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Figure 3-7. Stone 340 in the St. Augustine National Cemetery. Photograph by Jeanette 
Vigliotti.  
 

 

 
 
Figure 3-8. Headstone with a cross and the inscription “Six Unknown Indians” in the St. 
Augustine National Cemetery. Photograph by Jeanette Vigliotti. 
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 This thesis has not discussed in any detail alternative memorials that currently 

exist to Florida Indians, but the closest site for Indian interpretation on a large scale might 

well be the National Park Service’s Timucuan Preserve in Jacksonville, where visitors 

learn of 6,000 years of Florida history and culture.  At the preserve, through archaeology 

and the story of French Fort Caroline, visitors can learn of the Timucua’s society, daily 

life, and demise.  Perhaps more of the Florida Indian stories could be told at the Castillo 

in similar fashion.   

 The Park Service staff would do well to have additional brochures incorporating 

American Indian narratives.  They could devote a casemate to exhibit the lifeways of the 

Timucua, Guale, or Apalachee, those that labored on the fort.  They could temporarily 

erect tents on the gun deck to show how the Apache lived in the 1880s.  They might 

design a new commemorative walking tour, seek a relationship with the Seminole nation, 

or simply establish stronger bonds with their colleagues at the Timucuan Preserve.  

Additionally, the fort’s staff might be able to direct visitors’ gazes to nearby Indian burial 

sites such as the Apache interments on Anastasia Island or the Plains Indians headstones 

in the St. Augustine National Cemetery.  

What do people come to the fort to see?  The answer is overwhelmingly that 

tourists go to St. Augustine and the Castillo to see vestiges of the Spanish Empire.  Luis 

Arana, National Park Service historian, said in 1988 that “what has kept the fort standing 

is the fact that it has always been cared for.”356  For centuries the fort has symbolized to 

the general populace a romanticized Spanish origins story of America.  That origins story 

does not fit comfortably with the history of American Indians in Florida.  In terms of 
																																																								
356 Arana, “Defenses and Defenders at St. Augustine,” 1. 
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American Indian history, at the Castillo there lies an unequal mix of erasure and 

commemoration depending on which group of Indians one is discussing.  Though the 

Spaniards and Indians both built the Castillo de San Marcos, the Castillo remains, in the 

minds of tourists and locals alike, “an old Spanish Castle.”357 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

																																																								
357 John James Audubon, Letters of John James Audubon, 1826-1840, ed. Howard Corning (Boston: The 
Club of Odd Volumes, 1930), 153. 
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