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VCU to shuttle students on
Election Day
VCU’s parking and transportation of-

fice will assist students Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5, by transporting them to and from
local polls from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a
shuttle bus that will run approximately
every 30 minutes.

Last year, VCU along with the student
run organization “Ram the Vote” transport-
ed students to the polls. This year, the task
has been passed on to VCU Parking and
transportation.

“We want to be a part of encouraging
students to get out and vote,” said assistant
manager of the VCU office of Transporta-
tion and Parking Robin Mack “That’s pri-
marily what we're trying to do.”

Mack said there is no funding source
identified for this project so the cost will
come from their transportation budget.

Pick-up areas are located in front of the
Cabell Library and the Larrick Student
Center with signs saying “Ram the Vote”
to direct students where to go. The buses
go to George Washington Carver School,
Dominion Place and Main Library.

Brief by Janeal Downs

Officials demand university action
following racial profiling discussion

Students and staff called for action
against potential racial profiling during a
panel discussion hosted by the Black Edu-
cation Student Association on Monday,
Oct. 28. VCU Police chief John Venuti
and others presented topics and answered
questions by students about the potential
for racial profiling around campus.

The “ambiguous” nature of recent VCU
alerts prompted the panel discussion, said
panel moderator Susan Gooden, Ph.D.,
executive director of the Harris Leadership
Institute at VCU.

Venuti presented alongside VCU alum-
ni and current employee Stephen Daven-
port, Kevin Harris, assistant vice president
of academic and diversity affairs, and Aas-
hir Nasim, Ph.D., department chair of Af-
rican American Studies at VCU.

Brief by The Commonwealth Times

Students weigh in on ADA discussion

Students and staff raised questions on
the details of the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act with the leaders of VCU’s Division
of Inclusive Excellence on Wednesday,
Oct. 30.

Paula McMahon, an ADA coordinator
at VCU, led the discussion.

Participants discussed the impairments
or afflictions officially recognized as dis-
abilities according to the ADA, violations
of the ADA and if VCU has properly ac-
commodated disabled students and em-
ployees according to the law.

The ADA defines an individual with
a disability as a person with a physical or
mental impairment which substantially
limits one or more major life activities in-
cluding walking, seeing, hearing, speak-
ing and more, according to McMahon’s
presentation.

Brief by The Commonwealth Times
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Gunman targets TSA in Los Angeles
airport shooting

A man toting a semi-automatic rifle,
some 150 rounds of ammunition and a
grudge against TSA workers shot his way
past a security checkpoint at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport in a deadly rampage that
sent hundreds of travelers fleeing in terror.

When the shooting stopped, a Transpor-
tation Security Administration officer was
dead. Gerardo I. Hernandez, 39, became the
first TSA officer in the agency’s 12-year his-
tory to be killed in the line of duty.

Five other people were hurt, including
two other TSA employees and the gun-
man, identified as Paul Ciancia, 23, of
Pennsville, N.J. He was shot four times by
airport police and remained hospitalized
but there was no word on his condition.

Brief by the Associated Press

Pakistan slams U.S. for killing Taliban
leader

The Pakistani government Saturday ac-
cused the U.S. of sabotaging peace talks with
domestic Taliban fighters by killing their
leader in a drone strike, as the militants be-
gan the process of choosing a successor.

The rise in tension, even though the
U.S. took out Pakistan’s No. 1 enemy,
shows just how complicated the relation-
ship between the professed allies can be.
The two repeatedly have clashed over is-
sues such as drone strikes and Pakistan’s
alleged support for militants fighting U.S.
troops in neighboring Afghanistan.

The Pakistani Taliban leader slain Fri-
day, Hakimullah Mehsud, was a ruthless
figure known for a deadly attack on a CIA
base in Afghanistan and a bloody cam-
paign that killed thousands of Pakistani
civilians and security personnel.

Brief by the Associated Press
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In this section: SGA elections are on the way.
Restaurants harbor basketball fans. Gubernatorial
election guide. Shaka’s T-shirt contest. Students
react to new ticket system.

Local restaurants look to

capitalie on basktball season

MATTHEW LEONARD
Contributing Writer

'The Siegel Center may play host
to thousands of die-hard basket-
ball fans for each home game, but
before the clock starts and after
the final buzzer sounds, fans give a
welcomed influx of business to lo-
cal restauranteurs.

Basketball fans’ desire to have
a place to call their own has
crowds to Baja Bean Co. at 1520
W. Main St.

