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STAMPS

The stamp is a kind of public-relations
gesture—a highly self-conscious attempt
to express through a single image some
aspect of national identity. With this
project, | sought to explore the political
history and shifting identity of South
Africa through the collection, cataloguing,
research, and display of postal stamps
released from the beginning of the South
African Union in 1910 to the present. |
intended to look at how the country, over
time, had chosen to represent itself both
within its borders and internationally, and
in the process discovered that it is a history
told in a succession of scenes, in a voice
that is constantly relocating with subtle
and dramatic shifts in political power.

The first version of Stamps, consisting
of a found display case and my childhood
stamp collection, was exhibited at the ICA
in Johannesburg in 1993 and subsequently
acquired by the BHP Billiton Collection.
Some years later, a purchase of a few
stamps in a small shop in Swakopmund,
Namibia, soon ballooned into a mission
to not only reconstitute the original
collection, but also to track down at least
one of every image issued as a stamp. This
led me to accumulate massive quantities
of stamps, and in doing so, | became
intrigued with how postal cancellations on
stamps were a sign of their use, and how
their expanding numbers when displayed
in a grid created patterns of color.

Stamps V opens and closes with
the image of King George V, the first
from 1910, the last from 2010. Arranged
chronologically, the collection covers
exactly 100 years and includes over 50,000
stamps with issues from British colonial
South Africa, the period of rising Afrikaner
political power, the apartheid era, and the
postapartheid “New South Africa!"

Each stamp carries with it a subtext
to its official message. A critical look at the
collection reveals a persistent contradiction

that exists between the images presented

on the stamps and the social realities of the
period in which they were released. The
stamps tell the story of the changing face
of South Africa, revealing how the country,
over time, has chosen to represent itself
both within its borders and internationally.
It is a fragmented narration that speaks
not only through what is shown but also
through what is not.

« left: Happy 90" Birthday, Madiba,

BHP Billiton Collection, Johannesburg, SA.
- right: Stamps 1, 2001

This installation was the first semi-circular

Hemicycle, Corcoran Museum of Art, Washington, DC

EXHIBITION HISTORY

1993 | Stamps
Institute of Contemporary Art, Johannesburg, SA

1994| Vita 1993, Stamps

Johannesburg Art Gallery, Johannesbur

2001 | Imaging South Africa, Stamps |

curated by Paul Brewer

Hemicycle, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, DC

2001 | Detourism, Stamps Il
curated by Hamza Walker

The Renaissance Society, Chicago, IL

2002 | Context & Conceptualism, Stamps Ill
curated by Lauri Firstenberg
Artists Space, New York, NY

2009 | Imaging South Africa:
Records/Newspapers/Stamps, Stamps IV
Durban Art Gallery, Durban, South Africa
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(1910-2010).

s on stamp details o

: H.F. Verwoerd Commemoration,

Minister H.F.
of apartheid
« p.51: Golfer Gary Player,

stamp issued December 2, 1€ SAPQ.

Information under Eschel
f South a by play

and corporate ¢

n, continue t-image major
an politicians in the US press.
« p. 52: World Heavy-Weight Title Fight: Knoetze-Tate,
stamp issued June 2, 1979.

one of ten ni-autonomous

John Tate and South African Kallie Kn
k place at Sun City. Tate won the fight in the
eigth round.

« p. 54: Steve Biko, Chris Hani, Oliver Tambo, Robert

Sobukwe, Walter Sisulu, 50th Anniversay of the

Women'’s March to the Union Buildings, Solomon
Mahlangu, Joburg 2010 International Stamp Show,
issued be’
ious miniature s
ainst apartheid, tl

uth Africa’s

stamp issued

Afull sheet
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