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Web program to offer access
to Va. black history

A collection of black-history artifacts
from Virginia soon will be going
online.

To increase access to its trove of
African-American items, the Virginia
Historical Society is launching a Web-
based educational program. “Linking
to Our Past: Documenting the African
American Experience in Virginia” is
designed as a research tool for both
students and educators.

Each of the dozen items included
on the Web site enables users to access
an image of the original document or a
translation, if necessary. The site also
includes sections to explain the context
of the items and their significance
and shares ways the items can be
incorporated into lessons, suggestions
for further readings and how the items
relate to the commonwealth’s Standards
of Learning objectives.

Brief by the Associated Press

FourVCU students awarded
Goldwater Scholarship

Four VCU students have been named
Goldwater Scholars. The scholarship
is the premier national scholarship
for undergraduate math, science and
engineering students.

Only eight schools in the United
States claimed four Goldwater Scholars
among this year’s group of recipients.

VCU’s Goldwater Scholars are
Jeannette Aiken, a sophomore from
Gainesville, Va., majoring in forensic
sciences and biochemistry; John
Bajacan, a junior from Springfield,
Va., majoring in chemistry; Mary Beth
Bird, asophomore from Lexington, Va.,
majoring in biomedical engineering;
and Allison de Groot, a sophomore
from Washington, D.C., also majoring
in biomedical engineering.

Goldwater Scholars are selected on
the basis of academic merit. This year,
321 scholarships were awarded to
sophomores and juniors from a field
of more than 1,000 applicants.

Staff report; information provided by
the VCU News Center

One day of increased patrol
on I-95 yields no crashes

There were no crashes during a one-
day increased patrol along a 13-mile
stretch of Interstate 95 in the capital
region, Virginia state police said.

Troopers conducted “saturation”
patrols in the Highway Safety Corridor
around Richmond on Thursday. The
effort aimed to promote traffic safety in
an area that experiences a high volume
of traffic and numerous interchanges.

There were 759 traffic crashes in the
corridorin 2007. Of these, 196 resulted
in injury, and there were four deaths.
Police issued 236 summonses for traffic
violations during Thursday’s operation,
including 72 for speeding, 18 for reck-

This week in the news

less driving and 13 for safety-belt and
child-restraint violations.
Brief by the Associated Press

Origins of mysterious James
River foam still unknown

A mysterious foam of unknown
origin that has resurfaced on the James
River still has scientists guessing.

James River Park officials say the
foam appeared near the Huguenot
Bridge in Richmond Friday. Ralph
White, manager of Richmond’s James
River Park system, said it was some
of the worst foam seen in several
months.Virginia scientists have been
investigating the foam for a year but
have not determined a cause.

Officials at the Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality say the
foam is not harmful to the river or its
inhabitants.

Brief by the Associated Press

Recipients of professional-
achievement awards in science,
dentistry, medicine recognized

Two VCU faculty members have
been presented the Women in Science,
Dentistry and Medicine (WISDM)
Professional Achievement Award for
their special accomplishments in the
schools of medicine and dentistry.

Recognized during the 16th Annual
Pathways to Leadership conference
on VCU’s Medical College of Virginia

campus, these honorees were Ellen
Brock, M.D., associate professor of
obstetrics and gynecology in the School
of Medicine, and Bridget Ellen Byrne,
D.D.S., Ph.D., professor in the School
of Dentistry.

Recipient of the School of Medicine
award, Brock is the section head in
general obstetrics and gynecology.
She recently created a yearlong in-
structional-simulation training course
teaching residents minimally invasive
surgery.

Brock recently was named the first
medical director of the Center for
Human Simulation and Patient Safety
for the VCU School of Medicine.

Byrne, the recipient of the School
of Dentistry award, has taken on
numerous teaching and administrative
responsibilities at VCU serving as a
teacher, interim department chair and
assistant dean.

In addition to honoring the Profes-
sional Achievement Award recipients,
the VCU School of Medicine recognized
50 women faculty members with full
professor status.

The WISDM Professional Achieve-
ment Award is presented annually by
the Women in Science, Dentistry, and
Medicine Faculty Organization in the
VCU School of Medicine on the MCV
Campus.

Staff report; information provided by
the VCU News Center
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SGA justices
rule in favor of Muhammad

TOM NASH
Co-News Editor

The Student Government Association’s Monroe
Park Campus justices ruled in favor of presidential
candidate Jibran Muhammad Wednesday, rejecting
a grievance filed against him by executive-director
candidate Joshua Ronk that alleged Muhammad’s
supporters intimidated voters.

The 4-0 decision, posted by the SGA on its Web site
Saturday, stated Ronk was told Muhammad supporters
had been in the Shafer Court Dining Center on March
27 “harassing and/or intimidating” students into voting
for Muhammad.

The SGA announced March 28 preliminary election
results were under review after some complained votes
had not been counted. So far, Muhammad is listed as
having received 1996 votes against opponent Steven
Latimer’s 640. Ronk is a member of Latimer’s ticket.

Ronk also had claimed in his grievance Muhammad
supporters were campaigning in dorms illegally.

Muhammad, who is an associate justice, recused
himself from his role and acted as the defendant in

the proceedings Wednesdsay.
Citing a case brought forward by Shivani
Shodhan against Tyler Bass in 2006 in
which Bass was accused of posting campaign
material illegally, the group ruled Muhammad
could not be held responsible for the actions of
students not directly tied to his campaign.
“Neither Mr. Ronk nor any eyewitness can place any
candidate on the Muhammad-Sowder-Taghavi ticket at

I know we want to bring
up voter turnout, but this
is not the way to do it.

—Joshua Ronk

Shafer at the time the incident allegedly took place,”
the opinion stated. “It is therefore deemed since the
candidates themselves were not directly involved in
the process, that they cannot be held accountable for
the actions of other students.”

No sanctions will be imposed on the Muham-
mad campaign, and the matter has been declared
resolved.

Ronk said he might appeal the ruling.

“It clearly says in the bylaws that you are responsible
for yourself as well as those who support you,” Ronk
said. “If the SGA’s going to make rules, they should
follow them ... T know we want to bring up voter
turnout, but this is not the way to do it.”

