Johnson Hall.

Feb. 16
* Male patient at North Hos-
pital advised that an unknown
personremoved property from
its location.

Feb. 17

*Male juvenilearrested fortres-
passing at the Cabell Library.

Feb. 20
e Female arrested for drunk
in public at 1100 block of W.
Main St.
* Male advised thatanunknown
personcutandremoved univer-
sity property from its location
at the Larrick Center.

Feb. 21
* Female employee at Main
Hospital advised thatunknown
persons removed her personal
property from its unsecured
location.

Feb. 22

» Femaleemployee advised that
anunknown person vandalized
andremoved personal property
valuedat$375 fromher vehicle
in the parking deck at Ryland
and Grace streets.

» Female arrested for trespass-
ing at the Gateway Building.

Feb. 23

» Male arrested with tools used
for burglary in his possession
in Monroe Park.

* Female arrested for obtain-
ing drugs by fraud, deceit or
forgery at the Ambulatory
Care Center.

Feb. 24
e A known person damaged
state property at North Hos-
pital.
* Two females were arrested
for assault at the S Deck.

cedr mileag
La Motor Corparation &
T-24468) or visit scion.com.

what moves you
scion.com
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SPORTS

For a while, it looked like the Colonial Athletic Association had two tickets to the NCAA tournament. But after Old Dominion’s late-season lapse (two losses
in their last four games) the CAA tournament goes back to being an all-or-nothing affair. VCU helped its chances for a repeat of last year’s championship run by
stunning UNC Wilmington and earning a first-round bye. The Rams may have also received a gift from the bracketologists. Every team on the Rams’ road to the
CAA title—Delaware, Towson, and George Mason—is riding a losing streak, except the Seahawks. So what about the rest of the bracket?

8 ¢ The Commonwealth Times Thursday, March 3, 2005

#8 James Madison

#8/#9 Winner

#9  William & Mary

#1  Old Dominion

Friday, 5:30 p.m.

Season series: split 1-1

Fast stat: W&M forward Corey Cofield dropped 24
points and grabbed eight boards in the Tribes 80-54 blowout #4 Drexel
of the Dukes on Feb. 16

Call ita play-in game — because it’s a game both teams Asuun
should be happy to play in. The two teams combined for
six conference wins, or a little more than a third of the 15
won by Old Dominion, which will be waiting to pound on
either the Dukes or the Tribe on Saturday.

#5 Hofstra

.\. /. .\. /.

Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

Season Series: Drexel won both games

Faststat: Dragon’s guard Phil Goss has hit at least one 3-pointer in his past47 games.
Goss is a 43-percent shooter from beyond the arc and has 300 for his career.

The Dragons are looking for better luck as a fourth seed than they had last season
as a two-seed when they were upset by UNCW. Drexel is riding a four-game winning
streak, but they haven’t beaten a team with a better final record than theirs since they
fled the Siegel Center with a win at the buzzer. Hofstra, however, has won 10 if its past
12, including Ws over ODU, VCU and UNCW. Trouble? Quite possibly.

#2 VCU

#7 Delaware

®
#10 Towson /
o
#3 UNCW

Friday, 8 p.m.
Season series: split 1-1

#7/#10  Winner

A

Fast Stat: Delaware forward Harding Nana, who is .
third in the conference with 17.7 points per game, has
only reached that mark once in the Blue Hens past six ~ #6 George Mason /
games. o

&

ATRIOTS

Saturday, 8:30 p.m.
Season series: split 1-1
Fast stat: The Seahawks have won three of the past five CAA championships

The only thing worse than Blue Hens’ four-game los-
ing streak is the 12-game skid the Tigers are currently
riding. The Tigers have averaged 53.4 points per game
in about a month and a half worth of losses. By the way,
Delaware’s last win just happened to be a 66-55 win over
Towson on Feb. 12.

It’s hard to say UNCW won’t be looking to beat George Mason by a billion after
letting a 19-point lead and No. 2-seed slip away last weekend. And while the Patriots
do have weapons (guards Tony Skinn and Lamar Butler are in the top 10 in the CAA,
averaging 16 and 15.6 points per game respectively), the Seahawks have made a habit
of disarming teams, allowing just 64.4 points per CAA game, the second-lowest clip
in the league.

