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Conference atVCU to
focus on alcohol misuse
among older adults

A conference to examine the risks
of alcohol misuse and the potential for
alcohol and medication interactions
in older adults will be presented in
VCU’s University Student Commons
Tuesday.

“The Hidden Epidemic: Alcohol,
Medication and the Older Adult” will
be held from 9 am. to 4 p.m. and is
being sponsored by VCU’s Virginia
Center on Aging, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Control
and the Alcohol and Aging Awareness
Group.

Michael Weaver, M.D., associate
professor in internal medicine at VCU,
will discuss the prevalence of alcohol
abuse in older adults. Patricia W.
Slattum, Pharm.D., Ph.D., an associate
professor in VCU’s pharmacy depart-
ment, will discuss using alcohol and
medications safely.

The founder of VCU’s alcohol-and-
drug-education/rehabilitation program
in the department of rehabilitation
counseling, Marcia J. Lawton, Ph.D.,
will discuss her book “Beacon of Hope.”
Debra Jay, author of “Aging and Addic-
tion: Helping Older Adults Overcome
Alcohol and Medical Dependence,” will
serve as keynote speaker.

More than 200 health and social
workers, family caregivers and older
adults have registered for the confer-
ence to learn about the signs and
symptoms of alcohol misuse, about

how to address the issue with clients
and families and about where to find
help.

Information provided by VCU Com-
munications and Public Relations

Law aims to make textbooks
more affordable

A law passed recently by the Vir-
ginia General Assembly seeks to
make textbooks and other learning
materials more affordable for students
in Virginia’s public schools.

House Bill 137, sponsored by Del-
egate Christopher K. Peace, R-Mechan-
icsville, permits local school boards to
enter into contracts with publishers for
the purchasing of textbooks.

Identical to Senate Bill 356, spon-
sored by Sen. John C. Watkins, R-
Midlothian, the bill broadens the term
“textbook” to include not only print
material but also electronic media.

A key component of the legislation
calls for local school boards to provide
the materials at reduced prices or free
of charge to students who are unable
to afford them.

The measure was approved unani-
mously by both the House and Senate
and was signed in March by Gov.
Timothy M. Kaine. The law takes
effect July 1.

“This bill is a step in (the right)
direction, allowing for the first time an
all-electronic version of the book to be
purchased with textbook funds,” said

Mark Burnet, director of the Virginia
Open Education Foundation.

The foundation is a nonprofit orga-
nization that funds educational content
for Virginia’s K-12 schools.

Brief by Michelle Antogiovanni,
Capital News Service

Toll-road compact
ends forVa., N.C.

The toll-road agreement between
Virginia and North Carolina has
reached a dead end.

House Bill 84, sponsored by Delegate
R. Steven Landes, R-Weyers Cave,
repealed the Virginia-North Carolina
Interstate Toll Road Compact estab-
lished during the 2006 session of the
General Assembly.

The original legislation in 2006 al-
lowed both Virginia and North Carolina
to set, impose and collect tolls for traffic
along Interstate 95.

The toll was not to exceed $5 for
a two-axle vehicle. Proceeds from the
tolls would have been split between
Virginia and North Carolina after col-
lection and other costs were paid.

North Carolina’s General Assembly
failed to pass legislation like Virginia’s
2006 law, and no compact between the
two states has been ratified.

Virginia’s charter had hoped the
tolls would be used for establishing
welcome centers, rest areas and facili-
ties where travelers could obtain food,
fuel, souvenirs, and vehicle repairs and

This week

in the news

service along the stretch of highway
connecting the two states.

The charter also called for the
establishment of a compact commission
with five legislators from Virginia and
five from North Carolina.

The bill to repeal the toll-road
compact will take effect July 1, 2009.

Brief by Michelle Antogiovanni,
Capital News Service

Small plane crashes into
Chesterfield house, killing
two passengers

Virginia police say two people
aboard a small plane were killed when
the aircraft crashed into a Chesterfield
County house.

Sgt. Tom Cunningham said one
person in the home was taken to VCU
Medical Center with burn injuries.

Names of the victims were not
immediately available.

The accident happened about 10:20
a.m. Sunday, about eight miles from the
Chesterfield County Airport. The house
was engulfed in flames, and debris was
strewn through the neighborhood,
but no other homes appeared to be
damaged.

A Chesterfield County Airport
manager said the plane took off from
his airport moments before crashing.

The Federal Aviation Administration
is investigating.
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SGA run-olit election
results confirmed

ANNAYATES
Contributing Writer

The run-off election for the remaining eight
Monroe Park Campus Student Government
Association senate seats disputed in the March
election concluded Thursday.

The complete results can be found on the
door of the SGA office and will soon be posted
to the SGA Web site, Chair of Elections Angela
Bitter said.

Bitter said the run-off election went as planned,
despite one glitch in the ballot that allowed people
to vote for too many candidates but did not affect
the results.

“Nothing’s going to be perfect; I think they went
as bestas we can do,” Bitter said. “All the candidates
seem to be satisfied with the results.”

Steven Latimer, one of the eight winners in the
run-off senate race, stated in an e-mail he also was
satisfied with the results of the run-off election.
Latimer ran for SGA president in March. Joshua
Ronk, who ran for executive director on Latimer’s
ticket, filed a complaint about voter intimidation
that was rejected earlier this month.

“This time, voting went much, much smoother,”
Latimer stated.

