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SAFFEYA AHMED
Staff Writer

More than 5,000 students and
community members across the
state participated in the “RPS
Non-Violence March on the
Capitol” March 24 in conjunction
with the national March for Our
Lives protest.

The marches were organized in
response to the recent school shoot-

SPORTS

ing in Parkland, Florida that left 17
students and faculty members dead.

The student-led march began
at Martin Luther King Jr. Middle
School where Mayor Levar Stoney
and Sen. Tim Kaine spoke in sup-
port of student activists and in fa-
vor of gun reform.

Richmond Public Schools, in
partnership with several other

Richmond organizations, includ-
ing Moms Demand Action-RVA,
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the Richmond Peace Education
Center and the NAACP-RVA, or-
ganized the march.

“It’s disgusting that (the govern-
ment) allows these weapons that are
hurting children to be handled by
anybody who can legally purchase
them,” said Maddie Cassidy, an
eighth-grader at Tuckahoe Middle
School who marched Saturday.

Marchers made their way to
the Virginia State Capitol, walk-

ing nearly a mile and a half.

“I don’t feel like I'm safe some-
times when I go to school,” said
Campbell Jebo, fifth grader at
Tuckahoe Elementary. “It’s kind
of scary to think that 'm going to
school, but maybe I won’t come
home today. I don’t think that’s fair.”

One sign read “My friends and I
want diplomas, not bullet wounds.”

“This isn’'t the America they
taught us about,” said Darien Wy-

Students across the country rally for gun reform

att, freshman at the University
of Richmond and member of the
Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter. “This isn’t the America of life,
liberty and happiness.”

Members of the Richmond
Peace Education Center remem-
bered the lives lost to gun violence
in Richmond and surrounding
counties last year, reading their
names and holding a moment of si-
lence in their honor. After the mo-
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ment of silence, a member of the
Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter asked the crowd who had lost
someone to gun violence to raise
their hand — about one in every six
hands in the crowd rose.

“Enough is enough,” said ex-
ecutive director of ACLU Virginia,
Claire Guthrie Gastafiaga.

Continued on page 3

Flamenco fever hits Richmond
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Over 100 people attended the VCU Flamenco Festival VIl over the weekend.

SAFFEYA AHMED
Staff Writer

The VCU Flamenco Festival
VII brought southern Spanish cul-
ture to Richmond this weekend.

The festival consisted of three
performances and one “master
class,” in which a flamenco expert
taught attendees the art of play-
ing the guitar. Featuring renowned
international flamenco artists —
including Francisco Mesa, Ana
Ines King and Torcuato Zamora —
about 100 people frequented each
performance.

“[Flamenco is] something that
people usually don’t see, and it
tends to surprise people,” said Leah
Kruszewski, a flamenco guitarist
who helped organize the festival.

Kruszewski studied classical
guitar at VCU and studied flamen-
co in Spain, where she now lives.
In addition to organizing, she per-
formed at the festival Friday night.

Friday’s performance featured
award-winning dancers, Francis-
co Mesa and Ana Ines King, per-
forming alongside the Latin Bal-
let of Virginia. Kruszewski played
the guitar.

“(Flamenco) has quite a different
energy than most kinds of music,”
Kruszewski said. “It’s really power-
ful and often improvised.”

Saturday night featured a
concert-style show, in which fla-
menco guitarist Ricardo Marlow
immersed the audience with or-
nate rhythm and song. Marlow
was joined onstage for two per-

formances by his wife, flamenco
dancer Sara Jerez and vocalist
Hector Jose Marquez.

Attendees enjoyed Marlow’s
renditions of traditional flamenco.

Halfway through his perfor-
mance, he reflected on where his
love for flamenco stems from.

“Flamenco is definitely a differ-
ent type of music,” Marlow said. “It
really resonated with me.”

The three performers ended the
night with an improvised encore
piece, as the audience cheered on.
Marlow also taught the “master
class” earlier on Saturday, showing
attendees the technique behind his
guitar artistry.

Continued on page §

Ex-Gov. Wilder sues VCU
over assistant's treatment

FADEL ALLASSAN
Managing Editor

Former Virginia Gov. Douglas
Wilder is suing the dean of the
VCU school with his namesake,
claiming his administrative as-
sistant was the subject of verbal
harassment.

The lawsuit, first reported by
Style Weekly, was filed in Rich-
mond’s Circuit Court March 19.
It asserts the dean of the Wilder
School of Government and Public
Affairs, John Accordino, verbally
assaulted and abused Angelica
Bega, Wilder’s administrative as-
sistant, last November.

Accordino called Bega “obscene
names,” threatened to fire her, and
accused her of violating human re-
sources rules and “questioned and
insulted her intelligence,” accord-
ing to the lawsuit.

The lawsuit says VCU Pres.
Michael Rao refused to properly
address Accordino’s actions and
the university’s vice president and
provost, Gail Hackett, conducted a
“farcical and corrupt investigation,”
after Wilder met with her and Rao
to notify them about Bega’s allega-
tions. Rao and Hackett are both
named as defendants.

When Wilder met with Rao,
Hackett and Kevin Allison, Rao’s
Senior Assistant, Hackett as-
sured everyone present that Bega
did not want to file a complaint
against Accordino, according to
the lawsuit, but Bega later denied
to Wilder she had ever told Hack-
ett that, and stated “unequivocally”
that she wanted to move forward
with a complaint.
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Pres. Michael Rao is named as a defendent in Wilder's lawsuit.

“Upon being confronted with

Ms. Bega’s statement, it was con-

ceded Ms. Bega had never stated

that she did not wish for her com-

plaint to move forward,” the court
document says.

The complaint says Wilder told
Rao and Hackett the provost’s of-
fice was “compromised and unable
to faithfully process” Bega’s com-
plaint. He then reported Accordi-
no to VCU’s Human Resources

department as sexual harassment.

The complaint says Wilder was
not present when the incident be-
tween Accordino and Bega oc-
cured, but Kristine Artello, a pro-
fessor at the Wilder School, first
notified Wilder of the incident.

A spokesperson for VCU re-
fused to comment, but said the
university has not been served
with a lawsuit.
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‘We Value Work"
Richmond Employ-
ers Recognized
for Backing Living
Wage

GEORGE COPELAND JR.

Richmond community and business
leaders gathered Thursday at the
Washington NFL team's training
center to celebrate and discuss
efforts to ensure a living wage for
workers.

Census Data Shows
Growth in Northern
Virginia, Decline in
the South

RYAN PERSAUD

Population is booming in Northern
Virginia and shrinking in many
rural localities in the southern
and southwestern parts of the
state, according to data released
Thursday by the U.S Census
Bureau.

New Law Would
Lower GED Age
Requirement

SCOTT MALONE

It will be easier for Virginians
who drop out of high school at

16 or 17 to earn their high school
equivalency diploma if Gov. Ralph
Northam signs a bill approved by
the General Assembly.

Virginia Health
Rankings Reveal
Disparities Among
Regions

CAITLIN BARBIERI

The affluent suburbs of Northern
Virginia are the healthiest
communities in the state, and
lower-income localities, especially
in the southern and western parts
of the commonwealth, have the
most serious health problems,
according to a recent study.

Final Hearing

on Carbon Bill;
Northam to Veto
GOP Measure

TIANNA MOSBY

Proposed regulations on power
plant carbon emissions to help
lower pollution 30 percent by
2030 drew a variety of responses
from citizens and environmental
advocates at a public hearing by
the state Air Pollution Control
Board. prevention training
available to all school employees.