Muhammad declined to comment for this story.

The ruling can be viewed at www.vcusga.com.

VCU gains more independence from Virginia

GERGANA BOBEVA
& STACYTYLER

Capital News Service

Thanks to the 2008 General As-
sembly, VCU will become more inde-
pendent from state government and
will have more flexibility in spending
money such as tuition.

A management agreement be-
tween the commonwealth and VCU
establishes the university’s newly
granted flexibilities. Starting July 1, the
university will gain more freedom to
decide on projects that are not funded
with money from the commonwealth,
such as building residence halls, dining
facilities and student commons.

John Bennett, VCU’s senior vice
president for finance and administra-

tion, said the management agreement
gives VCU Tier 3 status, the highest
level of flexibility a university can have
with state government.

“Tier 3 schools are granted the
most freedom from state oversight,”
Bennett said.

The agreement will help expedite the
completion of capital projects funded
with gifts and investment earnings, as
well as tuition and fees, VCU officials
say.

The agreement affects capital outlay,
real-estate leasing, procurement, hu-
man resources, information technology
and finance and accounting. The new
VCU School of Engineering building,
for example, would have qualified as
one of those projects.

In exchange for the increased flex-
ibility on spending, VCU must meet 12

goals prescribed by the State Council
of Higher Education for Virginia. The
goalsinclude a higher degree of campus
safety, affordable education, student
access and student retention.

Bennett said the university is
thinking about building an additional
residence hall and an additional parking
deck; both projects are in a very early
planning stage. Those projects would be
affected by the management agreement,
because planning and development
would happen after the pact has been
put in place.

As the university would be more in-
dependent when planning the projects,
and Virginia officials would have to
approve fewer details, the construction

INDEPENDENCE continued to CT4

At a glance {® &

= What: A management
agreement between VCU and
the state.

=2>Why: To give VCU more
flexibility on spending and
other decisions. In return,
VCU must meet Virginia's
goals regarding affordability,
retention and other criteria.

= Who: Legislators ap-
proved the agreement in re-
cent months and Gov.Timothy
M. Kaine signed it March 12.

= When: The agreement
will take effect July 1 and run
for at least four years.
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Richmond community looks back on Martin Luther King Jr.

Compiled by Brittany Allen, Devin Peyton, Anisha Singh and Kathryn Stewart

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a Nobel Peace Prize
winner acclaimed for his work during the Civil Rights
Movement, was slain 40 years ago on April 4, 1968, in
Memphis, Tenn.

Several VCU mass communications students inter-
viewed Richmonders about their memories of King and
the day he died.

“We all have leaders, and some of them are chosen for
us. MLK was a leader that | felt like | chose for myself. He
was not forced onto me; | decided to follow him myself.
He is very similar to Obama. Obama is about the closest
thing that I've seen to MLK in my lifetime.”

—Neverett Eggleston Jr., Richmond business owner

“| was at home when | heard about his death. | was 9
years old. Before Dr. King and the civil rights movement
he led, black Americans in Virginia faced challenges
voting, obtaining equal housing and doing something as
simple as riding a bus or eating at a lunch counter. (King)
transformed this nation for the better for all Americans
and for people throughout the world. Any group or nation
that strives for freedom and just treatment is inspired by
King's movement. Latino immigrants and gays and lesbians
come to mind.”

—NMlichael Paul Williams, Richmond Times-Dispatch
columnist, VCU adjunct professor

photo found at creativecommons.com

“King's been turned into a symbol far less radical
than what he really was. His speech on Washington
has been picked up by conservatives and turned back
against people supporting affirmative action. In honoring
him, we have tamed him"”

—John Kneebone, VVCU associate professor of
history

“Dr. King had tremendous vision, belief, sense
of morality. He was also saying things that were so
profound, so deep. He used Alfred Adler, who | was
studying in psychology (as an example), and | could relate.
He effected change with nonviolence. As a young guy,
having so much anger, | learned about nonviolence from
him. If you believe everybody counts, you can make
a huge difference. You don't have to be in the march;
you can be on the sideline and still help.”

—Dr. Napoleon Peoples, Interim Associate Dean of
Student Affairs, MCV Campus

“l was in Portsmouth ... going to school at the time
when he was killed. It was almost like (a) feeling of
abandonment. Hopelessness. It made you feel like you
had less of a chance to make things better. It was like
watching a football game, and the star athlete breaks
his leg before the state championships, and there
was anger. Because it seemed like every time things
would get better, someone would come and take it
away from us.”

—=Earl Ricks, realtor and author

INDEPENDENCE continued from CT3

Natural & 6rgani(~‘

would go faster.

Sen. John Watkins, R-Midlothian,
who introduced the legislation on
behalf of VCU, said the agreement
would reduce the bureaucratic
burden that Virginia agencies place
on the university. Watkins said other
states have seen success in making
such agreements with institutions of
higher education.

“Some of the neighboring states
have turned this restructuring into
an economic-development benefit,”
Watkins said. “The best example that
I can provide for you is in North
Carolina with the Research Triangle,
which specifically came out of a
similar restructuring arrangement
in higher education there.”

The Research Triangle, which
is home to numerous high-tech
companies, was built around Duke
University, North Carolina State
University and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

VCU will join University of
Virginia, the College of William and
Mary and Virginia Tech, all three of
which received their Tier 3 ranking
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in 2005 when the concept was first
introduced.

The legislation authorizing VCU’s
management agreement was intro-
duced in both the House of Delegates
and the Senate. House Bill 1124 and
Senate Bill 358 were identical and
passed the General Assembly with no
opposition in the subcommittees or
committees or on the chamber floors.
Gov. Timothy M. Kaine signed the
legislation March 12.

Jibran Muhammad, the presumed
Student Government Association
president-elect, said he was pleased
to see the change.

“This is a very proud moment
for VCU,” he said. “Achieving this
status is a tribute to the inspired
leadership of President Trani and
the relationship he has developed
with the government of the com-
monwealth.