Ronk and Latimer’s vice-presidential running
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CANDIDATES VOTES

Darrell Coffey 145
Cassandra Harris 137
Jenny You 132
Steven Latimer 106
Tavarris Spinks 94
Joshua Ronk 80
Gonzalo Aida 69
Anthony Spain 61

mate, Gonzalo Aida, also won senate seats.

Bitter said there will be plenty of names to draw
fromif any of the seats become vacant this summer.
It is common for seats to be vacated, she said, as
some people drop out or resign. If this happens,
the SGA would be able to fill the opening seats
by drawing from the candidates who placed lower
than eighth in the run-off election, Bitter said.

“There will be a full senate in the fall,” she
said.

The elected SGA members will be inaugurated
Monday.

‘Follow code

of ethics’

Times-Dispatch
editor advises
future journalists

REED S. ALBERS
Contributing Writer

Glenn Proctor, executive editor of the Richmond
Times-Dispatch, didn’t hesitate to fire a reporter
for writing a fake news story.

“He was supposed to cover a migrant gathering
place in Northern Virginia,” Proctor said. The
reporter wrote the story, but editors later discovered
the place didn’t exist.

“It was a very easy firing,” Proctor said.

Proctor and Sundra Hominik, a senior editor
for the Times-Dispatch, spoke about ethics in
journalism during a panel discussion April 23 at
the T. Edward Temple Building. The discussion was
sponsored by the Society of Professional Journalists
to mark Ethics Week.

In discussing the journalist’s code of ethics,
Hominik cited the first rule: “We want to seek
truth and report it.”

She then led role-playing exercises in which
students were asked to make quick ethical decisions.
Newsrooms across the world face ethical decisions
every day, she said.

“It’s a tough call.”

Proctor reminded students their writing will
face constant scrutiny.

“People criticize us every day for what we put
in the paper,” he said.

Proctor referred to former Washington Post
reporter Janet Cooke as an example of someone
who violated the code of ethics.

In 1981, Cooke wrote a story about an 8-year-old
heroin addict. The story, titled “Jimmy’s World,”
garnered national attention and even won a Pu-
litzer Prize. When questions arose about Cooke’s
credentials, and community groups wanted to help
Jimmy, the truth came out: Jimmy was fictitious, a
composite character Cooke created for her story.
The Washington Post returned the Pulitzer Prize,
its credibility damaged.

Proctor thinks Cooke actually could have met
such a boy.

“If she had done her homework, she could have
found a story like that in (Washington,) D.C.,”
he said.

Cooke’s lie ended her career.

“(The) last time we heard about Janet Cooke,
she was working in retail,” Proctor said.

Proctor also spoke about Jayson Blair, a former
reporter for The New York Times. Five years ago,
Blair filed stories about the suburban Washington,
D.C,, sniper attacks but never actually interviewed
the people he wrote about or visited the area.
Further investigation also revealed he had faked

ETHICS continued to CT5
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ETHICS continued
from CT3

other stories. Like Cooke, Blair was
fired but not without damaging The
New York Times’ reputation.

Proctor said Cooke and Blair are
examples of when reporters do not
take ethics seriously.

“People get lazy; Blair filed his
dispatches from his apartment in New
York City,” Proctor said.

Proctor also thinks Cooke and Blair
won’t be the last journalists to falsify
a news story.

“We hear about it every so often.”

Proctor told VCU students to remain
ethical.

“Your stories have to be balanced;
you cannot be one-sided.”

Journalists who ignore ethics infringe
on the trust of their readers, Proctor
said.

“A lot of people don’t trust us,” he
said. “We have to do as much as we
can to gain their trust.”

Proctor told student journalists to
be honest if they breach journalistic
ethics.

“Admit when you screw up—it
works personally and professionally.”

Asthma Study | HlllE Natural & Or gﬁni('h
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The CT
soon will
be hiring!

Applications for editorial positions on next year'’s staff can be obtained at the
Student Media Center at 817 W. Broad St. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, contact Stacey Hamman at editor@commonwealthtimes.com.
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JONATHAN HOWARD
Sports Editor

Dozens of people gathered for a common cause at
Richmond’s Byrd Park Sunday. Some talked, smiled
and laughed. Some kicked around a children’s soccer
ball. Others enjoyed the taste of free bagels and orange
juice.

By the look of it, you wouldn’t know that a 5k
was about to take place. However, that's exactly what
happened. Friends, family and community members
gathered to honor the life of former VCU women’s soc-
cer player Nicole Megaloudis with the Fourth Annual
Nicole Megaloudis Foundation 5K Run/Walk.

Megaloudis died in February 2004 after being
involved in a single-vehicle accident in Goochland
County, Va., on the way back to school from her
home in Northern Virginia. Megaloudis was slated to
participate in the Summer Olympics in Athens with

Monday, April 28, 2008
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Participants race in the ‘Make it Happen’ 5K Run/Walk for the Nicole Megaloudis Foundation.
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Greece’s women’s soccer team. Her father's Greek
heritage enabled her to be eligible to participate.
Known as a funny and caring person to those
who knew her, Megaloudis had a passion for helping
others. Because of this, her mother, Gayle, set up the
foundation to fulfill the work she thought Nicole to

Athletes,
community
participate
IN charity bk

A

Allison Fiebert photo

“We decided that we wanted to do something to
keep Nicole’s memory alive and continue doing things
that she did, because she was such a humanitarian and
into helping people,” Gayle said.