These stories are courtesy of VCU's
Capital News Service. The full stories
can be found at veuens.com.

Aashir Nasim wears many hats, and he just
added a new one: VU U’s chief diversity officer

SARAROSE MARTIN
News Editor

The Division for Inclusive Ex-
cellence is VCU’s most important
asset, according to Aashir Nasim.

“You have seen the surveys
and you've heard the anecdotal
evidence — the comments from
faculty, staff and students that
say, “what attracted you to VCU?”,
Nasim said. “Almost everyone says
it’s the diversity.”

Nasim ended the nationwide
search for the division’s vice presi-
dent early March, taking effect
April 2. His passion for inclusivity
began when he was a student him-
self, diving into social justice with a
desire to transform lives.

“I saw psychology as a discipline,
as an opportunity to allow me to
do that and work with people, col-
laborate with individuals and com-
munities,” Nasim said.

He studied psychology and bi-
ology as an undergrad, and trans-
terred to Howard University to
study developmental psychology as
a graduate student. He went on to
teach at James Madison University
before coming to VCU in 2008.

In 2012, Nasim had the oppor-
tunity to serve as interim chair of
the Department of African Ameri-
can Studies. In this role, he was
able to transform the curriculum,
increasing the number of students
in the program from 12 to more
than a hundred in a couple years.

He got students involved in
more research, internships and
community engagement intern-
ships. This opportunity launched
Nasim into becoming a pioneer for
innovative urban problem solving.

It began with an idea to bring
together multiple disciplines to
solve problems.

“But you know, everyone thinks
their ideas are the best thing until
other people start talking about
them and I think the way that we
see iCubed now is dozens upon

dozens of hands that have touched
it to shape it into what is is today,”
Nasim said. “And there’s going
to be more hands that touch is to
shape it and what it could mean for
VCU tomorrow.

In 2015, Nasim went to the Of-
fice of the Provost as a special as-
sistant to develop the Institute for
Inclusion, Inquiry, and Innovation
or iCubed. The institution en-
ables collaboration between VCU
and the Richmond community
through research programs, ulti-
mately helping develop solutions
to urban challenges.

As director, Nasim brings to-
gether faculty from different
disciplines, working with com-
munity partners to develop trans-

disciplinary teams.

“These teams really focus on par-
ticular community challenge and
these community challenges could
be related to health disparities, it
could be related to racial and social
injustice issues,” Nasim said. “My
goal is really to facilitate the devel-
opment and success of these teams.”

Along with directing ICubed,
Nasim works as the interim senior
vice provost for Faculty Affairs, fo-
cused on faculty recruitment and
retention and is a member of the
Massey Cancer Center Research
Program where he researches
health disparities.

“My research over the past de-
cade and a half is really focused
on tobacco related health dispari-

After a nationwide search, Aashir Nasim was appointed as VCU’s new vice president for the Division of Inslusive Excellence.

ties to really understand the bur-
den of health disparities for vul-
nerable populations,” Nasim said.
“And to really understand the so-
cial determinants of health and
use that information to develop
prevention interventions.”

With the collaboration of these
skills, Nasim became the perfect
candidate to implement the new
Diversity and Inclusion Strategic
Action Plan, with an ultimate goal
of making VCU a model university
for inclusivity.

“Aashir is a respected scholar
who is admired around the nation
and who brings an important lens
of diversity and inclusion to his
work and to our university com-

munity,” said VCU President Mi-
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chael Rao told VCU News. “He is
a thoughtful and passionate leader
who embodies VCU’s mission of
tackling difficult problems to serve
the public good.”

Nasim said he hopes to shape
the discourse for diversity and in-
clusion using what he’s learned
within the Psychology and African
American Studies Departments
and with iCubed.

“We wanted to model that and
take it to scale and see if there’s
some of the same things we can do
at the division level for Inclusive
Excellence,” Nasim said.

Oregon Hill residents are upset about plans to demolish historic buildings
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J.D. Lewis Construction Management purchased the buildings on the 800 block of West Cary Street with plans for a $18.5 million apartment complex.

SAFFEYA AHMED
Staff Writer

Oregon Hill residents are pro-
testing plans to tear down four
historic buildings on the 800 block
of West Cary Street, where a four-
story, 100-unit apartment complex
is set to take their place.

The $18.5 million project,
805W will encompass the four
vacant buildings and area behind
them, according to Richmond
Times-Dispatch.

Richmond residents and mem-
bers of the Oregon Hill Neigh-
borhood Association held a rally
Mar. 18 in opposition to the con-
struction of 805W. More than 50
people stood outside the buildings
set to be torn down, demanding the

property be saved from demolition.

Todd Woodson, president of the
Oregon Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, said the buildings are par-
ticularly pertinent to Richmond’s
historic character.

“(These buildings) are the gate-
way to our neighborhood and to
downtown,” Woodson said. “(They)
should be conserved and used as a
part of the development.”

All four properties are separately
listed on both the State and Na-
tional Register of Historic Places,
Woodson said.

Two of the buildings date back
to the 1830s, making them two
of the oldest buildings in the
Oregon Hill Historic District,
according to a history about the
structures by Charles Pool of the

Oregon Hill Home Improvement
Council. The other buildings date
back to the early 1900s.

The two oldest properties were
built by Benjamin Green, an archi-
tect who played a pivotal part in the
early stages of Oregon Hill’s devel-
opment. In detailing the history of
the block, Pool said the properties
cannot be torn down.

“These structures connect with
the ... legacy of Benjamin Green in
constructing modest working class
dwellings in the neighborhood,”
Pool said. “The highest prior-
ity should be placed on preserving
these important landmarks.”

A statement released by the
Oregon Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation expressed the organiza-
tion’s belief that the structures

hold enough historic significance
to stay standing.

“The existing buildings on this
block are profoundly important to
the intrinsic fabric of our historic
district,” the statement read. “These
buildings stand as a testament to
the craftsmanship and ingenuity of
our forefathers. They deserve to be
saved and preserved for the future.”

The 805W project isn’t the first
time new building projects have
resulted in the demolition of some
of Richmond’s most historic struc-
tures. Woodson said construction
around the Oregon Hill overlook
had a similar result back in 2002 -
when more than three full blocks
of antebellum housing were torn
down to make space for a student
housing development.

In addition to public demon-
strations, Richmond residents
are protesting the 805W project
through an online petition. The
“No805W — Save Oregon Hill
Historic Buildings” petition has
garnered local support, with more
than 900 signatures since its pub-
lication on Mar. 18.

Woodson said the Oregon Hill
Neighborhood Association is fight-
ing the project construction and
plans to take the matter to the Board
of Zoning Appeals, if necessary.

“Oregon Hill has a big heart and
soul to its community,” Woodson
said. “Part of that soul is in our love
for the history and the architecture
that has drawn us here and we are
committed to preserving it.”
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Mumps cases appear on Virginia campuses

NIA TARIQ
Staff Writer

At least 20 confirmed cases of
mumps emerged on Virginia col-
lege campuses in the past month.

One confirmed case at VCU
came shortly after nineteen cases
were confirmed at James Madi-
son University — where at least 14
students and five faculty and staff
members have been diagnosed
with the viral infection.

According to VCU Student
Health Services, at least two mea-
sles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
vaccines are required for full-time
students. The list of required shots
also includes at minimum three
Hepatitis Bs, one Meningococcal,
one Tetanus and one polio — or
documentation of positive titers to
prove immunity or exemption.