“This recognition adds significant
value to the education of every
student. It is but another indication
of the golden days ahead as VCU
progresses toward realizing its full
potential.”

Watkins said the VCU’s Medi-
cal College of Virginia Hospitals
received similar status a few years
ago and used this authority to
successfully restructure the Medical
Center.

“It allowed the VCU Medical
Center to put itself on a much more
stable financial setting,” Watkins
said.

Dietra Trent, Virginia’s deputy
secretary of education for higher
education, said the relationship
between the governor and VCU
won't change.

“VCU remains a state institution
and continues to receive state fund-
ing,” Trent said. “Therefore, the Tier
3 status primarily affects the way (the
institution does) business, meaning
the Board of Visitors can set tuition,
and they are exempt from other state
regulations in the areas” affected by
the agreement.

Unless extended, the Tier 3 agree-
ment will expire June 30, 2012. The
agreement could be renewed, modi-
fied or terminated by the General
Assembly or the governor.
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*$2%5 Tax Preparation for ICU Stmlents

*$25 for unmarried student with Form 1040 EZ with VA full-year resident tax return with 1 W-2. Valid student ID required at time of
service. Not valid with other offers or refund products. All other VCU students and employees qualify for 20% Group Tax Discount.

® You'll pay the least tax or get the biggest refund legally possible
® Free e-filing for both Federal and Virginia returns for faster refund
® Triple Guarantee ensuring accuracy, year-round assistance and satisfaction! |

AC www.peoplestax.com
@%IAX 12 Local?ionsp0 Call 204-1040

The CT soon will be hiring!

Applications for editorial positions on next year’s staff can be obtained
at the Student Media Center at 817 W. Broad St.
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, contact

Rebecca Landau at editor@commonwealthtimes.com.

Also, vote for next year’s editors! See Page (T16 of this issue.

Egg Donors Needed

lERie® =

We are looking for healthy women between
the ages of 18-29 willing to help couples establish

celebrating the Fldvors of life.

$1.00 Tacos Every Monday Night!
for their time and effort. Inquiries will 1328 West Cary Street Richmond, VA

a pregnancy. Participants will be compensated
be confidential and anonymous. 804.525.4216

IVF & Andrology

To learn more about becoming an egg donor,
please visit our website at www.vaivf.com
or call (804) 323-9980 x 14.
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No other shipping
company delivers more.

It lets me work the part-time hours
that work for me!

Part-Time Package Handlers
Earn $8.50-59.50/hour
Benefits (Health, 401K & Paid Vacations)
Weekends & Holidays Off
Weekly Paychecks
3-1/2 to 5 Hour Shifts
Consistent Work Schedule
Advancement Opportunities

Available Shifts:
Midnight (10pm-3am, Sun-Thurs)
Preload (4am-9am, Mon-Fri)
Evening (5pm-10pm, Mon-Fri)

Application available online at:

www.upsjobs.com

Equal Opparbunity Employar

CT6 - commonwealthtimes.com
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Championship
PREVIEWW

JONATHAN HOWARD

& MATT DOYON
Sports Editor &
Associate Sports Editor

The game: Kansas
Jayhawks vs. Memphis
Tigers

Where: The
Alamodome, San

Sixty-three teams
o~ down, and just two
4 J more are left. Monday
night’s game between

the Kansas Jayhawks and

the Memphis Tigers is set to be one for the

Antonio, Texas ages. After setting school, conference and
When: Mon., April 7 NCAA records for wins in a season, the
9:21 p.m. (EST) Tigers are now out to win the first national

' R title in the school’s history. The Jayhawks are
TV: CBS looking for their third title and the school’s

first since 1988. Memphis is considered the
home team, because it was the higher-overall
seed coming into the tournament.

The line: Memphis by 2
(as of Sunday, 5:20 p.m.)

The Kansas file ~ The Memphis file

Big 12 tournament champions Conference USA regular season

NCAA titles: 2 and tournament champions
Record: 36-3 NCAA titles: 0
Record: 38-2

How they got here: def.
Portland State 85-61, def. UNLV  How they got here: def. Texas-
75-56, def. Villanova 72-57, def.  Arlington 87-63, def. Mississippi

Davidson 59-57 def. North State 77-74, def. Michigan State
Carolina 84-66 92-74, def. Texas 85-67 def.
UCLA 78-63

Leading scorer: Brandon Rush,
13.4 ppg Leading scorer: Chris Douglas-

Leading rebounder: Darnell Roberts, 18.0 ppg

Jackson, 6.6 rpg Leading rebounder: Joey
Dorsey, 9.7 rpg

— THIS WEEK

NCAA BASKETBALL

Projected starting lineups

Kansas Memphis
G Russell Robinson G Derrick Rose 6’4" 195, Fr.
61" 205, Sr. G Andre Allen 510" 205, Sr.
G Mario Chalmers 61" 190, Jr. G Chris Douglas-Roberts
F Brandon Rush 6'6" 210, Jr. 6'6" 200, Jr.

F Darrell Arthur 6'9"” 225, So. F Robert Dozier 6'9 215" Jr.
F Darnell Jackson 6'8" 250, Sr. F Joey Dorsey 6'9 260" Sr.

Key reserve: G Sherron Collins  Key reserve: F Shawn Taggart
511" 200, So. 6'10" 230, Fr.

Matchups to watch

1) Mario Chalmers and Brandon Rush vs. Derrick Rose and Chris Douglas-
Roberts: Both teams have outstanding ball handlers who can school and
wings who can shoot and slash at will. Shutting down the combinations will
be crucial to earn a victory.

2) Darnell Jackson, Darell Arthur, Cole Aldrich, Sasha Kaun vs. Joey Dorsey:
Dorsey isn't Memphis’ only inside presence, but he certainly is the biggest
link in the chain. His play in the middle is very important to the success of
the Tigers, who missed his production in last year’s Elite Eight loss. Kansas’
group of big men showed they can slow down Tyler Hansbrough; can they
do the same to Dorsey?

. ’ .