Brandon Alness, a junior mem-
ber of the Rowdy Rams, said his
decision to make Baja Bean a reg-
ular game-day destination was a
simple one.

“Baja Bean was the only place
that would really pay the necessary
money to get the live streams from
other school’s athletic websites,”
Alness said.

Jeff Allums, the owner of Baja
Bean, said the trend of students
Watching games in his restaurant
flourished during the team’s 2011 Fi-
nal Four run. Once that season was
over, the customers kept coming in.

“Basketball season affects us year
round,” Allums said. “Now, we see
a lot of the Rowdy Rams and a lot
of the students a little bit more year
round now. Winter for us used to be
like summer at a ski cabin, dead. So
at least now the business is steady
year round.”

Last year, Baja Bean reached ca-
pacity (between 170 and 180 peo-
ple), nearly every basketball game,
Allmus said.

This past March, Baja Bean
renovated its patio, and it is now
ready for winter. The minor reno-
vations feature new walling and
outdoors heaters, and increases ca-
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Owner Jeff Allums said Baja Bean Co. gets so packed on game day that students have camped outside to get a seat.

pacity by 50 seats.

This bump in business in the
winter was just what Baja Bean
needed to reach record profits.
Allums said both 2011 and 2012
ended in record earnings for the
restaurant, and he said this year
looks set to do the same.

“If you don’t get here an hour
before the game, you're not going to
get a seat,” Allums said.

Baja’s dedication to promoting
basketball games have driven fans

to extreme lengths, even camping in
front of the restaurant.

Before the Butler game last sea-
son Allums said 40 to 50 VCU fans
slept in front of the restaurant to
make sure they would get a seat.

“We woke them up by tossing
burritos to them,” Allums said.
“Free, of course.”

Restaurants closer to the Siegel
Center also see an influx of cus-
tomers during basketball season.

“On a game night we'll see

about double the business,” said
Ray Ralph, a server at The Village
Café, at 1001 W. Grace St.

Ralph said when crowds start
filling in before the game, The Vil-
lage Café clears out their front en-
trance for more waiting room and
they have more servers on staff.

“Customers will be waiting
shoulder to shoulder for a table,”
Ralph said.

Other local business hope to
experience the same financial suc-

cess come basketball season.

Unleashed Gourmet Hot
Dogs, at 515 N. Harrison St.,
opened up earlier this year on
North Harrison and Broad St.
Galina Vaytser, owner of Un-
leashed, said business has been
slow ever since the doors opened.

“I hope basketball season af-
fects our business,” Vaytser said.
“But I don’t know if it will.”

Contest winners could chill with Shaka

SAM ISAACS
News Editor

Coaching the men’s basketball
team to victory is not the only
thing Shaka Smart is concerned
with this November.

All month long, Smart and
his wife Maya will team up with
FRIENDS Association for Chil-
dren, a non-profit child assis-
tance organization, to try to raise
$100,000.

The CT talked to Maya Smart
about their commitment to the

Richmond charity.

CT: Tell me about the group
you are supporting.

MS: FRIENDS Association
for Children has been around since
1871. It used to be used for sup-
porting orphaned black children.

Over the past 100-plus years, they
have expanded to meet the contem-
porary needs of children in need.
They have two programs set up,
one in Jackson Ward, the other in
Gilpin Court. FRIENDS assists
with early childhood education
programs. They also work with mu-
sic and art and just giving kids of
parents who might be at work or in
class a safe place to learn and grow.

CT: When did you and Shaka
decided to get involved with the
charity?

MS: 'This January we entered
the Coach’s Charity Contest run by
ESPN where each coach picked a
charity. The fans then voted online
for which coach and charity they
wanted to see win. The winner of
the contest received $100,000 to-
ward their charity of choice.

Ohio State University won,
and we came in second place. That
wasn’t good enough for us, we felt
we had some unfinished business to
attend to, so we made the decision
to get involved and raise the money
ourselves.

CT: How are you going about

raising that money?

MS: We have made it our goal
to raise the $100,000 this No-
vember. Using a platform called
“bonfirefunds.com,” we are selling
shirts online for a cause. The shirts
promote the city and the charity.

With  each  T-shirt  pur-
chase, $10 is donated directly to
FRIENDS. Additional donations
can also be made on top of the
T-shirt sale when a user is in the
checkout stage of ordering.

I really like the idea of selling

shirts for the charity. It is a grass-
roots kind of way to get people in-
volved. I want to see thousands of
these shirts in circulation.