03032005M.indd 8 @ 3/3/05 1:39:06 AM
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Winner Game 7

Winner Game 5

Winner Game 6
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Winner Game 8

While VCU and ODU split their
season series, the Rams got the W in
the teams’last tournament matchup,
84-67 in the semifinals.

3/3/05 1:39:07 AM
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The rewards of recovery

Evans’ love for game grows after absence

JULIAN BENBOW

Sports Editor

The first pitch of the season was on the way and Kwan
Evans didn’t feel even the slightest jitter.

His parents, Tonya and Rudy Evans, watched from the
stands at Petersburg Sports Complex as Harold

After four
months of rehab-
bing a torn ACL,
Rams outfielder
Kwan Evans
earned CAA
Rookie of the
Week honors.

Pat Kane

03032005M.indd 10

Mozingo brought the heat to Saint Joseph’s Jereme Scott.
From the outfield, Evans felt nothing—no apprehension,
no reservations, no nerves.

The redshirt freshman had spent the past nine months
working his way back after tearing the anterior cruciate
ligament and both meniscus in his right knee.

There was no need for nerves in his first game since

the injury, Evans said, “I knew I was back.”
The jitters didn’t bubble up until his first at
bat of the season, which came with all the
pressures of a scoreless tie with runners on
second and third. With adrenaline rush-
ing, he looked back at the umpire and
calledtime. He had to gather himself.
It wasn’t like it was the first time he
had ever faced a pitcher, it was just
the first time in nine months.
He stepped back in the box,
and slapped the next pitch up the
middle forabasehitthatallowed
teammate Trai Harris to trot
home from second and also
gave VCU its first run of the
season.
It was at that point, Evans
said, “I can die now.”
That base hit was the culmi-
nation of the months of sleepless
nights, anxiety attacks, medica-
tion, rehabilitation and weight train-
ing that went into Evans’ comeback.
The Kwan Evans thatleftthe field that
day having gone 2 for 4 with 3 runs
scored and an RBI was more apprecia-
tive of the game he had just played than
the he had ever been before.
“Not to many people get to play ball,”
Evans said. “And not too many people come
back from the injury I came back from.”
In VCU’s nine games this season, Evans
is hitting .391 (second on the team) with
six RBI and seven runs scored. For
going 4 for 8 with a double, two
runs scored and five RBI over
the weekend as the Rams
(6-3) dominated Sacred
Heart, Evans was
named Rookieof
the Week by the

Colonial Athlet-

ic Association.

Evanswason
his way to mak-
ing that kind of
impact as a true
freshman last
season, crack-
ing the start-
ing lineup after
three games, but

a mishap — a simple slip up during rundown drills in a
Monday practice —robbed him of the ability to play the
game he had been playing since he was 5-years-old.

He said he could hear his knee when it popped. The
sound of the crack bounced off the empty seats at the
Diamond and resonated throughoutthe field. Hehad never
been injured before in his life, but he had seen gruesome
pictures in one of his health classes, So he knew how bad
it was even before the doctor showed him the MRI.

At that point, he said head coach Paul Keyes told him,
“The hard part is over.”

Evans was already a gym rat, lifting weights whenever
he could sneak in a few minutes. Now he just had to push
himself five days a week to get back on the field.

“That work ethic,” Evans said, “would fitright into my
rehab. I didn’t look at it as coming back from an injury. I
looked at it as making myself stronger for next season.”

He worked closely with VCU strength and condition-
ing coach Tim Kontos, who had been through his share
of surgeries.

“He was able to relate to what I was going through,”
Evans said of Kontos. “He was able to see the fire in my
eyes to get back.”

They set goals. Doctors expected at least a year’s worth
of rehab before Evans would make it back on the field.
Evans had a different time frame in mind.

“I wanted to be ready to go on February 12, 2004.”
Evans said “I didn’t want to get back in12 months. I
didn’t want to do what everyone else does. I didn’t want
to be average.”

The set lofty goals, like lifting plates—45-pound
plates—and plenty of them.

So in those nine months, Evans went from being able
to lift nothing to being able to do assisted squats. From
there he moved toregular squats. Then, he tacked on about
135 pounds to those regular squats.

And when the pains from the surgery crept up on
him, when tendonitis tried to slow his progress, he kept
digging.

He couldn’t be broken by something so small, he
thought. It wasn’t in his genes.