Dr.  Michael Donnenberg,
VCU Department of Internal
Medicine professor, supported the
provision that all students should
have two MMR vaccines by the
time they enter college.

“Everybody should have up-to-
date vaccinations, so I would advise
people to check,” Donnenberg said.
“There is no 100 percent effective
vaccine. The mumps one is pretty

good. The reason you need two is
that not everybody is protected by
one and that you may lose protec-
tion over time.”

Mumps outbreaks can occur at
any time, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. The CDC also reported that
the MMR vaccine can be up to 95
percent effective against the cur-
rent strains of mumps when ad-
ministered twice, as opposed to as
low as 49 percent when taken once.

The remaining percentage of
people who have up-to-date shots
but may still catch the virus would
likely have less severe symptoms
and a faster recovery, according to
a JMU statement.

Neha Pondicherry, a pre-med-
icine track student who has con-
ducted research on immunology,
said making the choice to not be
vaccinated against infections like
mumps is dangerous.

“These are known diseases that
have proven cures,” Pondicherry
said. “If you're not going to get the
vaccinations for a potentially dan-
gerous disease then that’s not being
smart in any way. That’s like know-
ing about the risks of STDs and
choosing not to use the protective
measures available to you.”

VCU students were first made
aware of the confirmed case of
mumps on March 13. Dr. Gail
Hackett, provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, emailed
a statement telling the community
be on alert for signs and symptoms,
contact Student Health Services if
symptoms develop, and seek care
and self-isolate if they suspect they
have the virus.

Symptoms of mumps include
fever, muscle pain, headache and
fatigue, followed by swollen sali-
vary glands. Signs can appear two
to three weeks after an initial expo-
sure to an infected person’s respira-
tory droplets — through sneezing
or coughing — or by kissing or
sharing utensils. Most people get
over mumps within two weeks af-
ter the onset of symptoms.

Donnenberg said keeping to
yourself if you are sick is the sur-
est way to prevent outbreaks from
occuring.

“Mumps is a self-limited in-
fection — people get it and then
they get over it,” Donnenberg said.
“It’s really important to minimize
transmission to other people.”

Reported cases of
mumps infections from
32 states and the
District of Columbia

*Information from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Cases of reported
mumps in Virginia
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Local activists march for stricter gun laws

for ¥
our LIVES

\l

PHOTO BY ERIN EDGERTON

= 3 *

~ =4 N

Richmond Public Schools organized a youth-led march that brought activists to the Capitol.
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We have to vote the
change we want to
see and it’'s time for
us to all share the
right to vote.

Claire Guthrie Gastahaga,
Executive Director, ACLU
Virginia

Continued from page 1

The RPS Non-Violence March
closed with a student’s rendition
of Charlie Puth’s “See You Again.”
As the marchers thinned out, hun-
dreds of signs were left by the Cap-
itol and hung around the George
Wiashington Statue.

“Kids should feel safe when they
go to school,” said VCU freshman
Kyra Byers. “(They shouldn’t) feel
like they’re going to die.”

Gastafiaga urged the crowd to
show up in elections, emphasizing
voting as the key to moving for-
ward. Currently, one in five people
between the ages of 18 and 29 vote,
she said, and that needs to change.

“We need to stop privileging
some voters over others,” Gasta-
fiaga said. “We have to vote the
change we want to see and it’s time
for us to all share the right to vote.”

Attendees chanted “Vote
Them Out” as Gastafiaga fin-
ished speaking.

Don’t get tricked: Students are being

targeted 1n a job scam email

to [»
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Some VCU students are victims of a scam offering a job in exchange for financial information.

LOGAN REARDON
Contributing Writer

Students have reported “scam
emails” sent to their VCU email
accounts offering appealing work
for students in exchange for per-
sonal financial information.

Dan Han, VCU’s chief infor-
mation security officer, said scam-
mers typically give a job offer to a
student and then attempt to trick
them into depositing fraudulent
checks into their bank accounts.

“While the students may see an
initial increase in funding, once
the money is wired or spent, the
check will bounce, thus leaving the
student with lost money and pos-
sible implications from financial

fraud,” Han said.

The emails from scammers are
feigned to look legitimate and are
not associated with the purpose of
the email’s proposal. Han said no
legitimate employer would provide
a job offer via email without un-
dergoing a formal application and
interview process.

“If something sounds too
good to be true, then it is likely a
scam,” Han said.

Han said students targeted by
scammers are chosen at random,
with no apparent pattern. They
may be targeting enough students
to trick a percentage of them, with-
out drawing attention.

After discovering the scam,

VCU blocked the scammer’s email

addresses and service providers
and sent alerts to warn students.
“Thanks to a number of diligent
students who recognized and re-
ported the scam to the VCU IT
Support Center and Information
Security Office, we were able to
catch this round of scams early,
stop the scammer in their tracks,
and warn students who may have
responded to the scammer and/or
received the scam,” Han said.
VCU is urging students to re-
port any potential cyber threats
or scams to the IT Support Cen-
ter by calling them at (804)-828-
2227 or by sending an email to

itsc@vcu.edu.

IMAGE COURTESY OF LOGAN REARDON

ADVERTISEMENT

VCU programs
recognized among

the Top 50 in updated

U.S. News & World
Report rankings:

Health Care Management

#1 > Nursing Anesthesia

Rehabilitation Counseling

@ School of Pharmacy @ Occupational Therapy
@ Physical Therapy

@ School of Education @ School of Social Work

L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs

#41

School of Nursing

#48

Doctor of Nursing Practice
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ADAM CHEEK
Contributing Writer

VCU baseball posted a 3-0 re-
cord over the weekend after their
Wednesday night game against
Virginia Military Institute was
postponed, sweeping the Rhode
Island Rams at The Diamond over
the weekend.

VCU’s oftense was at full speed
on Friday and Sunday, as they
topped Rhode Island by scores of
5-2 and 4-2, respectively, but Sat-
urday presented a different chal-
lenge. Both Ram teams played a
scoreless duel for 15 innings, with
VCU scoring the winning run on a
wild pitch in the bottom of the final
frame. The Rams improved to 16-8,

Loyola-Chicago 1s the first 11 seed to make
the Final Four since VCU 1n 2011.

Diamond-a-dozen

P ERETE.

Junior infielder Zac Ching is hitting .280 this se

extending their winning streak to
12 games after a shaky start to the
season.

The Black and Gold used their
offense to overpower the Rams
from up north on Sunday. Both
teams scored a run apiece in the
second inning, with Rhode Island
adding one more to take an early
2-1 lead in the opening half of the
third.

VCU answered right back, how-
ever, plating two in the bottom of
the fourth and the latter half of the
seventh. Freshman infielder Liam
Hibbits led VCU by going two for

three at the plate and senior Daane
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Berezo added a double and drove
in a run of his own. Sophomore
infielders Steven Carpenter and
Hogan Brown each added an RBI
as well. Junior starting pitcher Mi-
chael Dailey went three innings,
while freshman Devin Dunn took
the mound afterward to tally his
first win of the season. Junior Mac
McCarty secured the save to raise
his season total to 11, tied for first
in the nation.

Saturday’s game was a nearly
five-hour affair, stretching 15 in-
nings with 341 strong in atten-
dance. Senior Sean Thompson

led the Black and Gold from the

PRI ] T g

ason with 15 RBIl and 12 runs scored. Chihg has also went deep once and swipped one bag this year.
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mound with seven shutout innings.
McCarty and sophomore Hayden
Moore each added three shutout
innings of their own. Brown high-
lighted the lineup with three hits,
while Berezo and sophomore Paul
Witt racked up two hits apiece. Witt
also extended his hitting streak to
14 games, but neither team record-
ed any extra-base hits and together
they left a total of 25 men on base.