CT: There is a contest involved
as well. Can you tell me a little bit
about that?

MS: We wanted to give anyone
who is interested a role in helping
out. We also decided to give people
and incentive, so we came up with
an array of different awards for the
most shirts sold.

If you are interested in spreading
the word, you can register yourself
as a fundraiser. Doing that creates
a unique link directed toward you
that you can send out via social
media. All shirts purchased in that
link are credited to you.

Groups can also enter as a team.
Each member has their own link,

and the total number of shirts sold
for each person in the team gets
added together.

CT: What are the prizes in the
contest?

MS: You get awards depending
on how many shirts you or your
team have sold. 10 shirts gets you
a free shirt, 15 gets you a limited
edition Shaka Smart tee and the
first 30 people that sell 50 shirts
get a dinner for two with Shaka
and I at The Roosevelt.

There is also a special prize
for the team who raises the most
money. Shaka will visit that team
for an hour, and they do some-
thing like a workout training ses-
sion with him or have him speak to
the group. Pretty much anything

the winning team wants.

The 2013 gubernatorial election: Who'’s on the ballot?

SEAN KORSGAARD
Contributing Writer

'The fight for the next governor of
Virginia comes to an end on Tues-
day, Nov. 5.

To help make sense of all the
campaign ads, debates and prom-
ises, the CT has broken down the
platforms of the three candidates
competing in the gubernatorial
election, so youre ready for Elec-
tion Day.

Ken Cuccinelli (Republican)

Cuccinelli has been the attor-
ney general of Virginia since 2009.
He also served as a state Senator,
representing a district in Fairfax
County, from 2002 until his term
as attorney general.

As attorney general, Cuccinelli
earned national recognition for tak-
ing an active role in efforts to repeal
the Affordable Healthcare Act. He
also enforced antitrust legislation
and campaigned hard against cyber-
bullying and sex trafficking.

Prior to his career of public ser-
vice, Cuccinelli earned a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering
from the University of Virginia and
a law degree from George Mason
University. He also co-founded and
operated a law firm.

Campaigning under the motto
“Fighting for Virginia, Fighting for

You,” Cuccinelli’s platform is geared
heavily toward job growth. His
plans on supporting manufacturing
and small businesses, taking mea-
sures like simplifying regulations
and cutting taxes.

He is also focused on energy
policy, supporting both offshore
drilling and more nuclear plants in
the state.

Cuccinelli  considers  himself
a devout Catholic, and has been
a vocal supporter of both pro-life
policies and traditional marriage for
years. He opposed abortion, same
-sex marriage and universities ex-
tending discrimination protection

toward the LGBT community.

His education policy supports
school choice and a heightened
focus on STEM, or science, tech-
nology, engineering and math-
ematics education.

Terry McAuliffe (Democrat)

McAuliffe is running for public
office for the first time. In addi-
tion to being a major fundraiser and
former chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, he served in
the boardrooms of a handful of ma-
jor banks and corporations, includ-
ing Federal City National Bank in
Wiashington, D.C.

Quinnipac University Poll Oct. 31

Terry McAuliffe 45(y0
et 41%
Ken Cuccinelli (0

Robert Sarvis

9%

He was also co-chairman of for-
mer President Bill Clinton’s 1996
re-election campaign and was chair-
man of Hillary Clinton’s 2008 pres-
idential campaign.

McAuliffe successfully ran for
the Democratic nomination for
governor of Virginia in 2009 but
was defeated in the primaries. He
holds a bachelor’s degree from the
Catholic University of America
and a law degree from George-
town University.

McAuliffe’s motto, “Putting
Jobs First,” emphasizes job growth
across the state. He plans to do this
by eliminating several business taxes
and expanding Virginia’s transpor-
tation infrastructure.

McAuliffe supports the imple-
mentation of the Affordable Health-
care Act in Virginia, and wants to
expand both Medicare and the state
mental health system. His education
plans include workforce develop-
ment and the DREAM Act, which
would give permanent residency to
children of immigrants.

While pro-choice, McAuliffe
said he will not alter current state
law regulating abortion.

Originally against both coal and
offshore drilling, McAuliffe has
spoken out in favor of both since he
received the democratic nomination.

On the campaign, McAuliffe said

he supports LGBT rights. In the
past, he was a vocal supporter of the
Defense of Marriage Act.