Editor’s picks

Jonathan Says: Kansas showed in its victory over North Carolina that it can
compete with the best. Against Memphis, the Jayhawks will finish the job.
Winning the national championship is all about playing your best at the
right time, and Kansas is certainly at its peak. The outstanding combination
of offensive efficiency and defensive prowess that Kansas brings to the table
will be a tough match for Memphis. Although the Tigers have been hot thus
far, Kansas has all the pieces to put out their fire.

Matt Says: Memphis will win the national championship. It has done an excellent
job neutralizing its opponent’s top guards throughout this tournament. For
example, Saturday, UCLA’s Darren Collison and Josh Shipp combined for just
11 points. The Tigers forced the Bruins into committing four more turnovers
than assists and outscored the Pac 10 champs by 12 points in the second
half. It comes as no surprise though, as Memphis has been dominating every
team it faces this season. Memphis’ last three opponents have been ranked in
The Associated Press’ top-18, and the Tigers haven’t missed a beat. In fact,
they beat those three opponents by an average of 17 points.

BASEBALL MEN’'S SOCCER MEN'STENNIS WOMEN'STENNIS WOMEN'’'S TRACK & FIELD
Tue., April 8, @ VM, Lexington,  Wed., April 9, @ Richmond Wed., April 9, @ Virginia Tech, Fri., April 11, @ Old Dominion, Sat., April 12, @ Lou Onesty

6 p.m. (exhibition), Richmond, 7 p.m. Blacksburg, 2 p.m. Norfolk, 2 p.m. Invitational, Charlottesville, all
Wed., April 9, @ Virginia Tech, WOMEN'’S SOCCER Sat., April 12, vs. Denver, MEN'STRACK & FIELD day

Blacksburg, 5 p.m. Wed., April 9, vs. Richmond Norfolk, TBA Sat., April 12, @ Lou Onesty VOLEEYBAR

April 11-13, vs. Northeastern, (exhibition), SportsBackers Sat., April 13, vs. South Invitational, Charlottesville, all Sat., April 12, @ North Carolina
The Diamond Stadium, 7 p.m. Alabama, Norfolk, TBA day spring tournament, Chapel Hill,
VCU sporting events are free to students with a valid student ID. For more info, visit vcuathletics.com or call 828-3440. NELIam.
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COMMENTARY

JON

ATHAN

SAYS

Find some humor in Miami sports

As the NFL Draft approaches (April
26-27), I can’t help but think how amus-
ing it will be for the Miami Dolphins. Let
me rephrase that—how amusing it will
be watching the Miami Dolphins during
the draft.

Even though the Dolphins are my
favorite team (it's a curse — my family’s
from Miami), 'm not above making fun of
them here. You see, the Dolphins managed
to take the last two years to build up to
this moment. The team is so thin in so
many positions on the depth chart that
whoever is lucky (or truly unlucky) enough
to be taken by Miami with the first overall
pick will be only a part of a multi-year
rebuilding plan.

So, I'll go ahead and congratulate Chris
Long, defensive end from Virginia, or
Jake Long, offensive tackle from Michi-
gan—whichever the Dolphins settle on.
Chris would fill a serious need on the

defensive line while Jake would do the
same on the offensive line. It's unfortunate
that the Dolphins can’t have both—that
way the healing process could take less
than a decade.

What's more humorous (or depressing)
is that whichever Long is drafted will prob-
ably be only one of two guys to contribute
immediately from the draft class. Draft picks
from the second and third round are reliable
and usually are ready to contribute, but
— after that — it’s usually a gamble. The
day the Dolphins are looking at a superstar,
one or two potential contributors and a
handful of projects to help shore up a 1-15
season. Good night and good luck.

Moving to the NBA, the Miami Heat will
face a similar situation in three months
when the league’s draft comes around. The
Heat front office did just as bad a job of
keeping the roster healthy and youthful as
its NFL counterparts and are also paying

the price. What makes the Heat worse is
that just three years ago, Shaq and Dwayne
Wade were hoisting the championship
trophy. Now, Miami is in a situation
where it needs to find a legitimate center,
an athletic forward in case Shawn Marion
leaves, a scoring wing or forward and a
point guard who isn’t out of his prime.
That's just the starting lineup. The Heat
also needs a bench.

Miami isn’t going to get better through
the draft. Barring disaster, the Heat will
get the first pick and probably will take
Kansas State big man Michael Beasley or
Memphis guard Derrick Rose. Both players
are great on the college level and will make
outstanding pros. However, neither will
fill all the needs of the Heat, and Pat Riley
has yet to show that he can put a full team
together. The draft pick will need some help
to drag the Heat out of the cellar. Once
again—good night and good luck.

BASEBALL

VCU picked upits first conference win
Friday 8-2 at Old Dominion and snapped
a seven-game losing streak. Senior Cody
Eppley (Dillsburg, Pa./Northern York)
pitched his second complete game of
the season and improved to 3-3, while
allowing only six hits and one earned run.
The Rams totaled a season-high 14 hits.
Saturday afternoon’s game was rained
outand rescheduled for a double-header
Sunday, which also was washed out. The
double-header became the second and
third games to be called off for the Rams
this week because of rain after the same
thing happened Tuesday at Longwood.
The Rams are now 1-8 in the CAA and
6-19 overall.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Junior Eric Maynor (Raeford, N.C./
Westover) and freshman Larry Sanders
(Fort Pierce, Fla./Port St. Lucie) were
recognized recently for their achieve-
ments during this past season. Each
received an award from collegeinsider.
com; Maynor earned a spot on the site’s
Mid-Major All-America Team, and
Sanders was placed on the Freshman
Mid-Major All-America Team.

MEN'STENNIS

The Rams knocked off South Florida
4-2 Friday then won 4-1 over Louisville
Saturday. Against South Florida, junior
Martin Schulhauser (Karvina, Czech
Republic) rallied past Mahmoud Hamed
3-6, 6-3, 6-1 to give VCU the clinching
victory. The Rams fell behind by drop-
ping the doubles point, but rallied and
lost only once in singles play. No. 29
VCU improved to 15-6 this season with

CT8 - commonwealthtimes.com - sports
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Saturday’s win against Louisville. Coach
Paul Kostin is now only two wins from
becoming the fifth active coach to have
at least 800 wins.