According to Gayle, Nicole had a passion for wanting

be passionate about. NICOLE continued to CT9
BASEBALL May 2-4, vs. Towson, The WOMEN'STRACK & FIELD
Tue., April 29, vs. VMI, The ~ Dlamond Sat., May 3, @ George
Diamond, 7 p.m. MEN’'STRACK & FIELD Mason Invitational, Fairfax,

Wed., April 30, vs. Norfolk
State, The Diamond, 7 p.m.
all day

Sun., May 4, @ George
Mason Invitational, Fairfax,

all day
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COMMENTARY

Thank goodness for the NFL draft

JON

ATHAN

SAYS

I'm not going to beat around the bush
here. I love Al Davis. For years, the owner
of the Oakland Raiders has had my affec-
tion. Obviously, I'm not a Raiders fan. If
I were, I'd be saying exactly the opposite.
However, I like Davis a lot, because he
keeps me entertained during the season and
constantly on my toes during the draft.

Sure, Darren McFadden can be consid-
ered easily the top-overall player among
those selected for this past weekend’s draft.
Sure, McFadden is a big-time performer
with a lot of potential. But Davis’ selection
of the Arkansas running back made me — of
all things — giggle. In selecting McFadden,
Davis seemed to have overlooked some
things.

For starters, Oakland already has
enough running backs on the roster to
field a basketball team, including last
year’s 1,000-yard rusher Justin Fargas,
who averaged almost five yards per carry.
Secondly, if Davis is going to spend time
on offense, maybe he should take a look

at his oft-injured receiving corps. Lastly,
perhaps Davis should have noticed his
team spent a lot of the season playing from
behind. Maybe it's something other than
the offense that's messed up.

At the end of the day, McFadden is going
to turn out to be a fine player in the NFL.
He probably will rush for more than 1,000
yards in a season within three years and
have a chance at a Pro Bowl. But for one
day, at least, he made me giggle.

On another note, I've had a number of
people ask me recently about my feelings
regarding the Dolphins selecting Jake Long,
an offensive lineman, as the top-overall
pick. The questioner always means it in
a way that points towards Miami wasting
the top pick (and millions of dollars) on a
non-skill position. So what's my answer?
I'm completely fine with it. For years under
head coach Mike Shanahan, the Denver
Broncos have had constant 1,000-yard
rushers consistently. Some of the players
that have eclipsed this mark under his

watch include “all-stars” Olandis Gary
and Mike Anderson. Others include true
all-stars such as Terrell Davis. No matter
who touches the ball, what has been the
key to their success? The offensive line!
The Dolphins’ offensive line has been a
weak link for several years now, and last
season, it did nothing but get worse—just
like the rest of the team.

With a team that needs rebuilding on
both sides of the ball, you have to start
with the groundwork. A good offensive
line is the key to a good and productive
offense.

Long will come in and play right away
and will be key to the re-building of a
once-proud team. Yes, the Fins could have
started on the defensive side of the ball and
taken Chris Long as Jason Taylor’s eventual
replacement as leader of the D-line, but
with the quarterback situation still up in
the air, someone has to run protection.
Furthermore, those Broncos teams didn’t
fare so poorly—now did they?
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Sports Briefs

BASEBALL

Rain once again interfered with
VCU’s schedule in its weekend
series at James Madison. Junior
R.J. Schenk’s (Yorktown/Tabb)
seventh-inning two-run home run
put the Rams on top and gave them
the 6-4 win. Saturday’s action was
suspended in the bottom of the third
inning with the Rams leading 5-3
and was resumed Sunday morning.
The Dukes came back to win 9-7
Sunday and took the rubber match
13-6 that afternoon. Junior Jared
Bolden (Lynchburg/E.C. Glass)
homered twice in the day. The Rams
fall to 4-14 in the Colonial Athletic
Association and 11-26 overall.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Head coach Anthony Grant
signed a contract extension with
VCU this past week through the
2013-2014 season. Grant has led
the Rams to a 52-15 record in two
seasons and earned Colonial Athletic
Association Coach of the Year fol-
lowing the 2006-2007 season. The
announcement came a day after Eric
Maynor (Raeford, N.C./Westover)

decided he will return to the Rams
for his senior season.

MEN'STRACK & FIELD

Senior Jason Gallo (Rochester,
N.Y./Eastridge), sophomores DeAn-
gelo Wilson (Richmond/Prince
Edward County) and Jamal Blyden
(Virginia Beach/Landstown) and
freshman Antonio Norvell (Ports-
mouth/I.C. Norcom) teamed up
in the 4x200 to break a 13-year-
old school record with a time of
1:25.11—nearly a second faster
than the old record. The quartet
finished the event in ninth place
out of 52 teams.

WOMEN'STRACK & FIELD

The team of seniors Erika Banks
(Hampton/Bethel) and Sharmane
Duren (Richmond/Varina), along
with junior Whitney Key (Gooch-
land/Goochland) and sophomore
Cassandra Thondique (Norfolk/
Granby), placed again in the all-time
VCU top-10 in the 4x400 relay
with a time of 3:52.14 at the Penn
Relays.