His father, Rudy, fought wars on a larger scale, serving
in the armed forces until 1992. He fought personal battles
with kidney failure, a kidney transplant and several sur-
geries gone wrong. Rudy fought for his livelihood, going
through dialysis three days a week and finding time to
enjoy life when he could.

“I’ve seenmy dad fightevery day,” Kwan said. “I know
I can’t quit because I see what you do ever day.”

When all the work was done, when Evans was back to
squatting 400 pounds, when his right leg was almost as
strong as his left leg again, when he used them to sprint to
the outfield, Evans couldn’thave asked for anything more
than having his parents in the bleachers to watch.

Baseball hadn’t been the same for Rudy, not even
watching on TV. He told his son, “I didn’t know how
much this meant to me until you got injured.”

Evans knew once he finally took the field.

“I could have gone O for 17 with 17 strikeouts,” Evans
said, “but me playing put them on Cloud 9.”
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And the Oscar goes to...

SUZANNE HOYLE
Spectrum Writer

Whereelse would you find aplace where
people are actually paid to wear expensive
jewelry and designer gowns?

A case in point was at last Sunday’s 77th
Academy Awards, where celebrities lined
the red carpet at the Kodak Theatre.

Joan and Melissa Rivers, Star Jones and
Kathy Griffith interviewed celebrities and
Oscar nominees as they walked the red car-
pet. Deciding which annoying interviewer
to watch proved a difficult task.

On E! Entertainment, Star Jones talked
about herself much of the time while Kathy
Griffith pretended totalk tocelebritieson her
cellphone. Youcould definitely fast forward
through Griffith’s grueling stints and not
miss a thing. On the TV Guide Channel,
Joan Rivers, well, was Joan Rivers.

Celebrities walked down the red car-
pet, exhibiting elegance and class. Cate
Blanchett, poised andrefined, wore ayellow
Valentino gown.

Academy Awards host Chris Rock toned
down his foul mouth for the televised event.
His comedy included unnecessary digs at
movie stars like Jude Law, Tobey Maguire
and Tim Robbins. Although he provided a
few funny moments, Rock lacked the magic
and talent that previous Oscar hosts Steve
Martin and Billy Crystal had.

This year the Academy Awards tried a
new approach to presenting, lining up on
stage nominees for the less popular catego-
ries before announcing the winner. The new
approach seemed to save time and lessen
the redundancy.

The composed Morgan Freeman deserv-
ingly accepted his award for Best Supporting
Actor in “Million Dollar Baby.” This was
his fourth nomination and first win.

Hilary Swank and Jamie Foxx left the
greatest impression with their acceptance
speeches.

Swank, accepting her Best Actress award
for “Million Dollar Baby,” graciously said,
“I don’t know what I did in this life to de-
serve all this. I’'m just a girl from a trailer

Thursday, March 3

Poet Dean Young reads from his works as
partof Visiting Writers Series. Young’s books
of poems include “Elegy on Toy Piano,” *
Skid,” “First Course in Turbulence,” “Strike
Anywhere,” “Design with X’ and “Beloved
Infidel.” 8 p.m. Free. Business Auditorium.

03032005M.indd 11
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park who had a dream.”

The evening’s leading favorite, Jamie
Foxx, gave an acceptance speech similar
to the one he gave at the Golden Globes.
His speech about his grandmother was
moving.

“My grandmother’s name is Estelle Ma-
rie Talley. And she’s not here tonight...she
still talks to me now. Only now she talks
to me in my dreams. I can’t wait to go to
sleep tonight because we have a lot to talk
about,” said Foxx.

Over the years the Academy Awards
seems to recognize more indie films such
as “Million Dollar Baby,” “Sideways,” “In
America,” “Lost In Translation” and “Ad-
aptation.” Although I appreciate these artsy
films, Istillenjoy the occasional blockbuster
movie. I just hope the Academy Awards
does not eventually stop recognizing the
blockbusters altogether.

Although this was another breakthrough
year with Chris Rock hosting, nominees
being placed on stage and having five black
actornominees in leading categories, it was
still only a blasé night with few magical
moments.

Oscar winners have been working on
new projects and can be seen in upcom-
ing films. Jamie Foxx will appear in two
military movies: “Stealth” with Jessica Biel
and Sam Shepard and “Jarhead” with Jake
Gyllenhaal and Chris Cooper.