Myriad stranded runners de-
fined both teams’ performances
on Saturday, including Rhode Is-
land’s eighth-inning effort, which
put runners at the corners. VCU’s
pitching, however, came through in
the clutch and slammed the door on
any runs crossing the plate.

Berezo and Witt led off the 15th

Baseball sweeps URI, streaks to 12th straight win

inning with back-to-back singles,
and senior Mitchel Lacey laid down
a bunt, sacrificing both runners for-
ward a base. Rhode Island elected
to intentionally walk junior third
baseman Zac Ching, and the third
throw went wide, allowing Berezo
to cross the plate with the win-
ning run, closing out the day with
a walk-oft victory for VCU.

The Black and Gold reached a
milestone of 10 consecutive wins
Friday, opening their series against
Rhode Island with a 5-2 win. Both
teams’ first in-conference game
ended in favor of VCU, as sopho-
more Connor Gillispie pitched six

scoreless innings, striking out nine.

McCarty tallied his 10th save
of the season and sophomore Brett
Willett drove in two runs. Berezo
went two for four, and both Lacey
and Brown added two hits each.
VCU took the lead in the latter half
of the fourth inning and padded
that advantage with two runs in
both the sixth and seventh frames.
Rhode Island managed two last-
ditch runs in the top of the ninth,
but the Black and Gold shut down
the “other” Rams to secure the win
for VCU.

The surging Black and Gold will
look to continue their run of dominance
against the Cavaliers of the University
of Virginia Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Diamond.
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Sophomore midfielder Keriann McTavish has scored 11 goals and dished out seven assists this year.

' Lacrosse falls

at No. 16

RODNEY ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

After setting two program re-
cords for goals and margin of vic-
tory in their previous match against
LIU-Brooklyn, The Rams fell to
No. 16 Virginia Tech 22-7 on the
road.

The Hokies got off to a quick
start Wednesday, scoring the first
two goals of the match. The Rams
made a comeback attempt, but the
Hokies built an 11-2 lead, and end-
ed the half with a 13-4 advantage.
Freshmen Anna Koniencki opened
the second half for VCU with a
goal, bringing the deficit down to 8.

However, Virginia Tech reeled
oft three consecutive goals, giving
the Hokies a 16-5 edge. Tech never
looked back as they scored 6 con-
secutive goals to end the match. In
the matchup, The Hokies created
more opportunities to score and
extend the lead. The Rams were

outshot 38-21 and the Hokies held
a 29-16 advantage in shots-on-goal.
The Rams only managed to win 9
draw controls, while the Hokies
controlled 22.

'The Rams were led offensively by
junior attacker Molly Barcikowski
and sophomore midfielder Keriann
McTavish. Both Barcikowski and
McTavish scored two goals for the
Rams. McTavish scored two goals
on just two shot attempts and Bar-
cikowski added a game-high four
assists for the Rams. The Black
and Gold were led defensively by
sophomore goalie Gillian Belfiore
and junior midfielder Sofia Emond.
Belfiore led the Rams with 5 saves
and Emond tallied a team-high 3
draw controls.

The Rams have dropped 6 of their

rst 8 games on the Yyoung season.
VCU looks to bounce back as they be-
gin A-10 play against cross town rival
the University of Richmond Thursday,
March 29
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THE PATRIOT WAY

ZACH JOACHIM
Sports Editor

Rigid decorum can only veil
widespread tension so much in
the age of modern media. In
Foxborough, Massachusetts, the
levy is ready to break on the Pa-
triot Way.

The New England Patriots
have been to eight, and won five,
Super Bowls in the 21st centu-
ry, reached the last seven AFC
Championship games, and won
the AFC East nine consecutive
seasons. Their level of dominance
the past decade is unprecedented,
and entitlement is beginning to
stretch the seams of unity.

Quarterback  Tom  Brady,
coach Bill Belichick and owner
Robert Kraft rule the modern
NFL, despite their recent let
down at the eleventh hour of
SB LII. But their days upon the
throne may be numbered, ac-
cording to multiple reports al-
leging tension between the three
cornerstone figures of the Patri-
ots dynasty and amid the organi-
zation as a whole.

An ESPN report by Seth
Wickersham in January de-
tailed “serious disagreements”
between Kraft, Belichick and
Brady. Chief among these dis-
putes were Brady’s close friend,
trainer and health guru Alex
Guerrero. 'The team’s long term
designs at quarterback (Brady is
40, yet insists he plans on play-
ing another 3-5 years) and deci-
sion to trade former backup and
golden boy Jimmy Garoppolo
(now the NFLs second-highest
paid player in San Francisco) for
a second-round pick. In addition
to Belichick’s authoritarian, mil-
itaristic coaching style.

Analyzing the precarious cultural tension in Foxborough

Tension at 1 Patriot Place is
not limited to the iconic trio at
the helm. Pro Bowl tight end
and high profile celebrity Rob
Gronkowski is reportedly con-
sidering retirement or a move to
the WWE due to growing dis-
pleasure with Belichick’s rigid
system of decorum.

“Stay Lit, be FREE, be HAP-
PY,” Gronkowski tweeted at for-
mer teammate Danny Amendola
after the slot receiver signed with
the Miami Dolphins.

Gronk’s cryptic wisdom did
not stop there.

“Foresee your own future, con-
trol your own temptations, and
your destiny will be not just be
reached, it will just be starting,”
Gronk wrote.

I'm not going to begin try-
ing to decipher that one, so let it
suffice to say this elegant piece
of prose indicates indecision
on Gronk’s part. In addition
to Amendola, last year’s lead-
ing rusher Dion Lewis, starting
left tackle Nate Solder, and shut
down corner and Super Bowl L
hero Malcolm Butler have all
departed New England this off-
season.

The NFL’s Death Star looks
more vulnerable than it has in a
decade.

“Bill’s  (Belichick) done a
phenomenal job of holding the
building together,” one Patriot
staffer admitted in the ESPN
report.

I'm not saying the end is near.
To be frank, anybody who doesn’t
expect New England to compete
for a title next year hasn’t been
watching the last 10 years of the
NFL closely. Brady is the great-
est to ever grace the gridiron and
“Darth Hoodie” is the best coach

:

to ever saunter the sidelines.

But this is the beginning of
the end. Tom will someday suc-
cumb to Time, albeit with six or
seven rings to assuage any hit his
pride will take in finally admit-
ting mortality.

Belichick is another story. His
authoritarian style of leadership
may have an even more limited

lifespan.

Militarism in coaching runs
against the cultural spirit. Play-
ers are assuming increased agen-
cy across the board in the sports
world, and the revolt in New
England is only a manifestation
of this trend.

At least Golden State War-

riors coach Steve Kerr is hip.

Steph Curry, Kevin Durant and
the defending NBA Champions
coached themselves in February.

“I told (our players) the other
night after the last game that
they were gonna do it. It’s their
team,” Kerr said. “I think that’s
one of the first things you have to
consider as a coach: it’s not your
team, it’s not (the owner’s) team.

ILLUSTRATION BY IAIN DUFFUS

DUFFUS

It’s the players’ team. They have
to take ownership of it, and as
coaches, our job is to guide them.
But we don’t control them. They
determine their own fate.”
Careful, Bill. They are taking
ownership, and they will determine
your fate, if you don’t tread lightly.