Robert Sarvis (Libertarian)

In direct contrast to both Cuc-
cinelli and McAuliffe, Libertarian
candidate Robert Sarvis has no for-
mal political experience. Instead,
his background is that of a busi-
nessman and software developer.
He worked with Google to develop
the Android platform.

Sarvis earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics from Harvard
University, a master’s of advanced
studies from Cambridge Univer-
sity, a law degree from New York
University and a master’s degree
in economics from George Mason
University.

Regarding his platform, Sarvis
is running under the motto “Open
Minded and Open for Business.”
He has pledged to support school
choice, right-to-work laws, drug
policy reform and gun rights.

Sarvis has said marriage equality
is a personal issue for him and sup-
ports legalizing same-sex marriage
if elected governor. He also supports
reforming the tax code, cracking
down on government corruption
and looking into ways to reduce the
costs of education.
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Students respond: What do you thin
of the new basketball ticket system?

SARAH KING
Contributing Writer

Starting this season, tickets to
VCU basketball games will only
be offered online. The tickets are
purchased via an online account
through VCU Athletics. If ticket
requests for a particular game are
over capacity, a lottery system is
used to decide who gets into the
game.

The new process was made to
give every student an equal chance
to gain entry to games. The CT
asked students what they think
about the new policy.

TANETTA WALSTON
Social Work master’s program

“I think probably about the same
amount of people will come out to the
games with the new ticketing system,
but it does seem a lot more organized.
We used to have to wait in line no
matter what the weather was and you
couldn’t bring umbrellas or anything
inside. It was terrible.”

STEPHEN WEBBER
Homeland Security major

“Yeah T've heard about the online
thing, but there hasn’t been a lot of info
onit. I've only been to one game, and that
was two seasons ago, but I'll go to more

this season. My roommate is pretty big
into basketball.”

SYDNEY BALLESTEROS

Theatre and International Studies major

“I think the new system is much smarter; it’s how the big schools
do it, like Duke and (Kansas). I haven’t been to many games in the
past, but I'll be going to more this season, I'm a senior and need to
live out my college experience. I definitely think a bigger crowd will
come out to games this way, you don’t have to buy your tickets in

the rain.”

BOBBY JONES
Mass Communications major

“Im all for the new system. People don’t have to
leave their home and you can be lazy. Of course more
people are going to buy tickets. I'm definitely going
to a lot of games this season, 'cause yeah, sports.”

COURTNEY BAILEY
Business major

“I don’t like it; the process is kind of complicated. I already bought
tickets with the new system but it was easier to do it going to the box of-
fice. You have to get tickets three games in advance. The old system was
just more straightforward.”

YIWH3IA JOZ A9 SOLOHd
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CYNTHIA SKALA
Exercise Science major

« . . .
I saw an email on the new system briefly, and it seems
alot easier and more convenient. I'm really excited for the
season, and I plan on going to pretty much all the games.

They’re fun to watch.”

SGA elections scheduled this month

CYRUS NUVAL
Staff Writer

The elections committee of
VCU’s Monroe Park student
government association expects
voter turnout to increase with
this coming fall’s SGA elections
despite not making any changes
to the way they advertise the
elections to students.

During last semester’s elections,
1,465 students voted for a presi-
dent, vice president and 30 sena-
tors. This semester, members of the
elections and public relations com-
mittees said they are expecting to
exceed that number.

Mihir Baxi, chairperson for
the Monroe Park SGA’s elections
committee, said he thinks with the
steps taken by the elections and
public relations committees, voter
turnout should increase.

“We have been doing what we
can to get our name and the aware-
ness about the elections out there,”
Baxi said. “Our online presence has
increased ... we've also increased
our actual campus presence.”

Aside from the signs and post-
ers placed around the campus, the
delegates and senators have pro-
moted the SGA by approaching
students, asking them about uni-
versity issues and reminding them
about the upcoming elections.

“I can’t exactly say how high
turnout will increase this semester
because we haven’t made any exact

projections or calculations,” Baxi
said. “But because of the efforts the
delegates and senators have made
recently, I am sure that we will get
a lot more voters this elections than
we did last time.”

However, there are some mem-
bers of the senate who do not agree.

One such senator is sophomore
interior design major, Julia Ru-
bert, who said she thinks voter
turnout will be about the same as
last year’s election.

“Leadership is hoping for an in-
crease, but I am not so sure,” Ru-
bert said. “We got a late start for
the elections and the campaign-
ing ... we used to begin our cam-
paigns earlier and we haven’t really
changed or improved the way we
communicate to the students about
the elections.”