WOMEN'STENNIS

After dropping two straight matches,
the Rams defeated Florida International
5-2 Saturday as they approach the final
weekend before the CAA Tournament.
Senior Tatsiana Uvarova (Minsk, Be-
larus) won her team-high 24th match
of the season 6-4, 6-3 to help the 38th-
ranked Rams improve to 15-4. Freshman
Kateryna Yergina (Kiev, Ukraine) held
on in the third set 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 for her
14th win of the year. Sophomores Laura
Burns (Hertford, England) and Kateryna
Malakhova (Nova Kakhovka, Ukraine)
also picked up singles wins, and the Rams
earned the doubles point. Sunday’s match
at South Florida was canceled.

MEN'STRACK & FIELD

Fourteen top-10 finishes at the Colonial
Relays in Williamsburg helped VCU place
eighth out of 21 teams. The quartet of
Jason Gallo (Rochester, N.Y./Eastridge),
Jamal Blyden (Virginia Beach/Landstown),
DeAngelo Wilson (Richmond/Prince
Edward County) and Antonio Norvell
(Portsmouth/I.C. Norcom) set a VCU
record in the 4x200-meter relay with a
time of 1:25.43. Senior Grant Matthews
(Chester/Benedictine) earned eighth place
in the javelin with a toss of 163 feet.

WOMEN'STRACK & FIELD

The Rams had seven personal bests
Saturday as the team placed 11th of 21
at the Colonial Relays in Williamsburg.

Freshman Danyelle Barnes (Aberdeen,
Md./Aberdeen) placed fifth in the 100-
meter dash with a time of 12.40 seconds
and ninth in the 200-meter dash at
24.96 seconds. Senior Frankie Moore
(Chesapeake/Great Bridge) finished in
the top two of the high jump for the
fifth straight meet with a jump of 5

SPORTS BRIEFS

feet 3 inches in rainy conditions. Erika
Banks (Hampton/Bethel), Whitney Key
(Goochland/Goochland), Sharmane
Duren (Richmond/Varina) and Kendra
Griffin (Chesapeake/Oscar F. Smith)
earned their best finish in the 4x400
meter relay of the season at 3:51.41,
good for a fourth-place finish.

Capital Garage Apts.

Large 1 Bed 1 Bath apartments starting at $850. Large 2 Bed

2 Bath apartments starting at $1700. Basic Cable Internet
and utilities included. Two blocks from VCU School of the
Arts. Call today to reserve your new home!! EHO

304-649-0202
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NOW HHING

Accounts Manager and Ad Rep

The VCU Student Media Center is now hiring an accounts manager and an
advertising representative for the Summer and the 2008-2009 academic year.

1 TEEEE ®

Account Manager Duties and Qualifications:
20 hours a week with hourly pay

Invoicing advertising clients, mailing tearsheets, tracking advertising clients’
payment. Ability to multitask and pay attention to detail. Competitive
candidates will be a math, business or mass communications major, have office
experience, and have basic knowledge of Quick Books and Excel.

Advertising Rep Duties and Qualifications:
20 hours a week with hourly pay + commission

Identifying prospective advertising clients, resizing client ads, closing sales on
a regular basis. Must have prior sales experience. Competitive clients will be
a business or mass communications major, will have previous office
experience, and have a positive and outgoing attitude.

Get free MCAT
Verbal Edge!

When you enroll with Kaplan in April!

Strengthen your MCAT Verbal skills and build your
test-taking speed—without sacrificing accuracy!

8 online, instructor-led sessions
20 hours of additional prep A 5499

Extra quizzes, workshops, and practice tests

..allavailable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
FREE if you enroll by April 30t!

Call or visit us online today!
1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/rebate !( APLA N/\

I I |
*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of Ames is offer
ap oring
Pr nd pay
in or

304,823, 1003

Value!

TEST PREP AND
ADMISSIONS

Wanna see the new Lenovo 1 hinkpads offered by
VCU’s G2G program? Or how about Dell’s
new RCGCTICT&tiOn global green movement?

. You can hear about VCU’s Emergency Siren
System (it’s not an ambulance siren!) . Or
learn how the Library is making it easier to ﬁnd
TeSOUYCES you need for your papers!?

We have the just the plaC € for you to be!

You can even win an iP Od Touch!

Monday, April 7, 2008
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'VCU Technology Fair .

Tuesday, April 8,
10 am - 2 pm

Monroe Park Campus Student Commons (Salons)

Wednesday, April 9
9 am - 2 pm

MCV Campus Tompkins-McCaw Library

Free Food * Prizes * Giveaways

More information and complete schedule

go.vcu.edu/techdays

I I I I A A A p o p o o r A r o o A o o o o o o v o v oy v o

VCU Libraries VCU Technology Servicesy

7 o
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3L EECKER
St
School of Business - Snead Hall t) a P;’

301 West Main Street A
It’s Back!
NORTHERN ITALIAN BAGUETTE

Authentic...Fresh...Delicious!

$4.99

50¢ OFF YOUR NEXT BLEECKER ST 1001 HAXALL POINT  804.643.3466 \
SANDWICH OR SALAD © WWW.BLACKFINNRICHMOND.COM \ !
/ / /

/ \ \ A\

University College
Enhancing Your Success at VCU

. Orie -
. . oY Ntatio
\Writing Assistance choosing 2 V&) :

Supp,e
Menta| | :
structlon The University College:

Tutorind \eS Academic Advising

c“ed“ Campus Learning Center

elp Adlusti (5 S Writing Center
ng to COlle coV New Student Programs & Orientation

ge Core Curriculum

www.vcu.edu/uc
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Special offer for College Students

Internet you need, without the phone line you don't!

Get Verizon High Speed Internet with no phone service for as low as

. $

Special Off-Campus Student Offer
e Speeds up to 7.1 Mbps available
e Student-friendly 9-month contract
e No extra monthly cost to wirelessly
connect your roommates
o No paper bills to deal with...
we take credit cards

a month
(for speeds up to 768 Kbps)

All the speed you need to iTune,
Facebook, YouTube and IM. While you're
studying, of course...