For these students, rugby
1s more than a sport

Rugby’s first team placed fourth at a tournament hosted by Old Dominion this weekend.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Managing Editor

The weather was far from ideal
last Friday when a group of 30-
odd student-athletes braced the
bristling wind chills of an early-
spring night at Cary Street Field.
But members of VCU’s club rug-
by team are used to practicing in
these conditions.

Some students were out hemor-
rhaging their livers at bars or par-
ties last Friday night. Others used
the time to decompress after a
challenging week filled with text-
books and lectures. For the rugby
boys, however, it was time to pre-
pare for a trip to Norfolk, where
Old Dominion University hosted
a tournament the next day.

Twelve teams competed in the
invitational last Saturday, includ-
ing VCU's first and second teams.
'The first team placed fourth in the
tournament, falling 28-14 against
North Carolina State, a team
which had been to the national
club tournament just a year earlier.

The club’s climb from a winless
season in 2016 has been remark-
ably swift. The team finished the
fall 2017 season with a 5-2-2 re-
cord, and made it to the semifinals
of the Cardinals Collegiate Rugby
Conference tournament, losing to
eventual champions Virginia Mil-
itary Institute.

“Last summer, we said we want
to be a good team in the fall,” said
club president and junior Scotty
Orrock. “We lifted and ran all
summer and we finished the best
we have since I've been here.”

Like most Americans, an over-
whelming majority of members of
VCU'’s club team knew little about
Rugby before joining the team.

Despite its optical similarities
to American Football, the sport
doesn’t get the same fanfare in the
United States as it does around the
world — in countries like South
Africa, England and Australia.

Like pretty much all sports, the
aim is to score more points than
your opponents. You can run with
the ball, kick it, tackle an oppo-
nent with it, or throw it to a team-
mate — so long as you don’t pass
forward. The game’s unpredict-
ability has earned it the descrip-
tion of “controlled chaos” among
members of VCU’s team.

It mixes the physicality of foot-
ball with the conditioning of bas-
ketball and soccer, Orrock said.

“It is so much fun,” said Sean
Boyce, a senior. “It is so much
freaking fun.”

The game’s intensity is what
drew Boyce to it. He joined the
club after playing football in high
school. Although he suffered a
concussion last season, Boyce
swears rugby is less likely to leave

a player injured than football be-
cause of a key difference between
the sports.

“The biggest difference between
football and rugby is the pads in
football which give a false sense of
security,” Boyce said. “With the
right technique, the tackling in
the sport can leave a player with
a few bumps and bruises after a
game — but not injured.”

For guys like Laith Sanjak, a
junior who majors in mass com-
munications, the game’s challeng-
es — both physical and mental

— provide an edge for when life
presents its own.

“In rugby when something hap-
pens you have to adapt to it,” San-
jak said. “Sometimes you have to
get out there and keep moving for-
ward after you mess up and after
you know you're behind.”

Sanjak and others share a bevy
of these off-the-field experiences
with their teammates, with whom
they are constantly spending their
down-time with. It’s not unusual
for the boys to be gathered to-
gether hanging out at a teammates
house on a weeknight. It’s equally
as ordinary for them to be study-
ing together at Cabell Library.

“I love playing and hanging out
with these boys,” Sanjak said. “It’s
definitely a brotherhood for me.”

PHOTO BY MICHEL MAULDING

Tennis hot at Texas Tamale
Company Rice Invitational

NILE MCNAIR
Contributing Writer

MEN VS. WICHITA STATE

VCU wrapped up the Texas Ta-
male Company Rice Invitational
in Houston Sunday by falling to
Wichita State University 4-0. The
Shockers took the doubles point by
winning on the No. 2 and 3 courts
despite sophomore Javier Aman-
tegui and junior Victor Lima’s 6-2
win on the No. 1 doubles court.

Wichita State victories on the
No. 1, 3 and 4 singles courts se-
cured the match early on. Junior
Arvid Noren and freshman Inigo
Torre Martin each forced third
sets in their singles matches, but
their contests went unfinished.

WOMEN VS. ETSU

After their game was post-
poned Tuesday the ladies’ tennis
team hosted and fell to the East
Tennessee State University Buc-
caneers 5-2. The Rams were riding
high coming into these doubles
and singles matches, as their re-
cord sat at 11-2 and they sported a
nine game winning streak.

ETSU got off to a hot start,
winning the first three matches
of the day. They did so in domi-
nating fashion as well — all three
games went only to two sets. VCU
responded well, reeling off back to
back wins to pull the match score
to 3-2.

Sophomore Noumea Witmus
defeated her opponent Alejandra
Morales in three sets, 7-5, 3-6,7-5,
in her victory. Kanako Yano fol-

lowed up Witmus’ win with one of
her own, doing so with ease as her
match only took two sets. Yano
one both sets with scores of 6-4
and 6-0.

In the end the Rams were un-
able to dig out of their early deficit
as they lost in singles matches by
a score of 4-2. In doubles three
games were played but only two
finished. The matchup of fresh-
man Paola Exposito Diaz Delga-
do and Witmus for VCU versus Yi
Chi Ma and Melissa Esguerra did
not finish because the team match
had already been decided.

In the two doubles games that
did finish, ETSU claimed victory
in both, with scores of 6-4 in both
matchups. The Rams win streak
ended on Saturday at the hands of
the Buccaneers.

Look for women’s tennis to
bounce back next Saturday against
George Washington University at
noon.

This weekend men’s tennis went
all the way down to Texas for the
Rice Invitational where their first
game on Saturday was against the
hosts, who the Rams defeated 4-2.

The tandem of Noren and Torre
Martin was outstanding in their
doubles appearance, handing out
a 6-1 match victory against their
opponents Ashton Duke and Eric
Rutledge for Rice.

To cap off the doubles victory
for the Rams the dynamic duo
of Lima and Amantegui came
through with a victory of their
own, 6-3. Next, in the singles

i /
Women'’s tennis fell to 11-3 last weekend after their nine-game win streak was snapped.

VCU closed out strong to take vic-
tory in singles competition 3-2 de-
spite falling behind 2-0 early. The
Rams made the comeback with
three consecutive victories to steal
away the singles points.

The last match pit Ignacio
Rivero Crespo of VCU against
Jared Aiman of Rice with the pre-
vious four singles matches totaled
at two apiece. Crespo completely
dominated his opponent, winning

both sets 6-0.

MEN VS. TEXAS A&M
CORPUS CHRISTI

Down in Texas the Rams
played two games on Saturday.
Their second game of the day was
against Texas A&M University
Corpus Christi.

The doubles matches were a
struggle for the Black and Gold.
VCU ended up losing two out of
three games. VCU dominated
A&M Corpus Christi 6-1 in the
first doubles game.

The men battling in the sin-
gles matches would have to carry
VCU to an overall match victory,
and they did just that. Out of six
singles matches, VCU came away
with four victories. Amantegui
and Torre Martin won their indi-
vidual singles within only two sets.

Through Saturday the Rice in-
vitational was a major success for
the Rams. Scoring two victories
on the day, this one against A&M
Corpus Christi by a score of 4-2.

Men’s tennis will return to ac-
tion at home Friday, March 30
when they take on the Monarchs
of Old Dominion University.
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Dr. Jonas Salk announces the development
of a polio vaccine on March 26, 1933.

“Du soleil dans mes yeux” is the first film directed by Nicolas Giraud, who also co-wrote and starred in the work.

French Film Festival 2018

Lineup features history, culture and relationships

GEORGIA GEEN
Spectrum Editor

More than 40 directors, actors
and other film specialists traveled
from France to speak at the screen-
ings of 26 films shown at the 2018
French Film Festival hosted at the
Byrd Theatre.