Rubert also said there are still
candidates running for senate who
have not finished up their elec-
tions packets. Until they have fin-
ished their election packets, they
cannot officially campaign for the
SGA senate.

An elections packet is a stack
of documents that aspiring candi-
dates are required to sign and an-
swer to acknowledge that they un-
derstand the rules of campaigning
for a senate seat, Rubert said.

“The elections committee is
expecting a greater turnout but
I'm thinking it’s going to be about
the same,” Rubert said. “If there’s
increase, it might be a slight or

minimal one.”

Rubert herself is running for
re-election in the Monroe Park
SGA senate.

Brittney Maddox, a sophomore
art education major, said she has
heard of the SGA, but not the up-
coming elections. Maddox said she
and her friends have not seen any
visible posters or signs, have not
been approached by campaigning
candidates and were not told on-
line about the elections.

“T mean I've heard about them
(the SGA) before but I'm not really
even sure what the organization
even does,” Maddox said. “I don’t
even know if they have a social
networking site ... I don’t know if
I should even vote because I don’t
know who are the people repre-
senting me and students like me.”

Junior Keenan Collins, an Eng-
lish major, said he wasn’t even
aware that the SGA existed.

“It’s probably my bad or be-
cause I'm more focused on other
things, but I've never even heard of
the SGA,” Collins said. “I'm glad
that we have people representing
the student body but they haven't
really made themselves visible, to
people like me at least.”

Voting for the 30 open sen-
ate seats begins Nov. 12 and ends
Nov. 14. ‘The positions of presi-
dent, vice president and the other
30 senate seats are voted on during
the spring semester.
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Star oF THE WEEK: VCU converted just
13-25 (52 percent) free throw chances
during its exhibition against California
University (Penn.) last Friday.

Transfer now on winning side
of 2011 Sweet 16 thriller

COLIN KENNEDY
Sports Editor

On March 25, 2011, Terrance
Shannon was on the losing side of
a Bradford Burgess game-winning
layup in overtime of the Sweet 16
in San Antonio. Two years and
241 days later, the Forsyth City,
Ga. native will suit up for the
VCU Rams against his former
team, Florida State University, at
the 2013 Puerto Rico Tip-off.

In his own words, Shannon
acknowledged he is now playing
for the enemy and admitted the
one-point NCAA tournament loss
to VCU haunts him every day. He
still can’t stand seeing the black
and gold 2011 Final Four T-shirts,
he said, but don’t let that be mis-
construed.

Now in his last year of NCAA
eligibility, Shannon has overcome
a torn anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL), a scratched cornea, a neck
strain, a torn labrum and three
knee scopes to join a nationally-
ranked basketball team in Rich-
mond. And no grudge is going
to prevent him from helping the
2013-14 Rams reach their maxi-
mum potential.

“I feel like coming here, bring-
ing that leadership, making sure
we’re all on the same page, we got
that strong bond,” he said. “I feel
like nothing can tear us apart. The
only thing that can stop us is us.”

His journey began on the
neighborhood basketball court in a
small city of less than 4,000 people
in central Georgia, where Shannon
played through sprained ankles
and jammed fingers with regulari-
ty. His daily trips to the local court
were a learning experience, he
said, and they helped him accom-
plish something many people from
that area haven’t been able to.

Less than 14 percent of For-
syth City, Ga. residents 25 years
or older have a bachelor’s degree,
according to the U.S. Census
Bureau’s 2007-11 American Com-
munity Survey. But Shannon’s
perseverance enabled him to use
basketball as a means of overcom-

ing that statistic, he said.

The multi-sport athlete dropped
football around eighth grade when
a couple of varsity basketball let-
ters helped him craft his focus. At
6-foot-4 and roughly 15 years of
age, Shannon began to realize that
his size, athleticism and deter-
mination could help him earn a
college education.

Several Southeastern Confer-
ence schools, including Auburn
University and the University of
Georgia, heavily recruited him,
but Shannon chose Florida State,
and moved from a city of 4,000 to
a university of more than 40,000.

“At the time, FSU was the right
place,” he said. “It felt like home.
A couple of guys that were on the
team I had played AAU basketball
with. I had a good relationship
with all of the coaches there and
I loved the environment when 1
visited. It’s one of the best confer-
ences; you got the Dukes and the
Carolinas. Everything felt right.”

The good feelings continued at
FSU when a surprise decision to
start sophomore Shannon against
then No. 1 Duke University paid
off for head coach Leonard Hamil-
ton in 2011.