To find out more or sign up,
Email us today at
collegeHSl@verizon.com.

Hurry. Class starts in like five minutes.

Limited time offer for new residential DSL customers. $79 early termination fee. Rate increases after first nine months. Additional charges and taxes may
apply. Other terms apply. Service availability, speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Service not available on University premises. Offer only available
in Maryland, Washington DC, Virginia and West Virginia. Offer good through 09/30/2008. ©2008 Verizon.

It's the Network

Quick.Connect.

collegeHSI@verizon.com veyr. i Zon
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“Building a New World” Conference
May 22-25,2008 - Radford University, Ra

In 2008 many of us understand that our nation, and even the
entire planet, are in a state of crisis. The deep longing for posi-
tive, lasting change is the bedrock upon which this conference is
based. How do we fix our country and our world? And how can
we form one mass movement to address the crisis?

In Radford, Virginia on May 22-25, thousands of activists, aca-
demics, journalists, poets, musicians and policymakers will con-
verge at the 2008 “Building a New World” Conference. If you
want to participate in building a new world, sign up now. Hotel
and dorm rooms are limited.

Learn more about First WPA Summit 2008
www.wpaconference.org

Register now
http://www.123signup.com/event?id=xyycy

Cindy Sheehan, William Blum, Medea Benjamin, Mike Whitney,
Michael Parenti, Alice Lovelace, David Swanson, Gareth Porter,
Kathy Kelly, Farid Bitar, Rev. Lennox Yearwood, Robert Jensen,
William Douglas, Kevin Zeese, Antonia Juhasz, Daniel Sunjata,
Adam Kokesh and IVAW, David Griffin, Gary Corseri, Steve
Alten, Meria Heller, Father Roy Bourgeois and many more lead-
ers and luminaries will join thousands of people from across the
country and from other lands as well, for a conference to lay the
foundations for building a new world now.

Major Session topics include End of Empire, Right to Health
Care, Facing Fundamentalism, Immigrant Rights, Economic
Exploitation, Fight for Economic Democracy, Palestine, Coop-
eratives and Localization, Venezuela: Bolivarian Revolution, Civil
Liberties / Constitutional Rights, Secession and Sustainability,
Animal Rights, Climate Change and Water Crisis, Academic
Freedom, Taking Back the Media, Irag Vets Out, Women’s
Liberation, Homelessness and Survival during Economic
Depression, New Monetary Paradigm, Election Fraud, Civilian
Democratic Earth Federation, Victims of Oppression Speak Out

Let’s brainstorm together in Radford to create concrete solutions.

Sign up now for WPA Summit 2008
http://www.123signup.com/event?id=xyycy

Submit a Proposal TODAY!

Learn more about the Conference sponsor
www.worldproutassembly.org

For any questions or comments, please contact Garda Ghista at:
wpaeditor@gmail.com or 859 781-4979. skype - garda.ghista

CT12 - commonwealthtimes.com
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Want to reach the student body
of VCU!

B

Happy 2008
from The
Common Cup!

Pizza & Drink
Special

Any pizza and 200z. soda

combination is
$6 plus tax with this coupon.

T T TR

We look forward to serving you!
Thanks for your business!

1211 W MAIN ST
RICHMOND, VA 23220
PHONE: 278 - 9333

Wwiw. THECOMMONCUP.com

Advertise with
'The Commonwealth Times ¢
5' g e

WHY HAUL YOUR STUFF HOME? WHY NOT STORE IT IN TOWN FOR NEXT YEAR!
SAFE @ ! CONVENIENT gy 1 INEXPENSIVE & 1
ENJOY THE SUMMER g3 HASSLE FREE ** |

STUDENT DISCOUNT: 2" MONTH FREE!!! MAY 2008 - AUGUST 2008

CALLUS...272-4364 @ HUGUENOT-ROBIOUS MINI STORAGE
11480 ROBIOUS ROAD: AT THE CORNER OF HUGUENOT & ROBIOUS ROADS

CALLUS ... 672-0673 @ BROAD STREET MINI STORAGE
7215 WEST BROAD STRET: JUST WEST OF BROAD STREET & GLENSIDE AVENUE

CALLUS ... 270-5463 @ BROAD STREET WEST MINI STORAGE
3950 DEEP ROCK ROAD: JUST WEST OF BROAD STREET & GASKINS ROAD

CALLUS ... 262-0072 & STAPLES MILL MINI STORAGE
8513 STAPLES MILL ROAD: JUST EAST OF STAPLES MILL & PARHAM ROADS

CALLUS ...261-6610 & BROOK ROAD MINI STORAGE
9001 BROOK ROAD: JUST NORTH OF BROOK AND PARHAM ROADS

YOU STORE IT @ Qz é ] , YOU LOCK IT a , YOU KEEP THE KEY &= !

WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD & AMERICAN EXPRESS.

© PLEASE BE PREPARED TO SHOW YOUR STUDENT IDENTIFICATION! ©
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KEMI OWENS-HART, RACHEL LARUE
Associate Spectrum Editor, Photography Editor

The International School of Strut culminated the end of VCU Fashion
Week with the STRUT: Flight 408 Fashion Show this past weekend.

Styles from the major fashion cities of the world — London, Milan,
Paris, NewYork and Tokyo — descended upon the Alltel Pavilion of the
Stuart C. Siegel Center this Saturday. With bright lights and heavy bass
as a backdrop, the fashion-forward swaggered down the runway to
display their ideas about what this season’s latest output has to offer.

Photographer Rachel Larue was there to catch some of the highlights.

spectrum commonwealthtimes.com - CT13
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Check this out:

VCU to showcase its diversity this week

KEMI OWENS-HART
Associate Spectrum Editor

VCU’s student population is hovering around the 30,000 mark , and the
university is home to students, faculty and staff from virtually all around the
world. You can observe this diversity while spending a few minutes near the
compass on a nice day or simply while walking to class.