'The festival is sponsored by VCU
and the University of Richmond,
organized and founded by profes-
sors at both universities. Some
of the films, screened in French
with English subtitles, educate on
French history and culture.

“Un Francgais nomme Gabin”

The documentary — shown
entirely in black and white, save
for a few clips later in his career
— centered around the life of 20th
century French actor Jean Gabin,
in addition to the developments
in French history and cinema of
the time.

Director and co-screenwriter
Yves Jeuland said he went through
more than 50 films to select about

200 excerpts for the documentary.
He said he wanted to tell Gabin’s
story combined with that of France.

“You can imagine, that is a long
editing process that has to take
place. It takes time,” Jeuland said.

“Your goal is to tell a story and there

are hundreds of stories.”

Born in 1904, Gabin started
performing in music halls at age
19, motivated by his father who was
also a performer. Gabin was one of
the most popular actors in France
for the majority of his career, which
spanned decades.

Co-screenwriter Frangois Aymé
said the documentary’s creators
were lucky to get the rights to all
of the clips they wanted to use. In
addition, Gabin’s children offered
photos from their personal ar-
chives for use in the documentary.
Most of the documentary consists
of photos and clips from feature
films, but several interviews with
Gabin and other actors provide a
dditional insight.

“We truly had a blast working on
this film,” Aymé said. “He’s always
a strong character, an independent

character, dramatic in the way he
interprets things.”

Gabin was involved as an actor,
selecting which directors he want-
ed to work with. Toward the end of
his career, he was known for using
innovative, modern language.

“He would develop friendships
with these unbelievable screen-
writers,” Aymé said. “Friendships
to such an extent that then turned
into, when they were doing their
work, they would actually be writ-
ing dialogues thinking about how
Gabin expresses himself, the vo-
cabulary he uses.”

Based on the true story of Jer6me
Kerviel — a French trader who lost
about 5 billion euros because of il-
legal trades in the wake of the 2008
financial crisis — “I’Outsider” was
extremely popular when it released
in France in 2016.

Arthur Dupont played Kerviel,
a role Dupont said was unlike any
other he had taken previously.

“I started to realize that this is

Of all the films
I've made, |
never had an
experience like
this that just
pushed me to
such a limit

a guy who just decided to go out

on his own and do what he wants,”

Dupont said. “For this role, I really
put my body, my emotions and a
total engagement of myself into it.”

Kerviel rose in the ranks of one
of the largest banks in the world,
Société Générale, without a educa-
tional background in trading. Du-
pont says this is part of where the
film’s title comes from: Kerviel was
an outsider in his field.

As Kerviel makes increasingly
risky decisions, the stress begins to
take a physical toll. In order to por-
tray this kind of emotion, Dupont
said he had to rest frequently and
set aside time to unwind.

He said he took brief naps
to unwind during filming, and
members of the crew played gui-
tar to relieve themselves from the
stressful storyline.

“Of all the films I've made, I
never had an experience like this
that just pushed me to such a limit,’
Dupont said. “It was a great experi-
ence that I never had before in my
career and I hope I'll have it again.”

“Du soleil dans mes yeux”

French actor Nicolas Giraud
produced, co-wrote and starred
in “Du soleil dans mes yeux,” a

»
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film following a mother trying to
reunite with her estranged young
son. The film hasn’t yet been re-
leased and will be shown in France
in April.

The work focuses on the im-
portance of intimacy, something
Giraud said wasn’t a popular topic
when he first wrote the film.

“I was really adamant on holding
true to what I wanted to do with
this because it’s my first film,” Gi-
raud said. “It’s moments like this
when I'm in a room with you and
to see how you respond to it that
I realize I did the right thing by
holding onto that resolution.”

Giraud used time to develop the
relationships between the charac-
ters, which he compared to cheese
or a “good wine.”

“There’s this space where there’s
a development and this coming out
and flourishing due to time as well,”
Giraud said. “Whether it’s a friend-
ship, whether it’s a love that needs
time to flourish and produce.”

Panelists discuss political implications of hair

GEORGIA GEEN
Spectrum Editor

For women of color, the ramifi-
cations of having certain hair tex-
tures can be difficult to navigate,
according to participants in a panel
hosted by The Broad on March 20.

Chelsea Higgs Wise, a mem-
ber of The Broad — Richmond’s
new “workspace and clubhouse’
for women — moderated the dis-
cussion. She encouraged audience
members to be vocal with anec-
dotes or questions, both of which
appeared regularly throughout
the evening.

Higgs Wise reflected on her
own relationship with her hair, or
lack thereof, being that most of it is
shaved-off. This style “also sends a
certain message,” she says.

For Meryem Karad, one of
the event’s panelists, religion has
played a role in how she views her
hair. As a Muslim woman who
doesn’t cover her hair, she says she
has to deal with assumptions about
how she practices Islam.

“Just because I don’t cover my

4

head doesn’t mean I'm not more
faithful,” Karad said. “That’s
the struggle.”

Karad currently works for the
governor’s office, but previously
held a corporate position. Dur-
ing the discussion, she recalled an
experience in which a coworker
told her she looked “so much more
professional” when she straight-
ened her naturally curly hair
Karad said she hasn’t straightened
her hair in five years because of
this interaction.

Panelist Brandi Summers, an
African-American Studies profes-
sor at VCU, also addressed her ex-
periences with hair and identity in
relation to her career.

“There was a point in which
I worked in corporate America
which was really conservative,”
Summers said. “So I had to adapt
and negotiate my identity and how
I wanted to express myself.”

Panelists and audience members
also discussed how women of col-
or, particularly Black women, are
pressured to straighten their hair
with relaxers, altering their natural

textures. As explained by panelist
and owner of Parlor Salon, Mahri
Jones, relaxers contain chemicals
that break down the coiled bonds
in textured hair. Many women, she
said, feel obligated to do this to
make their hair seem more “White.”

Higgs Wise turned to the audi-
ence to explain why it was “inter-
esting” that Jones, the only White
woman on the panel, discussed the
science behind relaxers. She asked
every woman who had used a re-
laxer to raise her hand, later asking
those who didn’t identify as women
of color to put their hands down.
Nearly, if not every, hand stayed up.

“It is really important that we
notice that the term relaxer and
understanding your coils really is
a piece for women of color,” Higgs
Wise said.

Summers said hair length and
texture was a “big deal” to her fe-
male relatives, who ended up with
hair damage and other issues as a
result of their styling.

“They were so interested in their
hair and representing themselves in
a particular way,” Summers said. “I

tried to shy away from that, but of
course when youre raised in that
kind of community and culture, it’s
hard to resist it.”

Panelist and author of children’s
book, “My Hair is Fuzzy, My Hair
is Cute,” Toni Winston discussed
the idea that there is a difference
in experience surrounding hair
even amongst women of color.
Looser, softer curls are considered
less “offensive.”

“There is a safe zone when it
comes to hair, what’s presentable,
what’s not acceptable [in society],”
Winston said.

Winston said she stopped going
to the salon frequently because she
didn’t want to spend so much time
there. She said she also wanted to
teach her daughter to love her nat-
ural hair instead of admire other
hair textures.