Shannon learned of the coach’s
decision less than five minutes
before tip-oft, he said, but Shan-
non helped spark the Seminoles’
upset of the previously undefeated
(17-0) Blue Devils. He contributed
six points and four rebounds in 14
minutes of FSU’s 66-61 victory.

Just when his confidence
peaked, seven games into an
optimistic junior season, Shannon
received another setback in the
form of a torn labrum. The injury
kept him inactive for seven months
and forced him to redshirt his
third year at FSU. Conditioning
became a factor after the surgery,
he said, and Shannon weaved in
and out of the FSU rotation upon
his return.

Experiences like these are what
Shannon says will help him pro-
vide integral senior leadership for a
young VCU team. With only two
other seniors on the 2013-14 VCU

roster, Shannon hopes to offer
equal value on and off the court.

“I can give them feedback on
my personal injuries and situations
that can help these guys when
they’re feeling down or need some-
one to come to,” he said. “I can
also bring energy to the table and a
physical presence in the post. (I'm)
a guy that’s willing to be coached.”

Coaching him now is Shaka
Smart, and the rapidly rising
household name was one factor
among several personal reasons
Shannon said brought him to
Richmond for his final year of eli-
gibility. VCU’s basketball-centric
environment and up-tempo style
of play also enticed the fifth-year
player to join the Rams in 2013-14.

'The transition appears to be
mutually beneficial: VCU adds
experience and front-court depth
to an undersized roster, while
Shannon has the benefit of joining
the nation’s 14th-ranked team for
his final year of NCAA eligibility.

Whether it’s a starting job or a
role position oft the bench, Shan-
non is comfortable with whatever
the coaches ask him to do, he said.
There is reason for optimism with
this year’s team, Shannon said, but
he knows that VCU basketball is
larger than the 15-man roster.

“We’re not playing for us,” he
said. “We’re playing for other
people as well. We have to stay
hungry and humble.”

Shannon’s past should help
him stay true to those principles.
After escaping the constraints of
an underprivileged city, his cur-
rent pursuit of a master’s degree
in homeland security is just one
element that speaks to Shannon’s
ambition.

Shannon isn’t one for individual
awards or personal milestones.
He doesn’t measure success with
statistics. His ability to overcome
odds can be traced throughout the
entirety of his 23-year history, and
Shannon says he’s simply satisfied
to be in Richmond with a chance
to play.

“It’s been a tough journey,” he
said. “But I'm still standing.”
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Fifth-year forward Terrance Shannon looks to provide the Rams with a physical post presence.
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Juvonte Reddic is one of three seniors on the men’s basketball team this séason.
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Senior leaders to

SEAN LABAR
Contributing Writer

The VCU men’s basketball
team will tip off its 2013-14 season
on Friday night without two key
pieces from last year’s team: point
guard Darius Theus and shooting
guard Troy Daniels.

Both graduated in the spring,
and it will be up to seniors Ju-
vonte Reddic, Rob Brandenberg
and Terrance Shannon to take
over leadership on a squad that
lists eight freshmen on its roster.

All three have embraced their
new role and say that their job
is easier because of the younger
players’ willingness to learn.

“I've been impressed with how
the freshmen have been coach-
able,” Brandenberg said. They just
want to learn. They come to me,
they come to Terrance, or they
come to Juvonte as big brothers
whenever they need help.”

Reddic could arguably have the
biggest impact on those around
him. He averaged 14.6 points and
8.1 rebounds per game last season
and is on the radar of several NBA
teams. The younger guys will
naturally look up to him.

Reddic attended camps hosted
by NBA stars Lebron James and
Amare Stoudemire in the offsea-
son and attributes those experi-

ences to helping him gain leader-
ship skills.

“I learned that I could be a
leader both on and off the court,”
he said. “In the past I kept to
myself but I've been working on
it, and coach Smart has been on
me about becoming a leader. I

|
“In the past | kept to myself
but I've been working on it,
and coach Smart has been
on me about becoming a
leader. | think I've done a
good job trying to teach
the young guys what |
learned at those camps.”

- Juvonte Reddic

think I've done a good job trying
to teach the young guys what I
learned at those camps.”

Shannon, a transfer from Flor-
ida State, entered the preseason in
a unique situation. He had to learn
Shaka Smart’s fast paced-system
while still trying to use his veteran
knowledge to assist the younger
players.

His teammates feel like it has

been a smooth transition.