But if you decide to give the iPod a break for a day (Sara Bareilles’ “Love Song”
will be there when you get back), a chorus of different languages will be heard
throughout campus—snatches of Spanish, Arabic, Urdu and various others mesh
together to form a cornucopia of sounds.

It is no surprise then that VCU decided to capitalize on the infinite cultural re-
sources the university and surrounding Richmond area have at their fingertips.

The VCU Intercultural Festival, organized by both students and faculty,
was established more than 10 years ago but was first documented officially in
2002. The festival strives to unite the community, to educate students and city
residents about cultural diversity and to showcase this diversity through different
avenues.

Intercultural Week begins today and will end on Saturday with the ICF Parade.
Activities throughout ICF week, including this coming Saturday’s Intercultural
Festival Parade, strive to whet anyone’s cultural appetite, whether it is for dance,
music, art or food.

Stop to examine the window paintings on the way to class or to study outside
in the Commons Plaza to the strains of music from all over the world—this
event is not to be missed.

A highlight of some ICF events:

=Monday

10-11 a.m.Tea 101 and TeaTasting with CuppaTea Company.
University Student Commons, Richmond Salon lll.

1-3 p.m. Zumba with Marcela. Cultural Dance Lessons.
University Student Commons. Virginia Room A.

3-5 p.m. My LanTran. OMSA Multicultural Speaker Series.
University Student Commons, Commonwealth Ballroom A.

7 p.m.Movie: “The Kite Runner.” University Student Commons,
CommonsTheater.

=Tuesday

1-2 p.m. Salsa Dance Lessons byYves Falanga. University
Student Commons, OSMA, Room 215.

3 p.m. OMSA Diversity Film Series: “Wearing Hijab.” University
Student Commons, OSMA, Room 215

4-6 p.m. OMSA Women of Color Discussion Group. University
Student Commons, OSMA, Shockoe Room.

7 p.m. Movie: “Babel.” University Student Commons, Commons
Theater.

Kenneth Lu photo

=Wednesday

9 a.m.-5 p.m. From Africa to Brazil: Continuity and Change in the
Atlantic World. University Student Commons, CommonsTheater.

5 p.m. International Food at Shafer Court Dining Center with live
music by Stable Roots. Shafer Court Dining Center, Market 810.

7 p.m. Movie: “Still Life!” University Student Commons,
CommonsTheater.

=Thursday

12:30-1:45 p.m. AIDS in Africa presentation by Helen Ruth
Aspaas. University Student Commons, Virginia Room A.

3-4 p.m. Kukuwa Dance Lessons by Samantha Nuamabh.
University Student Commons, Richmond Salon |.

7 p.m. Movie: “Volver!” University Student Commons, Virginia
Room C.

=Friday
3-5 p.m.The Sephardic Identity and the Contemporary Spanish
Self in Antonio Munoz Molina’s “Sefarad!” James Branch Cabell
Library, 35-B.

=Saturday

2-4 p.m. ICF Parade.The parade will begin on the corner of Floyd
Avenue and Harrison Street.

7 p.m. ICF Charity Concert featuring Culture-Sol. University
Student Commons, Commonwealth Ballrooms.

A complete list of events, locations and the parade route can be found at www.vcuicf.org/Pages/Default.aspx

CT14 - commonwealthtimes.com- spectrum
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TS WHEREY OUWANNABE':

apr 10~~Gov't Mule w/Tea Leaf Green
apr 23--The Used w/ Straylight Run & Army of lie

apr 30-- Slightly Stoopid w/State Radio

june 11-- moe. w/disco biscults

june 17-- Phil Lesh and Friends

june 18- Blues Traveler w/Avett Bros.
see it all at: www.innsbrookafterhours.com

tickets available at ticketstobuy.com, Plan 9, Spinnaker's Restaurant, Market Cafe, Richmond Music, the Home Team Grille or charge by phone 794-6700

BEFORE CED,
THERE'S ROTC.

The Army ROTC Leader's Training Course is a paid 4-week summer experience that jump starts

: ki ENROLL IN ARMY -
your career as an Army Officer and teaches you leadership skills along the way. BECOME AN ARMY 0 &\@&F

ASK ABOUT OUR SUMMER LEADER INTERNSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!
Contact LTC Mark Mines, Army ROTC, at (804) 287-6066 or mmines@richmond.edu
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Mock the vote

RICH GRISET
Opinion Editor

As T left class two weeks ago, I couldn’t help but be
drawn to the sounds of a guitar and drum set—I am but a
simple being. When I arrived at the source of the music, I
found more than just a band’s performance; students were
playing instruments to attract people to vote in the Student
Government Association elections.

Truly, what a brilliant idea.

Laptop computers were set up next to the band for
students to cast their votes. When I walked up to a computer,
one student provided me with an explanation about how
to vote. How nice.

“That's me; I'm running for senator,” he said, pointing
to himself on the screen when the voting page came up.
He then proceeded to watch me cast my votes. This was
not OK. In fact, this was completely disingenuous and
amounted to dirty politics.

I ended up telling him to go away, and - once he left
- I un-clicked his box.

Friends, running a voting process like this is one of the
biggest hindrances possible to a real democracy.

A candidate sponsoring a musical event is acceptable,
but when he or she hovers above you while you vote, it is
quite another story. Even when you go to cast your vote
for state and national government, there is a perimeter
candidates and their supporters must remain outside.

This was not an SGA presidential candidate, but a
senator. When a candidate pressures voters while they
are voting, it definitely might result in a biased vote. If
this pressuring happened to me, I'm sure it happened to
many others, as well.

GHLE

When looking at the SGA elec-
tion bylaws, there are no rules to
prevent this behavior. A voter is not

guaranteed privacy when voting or
protected from intimidation at the
voting booth.

In Article III, Section D, the
SGA bylaws list the actions that
are prohibited while campaigning.
The bylaws only address the cor-
rect posting of campaign material,
the illegality of campaigning in a
computer lab or James Branch Cabell
Library (Tompkins-McCaw Library
doesn’t count, apparently) and that
“a candidate may not exchange
money or services with voters in an
attempt to obtain votes.”