“Then I began to understand the
versatility [in terms of style] of hair
being not relaxed,” Winston said.
“I can’t get caught up in what some-
body else likes. I'm not defined by

my hair. I am who I am.”
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Dancers Fancisco Mesa and Ana Ines King performed alongside the Latin Ballet of Virginia on March 23.

spectrum

Renowned dancers
and musicians perform
at flamenco festival

continued from page 1

Composed of intricate cante
(song), baile (dance) and toque
(guitar), flamenco dates back to
18th century Spain. Originating in
the Andalusia region of Southern
Spain, flamenco is centered around
passion and intensity.

Flamenco dancers wear flowy,
bright-colored clothing — typi-
cally red, sometimes with big flo-
ral prints — and block heels to
make taps in a rhythmic pattern
while dancing.

The singing and guitar-playing
are characterized by power and
emotion — the cantaores (singers)
completely immerse themselves in
the lyrics of the song.

Sunday afternoon, the Flamen-

co Festival VII hosted Torcuato
Zamora, a renowned Spanish gui-
tarist who began learning the art of
classical and flamenco guitar at age
5. Zamora has played for the king
and queen of Spain.

Zamora performed with danc-
ers Estela Vélez de Paredez and
Daniel Paradez to a full auditorium
at the W.E. Singleton Center for
Performing Arts, showcasing clas-
sical Spanish flamenco. His con-
cert-style show wrapped up VCU’s
Flamenco Festival VII.

“I love that people get to see
(lamenco) here in Richmond,”
Kruszewski said. “Usually you
have to travel to see something

like that.”

Vintage market raises money for cancer research

ALEXANDRA ZERNIK
Contributing Writer

Vendors, collectors, makers and
artists came together on March
25 at the Hippodrome Theater in
Jackson Ward to sell products and
network with the ultimate goal of
raising money for the VCU Massey
Cancer Center.

'The Vintage for Lovers Market
attracted those looking to shop, sell
products, establish an in-person
presence and make connections.

Inspired by a similar event held
in the same place several years ago,
Nicole Kappatos — owner of Blue
House RVA, an online clothing
boutique — coordinated the event
with the help of her husband, fam-
ily and friends.

“It is bringing people together
in a historic place that’s important
to Richmond’s history to sell their
goods and support their small busi-
nesses and for a good cause,” Kap-
patos said. “You walk through the
door and you've done something
good, even if you don’t buy any-
thing and it’s exposure for anyone
who makes, sells and curates these
amazing things.”

The event was promoted
through Facebook and Instagram
but grew a substantial and unex-
pected crowd, according to many
vendors involved.

“This blew up on its own,” Kap-

patos said. “I made a Facebook
group and it just grew exponen-
tially.”

Kappatos reached out to some of
the participating vendors and oth-
ers reached out to her. Many of the
vendors only have an online pres-

You walk
through the door
and you’ve done
something good,
even if you don’t
buy anything
and it's exposure
for anyone who
makes, sells and
curates these
amazing things.

ence, so the event was an opportu-
nity for their products to be seen
in person and for the businesses to
gain exposure.

“‘I'm finding homes for these
treasures,” said Kerensa Daven-
port, owner of Witch School Vin-
tage. “I'm a treasure hunter. That’s
my passion.”

'The Hippodrome Theater’s his-
tory makes it the perfect venue to
sell vintage products. The owner
of the theater, Ronald Stallings,
has a daughter who participated in
the event as a vendor of Floral and
Funk Vintage.

“It’s a big part of Richmond’s
African-American history,” Kap-
patos said. “This is where jazz hap-
pened. Billie Holiday performed
on this stage.”

The venue was filled with décor,
accessories, vintage clothing, em-
broidery, trinkets and other goods.
A photo booth and bar were also

PHOTO BY ALEXANDRA ZERNIK

The market was an opportunity for online stores to have in-person interactions.
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available to visitors.

“I think it’s a collaboration of
different talents, different creativi-
ties, different times in our world. I
love to see what others are bringing
to the table,” said Nicki Metcalf,
an artist and vendor at the event.
“Richmond needs more of this.”

Kappatos said she will host a
similar event in the late summer or
early fall with more people involved
and another cause to donate to.

“Pacific Rim: Uprising” needs
better pilots to win the war

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Staff Writer

“Pacific Rim” was released in
2013 with lot of hype, leading to a
cult following in the U.S., despite
a less-than-stellar box office return.
Despite North American audiences
not taking to the mech vs. monster
blockbuster, Chinese audiences
came in droves to see the monster
movie love letter from Guillermo
Del Toro.

Thanks to the increasingly im-
portant Chinese market, “Pacific
Rim: Uprising” was put into pro-
duction, though Del Toro stepped
down as director. With first time
film director Steven S. DeKnight
taking the helm, the question
became not how similar this se-
quel would be, but how it could
still achieve success without its
original captain.

Set nearly 10 years after the
original film, the sequel follows
the son of Stacker Pentecost, Jake,
as he and fellow Jaeger pilot Nate
Lambert must train a new gen-
eration of pilots to fight the Kaiju
menace that is expected to return
to Earth. With a tech company
making new drone Jaegers, a dark
plot reveals itself, sending the pi-
lots back into action.

‘The movie’s biggest strength was
its impressive fight scenes and in-
teresting setting realized with lov-
ing detail. Despite its larger budget,
the film still had the sense of sin-
cerity and childlike wonder found
in other Del Toro films. His love of

robots fighting giant monsters was
apparent in every frame.

With Del Toro reducing his role
to producer, that sincerity is absent
in “Pacific Rim: Uprising,” result-
ing in the amplification of the orig-
inal’s biggest problems.

Similar to the original film,

“Uprising” spends too much time
with its cast of bland characters and
yet not enough time developing
them into characters viewers care
about. There’s talk of family and
interpersonal bonds saving the day,
but it’s difficult to feel those con-
nections when there are so many
different plot lines. It’s difficult to
figure out character relationships
until the the movie simply tells you
how to feel at each story beat.

The actors are doing their best
with what they have, managing to
play the dramatic and comedic mo-
ments with an equal amount of me-
diocrity. John Boyega is as fun and
charismatic as Jake, while Tian Jing
proves once again how powerful of
a force she is on screen as the leader
of the drone production company.

The poor script and multiple
storylines muddle the overall plot,
which attempts to criticize drone
warfare and celebrate interpersonal
bonds. Sadly, the breakneck pace
and odd editing leave little time
to focus on even one of these ideas,
leading to an uneven execution.

Luckily, “Uprising” finds its re-
demption in the same place its pre-
decessor did: focusing on the giant,
spectacle fights and developing the

interesting near-future world.

The fight scenes between the
Jaegers and the Kaiju feel massive
and terrifyingly destructive. One
sequence in Sydney, Australia pays
special attention to how these mas-
sive machines can tear apart an ur-£
ban city, putting the lives of thou-
sands in severe danger.

This attention to detail is also
seen in how the Jaegers oper-
ate, with the camera zooming in
on different mechanical parts and
slowing down to show the impact
of every punch or blast. It’s thrill-
ing to watch, with every fight find-
ing some way to wow the audience
or show off a new way these giant
machines work.

Yet, these fights also lack the
sense of weight and impact felt in
the original, where every movement
seemed to take a massive amount
of mental and physical effort. Here,
the Jaegers are just as nimble and
acrobatic as ninjas. While they
make for cool “looking” moments,
they lose the awe-inspiring, almost
realistic feel of Del Toro’s original.

“Pacific Rim: Uprising” is by
no means a bad movie, in fact it’s
more fun and exciting than I was
originally expecting. Yet, without
Del Toro’s touch and the studio’s
increased involvement homogenis-
ing the cast and plot for a perceived
simple international audience, this
film loses a lot of what made the
original special in the first place.
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SOME THINGS ARE JUST
BETTER IN THE SUMMER.