Hilary Swank’s new movie “The Black
Dahlia,” with Josh Hartnett and Scarlett
Johansson, is scheduled to be released
this year. Swank is also currently filming
a courtroom drama in South Africa called
“Red Dust.”

Morgan Freeman will appear in the
upcoming movie “Batman Begins” where
he plays Lucius Fox. He will also appear
in “Unleashed” costarring Jet Li.

Cate Blanchett has two upcoming films:
“Golden Age” and “Little Fish.”

According to reports, Clint Eastwood
plans to partner with Steven Spielberg to
direct a war epic based upon Iwo Jima
called “Flags of Our Fathers: Heroes of
Iwo Jima.”

Fridsy, March 4

African Student Union hosts its pre-fash-
ion show dance party 9 p.m.-1 am. in the
Commonwealth Ballrooms. Groove to the
sounds of reggae, African and hip-hop music.
Free to VCU students with valid ID. Non-
students must be guests of VCU students.

‘Do you
know Oscar?’

dNSWers
SUZANNE HOYLE

Spectrum Writer

Who is the only actress nominated
this year to have won an Oscar in the
past?

Hillary Swank for ‘“Boys Don’t
Cry”

Who was the 72-year-old actor to do
three one-armed push-ups in 1992
when he accepted his award for Best
Supporting Actor?

Jack Palance

How many Oscar nominations has
Morgan Freeman received (including

this year)?

Four — ““Street Smart,” “Driving
Miss Daisy,” “The Shawshank
Redemption,” & “Million Dollar
Baby”

Which person has more Oscar nomi-
nations than any one else in academy
history?

Walt Disney - with 59 Academy
Award nominations

Who was the first black woman to
win an Oscar for Best Actress?
Halle Berry — “Monster’s Ball”

Who was the first black man to win
an Oscar for Best Actor?
Sidney Poitier — ‘‘Lilies of the
Field”

What year did the Academy Awards
air without a host?
1989

GroupMODA aims high
with two-day fashion show

JOANNAH NWOKEABIA
Spectrum Editor

Imagine the scene. Hundreds of fashion
enthusiasts, trendsetters and onlookers cram
into one room hoping to view the latest
ready-to-wearthreads. Ithappensevery year
at groupMODA’s fashion show.

In fact so many people turn out, said
Erryn Claxton, groupMODA vice president,
thatthe venue quickly reaches capacity, forc-
ing her organization to turn away crowds
of them.

To address this problem, VCU’s only
completely student-runfashion organization
isthis year stretching outits popular fashion
show over two days to accommodate all
who want to come.

Claxton said that extending the show
also adds to its suspense because guests
may or may not see the same designers on
both days.

Expect to see “things that haven’t been
seen before on the runway,” Claxton said.
This year’s theme, ‘heavy rotation,” hints

Saturday, March 5

Watch Uncommon Cinema’s encore of
“Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason” 9
p.m. in the Commons Theater. Free to VCU
students with valid ID. Two-guest limit per
card 828-4554.

at the fashion show’s soundtrack.

Taryn Laster, groupMODA’s sponsor
coordinator, said that the show also serves
to highlight VCU fashion design students
who do not get enough recognition through
the school.

“We want to make the student body and
public aware of what the fashion students
here are trying to do. I don’t think they get
enough praise.”

The show features lines from student
designers, local designers and clothing
stores. Since the group’s first fashion show
in the spring of 2001, the show has grown,
attracting sponsors such as Betsy Johnson,
Arden B., Exile, Up Against the Wall, Wet
Seal and Sephora. Claxton won’t reveal
designers taking part in the show this
weekend because she said she wants that
to remain a surprise. If you want to know
you’ll have to go.

The groupMODA fashion show takes
place 8-10 p.m., March 5 and 7-9 p.m.,
March 6 in the Commons. Admission is
free and open to the public.

Sunday, March 6

Jackie Frost plays at Bogart’s. Listen to
a blend of americana, bluegrass, and folk
music. $7. 203 N. Lombardy St. 353-9280.
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Can you fill these shoes?

The Commonwealth Times is accepting applications for
the executive and managing editor positions for the fall
2005 semester.

This is an elected position and includes two weeks paid
training. Applicants must campaign and present a plat-
form before the April election.

If interested, contact Jonathan Robbins at 828-1058,
e-mail CTEditor03@yahoo.com or stop by Temple Room
1149 for an application.