NICOLE continued from CT7

to help those in other countries. Because of this, part of the donations
received from the 5k and other events hosted by the foundation is sent to
countries such as Ghana and Haiti for purposes such as funding education.
The other part of the money is set aside for scholarships for high school
students who show leadership abilities and financial need.

“She (Nicole) decided that she wanted to help people ... the run is
kind of an extension of that,” said friend and former roommate Melanie
Simonich.

Some that showed up to participate in the 5k didn’t see it as a competi-
tion, but in the spirit of keeping Nicole’s memory alive and helping others
in the process, saw the race as a chance to reflect.

“It's just great to see everyone out here and just keeping her spirit
alive. It's a time where everyone she really cared about can get together,”
Simonich said.

“It's a competitive thing if you want it to be a competitive thing ...
if they want to take the three laps to think about what kind of person
their friend was, they can do that, too,” said Stephanie Power, a current
member of the soccer team.

VCU women’s soccer co-head coach Tim Sahaydak agreed the 5k means
more than just running a race.

“It's extremely important for the VCU soccer program, because I think
it’s traditions like this that help teach the girls things outside of the soccer
field,” Sahaydak said.

On a rainy day, when normally most people might have stayed inside,
the 5k had plenty of attendees. One attendee eventually won, and one
eventually crossed the finish line last. However, on a day meant to
remember Nicole Megaloudis, her mother made sure to point out that
winning wasn't the focus.

“It’s really more of a reunion than anything else to bring people back
together ... we celebrate her on this day.”

Monday, April 28, 2008
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“Building a New World” Conference

May 22-25,2008 - Radford University, Ra

In 2008 many of us understand that our nation, and even the
entire planet, are in a state of crisis. The deep longing for posi-
tive, lasting change is the bedrock upon which this conference is
based. How do we fix our country and our world? And how can
we form one mass movement to address the crisis?

In Radford, Virginia on May 22-25, thousands of activists, aca-
demics, journalists, poets, musicians and policymakers will con-
verge at the 2008 “Building a New World” Conference. If you
want to participate in building a new world, sign up now. Hotel
and dorm rooms are limited.

Learn more about First WPA Summit 2008
www.wpaconference.org

Register now
http://www.123signup.com/event?id=xyycy

Cindy Sheehan, William Blum, Medea Benjamin, Mike Whitney,
Michael Parenti, Alice Lovelace, David Swanson, Gareth Porter,
Kathy Kelly, Farid Bitar, Rev. Lennox Yearwood, Robert Jensen,
William Douglas, Kevin Zeese, Antonia Juhasz, Daniel Sunjata,
Adam Kokesh and IVAW, David Griffin, Gary Corseri, Steve
Alten, Meria Heller, Father Roy Bourgeois and many more lead-
ers and luminaries will join thousands of people from across the
country and from other lands as well, for a conference to lay the
foundations for building a new world now.

Major Session topics include End of Empire, Right to Health
Care, Facing Fundamentalism, Immigrant Rights, Economic
Exploitation, Fight for Economic Democracy, Palestine, Coop-
eratives and Localization, Venezuela: Bolivarian Revolution, Civil
Liberties / Constitutional Rights, Secession and Sustainability,
Animal Rights, Climate Change and Water Crisis, Academic
Freedom, Taking Back the Media, Irag Vets Out, Women’s
Liberation, Homelessness and Survival during Economic
Depression, New Monetary Paradigm, Election Fraud, Civilian
Democratic Earth Federation, Victims of Oppression Speak Out

Let’s brainstorm together in Radford to create concrete solutions.

Sign up now for WPA Summit 2008
http://www.123signup.com/event?id=xyycy

Submit a Proposal TODAY!

Learn more about the Conference sponsor
www.worldproutassembly.org

For any questions or comments, please contact Garda Ghista at:
wpaeditor@gmail.com or 859 781-4979. skype - garda.ghista
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Special offer for College Students

Quick.Connect.

Internet you need, without the phone line you don't!

Get Verizon High Speed Internet with no phone service for as low as

Special Off-Campus Student Offer
e Speeds up to 7.1 Mbps available O
e Student-friendly 9-month contract
« No extra monthly cost to wirelessly
connect your roommates
e No paper bills to deal with...
we take credit cards

a month
(for speeds up to 768 Kbps)

All the speed you need to iTune,
Facebook, YouTube and IM. While you're
studying, of course...

To find out more or sign up,
Email us today at
collegeHSl@verizon.com.

Hurry. Class starts in like five minutes.

Limited time offer for new residential DSL customers. $79 early termination fee. Rate increases after first nine months. Additional charges and taxes may
apply. Other terms apply. Service availability, speed and uninterrupted service not quaranteed. Service not available on University premises. Offer only available
in Maryland, Washington DC, Virginia and West Virginia. Offer good through 09/30/2008. ©2008 Veerizon.

It's the Network -
collegeHSI@verizon.com veyr. 'Zon
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.. - Large 1 Bed 1 Bath apartments starting at $850. Large 2 Bed
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ROBERTO CURTIS
Spectrum Editor

If senior dance projects are the
ultimate test for graduating student
choreographers, then the dance-and-
choreography department should be
proud of their polished progeny.

For the first time, the Spring Senior
Project Dance Concert had to be divided
into a two-weekend affair because of the
size of the senior class. Six out of 10
seniors presented their final projects this
weekend at the Grace Street Theater—the
other four, Hannah Frisch, Samantha
Crawford, Katie Dean and Danielle King,
presented the weekend prior.