Sunny days. Silent libraries.
Some things are just better in
the summer. Get ahead of a busy
semester, focus on a few classes
and see what RVA has to offer in
the summertime. Check which
Summer Studies courses are
available at summer.vcu.edu.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Politics get more confusing
every day with the distinction be-
tween the political left and right
becoming less transparent. Some
politicians have run away from
the typical identification of being
a Democrat or Republican and
resorted to other tactics to em-
ploy their jurisdiction. The rise of
leaders such as Viktor Orban in
Hungary and Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan in Turkey is paired with a
new form of politics that has been
a phenom as of late: populism. Is
it the political paradigm of the
future?

Populism is a style of politics
rather than a set ideology and de-
notes that a certain sect of people
are going against an elite that they
see as illegitimate. Populist lead-
ers claim that they are fighting for
the rights of the people and have
a heavy notion of nationalism
to accompany it. French politi-
cian Marine Le Pen urged in her
campaign that immigration was
the catalyst for such a high un-
employment rate in France, with
10 percent of the French popula-
tion affected. Her approach from
thereon was to create a scapegoat
from the number of immigrants
flowing into France and claim
that banning them would secure
employment opportunities for
French citizens. The annexation
of immigrants and her rhetoric
towards what she thinks is their
effect on the economy speaks vol-
umes to her nationalistic attitude.

A more recent reel of popu-
lism that has been seen all over
the world is the political reign
of Donald Trump in the United
States. One would think that un-
bearable comments about wom-

Populism is a
style of politics
rather than a

set ideology and
denotes that a
certain sect of
people are going
against an elite
that they see as
illegitimate.

en’s genitalia and immigrants
would kill a candidate’s chances,
so what is it that he did to con-
vince enough individuals to vote
for him? The key to his success is
giving the people what they want,
whether it is saying something
specifically or employing action.
A vast number of Americans have
been worried about illegal immi-
grants in recent news, keying in
on several different groups like
undocumented Mexican individ-
uals crossing the border and start-
ing a life in a country where more
opportunity awaits them. Target-
ing this demographic is Trump’s
way of listening to the concerns
of the people and appealing to
their demands, and that is the
essence of what a populist leader
does.
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“Though frequently criticized, no-platforming serves
as an effective method for stemming the spread of
white nationalist ideology.” — Jimmy O’Keefe

T'he rise of populism

ILLUSTRATION BY JACQUE CHANDLER

Other examples lie in coun-

tries like Germany, Italy and the
Netherlands as recent elections
show that populism is on the rise
in both hemispheres and creating
a new political climate all at the
same time. Over fifty five percent
of voters in Europe, roughly one
third of the population, voted for
an either left or right-wing popu-
list candidate in their country’s
election. The changing attitude
that has corralled so many Eu-
ropeans might create a drastic
change to the current layout of
the EU, with the possibility of
other members following the
footsteps of Britain in an anti-
immigrant policy tirade mixed
with high notions of nationalism
to support their decision of leav-
ing the organization. Although
some populist leaders failed in
their campaigns, like Dutchman
Geert Wilders and Le Pen, their
actions are only precursors for
what future populist candidates
have in store.

Contemporary news has in-

formed us that the often subjec-
tive terms “left” and “right” are
getting more blurry every day.
Societies worldwide have strayed
away from traditional governing
and welcomed new forms of rule
holding the conjecture that they
would be treated better. Populism
fits into the narrative of new po-
litical ideologies that are executed
in hope for different results. It is
quite possible that in future elec-
tions that we will see more popu-
list leaders and other political de-
viations trying to obtain control
over their nation.

- Lawrence Jones I11

It's OK

Sae

5

ILLUSTRATION BY YEWEI WANG

JIMMY O'KEEFE
Contributing Writer

White supremacist Rich-

ard Spencer has given up. After

months of touring colleges tout-

ing his white nationalist beliefs in
search of recruits for the alt-right,
Spencer announced in a YouTube
video the show was over.

“When [the events] become
violent clashes and pitched battles,
they aren’t fun,” Spencer said.

The clashes he’s referring to are
the result of counter-protesters
who adhere to a principle called

“no-platforming.” This means when

someone is publicly speaking about
any sort of racist ideologies, it is
imperative protesters do whatever
they can to ensure the speaker
doesn’t get a platform to espouse
their beliefs. This can be done by
shouting over the speaker, blocking

entrances to the event and some-

times physically confronting the
speaker.

These criticisms of no-platform-

ing can seem valid to the outside
observer who sees nothing but the

chaos that can arise from such tac-

tics. However, in taking a closer

look, it becomes more apparent no-

platforming is an effective protest
tactic that ultimately works in favor
of the greater good.

No-platforming is a tactic fre-

quently ridiculed by the media.
Critics, such as centrist Democrats
and just about everyone right of
center, say no-platforming not only
promotes violence, but also strips

people of their right to free speech.

Some worry no-platforming in-
vokes a “slippery slope” where pro-

testers will start by no-platforming
white nationalists, but then move
on to silencing more moderate
groups, such as those who speak
out against abortion.

Perhaps the most common criti-

cism of no-platforming is that it
sometimes invokes violence. While
most protesters will always prefer
peace to violence, sometimes small

scuffles are ultimately less damag-
ing to society than the possibil-

to deny fascists platforms

ity of white nationalists gaining
signiﬁcant power to commit mass
violence against people of color.
The logic is that it’s better to do
whatever it takes to nip racist and
hateful ideologies in the bud before
you have to fight against them for
survival.

People throughout the political
spectrum criticize no-platforming
as an affront to free speech. This is
especially prescient on college cam-
puses, where there always seems to
be a new story about speech issues.
But a group of protesters shouting
over a speaker is not censorship.
Free speech is not violated unless
it is government enforced. It can
be argued that protesters shouting
over a speaker can also be protected
as free speech. It’s also important
to remember that while the First
Amendment protects against cen-
sorship, it does not guarantee any-
one a platform or a speaking tour.

The idea that no-platforming in-
vokes a “slippery-slope” can be eas-
ily dismissed after looking at his-
tory. Time and time again, those
who seek to no-platform white
supremacists disappear after the
threat is defeated. There’s a reason
you only hear about these issues
when there is a resurgence of na-
tionalistic politics.

No-platforming is commonly
viewed as a form of self-defense.
Mark Bray, a historian at Dart-
mouth College, has written that
no-platforming began as a way
for marginalized people to protect
their communities from threats.
This is contrary to the idea that
people are no-platforming simply
because they disagree with a point
of view. Bray calls no-platforming
“the product of generations of trans-
national struggle.”

Though frequently criticized,
no-platforming serves as an ef-
fective method for stemming the
spread of white nationalist ideol-
ogy. And beyond that, it should be
impossible for white nationalists
like Richard Spencer to have fun

organizing.
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Untitled by lain Duffus

MY HALLOWEEN COSTUME: 2018

Fill in the Blank by Madison Hall

FILL IN THE BLANK

THE BLACKDOG INTHE NIGHT

WHAT DOES HE SAY TO YoV ?

THE OWL IN THE EAVES
WHAT DO THEY SAY TO YOU ?

1T

el
e (L

"THE OPOSSUM SAYS TO
EAT TRASH AND GET

HYT BY A CAR.
IGNORE THE OPOSSUM,

WANT TO FEEL FULFILLED IN LIFE?
MAKE ART FOR THE (T!

CONTACT:

duffusim@commonwealthtimes.org
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