3 )
H—He Wer
T &

03032005M.indd 13 @ 3/3/05 1:39:11 AM



/I | ] | ® | I | [ [

14 * The Commonwealth Times Thursday, March 3, 2005

AT

e Now pre~leasing for summer and fall.

= 0y Reserve early for the best deal!

STUDENT HOUSING

the nice
price!

VIUNIF

FREE RENI

LIMITED AVAILABILITY. SUBJECT TO NORMAL LEASING POLICIES.

Rents from ;
Ample free parking! $ 499 \

Standard packege includes 2 MONTHS FREE RENT, gas heat, water/sewer and frash.
Deluxe Package Incledes furniture, electiricity, gas heat & utilities, waler, sewer, @
trash and EXPRESS BUS TO CAMPUS.

Two olympic-sized
e swimming pools

Large apartments with fully-
equipped kitchens, dishwasher and
disposal, separate dining areas, large
vanity baths, mind-blinds, wall-to-
wall carpeting, central air, private
patic/balcony, canteen, laundry
facilities apen 24/7

.ln“inq trnil. '
 wolleyball, tennis
! and more

Fitness cent
with sauna

Spacious

grounds wi

picnic tabl

& grills

Express bus
to campus
No parking hassle!

Colonial 1-800-542-6753 1-B00-849-5509
321-4840 | colenisi®guc-apt.com 321-3509 | treehwmeysc-sptoom
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EDITORIALS & LETTERS

From the SGA:
Thanks for the love

On Feb. 23, the Student Government Associa-
tion hosted a charity event for victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault called “Where is the
Love?” The response from the student body was
very much appreciated, and SGA would like to
thank all participants for their help.

With the support from students, faculty and
staff, we were able to raise $1,000 to go to this
greatcause. Allmonetary donations were directed
to the YWCA center for victims of domestic and
sexual abuse.

The Student Government Association would
like to thank VCU for their commitment not only
to the community, but also to the university itself.
SGA counted on this charity to bring students and
faculty togetherto supporta greatcause, and hope-
fully this effort can be repeated in the future.

We cooperated with other studentorganizations
including the VCU Young Democrats, the Muslim
and Kuwaiti student associations, the Therapeutic
Recreation Club, Sexual Assault and Violence
Education and Services (SAVES) and the VCU
Police. SGA would like to thank these organiza-
tions, Century Florist who donated 300 flowers
to be sold on Valentine’s Day, and TY and Imago

Bi Lenge
ba”plga yeRs |sVe To
Needle eaCh othel /

Dei for their wonderful performances.
Thanks, everyone!

Mariam Hashim
Deputy Assistant for Development
Monroe Park Campus SGA

Editorial Cartoon | By Phil McKenney

Your Turn
Letters to the Editor

Teach for Virginia

To the Editor:

Idonotwork foralarge corporation or make
millions of dollars. I spend my days discussing
the alphabet and numbers. But I think I have
one of the most important jobs in the world. I
am a teacher.

I wake up early, work late and have a hard
time not thinking about my classroom — even
in the summer. I look forward to seeing my
children solve a problem or “get” something
for the first time. And they simply count on
me to be in the classroom every day.

The Teachin Virginia programislooking for
others who want to join me. Teach in Virginia
is a non-profit organization created in partner-
ship withthe Virginia Departmentof Education
to recruit non-licensed, potential teachers and
licensed teachers to teach high-need subjects
throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Teach for Virginia began recruiting a few
months ago and is currently recruiting teachers
for the 2005-2006 school year. The Teach in
Virginia program continues to look for highly
qualified, motivatedindividuals. Itisaselective
program that is seeking those who want to:

* Make a difference.

e Inspire students to academic excellence.

¢ Challenge themselves.

* Confront educational issues head-on.

* Assume leadership roles within their

03032005M.indd 15

schools and division.

* Make a greater impact.

The program needs high achievers and
critical thinkers who want to use their subject
knowledgetoensurethe academic achievement
of the students who need them the most.

As an educator, I implore you to use your
skills to provide an opportunity for all children
throughout the state to succeed. For more
information on the Teach in Virginia program
or to apply online, please visit www.teachin-
virginia.org.

Signed,
Paige Tucker

Law and order

Greetings,

OnFeb. 22 (approximately 10:15p.m.)Iwas
atthe Main Hospital visiting afriend. Istepped
out into the lobby area facing Marshall Street
when several VCU police officers stepped in
and approached anelderly black woman whom
I'had seen on various occasions sitting quietly
in the warmth.