The results were stunning, with the
choreography nearly overshadowed by
the quality of the dancers selected for
the works themselves.

Though the pieces with larger en-
sembles came off as more visually
stunning, the beauty of the concert shone
through in nearly every aspect, from the
subtleties of the lighting and music, to
the dramatic duets and solos.

Tony E. Colden Jr’s “Configured
Time” was an octet of mostly up-
per-classmen who danced to ambient
metronomic music by the esoteric John
Zorn, Jaga Jazzist and Motorpsycho.
The synchronization of music and
movement stood out in particular,
probably because of the added input
from the choreographer and Robbie
Kinter’s highly regarded sound engineer-
ing—as the department’s music director,

Senior choreographers
show promise of

bright futures

Rachel Larue
photo spread

nearly every work choreographed by
the department’s faculty and students.
The seniors in the cast added a layer of
experience that was no doubt a morale
booster for the younger members of the
ensemble. Tashara Gavin-Moorehead
—who also choreographed the last piece
of the evening — and Glen Lewis were
the focus of the climactic work, though
supporting dancers were incorporated
thoughtfully and were not overshadowed
by the duet.

Adrienne LaNee’ Moody’s “It's Time
She Knows” was a colorful quartet of
freshmen set to very slow and soothing,
yet tense music. Margaret Allen, Anneke
Collins, Courtney Cook and Allison
Meyer interpreted Moody’s creative
structures wonderfully. Especially
striking was the trio that featured each
dancer performing individual motions
while revolving together. As the dancers
began to throw themselves to the ground,
the thuds of their impact made the piece
difficult to watch.

“preSSed” might have been the
most-perfectly synched work of modern
dance and music I've ever seen. With
choreography by Ami Dowden-Fant,
hardly a sporadic musical blip went
by without a dancer interpreting it in
some way. Dowden-Fant’s octet featured
a diverse, limber cast that paired well
with one another in every conceivable
combination. Transitions were seamless
as duos shifted from quartets to trios to
unison ensemble. The lighting was fan-
tastic and added to the diverse textures

Kinter’s fingerprints can be found on that seemed to morph and erupt like a

Amanda Garrison inTashara Moorehead’s ‘Spirit Wrapped in Flesh’
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Courtney Cook, Margaret Allen and
Allison Meyer perform Adrienne
Moody'’s ‘It'sTime She Knows.

violently bubbling cauldron.

Like Colden’s piece, Melaney Cash’s
“Guided Reflection” was focused on a
duet. Danielle King and Colden interacted
throughout the work, though the support-
ing dancers — in this instance — took more
of abackseat role. Each dancer had specific
interaction with the duet, resulting in
variance in King’s and Colden’s movement
from then on. Cash’s poignant ending was
captured marvelously through abstract
industrial music and somber lighting as
a lone figure was left with nothing but
darkness to contemplate.

Alex Miegel's “Ethereal Emissaries”
incorporated a prim, regal feel. A chandelier
hung from upper stage left while Miegel’s
sextet channeled his interpretation of the
supernatural through ornate, flowing cos-
tumes or plain, ghostly garb and classical,
ballet-like movement. Ghosts and mortals
mingled beautifully in what was reminis-
cent of a dreamy masquerade ball.

Gavin-Moorehead’s piece, “Spirit
Wrapped in Flesh,” was as sensuous as it
was spooky. It was impressive both because
of the size of the ensemble and because
of how convincingly and uniformly the

Monday, April 28, 2008
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LS |
Jasmine Domfort and Tashara Gavin-

Moorehead perform Tony Colden Jr.'s
‘Configured Time"
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COMMENTARY

Rachel Larue
photo spread

dancers phrased their movement. Minimal lighting and red-and-black
costumes cast a sassy tinge that paired well with the raw feminine attitude
of Gavin-Moorehead’s nine-member cast. The members’ technique was
particularly noteworthy, both throughout the solos and in the dozens

of combinations they
formed. Among the
cast, Danielle Currica,
Jaclyn Rea and Megan
Thompson stood out
for their remarkable
technique and expres-
sion.

The caliber of work
presented was no sur-
prise. Every year, the
senior class unleashes
the best ideas and a
culmination of experi-
ence onto the audience
with fantastic results.
The upcoming fall
projects undoubtedly
will be no exception.

CT Photography Editor
Rachel Larue contrib-
uted to this review.

Megan Harrold and Glen Lewis perform
Ami Dowden-Fant’s ‘preSSed.
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REVIEW

aking Shortbus to Afrobeat Movement

proves grand—and that's no Bull

KEMI OWENS-HART

Associate Spectrum Editor

Bikes tethered to every available
parking meter and traffic sign lined the
600 block of downtown Main Street this
past Thursday night.

As an eclectic mix of young and old
shuffled past the large, open windows
of Capital Ale House, the screaming
virtuosic trumpet solo that spilled from
those windows made it clear this was
not going to be a typical weekday bar
excursion.

For the past seven years, Style
Weekly—a publication that describes
itself as “Richmond’s alternative for news,
arts, culture and opinion”—has hosted
its annual Music Issue Party at various
venues in the city. The truly intoxicating
concoction Capital Ale House served up
last week included bands Fight the Big
Bull, the Richmond Afrobeat Movement
and Special Ed & the Shortbus.