“(Shannon) never seemed un-
comfortable, he’s one of the most
vocal players on the team” Bran-
denberg said about Shannon. “Just
his experience will help everyone
on the court, he’s a big addition to
this team.”

Brandenberg understands the
value of leadership and used the
offseason to prepare for his new
role.

“I've been thinking about it
since the season ended last year.”
Brandenberg said. “There are dif-
ferent ways to lead. I take pride in
doing things the right way. I lead
by example. Whenever someone
needs guidance, they can look at
me.”

The Rams are heading into Fri-
day’s game ranked No. 14 in the
nation in the AP preseason poll,
the first time in school history
they have entered the season as a
ranked team.

But the seniors understand that
nothing is accomplished until they
take the court and perform.

“We can only take preseason
polls with a grain of salt,” Bran-
denberg said. “We’ve been around
the game three or four years now
and realize anything can happen.
We just have to control what we
can control and bring the freshman
along.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF VCU ATHLETICS
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Briante Weber (G) junior

The “Ram Burglar” is expected to step in as
the starting point guard this season. The point
guard in VCU’s system is pivotal and Weber has

big shoes to fill with the graduation of Darius
Theus. Weber is a defensive specialist, and
last year he nabbed 2.7 steals per ggame.
With increased playing time this year, he

may lead the nation in steals. New empha-

sports
Jairus Lyles (G) freshman

Lyles is considered a combo-guard who possesses
the ability to score, pass and defend. He played
both point guard and shooting guard at DeMatha,
where he helped lead the Stags to the Washington
Catholic Athletic Conference finals in his senior
season. A lack of available playing time
could lead to Lyles redshirting his fresh-

man season, but he has a promising future

basketball

BRANDON RAMON
Contributing Writer

Perhaps head coach Shaka Smart’s
biggest headache nowadays is one any
head coach would gladly accept — it
comes from having so much talent at
every position. This year’s team has a
promising mixture of returning play-
ers and newcomers that is expected to
contend for a national championship.
But which starters are a sure thing?
Which role players will emerge as
significant contributors? Below is a
roster breakdown for the 2013-14
VCU Rams.

Juvonte
Reddic (F)
senior

The fourth-

year Ram will
likely attract several
NBA scouts to the Siegel |
Center over the course of
his senior season. Reddic is
widely considered a border-
line late first round or early J
second round pick in -
next year’s NBA draft.
His mixture of size,
skill and athleticism
fits VCU’s fast-paced
style of play to a tee.
Smart will look to

him to lead the team
as a senior and all-
conference first-team
candidate. Reddic may
receive many confer-
ence player of the

year votes.

vcu
15

Prediction: Reddic will
average 17.2 PPG, 10.1 RPG.
He will claim the Atlantic 10
Conference Player of the Year

on his way to a late first-round

selection in the NBA draft.

N2

sis by the NCAA on contact will force

Weber to tweak his aggressive style to stay

out of foul trouble but with his superior
athleticism he is sure to continue giving
opposing guards nightmares. Weber
figures to be a lead candidate to repeat
as the conference Defensive Player of
the Year award. His offensive output
should improve as well in his new
role as a starter.

Prediction: Weber will average

7.5 PPG, 4.5 APG and 3 SPG on his way

Terrance Shannon (F/C)
senior

Shannon adds veteran leadership and
size to the VCU program. The fifth year
senior is a transfer from Florida State
University who’s eligible to play immedi-
ately due to graduating prior to enrolling
at VCU. His biggest impact on the court
will be in rebounding and controlling
the paint defensively. Shannon will likely
share minutes with redshirt freshman Jor-
dan Burgess as head coach Shaka Smart
alternates between bigger and smaller
lineups.

Prediction: Shannon will start at
forward a good portion of VCU’s games
and will average 7.2 PPG and 7.1 RPG in

to a second consecutive A-10 Defensive
Player of the Year award.

Treveon Graham (G/F) junior

also makes him a legitimate NBA pros-
pect. He led the Rams in scoring last
year with 15.1 ppg, and all signs point
to improvement. During the offseason,
Graham competed for Team USA

in the World University Games.

'The graduation of Troy

Daniels means that

Graham should get

more looks on the

perimeter and he

should serve as VCU’s go-to -

Don’t be surprised if he also
contends for the A-10 conference

player of the year award.

