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Sensory Elements

As mentioned, one way to create mental maps is 
to use one’s senses to recognize certain elements in 
an environment. It’s also a way to know a location by 
connecting what a person feels within a space. Each 
cultural sign is intended to exploit and amplify one 
of the human senses. The sunset sign is associated 
with the sense of sight. Sidewalk artwork is used as a 
trigger point to activate one human sense to mark a 
location and/or a destination. One part of the picnic 
sign is to link users with the sense of touch, providing 
a difference in texture from a concrete sidewalk to 
a grassy surface, usually paired with a picnic setting. 
Sound is the third sensory element activated through 
the use of an embedded sound instrument on the chat 
sign. Sound can be produced by either a voluntary 
or involuntary method. A voluntary method would 
involve a user exploring the instrument on the sign, 
whereas an involuntary sound can be created by wind. 

Fig. 21 – Sense of sight: sidewalk artwork

Fig. 20 – Sense of touch: grassy surface

Fig. 22 – Sense of sound: instrument
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Closing Statement

In conclusion, this unique mapping system was 
developed for the essential concept of reaching a 
destination and to explore the journey. The system 
focuses on the use of an introduced item, the parasol, 
used as a reference map and needed shade. The 
parasols allows users to flaneur and discover new 
chatting areas, make plans for a weekend picnic or a 
sunset visit in the area. In the natural course of using 
the new cultural exchange signage, the user will be 
participating in experiential cultural learning in EC. 
Finally, the sensory elements aid users in the creation 
of their own mental maps.

Future Directions

As for the future additions for this project, the new 
train system stops in EC are further areas to introduce 
this mapping system and a different placement 
location for the parasols. There is room to develop 
new signs for other activities that can potentially 
add another dimension to experiencing a place. As 
well as, picturing other parts of the city being able to 
accommodate a similar system.

3D Model

All three components are represented on a 
constructed 3D model of EC. A video projected 
on the model portrays the location of the cultural 
exchange signs, the bus stops and additional structural 
information of the campus. 

Fig. 23 – Projection mapping: Locations of the cultural exchange signs
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Fig. 2 – Daniele Quercia, Happy Maps, 2015. Screenshot of Boston map.
http://ideas.ted.com/the-shortest-paths-to-happiness-literally/

Fig. 3 – Daniele Quercia, Smelly Maps, 2015. Screenshot of London map.
http://mappinglondon.co.uk/2015/smellymaps/

Fig. 4 – Jeffery Sarmiento and Inge Panneels, Liverpool Map. Installed in 
Museum of Liverpool, UK.
http://sure.sunderland.ac.uk/2932/

Fig. 5 – BeeLine Bicycle Compass, 2015.
http://mapprojectoffice.com/work/beeline/

Fig. 6 – BeeLine Bicycle Compass, 2015.
http://www.dezeen.com/02/11/2015/map-beeline-bicycle-compass-
cycling-accessory-kickstarter/

Fig. 7 – DDB China Group, Green Pedestrian Crossing. Campaign for China 
Environment Protection Foundation, China.
http://www.adeevee.com/01/2011/china-environmental-protection-
foundation-green-pedestrian-crossing-film/

Fig. 8 – DDB China Group, Green Pedestrian Crossing. Campaign for China 
Environment Protection Foundation, China.
http://todayyouinspiredme.blogspot.qa/08/2012/tree.html

Fig. 13 – DUS Architects, Bucky Bar, 2010. Umbrellas around lamppost.
http://architizer.com/projects/bucky-bar/
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