Fight the Big Bull opened the show
with its signature style. Attempting to
relegate its sound to one musical genre
would be doing the band a great dis-
service, as itincorporates jazz modes, the

brass-laden sound of big bands and the
asymmetrical, driving rhythmic patterns
of the avant-garde. As the band members
played through their set, one word came
to mind: cohesion. Each member of Fight
the Big Bull is completely in tune with
himself, the band and the environment.
This quality makes the group exude a
sort of quiet intensity. Watching—or
moreso, experiencing—the dialogues
between trombonists Reginald Pace and
Bryan Hooten is like watching a debate
between two skilled orators—their points
are convincing and passionate without
missing a beat.

With waiters running in and out of
the room, which had been cleared of
its tables to provide spectator space,
the Richmond Afrobeat Movement
took the stage with the now-crowded
area abuzz.

While Fight the Big Bull excels in
the electricity of the calm before the
storm, the Richmond Afrobeat Move-
ment throws the listener right into the
middle of it. The myriad of West African
rhythms and soaring scale passages of
individual solos made even the 40- and
50-somethings in the crowd—some well

Kemi Owens-Hart photo

The Richmond Afrobeat Movement, from left: Alex Powers,
Mary Hicks, Lucas Fritz, Sean VandeLinde and Charles Nill.
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past their first or second drink of the
night—nod their heads and tap their feet
in spite of themselves. Despite the sound
engineer’s inability to mic the 11-piece
ensemble properly forits first ten minutes
on stage, the band played through it all,
inciting the crowd to dance before the
set even officially began.

Itis difficult to put a finger on exactly
what makes seeing Afrobeat perform
such a good time. Perhaps it is the
band members’ stage presence — their
choreographed dances and encouraging
nature exudes a contagious positivity —or
simply the unmistakable sense of raw,
young talent. The face of the Richmond
Afrobeat Movement has undergone some
major changes over the past year, but its
formula has produced impressive results
consistently.

Even though the crowd had thinned

ROBERTO CURTIS
Spectrum Editor

To check out the best the photog-
raphy-and-film department has to
offer, one needs to look no further
than Plant Zero, where the First Year
MFA Photo/Film Candidacy Show is
being held through May 3.

The exhibition premiered this
Friday and featured a wide array of
interactive multimedia installations.
MFA students John Hendershot, Nia
Burks, Jennida Chase and Hassan Pitts
had works on display for the opening
exhibition, which was well received by

MFA Film and Photography Candidacy Show

later into the night, there was still a
significant presence for the bluegrass
sounds of Special Ed & the Shortbus.
Exchanging light-hearted banter, the
band’s commitment to its on-stage per-
sonality provided a nice change of pace,
exemplifying the variety of the night's
lineup. Fiddler Aaron Lewis, donning a
sailor hat and a substantial beard worthy
of an old-timey bluegrass band, was a
definite standout performance of the
night. Technically solid and well-versed
in the style he was playing, Lewis’ control
of the fiddle would impress even the most
rigidly trained classical player.

Even though there was a significant
mix-up with checks as everything
wrapped up, the friendly waitstaff, the
Style personnel and the excellent music
made for quite the enjoyable night.
Kudos to all involved—job well done.

the 100-plus visitors that evening.

In addition to isolated projection
screens and sound installations,
individual portable screens are on
hand and are headphone-equipped
for individual viewers.

Though all the participating stu-
dents opted for film and sound as
their medium, the results are varied,
experimental and thought-provok-
ing—definitely worth checking out.

Plant Zero is located at O E. Fourth
St.and is open Monday through Friday
from 8 am. to 3 p.m. and Saturday
from 9 am. to 3 p.m. Call 804-231-
6500 for more information.
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Across

3. Clark Kent

5. Eric Brooks

6. Benjamin Jacob

Grimm

8. Arthur Curry

12. Frank Castle

13. Al Simmons

14. Erik Lehnsherr

15. Doug Funnie

16. Dr. Robert Bruce
Banner

Down

1. Bruce Wayne

2. Anung un Rama

3. Peter Parker

4. Dick Grayson
7 Remy LeBeau
9. Kara ZorEl

10. Dr. Henry Philip
“"Hank” McCoy

11. Anthony Edward
“Tony" Stark
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Get free MCAT
Verbal Edge!

When you enroll with Kaplan in April!

Strengthen your MCAT Verbal skills and build your
test-taking speed—without sacrificing accuracy!

8 online, instructor-led sessions
20 hours of additional prep

Extra quizzes, workshops, and practice tests

...allavailable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
FREE if you enroll by April 30t!

Call or visit us online today!

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/rebate !(A PLA N/\

in full be ril 30th, 2008. apply. For
comple irements, visit kapte:
HIGHER TEST SCORES GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK.
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Value!
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RICH GRISET
Opinion Editor

Abraham Lincoln once said, “a house
divided against itself cannot stand.” If
this is so, the Monroe Park Campus
Student Government Association is in
shambles.

I realize I am generalizing about all
SGA members, and for that, I am sorry.
The majority of the SGA probably wants
to help provide the student body a
better atmosphere while at VCU—but
most of the SGA members I've dealt
with have acted like catty, immature
children drunk on visions of their own
self-importance.

At least, with real politics, there
are important issues being discussed
beyond all the infighting and bickering.
The United States Congress makes real
decisions that affect many lives and that
shape the course of our nation. The
SGA should be more than a glorified
high-school-prom committee.