When I encountered that sena-
torial candidate, no laws were
broken.

A system is set up for SGA elections grievances, but
my story apparently doesn’t apply. Besides, even if I had
a case to present, SGA members only hear cases until 24
hours after the polls close. Had I known about this time
limit, I might have tried to complain, but navigating the
SGA Web site and finding the election bylaws alone took
a half hour and a few phone calls.

My aim is not to condemn or to support any particular
candidate; it is a plea for such shady political action to
no longer take place at the voting booth. Candidates are
supposed to wait until they get into office before they start
doing unethical things.

VOTE FOR YOUR EDITOR

The CT will hold elections for executive and managing editors for next school year.

Applications for the two positions can be obtained at the Student Media Center at

817 W. Broad St. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Applications are due by Friday, April 18

at 5 p.m. Candidates will present platform speeches at the Student Media Center April

18 at 5:30 p.m. Voting will take place by paper ballot following the speeches Friday,

April 18 — as well as at the SMC reception desk — until Friday, April 25 at 5 p.m.

All staff and contributors from the past school year are eligible to vote. For more

information, contact Rebecca Landau at editor@commonwealthtimes.com.

CT16 - commonwealthtimes.com- opinion
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REBECCA RICH
GRISET
Opinion Editor

LANDAU
Executive Editor

Opinions expressed are those of individual
writers and do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Commonwealth Times or Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. Unsigned
editorials representthe institutional opinion
of The Commonwealth Times.

Add Your Voice

The opinion pages of The Commonwealth
Times are a forum open to the public. Clear,
concise and compelling contributions are
welcome online at our Web site, by e-mail
at opinion@commonwealthtimes.com, or
by mail and in person at 817 W. Broad St.,
Richmond, Va. 23220-3806.

Letters must be sent from a valid VCU e-mail
address or signed with daytime and evening
telphone contact. We reserve the right to
edit for grammar, style and space.
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xkcd — “Pet Peeve” & “Keeping Time” Randall Munroe

My HOBBY:
PAUSING IN-STORE MUSIC FOR A SPLIT SECOND AND

PET pEE\/E # ‘ IH WATCHING THE EX-MARCHING BAND KIDS STUMBLE.

= -
=5 | ?ﬁﬁﬁ
e J‘Fq?:rg;n

REALLY? WHAT ARE YoU
DOING READINGT ITS

SATURDAY NIGHT!

Slippin’ in theTub Jonathan Scheer and Nate Waggoner

s

wWHo YOU'RE TALKING.

T0 7

Tsm . N\ [ /BT T AivT ) U

UNNO  WHAT | (MY AsS eV TH LIVE | |
T your, PROBLEM /) \FoR Yo, ok posobY!)

Monday, April 7, 2008 commonwealthtimes.com - CT17

03072008ms.indd 17 @ 4/6/08 10:58:00 PM



. YyOUR STATION.

W WYCW.ORG

CT18 - commonwealthtimes.com Monday, April 7, 2008



Pizza From Scratch Bill Lemmond

FLASHBACK AND FLASH FORWARD : DAN AND CONSVELA WERE MADE TO WAl

FIVE YEARS OF WRITING |]... AND PAYING L AWYERS,
TO HIS CONGRESSMAN... YE

VAIT,

GET BACKN[
. M =

—— ‘-_3;%._;
NGRS

)
)/

TAPRZ00% #

Last-Ditch Effort John Kroes

FROZEN PICZAS, FROZEN MICROWAVE BURRITOS,

FROZEN WONTOMNS, QUITE THE I'M THINKING OF
LOT WINGS, FROZEN MICROWAVE POPCORN SEVERAL INSTANT GOURMET, STARTING MY OWN
TATER TOTS.. SHRIMP, FROZEN WAFFLES, NOODLE CUPS AND A AREN'T You? COOKING SHOW:
HALF-DOZEN TV DINNERS. \ "THREE MINUTE MEALS".

s

www.lde-online.com

©2006 John Kroes

Clockstoppers Cobb Dixon

YEAH... MY MARRIAGE WAS
ABSOLUTE  BLISS. WE WERE

EVERYWHERE .

GREAT MODELS FOR COUPLES

AHHH, WE HAD SO MUCH FUN
LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST.

... AND WOULDN'T You know'!
THERE WAS A GRAIN OF BROWN
RICE AMONGST THE WHITE.

r A

DESPITE OUR HAFPPINESS
THOUGH, | NOTICED THAT MY
WIFE WAS BEGINNING To

ACT _VERY STRANGELY.

Monday, April 7, 2008
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HEY HON... FEELIN'
_\\FRISKY ?
e/
v

NO,BUT YOURE GOING To
GET SICK WALKIN' AROUND
NAKED LIKE THAT. HONESTLY,

GET SOMETHING ON

WILLYA? |'M
~ \FREEZING <
JUST LOOKING\Z. )
~ /AT YOu. L

(9

N
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tow a5, $535 $607

$E43 tor 1 bedroom $72Z9 for 2 bedrooms

Special price includes:

Up to 2 months FREE RENT pius FREE parking and FREE gas heat.
Free rent is prorated over a 12-month lease. Furnished apartments are available.
Ask about our Deluxe Package, which includes furniture and all utilities.

e 8 Minutes to downtown e Spacious apartments with patio/balcony
Virginia Center e Express shuttle to campus available e Separate dining areas, large vanity baths

1295 Commons Mall

SMINUTES 8 MINUTES e Two swimming pools e Mini-blinds, fully carpeted
. 1 ) 2o ¢ Fitness center, tennis courts, volleyball e Laundry facilities open 24/7
il : e GRTC bus stops in the community e Pets welcome

PRE-LEASING FOR SUMMER AND FALL - RESERVE NOW FOR THE BEST DEAL!

. COLONIAL TREEHOUSE

321-4840 321-3509

colonial@gscapts.com treehouse@gscapts.com
= www.gscapts.com

© GSC 2008 Limited availability. Subject Free locator service - 329-6666
to rent changes and normal leasing policies. 1-800-368-7669, E-mail: valocator@gscapts.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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