The officers knew the woman by name,
and one officer in particular — a white female
— young-looking enough to be her grand-
daughter, spoke to the woman in a tone that
harkened back to Jim Crow time: “Why are
you in my hospital?”

Her next sentence was, “Didn’t I tell you
next time I see you I'm taking you to jail?” I
was shocked atthis sight, yetyielded my tongue,
allowing the officers to perform “their duty.”

Handcuffed, the homeless woman was led

outintothe openlobby of the hospital like some
common criminal.

My questions to the faculty, student body
and the dedicated police force is this: What
publcservice was provided here? Is the campus
any safer? Is it justified for a young woman to
speak to a woman more than twice her age in a
manner reminiscent of plantation days simply
because she’s homeless?

Signed,
D. Lynn

Editor’s Note:

Seeking a response to the allegations in
this letter The Commonwealth Times met with
Henry Rhone, vice provost for student affairs
and enrollment services, and deputy chiefs
Tina Buck and Carlton Edwards from the VCU
Police Department. Inresponse to the allega-
tions of officer misconduct, Edwards said an
investigation would follow. “Anytime a com-
plaint comes in — no matter how minor it may
be, or quite large — we’re going to investigate
it ... we have an internal affairs department.
When we have a complaint, it goes through
that process.” Buck concurred with Edwards,
saying, “We’relike any other police department
—when a complaint is lodged we go through a
thorough internal investigation.” Rhone said
that the situation will be followed up. “This is
not something thatis ignored ... The police are
adept at handling complaints that come from
the public ... there are a number of factors that
could have impacted the encounter and I think
we need to look at this from multiple perspec-
tives.” Rhonefurther said: “Ithinkthereaders
want to be reassured the police are working for
the benefit of the VCU community.”

@

The Commonwealth

TIMES

The independent student press of
Virginia Commonwealth University

DEVON MARROW
Executive Editor

OMAR YACOUBI
Editor of the Editorial Pages

WRITERS
Michael Dickinson e Lyz Holder

Opinions expressed are those of individual writ-
ers and do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Commonwealth Times or VCU. Unsigned editorials
represent the institutional opinion of The Com-
monwealth Times.

Add Your Voice

The opinion section of The Commonwealth
Times is open to the public. Please send letters
to CTeditor03@yahoo.com, mailing address:
P.O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA 23238-2010.
Drop box location: Room 1149, T. Edward Temple
Building. We reserve the right to edit all letters
for grammar, style and space. Letters should not
exceed one single-spaced typed page. Letters must
be signed and must include daytime and evening
phone numbers.
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Across

2. Mature female horse.

5. Asoftdrink, not soda, coke.

6. Bulldogs have large ones.

8. llike the cut of this paper’s ____

10. A spiritual teacher.

11. Vine.

12. a sorrowful sound.

13. Opposite of first.

15. Wolf cry.

19. Solid.

21. Starting a fire.

23. Picture, likeness.

25. To mean to.

26. Popular pant color.

27. A hiding place for treasure!
Yaaar!

29. Atype of evergreen.

31. Indecent.

34. Burden

35. A male deer.

36. Past tense of do.

37. Seaweed.

39. A measure of work. Not a
newton.

41. Cavity, pit.

44, _ mower.

46. cheat, swindle

47. wandering, astray.

49. Something lent.

50. Extra-sonic aircraft.

51. Bars set over an opening.
52. Hoover, water.

5
3
S

Jupiter.

Angry, insane.

A fast-running bird.

Low island, reef.

Spring, leap.

Jargon

“Your mother dresses you
funny!”

10. Bang! Bang!

14. To tie together, like with a rope.
15. An instrument for digging.

16. Big cat.

17. Alarge african antelope.

18. to perform

20. Mooo juice.

22. Steep slope.

24. Proverb

25. Twelve in a foot.

28. Large, strong, possibly green.

OoNeorOd=

29. “We’ll keep thisinfoon ____, just
in case.”

30. Corner, border.

32. Avietnamese currency.

33. To suddenly flow

37. Arelative.

38. Fall behind.

40. Above afireplace.

42. To be.

43. To be wrong, human, usually
both.

45. What freshmen leave in.
48. The last part.
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