The CT has been sent numerous
letters to the editor personally attack-
ing other SGA members regarding the
elections, judicial rulings and other
nonsense. These people do not have
the courtesy to distinguish between
professional disagreements and personal
attacks.

Before the second elections took place,

SGA
Holes

I couldn’t decipher what was going on.
But then again, even Jessica Lee, the
current SGA president, seemed not to
have a grip on what was happening. In
the April 21 issue of The CT, Lee was
quoted about the lack of communication
in the SGA.

“Itsridiculous,” Lee said. “It’s like try-
ing to get information out of a wall.”

There had been such alack of informa-
tion that, Lee reportedly said, some SGA
candidates didn’t even know if there
would be another election. Trying to
find information on the SGA Web site is
as challenging as running past the bums
between Little Caesar’s and Hell Block
with a fresh pizza.

The VCU SGA needs to get its act
together. It needs an accurate Web site
so that students can stay better informed
about what is going on.

The SGA should direct more money to
advertising both its existence and ways to
contact its members. The SGA members

should be much more vocal about ways
students can reach them and can submit
problems to be discussed.

Currently, a voting grievance only can
be submitted within the 24 hours after
an election concludes. To give students
a fair opportunity to submit grievances,
the bylaws should be changed to allow
a grievance to be submitted within at
least the first three days after voting
has ended.

Votes need to be counted in a timely
fashion so they still have significance.
The SGA Joint Elections Committee,
which oversees elections, needs to be
strengthened tenfold if it's going to deter
voting discrepancies.

Bylaws also should be put into place
that discourage infighting among higher-

War to the max

JOHN S.WILSON
Contributing Writer

Have you checked your credit score lately? I usually
check mine about twice a year, and discrepancies are
somewhat common. I've seen some little stuff (an old
hospital bill—that can wait), and I've seen some big stuff
(the Internal Revenue Service—whoa, that can’t be me).
What I had yet to see — until now — was my share of a
trillion-dollar war.

The Bush administration continues to tell the American
people we are going to reap the benefits of our continued
operations in Irag—regardless of the Defense Department
noting 30,000 injuries and more than 4,000 casualties, the
escalation of conflicts between Sunni and Shiite insurgents,
no weapons of mass destruction (nope, no nukes) found
and insufficient evidence of a credible threat to national
interests (no Yellow-cake uranium bought in Nigeria,
either). And amid all the administration’s talking, there has

been no mention of how we will pay for everything.

After Sept. 11, the country was in a malaise, and
Americans felt Bush empathized with them. Bush traveled
to New York’s ground zero, put on a hard hat and gave a
speech. It was all very touching. The political capital Bush
developed was immense, and — in 2003 — he decided to
do a little shopping.

Congress passed a joint resolution authorizing “the use
of force against terrorists” and appropriated the necessary
funds to make this action possible. The administration
estimated the war would cost $50 billion, and Iraqis
would pay their share of reconstruction costs by using
oil revenues.

I certainly wanted to believe the administration. This
was why I felt confident enough in Bush to vote for him in
2004. Unfortunately, five years after the beginning of the
War in Iraq, according to the nonpartisan Congressional

LETTER continued to CT17
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ranking members of the SGA. Presidents,
vice presidents and justices should not
be ripping apart other members of the
SGA publicly, especially when they
have decided a case involving other
members. Official judicial opinions are
where ideas should be expressed—not
in personal-attack letters.

VCU SGA members have a long way
to go if they want to rebound from the
past few weeks.

Encouraging the honorable President
Eugene P. Trani to sign the American
College and University Presidents Cli-
mate Commitment is a step in the right
direction, but—as a whole — the SGA just
needs to get organized and fix the holes
in their organization. SGA members need
to provide information and transpar-
ency about their workings and need to
promote themselves better.

A house divided cannot stand, but
with a solid foundation, the SGA might
get back on its feet again.

REBECCA
LANDAU
Executive Editor

RICH
GRISET
Opinion Editor

Opinions expressed are those of individual
writers and do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Commonwealth Times or Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. Unsigned
editorials representthe institutional opinion
of The Commonwealth Times.

Add Your Voice

The opinion pages of The Commonwealth
Times are a forum open to the public. Clear,
concise and compelling contributions are
welcome online at our Web site, by e-mail
at opinion@commonwealthtimes.com, or
by mail and in person at 817 W. Broad St.,
Richmond, Va. 23220-3806.

Letters must be sent from a valid VCU e-mail
address or signed with daytime and evening
telphone contact. We reserve the right to
edit for grammar, style and space.
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WAR continued from CT16

Budget Office, America has spent
about $845 billion on the war. Iraqis
have yet to contribute any significant
amount of funds, and my generation
disproportionately will bear the brunt
of the costs.

During Bill Clinton’s administra-
tion, Joseph Stiglitz was former
chairman of the Council of Economic
Advisers, the group responsible for the
president’s economic policy. Stiglitz
estimated the cost of operations will
total $3 trillion. Worse yet, Stiglitz
calls this a low estimate.

Undoubtedly, this debt will not be a
problem for Bush, who exits office in
less than a year, or — more specifically
—for his generation. The baby-boomer
generation — which includes my

parents and other nice folks — will
not be asked to foot the bill for this
debt. In 20 years, the last wave of baby
boomers will reach retirement age, yet
this debt will still exist. If U.S. Sen.
John McCain has his way, we'll still
be in Iraq, too.