Prediction: Graham will average

169 PPG, 6.8 RPG, 1.5 APG and will Q
be named to the All A-10 First Team. J \

Graham’s versatility and mixed skill set

scorer for much of the season. P ~

JeQuan Lewis (G) freshman

Lewis may be the leading candidate
for the backup point guard position.
He was the highest-rated recruit out
of the three freshman guards (Brooks
and Lyles). The transfer of
Teddy Okereafor means
that head coach Shaka
Smart has a need for ball
handlers and Lewis could
be used to help fill that void
off the bench in his freshman

as a scoring point guard or an undersized
wing player.

Prediction: Lyles redshirts his
) freshman season to maximize

) playing time and eligibility down
the road.

~
\

Rob Brandenberg
(G) senior

Brandenberg could be the
X-factor for VCU. Good things
happen when he scores in double-
digits. He looks to take advantage
of the extra minutes opened up
at the guard positions, playing a
little bit of both lead guard and ;)
off-guard. “Superberg,” as his
teammates often call him, has
one of the quickest first steps
in the conference. Consistent
perimeter shooting is also key
at his position with the loss of
starter Troy Daniels.

Prediction: Brandenberg will
average 12.4 PPG, 3.1 RPG, 1.8
SPG and will be named to the
All A-10 Second Team.

2013-14.

Jared Guest (F) junior

Guest will try to work his way back to full
strength after an offseason ankle injury. He is a
stretch four that moves well in VCU’s press
and provides a presence on the glass. Guest’s
experience in the system should benefit him as
he continues to gets healthy, but he will likely
be the third or fourth option in the post behind
Reddic, Shannon and possibly even Mo-Alie
Cox at times.

Prediction: Guest will average 4.2 PPG and 3

RPG in his junior season.

Jordan Burgess (G/F)
redshirt freshman

'The local product from Benedictine
High School enters the VCU rotation
much fanfare, as RamNation is eager to
see him put in work and carry on the
~ Burgess family legacy. His physicality
and athleticism will help the Rams ex-
ecute his press effectively especially

if he decides to go with a small
\, lineup, Burgess can play either
torward spot. He will see lots

Mo Alie-Cox (F) redshirt
freshman

Cox is arguably the most physically
intriguing player on the Rams roster. He
is undersized in the post but makes up
for it athletically with a 45-inch vertical
leap and a 7-foot-1 wingspan. Alie-Cox
is in the mold of a player Richmond
natives may be familiar with in the great
Ben Wallace. The energy that Alie-Cox
brings to the court will force Coach
Smart to find him minutes somehow.
VCU did not have a player to average at
least 1 block per game. Alie-Cox has the
tools to change that even with limited
action.

Prediction: Matchups and effort plays
will determine Alie-Cox’s playing time.
There figures to be at least 5-10 minutes
per game on the table for him to make
an impact and earn the trust of coaches
moving forward. Smart will use him to

year. He played 18 minutes in Friday’s ex-
hibition, and played point guard even when
Weber was on the floor.

Prediction: Lewis will be the second
guard off the bench and will control the 4
point whenever he is on the floor. He will

average 3.1 PPG and 2.4 APG in 2013-14.

Melvin Johnson (G)
sophomore

Johnson could see the

| biggest statistical improve-

5 ~ ' ment this year. After show-
~— ing promising signs of scor-
ing ability in his sophomore
campaign, Johnson will likely receive
considerably more minutes and added re-
sponsibility with the departure of guards
Darius Theus and Troy Daniels. He will
help the Rams stretch the floor and could
see a significant increase in three-point
,  field goal percentage. Incorporating his
. signature floater he labeled “The Melvin,”
Johnson should be one of the confer-
ence’s highest-scoring bench players.

Torey Burston (G)
redshirt freshman
(not pictured)

Burston is a quick point guard,
who would likely see heaps of play-
ing time elsewhere in the Atlantic
10. Shaka Smart has expressed his
likeness for Burston, a walk-on
for the Rams. With an overload
of backcourt talent, there may not
be many opportunities for Burston
to showcase his skills behind both
Lewis and Lyles in the current
rotation.

Prediction: Burston may get
the opportunity to come in and
energize the crowd in the last five
minutes of lopsided games.

Prediction: Burgess
will average 7.1 PPG

g\ his first active

Antravious Simmons (F)
freshman (not pictured)

Simmons gives the frontcourt
some added size when Red-
dic or Shannon need to rest or
get in foul trouble. Still new to
Smart’s system, Simmons will seek
knowledge from upperclassmen at
his position and use it to build on
for next season, when Reddic and
Shannon graduate.

Prediction: Simmons will
struggl