While baby boomers received tax
cuts during the past seven years, the
national debt continued to increase at
a phenomenal rate.

The U.S. Treasury notes that U.S.
debt rose from $2 trillion in 2001,
when Bush took office, to more than $9
trillion today. According to the Federal
Reserve System, the U.S. spent nearly
$430 billion on interest payments this
past year alone. And the interest will
continue to rise.

My generation, named the “Milleni-
als” generation by authors Neil Howe
and William Strauss, will be paying
for this war and its to-be-determined
aftermath. We in this generation will
pay for the troops who have become
stationed permanently in Iraq “secur-
ing democracy” for the future; we will
pay for the physical rehabilitation
and mental-health care of Iraq War
veterans, who return home as a shell
of their former selves; we will pay
for the increased interest rates of the
war debt and the national debt as a
whole.

We will pay the staggering costs
incurred by having a less-educated,
less-skilled and less-healthy citizenry
that has developed because of a lack of

educational parity among our youth.
This inequality has been exacerbated
by an endemic bureaucratic misman-
agement that chronically underfunds
our public-school system and by an
overburdened health-care system that
disproportionately disenfranchises
the poor.

No longer should neoconservatives
and “lame ducks” habituating Wash-
ington, D.C., solely determine how
much longer this war should last.

If my generation is going to foot
the bill, then we deserve to be heard,
too.

Next time Bush asks Congress to
swipe our charge card yet again, I yearn
to hear: “Sorry, Mr. President—it’s
been declined.”
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PERSONAL

Rachel! Met atVillage;re-metatdrug-
a debate last year. please contact
me. IGaveYouARideHome@Yahoo.
om

Pizza From Scratch Bill Lemmond

MY UNCA LUX SAYS
DRIVERS ARE BUSY. |-

(w]

PT STUDENT ADVISOR WANTED
Kaplan Test Prep & Admissions. $8/hr.
Office Assistant to assist with the
overall administration of the Center,
including classes and marketing
initiatives, and providing friendly

j) customer service. Great opportunity

togainatremendous amountof multi-
faceted business experience and
T provide a service that helps students
achievetheir educational goals. Part-
time hours: evenings and weekends.
Minimum one-year commitment.

WHEN ! I G_ K If you are interested in applying
? S for the position, please forward
s ’ your resume and cover letter to
H NE O/U ? HEM gpo_Richmond@kaplan.com.
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E Have something to say?
TO D / Keep it to 25 words, and
{ 4 7 E Y it's FREE!
- “’:g: Students: If you're a

chatty type, the cost is
just 10 cents per word
after the first 25. Call us
at 828-1058 or stop by at
817 W. Broad St.
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Jonathan Scheer and Nate Waggoner
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Piled Higher, Deeper

Jorge Cham

PAY You To COME
WORK FOR US.

MIKE, THIS 1S WHAT\-
WERE PREPARED TO

THS & TEN TIMES
WHAT | MAKE AS
A GRAD STUDENT,

WeLCOME
TO THE REAL

JORGE CHAM © 2008

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM

John Kroess

I MEAN, HERE I AM
TRYING TO FIND A SUIT
FOR THE SUMMER, AND
IT'S JUST PAGE AFTER

PAGE OF BIMBOS DRESSED
IN PRACTICALLY NOTHING!

©2006 John Kroes

Clockstoppers

www.lde-online.com

Cobb Dixon

AND SO BEGAN MY PLUNGE.
INTO THE BOOZE POOL.

MY WIFE HAD LEFT ME,| WAS
ANGRY, | WAS DEPRESSED. |
FIGURED IT WAS A GOOD
MOMENT TO DRINK UP,.

GLY6 A y®
890 1)
erve

... AND LET SOCIETY
BEAR THE BRUNT OF
MY DRUKN RAMPAGE.
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Get Your First Month Free!”

Extra Space Storage® of Richmond

Visit the most convement storage fac:hty in the area.

Come into Extra Space Storage® and _experience the most exceptional starage expenence

available. Extra Space Storage offers extra secure facilities, extra professmnal staff and extra
convenient locations. Notice the dszerence a clean well I|t fac:lﬂ.i“’ can make Plus get your
first month FREE!* You deserve Extra S o RS :

Extra Space Storage of Richmond

5202 West Broad St~ 6100 West Broad St 3600 West End Drive
Richmond VA 23230  Richmond VA 23230  Richmond VA 23294
(804) 285-2587 (804) 288-4501 (804) 527-0777

Here’s what’s included with the most exceptional storage

Experience available:
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Climate controlled units

State-of-the-art security

Online and auto payment planes available
Professional on-site management

FIRST MONTH FREE!

Come into Extra Space Storage to experience our hassle-free,
secure, self-storage facilities - yours to rent FREE for your first

month.

Hurry, offer expires July 31, 2008!

EXTRA SPACE

Reserve online at

www.extréspace.com STU R AG E

EST-1977

*Cffer 1s based on unit availabiiity on new rentals by new customers only. This offer is only valid with presentation of this coupon upon rental. Offer excludes applicable administration and insurance fees. Not valid wi

any discount offers. Offer has no cash value. Features vary by location. Void where prohibited. See manager for details. ©@2008 Extra Space Storage LLC. Marketing Code: FLYER Offer expires July 31, 2008.
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